


DAHLIA SHOWS ACROSS THE NATION 

If your show is not listed below, please send information lo the Editor. Or, if it is 

listed, but incorrectly, please send revisions for Aug. Bulletin. 

Date 

Aug. 2- 3 
Aug. 16-17 

Aug. 23-24 
Aug. 23-24 
Aug. 21-24 

Aug. 30-31 

Society 

Son Diego Co. Dahlia Soc. 
Inglewood Dahlia Society 
Snohomish Co. Dahlia Soc. 
Portland Dahlia Society 
Kitsap Co. Dahlia Society 

Place 

Recital Hall, Balboa Park 
Inglewood High School 
Public library 
Sunken Bollr'm, Masonic Temple 
Bremerton Civic Cen. (Co. Fair) 

Kitsap Co. Dahlia Society Bremerton Civic Center 
Host to Pacific Northwest Dahlia Conference) 

Aug. 30-31 Southern Oregon Dahlia Soc. Auditorium, Public Library 

Aug. 30-Sept. l, Badger State Dahlia Soc . . Community Center 

Aug. 31-Sept. 1, Minnesota Dahlia Soc. Hort. Hall , Minn. State Fair 
(Host to Mid-West Dahlia Conference) 

Sept. 6- 7 Dahlia & Plant Specialists Garden Center 

Sept. 6- 7 Washington State Dahlia Soc. Normona Holl, 

Sept. 7 Irvington Gorden Club Irvington High School 

Sept. 7 Soufhern Tier Dohlia Society Mork Twain Hotel 

Sept. 6- 7 Michigan Dahlia Ass 'n. I. M.A. Holl 

Sept. 13-14 American Dahlia Sociefy } 
New Jersey Dahlia Sociefy Newark Airport 

Irvington Gorden Club 

Sept. 13-14 
Sept. 20 
Sept. 21 
Sept. 20-21 
Sept. 20-21 
Sept. 20-21 
Sept. 20-21 
Sept. 20-21 
Sept. 20-21 
Sept. 20-21 
Sept. 20-21 
Sept. 24-25 
Sept. 27-28 
Sept. 27-28 

Sept. 27-28 

North Jersey Dahlia Society 
Long Island Dahlia Society 

Fresno Dahlia Society 
Baltimore Dahlia Society 
Dahlia Society of Alo. 
Bergen Co., Dahlia Society 
~outhtown Dahlia Club 

First Not. Bank & Trust Co. 
Mid· lslond Com. Center 

Eastpoint Com. Hall 
Thomas Jefferson Hotel 
Liberty School 
Hamilton Park Field House 

Dahlia Society of Kentucky Kentucky Hotel 
Takoma Horticultural Club Takoma School 
East Liverpool Doh. & Fl. Soc. West Gate School 
Greater Phil. Dahlia Society W . C. A . U. Tel. Sta . 
Berholme Hort. Society Cheltenham Fed. Sov. & Loon 
Mid America Dahlia Society Country Club Plaza 
Ohio Volley Dahlia Ass' n. Cincinnati Art Museum 

Dahlia Society of Tenn. Hotel Patten 
(Host to the Southern States Dahlia Association} 

Sept. 27-28 Notional Capitol Dahlia Soc. 
Sept. 29-0ct. 1 Virginia Dahlia Society 

U. S. Botanic Gorden 

Miller & Rhoades Store 

Oct. 4- 5 Central Volley Dahlia Soc. Bakersfield Art Gallery 
(Host to the Pacific Southwest Dahlia Association} 

Oct. 4- 5 Dahlia Society of Georgia Southeastern Fair 

Oct. 4- 5 Greater Kansas City Doh. Soc. Shawnee Mission High School 

Oct. 4- 5 Suburban Dahlia Society 

(Host i·o Mid-Atlantic Dahlia Conference) 

City 

S:rn Diego, Colt<. 
Inglewood, Calif. 
E"erett, Wash. 
Portland, Ore. 
Bremerton, Wash. 

Bremerton, Wash . 

North Bend, Ore. 
Madison, Wis. 

Minneapolis, Minn. 

CJe..,elond, Ohio 
Tacoma, Wash . 
Jr..,i ngton, N. J. 
Elmira, N. Y. 
Flint, Mich . 

Newark, N . J . 

Wayne, N. J . 
Hicksville, N. Y. 
Fresno, Calif. 

Baltimore, Md. 
Birmingham, Alo. 
Englewood, N. J . 
Chicago, 111 . 
Louisville, Ky. 
Washington, D. C. 
East li..,erpool, Ohio 

Philadelphia, Po. 
Cheltenham, Po. 
Kansas City, Mo. 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

Chattanoogo, Tenn. 

Washington, D. C. 

Richmond, Ve . 

Bakersfield, Calif. 

Atlanta, Ga . 

Mission, Kon. 

Pikesville, Md. 
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Forest Dohlio Gardens 

Porrello Dahlia Gardens . 

Pennypack Dahlia Gardens 

Ruschmohr Dahlia Gardens .. 

ADVERTlSING RATES 

Paga 

24 

17 

14 

21 

15 

Minimum space accepted one. eighth page. 
See Special Discounts for 2 and 4 consec· 

utive insertions below. 
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the first one. The entire amount for oil 

advertisements ordered will be immedi
ately due, without further discounts, un

less credit hos been previously established , 

and payments arranged with Treasurer 

Henry Olsen. 
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Entered as second class matter at the 
Post omce at New York. N. Y., under 
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The Green Peach Tree Aphid -
The Carrier Of Dahlia Mosaic 

By Arthur W. Mason, 3935 - 6th St., So. , Arlington. Va. 
Chairman Plant Research Committee, A . D. S. 

The Green Peach Tree :\phid (Myzus persicae), which is sometimes 
called the Spinach Aphid, is the worst insect that attacks dahlias. It is 
the only known carrier of dahlia rnusaic. It wa~ named the Peach Tree 
Aphid because it generally appear~ about the time the peach and other 
pit fruits are in bloom. 

This particul ar Aphid was introdu ced in the Cnited States irom 
Europe where it was known as the Green Fly. "V- ' ithin a few years 
after it was introduced in the United States it had spread to a ll parts 
of the country. In different parts of the l'nited tates it fayors different 
kinds of vegetation and often limit it s infection to certain \·arieties of 
plants. There is no section of the l 1 nited States \Yhere. during the 
growing season of dah lias, it has not heen found on dahlia plants. 

The Green Peach Tree Aph id hatches from shiny black egg-, gen
erally deposited on the bark of peaches. plums, ch erries. apr icots, and 
other pit fruit, but eggs have now been found deposited on the bark of 
other deciduous t rees. Eggs have alsu been found upun certa in peren
nial plants. such as English and Boston hy. Occasional reports indi
cate that the eggs have been found on chr_\-,,anthemums and primula 
plan ts. 

In the Washington area Green Peach 
Tree Aphids have been discovered in green 
houses as early as February rs and have 
been detected in cold fram es as earlr as 
i\fay 20. . 

Many dahl ia plants in the cold frames 
where the aphid was discovered later 
developed mosaic. Plants taken from the 
same parent stock but grown in other cold 
frames where there were no Green Peach 
Tree Aphids. were healthy. 

Near these cold frames there were sev· 
era! host plants, some of them with liYt 
aphids on them. All of these investigatiom 
point to one fact, that infection can take 
place in the green houses and cold fram es 
before the plants are planted in the field. 

There is a record where a dahlia clump 
was cut in two and the two halves propa
gated about rs miles apart. One propaga· 
tor, all his plants were healthy. The other 
grower. at ·1east, 50 percent of the plants 
showed an unmistakable mosaic pattern 
by May rs. 

Many dahlia growers a re unable to di s
tinguish Green Peach Tree Aphids from 
other green bodied aph ids. Oftentimes. the 
Apple Aphid. Green Aphid. Melon Aphid. 

4 

Pea :\phid, and others which have green 
bodies are mi · taken for the Green Peach 
Tree Aphid. The following factors may 
help to distinguish them: · 

1. 1fany of the green bodied aphids 
don't like dahlias. or at best are onh· 
compatible tu certain varieties of 
dahlias. If they arc put on dahlia 
lea,•es. if winged. they Ry immedi
ately away. or if wingless, they soon 
fall to the ground. 

2. The body color of the Green Peach 
Tree .\i>hid is a yellowish green 
color. It has a uniiorm color at all 
seasons of the vea r. It has been 
determined that ·mo,t of the other 
gn:en bodied aphids either haYe more 
n~llow in their ho<iv colors or are a 
(larker grel'n than .the Green Peach 
Tm: :\phid. 

3. The Gn·en Pearh Tree .·\phid has a 
distinct marking oi three cros, lines 
and are much mon: distinct than on 
the bodies of otlwr aphids similarly 
marked. Thest· Jim·,. appear to he 
more di,tinct cl11ring the spring 
months than during the summer and 
fall. 
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\Ve have examined numerous dahlia 
patches. In most of these no live aphids 
were found, but on close examination of 
the plants unmistakable signs were found 
that at some time aphids had been present: 

r. Body shells of dead aphids. 
2. Deformation of tender new leaves, 

characteri stic of aphid injury. 
3. Sooty mold growing in Aphid honey

dew that was deposited on the leaves. 
Oftentimes with ants present. 

-1. Plants known to have been grown 
from .this stock in the field developed 
mosaic. 

Generally nearby numerous host plants 
were found, oftent imes with aphids pres
ent. Late in the g rowing season the most 
numerous hosts were abundant , in vege
tabl e gardens. 

A ll Aphids hatched from eggs in the 
spring are wingless females. These females 
are viviparous and produce young without 
fertilization, which in turn produce other 
wingless females. 

Some of these wingless females soon 
hatch winged females which mig rate to 

The Green Peach T ree Aphid 
The only known ca rrier of Dahlia Mo

sa ic virus, as proved by Dr. Philip C. 
Brierly in 1933, (see A. D. S. Bul let in, 
July , 1933) in tests made at the Boyce
Thompson Institute for Plant Resea rch, at 
Yonkers, N. Y. 
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other host plants. For some reason un
known to us these early hatched winged 
females seem to favor other food plants 
than dahlias, but once the dahlia plants 
get a start or are r8 inches high, they 
become one of the favorite host plants for 
Green P each Tree A phids. The fi rst 
Aphids found on dahlias are practically alt 
winged females, which certai nly indicates 
that they are visitors from other host 
plants. In dahlia fi elds, where a weekly 
spraying program is conducted, wingless 
fema les are never found, which is another 
indication that the Aphids have migrated 
to the dahlias from other plants. 

In the W ashngton area Green Peach 
T ree Aphids have never been di scovered 
on dahlia plants before May 25. It is about 
that time that the first migration from 
the origina l host plants takes place. 

In this locality winged males are first 
found on dahlias about September 20; on 
unsprayed clah 1 ia plants they will be found 
until the first killing frost. ·wingless 
females are not found on dahlia plants 
until sometime after September 20 and 
aga in on ly on plants on which no insecti
cides have been recently applied. These 
males and females are, therefore, the off
spring of Aphids that have mated on 
dahlia plants. About that elate the first 
mating takes place on dahlia plants. The 
eggs from this mating a re deposited on 
winter host plants. 

It is dangerous to believe that only 
stunted dahlia plants are affected with 
mosaic. The mosaic pattern often varies 
with different varieties, or even with the 
same variety. The pattern often varie at 
different seasons of the year. The char
acteristic symptoms a re fully described on 
page 24 of the. February 1957 iss ue of the 
A.D.S. Bulletm. 

