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A Request to Show Managers 
and Show Committees 

Our members and the Show Committees 
of our Branch and Affiliated Societies will 
recall that the A. D. S. decided last Nov
ember to include the "BB" or Small :tvied
ium, 4 to 6 inch class in its Trial Garden 
.\wards, its Annual Show and the A.D.S. 
Seedling Sweepstakes Awards. 

This was done only after the change 
had been approved by the majority of the 
Past Presidents, Vice Presidents, Life 
~lcmbers and the Executive Committee. 

We asked Dr. Edward McDade, of 
Scranton Pa., then Chairman of the A.D.S. 
Classification Committee and also Chair
man of the ] oint Classification Committee, 
which is composed of the Central States 
Society and that of the A.D.S. to include 
this Class in the 1957 edition of Classifi
cation List. 

Dr. McDade assured me, as I reported 
on page 28 of the February Bulletin "that, 
after collaboration with the Central States 
Group, and if it be agreeable to them, 
every effort will be made to include the 
new '·BB" size in the Joint Classification 
List." 

In ·order not to have any misunderstand
ing, I also contacted members of Central 
States Group, and most of them told me 
that, although in some instances, they did 
not see exactly eye to eye with the A.D.S. 
on the matter, they would not oppose 
the inclusion of the New Class in the Joint 
List for 19:i/. 

One of the members of the Classifica
tion Committee submitted to the Chair
man a list of dahlias which he considered 
to be in the "BB" size class. But it was not 
used or included in the final published 
list. Also it was my understanding with 
the Chairman that a note would be in
ctuded in the List that some dahlias now 
classified as ' 'B" size could be shown in 
either "B" or "BB" size class and these 
would be marked in the List with an 
asterisk. This was not done. Inasmuch as 
the Chairman of the Classification Com
mittees did not carry out the wi hes of 
the majority of all the officers of the 
A.D.S. in this connection, we must now 
take steps to see that these omissions 
will be corrected in future Classification 
Lists, which we will do. Our first step 
is the request to Branch and Affiliated 
Show Managers, see second paragraph 
below. 

Also we are informed that about 35 
shows will participate with the A.D.S. in 

the Seedling Sweepstakes Awards this 
fall. There is a "BB" award, including 
an A.D.S. Gold l\Iedal, involved. These 
and many other societies will probably in
clude the new class in their schedules. 
'Ve sincerely regret that the 1957 Joint 
List will not help their Show Managers 
and Judges to know what varieties are 
officially included in this size catagory, 
as we had hoped and believed they would 
be. Our job now is to make certain that 
varieties falling into this size class will 
be listed in the 1958 List. 

This, Then Is Our Request 

Will all Show ]\,fanagements, where the 
''BB" Class is shown in 1957, de ignate 
some one or a group, to list all of the 
dahlias shown in the 4 to 6 inch class and 
send this list to Charles M. Diffenderffer, 
2204 N. Charles St., Baltimore 18, l\Id., 
new chairman of the A .D.S. Classification 
Committee, and also to Edward B. Lloyd, 
A.D.S. Secretary, 10 Crestmont Rd. 
Montclair, N. J. ' 

It will also be most helpful if a copy of 
the list of winning varieties in the other 
classes of the show also be sent to Mr. 
Lloyd at the same time as it is sent to thcA 
chairman of the Classific~tion Committce.9 
Thank you for any assistance you may 
give us in this cOimection. (See Page 5) 

Bruce B. Preas, President, A.D.S. 



Augu~t , 1957 

Advertising 

Index 

Page 

J. G. Ballego & Sons .. ............. 23 

Fa. D. Bruidegom ... 21 

Dahliadel ·····················-··············· 17 
(The MaytroHs) 

RusclnnQhr D. Gardens 19 
(H. Dewey Mohr) 

Parrella Dahlia Gardens 19 
(Albert Parrella) 

Pennypack Gardens .. . ...... 19 
( Stnnley Johnson) 

ADVERTISING RATES 

Min. space accepted, one-eiohth oage. 
Fourteen aoate lines to the inch. 

One 
Issue 

Full Page ..•..••....••. $ 80.00 
Half Paoe . . . . . . . . . . . • • • 50.00 
Quarter Page • . . . . • • . • • . 35.00 
One-Eighth Page . • . • . . . • . 20.00 
Double Center Spread 

(2 pages) ........... • 165.00 

Two 
Consec. 
Issues 

$145.00 
90.00 
60.00 
35.00 

300.00 

CLOSING DATES for ADV ERTISING 

February - JAN. 15; May - APR. 15 ; 

August - JULY 15; November - OCT. 15. 

* * * 
Entered as second class matter 

at the Post Office at New York. 
~- Y., under A~t of March 3, 1879. 

BULLETIN 
of the 

American Dahlia Society 
Contents for August, 1957 

SERIES XXX, No. 3 

Published by 

THE AMERICAN DAHLIA SOCIETY, INC. 

