
July 10, 2026

TO: 		Show Committees
FROM:		Roger Walker, ADS Bench Evaluation Chair
SUBJECT:	2026 Bench Evaluation

Here are the materials you ordered to complete the ADS Bench Evaluation section at your dahlia show. Please abide by these simple directions:

1. Materials change from year to year. Please do not use materials from previous dahlia seasons. You are doing no favor to the seedling growers by supplying them with outdated materials. Use only materials in this mailing.
2. The ADS scorecards are updated regularly. Dispose all old scorecards and use only the updated versions included in this mailing.
3. Please support your local seedling growers by submitting bench evaluation materials no later than one week after your show closes.

Some important rules
Please note that complete rules are on the ADS website: dahlia.org/docsinfo/ads-seedling-bench-evaluation/

Rule #4	All entries entered in the Seedling Bench Evaluation Section must be named and that name must be placed on the entry tag. If an entry does not achieve a final score of 85 and that variety is no longer entered for Seedling Bench Evaluation, the name may be reused.

Rule #7	All entries must be judged by at least 2 Senior Judges and not more than 2 Accredited
Judges, providing that at least three judges participate in scoring each variety and that 
the number of Senior Judges outnumbers the Accredited Judges.

Rule #9	Only Senior and Accredited Judge scores will be used to determine the official 
		reported score of each entry. The final score will be the average of all scores.

To clarify changes to rules 7 and 9, even though there is a check box on the scorecards for honorary judges, honorary judges are neither senior nor accredited judges. If honorary judges are assigned to an ADS team, their scores cannot be used to determine the official reported score. Similarly, even though there is a check box for candidate judges on the scorecards, those scores will not be considered.