Since 1956 when I was appointed Chair
man of the A.D.S. Research Committee, 
I <>aye a large portion of my time study
in~ dahlia mo aic. During that period I 
ha~e examined many thousand dahlia 
plants in different parts of the United 
States and I am conYinced that there is 
no garden, including my own, growing of 
more than JOO plants that does not have 
mo aic unless it has been thoroughly 
rogued. 

These examinations have developed many 
interesting facts. The following obserya
tions are limited to ":\" and " B" size 
dahlias listed in the 1955, 1956, and 1957 
Official Classification List : 

r. Semi-cactus and Cactu varieties arc 
almost twice as susceptible as formal 
and informal , decorative dahlias. 
(Co11ti11 11ed 011 followi11g page) 
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Peach Aphid, Carrier of Dahlia Mosaic 

MOSAI C - Conti nued 

z. Aphids seem to prefer some varieties 
over others. Dahlias that show a 
high percentage of infect10n m one 
part of the count ry_ generally show a 
similar percentage 111 other parts. 

3- Aphids seem to have a decisive pref
erence fo r color. W hite a~1d yellow 
var ieties being their favorite col?rs. 
Followed by light blends of p111k, 
lavender, autumn, and orange colors. 
Light reels, deep p111ks, and deep 
lavenclars are not among the colors 
favored by Aphids. Dark reels, pur
ple, and purp le and white bi-colors 
are the colors that are the less 
favored by Aphids. 

4. Dahlia plants with coarse leaves and 
heavy fib rous stems definitely have 
less mosaic than plants with fine 
leaves and smooth stems. This fact 
has been noted in several diffe rent 
part s of the wor ld , and it seems to 
be the general opinion that because 
of the coarse texture of the leaves 
and stems the Aphids are unable 
to puncture the plant t issue suffi
ciently to get the virus into the sap 
stream. 

5. Some va rieties are almost immune 
to mosaic. For example, I had to 
examine 136 of "Mrs. Hester Pape" 
before I found a plant affected with 
mosaic. 

A common topic among dah lia growers 
is the health of their dahlia plants. One 
often hears conversation about his "healthy 
stock" or "good stock" or "clean stock" 
and many other synonyms to descr ibe 
good dahlia roots and plan ts. On the other 
hand you will hear this about poor plants 
and tubers "stock has run out" or "I can't 
locate any good stock" or ".. va riety 
isn't good any more." Seldom do you ever 
hear dahlia growers admit that he has 
mosaic in his garden. 

F or the past three years my inte rest ha 
been largely in the "run out" or "poor 
stock" not in a "good or clean stock." 
This is what I have found out about the 
"poor stock." The percentage varies in 
di ffe rent gardens, but general ly 60 per
cent of the "poor stock" has mosaic. The 
other 40 percent deteriorat ion is from 
other causes. 

Many of these 60 percent var ietie are 
tolerant to mosaic bu t not to the extent 
that the virus does not affect the growinrr 
habits of the plant and / or the size of the 
flower, and/o r the vigorousness of the 
roots. 
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I have listed all of the "A" and "B" 
size dah lias that have been deleted from 
the 1956, 1957, and 1958 Joint Classifica
tion List and it is interesting to note that 
of the varieties that have the mosaic 
record. approxmiately 36 percent of these 
deleted varieties are listed as showing the 
highest percentage of mosaic. 

VI/ e have found that from September 20 
until the frost is the worst time for the 
spreading of dahlia mosaic. It i the encl 
of the growing period, most of the shows 
are over, and there is a general let-clown 
in garden care by most dahlia growers. 
Few of them continue their usual spraying 
program. 

During this period we have seen numer
ous dahlia plants with very slio-ht signs 
of mosaic, generally affecting only a few 
of the topmost crowns of the plant. It was 
necessary to make a careful examination 
of these plants to discover the infection. 
Numerous plantings from these plants the 
following year always produced a high 
percentage of mosaic infected plants. 

Early spraying of all winter host plants 
is one of the best ways to control Aphids. 
Any good contact garden spray wil l do 
the trick. \Vatch your neighbor's garden. 
It can be a source of infection. especial ly 
from June l to frost. Spray whenever 
Aphids are discovered in or near your 
dahlia patch. Delay may be fatal. It only 
takes one Aphid to give a ''Kis of Death" 
to a dah lia plant. 

He named hi new. lucious. flesh pink 
dahlia '·Striptease", and then had to dis
card it because his wife said it would be 
improper to shO\\" it. (her). 

Midwest Dahlia Conference 
The ~Iidwest Dahlia Conference 

meeting will be held at the Hotel Leam
ington . ~finneapolis. ~finnesota on Au
gust 31't at 5:00 P . ~L ~Iemher Socie
ties. please appoint your delegate or 
de legates and send their names to me 
as soon as appointed. You arc entitled 
to one delegate for eYcry 100 members 
or fraction thereof. Looks as though we 
are in for a \·en· fine Show and also 
to ha\'C a good t;rnc. o I do hope that 
a large numbl'r of you arc planning to 
attend the ~fidwe~t :how. This is our 

il\"cr Anni\"crsarv. so lets celebrate it 
with the folb oi the ~[innbota Dahlia 
Socidv. You arc mis~ed if vou do not 
attend: - Louise K!cinjohn: Sccrl'tary, 
726 Barret _\ \".:!., Lou i ~,·illc -! . 
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44th Annual A. D.S. Exhibition 
At Newark Airport, Sept. 13-14, 1958 

Photo Courtesy Port of New York Authority 
View of the A. D. S. - New Jersey Show, Newark Airport, 1957 

In 1957, the first national dahlia exhibi
tion to be staged in a major airport, was 
held in the Passenger Terminal of the 
l ewark Airport, where it was known 
many thousands of air-borne travelers 
would enjoy the spectacle. The activities 
and results were carefully analyzed by the 
sponsoring organizations and by the Avia
tion Section of the Port of New York 
Authority. The issuance of a return invi
tation to hold our 44th annual exhibition 
on September 13th and 14th of this year, 
indicates the recognition from the Port 
Authority of the exhibition's value to the 
air traveling public and to the specialty 
shop tenants in the Terminal building . 

From the exhibitor and spectacle view
point, the sponsoring organizations recog
nize the value to all dahlia and flower 
lovers of this location and its facil ities, 
and have therefore accepted the oppor
tunity to once more exhibit at the Newark 
Airport. This annual exhibition, like so 
many of our previous efforts, is not an 
inexpensive venture to the American 
Dahlia Society, but is one of those serv
ices which your officers gladly undertake 
to place before you, knowing that your 
support will be ample reward. 

It is anticipated this year we will have 
g reater competition in the classes for air
shipment from distant points, both dome -
tic and foreign . Tentative inquiries in this 
respect have already been received from 
the Netherlands, Belgium, and England, 

May, 1958 

and the Show Committee is bending every 
effort to secure entries in these classes. 
It will be especially simple to ship such 
entries from domestic points of departure 
direct to the Newark Airport, where a 

Learn by experience - that of other 
dahlia growers - if you're smart. 

capable committee headed by two of our 
master-showman exhibitors-Ed O'Keefe 
and Harry Frank-will be prepared to 
receive the entries and promptly place 
them. Such entries should be sent fully 
prepaid and car efully packed both for 
shipment and variety identification to the 
American Dahlia Society, Observation 
Deck, Passenger Terminal, Newark Air
port, Newark, lew Jersey, in care of 
1fr. Har;-y Frank, to arrive Sat., Sept. 
13th on an early plane. 

The schedule committee is working on 
a revised form for presentation to our 
members in ample time to plan gardens 
for exhibition blooms. The weather bureau 
is a lso, we hope, working on a revised 
program for the atmospheric and climatic 
fronts- an effort which it is believed can 
be beneficial and an improvement over 
1957. 

Further details will appear in the next 
Bt:LLETD1.-Edward B. Lloyd, Chairman 
-Show Committee. 
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The A. D.S. Trial Gardens 
For 1958 - By Burt Pitt, Chairman 

Scene on Field Day at the A. D. S. Trial Gardens, 1957 at Long Island Agriculture 
Institute, Farmingdale, L. I., N. Y. 

The A. D. S. Trial Gardens are ready fo r your new Yarieties for 
trial, and if you haYe not already done so, we strongly urg·e you to 
send your worthy seedlings without further delay; the Trial Gardens 
are ready to plant RIGHT NO\i\T . 

Perhaps the advantages of haYing an :\. D. S. Certificate o f ilTerit 
for your new variety are not full y understood, and ,:;o T will try to 
explain just what they are. 

r. Plants at the Trial Garden are grown 
under good garden conditions without any 
attempt being made to see how large they 
can be made to grow. There is no forcing 
here. 

2. While most of the characteristics 
scored have to do with the quality of the 
bloom, the A. D. S. field score card also 
provides for scoring for the number of 
blooms produced. 

For these reasons buyers of Certificate 
of Merit varieties can be reasonably cer
tain of producing in their own gardens, 
results imilar to those obtained at the 
Trial Gardens. What interests buyer , 
should certainly be of interest to sellers 
also, but there are further advantages. 

3. The scores, and a brief de cription 
of the Certificate of :\Ierit varieties a re 
published in the A. D. S. BuLLETix. \ \' e 
estimate that each issue of the BULLETTX 

is read by at least two persons, and surely 
ALL of our readers are dahlia growers, 
and therefore, potentia,I buyers of the new 
varieties. What better advertisino- could 
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you get for the $J.OO it costs to send a 
, -ariety to a Trial Garden ° 

-+· There is an acl\'antage to be gained 
by sending your new Yariety to more than 
one Trial Garden. _-\ \·ariety which wins 
a Certi ficate of :\f erit in all five Trial 
Gardens is not necessarih· a better Yariet\" 
than one which wins a Certificate in on l~· 
one garden. The score rather than the 
number of Cer tificates won is a better 
indication of quality. \\"hat it DOES mean 
is that a fiye Certificate yarietv ma\" be 
expected to gi\'(~ satisiactury results 0 in a 
wide Yarietv oi suits and climates. If vour 
stuck of r<»ur new ,-ariety is small: and 
you arc not ready tu uffer it for sale. you 
can send it tu one ur two nf the T r ial 
Gardens this Yl'ar, and tu the others next 
,·car. Or if 1·Z1u sent it to one or t\\"ll of 
the Trial Gankns last n~ar and recei1·ed 
a good score. you can sc;1d it to the others 
this Year. OnlY remember that once a 
,·aril'l 1· has lw~n ufkrccl iur sale. it is 
no lrn;gcr clig,ihlt.: t•> recl'i\"c a Certificate 
of :\ [erit. 

Bulletin o f the American Dahlia Society 



5. In addition to the Certificate of 
Merit, the A. D. S. offers the Derrill 
Har t Memorial Medals. Four of these 
medals are awarded each year, one in each 
size class. They are given to the variety 
which earns the highest average of the 
scores from three Trial Gardens. These 
scores need not be earned in one year. 
Varieties certi tied last year, provided that 
they have not been offered for sale in 
the meantime, are eligible for considera
tion this year if entered in other T rial 
Gardens. The Derril! Hart Medals are 
the highest honors which the Trial Gar
dens can bestow. 

Three roots (or green plants) of a 
variety are required for testing, and there 
is an entry fee of $3.00 for each variety 
at each of the Trial Gardens to which it 
is sent. Entry blanks, which may be 
secured from any of the Trial Garden 
Directors or from the Chairman of the 
Trial Garden Committee, should be filled 
out as fully as possible, and sent. with 
your entry fee to the Director of the 
Trial Garden (or gardens) which you 
have selected. 