22 Reade St., New York 7, N . Y. 

3 

CONTENTS Page 

Request to Show 'Managers 
by President Preas .................................. 2 

Gro\\'ing Dahlias for Seed 
by Stanley Johnson ........... .................. ..... .+ 

Diffcnderffer New Classification 
Com. Chairn1an ................. :i 

A. D.S. Annual Exhibition 
by Sec'y Edwa1·d B. Lloyd 6-7 

Midwest Show and Conference 
by Raymond Grass and 

Louise Kleinjohn .................. 8-9 
A . D. . Seedling Sweepstakes 

by Andrew '.\Iulcahy ................... 10 
Some Suggestions for Future Classifications 

by \,\'an-en 1Iaytrntt ............. ................ 11 
The Economics of Dahlia Sell ing 

by The Edito1· ................... . ........... 12-1.+ 
A. D. S. Official Trial Gardens 

hy Be1·t Pitt ...... .................... . .......... .15-16 
Registrat ion of Dahlias 

'bY Dr. Charles H. Connor ................ 16 
Editoi·ial ............................................... 18 
Dahlia Border-N. Y. Botanical Gardens 19 
Na ti on wide Dahlia News .............................. 20-23 
Membership Blank .................................. 23 
Dahlia Sho\l's :\cross the i\fation ...... :?..+ 

Membership dues in the American Dahlia Society, 
$4.00 per year, of which $3.00 is for the annual 
subscription to the Bulletin of the American Dahlia 
Society, published quarterly. 

Send subscription s to the Treasurer of the Society, 
Henry A. Olsen, 45 Clement Avenue , Elmont, New 
York , or to the American Dahlia Society at 22 Reade 
St., New York 7, N. Y. 

Address all editorial and advertising copy to the

Editor LYNN B. DUDLEY 

25 Irving Ploce, New Rochelle, N. Y. 



4 Bulletin of the American Dahlia ::io ~ iety 

Growing Dahlias For Seed Under Glass 
By STANLEY JOHNSON 

Cheltenha m, Pa. 

I " ·ill attempt to tell you rather briefly the fundamentals of breeding 
dahlias in a greenhouse. I haye proYecl to myself you can get much better 
results from a fe\1· seed as the re -ult of hand work or crossing under glass 
than by gathering handfuls of seed that have ripened in the field under no 
controlled method. This is. like the 1Yell known term. separating the men 
from the boys. Even with all your careful \\·ork, you can't expect many 
"111en." 

Generally . use divided pot root that were allowed to go to dormancy 
late eptember or October. The e are placed in 4" size clay pots in early 
January. night maintained temperature of 55°. You can also use early cut
tings taken from bench stock. P lace plants about 1 foot apart, pltmgecl sev
eral inches in sand. peat moss or vermiculite. 

Do not pinch . which is removing the tops of the plant. or disbucl. Use 
the terminal flo1Yer for breeding. A lthough the normal flowering of our 
modern decorative or cactus dahlias is full centered. 1Yhen l ot grown they 
u ually come \Yith opened centers with one or just several rows of petals. 
Shear off the petals allo1Ying the center to fully clevelope. 

Dahlias are kno\\'n as composite flowers . being both male and female in 
the same flower. The stamens produce the pollen. The stigma, the part of A 
the pistil of the flO\Yer \Yhich receives the pollen grains. The action brought W 
about by the stamens and stigma produces the eed. I think most of us are 
convinced or believe that the dahlia is a hybrid which resulted from the cross-
ing of other flowers so getting duplicate or selfs from a flower i practically 
eliminated. 

\Vhen the golden colored pollen grains appear on the tamens in the 
center of the fto11·er. the flo"·er is 11011· receptive so now you begin to cross 
or hybridize. Take thi plant and set it along side of another plant that has 
the flower in a similar condition. Gently rub the petalless flowers or stigmatic 
centers together and your cross is completed. In fact you have made a dual 
cross. ?-Jow take a regular wire label (example : if varieties \Yere "Ned Sey
mour" and "Carrie ).IacAvoy") and label the "Ned Seymour" plant just 
below the fi0\1·er as '·Neel Seymonr X Carrie MacAvoy," and the "Carrie 
l-IacAvoy" plant as "Carrie ilfacAYoy X Neel Seymour." The first name in
dicates the parentage as the female or seed bearer crossed by the male variety. 
I've tried removing all the pollen from the female or eed plant before apph-
ing the pollen of my cross but c\icln 't get any better results. Now place the 
one plant back to its original location. 

The above crossing or hybridization can al o he clone \Yith the use of a 
small camel hair or artist's brush for transferring the pollen from one flo" ·er 
to another. 

Quite often the laterals will clevelope and flower. so more hand work can 
be done with hybridizing of the same plant. Make other crosses on the same 
~~ A 

I don't cover the flowers with cellophane or any other material after W 
the cross is made. T reali ze there is a remote possibility of pollen being in the 
air which could help or interfere with your hand \\·ork. Insects are pretty 
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well controlled by careful spraying. 
).fany va rieties flower in early April, 

sn in about a month you can harvest well 
ripened dah lia seed. :.\llow the seed pod 
to remain on the plant until it gets quite 
brown and then remove same. The eed 
can then readily be separated from the 
chaff. 

