


DAHLIA SHOWS ACROSS THE NATION 

Date 

Aug. 15-16 

Aug. 20-23 

Aug. 22-23 

Aug. 22-23 

Aug. 29-30 

Aug. 29-30 

Aug. 29-30 

Aug. 29-30 

Sept. 5- 6 

Sept. 5-

Sept. 5-

Sept. 5-

Sept. 6- 7 

Sept. 6- 7 

Sept. 9-10 

Sept. 13 

Sept. 12-13 

Sept. 12-13 

ept. 12-13 

Sept. 14-15 

Sept. 16-17 

Sept. 19-20 

Sept. 19-20 

Sept. 19-20 

Sept. 19-20 

Sept. 19-20 

Sept. 19-20 

Sept. 19-20 

Sept. 19-20 

Sept. 19-20 

Sept. 23-24 

Sept. 26-27 

Sept. 26-27 

Sept. 26-27 

Sept. 26-27 

Sept. 26-27 

Sept. 26-27 

Sept. 26-27 

O ct. 3- 4 

Oct. 3- 4 

Sept. 11-12 

2 

Society 

Inglewood Dahlia Society 

Kitsap Co. Dahlia Society 

Snohomish Co. Dahlia Soc. 

East Day Dahlia Society 

Place City 

Armory, Grosvenor St. f nglewood, Calif. 

Kitsap Co. Fair Grounds Bremerton, \\'ash. 

Floral Hall, Forest Pk. E,·crett, \\"ash. 

New Ga1·den Cen., Lakeside Pk. Oakland, Calif. 

San Leandro Dahlia Society Bancroft Jun. High School 

Seattle Dahlia Society Green Lake Field House 
(Host to Pacific Northwest Conference) 

:Michigan Dahlia Association 

Orange Co. Dahlia Society 

So. Oregon Dahlia Society 

\V ash. State Dahlia Society 

\Yisconsin Dal1lia Society 

1\ orth Jersey Dah !ia Society 

)lino. Dahlia Society 

Badger State Dahlia Society 

Conn. State Dalt. Soc. (NEW) 

Southern Tier D ahlia Society 

Civic Auditorium 

Wilton H otel 

Blossom Gulch School 

Korman Hall 

Grange Hall, Hamburg Tw'p. 

:Minn. tate Fair Grounds 

Community Center 

Waterbury Shopping Cen. 

lliark Twain Hotel 

Greater Pittsburgh Dahlia Soc. P enn-Sheraton Hotel 
(Host to Mid-West Show and Conference) 

Southeastern :\licit. Dah. Soc. 

Irvington Garden Club 

Dahlia Society of Ohio 

Burholme H ort. Society 

Rochester Dah lia Society 

Long hland Dahlia Society 

B ergen Co. Dahlia Society 

Fresno Dahlia Society 

Dahlia Society of Tenn. 

Dahlia Society of Kentucky 

Greater Philad elphia D. Soc. 

Baltimore Dahlia Society 

Scioto \ 'alley Dahlia Soc. 

American Dahlia Society and 
Dahlia Society of N. J . 

).fid-.-\merica Dahlia Society 

Creatcr St. Louis Dahlia Society 

Southtown Dahlia Club 

nahlia Society of .-\labama 

Ohio \'alley Dahlia Ass 'n 

O'Shea l\Iemorial Gym. 

Irvington High School 

Higbee Auditorium 

Cheltenham Fed. & Loan A ss'n 

l\I 11seum of Arts & Sciences 

Green Acres Shop. Center 

Bergen l\Iall, Exhih. Hall 

Roose,-elt II igh School Cafeteria 

East Ridge Town Hall 

Kentucky Hotel 

\V.C.A.U.-TV Center 

Eastport Auditorium 

Hos Co., Fair Grounds 

Garden State Plaza 
Lower Level , Building " F" 

P laza Centra l Park 

?'lrarquctte Park Field 1 lo use 

Thomas J cfferson Hotel 

Cin. Art Sf useum . Eden Park 

National Capit al Dahli" Society U . S. B otanic Garden 
( H ost for 5t h Mid-Atlan t ic Conference Show) 

lndianapo!is Dah lia ociety Brookside Park. Com. llousc 

Dahlia Society of Georg ia Southeas tern F air Grounds 
( H ost to Southern States Association) 

Greater Kansas City Dah. Soc. Shawnee Ji ission High School 

Yazoo Co. Dahlia Society Yazoo High School 

San Leandro, Calif. 

Seattle, Wash. 

Lansing, 1\Iich. 

Long Beach, Calif. 

Coos Bay, Ore. 

1'acoma, Vt.' ash. 

:\Iilwaukee, \Vis. 

\V ayne, N. J. 
Jiinneapolis, :\!inn. 

:_\ladison, \\"is. 

\\·aterbury, Conn. 

Elmira, N. Y . 

Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Detroit, ~I ich. 

JrYington, X. J. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

Rochester, N. Y. 

Yalley Stream, X. Y . 

Paramus, J\. J. 
Fresno. Calif. 

Chattanooga, Tenn . 

Louisville, Ky. 

Philadelphia, P a. 

Daltimore, ~1d. 

Chillicothe, Ohio 

Paramus, N. J. 
Kansa:- City. '.\ l o. 

St. Louis, '.\1 o. 

Chicago, l 11. 

Birmingham, Ala. 

Cincinnati, Ohio 

W ashington. D. C. 

Indianapo lis, I nd. 

Atlanta, Ga. 

:i\ I ission, Kan. 

Yazoo City. :\fo. 
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VIRUS DISEASES OF 
THE DAHLIA 

By Roland A. Mildner, Jr. 

Second and Concluding Chapter of this Preliminary 
a nd Important Study of Devastating Dahlia Diseases. 

If thi Study by Rowland A. Mildner, of the Department of Botany 
and Plant Pathology of l\Iichigan State University . made with meticu
lous care from all a\·ailable sources and records, proves only one thing, 
it is that the Dahlia \i\T orld must have more facts and knowledge of how 
to eradi cate these virus scourges from its gardens. The O nly Way this 
can be accomplished i through More R esearch. The O nly Way we can 
have continued research is to pay for the time and material costs of the 
Pathologists and Entomologists w ho will undertake it. 

The A .D.S. is asking its members to contribute to a Re earch F und 
of $5,000.00 to continue these Dahlia Virus Studies a nd other \'ital Re
search Projects in the next two years . Mr. J\Iildner has said that he 
would continue t hese studies, providing some Scholarship Funds are 
made available to permit him to work on this particular Project, rather 
than some other one. He wrote the Editor in June, "The article appears 
very well in the J\Iay Bulletin . I appreciate very much, your publishing 
the results of the P reliminary Virus Study. It is in great demand here 
at Michigan State and I would like to have some extra copies of the 
May issue, please. Hope it can be worked out omehow so that the 
research can be continued ." Rowland A. Mildner. 

vVhy not help to make this possible by sendin g your contribution, 
NO\i\T, to Harry A. Dreyer, Treas .. 431 Lincoln Ave., Ridgewood, N . J. 
(Please mark it FOR A. D.S. Research.) 

The Dahlia Virus Article continues -
Unfarnili;1rity w ith disease symptom s or 
1·cfu sal to recognize the possibility of 
th e presence of disease has contributed 
to the pre se nt un sati factory con dition 
nf so me plantings." D efic iency symp·
toms in crops other than dahlias do not 
occur in occas ional scattered plants, but 
rather instead the whole planting or a n 
area of a plantin g is affected. There is 
every reason to believe that thi s is also 
true "of dahlias. The symptoms of the 
Yirus diseases as outlined in this paper 
are clearcut in m ost cases and cannot 
reasonably be confused \\'ith nutrient 
deficiency symptoms. The fact that the 
conditions can be transmitted from 
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plant to plant makes it clear that an 
infectious v iru s is involved. 

Inspection and Certification 
The problem of inspection and certifi

catio n of dahlia crops is an important 
one. a nd not only to dahlia grower s. 
For exa mple, it i very diffi cult or even 
imposs ibl e to di sting ui sh bet\nen dahlia 
ringspot and tomato spotted wilt in 
dahlia. There is great clanger, therefore. 
of sp reading tomato spo tted wilt virus 
to tomatoes, ornam entals and the rest 
of tl1e wide host range of this virus.. 
This is a very serious problem in m any 
a reas. Also, ringspot infected plants 
serve as a source of inoculum to all 
dahlias, th e intolera nt varieties as well 
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as the tolerant. If we propagate only 
tolerant sor t we will have to r estrict 
our varietal selection very g r eatly. O f 
course, the problem as far as inspection 
is concerned is to devise a satisfactory 
and efficien t system. In most cases the 
pr esent methods leave much to be de
sired. 

S ince symptom expression often is 
delayed, it is probable that many dahlia 
certification inspections are made too 
early in the season. Late season infec
tions from the previous year simply do 
not exhibit their symptoms soon 
enough. Ideally there should be several 
inspections, and certainly there should 
be one late in the season. For many 
practical reasons this i difficult, especi
ally since the inspectors may be rushed 
during certain season . However, if in
spections cannot be made at the proper 
times they should not be made at all, 
because they are a waste of time. The 
burden of roguing and maintaining ac
ceptable dahlia plantings must be the 
responsibility of the g rower and not the 
inspection department. The grower 
must educate himself to recognize the 
diseases and eradicate them. The func
tion of the inspection and certification 
service is regulatory only; inspectors 
should not be required to rogue plant
ing . vVith the responsibility for accept
able plantings resting entirely w ith the 
gro\\·er, present taff of inspectors may 
be better able to inspect plantings at 
the proper times. 

Urgent Need for Research 
There is an urgent need of a rapid 

test for the presence of dahlia viruses, 
such as the color or serological tests 
previously described. An attempt should 
be made to develop these methods for 
use here as soon as possible. A rapid 
test such as the serological test would 
perhaps enable the growers to check 
their roots during the \\·inter month 
and choose clean stock for propagating 
purposes. It is conceivable also that 
such tests could be of value to inspec
t ion and certification services. Thi is 
no\v apparently being done in some 
countrie (see above). \Vhen the dahlias 
from these sources become avai lable to 
consumers in thi country, we can ex
pect a sharp reduction in the "toler
ance" or amount of disease now allow
able in dahlia plantings here. This can 
happen rapidly once these sources are 
well establi heel. Those grnwers that 
have the fores ight and ability to meet 
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The Principal Scourge of 
Dahlia Gardens 

Figure I. Dahlia Mosiac Virus in
fection is identified by vein banding 
in a mosiac pattern . Narrow "bands" 
of yellow or pale green colors are 
parallel to mid-ribs and / or side 
(branch) veins. Extent varies. One 
side of leaf may be longer than the 
other. Leaves may be wrinkled or 
blistered in appearance, and / or curl 
downwards. 

these disease problems and deal effec
ti\·ely \\'ith them \\·ill be the gro\\'ers of 
tomorro\\'. Others will be eliminated by 
competition. 