All of the Trial Gardens treat the plants 
in the same manner. P lant No. r is not 
topped, and after the crown Aower blooms, 
the side branches are allowed to develop 
to a reasonable number (depending on its 
size class) and are thereafter disbudded. 
P lant No. 2 (all plants if a small Aower
ing variety) is topped, and thereafter 
grown naturally without disbudding. Plant 
No. 3 is topped and the side branches a re 
disbudded. 

Records are kept from the time the 
first bloom appears, but scoring begins 
when all three bushes are in bloom. There 
should be at least five judges working in
dependently of each other and they should 
liYe near enough to the Trial Garden to 
be able to visit it frequently during the 
blooming season. The regular A. D. S. 
field core card is used. This provides a 
maximum of roo points unequally divided 
among the nine characteristics to be 
scored. The greatest share of points is 
allowed for color, with form, stem, and 
foliage and bush just a few points lower, 
and the other characteristics (including 
the number of flowers produced) follow
ing with a slightly lower value. Each 
judge scores each ,·ariety, and turns in 
his score. 

At the encl of the eason, all scores 
turned in for a variety are averaged, and 
it is this average score which become~ 
the official score g iven the variety at th~ 
Trial Garden. The judges are experienced, 
and it is not unusual for a judge to "step 
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out" and not score a variety belonging 
to a friend. Further, should a score be 
turned in which is far out of line with 
the others, it is discarded, and not included 
in the average. This is clone to avoid 
any reAection of personal likes or dislikes 
for a particular color or form or other 
characte1-istic on the part of any judge, 
and so to obtain as fa ir a score as 
possible. 

For the reasons given above, the Trial 
Garden Committee feels that an A. D. S. 
Certificate of Merit, or better still, a Der
rill Hart Medal. is the best recommenda
tion to dahlia buyers which your new 
variety could have, and we look forward 
to seeing it at one or more of the Trial 
Gardens listed below. 

Eastern Trial Garden 
Mr. C. Rissmeyer 
L. I. Agricultural & Technical Inst. 
Farmingdale, L I., N. Y. 
Mid-west Trial Garden 
Dr. C. E. W ildon 
823 Huntington Road 
East Lansing, Mich. 
Southern Trial Garden 
Mr. E. E. lviontgomery 
io17 S. ·McDonough St. 
Decatur, Ga. 
Pacific Coast Trial Garden 
Mr. R. E . Harter 
2769 Danville Highway 
A la mo, Calif. 
Ohio Valley Trial Garden 
Entry blanks and fees to: 
Miss Al ice Mattick 
4223 Dane St. 
Cincinnati 23, Ohio 
Roots or plants by Railway Express only to: 
Mr. Robert Seibel 
Principio & Heekins A ,·e. 
Cincinnati 26, Ohio 
Pacific Northwest 
This is not yet an official Trial Garden, 
but they would appreciate your support. 
For instructions for sending material 
write: 
l\Ir. C. A. Taylor 
1420 S. Stevens St. 
Tacoma 5, vVash. 

North Central Trial Garden (proposed}: 

It is now being arranged to have a 
Two-Year Un-official Trial Garden at the 
University of l\Iinnesota, Minneapolis, be
ginning this year. (It will not be an 
A. D. S. official garden until after the 
usual two-year test period.) It will be 

(Conti1111ed 011 follM •i11g page) 

9 



All Are Vice-Presidents of the A. D. S. 
T he fo llowing presidents of the Dahlia Societie li sted , all Branches 

of or Affiliated with the American Dahlia Society, a re also Vice-Presi
dents of the A. D . S. for 1958. W e a re glad to welcom e th em to the 
big and growing fa mily of t he A. D. S. offi cial s . 

The A. D. S. is glad to have these men ------------ --- - - -
and women take part in its affairs a~d for rotating a mong its members, and the 
attend any of the regular meetings of its right to participate in the annual A. D. S. 
E xecutive Board, which meets monthly Seedling Sweepstakes at its show. 
at the Park Sheraton H otel, 56th St.. The A merican Dahlia Society furnishes 
at 7th Ave., New York City. The meet- the above services and privileges at less 
ings for the balance of 1958 will be : June than actual cost in o rder to help promote 
13th, July 25th, August 2211d, October 17th, interest in the growing of dahlias and to 
November 14th and December 12th. There obtain the co-operation of other dahlia 
a re no meetings scheduled in May or societies in its affairs and program. The 
September, as those months are at plant- Active ($4.00 per year ) and Sustaining 
ing time and show time. But if any of 'Yl:emberships, ( $5.00 and $ro.oo) make 
the V ice-Presidents listed below are 111 up the difference in the cost. 
New York at 7 :30 p.m. on the above elates 
they are cordially invited to attend. Also 
it is hoped that many of them will plan 
to attend the A. D. S . Annual meeting 
next January 17th, at 2 :oo p.m., at the 
P ark-Sheraton. 

Any Society Can Be a Branch 

If any Dahlia Society will secure 20 or 
more of their members who will join the 
A D. S. as Participating Members and 
pay $z.50 per year, then that society 
may become an A. D. S. Branch Society. 
In that event, the Branch will r eceive the 
A. D. S. Medal for awarding at its shO\Y 
and the privilege of particpating in the 
nationwide Seedling Sweepstakes Award . 
Each Participating member will receive 
this Bulletin and the Annual J oint Classi
fication List. H e or she may attend any 
A. D. S. Official meeting and may vote 
for its officers each year. 

Affiliated Societies 

Any Dahlia Society may become an 
Affiliated A. D. '5. Society by paying an 
annual fee of $20.00. F or this it will 
r eceive the A. D. S. Bronze Medal fo r 
awarding at its show, six copies of each 
issue of this Bulletin sent to its Secretary 

( Continned from previous page) 
under the supervision of the Dahlia So
ciety of Minnesota. University H orticul
tural Dept., will furnish the plot and 
do all the work, including the preparation 
of the ground, planting, cultivating and 
spraying. Anyone interested in sending 
seedlings for test to this new garden, 
write: T. M. Solem, President, Minn., 
Dahlia Society, 7roo Oakland Ave., 
Minneapolis 23, Minn. 
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The New A . D. S. Vice-Presidents 

T he fo llowing officers of Branch and 
Affi liated Societies for 1958 were reported 
to Emil Berzau. Assi tant Secreta ry of 
the A . D. S ., 239 P a rk A ve., M errick. 
L. L , N. Y. H e tells us that several socie
t ies fa iled to answer his request for this 
info rmation. If your society should be 
listed below and is not. please send the 
name and address of its president at once 
to 1f r. Berzau and it \Yill a ppear in the 
A ugust Bulletin. 
G. E. Alderson, 1218 Irving Rd. , Edgwood, Bir
mingham, Alo. Dahlia Society of Alabama. 

Mrs. Charles Ayler, 1121 So. 59th St., Tocoma 8, 
Wash. Washington State Dahlia Society. 

Mrs. Walter Bardell, Woodcl iff Ave ., Woodcliff 
Lake, N. J. Dahlia Society of New Jersey 

Mrs. Ethel Barry, 611 Hudson St., lthoca, N. Y. 
Ithaca Dahlia Society. 

Barton J. Brooks, 40 Hickory St., Rochester 20, 
N. Y. Rochester Dahlia Society. 

Mrs. R. E. Bryant, 2623 linbrook Drive, Richmond 
28, Va. Virginia Dahlia Society. 

Wm. Caldwell, Rt 1, Snohomish, Wash. Snoh~sh 
Dahlia Society. 

Elroy Christman, 23910 Gessner Rd. , North Olm 
sted, Ohio. Dahlia Society of Ohio. 

A. Von ley Cox, 3610 Reading Rd., Chattanooga, 
Tenn. Dahlia Society of Tennessee. 

lewis Cu lp, 163 Grant St. , Dover, N. J. North 
Jersey Dehlia Society. 

Howard Engle, Tulsa, Oklahoma. Tulsa Dahlia 
Society. 

Joseph Gambi, 5938 Piermont Ave. , Rivervale, 
N . J. Bergen County Dahlia Society. 

Louis Gill, Baltimore, Md. Baltimore Dahlia 
Society. 

George W . Hagerman, 551 Tyson A ve., Philo. 11 , 
Po. Burholme Hort. Society. 

Mrs. J. E. Holl , 38253 Wilson Ave., Wil loughby, 
Ohio. Dahlia and Plant Specialist of Greater 
Cleveland. 
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l. E. Hill, Kingston, Ohio. Scioto Valley Dahlia 
Society. 
R. E. Harter, 2769 Danville Highway, Walnut 
Creek, Calif. San Leandro Dahlia Society. 
Stanley Johnson, Cheltenham, Pa . Greater Phila
delphia Dahlia Society. 
Miss Alice Mattick, 4223 Dane St., Cincinnati 23, 
Ohio. Ohio Vo ll ey Dah lia Society. 
Leo G. Miller, Rt. 5, Box 85, Bremerton, Wash. 
Kitsap County Dahlia Society. 
J. R. McEvoy, 14 S. E. 11th Ave., Portland 16, 
Orego n. Portla nd Dahlia Society. 
Lawrence Palminteri , 85-38 105th St. , Richmond 
Hill 18, N. Y. Long Island Dahlia Society. 
Henry Rabner, 2 Columbia Ave., Newark, N. J. 
Irvington Garden Club . 
Dr. G. Emm ett Raitt, 1971 S.E. Mesa Drive, Santo 
Ana, Calif. Orange County Dahlia Society . 
Richard Rowey, 530 Partridge St., Elmira, N. Y. 
Southern Tier Dahlia Society. 
Arthur Schmoll, 5346 East White Ave., Fresno, 
Calif. Fresno Dahlia Society. 
Otto Sell, Evansvi lle, Wis. Badger State Dahlia 
Soc iety. 
T. C. Solem, 7 100 Oakland Ave., Minneapolis, 
Minn. Minnesota Dahlia Society . 
Clyde M. Stewart, 1032 N. Vermont St., Arling
ton, Va. National Capitol Dahlia Society. 
Wolter Sprague, 1482 Vinerwood Ave., Detroit 
16, M ich. South Eastern Michigan Dahlia Society . 
David Su lliva n, 2276 Camellia Dri ve, Decatur, Go. 
Dahlia Society of Georgia. 
W. H. Surft, 900 Eastern Park way, Louisv ille 17, 
Ky. Dahlia Society of Kentucky. .._, 

Frank Tamborel la, 3011 East Ninth St., Kansas 
City, Mo. Greater Kansas City Dahlia Society . 

Alon True, 1936 Loma Drive, Hermosa Beach, 
Co/if. Ing lewood Dahlia Society. 
K. K. Wi lliams, 8022 Conser, Overland Pork, 
Kansas. Mid_America Dahlia Society. 
Edwa rd Wisn iewski, 123 W. W aterford Ave ., M il 
waukee 7, W is Dahlia Society of Wisconsi n. 
Bernard E. Wright, 1401 South 7th Ave., May
wood, Ill. Central States Dahlia Society. 
Arthur J. Wu lff, 15170 Garfield Rood, Detro it 39, 
Mich. Michigan Dahlia Association. 
A lvin A lm gren, Bakersfie ld, Calif., Central Vo ll ey 
Dah li a Society. 
Bob Edm onston, 4209 Lowel l Dr. , Balt imore 8, 
Md. Subu rban Dahlia Society, Pikesvil le, Md. 
John T. Eccleston, Chestnu t Extension, Ea st Li ver
pool, Ohio. Ea st Liverpoo l Dahlia Society . 
Basil R. Fischer, 1143 Dudley Ave., Indianapoli s, 
lnd. Ind ia napoli s Dahlia Society. 
G. Reed Thom son, 3520 Condit St., Highland, In d. 
Southtown Dahlia Club. 