Your greenhouse seed will be much 
smaller than that obtained on the outside 
or secured from seed raiser . However, 
thi does not interfere with the quality 
of your seedlings. 

The new crop of seed can be planted 
in late June or still better hold until next 
11arch. 

It seems to me that the difficulty for 
most of us to get dahlia eed from our 
gardens along the Atlantic eaboard is 
the flowers do not open up until late in 
our growing season. Then when the 
crosses are made in late September or 
early October, our cool weather with ex
cessive moisture prevents eed from r ipen
ing and finally the frost de troys all our 
work. However, with the advent of plas
tic film as vinyl. polyethylene or polyflex, 
we may be able to cover om seedling 
patch in late September and October so 
excessi,·e moisture and frosts will not 
effect the seed pods. 

Your ultimate results will depend upon 
your doing the cros i1io- at the right time. 
with the right technique and the rio·ht 
parentage. Then you must be able to 
gauge whether your eedling dahlia has 
the [)QSsibility of exceeding its type that 
is in commerce todaY. 

There is much n;ore to be said about 
the art of hybrid ization as to parentage, 
line breeding. in-breeding, and finally for 
near perfection in a new dahl ia. To those 
who look for somethino- exciting. may find 
thi a glamorous fascination in plant 
breeding. .-\fter all. the plant breeder 
strive. to improve the strain ... and 
with the abil ity to select the one of poten
tial value, may gi\·e the world better new 
dahlias. Possibly our editor will im·ite 
some of our best originators to write his 
or her experience on this subject. 

"As you sow, so shall you reap." 

• 
\\. e received a care!. elated J unc 30th 

from ). r1·. and ).[rs. John ). fetzger. of 
In·ington. X. ]., (he is ).Iembership 
Chairman of the .-\. D. S.). It was from 
Charlotte :-\malie. St. Thomas. \"irgin 
Islands and shows the verv beautiful 
harbor of that Cit~·. \\'rote John: "\\-011-
derful islands. quiet and restful. .T ust \\'hat 
we needed. Ha,·e seen no \ "irgin Dahl ias 
yet.'' 
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Chas. M. Diffenderffer New 
Chairman Classification Com. 
President Bruce Preas announces that 

he has accepted the resignation of Dr. Ed
ward ).[cDade as Chairman of the :\. D. . 
Classification Committee as of J ulv 29, 
1957. He further announces that Cl;arles 
• L Diffenderffer of Baltimore. :\fd., ha 
accepted the chairman hip of that commit
tee and \\'ill sen·e until ne\\' committee 
are announced by the incoming president 
in January, 1958. 

).fr. Di ffenderffer has been a rnluecl 
member of the committee for over ten 
yea1·s and has contributed much help and 
many sugo-e tion to the committee. He 
will renresent the A. D . S. at the Joint 
Classification Committee meeting at the 
).[id-\\ "est Conference in St. Louis, ).Io., 
September 28 and 29. 

To take ;\fr. Diffenderffer's place as a 
member of the committee. Dr. Preas has 
appointed Bert Pitt. of 9730 - J 23rd St., 
Richmond Hil l. L. I.. ::-.J. Y. 

Henry Olsen of Elmont, N. Y., and Dr. 
H. C. Rike of Birmingham. Ala .. ·will con
tinue to serYe on the A.D.S. Classification 
Committee. 

Show managements and members of the 
Committee are requested to end their lists 
of winning varieties and the names of the 
ne\\' introductions \\'hich \\'in the seedling 
classes to the Chairman, Charles Diffen
derffer . 2204 X. Charles St.. Baltimore J . 
:\Id .. as soon as po ible after the sho\\' is 
held . .-\!so please send recommended dele
tions from list. President Preas sa\· that 
Show ).fanagers can materially help the 
committee in the compilation of the new 
group of "BB". small medium. 4 to 6 inch 
size by sending to ).fr. Diffenderffer a list 
of all the varietie· in this category \\'hich 
are exhibited in any .-\. D. S. Branch or 
.·\fliliatecl society show. 

• 
Diffenderffer Accepts 

In a lette1·. elated :\ugust 2nd. to the 
editor, Charles :\[. Diffenderffer explains 
his acceptance of the appointment as 
Chairman of the :\.D.S. Classification 
Committee a fol lows: "Doctor Preas 
phoned me the othe1· night asking me to 
take O\·er as Chairman of tl1e Classifica
tion om. for the rest of the vear. and I 
just could not say no. I told him I \\'Ould 
not let him do\\'n." 

"I will do nw best and know that \\'hat
en~r I do. I ·may not please e\·eryone. 
Howe\·er. it will be my honest judgment 
and for the best interest of the . \ .D.S." 
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A. D.S. ANNUAL EXHIBITION 
September 14th and 15th 1957 

Newark Airport 

Interior view of the south observation deck at the Newark Airport. It is in these 
spaces at the right above where the exhibits will be placed. Visitors may view 
the blooms from the promenade at the left or by means of steps, which will be 
installed, they may get closer to the dahlias which ore to be displayed in o 
continuous eye-full vista. In the background, at the end of the deck, is the 

restaurant where very fine meals ore served. 