Summary 
Virus diseases are prevalent on 

dahlias throughout the \\·oriel. :-Iasking 
of diseased plants and confusion with 

(Continued on following page) 
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Virus Diseases of the Dahlia (Cont'd) 
nutrient deficiency symptoms adds to 
the problem. Roguing of obviously di
seased plants probably will not elimi
nate the virus from propagating stocks. 
The viruses presently known to attack 
the dahlia are dahlia mosaic, dahlia 
ringspot, yellow ringspot, oakleaf, cu
cumber mosaic and tomato spotted wilt. 
European researchers have developed 
means of producing virus free stocks 
and commercial growers there are using 
them. Such stock probably is superior to 
any available in the United States. Un
fortunately, some of the literature pub
lished for amateur consumption has 
been misguided and may have misled 
many people, including some commer
cial growers. 
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1959 Annual Eastern Exhibition 
September 23rd and 24th are the dates. The Garden State Plaza, 

Paramus, New Jersey is the location where the Dahlia Society of New 
Jersey, as host soc iety, co-operates with the American Dahlia Society 
to stage the 45th annual Metropolitan A r ea dahlia exhibition and com
petition. This will be the 45th annual exh ibition of the American Dahlia 
Society and the 37th annual of the Dah lia Society of New Jersey, and 
from every indication it should be one of the finest yet. \Veather condi
tions for bloom production have been ideal with a corresponding degree 
of enthusia m among our members and exhibitors. 

The location for th is exhibition at the 
junction of the main U.S. and New Jer
sey State h ighways and Parkways lead 
ing from \Vestchester, Long Island. 
::\few England and Philadelphia make it 
easy to reach. The exhib ition hall is lo
cated near the center of the immense 
Garden State Plaza, with unlimited and 
free parking adjacent to the display. 
And as for our w ives, "·e commend their 
inspection of the many and varied inter
esting shops and stores surrounding the 
exhibition hall on Dog\YOod Lane . 

The 1959 Sho"· Schedule follows in 
gene1·al the 1958 Schedule so careful!~· 
constructed by Dr. P reas . There being 
no airport in close proximity. we ha,·c 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

Roland , G. "Les Virus des taches 
bronzees de la tornate (Lycopersi
cum virus 3, Brittlebank) et la mo
saique du con comb re ( cucumus vi
rus Doolittle) sur dahlia." P ara
sit ica. 4: 98-102. 1948. 
Anon. Fruit Grower. 1952. 2950: 69. 
1952. 
Smith. K. :\L "Thrips tabaci Lind, 
as a Vector of P lant Diseases." Na
ture. 127: 852-853. 1931. 
Smith. K. M. Recent Advances in 
the Study of Plant Viruses. B lakis
ton Co. 1934. 
Smith, K. M. "Dahlia Diseases and 
the Problem of V irus Infection." 
Gardn. Chron. 11 8: 1-tO-J.tl. 1945. 
Sm ith. K. 1I. Textbook of Plant 
Virus Diseases. Ed. 2. Little, Bro\Yn 
& Co., Boston. 1957. 
\ \ 'h ite. R. P. "Dahlia Diseases." 
X ew Jersey Agr. Exp. Sta. Circ. 
361. 1935. 
\Vi lson, R. D. "Dahlia Stunt." 
A gric. Gaz. ;\ ew South \Vales. 62: 
241-246. 1951. 
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el iminated the section previously given 
to shipment via air express. Ho,Ye\'er, 
should any such make their appearance 
they will be properly staged and given 
due recognition. \ Ve ha,·e as usual the 
Ame ri can Home Achie,·ement :\[edal, 
the Leonard Barron Memo r ial :\ward. 
and th e A. D . S. Trophy in the small 
classes fo1· undisscminatcd dahl ias. plus 
the A . D.S. Seed l ing Sweepstakes 
A " ·arcls fo r recogn ition of new Yarieties 
of special merit. \\' e h ave this year two 
ne"· a\\·ards from our English friends in 
addition to the ilnr-Bronze Medallion 
of AMATEUR GARDEXI::JG of Lon
don. Through the gener osity of The 
Midlands Dah lia ociety we are p1·ivi
leged to offer their plaques in two class
es: to the largest and most perfect "A" 
in Section C, Classes 131 through 13-t ; 
and to the smallest and most perfect in 
Section D. Class D--+8-A. A nothe r new 
clas which ·we be li eYe wil l create much 
interest is for a Yariety or Yarieties 
growi ng in our Trial Gardens in 1959 
and grown for or by the o riginator. The 
award in thi class is a trophy by the 
Prl"sident of the Dahl ia oc iety of Xew 
Jersey to the highest scored \\·inning 
cntn·. An added ind ucement to those 
ente;·ing the Artistic A rrangements a n d 
Compositions \Y i!I be the t1·ophy of the 
Garden State P laza Co rporation for the 
be. t in the section. 

For exhibitors and friends staying 
over night \Ye suggest resen·ations at 
the A rcola ::.rotor Lodge, located \\·ith in 
easy "·alking distance of the exhi bition 
hal l. T ha Ame r ican a nd Xe"· Tersey 
Dahlia Soc iet ies wi ll locate h eaclql;ar ter-s 
th ere. It is located on Y. J. Route -+ a nd 
i 8 miles from N'e"· York CitY-and for 
re ervations \nite the Arcola :'.-.1 otor 

(Continued on fo llowing page) 
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September Scenes Like This in I 00 Shows 
This was a section of the Open-to-All Class in the A. D . S.-N. ]. 
Show at the Newark Airport in 1958. It was taken as a color ~.!ide 
and made into a Black and White print, so it loses ,5ome detail, 
but the scene will be repeated at least 100 times this fall all over 

America. (Photo, Dudley) 

Lodge. Route 4, Paramus, N. J. Plenty 
of space will be available to us. Until 
1957 staging of the exhibition and park
ing facilities in New York City were 
on ly adversely equall ed by the attend
ance, or lack of same. 

In 1957 and 1958 through the coopera
tion of the Port of J'\ ew York Authoritv 
at the K e\Yark A irport these difficultie-s 
were largely overcome. especially from 
the attendance angle, \Yhich in the two 
years at Newark possibly equalled the 
attendance during the previous 42 years 
of exhibiting. Th is year \\"ith the out
standing cooperation of the Garden State 
Plaza Corporation \\"e should make fur
ther progress in every direction. The 
opportunity \\"ill be there, it is for the 
exhibitors to make the most of it, there
by expressing tbeir confidence in the 
dahlia, in their Show Committee and 
officer , and their appreciation to the 
Garden State Plaza Corporation for the 
opportunity presented. 

Clerks Wanted for this Show 
Charles H. Stoeckel, Chairman of 

Clerks for this Joint hmN adds: "Thi 
promises to be a very big show with 
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more bloom and filled classes than any 
show in many years. Therefore \\·e will 
have many judges and \\"ill need a lot of 
clerks. If you have an amb iti on to some 
clay judge a big show like this one, the 
best way to get started is to be a clerk. 
You pick up a g1·eat many judging points 
and can learn to e,·aluate the blooms 
better while clerking \\"ith expe rienced 
judges." 

If you want to help clerk, please drop 
a Postal Carel to Charles Stoeckel, 511 
Park Ave. , Paterson, N. J. Do it NOvV, 
please. 
-Anthony Pietrnszck iewicz, President. 

The Dahlia Society of N. J. a nd 
Chairm an, Joint Sho\\" Committee 

St. Peter: "Here's your golden 
harp." Newly arrived Dahlia Grower: 
"How much is the first payment?" 
St. Peter: "It's a new golden Dahlia 
Introduction, selling at only 25.00. 
Ljke the last one you perpetrated on 
the public." 
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Four Dahlia Pioneers Pass On 
J. Lewis Roberts 

Died July 17th 
(See Picture on Front Cover) 

By Lyn n B. Du dley 

J. Louis Roberts, author, dahlia origi
nator, judge and for 19 years writer of 
the Mid-\V est Flower Grower ~ ational 
Honor Roll, died July 17th. at the Pres
byterian-St. Lukes Hospital, Chicago, 
Ill., at the age of 71 years. 

Funeral services were held at the Fu
neral Chapel, 30-l \\'. 119th St., Monday, 
July 20th and were attended bv hun
dreds of his dahlia friends and reiatives. 
At the time of his death he was Comp
troller of Blair Fashions, Inc .. rnanufac
ttffers of women's foundation garments. 

His lifelong hobby and avocation for 
the past -!3 years \Yas gro\\·ing dahlias. 
In 1933 he wrote the book, ·'Modern 
Dahlias.'' published by Doubleday
Doran and edited by the late Leonard 
Barron, then Horticulture Editor of the 
Flower Growe1·. The book \Yas designed 
as a simple, understandable treatise on 
gro\Ying and exhibit ing dahlia and 
helped a lot of people to grow and show 
better dahlias. 

He \\"a editor of ' 'The Dahlia." the 
publication of the Cent1·al States Dah lia 
Society, after it was formed just prior to 
\\'orld's Fair, in 1933. He al o served 
two terms as president of that society 
and later was one of the moving pirits 
and founders of the Southtown Dahlia 
Society. He \\·as president of this soci
ety also, and for the past se,·eral years 
has published, at his own expen c, a spe
cial Dah lia Classified List, "-hich he 
character ized as. ' ·A Supplemental List 
to the 19- Combined Classification List 
of the A. D.S. <1nd the C. S. D.S." It 
contained many of the older dahl ias 
which had been deleted from the Joint 
List, but which J . Lou is thought were 
still worthy of being shm\·n and which 
he obsen·ed at the shcn\·s. It also con
tained the Roster and Schedu le of the 
Southtown Socielv. 

J . Louis has been a \'ice-President of 
the A. D. S. for the past 35 years and 
has been one of the . \.D.S. original 
members of the Joint Classification 
Committee. He was always sought as a 

(Continued on fo ll owing page) 
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Frank Eyer 

Died July 11th 
By Robert P. Connal 

Frank Eyer, 100 Dunsmere DriYe, 
Rochester, :01. Y._. known lo many X ew 
York State dahlia growers, and mem
bers of Eastern coastal societies, de
par ted this life in St. 1lary's Hospital, 
Rochester, ~- Y., Saturday night, July 
eleventh. Thus for the second time a 
Rochester Society member's name is 
erased by death from the list of A. D. S. 
vice-president , 1ferrill Brown having 
been the first. Frank \\"as a member of 
the :::\ational Capital Dahlia Society, 
likewise the Southern Tier Society. He 
became a member of the Rochester 
Dahlia Society in the late thirties. served 
two terms as its president . and as Show 
chairman on three occasions. He pos
sessed an excellent dahlia memory, llSe
ful in his judging, and other\\'i e. As an 
exhibitor. in whatc\·er di,·i. ion"< he elect
ed to enter, he ""played" to \\'in, and 
proYcd a tollgh competitor. He was an 
enthusiastic dahlia man, generous of his 
time with beginners. 

Frank's love of flowers ben-an man'' 
years ago. init ially the Spring'\.ar iet ies, 
tollowed by ro cs, later to indulge in 

(Continued on follow ing page) 

Frank Eyer, Rochester. Died July I I. 

9 



J. Louis Robert (Conl"dl 
judge at the fall shows and for many 
years never missed an :\. D. S. or Mid
\Yest show. He was an indefatiguable 
worker t_o improve dahlia understanding 
and dahlia s tandards among the societies. 

As a dahlia originator he seemed to 
always be introducing a new and worth
while variety. Among the better known 
Roberts' originations were: Fashion 
Hour; i\lrs. Rufas Dawes; Kay-Kay; 
D~. Wun; So-Big; Big Mo; Charle On
clnck and Sophia R. 

He had lived in Chicago all his life 
and for some 40 years at his present 
home, 12147 Harvard Ave. He is sur
vived by his \\"idow Sophia, well known 
too, and liked by, dahlia people from 
north to south, as she usually accom
panied J. Louis to the Dahlia ShO\\·s. 
Also surviving are a daughter, Mrs. 
Dorothy_ Tharp and a son E,·an, as well 
as two sisters and seven grandchildren. 