Charlie Garrity 85 Years 
A note from the "F ather of the San 

Leandro Dahlia Society' ', Charles Garrity, 
dated March 12th, says : " I was 85 years 
old last vVednesday, ( l\Iarch 5th ) and 
what do you think happened ? They gave 
us a big birthday party, r ight here at the 
F orester' s Haven, where we came to live 
last fall. They ga\·e me several birthday 
g ifts, too, which was very kind, at my 
time of life, and being a newcomer here, 
besides. 

" I am going to try to repay them for 
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their thoughtfulness by trying to plant a 
dahlia garden so everybody can enjoy my 
favorite flowers with me. It will give me 
something interesting to do as well as 
keep me out of mi schief. If I am spared, 
and can have a garden, I will have to 
get some new roots, as I gave away all 
my old ones when I came here. 

" But I don't worry about that, fo r 
several of my fri ends have to ld me they 
will send me some. These long t ime 
fri ends include, Pete H arter , Jim Rafferty, 
Charlie Lasch, of Euclid, Ohio, and J . 
P yle. I felt bad about not being able to 
bring some of the dahlias I have liked 
so much, when we broke up our home. 
But still worse, I hated to leave all my 
dahlia fri ends behind. 

"But we are sure that we did the right 
thing, in corning here. If I can grow some 
dahlias thi s year, it will help me to pass 
away the time and probably make others 
here more contented too. If I get some 
nice blooms, I will be a lot happier. Of 
course I will have to take it easy, but 
I sure will try hard, you can bet on that. 
I always got more pleasure out of g row
ing dahlias than anything else. And get
ting other folks interested in them made 
everything worth while. Keep smiling, 
Lynn, and Good H ealth and Happiness 
to you. Yours 'Sincerely, Charles Garrity." 
Address, F orester's Haven, Lopez Canyon, 
Pacoima, Cali fo rnia. Members of the 
A. D. S. could not better use their spare 
time than to writing to Mr. Garrity, or 
their spare roots to be grown fo r the 
shut-ins. H e is lonesome fo r his dahlia 
friends. L. B. D. 

Lots of Parking Space for Exib itars and 
Visitors: Newark Airport - Sept. 13-14, 
A .D.S. - New Jersey Dahlia Show. 

Wanted! 
Music for this Dahlia Song 

The poem on our cover, written by 
William S cott D oig, of Boise, Idaho, 
especially for this A . D. S . BULLETI N, was 
first publi shed in the May, 1935 issue. 
It was the second one which Mr. D oig 
had sent us, and then we received no 
more from him. ViT e wish that we knew 
if this man, who so appreciated dahlias 
that he wrote songs about them. was still 
alive. 

F or these are the lyrics of a Dahlia 
Song, trul y. Perhaps vVill Stone and his 
partner Joe Garnbi could collaborate on 
some music for this son;;;- a nd favor us 
with it at the Annual A. D. S. Meetin~ 
in January, 1959 ? \Ve hope they will do so. 
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DAHLIA PEOPLE 
Here, There, and Everywhere 

C. Louis Alling, of West Haven, Conn., 
went to the hospital the clay after Christ
mas and altho' the doctors recommended 
an immediate g land operation, he went 
home without it. But in February, because 
of constant pain, he had to return for 
scalpel detail. He reports tbat pain is 
gone but he has developed a minor infec
tion, which is bothe rsome. His doctor 
tells him not to worry and he will soon 
be much better. \Ne hope that the former 
A. D . S. President and Secretary for so 
many years, will soon be in good health 
and out in the dah lia garden again. 

• 
T. C. Solem, President of the Dahlia 

Society of Minneapolis, has invited your 
editor to speak at the Mid-West Confer
ence banquet, Sunday evening, August 3r, 
at 7 :30 p.m. And it was the editor's pleas
ure to accept. The banquet will be held 
in the Hall of States, at Hotel Leaming
ton, Minneapolis, and will have guests 
from some twenty or more states. 

• 
G. F. Drayson, of Buckhurst Hill, 

Essex, England, and editor of the Dahlia 
Year Book, published by the British Na
tional Dahlia Society, says that the Society 
keeps a Register of Dahlia names and 
there are between 20,000 and 30,000 names 
listed therein. He adds that there must be 
many names of extinct varieties in the 
li st, but there are a lso many thousands 
of new variet ies which have never been 
registered with the society. He says that 
they have hundreds of growers raising 
new varieties each year who never think 
of registering them. He acids that there 
is an international code for naming dahlias, 
but that the British society does not en
force it. He does not believe that the 
A. D. S. enforces it either, and that is 
literally true, because no society can en
force any such code. But we can tell Mr. 
Drayson that the A. D. S. does automati
cally register al l new varieties tested at 
the five Official Trial Grounds, which each 
year, score So points or more of the 
Official Score Carel. Also many new ones 
are registered each year by originator 
with Dr. Charles Connors, Nomenclature 
Chairman, and pay a $1.00 fee for tbat 
privilege. 
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Arthur S. 1,fason, says a recent issue 
of the \Vall Street Journal, has been given 
a temporary appointment as Acting Ch ie[ 
of the Ocean Transportation Branch of 
the Transportation and Storage Division 
of the Department of Agriculture. This i!' 
the same work that Arthur was engaged 
on before his retirement, about a year 
ago. He is relievi ng Clifford H . Spence 
who is on 120 clays sick leave. :-fr. Mason, 
as you know, is the editor of the Dahlia
gram of the N. C. D. S . and our A. D. S. 
Chairman of Research. How he does all 
the various jobs so effic iently, we will 
never know. But we bow our heads to 
him. He is overweight, a are many of 
us who grow dahlias, but he has more 
energy than most of us. 

• 
Sarah \V . \Voocl, of Southport, Conn ., 

says, "vVe all appreciate your fine job that 
is being clone to bring us so much news 
of the Dahlia \Vorld in the BcLl_ETIN. 
But, please don't work too hard on it." 
She adds a sombre note, the like of which 
we have heard from many others this 
spring. She says : "\Vhen we checked our 
dahlia roots in 1·farch, we found that 
many, many more than usual had rotted. 
I hate to lose so many of my old fa,·orites, 
most of which cannot be replaced ." 

• 
For several years we haYe been tryng 

to contact J. B. S. Norton, who was the 
compi ler and publisher of the first list 
of dahlia varieties in America. Finally, 
H. K. Ramsburg of the Hagerstown Hort. 
Society supplied his aclclress, at our re
quest . :-Ir. Norton published several lists of 
dahlia varieties, two of \\·hich this editor is 
fortunate enough to possess. One of some 
291 pages, was copyrighted in 1923. The 
other, more compact, ha 66 pages and 
cover and \\'as published in 1928. These 
are museum pieces today and contain much 
\'aiuable information about the dahlia busi
ness of the early 20th century. Of the 30 
collaborators whom :-Ir. Xorton thanks 
for help in compiling the 1928 Ji:;t, we 
believe that only two besides himself are 
a live today. They arc Dr. Charles H. 
Connors and Harley T. Peck. Dr. ~orton 
tells us that he is 6 years old and does not 
now grow dahlias, - bnt still does j uclge 
them at shows. He has j uclg cl at Hagers-

Bulletin of the American Dahli a Society 



l 
1 

Pioneer of the Large Dahlia, 
John Harding, Dies, Aged 77 

(Editor's Note: 'Ne are indebted to Mrs. Sarah W. W ood for the 
notice of the death of John Harding who, more than any other man, 
was responsible for the origination of the large decorative dahlias, as 
we know them today. And also to C. Louis Al ling for other data .) 

John Harding, aged 77, of 500 North 
Main Street, Westport, Conn ., died Jan. 
27th, 1958, at the Norwalk Hospital. 
where he was admitted for treatment Jan. 
21. 

Born in Newport, England, l\fr. Hard
ing came to Ameri ca about 1900 and 
became a resident of vVestnort in 191 r. 
He was superintendent of the Greens 
Farms estate of the late Judge Josiah 
Marion, a former judge of the Supreme 
Court of N . Y. 

He began to hybridize dahlias soon after 
he came to the Marion estate and some 
of the results of his work soon attracted 
the attention of the dahlia world, both 
here and abroad. They were larger and 
of more vivid colors than had been intro
duced to g rowers previously. Probably the 
most notable of these was the variety 
Mrs. I. de Ver Warner. This was listed in 
the 1935 catalogue of Dahliadel Nurseries 
as fol lows: l\Irs. I. de Ver \ii/ a mer, formal 
decorative, color, br ight lilac rose. Fore
runner and parent of a number of our 

most popular American Dahlias, all of 
which a re characterized by sturdy, open 
growing bushes, insect resis tant foliage, 
strong stems and ful I centered blooms. 
The price in 1935 per root, or earlier 
was 25 cents. It had evidently been 
originated about 19II or 1912 to have been 
sold at this price in r935. 

He was the father of Evan H. Harding, 
operator of the Daybreak Nurseries in 
Westport. He also leaves a widow, Mrs. 
Elizabeth Hanbury Harding, and three 
other sons, William J., Lyn H ., and Cyril 
T. Harding, all of Westport. 

C. Louis Al ling, former President and 
a lso Secretary of the A. D. S., for many 
years, and sti ll residing at 251 Court St., 
West Haven, Conn., was one of the promi
nent Commercial Growers at the time of 
the Hardino- introductions, and gives us 
these comments. "Dahlias were just a 
hobby with John Harding when he was 
Supt. of Green Farms, the Judge Marion 

(Co 11ti1111ed 011 followi11g page) 

DAHLIA PEOPLE-Cont'd. from Page 12 
town for over 20 years. " If someone, like 
yourself," writes Dr. Norton, "could come 
down and talk about the early dahlia days. 
I would be glad to do some remembering." 
He says : "I am trying to get a lot of 
work finished while I am still able, but 
do not believe I could make myself sit 
down and write out this history you sug
gest, all by myself." The editor plans 
to visit Dr. Norton thi s summer between 
BULLETINS. 

• 
Dr. Henry Parker is reported to again 

be in Doctor's Hospital, vVashington, 
D. C,. and is at present in a critical con
dition. Doctors reports in the last few 
clays have not been favorable . Dr. Parker, 
former editor of the Dahliagram and a 
most devoted dahlia enthusiast for many 
years has a host of friends in the A. D. S. 
ilfay we suggest that they drop a card of 
good cheer to the great guy lying there 
waiting and hoping. 

• 
Arthur S. Mason tells us that the 

notice (advertisement), in the Feb. BuL-
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LETIN, produced six memberships for the 
National Capital Dahlia Society by April 
15th. Probably more later will join, be
cause it pays to advertise in tl1e Bulletin 
and its worthwhile to j oin the N. C. D. S. 

• 
Reported that Conrad Frey and Mrs. 

Frey have been recently under the doctor's 
care. May we wish both of these fine folks 
a speedy recovery. 

• 
Dr. Julian R. Brandon, Jr., editor ot 

the very worthwhile dahlia publication , 
The West Coast Dahlia, gave the A. D. S. 
a very fine write up in the April , 1958 
issue. Also he gave a list of the A. D. S. 
Trial Grounds and addresses of the super
intendents to whom new varieties shou ld 
be sent for testing in r958. \Ve thank you, 
Dr. Brandon. 

• 
George Fraser, past president, A . D. S., 

"Willimantic, Conn., leaves July 18 for 
Bonnie Scotland by plane to visit old 
friends and maybe a few relatives for six 
weeks. Bon voyage, George. 
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estate. He first used his seed! ings and 
other dahlias, too, as landscape plantin~s. 
He did show some of his new Decorative 
Seedlings at the New York show around 
I9I7-r9r8 but he did not sell them, 
although he must have received some fan
tastic offers for these first big dahlias." 