Expectations are high that September 1-J.th and 15th "·ill be red-letter 
clays for dahlia gro"·ers and exhibitors, "·hen the combined annual exhibi
tions of the American Dahlia Society, the Dahlia Society of Xew Jersey, 
and the Irvington Garden Club \\"ill be staged at the N e\\"ark Airport 
Passenger Terminal. 

The Show Committee has plans \Yell under \Yay and. it is hoped 
under good control. S ince the location varies in many ways from condi
tions and floor arrangements \Yhich haYe been so familiar to all in the past 
hotel ball-room exhibitions, a fe"· comment and suggestions may prove 
helpful to exhibitors. 

The Set-up Room 

The set-up room will be the so-cal led Diversion Room on the main 
floor. H ere Yehicles may be driYen directly to the door and. after unload
ing he removed to adjacent parking area . In this set-up room \Yater and 
containers will be available to all except arrangement exhibitors who 
furni sh their 0 11·11 containers. E ntries \\·ill he received and card · furnished 
in this room by the exhibition Secretarial staff. 

F rom this set-up room, completed entries are to be taken to the exhi- 9 
bition floor-the Observation Deck of the Passenger Terminal. \ Veather 
permitting. there is a flight of stairs leading from the set-up area to the 
Observation Deck, but if inclement \Yeather conditions prevail entries can 
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be carried through the lobby to the main 
>tair\\"ay leading to the Deck. It must be 
stated here since the Obsen·ation Deck 
is open tu the public at all times, that no 
opportunity will be given for setting up 
entries 011 the Obsen·ation Deck, nor can 
it be permitted by the Show ).fanagement 
or by the Port of :N" ew York A.uthority. 
A railing separates the exhibi tion a rea 
from the main floor of the Deck. .-\ por
tion of the top rail will be remo\·ed dur
ing our occupancy and steps for those 
with uncertain feet and unsound knees 
ha\·e been constructed by the Show ).fan
agement leading from the Deck dom1 to 
the exhibition area. 

To Exhib i:'ion A rea 

.\c!mission to the exhibition area is by 
the main stairway from the lobbY floor, 
and as previously. stated this a rea -is open 
to the public twenty-four hours every clay. 
A possibility of traffic congestion can 
easily be 1·eckonecl, but with the usual co
operation and good nature so freely given 
by dahlia growers and exhibitors, conges
tion can be kept at a minimum. Lighting 
effects during the evening hours \Yill not 
compare farnrably with those at the Hotel 
Essex House or Hotel Statler-it will be 
well advised to plan on being on hand 
during daylight hours for best viewing 
and photographic effects. 

Entries From Abroad 

Entries have a lready been received from 
the East Cheshire Nurseries of Cheshire, 
England. :incl from E. Kagles of .-\ntwerp, 
Beio·ium, and w ith good climatic condi
tions preceding exhibition time these en
tries which arc being g r own locally for 
the exhibitor s should prove interesting. 

How to Get to The Show 
The Port of New York :\uthority 

Passenger Terminal at X ewark Ai rpo;t 
is easily r eached by X. J. and u. S. 
Routes I and 22: the Pulaski Skyway 
from lower :.\Ianhattan : and bv the New 
Jersey Turnpike from the Geo~·ge \ Vash
ington Bridge, the Lincoln and Holland 
Tunnels and points such as Baltimore 
and \Vashingion, all these highways lead
ing directly to the X ewark . .\irport. 
Ample parking facilities \\·ill be found at 
the .·\ i rport. 

For Out of Tow n Visito rs 

The .-\irport :Hotel. across frum the 
Airport. is at the junction uf !\. J. and 
U. S. Routes 1 and 22 and Toll Gate 

A Exit Xo. l.+ of the K. J. Turnpike. Reser
W Yations may be made by Yisitors b,- ad

dressing the Airport ).Iotel. Port Newar k, 
N. J.. with rates from $6.00 si ngle to 
$12.00 to $20.00 family. The Hotel Robert 
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Treat in Newark i also eager to act as 
host to our members and friends. The 
Sha\\" ).fanagement recommends both the 
Airport ).fotel and the Hotel Robert 
Treat. Restaurant facilities at the New
ark Airport are unequalled in the New 
York-:N" ew Jersey Metropolitan Area. 
Bus sen·ice from the Port Authority 
. .\idine Terminal in :N cw York City, 
together with helicopter sen ·ice to New
a rk from LaGuarclia and Idlewilcl Air
fi elds is frequent and convenient-twenty 
minutes from the city Airline Terminals, 
tweh·e minutes from the Port A uthori ty 
\Vest 30th Street Heliport, and twenty 
minutes from Hotel Robert Treat in 
Newark. 