Lou was our good friend and Honor 
Roll associate for O\'er three decades. 
v 1r e always kidded each other and others 
to , \\·hom we, at times, feared took 
themselves too seriously. Together, we 
placed the first blue dahlia ever een on· 
any show table at an A. D. S. show at 
the then Pennsylvania Hotel (now the 
Statler). It was a Frau Bracht, a pale 
yellow cactus, but \\'ith Aorist's blue 
dusting powder, we made it into a beau
tiful deep blue cactu . And it was the 
sensation of the show, too. During the 
nearly 20 years of selecting the best of 
the new dahl ia varieties sent to us from 
all over the \\·oriel, we had differences of 
opinion, but never a serious argument. 
\Ve usually arrived at the same result in 
making our choices. Once or twice we 
did not li t his seedling , but that never 
interfered with our friendship. He was 
a dahl ia perfectionist and al\\'ays tried 
to improve dahlia culture methods and 
dahlia society relationships too. 

J. Louis Roberts \\'ill not only be 
greatly missed, but his place will not 
soon be filled . His s tature wil l increase 
with the years. A suitable Dahlia Award 
should commemorate his memory. 

• 
From Conrad Foust -About Ro berts 

On the passing of J. Louis Roberts 
July 16th, 1959. The Dahlia world ha~ 
lost one of the.pioneers. He was a fine 
sho.w~1an and has introduced many new 
vanet1es. He was National Honor Roll 
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Judge for the mid-\Yest for many years 
and \\·as known nationally and interna
tionally as one of the outstanding Dahlia 
Judges. It ":as my privilege of being 
associated with J. Louis Roberts for 
more than ten years. repre enting the 
South in the National Honor Roll J udg
ing. During that period of time I found 
l_i e was an outstanding Judge, always 
ta1r and honest in his decisions. His 
name to all of u s will always be synony
mous with the Dahlia. 

• 
Frank Eyer (Cont'd 
gladiolus. Having purchased the lot ad
jacent to his home. he had ample space. 
As his interest in Dahlias grew, over the 
last twenty years, said lot vvas gradually 
given over entirely to dahlias; likewise 
half his own back yard, and the entire 
eastern side beyond the driveway, mak
mg room for several hundred hills. Dur
ing the last three years he had conducted 
a semi-commercial bu in ess. \\'ith his re
tirement elate approaching. He was an 
avid bowler in a Kodak league, and this. 
P.lus his .dahlia clumps, filled his spare 
time dunng the \\·inter. 

Years ago Frank left the mercantile 
field, and went to work at Kodak Park. 
He reti1·ed from his work in the emul-
ion and coating diYision last March 1st, 

haymg turned 65. He had lived alone in 
the family home since his wife passed 
away three ye~r or so. ago. Offspring 
are two married daughters and three 
grandchildren. 

Frank \\'as a member of Zetland 
Lodge 951 F. & :\. M .. and a Masonic 
service wa conducted at the Farrell 
Brothers Funeral [- f orne the evening 
before interment. 

Mrs. Celia Tulley, Cor. Secy. Adds: 
Frank Eyer' lo s "·ill be felt by all 

members of the Rochester Dahlia So
ciety, and by many others in many soci
eties. He gave so generously of his time, 
labor and money that he \\'ill be impos
s ible to replace. His death will be a 
great loss to the whole dahlia world . 

Sun·iying are his two daughters, Mrs. 
Carl Ballinger, 336 Lone Oak Ave 
Rochester and 1Irs. Robert :\. Thomp·~ 
son, 94 Stonecliffe Dr., Rochester. \Ve 
a re reminded of the lines from 'The 
Divine Strategy' by Edward Markham: 

(Continued on oppo ite page) 

Bullet in of t he American Dahlia Society 



··x o ~oul can be forever banned 
Eternally berdt-

\ \'hoeYer falls from God"s r ight han d 
Is caught into his left ." 

~Irs. Celia Tulley, 
985 South AH .. R ochester, :N". Y . 

Editor's Not e : T his is indeed sad 
news. \ Ve know of no o ne who was held 
in greater esteem and r espect among his 
host of business and dahlia friends than 
Frank Eyer. ?\ ot only was he a s talwart 
worker in the Rochester Society, but 
was also a worker and showman in El
mira, Washington and New York. He 
had been a Vice-President of the A D.S. 
for many years. \Ve received a phone 
call from George Brunjes, Elmira, and 
letter from Bob Connal. Rochester and 
other telling us of this great loss to 
Dahliadom. 

• 
Edward E. Montgomery 

Died April 14, 19 59 
By C onrad Fa ust 

The many friends of Edward E. Mont
gomery were saddened to learn that he 
passed away April 1-1, 1959. after a long 
illness. He had been associated " ·ith 
dahlia growing for many years. Vias in 
charge of the Official A. D.S. Dahlia 
Trial Garden located in Atlanta for 
many years. He was a Past President 
of the Dahlia Society of Georgia. H e 
had many friends from all sections of 
the country. Mr. Montgomery will be in
deed missed by his many dahlia friends. 

• 
Raymond Grass, A.D.S. Vice Pres. 

By L. C. " Pat" Bennett 

You have had some of the particulars 
from Mrs. Faerber, about the passing of 
our good friend and a stalwart working 
member of the A. D. S. Official Family 
for so many years, Raymond Grass. 

But there are a few facts which should 
be added. He was a Charter member 
and Pa t President of the St. Louis 
Dahlia Society and. a you know a Vice
President of the A. D.S. for many years. 
For many years Ray never missed a t
tending the A. D.S. Shows and frequent
ly took in the Mid-\.Vest. Baltimore. 
\ Vashington and other show , as well. 

He ha told me many times about the 
fun he used to have going to help you 
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(Lynn), judge some of these shows, 
w hen he was able to combine h is busi
ness (Fur) trips with the Fall shows. 
R av used to lo,·e to tell those " tall" 
s tories like w h en he "fer t ilized each hill 
of his dahlias with iur cuttings an d 
fo und that th e da hlia leaves deyeloped 

uch luxuriant coats of fur that no in
sect could ever suck its juice." 

But we all loved that man. And many 
outside our bailiwick "·ill miss that great 
dahlia grower and story teller, Raymond 
Grass. He died as we all would like to, 
in his dahlia garden, with. his wife's arms 
to cradle him in his last moments. 

Editor's Note: Mrs. Bruno Faerber's 
tribute to Ray Gross will be found in the 
Repor t of th is )Jew A.D. S. Participat
ing Society, in the Society Section. 

• 
Dahlia Registration 

By R. E. Harter, 2769 Danville High
way, Alamo, Calif. th e fo llowing dahlias: 

DR. ZHIVAGO, A, Straight Cactus, 
Dark Red 

STANFORD. B, Informal Decora
tive. Bicolor Cardinal Red, tipped 
\Vhite 

$1.00 Fees paid. 
Charles H. Connors, Chairman 
A. D.S. ::\omenlature Com. 

• 
A.D.S. Membership Upswing 

According to our Treasurer, Harry 
Dreyer, the report is t hat membership 
in the American Dahlia Society is on 
the increase. Since the first of the year, 
we have had three par ticipating Socie
ties and one affiliate join. Other new 
members joining, aYerage approximate
ly 20 each month. Our advertisers 
should be very p leased to read this as 
it means more and more growers a re 
being r eached by the Bulletin. A steady 
monthly increase of new members is a 
healthy sign fo1- any Society. \\'e cer
tainly are pleased with it. 

• 
VISIT 

The Combined A. D.S_ and N. J. Show 
Garden State Plaza, Paramus, N. J. 

September 23-24, 1959 
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A. D.S. Executive Committee 
Adopts 6 to 9 Inch Size for B's 

In the May and August 1958, and 
February, 1959 issu es of th is Bulletin 
op ini ons "·ere asked and votes of many 
members were publish ed 1·clative to the 
advi sabi lity of extending the size of the 
B-size dahlias to nine in ches maximum. 
At present, the B-sizc is limited on 
show tables to over 6 inches, and up to 
8 inch es. 

In thi s round robi n, the majority of 
the op inion s were for this change, name
ly, to change the size of B's to "over 6 
inches up to 9 inches." Some also voted, 
but th ey were in the minority, to split 
th e ''A'' size into "A''-9 to 11 in ches, 
and "AA"-over 11 inche . 

At its ] uly 17th meeting, the Execu
tive Committee based on these expressed 
op inions, voted unanimously except for 
one dissenting vote, to adopt thi new 
'·B" size, over 6 inches, and up to 9 
in ches for its show in 1960. It wa con
sidered too late to make the change for 
thi s year's exhibition . 

Will Be Tried in 1960 A. D. S. Show, First 
This innovation \\·ill tlrn be tried out 

in th e A. D.S. how befo re the Commit
tee r ecommends that th e ' ·B" size be 
changed or extended to en tries at its 
Official Trial Gardens, OI- direction b e 
given to its members of the J oint Clas
sification Committee to li st in the "B" 

ize category all of the ''B's" m easuring 
' 'Over 6 inches and up to 9 in ches." But 
if this change in its show schedule works 
to the advantage of many of the in-be
tween 8 to 9 inch dahlias, which now 
have to compete wi th the Mammoth 12 
to 1-+ inch ''As," then the Committee has 
gone on record that these fur ther steps 
will be taken . 

The committee would be glad to re
ceive, through th e Bulletin Editor, or 
direct to President Pitt. and other offi
cers, any comment, either fo r or again t 
thi s .step. Progress is n ever made by 
wa1t1ng to see. what someone else might 
do. And the A. D.S. has always been 
for Dahlia Progress when it will benefit 
the majority. At the same time it recog
niz es that some just naturall y resist any 
changes. "for better or for worse," as 
the bride t earfully agreed t o "accept" 
him. 
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Four Societies Join A. D.S. 
Mrs. Caroli ne P. Mayer, Assistant 

Secretary of A. D. S ., in charge of Par
t icipating and Affi liated Society rela
t ions, advises that four Dahlia Societies 
have joined w ith the _\,D.S. since the 
May issue. 

She writes: "Vlelcome to the new Af
filiated and Pa rticipating Members who 
have recen tly joined the A. D.S. The 
fo lder s a nd lit eratur e to whi ch each so
ciety is entitl ed have been mailed. Each 
new member of the Participating Socie
ties \Yill r eceive Bulletins regularly be
ginning with this i -sue. Each Soc iety 
wi ll r eceive the A . D.S. Medal to award 
at their s how; each ha been advised by 
An dr e\\· Mulcahy, c h a irman of the 
A . D.S. Seedling Sweep takes Awards 
that th ey a1·e entitl ed to in clude th ese 
awards in their schedul e if there is tim e. 
fo r 1959. Following a re the society ad
ditions to the A. D.S. Family." 

T ri-Town Men's Garden Club, :\Jichi
ga n, Affiliated :\I embe r; V incent 
Stitz, 10080 Reek Road, A llen Park, 
Mich. 

H ager stown Dahlia Society, Mary
land, Participating Member; P r es i
dent, G. A. Eherly, R. D. #1, 
\Vaynesboro, Pa. 

Gr eate r St. Louis Dahlia Society, Mis
souri, Participating Member; Presi
dent, \Vm. Knetzer, 238 Bender 
Ave., East Alton, Ill. 

Dahlia Society of California, San Fran
cisco; President, Dirk C. Schroeder, 
S.+7 Runnymede, Pa lo Alto, Calif. 

Mrs. Meyer adds: "Please make a cor
rect ion: President of the Long Island 
Da hlia Society should have been listed 
in th e ro ter of societi es in May issue . 
a Lawrence Palmenteri, 85-38 lOSth St .. 
Richmond Hill , N. Y. I gave you name 
of Josep h Mugno, \Yhich w as incorrect." 