' 'The fi rst ones offered to the public 
were catalogued by John Sheepers. He 
catered to the "carriage trade" and put 
them out at $ro.oo to $r5.oo per root, 
which was quite a price in those clays, 
with the dollar worth a dollar or more. 
Sheepers would not play ball with other 
commercial men, either , and allowed no 
discounts to them. 

"I. de Ver \Varner" was the first intro
duction, closely followed by Judge Marion, 
an autumn shaded decorative. Others were 
Charm, an orange ball and a white, tinted 
purple, called Venus. Also Mephiestophles 
red ; LaToreador reel ; and J ohn Sheepers 
white. Later on and I think his best 
introduction was Rose Fallon. I recall that 
he used a seed parent fo r these big cleco
ratives, a crotch stemmed and hard cen
tered variety called 'Goldfinch.' This 
variety was scattered around his land
scape planting among the other dahlias. 
The pollen parents must have had good 
strong stems and good centers, because 
he produced new varieties which were 
the wonder of time and were sold widely 
here and abroad by Sheepers, even at the 
high prices charged." 

Mr. Harding won several medals for 
his pioneer work in producing these large 
decoratives, which were new to the show 
tables, but we are afraid that he never 
received the acclaim and recognition that 
his pioneering really deserved. He was 
an early member of and exhibitor at the 
American Dahlia Society shows beginning 
in 1915. H e was a charter member of 
the Stamford H orticulture Society, also. 
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DAHLIAS 
W e are again offer ing our stock to 
garden lovers. Those of you who have 
already grown our dahlias know that 
our stock is top quality and prices are 
as reasonable as is consistent w ith 
good stock. Send for free catalog. 

Parrella Dahlia Gardens 
3380 Ely Avenue 

New York 69, New York 

Publications and Catalogues 
Received by Editor 

THE PACIFIC DAHLIA - Spring issue, 
1958, Vol. 5, No. I 24 page issue with 
many good articles and items about 
Northwest Conference plans fo r its show, 
and those of the six societies which it 
comprises. Conference President is Leo 
G. Miller, R. D . 5, Box 85, Bremerton, 
Wash., dues and subscription to The 
Pacific Dahlia, $1.50 per year in advance, 
to Mrs. R. D. Evans, 4422 Glenwood Dr., 
Everett, Wash. 

GARDENING IN CONTAINERS - Spring, 
1958 Handbook, published by Brooklyn 
Botanical Gardens, Vol. 14, No. r . So 
pages and cover. A well illustrated guide 
to roof gardens, House Plant Culture, 
Pots and Containers. Price $r.oo. Checks 
payable to Brooklyn Botanic Garden, rooo 
Washington Ave., Brooklyn 25, N. Y. 

DAHLL.,GRAM - Feb., March and April 
issues. An 8-page multigraph publication 
under editorship of A rthur S . Mason, 
3935 6th St., So., Arlington 4, Va. In 
the March issue Editor Mason gave the 
A. D. S. a fine recommendation and asked 
N. C. D. S. members to join it. In the 
April issue he gave the A. D. S. Seedlings 
Sweepstakes a plug . N . C. D. '5. member
ship clues, $2.00 per years, to Mr . J ohn L. 
Bishop, 1512 Lawrence St., N . E . Wash
ington. A. D. S. Memberships may also 
be sent to her. 

N ATrON,\L HORTICULTURE MAGAZINE
Journal of the American Hort. Council, 
and the American Hort. Society, r6oo 
Bladensburg Road, N . E. \Vashington, 
D. C. Dues, including magazine. $s.oo per 
year. T his January issue contains, among 
other articles a 16 page article entitled, 
"The Dahlias" by Conrad Faust of 
Atlanta. It includes American Dahlia 
Society Official Classification , in colors, 
sizes and types; Official Score Carel and 
directions to score; as well as directions 
fo r culture and a list of current varieties 
by name and description. It is well illus
trated and is a distinct achievement for 
this editor's former colleague on the 
Flower Grower Dahlia Honor Roll. Good 
job, Conrad. 

MICHIGAN D.\ HLTA NEWS - January 
1958 issue, edited by Dr. C. Wildon, Vol. 
9, No. I. Contains a report of the M1d
\Vest Trial Ground , of which Dr. \Vi ldon 
is the very efficient manager. A lso articles 
by Barton E lliott, Pat Wisenski and 
others. 
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Catalogues Received 
Retzer's Dahlia Gardens, Henry J. Ret

zer , P . 0. Box 244, West Bridgewater, Pa. 
Bruce Collins, 8844 R iver Rd., U tica, 

Mich. 
World Dahlias, Jack N atteford, 12935 

Saticoy St., North H ollywood, Calif. 
Gladside Gardens, Corys M. H eselton, 

6r Main St., Northfield, Mass. 
P ennypack, S tanley J ohnson, Chelten

ham, P a. 
Rocky Ri ver Dahlia Gardens, E . J . 

W ind, E ast R iver Rd., Columbia Station, 
Ohio. 

H appy Cabin Dahlia Gardens, Mrs. M. 
E . Simmonds, Box 415, Signal Mt. , T enn. 

Maganda Gardens, Box 536, Bangor, 
Wis. 

P arrella Dahlia Gardens, A lbert P ar
rella, 3380 E ly Ave., N . Y. 69, Bronx, 
N . Y. 

Summit Gardens, Gl en L. Pierce, P. 0 . 
Box 567, Glen E llyn, Illinois. 

Oakleigh Gardens, W . B. Mitchell , M . 
D ., and Thomas 0. Mitchell , 961 Oak
leigh Rd., N . W ., Grand Rapids 4, Mich. 

T homas Barrett, Barrett's Ga rdens, 
Route 2, Box 302, Roswell , New Mexico. 

DEE CEE Dahlias, D. C. Schroeder , 
547 Runnymede S t., East P alo A lto, Cal if. 

Hill Top Dahlia Gardens, Mr. and Mrs. 
John Baush, Rt. 4, Box 392, P or t Or
chard , \ ,V ash. 

Spechts Dahlien and Gladiolen, F. P . 
Specht, Andernach / Rhein, Germany. 

"Experience" is what a dahl ia man 
cla ims to have when he has made a chump 
of himself. 

Hotel Statler A. D. S. Show 
Headquarters in N. Y., 

Sept. 13 - 14 
Secretary E dward B. Lloyd has made 

tentative reservations fo r gues ts from out
side New York, fo r the weekend of Sept . 
13th and 14th , when the show will be 
he ld at the >Jewark Airport. And the 
H otel has been named as H eadquarters 
fo r the three societi es parti cipating in the 
show. Carey limousines which make regu
lar tr ips to and from the Airport, stop 
at the S tat ler, making it Yery convenient 
fo r those a ttending the show to visit it. 

).fembers wishing reservations a t the 
Statler. please make them through Edw. 
Lloyd, IO Crestmont Rd. , Montclair, N . ]. 
H e is in charge of a ll A. D. S. reserva
tions. 1fake them early, too, please, so as 
to not be disappointed. 
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We Omitted Derrill Hart's N ame 
'We will never know just how Derril! 

Hart's name was omitted from the list 
of A. D . S. Presidents on Page 17 of the 
February, r958 BULLETIN . We believe that 
the printer somehow left or dropped out 
one line of type in making up the page. 
W e counted rig ht, and said there had been 
15 Presidents. 

But, anyway it was omitted and we 
have heard from manv fri ends of Derrill 
about the error and ;,,,,e a re sorry, ve ry 
sorry that it happened. 

'vVe reprint the whole list below with 
the year 1934, and Derrill's name included. 
The terms and names of these presidents 
fo llow. E leven of these fifteen are living . 
1915 to 1926 .. Richard V incent, Jr . 
1927 . James Duthie 
1928 . .. .. N . H aroM Cottam 
1929 ........... . ................... C. L ouis Alli ng 
1930-31 ........ Thomas Leavitt 
1932-33 ... Warren W. Maytrott 
1934 ..... Derril! W. H art 
r935-r936 ... George 'vV. Fraser 
1937-38-39 ....... .Lynn B. Dudley 
1940-41 ....... Conrad Frey 
r942-43-44-45 ............ E dward B. Lloyd 
1946-47 . .. ...... Gordon C. W aaser 
1948-49-50-5 r-52 .................... L eo L. P ollak 
1953-54-55 .................... A ndrew J. Mulcahy 
1956-57-58 .. . ..... Dr. Bruce Preas 

You Should See the 
STRONG , HEALTHY PLANTS 

of 

SOPHIA R. A. F. D. Pure W hi te 
and Bi g. J. Lou is Robert's b ig 
w inne r at the shows and Tri al 
Grounds last yea r. 

Plants only, $5 .00 net 

HELEN M. A. F. D. Dark Bl end of 
lav. and pur. , a lso a b ig w in ne r 
last year . Out of Qui nns T ida l 
W ave. Plants , $5.00 net 

Little Playmate, BB , Inc. Cac ., Lav. 
a nd Emp ire Rose. Won at E. 
Lansing and Farmin gdale. 

Plants , $2 .50 

Come to Greenhouse - Get Extras 
Or Sen t Promptl y by Ma il. 

RUSCHMOHR DAHLIA GARDENS 

38 Vincent Street 
Rockville Centre, L. I. , N. Y. 
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The AMERICAN 
DAHLIA SOCIETY, Inc. 

Organized May l 0, 1915 

"The Society is formed for the pu rpose 
of stimulating interest in and promoting 
the culture and development of the 
Dahl ia; to establish a standard nomencla
ture; to test out new va rieties and give 
them such recognition as they deserve ; 
to study the diseases of the Dahlia and 
find remedies fo r same, and to dissemi
nate informat ion re lating to this flower; 
to secure unifo rmity in awarding prizes 
at flower shows, and to give exhibitions 
when deemed advisable." 

DR. BRUCE PREAS, President 
387 Merrick Rd., Rockville Centre, N. Y. 

EDWARD B. LLOYD, Secreta.ry 
ro Crestmont Road, Montclair, N. J. 

HENRY A. OLSEN, Treasnrer 
48 Clement Ave., Elmont, N. Y. 

LYNN B. DUDLEY, Editor, Bulletin 
25 Irving Pl., New Rochelle, N. Y. 

Things to Think About 
The Editor would like to wish all our 

A. D. S. members a very successful dahlia 
season. 

• 
Comment on the way the BULLETIN 1s 

~dited is most welcome. If there are some 
particular phases of dahlia culture which 
we have not covered, and which you 
would like to see in print, please tell us. 
VI/ e aim to please, not everybody, of 
course, because that would be impossible, 
but let's say the majority, anyway. 
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Vl e cou ld have published a much larger 
issue than this if more advertisers could 
have seen in it an opportunity to get more 
business. in a yea r when many of their 
prospective customers have lost many of 
their favorite varieties. (See Mrs. Sarah 
·wood's statement in the Dahlia P eople 
column.) 

• 
It has been one of the worst years for 

keeping dahlia roots in the exper ience of 
many growers. One commercial firm re
ports that the big suppliers of the jobbers 
of package roots have been sold out since 
early in February. The large plant sellers 
report one of the best selling years they 
have ever experienced. But the orders are 
sma ller and they include many collection 
purchases. 'Which goes to support the 
editor in the statement, made early in 
r958 that, even in a recession yea r, people 
will buy dahlias. But they want ome 
offered at less than the first year, intro
ductory price. 