Air Shipments 

All shipments of ent1·ies by ai r should 
be addressed to the American Dahlia 
Society, Observation Deck. Newark A ir
port. attention Emil Ber zau and sent ca r e
fully packed and fully prepaid (Air Ex
p1·ess. ) Such entries wil 1 receive the best 
of attention. 

\Vith the splendid cooperation of the 
A \·iation Dewlopment Division of the 
Port of l'\ ew York Authority. tog ther 
with t hat of a ll our exhibitors, judges. 
and friends and the hoped for goocl-cleal 
from the weather bureau. it appears the 
sponsor s of thi exhibition-the Port 
Authority being one of it's strongest 
. ponsors together with the three sponsor
ing ocieties-may well anticipate with 
even- con ficlence one of the best dahlia 
exhibitions in their careers covering 43 
years. See you there, yes !-(Eel. Lloyd.) 
Secretary. 

• 
Cash Awards for Winners In 

Section "F"-Shipments by Air 
At the Annual A.D.S. Show 
Schedules for the 1957 A.D.S. Show to 

be held in co-operation with the Kew 
York Port of .-\uthoritv and the Dahlia 
Society of X. J. and the.In·ington Garden 
Club. at the Newark . .\irport. Saturday 
and Sunday. Sept. I.+ and 15. were mailed 
to all members on July 22nd. \Vith it 
was the new 1957 Joint Classification List. 

Because this is the first dahlia show 
c,·cr staged at an airpor t in America it is 
believed that there \\·i ll be many entries 
made h,· air. Certainh· it will° be con
venient· for those Ji,·i11g more than 100 
miles distant. to send some blooms for this 
tough competition. prestige making show. 
The preferable method is by .-\IR EX
PRESS. 

(Co11ti1111ed 011 Ne.rt Page) 
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THE MID-WEST SHOW AT ST. LOUIS, SEPT. 28-29 

View in the conservatory of the Missouri Botanical Gardens at St. Louis, 

Mo., where the Mid-West Show will be held on Sept. 28-29. This was 

taken ten years ago ( l 946) on these same dates. Picture courtesy 

Pcu~ Kohl, Missouri Botanical Gardens. 

This show celebrates the 19th anni 
yersary of the Greate1· St. Louis Dahlia 

ociet\· and \\'ill be held at the :-rissouri 
Botani.cal Gardens (Shaw's Ga rden) at 
.231 .; Tower GroYe :h e .. Sept. 28 and 29. 

Headquarters for the show \\'ill be at 
our beautiful H otel Cha ·e. locat cl at 
K ing's Highway and L indell Bh·d . in the 
\\'est encl of t. Loui s. opposite Forest 
Park. Registrations \1·ill be maclA in the 
lobbY of the Chase Hotel start ing at 10 
a. n{., Friday, Sept. 2ith. 

\\" e are proud of the ma:1y places of 
interest here in St. Louis. In add ition to 
the fine :- Jissouri Botan ical Gardens \\'hich 
Jiayc an International reputati on for its 
co ll ect ion of rare plants . \\'C ha\·e many 
othe1· inte1·esti1w parks and nublic build
ings. Then the re is the .\nh euser Busch 
B rewery. Th ere, on Friday afternoon be
fore the show sta1·t s. Pat Bennett wil I 
personally conduct a tour through this 
hi storical and indust rial landmark estab-
1 ished here in 1852. 

(Co11t i1111cd 011 Opposite Paye) 

N. Y. Show Cash Awards For 
Air Shipments-Continued 

A separate section, Section "F". has 
been set up for this competition. Exhibit
ors can a lso compete, if they so desire in 
Section "C". Open to :\II, or any other 
section. but in these cases their ent ries 
must be so marked. otherwise they will be 
set up by the show management in Section 
"F". 

There are fiye classes in Section "F". 
They include : One "A" size bloom. 12 
inches or OYer; 3 blooms ":\" size. any 
type : 6 blooms "B" medium, any type; 
9 blooms. "BB" small medium, any type; 
and 12 blooms miniature or pompon. any 
type. \\"inners in each of the above classes, 
\\'ill recei,·e a $10.00 cash award. Seedling 
may also be sent fo r entry in the :\.D.S. 

See::lling S\\'eepstakes, 
Achievement Clas , 
T rophy. or any other 
Section "G". 

American H ome 
Fl ower Grower 
seedling class in 

Send fo r Entry Blanks to Emil Berzau, 
239 Park A Ye .. :-ren-ick. N . Y .. who is the 

hall' :-ranag-e1-, and return these proped y 
hlled out , \\'ith the sh ipment. It will be 
best also to send Air hi pments in his 
care, prepaid to the .\merican Dahlia 
Society Show. Passenger Terminal ~ew
ark .\irport, Newark. N. J .. to arrive, 
if poss ible on Saturday morning Sept. 
14th. If delayed em oute or not deJi,·ered 
promptly to ~[r. Berzau it may not be set 
up in time to be judged ll'it!t other entries. & 
E xh ibits should be staged by 11 :00 .\ . ~LW 
.-\ wire to ~fr. Berzau that shipment is on 
the \\' ay \YOuld ale rt him to \\'atch out 
for your entry. 