The Ind ianapo lis Dahlia Society, an 
Affiliated A. D.S. Society, did no t end 
th e list of th eir officers in time for th e 
:\lay Bul let in. It s Pres ident is \\' illiam 
Carroll, 11-+3 No. \\'annan. Indianap
olis. This society is se nding N. R. Hem-
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hill, of 1Ionitcello. Ind., as a delegate to 
the \.D.S. Shel\\' on Sept. 23 and 2-l, at 
Garden State ]'laza, Paramus, X . ] . As 
an alternate, Richard Dunwoody w ill 
attend if Mr. Hemphill is unable to do 
so. \Ve are \'ery happy that I ndianapolis 
is taking this step to link their ociety 
closer to the A. D.S. May the day com e 
,,·hen a ll Affi lia ted and Participating So
cieties will each se nd r epresentatives to 
the A. D .S. Show and to its Annual 
Meetin g in January . also. It is only by 
v isits between memb ers of other socie
ties and the A. D.S. that we can really 
know and und erstand each others pro!)
lems and a ims. In the past most of the 
"visiting" has been don e by members of 
th e A. D. S."-Caroline P . Meyer. 

• 
Southern States Dahlia 

A'ss'n. Show 
Dahlia Society of Georgia Silver Anniversary 

October 3--l, the Dahlia ociety of 
Georgia will be host to Southern State 
Dahlia Association fo r its Silver Anni
versary Show at the Southeastern Fair. 

The Dahlia Society of Georgia wel
comes the oppo rtunity to entertain the 
Southern State Dahlia Association on 
its Twenty-fifth ilver Anniversary and 
we extend inYitation to all dahlia 
growe1·s in other sections of the coun
try to join u o n this occasion. 

To carry out the theme of Silver 
Anniversary, all prizes to be awarded 
will be of silver. 

Southern Hospitality will be item 
number one for ,·isitors. Friday night 
-Mr. and Mrs. C. E. Faust \\·ill enter
tain for out of town visitors. Saturday 
the Judges will be gue -ts for a lunch
eon, Saturday night will be our ban
quet at Dinkier Plaza Hotel. Sunday 
noon there will be a Southern Barbeque 
at the Country Home of the President, 
Mr. David Sullivan. 

Southern State Dahlia Association 
Medal w ill be a\\·arded this year for the 
first time. There are three .medals 
available to exchange with other Dahlia 
:.\s ociations each year. 

Vi itors \\·ill see the Official Trial 
Garden , some thirty- -ix entrie have 
been p lanted. 

\Ve hope you w ill pay us a ,·isit this 
year. If you want hotel reservations. 
write to: Dr. A. L. Stephens, 1260 
Brookforest Drive, ~.E., Atlanta 5, 
Georgia. Conrad E. Faust. 
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Come to Vineland ! 
We are still growing Dahlias and 

Chrysanthemums after nearly 50 years 
of business and have just about the 
finest assortment grown anywhere. We 
will have for 19 60 a fine array of In
troductions and oodles of $1 .00 Spe
cials in many types and sizes, priced 
this way to bring the Dahlia into more 
back yards and out of the luxury class. 

Visit us at Dahliadel 
Although we think each year of cut

ting down a bit we have 20 acres of 
Dahlias and Chrysanthemums and 
many friends and customers enjoy rid
ing through the fields in late Septem
ber and October when they are in full 
bloom to see the array of colors and 
types. We are located on East Landis 
Avenue, I mile east of Main Road 
(N. J. 555). 

Dahliadel Recommended 
Insect Control 

must be effective as we are selling 
more each season and use it in our 
fields. See our Cultural Instructions 
and Dahlia Growers Supplies in our 
Catalog. 

Carl Endlein Double 
Cutter Shear 

A precision made shear of fine qual-
ity. Why pay more? $4.00 Postpaid 

Catalog on request if not already 
on our list. 

Dahliadel -14 
WARREN W. MAYTROTT 

Vineland, N. J. 
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A. D.S. Seedling Sweepstakes, 

1959 
The foll°'Ning Participating Affiliate_d 

Societies' applications lo include this 
award in the ir 1959 Show hav been re
cei,·ed and approved: 

A. D . S . and N. J Combined Show 
Dahlia Society of Alabama 
Baltimore Dahlia Society 
Central Valley Dahlia Society 
Greater Phila. Dahlia Society 
Kentucky Dahlia Society 
Michigan Dahlia Society 
Minnesota Dahlia Society 
National Capital Dahlia Society 
Southern Tier Dahlia Society 
Dahlia Society of Tennessee 
Virginia Da11lia Soci~ty . 
Dahlia Society of W1sconsm 
Badger State Dahlia Society 
Bergen County Dahlia Society 
Burholme Horticultural Society 
East Liverpool Dahlia Society 
Irvington Dahlia Club 
Kitsap County Dahlia Club 
L. I. Dahlia Society 
Mid-America Dahlia Society 
Ohio Valley Dahlia Assn. 
The Portland Dahlia Society 
Rochester Dahlia Society 
San Diego Dahlia Society 
San Leandro Dahlia Society 
Snohomish County Rose & 

Dahlia Society 
Southtown Dahlia Society 
Washington State Dahlia Society 
Inglewood Dahlia Society 
Southeastern Michigan Dahlia 

Society 
Seattle Dahlia Society 

r--------------, 
I In Between Shows I 
I Visit Parrella's Garden I 
I Here you will see not only the Wonder- I 
I ful New Varieties We will Offer for First I 
I Time for 1960 Season, BUT - I 
I Some 400 Standard Varieties in Every I 
I Form Type and Color Class. I 
I WE'VE GOT 'EM - COME SEE! I 
I Parrella Dahlia Gardens I 
I 3380 Ely Ave., New York 69, Bronx, N. Y. I 
'----------------' 
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Fresno Dahlia Society 
Scioto Valley Dahlia Society 
East Bay Dahlia Society 
Hagerstown Dahlia Society 
Dahlia Society of Ohio 
Dahlia Society of Georgia 
Orange County Dahlia Society 

(Calif.) 
Central States Dahlia Society 

The scores of the Judges for this 
award in these sho\vs must be forward
ed within five days of the Sho,,· date to 
the Chairman of this Committee and, to 
assis t said Committee, the name of the 
variety, together with the size, class, 
color, etc. must appear on the score 
sheet of each Judge. 

The addition of each Judge shou ld be 
checked as experience has proven that 
·erro1·s do occur and at times cause seri
ous emba rrassment. 

Due to the large number of Societies 
whose Shows have a class for these 
A. D.S. Sweepstakes, in order that the 
w inning va ri eties receive their clue credit, 
we respectfu lly suggest that each Show 
Manager make certain that the J u_clges 
scor es are promptly forwarded w1th1n 
five clays of the Show Date to the Chair
man of thi. Committee. If there should 
not be any a\\·arcl , such a report sho uld 
also be fonvarclcd within the five clay 
period. 

Your co-operation will be deeply ap
prcciatccl.-Anclrew J. Mulcahy. Chair
man, 20 Marshall Ave., Floral Park, 
)J_ Y. 

• 

Dahlia Root Bargain! something 
yo11 can't u se at a price you can't 
resist. 

A da'hlia man met a friend in 11 

psychiatrist's office and nsked, "Yo~ 
coming or going?" "If I knew that;' 
the dahlia grower replied, "I would
n't be here." 

Bulletin of the American Dahlia Society 



t , 

Many New Varieties Now on Test at A. D. S. 
Trial Gardens 

By Henry Olsen, Chairman T. G . Committee 

This should be a good year for New 
Introductions, if the glowing reports 
from the Superintendents of the Official 
and Unofficial A.D.S. Trial Gardens 
are any indication. 

The combined report for the eight 
gardens show that ther e is a to tal of 
nearly 400 varieties on Test. The eight 
gardens give a total of 380. In 1958 the 
total varieties on test in a ll gardens was 
less than 300. 

Broken down into individual Test 
Gardens, the figures are as follows: 

Official A.D.S. Trial Gardens 
Southern Trial Gardens, at Atlanta, 

Ga., report a total of 36 new seed ling 
varieties. 

Eastern Trial Garden, located at the 
L. I. Agricultural & Technical Institute, 
ha a tota l of 66 varieties on test. 

Pacific Coast Trial Garden, at Lake
side Park, Oakland, Calif, has 77 on test. 

Pacific Northwest Trial Garden, at 
Point Defiance Park, Tacoma, \ \Tash., 
has a total of 37 \'a rieties on test. 

Mid-West Trial Gardens, at Mich
igan State eni,·ersity, East Lansing, 
Mich., has a total of 65 seed lings on 
test. 

Ohio Valley Trial Garden, located in 
Ault Park, Cin cinnati, Ohio, reports a 
total of 29 varieties on test. 

Unofficial A.D.S. Trial Gardens 
(i\ ote-Each Test Garden is required 

to have a t\\·o-year unofficial status to 
become familiar with the standa rds of 
culture and judging set by the A.D.S., 
so that operati ons and conduct of t he 
Trial Gardens can be uniform and com
p letely fair, in the interests of the 
originator s of the )Jew \' ariet ies . After 
these two years, if th e requ irements 
ha"e met sati fac torily, the garden is 
made an Official A. D.S. Trial Garden.) 

North Central Trial Garden, at i\1in
ncapolis, located on the grounds of 
and sup cn ·ised by the :\gricultural Per
so nnel of l.Jni,·er sity of 1Iinnesota, r e
ports a tota l of 5-1 yarietie on t est. 

Badger State Trial Gardens, locate d 
in Olbrich Park, and supervised by the 
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Park personnel, Madison, Wis., reports 
a total of 26 varieties on test. 

Names Required Before Variety 
Is Certified 

It is most essential that each new 
var iety have a name, and no yariety will 
be certifi ed until this is do ne. \Vithout 
a name, (and most seedl ings are now 
sent to the gardens under a number,) 
a ll of the p ublicity valu e necessary to 
introduction is lost. 

Every o ri g in ato r who now has 
seedlings on test at any A.D.S. T rial 
Garden should select a name, even a 
tentat i\·e name, a nd send it at once to 
the Superintendent of each Trial Gar
den. \;\/hen sending name in, be sure 
you identify it w ith the number under 
\\·h ich it \1·as o ri ginally enter ed. 

This action enab les the uperin-
tendent to forward the name w ith the 
T.G. Report and core, w ith descrip-

The Dahlia Growers Philosopher 
says : "Things change so fast these 
days that a man can't be wrong ull 
the time. 

tion of the yariety, w hen it is de ter
mined that same wi ll have an average, 
a ll-season score, of 85 points or over. 
If your varie ty does not obtain a sco re 
of 85 or over, the name a nd score, will 
not be included in the report. 

A yo u know, the Consolidated T rial 
Gard en Report, in clud ing all the names 
and desc1·iptions of the dahlias which 
a re eligible for Certifi cates of Merit, a r e 
published in th e N o,·ember iss ue of this 
Bu ll etin. BUT, no name-no li sti ng
that's the rule. And if the name has not 
been g i\' en to your dahlia by the tim e 
the r eport comes to the Editor for p ub
lication, publicity for you r new dahlia 
is lost fo r one year, at least. (Hereto
fo re th e Editor has had to send out 
Air-Mails a nd wires at last minute to 
try to help origi na tors get their dahlia 
··Hopefu ls" in th e list. That will not be 
done, thi s year. Send name i\O\V 
to the Trial Garden Superintendents, 
please. 

J!j 



"WEST COAST NEWS" 
By Dr. J. R. Brandon, Jr., 3437 Gravenstein Hwy., So., Sebastopol, Cal. 