• 
\\"e believe that many commercial grow

ers could move ome of the varieties on 
which they find themselves overstocked, 
if they \\"Otild offer these to growers who 
have lost a lot of stock, in ach-ert isements 
in this issue of the Bulletin . \Ve try to get 
it to readers early in :\fay. In many cases, 
when the Bulletin does not seem to bring 
in $3.00 fo r every dollar spent fo r adver
tising it, it may be the fault of the mer
chandising policy more than the fault of 
the BuLLETIX. If only two people, (and 
ther are probably four) read each copy of 
this issue, it would be seen by well over 
4000 dahlia growers. -

• 
New Class at A. D. S. Show 

"ALL AMERICAN " 
The following Kew Class will be inaug

urated at the 1958 A. D. S . show at the 
Airport. For A:\fERICA~ originat ions 
introduced in 1958. 
Class A - r Bloom - Large - O\·er 8 in. 
Class B - 3 Blooms of one variety -

medium - over 6 in. to 8 in . 
Cla s BB - 3 Blooms of one variety -

small medium - over ~ in. to 6 in. 
Cla s C - 5 Blooms of one variety -

miniature, pompon, or other small 
flowering variety. 

~ote from Bert Pitt, who suggested 
this new class. The idea for this class 
was an outgrowth of the articles which 
recently appeared in the B L'LLETrX on up-
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porting the A merican O riginators and 
Introducer s. I a m g la d that it fo und favor 
with the Executive Committee, because I 
think it is someth ing in which we should 
take the lead. I hope that other Societies 
which fee l that something should be done 
a long this line to help the American 
grower. a nd will fo llow suit in their show. 
Bert. Pitt. 

The extremely low tariff, the unfavor
ab le ra te of exchange and low wages paid 
by fore ign growers has left the American 
Commercia l grower in a very bad com
pet itive situation. Roots may be secured 
fro m abroad at a fraction of what they 
cost to produce here. This New Class, 
as Bert Pitt, the o rignator of it says, is 
designed to draw the attention of A meri
can Dahlia people to the many fine 
Amer ican Introductions of the previous 
season. It is hoped that the same idea 
will be adopted by other societi es w ith 
the result that each season more of the 
introductions wil 1 be purchased by exhibi
to rs to be shown in this competit ion. 

Prizes for these c lasses wi ll be of excep
tional merit and will be announced in the 
August issue of this BL:LLETDI. 

• 
Write to Right A. D. S. 

Person Please 
The A. D. S., like any we ll operated 

society, divides its work among various 
officers. Re:ison : no one pe rson can do 
everything. Each office r contributes 11is o r 
her time and efforts to helping the society 
progress. 

Sometimes. because a member does not 
know just who to go to fo r a request 
or a compla int, letters a r e addressed to 
the wrong person. This causes great 
delays. Lately a g reat deal of the ma il is 
add ressed to the BL:LLETix Editor which 
should go to others. H e has no sec retary. 
. -\ncl ordina ril y he i glad to reroute the 
mail to the righ t party. Except that a ll 
too often there is a time element involved 
and he stops garden work or writing an 
a rti cle for BULLETIN to answer th is mail. 
So, he respectfully asks that you note the 
names and addresses of the various offi 
cers below and send mail to them \\·hich 
comes under their proper function. 

)IEETI:-IGS - CO)DlfTTEf:S - lJY-LA \\"S -
President Bruce B. Preas, 387 ·~derrick 
Road, R ochille Centre, L. I., N . Y. 

ACTI\'E )fD!BER DUES - AFFILI ATED SO
CIETY DL:E: - Bl"LLETI:-1 AD\·. P.\Y)fEXTS 
- Treasurer Henry Olsen, 48 Clement 
An: .. E lmont , X. Y. 

c;:NERAI, IXQUIRIES about Society opera-
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tions, functions and procedures, including 
shows, schedules and records - Secretary 
Edward B. Lloyd, IO Crestmont Rel., 
Montclair, N . J. 

A . D. S. BRANCH Information, DUES 
from their A. D . S. Participating Mem 
bers, and N AJ\IES of BRANCH society officers 
-Assistant Secretary Emil Berzau, 239 
Park Ave., Merrick , L. I., N . Y. 

MEMBERSHIP - Information suppli ed on 
all Categories of A. D . S. Membership: 
sends Sample Bulletins and Accepts New 
Member ships - Chairman J ohn Metzger. 
126 A llen St., Irvington, N. J. 

SHO\\' JUDGES and CLERKS - Past Presi
dent Conrad Frey, 7 Cathedral Ave., Nut
ley, N . J. 

CLASS IFICATION CJ oint ) LIST - V ice
Presiclent Charles M. Diffenclerffer, 2204 
>Jo. Charles St., Baltimore 18, Mel . 

BULLETIN - A ll Matters P erta ining to 
Editoria l a nd A dvertising in thi s Quar
te rly Publication . ( Please see Advertising 
Rates and Clos ing Dates on Page Three.) 
A ll Editorial Matter Shou ld R each the 
E ditor NOT LATER than the IOth of the 
month preceding the Month of issue. Edi
tor Lynn B. Dudley, 25 Irving Place, New 
Roche lle, N. Y . 

Hurry Please 

if you want plants of my three 1958 
introductions: 

(A)-RANDY PRINCE-I. D. Yellow, Plants 
3 for $10.00 Net and 

(B)-MISS WESTBURY- F. D. Sulphur Ye l
low, Plants 3 fo r $ 10.00 Net or 

(M)-TERRY-St. Coe. True Pink, Plants 
3 for $5.00 Net . 

So les on above varieties hove been very 
satisfactory ond you justified my use of 
this Bull etin to se ll them instead of issuing 
a catologve . 

I also ho ve many fine, healthy plants of 
the Other Recent Winners advertised in 
the Feb. Bull etin And, I hove received 
some ve ry good new Belgioms which I 
wi ll se ll reosonob/y . Come ond see me, 
I'm su re it will pay both of us . 

Forest Dahlia Gardens 
W ill iam l. Tilton 

24 Forest Ave . Glen Cove, l. I. , N . Y . 
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A. D. S. Seedling 
Sweepstakes 

The American Dahlia Society again 
offers to each of the Branch and Affi liate 
Societies the opportunity to participate in 
the American Dahlia Society Seedling 
Sweepstakes Awards. This nationwide 
competition helps to give worthy three 
year old seedlings their proper recognition 
and publicity. 

It is to the interest of all originators to 
have their local society include this award 
in their show in r958. At these shows, 
each new novelty which scores an average 
of 85 points or over will receive an 
A. D. S. ribbon and later a medal certifi
cate. In addition, the variety scoring the 
highest average points in at least three 
shows will receive the A. D. iS. Gold 
Medal. The Gold Medals awarded to the 
highest scoring variety in each of the 
four size classes. The A. D. S. furnishes 
to the Branch Societies the necessary 
score sheets, ribbons, etc. for the competi
tion at no charge. 

If any Branch or Affiliate has not made 
an application to include this award in 
this year's show, it is urged to do so 
immediately. A formal application will be 
promptly forwarded if you will advise our 
chairman of the name and address of the 
parties to whom the application should 
be forwarded. Applications must be re
turned not later than May 31, 1958. 

It will be most unfair to the originators 
if any Branch or Affi liate Society does 
not include a class in their show schedule 
fo r this award. Suggested wording for 
the class is also furnished by the A. D. S. 

All communications should be forwarded 
to the American Dahlia Seedling Sweep
stakes, Chairman - Drew Mucahy, 20 
Marshall Avenue, Floral Park, N. Y. 

• 
Back Copies of this Bulletin 

The editor has a stock of most of the 
issues of this publication for the years -
r954 - 1955 - 1956 - and Feb. 1958. 

If any reader has lost or mislaid any 
copy and wants to keep their file complete, 
or wants to send a copy to a friend here 
is how they can obtain these back issues. 

Send 60 cents, ( regular price 75 cents) 
for each issue desired, in Ch~ck, Mone; 
Order, ~tamps or Coin, ( if the latter, pro
tect to msure arrival ) to the editor. The 
wanted copies will be mai led to the address 
or addresses specified, Post Paid. The 
address is : 

Lynn B. Dudley, 25 Irving Place, New 
Rochelle, N. Y. 
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A. D. S. Registrations 
By Dahliadel, Vineland, N. J. 

Tropicano, orig . Goedert, M. Formal 
Decorative, primrose yellow. 

Calypso, orchid, mimosa yellow, purple, 
shadmgs on r everse. 

Lynndy, B, Formal Decorative, bi-color 
ruby reel tipped white. 

P inlz Cloud, A, semi-Cactus, Rhodamine 
pink. 

H ori:::on, orig. Pittman, BB, Info rmal 
Decorative, buff and yellow suffused 
Tyrian pink. 

Bngg Bnnny, orig. Bugg, M, Semi
Cactus, light carmine rose to light 
mimosa yellow at center. 

Fees paid. 

Mr. R. E. Harter 
2769 Danville Highway 
vValnut Creek, Cal. 
Dear Mr. H arter : 

If you destroyed all the stock of the 
original Charles Garrity variety, it will be 
all right to use the name again. Have you 
made your peace with The American 
Home, relative to its winning one of their 
Home Achievement medals? 

In accordance with your request I am 
registering your seedling: 

P ink Windlassie, by R. E. Harter, 2769 
Danville Hwy., vValnut Creek, Calif., 
B dahlia, Informal Decorative, deep 
pink, a seedling of vVindlassie crossed 
with J ersey B eauty. Fee Received. 

A. D. S. Nomenclature Chairman 
Cha rles H. Connors 
l r 5 North 6th A venue 
Highland Park, N. J. 

• 
Bergen Dahlia Society 

The Bergen County Dahlia Society 
will ho ld its Eleventh Annua l Dahlia 
Show on Sat. Sept. 20th a nd Sun. Sept . 
21st. Chairman Harry Dreyer, assisted 
by Co-Chairma n Henry Brinkman, an
nounces a new Class for o ur Schedu le, 
sponsored by Bert Pitt, the well known 
Chairman of the Dahlia Tria l Gardens. 
Mr. P itt has named this Clas "All 
American" and a l! entries must be 1958 
Introductions o f American Orig ination. 
H e feels this will timulate interest in 
Dahlias that are strictly American. A 
hand ome T rophy is offered in this 
Cla s as well as Trophies for a ll Special 
Classes. 

:May w e offer our sin cere wishes for 
a fine DAHLIA year for a ll dah lia 
lover_s" - (1frs. H.) Caroly n Dreyer. 
Publtc1ty; 431 Lincoln Ave, Ridge
wood, N. J. 
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Nationwide Dahlia Society News 

Closing Dates for Reports 
Jan. l 0 for Feb. issue 
April l 0 for May issue 
July 10 for Aug. issue 
Oct. 1 0 for Nov. issue 

Please send Reports by the above 
dates if you wish them included in 
following issue. 
ALSO - Make Them Brief. 
AND - Typewritten. 
LENGTH - Branches, 270 words, 

45 lines of type - 5 inches. 
Affiliated, 180 words, 30 lines 
of type, or 3 V2 inches. (Count 
6 words typewritten, as one line 
of 8 point type as printed in 
Bulletin.) 

Dahlia and Plant Specialists 

At the February meeting the Dahlia 
& Plant Specialists set the date fo r 
their Show - September 6th and 7th. 
to be held at the Garden Center of 
Greater Cleveland, 11190 East Boule
vard, Cleveland 6, Ohio.-Loretta C. 
LacKamp, Publicity, 543 E. 109th St., 
Cleveland 8, Ohio. 