.\ugu::t. 1957 

(Co11ti1111cd fro111 Prcccdi11g Page) 
On Sunday morning a tom· will be made 

through the Botanical Gardens. and it 
should proYe tv be of interest horticul
turally to our out-of-tO\\·n guests. 

The show will be judged at 12 noon 
on Saturday following a luncheon. The 
annual :\lid-\\' est Banquet will be the 
highlight of the social part of the meeting 
and will start. we hope. at 7 p. m. Satur
day in the Chase Starlight Room. 

:\rrangements haYe been made to re
ceive shipments from out-of-town grow
ers. They should be addressed to "The 
Greater St. Louis Dahlia Society," care 
of :\[r . Rolla Zeefall, 10326 :\faddox AYe., 
o,·er!and 1-1, ~Io. \\" e hone th tt many of 
our friends will forward their blooms bv 
A ir Express. · 

The schedule includes classes callin" 
for 3-5-10 and more blo0.i1s nf the differ
ent types. I pe1·sonally believe these mul
tiple bloom classes help to make the sho,,· 
more spectacular than the all s ingle bloom 
entries. In the Open-to-All Section bloom. 
exhibited by either amateur or com
mercial people may be either field or cloth 
house grnwn. Seedling classes include the 
American Home Achievement Award. 
new seedlings in both A and B sizes. 

Can assure You that we will be oleased 
to have 1·epresentatives of the American 
Dahlia Society present at this show as 
they were at our last ?.Iicl-\Yest show in 
19-16. (\\"e haYe forwarded a photo of 
the show in the Botanical Ga rden taken 
at this last show). 

Our shm\· promises to b0 well filled with 
blooms. \\'e ha,·e had an unusual amount 
of rain all yea r. including almost 14 inches 
in June. \Yi th such a fine man as Russell 
Tilly as president of our society, and the 
:\fid-\\'est Conference and the other fine 
officers and committeemen. I don't see 
how we can miss having a great hO\\' 
and gathering of the "annointecl" dahlia 
fans. - Rarn1oncl C. Grass . 8867 Reel Oak 
f)r.. \\'ats.on Terrace, CreSl\\·oocl. St. 
Lou is . ?If o. 

• 
Midwest Dahlia Conference 

September 28-29th are Reel Letter clays 
for all :\ [ icl\\·est Dahlia Fans . I do hope 
vou ha\·e them marked on ,-our calencla1· 
and are planning to attend. the \ (icl\\'CSt 
Show to be held in St. Louis. :\lissouri. 
with the Greater St. Louis Dahlia Society 
as Host . :\. Tour is planned for those who 
will be there b\· Friday noon. and a good 
time is in store for ail who attend. The 
\ficlwest Dahlia Conference meeting will 
he held at 5 :00 P. \[. in the H otel Chase. 
I do hope all Affi liated Midwest Dahlia 
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Conference Societies have appointed their 
delegates who \\·ill attend the meeting, if 
not, do so as soon as possible and please 
send their names to me. It is necessary 
that I have this information before the 
meeting. 

The Show will be held at Shaws Bo
tanical Garden . Let's have a good rep
resentation from all l\Iiclwest Affiliated So
cieties. Looking forward to seeing you-all. 
-Louise Kleinjol1n, Secretary. 

• 
CORRECTION 

A.D.S. Branch Society Members 
Do NOT Receive Judges Manual 

On page 16 of the :\fay Bulletin is \\·as 
incotTectly stated that Branch membe1·s 
would r ece ive the J uclges ,\fanual , 
authored by Dr. \Varel Cook. This book
let, selling to others than Active members 
at one dollar per copy is the only treatise 
c,·er pub! is heel in the U nited States cleal
i1io- \\'ith al l phases of o·oocl judo-ino· of 
dahlias. It is sent free to0 ActiYe n~et,.;J)ers 
when they join. 

The Joint Class ification List. published 
jointly by the A. D. S. and the Central 

tates Dahlia Society is sent iree annually 
to all members of all categori es. Life. 
ActiYe, Sustaining and Participating, 
(Branch Hembe1·s.) 

Active members pay $-1.00 ner vear. and 
they receiYe all publications of the A. D. S. 
Branch members, on the other hand, pay 
only $2.50 per year and this does not 
co,·e r all the cost of the sen·ices rendered 
to B1·anch members. They receiYc four 
issues of this Bulletin and, as above 
stated, the Classification List. and the 
A. D. S. Show Schedule. It now take 
only 20 such memberships. at $2.50 each, 
to enroll a society as a Branch of the 
A. D. S. Branch Societies 1·ecei,·e an 
,.\. D. S . medal for a\\'arcling at their local 
show and can report the ne\YS of their 
societ\· for publish ing in this Bulletin . 