Dr. Julian R. Brandon 
A.D.S. Pacific Coast Editor 

East Bay Dahlia Society 
The first show of the new East Bay 

Dahlia Society, of Oakland, Calif. will 
be held at the new Garden Center in 
Lakeside Parle At the same time' the 
new garden center will be dedicated. 
Represcntati,•es w ill be on hand to greet 
v1s1tor and to take them through the 
• . D.S. Official Trial Gardens and the 
Display Gardens. 

The date of the show, August 22nd 
and 23rd, ties in n icely with the San 
Leandro and San Francisco shows, all 
shows coming within the period of about 
a week. This will enable many dahlia 
g rowers on the \Vest Coast to combine 
their vacations with a "'Dahlia Show 

JAS - MAR DAHLIA GARDENS 
Largest Specialist-Gardens West of 

the Mississippi. 

New Czechoslovakian and Australian 
Imports. 

Visit our Gardens th is Summer and 
Fall - and Write for Fall C atalogue. 

110 S. E. - 139th St. 
AL 3-2638 PORTLAND, OREGON 
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Tour" and ee some of the best blooms 
on th is coa t. 

"HALL O F FLOW ERS NOW REALITY" 
In clue time all dust settles. If we 

have enough patience thing seem to 
work out in the way that is best for all. 
So with San Francisco's long talked of 
Hall of Flowers 
. In California, the state's tax on legal-
1zecl pan-rnutuel hor e race betting runs 
mto the millions of dollars. Parts of this 
go to hospitals, medical research and 
other worthy causes. The various 56 or 
so counties receive up to as much as 
$65,000.00 yearly for their county fairs. 

The San Franci co Flower Show IS 
San Francisco's county faii-. This show 
is participated in by sixteen societies in
cluding the Dahlia Society of California. 
Through the co-operation of these soci
eties and the excellent management of 
Glenn Mack, who managed the show 
for many years and of \Valter F. Gib
son, pre ent Show Manager, the S. F. 
Flower Show, Inc. has managed to stage 
one of America's most beautiful shows 
using only $7,500.00 each year in award~ 
ing cash p r izes to all winners in all sec
tions and classes . 

The remaining part of the yearly 
$65,000.00 ha accumulated until it now 
amounts to something in the neighbor
hood of a half million dollars. Some 
years back it was decided that this was 
to be spent for a Hall of F lowers to 
house a large and a small exhibition ball 
and uitable meeting rooms for the vari
ous societies. 

Now a half million big round silver 
dollars can attract covetous eyes. One 
group wanted to divert this money to
wards a fund for the restoration of the 
Palace of Fine A r ts, built for San Fran
cisco's big 1915 world's fair. One of the 
world 's mo t beautiful buildings the 
Palace of Fine Arts was in a sad' state 
of di repair. But if repaired (or rebuilt) 
it would provide a magnificent exhibi
tion hall. 

The politicos even began to figure on 
ways in which they might divert this 
money back into the general fund thus 
reducin g- taxes. One self-appointed com
mittee to "sa,·e the park" (from what?) 
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objected violently to the Hall of Flowers 
being built in Golden Gate Park, a l
though the park did not seem to have 
been~ terri.bly injured by its Museum, 
Planeta rium, Aqua rium, Academy of 
Science Building, ball park , football 
fi elds, t rotting track, etc. and a dozen 
m ore etc. 

Sol Martin, then President of the D .. 
of California, Glenn Mack and many 
others fought a last-ditch battle to see 
that this money was spent fo r nothing 
else but a Hall of Flower s and that it be 
built in Golden Gate Park. (\i\lhere else 
should a Ball of Flowers be? At the 
garbage dumps yet?) 

SO . . . wot hoppened? The contract 
for construction of the Hall of Flowers 
ba been signed and work on it will 
probably have started before you read 
these lines. It will be on it ORIGI
KALLY PLAN)JED SITE in Golden 
Gate Park. The flower societies will 
have what they want. The "Save The 
Park" ladie have probably fo und some
thing else to " ave." 

The Palace of Fine Arts Building? 
\V ell, San Francisco has many million
aire no one has ever heard of. One of 
the e just casually tos ed in two million 
dollars towards the 3 or 3 Yi million nec
essary to rejuvenate the Palace and the 
balance is assured from other sou rces. 
So everyone is happy except the politicos. 

IF there is a moral to this tory, it 
might be, "Quit hoving, brother. be 
sure you're right, say a little p rayer, get 
out of the driver's cat and what's best 
for all usually happens." 

SAN LEANDRO SPEEDS UP 

\Vith the tarting of construction of 
Oaklands new Garden Center some few 
month back, a considerable number of 
Oakland members of the San Leandro 
Dahlia Society left the latter society to 
form the Ea t Bay Dahlia Society. 

This might have proven quite a set
back to any other society than the San 
Leandro Society. However, the . L. 
Society has been one of the \Yest Coast's 
mo t progressive and ucces ful socie
ties for many long years and hold each 
year what we have always considered to 
be one of the \Vest's most beautiful 
shows. 

U nd er the leadership of President 
E leanor Bolesworth. formerly Secretary 
of the ociety for many years, Caroline 
Rafferty, the present Secretary, Jim Raf
ferty, and its many other enthusiastic 

August, 1959 

m embers, the society has been enrolling 
many new m embers and expects to put 
o n a better than ever show this year. 

READ THE LABELS, FRIEND! 

At a recent dahlia society meeting we 
heard a number of the m embers co m
ment on the fact that in applying a well
known brand of fertilizer w hich comes 
in pellet fo rm, the pellets did not seem 
to dissolve and could be seen on the 
ground for many days after its applica
tion. 

Through habit, we merely glance hast
ily, if at all , at the labels on in ecticides 
and fert ili zers. Often we do not even 
glance. And \\"e r arely read the pam
phlets which usually accompany these 
products. 

Pelleted fertilizer is ESPECIALLY 
DESIGNED to dissolve very, ve r y 
slowly. That is one of the things which 
makes it better than powdered fertilizer. 
Danger of ·'burn" is practically elimi
nated and the plants get a steady daily 
feeding rather than a big "shot" all at 
one time. 

And if you can see the pellets for a 
number of days you ar e not using it 
properly. Ground should be well soaked 
a half day to a day before applying. Pel
lets should then be " ·ell worked into the 
SURFACE. but NOT deeply. Ground 
should be thoroughly watered immedi
ately after application. 

DANGER OF FLAT STATEMENTS 

Some few years back a n ew member 
of ou r society, growing dahlias his first 
year, asked me to look at his plants and 
see if I cou ld tell him what was \\Tong 
with them. 

At a time when his plants should have 
(Con tinued on follo\\·i ng page) 

NEW DAHLIAS 
for 1960 

See Them at the Shows 
Very Interesting 

Most Promising 
Potential Champions 

PENNYPACK 
Stanley Johnson 
Cheltenham, Pa. 
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West Coast News (Cont'd) 
been 80% grO\Yn they were only sickly, 
scrawny weaklings about 16 or 17 inches 
tall. 

Questioning brought forth the follow
ing story. He had much of potash fed 
dahlias. He had heard that in addition to 
other th ings, potash was of the greatest 
value in producing good strong, healthy 
roots that would keep well in storage. 

He had been warned against nitrogen. 
N itrogen would give him soft roots that 
would not last the ·winter. Nitrogen 
wou ld g ive h im \\·eak stems, open cen
ter s and soft blooms. :::-Jitrogen would 
give him too much plant growth and 
not enough bloom growth, etc ., etc. So 
he carefu lly avoided the adding of ANY 
ni t rogen. 

If his place had fairly normal or aver
age soil to begin with, this would not 
have been too disastrous . But his garden 
was main ly .. fill" covered with a very few 
inches of good top soil. Nitrogen is the 
leas t stable of the necessary plant foods. 
A winter of heavy rains had leached the 
top soil n itrogen down through the por
ou fi ll un ti l his nitrogen was almost nil. 

Nitrogen is vitally necessary to plant 
growth.· vVithout nitrogen, life would 
soon disappear from this earth. 

vVhen Joe Doakes, whose soil is 
blessed by nature with ample nitrogen, 
and who is ADDING NITROGEN in 
the fo rm of organic material. tell s the 
new grower that he uses an 0-18-10 or 
a n 0- 10-6 commer cial fert il izer, implying 
that the beginner should do the same, 
he 1s do ing that beginner a disservice. 

Her e around Sebstopol there is a large 
area where potash is always ample in 
the soil and often is even excessive. On 
"the farm" frequent soi l analysis which 

• COME and SEE ! • 
We invite you to visit our garden in 

September and see the NEW varieties 
now on test for Introduction in 1960. 

We have had NEW and BEITER Dahlias 
for you every y.ear for past 25 years. We 
will not disappoint you next season . 

Catalogue R eady in January 

RUSCHMOHR DAHLIAS 
38 Vincent St., Rockville Centre, N. Y. 

• • 
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I make myself, and a number of ~oil 
tests I have had made by a professional 
laboratory, show that my soil has more 
than ample potash. \Vould I not, then. 
be doing the beginner a disservice if I 
were to tell him I u eel 10-18-0 commer
cial fertilizer and, by implication, that 
he should do the same? 

You cannot tell how much salt should 
be added to your soup until you have 
tasted the soup. The formula for adding 
n itrogen is a simple one. Just subtract 
the amount of nitrogen already in your 
soil from the amount of nitrogen neces
sary for optimum dahlia growth and you 
han the amount that hould be added 
to the soil. 

I suggest the following for the new 
dahlia grower. Go to your public library 
and get Ri ley's book on dahlia growing. 
Look in the index under fertilizers and 
take out a couple of books on this sub
ject. And remember, whether you grow 
cabbages, dahlias or wheat, you are a 
FARMER 

The most valuable reading I get is in 
the A. D.S. Bulletin and the ''California 
Farmer." 

Welcom e to t he Gaylords 

One o[ the big lifts to our morale here 
on the farm are the more or less regular 
visits of John Gaylord and his charming 
daughte r, Edna. John is known to the 
dahlia world as an originator of great 
dahlia . Out here on the West Coast he 
is known to his friends al o as a me
chanical genius. 

For many years back he has been a 
member of the Soc iety of Automotive 
Engineers. His basement is full of de
v ices he has built to make dahlia grow
ing, r oot storing, etc. easier, better and, 
above everything, more methodical.John 
is never behind in his work. A lways just 
a bit AHEAD of his work. 

One of John's mechanical contriv
ances wh ich intr igued us was very s im
ple and very effic ien t. His compost cut
ter wa simply an old lawn mower, a 
belt and an electric motor. Yet it does 
a better job than most expensive "store 
boughten" compost cutters. 

O ur conver sation turned to the great 
valu e the beginner p laces upon b lue rib
bons. \ Vhen t he Dah lia Society of Cal i
forn ia ga\·e checks to the 1st and 2nd 
place winners in each type b rought to 
our meet in gs, the competit ion was not 
too g reat. \ Vhen they w i ely decided to 
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give special r ibbons made for the occa
sion, competition became very g reat. 

Pacific Coast Southwest Association 

\Vhich brings to mind Larry Sisk, one 
of the best publicity chairmen we have 
ever corresponded with or met. Larry 
sends out a steady stream of publicity 
no ti ces w hich, besides being always 
lOO o/o accurate, keeps San Diego in the 
Dahlia limelight. 

Larry mailed us a schedule of the 
59 Exhibition of the Pacific Southwest 
Dahlia Association and the Novice Sec
tion caught our eye. It offers some 26 
classes in which the "N"ovice may corn
pete. And the Novice may continue to 
exhibit in this class until he has won 
five blue ribbons. 