• 
Dahlia Society of Kentucky 

\\' ell, the o ld Dah lia Bug is out 
down our way, a nd all our members 
are busy planning their gardens and 
getting the ground ready for planting 
time. Our Annual Show w ill be held at 
the Kentucky Hotel on September 20-
21st. \Ve are alway glad to see Out-of
to wn visitors, o if you happen to be 
in Lou isville or close around, how 
about coming to see and visit our Show. 
There is on ly one thing wrong with the 
month of epternber and that is. there 
are ~OT enough week ends in it and 
we cannot Yisit al l the Show we would 
like too. 

Our Officer for 1958 are: \ V .H. 
Swift, Pre. ident. Carl Booth, Vice 
Pres.; Louise K leinjohn, Secy.-Trea . ; 
Director : '.\Irs. Floyd Cook, Carl Sim
britzki, George hee, N . R. Hemphill, 
'.\Irs. Margaret Schooler, Roy Schooler. 
- Louise Kleinjohn, ecretary. 
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Indianapolis Dahlia Society 

Following are the officers of the Indi
anapolis Dahlia Society fo r 1958: 

Basil R. Fischer, President, l 143 Dud
ley Ave., Indianapolis, Ind.; Wm. E. Car
rol, rst V ice Pres., 1143 N. Warman 
Ave., Indianapolis, Ind.; Robt. T. P rice, 
2nd V ice Pres., 'State Road, 421 Zions
ville, Ind.; Sam W. Sweeney, 3rd Vice 
Pres., West Banta Road, Indianapolis, 
Ind. ; Mrs. L. W. Gleckner, Treasurer, 
15r5 Randall Road, Indianapolis, Ind. ; 
Mrs. Barnard A . J ames, Secretary. 4121 
E. Washington St., Indianapolis, Ind.; 
Raoul H . Ayers, Propagator, 4658 Rook
wood Ave., Indianapolis, Ind. 

On Tuesday, May 20th, our Society 
will have its annual sale. Roots and Dahlia 
plants as well as many other kinds of 
flowers and vegetable plants donated by 
the members. These are sold to the high
est bidders. The proceeds from this sale 
are used to defray the expenses of the Fall 
Show. The roots rriven as door prize at 
our Christmas party are also delivered at 
this meeting. 

Here is a bit of sad news, and really 
a big loss not only to just the Dahlia 
Club of Indianapolis, but to the Dahlia 
frate rnity in its entirety. \Vatter Saffel 
of Beech Grove, Ind., who has been 
President of our club for several terms, 
and whose interest and untiring efforts 
for the betterment of the Dahlia was 
always foremost in his mind passed away 
and was laid to rest April l r. ·w alter 
would have been happy if he could have 
seen so many of his friends from the 
Dahlia Club and from his Church who 
were present to pay him that last token 
of love and respect which he so justly 
deserved. May his soul rest in peace.
Lawrence F. Daly, 1537 Dudley Ave., 
Indianapolis, Ind. 

• 
The Dahlia Society of Wisconsin 

The fo llowing a re the officers elected 
for the year 1958: 

President, Ed V\lisniewski ; V ice-Presi
dent, Dr. \V m. Van Horn: Secretary, 
Edmund S lak; Treasurer, Edward Goetz. 

Regional Vice-Presdents: J udge George 
Currie; Herman Degner; Charles 1fosser; 
George J. Merkel. - Edmund S lak, Sec
retarr, 3052 So. 9th St., Mil., 15, Wis. 
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Midwest Conference Dahlia Show 
To be held at Minnesota State Fair 

Agricultural-Hort iculture Building at the Minnesota State Fair , Aug. 31-Sept. l, 
Scene of the Mid-West Show 

The Minnesota Dahlia Society looks to 
1958 as the "biggest and best" dahlia year 
in the thirty-year history of the society. 
It will be host this year to the Midwest 
Dahlia Conference which comprises the 
fo llowing societies: 

American Dahlia Society 
Central States Dahlia Society 
Indianapolis Dahlia 'Society 
Dahlia Society of Kentucky 
Dahlia Society of Ohio 
Ohio Valley Dahlia Association 
Dahlia Society of \ Visconsin 
Minnesota Dahlia Society 
Greater St. Louis Dahlia Society 
Dahlia Society of Toledo 
East Liverpool Dahlia Society 
Badger State Dahlia Society 
Greater Kansas City Dahlia Society 
Tri-City Dahlia Society 
Greater Pittsburgh Dahlia Society 
J\Iid-American Dahlia Society 
Michigan Dahlia Association 

Officers of the Midwe t Conference are 
T. C. Solem, ;\finneapoli s, president; and 
Mrs. Louise Kleinjohn Louis,·ille, secre
tary. 

The Midwest Conference Dahlia Show 
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will be held August 31 and September 1, 
in the Agriculture-Horticulture bui lding 
at the 1I innesota tate Fair. This wi ll be 
the twenty-fifth show, or silver anniver
sary, fo r the ;\Jidwest Conference, and the 
thirtieth consecutive show held by the 
:\Iinnesota Dahlia Society. It promises to 
be the largest dahlia show to be held in 
the United States this year, with exhibi
to rs from all member societies participat
ing in the fabulous display. There will be 
thousands of blooms, from the yery small 
pompons to giant dinner plate dahlias up 
to fourteen inches in diameter. all colors. 
a ll classifications; also there will be mass 
commercial displays and a room full of 
arrangements by the ladies. 

Headquarters for the ;\fidwest Confer
ence will be Leamington Hotel, ;\Iinne
apolis, with a banquet and entertainment 
on Sunday evening, Aurrust 31 . in the 
Hall of State , second largest hotel ball
room in the li nit eel tates. 

The ;\Iinnesota Dahlia Society im·ites 
you to join now and plan to participate 
in this great sho\\' for 1958. \\' rite to
T. C. Solem, 7roo Oakland A,·enue, 
;\finneapolis 23, ;\[innesota. 
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Dahlia Society of Tennessee and Southern Conference 
The I 958 Mid-Year meetin g of the 

Southern States Dahlia Association was 
held March 22, 1958 in the "Dahlia 
Room" of Mr. and Mrs. Clarence R. 
Kallquist, C hatta nooga, Tennessee. The 
Dahlia Society of Tennessee was host 
for this meeting. 

T h e following officers of th e South
ern States Dahlia Associa tion were 
present: P res id ent. Mr. C larenc e R. 
Kal!quist, Dahlia Society of T enn.: 
F irst V ice-Pres .. Dr. A. L. Step hens. 
Dahlia Society of Ga . : Second \'ice
P res., A .H. \\' est, Dahlia Society of 
A la.; Secy.-T r eas ., Miss Marian L. 
Kallquist, Dahlia Society of Tenn ., 3607 
M onte V ista Drive. Cha ttan ooga. 

The proposed 1958, September 27-
28th. show was discussed and plans in
di ca te another beautiful show is in th e 
making with the entire Mezzanine Floor 
of Bea utiful Hotel Patten. expected to 
be crnwcled with beautiful DAHLIAS. 
The th eme for the show to be "Around 
the Vvorld with Dahlias." 

Considerab le discussion was h eld on 
the inclusion of an extra c lass for "BB" 
dahlias in th e Schedules. This was left 
to the discretion of each local Show 
\\'ith the understanding that only th ose 
da hlias c lassed as ''BB" will be e lig ib le. 
O\'erg rown , or uncl e rgrown s ize dahlias 
not permitted. T h e Dahlia ociety of 
T enn essee will in clud e this Class in th e 
1958 S ho\\' under "Spec ia l Entries". 
Sec tion ::-I. 

T he ques tion of J\Ieclals, T rophi es. o r 
:\\\'a rd s bv the South ern States Dahlia 
Associati on for exchange with oth er 
groups was discussed a nd it is hoped 
that by 1959 th ese award will be avail
ab le. i t was brought out that each local 
Society s ta nds ready fo r excha nge of 
::-[ ecla ls \\'ith other Soc iet ies at the pres
ent time. 

In sp ite of t ht: extremely dry fa! I a nd 
hea,·y \\'inter. roots were reported to b e 
in exce ll ent cond itio n an d the 1958 
crop of dahlias promise" to be ver~· 
good. The dahlia enthusia sts a lready 
p ropagatin g, swapi ng, buying ne\\' stock, 
di scard in g diseased a nd worn out s tock : 
anxiously awaiting Sprin g weather. 

D ahlia judg in g classes are s till bein g 
continued as part of monthly programs 
a nd ,;how pro mise o f developing into a 
\\'ell \\'Orth project. The merits of 
"cloth-house" g rown dahlias against 
"gro \\'n -in-the-open" dahlias brought 
consic!crahl e discm;,:ion. Re~ ult s - may 
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be some Southern growers will ha\'e 
"clot h-houses ." 

Judging in Shows brought up a dis
cuss ion that "North ern Yankees" judge 
differently. It was not determined jm;t 
what a "North ern Yankee" was, - we 
tho ught that anyone from North of th« 
:-1ason-Dixon lin e wa' a "Yankee". 
until so m e "Southern Rebel" pointed 
out that ther e is a difference. A "North
ern Yankee" is a dahlia judge \\'ho 
visits Southern States Shows and judges 
clah lia s grown by a ''Southern Yanke e" 
- a "Yankee" who has mig rated to 
th e warm, never-no-snow. sunny South. 
always excell ent weather, in the Land 
of "Reel-Eye Gravy and Georgia Ic e 
Cream," and grows dahlia s better than 
h e eve r could up North. 

The Southern States Dahlia Associa
tion g ives you a sincere invitation to 
be with u s on Sept. 27-28, H ote l Pat
ten. Chattanooga, Tennessee. - C lar
ence R. Kallquist . 3607 )/fonte Vista 
Dri\'e. Chattanooga. 

If you see good in every dahlia grower 
you may be an optim ist. Then. again, you 
mar be nuts. 

Virginia Dahlia Society 
Officers for the year 1958 were elected 

as follows: President, Mrs. R. E. Bryant: 
rst Vice-President, Frank W. Childrey: 
2nd Vice-Pres ident, Mr. E. L. Massei: 
Recording Secretary, F. A. H obson: 
Treasurer, A. G. Chamberlayne and Cor
responding Secretary, :Mrs. J. B. Eclclin __ 

The 34th Annual Show of this Society 
will be held in the Old Dominion R oom 
of Mil ler & Rhoads. Inc .. September 29, 
30 and October r , 1958. - Mrs. J. B. 
Eclclin Corres .-S ecy .. 2 r2-1 New Berne 
Rel., Richmond 28, Va. 

You Still Have T me 

to Buy the Best 

DELUXE COLLECTION 
4 Plants - One Each of 4 Large 
Varieties. Each one named. Recent 
Introductions . Parcel Post Special De· 
livery - ONLY $6.95 

PENNYPACK 
Stanley Johnson - CheltenhalT\, Pa . 
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Nationwide Dahlia Society News 

Dahlia Society of Georgia 

Spring-time i; finally finding its way 
into the South. There is a lllad scralllble 
to trade, swap and buy roots and plants 
this year. This i:; in evidence rno~e than 
e,·er before due to .-\tlanta having 1t:< 
coldes t three months of winter in 80 
VL'ar;:;. 

. The few gro" ers who left their 
roots in the ground, los t most of them 
bv freez ing. Some others that were 
stored in ha,cments were frozen a lso. 

Plans arc being made to attend the 
Southern States Show at Chattanooga. 
Tenn. this year which will be held on 
September -27th and 28th. We will be 
there in force . and with plenty of 
blooms (we hope). 

The Gcoro·ia Dahlia Society Show 
"·ill bt hcld"at the Southeastern Fair 
in .-\tlanta 011 October 4th and 5th. 