. .\ffiliatecl Societies. pay $20.00 per year 
and their secretaries recei,·c six copies 
of this Bulletin, six copies of the Classi
fication List and a bronze medal for 
awarcl i1 rn; at their local shO\\'. They arc 
also entitled to send the reports of their 
activ ities to this Bulletin for publishing. 

\\'e are sor ., if this error of statement 
in the \fa\· Bulletin caused am· n.isunder
stancl ing on the part of Branch (Partici
pating) members. 

• 
There's no fool like an old dahlia fool. 

Ti mu don't belicYe it. ask any young 
Dal~lia foo l. 
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1957 A. D. S. Seedling Sweepstakes 
It is with pleasure that we can report 

that thirty-six Branch and .-\fliliate So
cieties of the A.D. . will participate in the 
Seedling Sweepstake comnetition this 
year. The awards consist, as our members 
are aware, of ro ette ribbons at time of 
winning, and A.D.S. :\Iedal Certificate 
with the name of the Originator, and the 
\-ariety inscribed on it, a soon as the 
proper information is sent to us. The 
variety may also win a A.D.S. Gold 
medal if it has the highest aYerage score 
aboYe 85, in its size clas - in at least three 
shows in one season. 

the score cards on all nrieti_; which 
a \·erage 85 points or O\'er must be sent 
to the Chairman within a week after tl1e 
show ends. Please be sure to check the 
addition on the score cards and above all 
ec that the name and address of the 

originator and the va1·iety are plainly 
marked on each score caret. Scores re
cei\·ed after Sept. 30th will h0 disqualified, 
except that shows held after Sept. 25th 
will be given until Oct. 10 to file their 
reports. \\' e must insist on these dates so 
that the list of \\·inners can be published 
in the :--Jovember issue of the Bulletin. 

Exhibitors please remember that in 
order to be eligible for an A.D.S. gold 
medal the same seedling varie'y must be 
shown in at least three shows having this 
rnmpetitio11 this year. 

Show managers please remember that 

It is only rio-ht and proper that the 
originator and hi new dahlia novelty be 
given all the credit and publicity that is 
possible. The fullest co-operation of show 
managements to this end \V ill be ap
preciated. Andrew J. :\Iulcaliy, Chairman, 
20 :\farshall .--lse., Flo1·al Park., l\'. Y. 

AMERICAN DAHLIA SOCIETY 
Official Bench or Show Score Card 

Originator-.......................................................... Entry No ...... . 

Address ....................................................... . 
Variety ~ amc or N 0 .......... ............ . ...................... Type. 

Numb• r in each cafumn, below at left, represen~s MAXIMUM Pe rfection 
Deduct, in each square, for less than perfection {negative qualitiesl. 

M Sm•ll B M<dium A Lug• CHARACTERISTICS ~~o~L'.:.'LJ;;:;~,.bl• 
-M-,-,_-,-o- -,-.,-,_ ,-o- -,:-:,-,,-. ::,o:-1------C-O_ l_O_R-------11 

+Clen +Bright + Anractive 1 +Useful 
-4 Unpkasing blend - 2 Dull -3 fades -3 Burns 

----------1----------------11 
Mu. 15 Max. 15 Mu. 15 FORM 

Max. 10 Mu. JO Max. 10 DISTINCTIVENESS 

+Uniform + Artistic +True co Type 
-4 Deformed -2 Ordimrr -2 Varyins 

- --------·l-----------------11 
Add I to I 0 pts. for form, color or other qu.ahry be· 
cause supttior tO, or different from exiscing va.ciettes ----------l---'-------------11 

Ma.x.3 " M:uc. O Max. 10 SIZE 
Diameter Dep1h 

---- ------11---------------
Mu. 15 Max. 15 l\bx. 15 STEM 

+ Serons +Erec1 +Long +Graceful +ProPort!oi: 
-5 WeaJc-3 Crorchy-3 Crooked-3 Poor Propon:ion 

---------l·-----'------~-11 
FOLIAGE Max. 15 Mu. 15 M::ix. 15 

+He:ilth +Vigor + Rugged +Propon:ion 
-5 Poor-3 \'Y'eak-3 Succu!ent-3 Poor Proporcioa 

---------l·-'------------11 
M•x. 12 Mn. l l M"'. 10 SUBSTANCE 

Condition of Perab. +Firm + Thick +Bade Good 
Condition of Petals,-3 Soh-2 Thin-2 Wih-2 Fails 

----------1----------------11 
UNIFORMITY Max. 5 Max. 5 x Fo r &nch Judging only, dcdua l 10 3 pts. M or B 

only for Varying Size. 
----~----l·------------11 

BLOOM POSITION Max. 5 i\bx. 5 Max.' 
+Side Facing, +45 ° angle facing 

Deduct I ro} Poi nu /or top or down facing 

TOT.AL 
Note: If phnc shows defini1e evidence of disease, 

A <lt'duct up to 5 points in 1he 6..nal score :at left. 

TOTAL TOTAL 

M B 

Color Description ... 

Remarks .... ... . 