The set-up here is worthy of thought. 
The newer grower in the San Diego area 
has ample opportunity to win BLUE 
RIBRO:>JS before he is "'thrown to the 
lions" in the Amateur Class "·l1ere the 
competition is often keener than in the 
Commercial Class. 

\V c hear that our friend :\at Lund
gren. of Santa Cruz, Calif. has vastly 
111creased his planting of seedlings. His 
rapid growth as a commercial grower. 
we believe, is due to the fact that he 
puts his blooms on the tables of as many 
shows as possible. use modern market
ing methods and adverti es his product 
... ROOTS. 

\Ve dropped by to see Mr. and 1[rs. 
Frank Nager of San Francisco. It is a 
source of amazement to us how they 
can grow so very many plants in a lim
ited area and come up with so many 
beautiful blooms, including some seed
lings that \YC really like ycry much. 

); ot too long ago \Ye had a Yi sit from 
John \ \ ' . Dew. of Vallejo, Calif .. a 111em
be1· of the D.S. of Calif. He has some 
yery interesting ideas and we haYe the 
thought that it will not be too long be
fore he will pro,·ide some real competi
tion on the show tables. 

Small \Vorld Department. Saw a 
vaguely familiar face at the last D . S. of 
Calif. meeting. The o\\·ner of the face 
came up to say Hello to u __ It wa s new 
member of the society. Charley Doe. 
one of the kids we played w ith a little 
over a half century ago. 

A ugust , 1959 

\ i\; e could hardly close on the D. S. of 
C. w ithout m entioning their Christmas 
P arty a nd Dinner. This is, next to the 
big show, about the m ost important 
event of the year. \\' e have never at
tended one that was not worth the cost 
of five years' clues. 

The society invites visitors to their 
meetings. In fact, it was this invitation 
that made us become a member and 
start shov,·ing dahlias. We have never 
regretted the visit. - Yours for better 
dahlias, Dr. Julian R. Brandon. 

• 
The Greater St. Louis 

Dahlia Society 
( New Participat ing A.D.S. Societ y) 

The following officers in the St. Louis 
Dab lia Society were elected early this 
year: 

President, Mr. \Vm. Knetzcr, 238 
Bender Avenue. East Alton, Ill.: Vicc
Pre idcnt, Mr. Joe Goss. 341 St. Louis 
Avenue, Ferguson 21. Mo.; Second 
Vice-President, Mr. Rolla Zufall, 10326 
:Maddox Avenue, Overland 1-1, Mo.; 
Secretary, Mrs. Bruno Faerber, 2130 
Sun Valley Drive 21, St. Louis 36, Mo.; 
Financial Secretary, ::.rrs. Frank \Val
ton, 6924 Oleatha Avenue, St. Loui 9, 
Mo.: Treasurer, Mr. Charles DuChesne, 
9834 Barrington Drin, St. Louis 28, 
Mo. 

St. Louis Dahlia Society's show date 
is September 26 and 27, 1959. 

RAYMOND GRASS 

It is with our deepest regrets that 
the St. Louis Dahlia Societv announce 
to the A.D.S. that Goel in- his divine 
grace has called to himself the soul of 
Mr. Raymond Grass. He shall be sadly 
missed by all Dahlia Societies across 
the country. Many many dahlia grow
e rs got their start through Raymond. 
many, many lectures were given by 
Ray, hi untiring efforts will long be 
remembered bv us all. Doctors had 
given Ray up a· year ago, but he fought 
like a good soldier and ahYays claimed 
he was fine. He died in his dahlia patch 
in his dear wife's arms. Our deepest 
sympathy to Mrs. Grass. Mrs. Bruno 
Faerber. 2130 Sun Valley Drive, St. 
Louis 36, Mo. 
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Dahlia Society of California 
Welcomed Into A. D.S. Group 

By Dr. J. R. Brandon Jr. 

At the June 9th meeting of the Dahlia 
Society of California, action was taken 
to have the society become a Participa t
ing Member of the American Dahlia 
Society. 

This might well be called a "delayed 
action." for it had it s inception in the 
visit of Lynn Dudley to the vVest Coast 
some three or four years ago. 

On hi vi it here Dudley spoke at 
meetings of both the an Leandro 
Dahlia Society and the California Soci
ety, pointing out the many advantages 
of affiliating with the A. D.S. Mr. Dud
ley also visited the late Charles Garrity, 
the late Pete Magnuson, John Gaylord, 
Clement Ballay, Pete Harter. Dirk 
Schroeder (present Pre ident of the D. 
S. of C.) and many other Bay Area 
dahlia growers. 

The seed was sown. And at the June 
9th D. S. of C. meeting action was taken 
in a burst of spontaneous enthusiasm. 
and w ith no voiced opposition, to have 
the society become a Participating So
ciety of the A. D. S. 

The California society i one of Amer
ica's oldest, having been organized in 
1912. Its annual show, the San Fran
cisco Flower Show, Inc., is held in con
junction with the hows of a number of 
other flower soc iet ies and differs greatly 
from most of America's shows. 

At this show. \vh ich is rated as one of 
the most beautiful in America, ALL of 
an exhibitor's blooms are displayed to
gether on the liberal sized table allotted 
to him. The only exceptions to this are 
his entries for Best in Show, Largest in 
Show. American lT ome Achievement 
Medal and the Dahlia Society of Cali f. 
Medal. 

Award are made for Most Artistic 
Display a,nd for a very large number of 
arrangements from the tiniest to the nu
merous 25 bloom giant displays in all 
th e color classes. All exhibitors supply 
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their own container~ and, as can be well 
imagined. the containers are not exactly 
of the "five and dime" type. 

'\Vith the possible exception of some 
of the entries in the Beginners Class, it 
\vould not be much of an exaggeration 
to say that exhibitors spend as much 
time, money and effort on containers 
and "background" as they spend pro
ducing their blooms. 

But the sho\v comes but once yearly. 
Except, of course, fo1· a second show 
held at the "Big E," a the "Emporium," 
one of San Francisco's largest depart
ment stores, is affectionately known. 
This show was promoted through the 
efforts of Sylvia Martin. wife of the then 
President, Mr. Sol Martin. Mrs. Martin 
also originated and promoted for the 
society a street display in "Maiden 
Lane." a lane in the very heart of San 
Francisco· downtown retail shopping 
district. 

Between these show seasons the so
ciety conduct wcll-plannecl programs 
each meeting. These programs are of 
benefit to both Beginner and old timer. 
At the July 14th meeting, for instance. 
Sol Martin will conduct a class to in
form Beginners how to put their blooms 
on the show tables. He will not merely 
tell them what to do but. what is far 
more important, what :.JOT to do. 

Like most successfu l dahlia societies. 
the California Society is keenly aware 
that a society ri es or falls with it Be
ginners. Every effort i being made to 
encourage more new growers to exhibit 
and to help these exhibitor in every 
possible way. 

There is expected to be a salt short· 
age soon ... clue to the fact that so 
many dahlia tories now have to be 
taken with n grain of It. 
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DAHLIA PEOPLE 
Here; There and Everywhere 

T. C. Solem, President of the Minne
sota Dahlia Society, \Yhen the i\Iid-V/est 
Show and Conference was held there 
la t year (1958), stopped off for dinner 
and to spend the night (July 31-Aug. 1), 
\\·ith the Dudley on his way to Rich
mond, \Villiamsburg, and points south. 
He travels exten, ively for hi company, 
the Johnson Hydraulic Equipment Co., 
of which he is President and General 
.Manager. 

\Ve .had a lot of fun talking over 
dahlias and Dahlia People. Scarce a well 
known dahlia figure escaped comment. 
pro and con. He regretted that we have 
recently lost four A. D.S. Vice-Pre i
dents through death. Said that he plants 
all his small dahlias and some "Bs'" earlv 
in Mav and has had blooms and home 
display arrangements made by Mrs. So
lem, for the past month. Also says that 
ome larger ones which have been twice 

pinched. will be in bloom for their Show 
at the ~late Fair Grounds on Sept. 6 
and 7. 

Brother Solem say he wi ll do hi ut
most to come east for the A. D. S. and 
X ew Jersey Combined Show on Sept. 
23rd and 2-lth, at Garden State Plaza. 

• 
The last issue received of the "1Iichi

gan Dahlia X ews" (April), edited by 
Dr. Carrick E. \\'ildon. featured an ar
ticle by C. E. \Vildon and .'\.. J. Wolff 
on "Dahlias in the British Isles," and 
one by Dr. \\'ildon. "The Planting of 
Dahlias" with Soil Preparation and other 
necessary Operations. It was an excel
lent dahlia issue. 

August, 19 59 

Your Editor was the recipient of a 
Special Honor at the meeting of Michi
gan Dahlia Association on May 2nd, al
though we did not receive it until June 
29th. It reads "Michigan Dahlia Asso
ciation - Highest Merit. The Michigan 
Dahlia Association presents its Award 
of Highest Merit to - Lynn B. Dudley 
in recognition of a lifetime of meritori
ous service to the dahlia and recognizes 
him as among the Elite of Dahlia Grow
ers." Signed by Ralph I. Bowman, Pres
ident and :\frs. Arthur \Vulff, Secretary, 
Michigan Dahlia Association. Althou gh 
it is rather late, we do heartily thank the 
officers and members of the Michigan 
Dahlia Association for this great honor. 
\Ve were born there, and lived halt of 
our life in that great state and so this 
has a very special meaning for us. :\ 
"prophet being without honor in hi own 
country, etc.," you know. makes this a 
cherished A ware! indeed for us. Thank 
you :Michigan Dahlia Friend very much. 

• 

A. D.S. delegates to the :\1id-\Vest 
Show and Conference at Pittsbu1·gh. 
Sept. 12 and 13 \\·ill inc-luclc: :\Irs. Sarah 
\\'ood, Mi-. and Mrs. \\'alter Hardisty. 
l\Ir. and Mrs. Harry Dreyer, Mr. and 
:\Jrs. Henry Olsen. 1fr. and Mrs. Roy 
\\'ebb, Dr. and :\[rs. Frederick Knocke, 
also Messrs. Mulcahy. Dllclley, Mohr. 
Frank, Stoeckel, Diffcnderffer and Dr. 
Preas. The headquarters will be at the 
l'enn-Sherat n Hotel. 

BALL EGO 
LEIDEN HOLLAND 

Apply for Ballego's 
Well-Illustrated Catalogue 
(Ask for it by A irmail) 

Over 600 varieties from all over the 
world listed in big Catalogue. Thay 
represent every color and type yet 
known. Send for Complete Informa
tion re Importation. 
FOR ANY CLASS-A WINNER 
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The AMERICAN 
DAHLIA SOCIETY, Inc. 

Organized May 10, 19 15 

"The Society is formed for the purpose of 

stimulating interest in and promoting the 

culture and development of the Dahlia; to 

establish a standard nomenclature; to test 

out new varieties and give them such recog

nition as they deserve; to study the diseases· 

of the Dahlia and find remedies for same, 

and to disseminate information relating to 

this flower; to secure uniformity in awardin9 

prizes at flower shows, and to give exhibitions 

when d.ee med advisable." 

BERTRA;II E. PITT, Presiclent 
9730-123rd St., Richmond Hill 19, N. Y. 

EDWARD B. L LOY D, Secretary 
10 Crestmont Road, Montclair, N. J. 

HARRY DREYER, Treasurer 
431 Lincoln Ave., Ridgewood , N. J. 