Our members are looking forward to 
1959 with O'reat interest as it will be 
the 25th .-\~1ni,·crsary of its founding. 
\\' e will be ho:<t Society to the South
ern State · Dahlia Association S how in 
1959 and hope to make it quite a "Sil
,·er Dahlia Jubilee", in our 25th year. 
The Georgia Society has clone much t o
ward the promotion of the Dahlia and 
had quite a good deal to do with the 
forllli ng of the present classdicat1on of 
the different types of Dahlias. 

T he trial Garden here at At lanta " ·ill 
be in full swing again this year as 
usual. Last vcar we had thirty-three 
entries for trial and would like to have 
e\·en more thi,; year if possible. 

For information concerning the Trial 
Garden or to send plants or tubers: 
either contact :\lr. E. E. Montgom ery, 
I 017 S. McDonough St., Decatur , Ga .. 
or me. - Dr .. -\. L. Stephens, Jr., 1260 
Brookfor·c.,t Dr .. :\.E .. Atlanta 5. Ga. 

• 
Greater Philadelphia Dahlia 

Society 

T he Society he ld its first general 
:\[eeting of 1958. at the home of X. 
Louis Comito, our D ir. of Horticultural 
Relations, on the Estate of Yr r. and 
:\[rs. R. McLean, Fort Washington, Pa. 
Pre -. John on gave a short Talk on 
Insecticides, that would be benefic ial 
in contro ll ing in sect damage to the 
dahl ia. Miss Patricia Spolle11. Editor of 
the Garden :\ ews of the Phila. Sundav 
Bulletin \Yas the Society's special guesi. 
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The Society enjoyed a Buffet Lunch
eon prepared by the Comiro Family: 
after which Mr. Comito guided the 
;\[e111bers through the spacious, g reen
houses on :\Ir. and Mr . McLean', 
Estate; at the greenhouse, :Mr. Comito 
discu,;sed various phases of dahlia prop
agation. O n leaving the greenhouse a 
group picture was taken of members 
prc:'cnt by Mr. P ighini, our member
ship chairman. On Apri l 17, 1958. a 
special rnee ting was held at 'v\'C.-\C. 
J:hila.,,,Pa. to discus,; "Om 11th .-\nnua\ 
Show. 

Those interested in receiving Show 
brochure. kindh· contact Mrs. ).;. L. 
\\'right. Secy., 0926 Ridge Ave., Phila. 
28. Pa. 

• 
Central Valley Dahlia Society 

This Society closed the 1957 season with 
a Christmas party at the Bakersfield Art 
Gallery December 10, 1957. Presentation 
of a lovelv Frostoria bowl to Mr. and 
:\[rs. Jame~ Bolender. newly weds. 

Officers dccted for 1958 are : President 
.-\lvin Almgren: 1st Vice President, 
Frank Greenough: 2nd V ice President. 
:\[. 0. Buchanan: Treasurer, H. ·'0:. 
Brockman: Secretan· Leila :\el son. The 
directors a re the . outgoing President 
George J acohsen, L. J. Benzi no. K. C. 
Clifford. J arne,; Bolender, Edna Rambaud 
and Georgia Talley. Pacific Southwest 
Dahlia Association. Conference Commit
tee. Alvin Almgren .. -\nn Oglesby, ':\[yrtle 
Wilson, U. 'vV. Shaffer, Frank Greenough, 
Larry Hendsch. L. J. Benzine, Flora 
\Vest, Leila :\Telson, Conference was held. 
February 22nd and 23rd, 1958, at El 
T ejon Hotel. 1;th and K Streets, Bakers
field. California. 

The Pacific Suuth\\'est Dahlia Associa
tion trophy will be awarded at the Cen
tral Valley Dahlia Society annual show 
to be held October 4th and 5th. 1958. in 
the Bakersfield .-\rt Gallery. 1930 R Street . 
Bakersfield. California. for the Best 
Dahlia blossom in the show. E,·eryune is 
i1wited to display at our show. and we 
hope this year \\'C \\'ill again have the 
pleasure of :\Jr. Pitt and his father as 
judges ior <lUr show. 

The Pacific South\\'est Dahlia Associa
tion i1wites an,· dahlia socictY in the 
states of Cal ifo~nia. l:tah. :.:: c\·ada. :.:: c\\' 
:\lcxico .. \rizona. in other \\'Ords any one 
society in the South\\'est of l.'nikd States 
to join with the Conkrence. and attend.
Leila :\elson, Secretary. 400 "T" Street. 
Bakersfield. California. 

Bullet in of the American Dahlia Society 



Snohomish County Dahlia Society 
. .\t the February meeting of the Sno

homish County Rose and Dahlia Society 
it was resolved that the name of this 
oldest dahlia society in the United States 
should be changed to Snohomish County 
Dahlia Societ\". This was resolved in view 
of the fact that, for the past se \·eral years 
this ,;ociety has concentrated its efforts 
almost entirely on the dahlia and sponsor
ship of its annual dahlia show. :.1embers 
whose prime interest was roses have 
found the monthly meet ings of little inter
est. and have indicated their desire to 
formulate a separate rose soc iet~- if this 
society would drop the ··Rose" portion of 
the name. 

This Society was orio-inated in 1911 and 
has presented annual dahlia shows each 
year since that time. Rose shows were 
also an annual affair until a few vears 
ago when interest in such shows w'aned. 
and therefore this resolution was passed 
at the 1[arch q meeting by a large 
majority vote. 

Effectve ).lfarch 13, 1958. the name of 
this society is Snohomi sh County Dahlia 
Society. - Tony De Rooy. 

• 
Washington State Dahlia Society 

The \\'as hington State Dahlia Soci
en-. will hold their 48th Annual Dahlia 
Sl~ow in the Normana Hall. 1502 South 
K Stree t. Tacoma, \ Vas hin gton. Sep
tember 6th and 7th . All entri es must be 
made between 7 Al\·I and 11 A:-1. Sat
urday . September 6th. Cl ifford A. 
Tavlor is Show Chairman. 1420 South 
Stevens, Tacoma. 

\\'ashington State Dah lia Society of
ficers for 1958 are: P resident. :-rrs. 
Charl es Ayler: V ice P resident. Tack 
Kindberg: ·secretary, 1Irs. George ":-Ic
).1 ay; Cor. Secy. l\frs. Clifford A. Tay
lor; Treasu rer , l\'1rs. Leo Fanning. -
:-frs. C li fford A. Taylor, Cor. Secy .. 
1420 South Steven , Tacoma 5. \\'ash
ington. 

• 
Southtown Dahlia Club 

The names and addresses of the officers 
of the Southtown Dah li a Club. for 1958 
are as follows: 

President, Mr. G. Reed Thomson. 3520 
Condit St .. Highland, Indiana: rst Vice 
Pres. Edward J. Dickhoff, 13813 S. 
\ Vabash Ave., Chicago 2;. Ill.: 2nd Vice 
Pres. Haro ld L. Cummings, 26 Elmwood 
.'\ve .. LaGrange Park. Ill .; Treasurer, 
Stanley G. Swanson. ro9..;4 S. \\lashtenaw 
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A\·e., Chicago -13, Ill.; Secretary, Mrs. G. 
Reed Thomson, 3520 Condit St., High
land, Indiana; Assistant Secy., Mrs. Stan
ley Skaley, 3525 \V. 64th Place, Chicago 
29, Illinois. Mrs. Edward J. Dickhoff. 
13813 \Vab"sh Ave., Chicago 2;, Illinois. 

• 
North Jersey Dahlia Society 

This Society w ill hold its meetings in 
the n ew location of the Passaic County 
Extension Service, at 3li Pen nsylvan ia 
Ave, in Paterson, K. J. 1Ieetings will 
be held the Th ird Tuesdav of each 
month at 8: 15 P.M. room ni:imber 101. 

P lans are now completed for the 
_.\ nnual Flower Show to be held on 
Sept. 13th, a nd Sept. 14th at the Preak
ness branch of the F irst Xat ional Bank 
and Trust Co. in \<\'ayne. X. J. located 
in the shopp in g cente1· . \\·here parking 
is no problem. This is the same location 
we had last year and a tremendous 
crowd came to see thi s beautiful sho\\» 

Plans are underway for another big 
name for ou r seedling awa1·d , a nd all 
>eed lin g growers are i1wited to send or 
bring in their seed lin gs fo r thi honor. 
The name to be made known in the 
next publication shou ld arouse a great 
deal of in terest. Ed. Steele, cha irman 
of th e s how, is real ly giving th e Soci
ety a workout. Looks like the 1958 
!' how will outdo all our previous su c
cessful shows and shoul d be \\"O rth vis
iting . - Everett T. Church. 1480 A lbs 
Rd., \\"ayn e, K. J. 

• 
San Diego County Dahlia Society 

The San Diego County Dahlia Society 
held its monthly meeting February 25th, 
at the F lora l Building in Balboa Park; 
with one of its largest attendances. SeY
eral new members were accepted. 

A real treat for dahlia enthusiasts was 
the showi ng of a motion picture, in color. 
of a ll phases of dahlia culture, taken in 
the Comstock Dahl ia Gardens and com
mentated by Paul and Rose Comstock. 

Tickets were sold for lucky drawings 
for severa l top name dahlia bulbs and cre
ated much enthu iasm as well as extra 
dollars in the treasury. 

Elcwn members of the San Diego 
County Dahlia Society attended the ninth 
annual conference of the Pacific South
west Dahlia Association in Bakersfield. 
February 22nd and 23 rd.-:-1rs. Delbert 
Hughes, 3663 Riveria Dr., Crown Pt., 
San Diego 9, Calif. 
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New Orchid and 
Minature Dahlias 

If you want something new and inter
esting try these New Orchids and Minia
ture Dahlias. 

CALYPSO IDahliadel l Bloom 5", Bush 
2 112 ft. Unusual Mimosa yellow with 
orchid purple shading on reverse . 

Root, $3 .00 

CRAIG (Dahliadel ). Bloom 5", Bush 
2 1;2 ft. Lovely, clear, light primrose yellow 
Orchid. Root, $3.00 

KOSCIUSKO Bloom 4 x 2, Bush 3 V2 ft. 
Best a ll a round Min. Semi Cact us, white . 

Root, $1.50 

MADELINE Bloom 411z x 5, Bush 2 V2 
ft. An Australian BB Stra ight Cactus. 
Lovely b lend of French rose and cream. 

Root, $2.00 

TREASURE ! Mason- Dahl) Bloom 3 V2 
x 2 , Bush 2 t 2 ft. Wonderfu l even tone 
Tyrian p ink Miniature Semi Cactus for 
exh ibiti ng or cutting. Root, $5 .00 

All prices Net. Plan ts at one ha lf of 
ro0t price except T reasu re which is $2.00 

Special Offer 
on New Mums 

CHRYSANTHEMUM COLLECTION 

of 8 Garden Varieties. 1 plan t of each, or 
2 rooted cuttings each of the fo llowing: 

Special Handling and Postpa id $4.00 
HONEY SWEET, Decorative, one of the 
best Empire yellows; HUNTSMAN , Dec., 
bril liant scarlet orange; LEE POWELL, 
Dec., prolific, true yellow; WILLA TEMP
LIN, lncurved, golden b ronze; GRAND 
CANYON SPOON, Peony pu rp le wi t h 
lighter tubes; BESS WITT, Sp ider, att rac
tive apricot and rose; LIMELIGHT, Spider, 
unusual canary ye llow; MILADY, Spider, 
early creamy white. 

Send for our 48 page catalog free on 
request. Contains complete recommended 
Insect Contro l, full Cultural Instructions. 
and a page of Dahlia Grower's Supplies. 

DAHLIADEL 
WARREN W. MAYTROTT 
B ox l-1 Vineland, N. J. 
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