LYNN B. DL' DLEY, Eclitor, B1tlletin 
25 Irving Pl., New Rochelle, N. Y. 

Editorial 
It seems to thi Editor that mu ch 

would be gained in early o rd ers by 
American Commercia l Growers if they 
would get their lis ts and Catalogues out 
early. The No\'ember Bulletin will 
featu re the N el\' Varieties which win 
A.D.S . Certificates of Merit at the eight 
A.D.S. Trial Gar dens and th ose which 
are awarded Medal Certificates at the 
over 40 Participating and Affiliated So
ciety Shows w hich join in the A. D.S. 
Seedling Sweepstakes Aw a rd s . All 
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originators and introducers are notified 
in plenty of time of such w innings so 
that they can advertise their winners in 
the 'November Bulletin-and-get their 
catalogue copy to the printer early. 
The Early Bird in dahl ia sell ing gets 
the early order s. or at least they stand 
a chance to get a bigger share of the 
Xew Va riety Dahl ia Dollars . 

• 
The second and last installment of 

the Dahl ia V iru s Study by Rowland A. 
Mildner appears in thi issue. \"!\Te have 
received wide acc laim fo r thi s article. 
One corn men t from Europe says, ' 'The 
V iru s a rticl e in the May issue of the 
Bulletin is the best we have ever r ead 
on this subject. Congratu lations !" An
other comment, "The A .D.S. has again 
done a "·onderful service to dahlia 
growers in publishing the Mi 1 cl n er 
Study of Vi ru s Diseses. \Ve need to 
kn ow more about these disea es and 
how growers may keep th e diseases 
from preading. Look forward to more 
r esearch by A.D .S. to help a ll dahlia 
people everywhere. Arn send ing in a 
contribution to the R esearch Fund." 

Editor's No te : Tentative p la ns are be
iitg made to reprint the Mildner Ar ticle 
in pamphlet form and make it available 
to all who contribute to the A.D.S. 
Research Fund, w ith out cost. Copies 
w ill be ava il able to others at a nominal 
price. 

• 
Not many checks or money or der s 

have been r eceived by Treasurer Harry 
Dreyer for th e m o t imp ortant A . D.S. 
Research Fund. If you have been put
ting off sending your con tribution , please 
send a check for a th ousa nd or a dollar 
-\\'hatever you can spar e. No fund i 
more important to th e successful fight 
again st diseases and pests of dahlias. 
Every m ember a nd e\·ery Participa ting 
a nd Affi liated Society should take out 
so me in suran ce in this m a nn er against 
heavy future lo ses to all dahlia g row
ers, including YOU. Read pages 11. 12 
and 13 of th e M ay Bulletin again pl ease 
and then send in your contributio n. 

• 
'·Am enjoying th e Bulletin very much. 

I hope that m ore information about 
growing and culture of dahlias will ap
pear. T ell u about the prolific blooming 
varieties and those which keep well 
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when cut, please. Also the ones which 
regularly ''" in Blue Ribbons. How they 
grow in other states. I grow 100 vari
eties, all cactus but five. HaYe been able 
to g et many visitors to my garden inter
ested in growing dahlias by showing 
them how nice they look in arrange
ments. They are outstanding as cut 
flowers."-Mrs. Ralph Eisenmayer, 1917 
l\. Main Ave., Springfield, Mo. 

• 
'"vVish I lived nearer )J" ew York, so 

that I could attend the Executive Meet
ing of the A. D . . I would like to 
.. gathe1· round'" the table with all you 
folks oftener. Tell my friends I think of 
them on these occa ions. I send mv 
greetings by '"Proxy.·' - Bob Connai, 
Rochester. 

• 
George Brungcs phon ed us from El

mira about Frank Eyer's death on July 
11th. He also said that he was so busy 
with his new nur ery and landscaping 
business that he did not get his dahlias 
pla nted t ill nearly the middle of June. 
The shows up in ?\ ew York State that 
have depended on B runges Blooms for 
their sh ows should begin to worry. 

• 
Richard T. Eddy, our old as ociate on 

the Honor Roll writes from E ncinitas, 
Calif., .. I do not know \\·hen any ne\\·s 
has so saddened me as the word of the 
passing of Lou Roberts. :::\ ot only was 
it unexpected, but the suddenn ess of it 
makes it even more keen. H ave lost 
practically all my dahlia stock with th e 
scourge of ··Lesion :::\ cmatode" a nd I a m 
praying that V APA:M ,,· ill save ome of 
my top notch seedlings of the past four 
seasons. By the way, why not dedicate 
the August issue of the Bulletin to the 
Memory of Lou Roberts?"' Editor·s 
Note: \Vi h we could do this. and in a 
way, we are doing just that. See his pic
ture on the Cover, Dick. 

• 
The Editor and Mrs. Dudley cele

brated their SOth \Yeclcling A nniversary 
on Sunday, July 29th. Some 80 g uests, 
including two sons a nd a daughter; our 
two s is ters from Cal ifornia; and seven 
of the eight g randchildren were present. 
Ther e wer e many dahlia friends pre ent 
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and these were kind enough not to 
criticize the dahlia planting, \A·hich had 
been somewhat neglected while getting 
1·eacly for the big party. Our deepest 
thanks to the many who sent the beauti
fu l flower arrangements and other gifts, 
even though we requested ''No Gifts 
Please." 

" 
Plan to take your dahlia blooms to 

the show that you1· society w ill s tage 
this fall. See th e full list of Dahlia 
Exhibitions on Page Two, (inside front 
cover.) 

• 
W ca th er conditions across the coun

try have been varied. In Cali fornia they 
r eport no rain since :.larch and the heat 
on several occasions has been terrific. 
Dr. Brandon r eported that th ey had a 
spell of over 100 degree , 111 on one 
day, near San Francisco, w here the 
mean temperature is 71 , year a ro und. 

In the East \\'e had more rain in July 
than in May. For past six weeks both 
temper a tures and humidity have been 
aboYe 80. Indicatio n s are tha t a drought 
i starting in this section. But plants 
here gen erally are in good condition 
a nd many in bud early at thi writing, 
August 1 t. 

• 
\Ve are indebted to H. L. C ummings 

of Chicago, one of Lou R oberts c lose 
friends, who fir st noti fied u s of the 
latter 's serious illness. and la ter of his 
death. He also su pplied us w ith much 
data included in the t ory of Lou's life. 
Thank you "Buck." 

For Dutch Dahlias 

WM. De RUYTER 
of OEGSTGEEST, Holland 

54 Dorp s treet 

Free on Application 
::\cw Illustra ted P rice Li t 1959-60 
of .·\\\·ard ecl ~ovelties and Selected 
S tandard Varie ties of the \\'oriel's 

Best Dah lias. 

Gunrantee<l ' ·True to Name" 

23 



Nationwide Dahlia Society News 

CLOS ING DATES FOR REPORTS 

Jan. I 0 for Feb. issue 

April I 0 for May issue 

July I 0 for Aug. issue 

Oct. I 0 for Nov. issue 
Please send Reports by the above 
dates if you wish them included in 
following issue. 

ALSO - Make Them Brief. 

AND - Typewritten. 

LENGTH- Participating, not ovar 270 
words, 45 lines of type - 5 inches. 
Affiliated, not over 180 words, 30 
lines of type, or 3lf2 inches. Count 
6 words typewritten, as one line of 
8 point type as printed in the 
Bulletin.) 

Ya.zoo County Dahlia Society 

The Yazoo County Dahlia Society 
met June 21 in the main auditorium of 
the County Building with \N'alter 
White, County Agent, as scheduled 
speaker. 

Following a brief business session, a 
general discussion of dahlias diseases 
and their control was held. Due to the 
rainy "·eather, many members reporte.d 
greater prevalence of insects and vari
ous remedies were suggested. 

The fall show was discussed. The 
tentative date ha been et for October 
11 and 12, and members were given 
schedules. The show will again be held 
in the high school building with sec
tion set aside for out of town ex
hibitors and the local garden clubs. 
Plans are being made for a bigger and 
better show than any in the past. 

Before adjournment, B. S. Pruitt pre
sented several of his seedlings to those 
present, stating that he had about 800 
which he would share with anyone who 
wanted some. He also said he has 
planted one plot of named varieties and 
will plant another with the seedlings 
w here the public can select both cut 
flowers and tubers on the ground. 
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Minnesota Dahlia Society 
September 6th and 7th the Show of 

this society will be staged again at the 
Agricultural-Horticultural building at 
the State Fair Grounds, located mid
way between St. Paul and Minneapolis. 

From all r eports to date this year's 
show will be as large, if not larger 
than last year's show for t\YO reasons. 
First, all report say that the gardens in 
the Twin Cities are the best we have 
ever had. Second, the membership of 
the society is the largest in its history. 
vVhich indicates that many more ex
hibitors will be on hand and enter their 
blooms. 

To all who visited the show last year, 
and there were literally thousands, we 
bid a hearty welcome and hope you will 
come again thi year. ViThile here, too, 
be sure to visit the Dahlia Trial Gar
dens, now in their second year, located 
at the Farm School of the University 
of Minnesota. Remember the dates, 
Sunday and Labor Day, Sept. 6-7. Dr. 
A. E . Jarnesoton, President; Earnest 
Ander son, Vice-President and Show 
Chairman. 

• 
Greater Phila. Dahlia Society 
Don't miss our Twelfth Annual 

Show, to be held at WCAU Radio & 
Television Center, City Line and Mon
ument Avenue ,Philadelphia, Pa., Sept. 
19, 1959 and Sept. 20, 1959. 

You are invited to exhibit at this 
Show, the Show Schedule may be ob
tained by contacting our Secretary, 
Mr . N. L. \Vright, 6926 Ridge Avenue, 
Ph iladelphia 28, Pa. 

The Show is very easy to get to. 
Motoring? Pennsylvania Turnpike, then 
the Expressway to Philadelphia (City 
Line). Convenient? Extra large parking 
lot at the door. Help? Yes, our Show 
committee will assist you. 

The Society welcome Non-Members 
to exhibit; so, how about exhibiting at 
our Show, the City of Brotherly Love 
welcomes you. 

If you cannot exhibit this year, by all 
means come and see this big DAHLIA 
SHO\V. Mrs. )J'. L. \N'right. Secretary, 
6926 Ridge .'\.venue, Philadelphia 28, Pa. 
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Long Island Dahlia Society 
The April meeting of the Long Island 

Dahlia Society was held on April 16, 
1959. At this meeting, the Society voted 
to maintain the Dahlia Trial Gardens at 
the grounds of the School of Agricul
ture, Farmingdal e, _ . Y. and to assign 
the sum of $150 for thi purpose. 

This entire sum wa rai ed by the 
Yoluntary subscription of the member
sh ip present at this meeting. Martin 
Guttler was elected Chairman of the 
Trial Gardens and the amount raised is 
to be as igned as a scholarsh ip to be 
applied to the study and maintenance of 
the Trial Gardens this year. 

Trial Ground Field Day 

As a relaxation before the last lap in 
preparation for the Fall Dahlia Sho\Y, 
the Long Island Dahlia Society "·ill 
hold a Field Day and Picnic on Labor 
Day Sunday, September 6, 1959, at the 
Farmingdale Agricultural and Techni
cal Institute, Farmingdale, L . L N. Y. 
This will be an all day affair and mem
bers and guests will at this time have 
an opportunity to inspect the progress 
of the Trial Gardens at the same loca
tion. Mrs. Russell Holslag, Secretary, 
547 Parkside Blvd., Massapequa, N. Y . 

• 
Alabama Dahlia News 

\Ve had a very wet spring and at 
times we wondered if we \Yould need a 
boat to get about in-we didn't-the 
dahlias got planted and are now look
ing good. \Va1· has been formally de
clared on all insects. \Voe unto any 
insects no matter what kind that casts 
an eye longingly at our dahlia patch 
for he is in for trouble. 

Our eyes are set not only on our 
Show but also on tho, e in Chattanooga 
and Atlanta. Prun ing is being done 
accordingly and we will go to each " ·ith 
fire in our eye . 

Our appetites are already yearning 
over the good things to eat that we'll 
ha,•e at our Annual Picnic, July 25th 
at the "Pate Farm." 

So often it happens that in the mid t 
of life comes sadness. Our hearts are 
sad .becau e of the death of a lovely, 
gracious lady, 1Irs. George A lderson 
'.vife of our good president. Since com~ 
i1~g here to live almost nine years ago, 
sne has endeared her elf to us, for to 
know her \Yas to love her. \Ve treasure 
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1 he memory of this kindly, gracious 
lady and though no longer \Yith us she 
will continue to live in our hearts. 
Maude Goodwin, Reporter, 2612 Ave. S, 
Fairview, Birmingham. 

• 
The Rochester Dahlia Society 
The Rochester Dahlia Society will 

hold a t\YO-day show September 19 and 
20, (Saturday and Sunday), at the 
Rochester Museum of Arts and Sci
ences. Mr. Phillip Kimme ll , 1441 
Clover Road, Rochester, K. Y., is the 
show chairman, assisted by :\fr. Har
old Bircher. 37 Ontario View Street, 
Rochester. N. Y. 

Plans are under way for a very good 
show, the best ever. \\-e welcome out 
of town exhibitors and gue ts. Any one 
wishing to attend and desiring a place 
to stay may contact the sho\\· commit
tee, arrangements will be made. 

A banquet is planned for Saturday 
night. after the judging. From all re
ports it will be a gala affair. Old friends 
will get together, new people in the 
dah lia world will learn from the discus
sion of the experts and all w ill have a 
good time. 

Rochester is known as the ' 'Flower 
City." let us show you that it is a 
friendly city, too. (Mrs.) Celia Tulley. 
Corresponding Secretary, 985 South 
Avenue, Rochester, N. Y. 

• 

Pacific Northwest Dahlia 
Conference 

\Ve arc pleased to report that the 
Pacific Northwest Trial Garden has 
thi1·ty-five new entries, and is re-grow
ing two varieties from the 1958 sea on: 
a total of thirty- even varieties on trial. 
All are doing fine so far. although there 
arc no blooms as yet. The garden is in 
the midst of a fine buffer planting, do
nated by members of the \Vashington 
State Dahlia Society, of Tacoma. 

The garden is located in a beautiful 
spot overlooking Puget ound, and 
next to the bus depot in Point Defiance 
Park, Tacomah, vVash. The park de
partment ha done a wonderful job in 
planting and caring for the dahlias. The 
per onnel have been very co-operative. 
Clifford A. Taylor, Director, J.+20 South 
Stevens Street, Tacoma 5, vVash. 
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Nationwide Dahlia News (Cont'd) 

Prolific Blooming Cherokee Beauty 
Mrs. Ralph Eisenmayer of Springfield, Mo., writes: "Tell us about 
prolific blooming Dahlias." Well here's one variety which makes a 
colorful showing in any garden. This is a row of Cherokee Beauty 
grown by its introducer, Dahliadel at Vineland, N. J. It is an "A" 

size, Inf. Dec. Pink. (Photo, Dudley) 

National Capital Dahlia Society 

National Capital Dahlia Society will 
be host for the 5th Mid-Atlantic Con
ference Show. It wi ll be held in con
junction with our 24th Regional Show 
on Sept. 26 and 27, 1959, at U.S. Botanic 
Gardens located at the foot of Capital 
Hill. Vie believe we can count on Con
ference members to help make thi 
s how one of the best the :Nation's Cap
ital has eve1- seen . The Chairmen of 
the various Show Committees at-e : 

Orman E. Shneeman, Vernon Ail
stock, Lloyd Dye. Ben Stong, George 
Dodrill, :\Trs. Z. Gillam, Samuel Shap
iro. Russell Hill. Vernon A il stock. 
Cylde Stewart, Rixey Gray, James 
Stewart. Eel Christopher, Mrs. Joe 
vVhite, Carl R. Greimel. 

You ·wi ll find these ladies and gentle
men friendly and cooperative. They 
make a fine team under the direction of 
our President, "Johnny" Gilmer. Most 
of our past presidents and our Dahlia
gram editor, Arthur S. "Bill" Mason 
will be on hand too. Our show is a 
good place to see your dahlia friends . 

At this writing, "scattered showers" 
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is all the weather man has promised for 
quite some time. And he is right too! 
Sometimes they arc scattered here and 
there (but not in one's own garden). 
and sometimes one does get the scat
tered sho\\·er-a few drops scattered 
throughout the garden. But dahlias are 
such wonderful flo,,·crs. Those who can 
'"ater their plants will come in with 
fine bloom , and those who must grow 
"dry" will manage too. 

Some of the finest people in the world 
grow dahlias. Come to our show and 
meet folks like yourse lf. Carl R. Grei
rnel. 6369 Ridge Drive, \Vashington 16, 
D. C. OLiver 2-0401. 

• 
Michigan Dahlia Association 
The Michigan Dahlia Association 

presented awards at the annual root 
auction May 2, 1959. at 1richigan State 
University. Mr. and 1[rs. A. H. Em
mons, Barton Elliot. J. Louis Roberts, 
Lynn B. Dudley, :\Tick Koenig. James 
Raymond, Dr. Paul Morgan and Dr. C. 
E. \Vildon recei,·ed merit awards for 
contributions to dahlia culture and to 
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dahlia o rgani za tio ns for twenty (20) 
years or m or e. 

R aym ond O lson, J a rnes Faggion, 
J ohn All en, i\ Irs. Robert Schilling, B. 
IL Bott o m, Mr. and Mrs. Ralph 
Etienne, a nd \Villiam Halvaty, Jr., re
ceived green thumb awards for out
standing skill in growing dahlias. 

Victor Steckle, E ugene Holland, Ar
thur J. \Vulff, M r. and M rs. A. H. 
E mm ons, Barton EIJ:ott, J . Louis Rob
erts. D r. and M rs. Norm an Ac kerma n, 
Herman Rhode, James Raymond, Mr. 
and Mrs. Carl Sattl er. Dr. Paul Morgan 
and J ohn T r estra il were given awards 
for proficiency in judging dahlia vari e
ties in the field. 

The elates for the Michigan Dahlia 
Ass ociation State Show are August 29-
30 in the Civic A udito r ium, Lansing, 
Michigan. Marjorie Bowman, Cor
responding Secretary, 321 Coler S tree t, 
Jackson, ill ich igan. 

• 

North Jersey Dahlia Society 

As the Tenth Anniversary Show time 
comes nearer, we find our m ember s 
\\'O rkin g diligently to put this show 
over most successfully. :\! orth Jersey 
has had wonderful sho\\'s and has 
grown so fast, it seem s impossible to 
im prove over the last one ; never-th c
less, \\'ith the new location \\'here all 
exhibits \\·ill be on one Aoor, and plenty 
of room to set up fo r th e show, the 
P reak ness Grange Ha ll offers the most 
in conveniences. rain or shine. Located 
ju<t clow n the street from ou r previous 
sho\\' spot on th e H amburg Turnpike. 
An added attrac ti on whi ch sho uld be 
quite interest in g. is a cla s fo r seedlings 
which have been na med in former years 
at the North J er ey Shows amo ng 
which arc ''Lou Costell o," "Lawrence 
W elk,"' "Dorothy Can fi eld," ' " City of 
Paterson,'' "Charlotte Sm ith ," ·'Mary 
:'1-f cCrowe," " :Marn a Green,'' "Bess 
Titus," ' "Bill Vooz," etc., it will be inter
esting to see ho\\' many of th ese find 
th eir way bac k to th e show tabl es. Our 
annual famil y outing wi ll be held o n 
th e third Sunday in August, and we 
hope a ll will attend as th e affair has 
ah,·ays been an enjoyable one. A cord ial 
invita tio n is herew ith extended to a ll 
reader s to visit our show th e \\' eekend 
of Sept. 5th a nd 6th. Everett T . Church, 
1480 A lp s Road, \Vayn e, N. J. 
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Southe'strn Mich. Dahlia Society 
\Vith the usual busy time of plant

ing just beh ind us, we are now looking 
forwa rd to our Ann ua l Picnic meeting 
to be held on Sun day, July 26. This 
year " Bill' ' Cadwell has graciously in
vited us to his lovely home fo r the 
eve nt. 

Ou r Show will be held on Saturday 
a nd Sunday, Sept. 12 and 13, at th e 
O'S hea Recreation Center in D etroit, 
and we extend a hearty inv ita tion to all 
who a re in the vicinity of this D ynamic 
City at that time, to attend. J ean M illar, 
Recording Secreta ry. 158-+8 P inehurst 
Avenue, Detroit 38, Mich igan. 

• 

What mo st Dahlia Growers need is 
an alarm clock that will ring when 
it is time to ri se to the occasion fo a 
Dahlia Society tneeting . 

He went to an agricultural college 
to study dahlia culture and l1is class· 
mates voted him " the boy most likely 
to sack seed." 

If you think that you work hard er 
than th e average dahlia grower to 
produce better bloom s, you are just 
an average dahlia grower. 

It's natural that a dahlia grower 
becomes quie:er and quieter as he 
grows older. He · probably ha s more 
to keep quiet about. 

Healthy Dahlias from Holland!! 

Choose frorn Holland's mo:+ complete 
list of over 700 choicest varieties origi· 
nated all over the world. 

Apply by Air-Mail for FREE 1960 Cata
logue, giving full information how to im
port our better dahlias. 

FA. D. BRUIDEGOM 
BAA RN HOLLAND 
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DAHLIA FR IE ND S- Here's the real low down. The American Dahlia 

Society would like to send this Qu.arterly Bulletin to MORE Dahlia Growers. 

It needs more Young, Willing, ACTIVE Members. Probably you know some of 

that breed of Dahlia Growers. Chances are that they need the Bulletin to help 

them grow Bigger and Better Dahlias. 

The further inside facts are: John Mehger (and Mrs. Metzger), are inces

sant travelers. You can hardly ever find them home. That wouldn't be so bad, 

except that he is the A. D.S. Membership Chairman. Being away so much he 

really needs your help to entice some of your neighbors to "join up" with this 

society. Understand, he's not too bashful to ask you to do this. He just isn't 

home often enough to do it. So, why not surprise him by doing some dahlia 

A. D.S. member salesmanship? Fill out the Blank below with the name, ad

dress, etc., and send it (with the money), to John Metzger, 126 Allen Street, 

Irvington, N. J. 

A.D.S. MEMBERSHIP BLANK 
Please Use This Blank to Renew Your Membership 

Or Help a Friend to Join 

American Dahlia Society, Inc. 
Harry A. D1·eyer, Treasurer 
431 Lincoln Ave., Ridgewood, N. ). 

Please (Renew) (Enter) my membership in the American 
Dahlia Society. Enclosed find (check) (money order) for 
$4..00, of which $3.00 is for the annual subscription to the 
Bulletin of the American Dahlia Society, publi hed quarterly. 

Name .................................................................................................... . 

Street No ............................................................................................. . 

City .............................................................. State .............................. . 

Name and Address of a .................................................................... . 

Friend Who Might Join ................... ................................................ . 
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