Evid<'nce of [nsect Damage..... . ........... of Di~casc 

\Vherc Scored .................... Scored by ................... Dat<' 

•Maximum up co } pu. 2w-2rdcd for daintiness-small si:u: under 4 inches. 
( ~ Expl:anation Reverse Side.) l 

c-

The following , ocictics will par-
ticipate in this competition in 1957: 

Badger State Dahlia Societv 
Baltimore Dahlia Society -
Bergen County Dahlia ociety 
Burholme Horticultural Societ\' 
Central States Dahlia Society -
Central Valley Dahlia Society 
Dahlia Society of Alabama 
Dahlia Society of Kentucky 
Dahlia ociety of Oh io 
Dahlia Society of Te1111cssec 
Dahlia Socieh· of \\"isconsin 
Dahlia & Plai1t pee. of CJeycJancl 
East Liverpool Dahlia Socict·· 
Greater Phila. Dahlia Society 
Inglewood Dahlia Society 
In·ington Dahlia Club 
K itsap Country Dahlia Society 
Long Island Dahlia Society 
Michigan Dahlia ociety 
:\>[id America Dahl ia Society 
Kational Capitol Dahl ia ociety 
North J ersey Dahlia Society 
Ohio Valley Dahlia Society 
Orange County Dahlia ociety 
Rochester Dahlia Society 
San Leandro Dahlia Society 
Scioto \'alley Dahlia Society 
Seattle Dahlia Socictv 
Snohomish County Rose & Dah. Soc. 
Southeastern Mich. Dahlia Society 
Southern Tier Dahlia Society 
Southtown Dahlia Socich-
The Dah lia Societv of )J .- J. 
The Portland Dal~li a Society 
The San Diego Dahlia Society 
\Vashi no-ton State Dahlia Society 

A.D.S. Official Show Score Card 
Which Will Be Used to Judge 

The Seedling Sweepstakes Entries 
In 36 Shows 
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Some Suggestions for Future Dahlia Classifications 
By WARREN MAYTROTT, Vineland, N. J . 

There has been much controYersr as 
to size classification of the Dahlia for 
how purposes. For years .. A's" and "B's" 

competed against each other. with the "A" 
usually the winner. ::.Ianr Judges do not 
use the score card and therefore OYerride 
the 10 points allowed for size and ignore 
many of the 90 points set apart for Color, 
Form, Distinctiyeness, Stem, Bloom posi
tion and Substance. 

Recently \Ye have had much interest in 
the 4" tu 6" "BB" dahlia . This size is 
now officially in the . ..\ .D .S. Trial 
Grounds, Seedling Sweepstake Classes and 
authorized for the Classification List. 

The thought behind this movement is 
fourfold. First, to give the small "B" 
dahlia a chance as it has no points for size 
in the score care\. econcl, to allow many 
yarieties now grown and shown as Uin
iatures to be grown to good form and size 
and then show as "BB"'. ).fany of them 
are really poorly grown and almost 
stan·ed to be kept undersized as ).{iniat
ures. Third, to encourage a really worth
while seedling that is too big for a Uin
iature but would not go any\\·here in 
competing against the larger "B" dahlias. 
Fourth . and possibly most important since 
there is a growing desire to split the 
.. A's" and \\·ith the ''B" Dahlia now limit
ed 6 to 8 inches. 11'/iy 110/ clia11ge the .. R .. 
ta 6 to 9 i11clies, cli111i11ati11!f Ilic necessity 
of sj>litti11g Ilic ".-1" a11d 111ake a real sec
tio11 i11 any slimv 011/ of "B" dah/ias 9 The 
''A" dahlia will al\\·ays take care of itself 
in any show and we do not ha \·e to \\·orry 
about its popularity. 

Simplify the Ru les 

On the aboYe recommendation let u 
ha\'e 110 tolerances. Let us have Porns up 
to 2", ).Iiniatures up to 4", ''BB's" 4" to 
6", ''B's" 6" to 9" and " . ..\'s" 9" or O\'er. 
Let us also have another uniform rule that 
a dahlia grown oversize according to its 
official classification can be shmYn in the 
next larger size classification (Porns ex
cepted). This would mean any flower 
well grown \\·otilcl be eligible for entry in 
any show and not be thrown out because 
ui oYersize. Ko dahlia can come back to 
a smaller size. An ''A" dahlia connot be 
shown as a "B" or a ''BB" as a ).Iiniature. 

\\-hy not encourage people to gro\Y and 
show dahlias at their best, and as near 
per fect as possible. Don't penalize or dis
qualify their entry when a dahlia is grown 
m·ersize. 

This \\·ill also encourage introducers 
(and the Classification Committee) to 
cl as ify a dahlia as it grows in an a,·erage 
or normal season. In an unusually good 
season the larger bloom can go in the next 
class for larger dahlias. A dah I ia that 
normally grows 8 to 9., and only occasion
ally 1 O" would be classified as a B and 
shown as an A when over 9". 

Wh y Not National ize Class ification s? 

It is our opinion that the Official Classi
fication List of Dahlias should be handled 
and published by the A.D .S. with equal 
representation from all Branch and Affil
iated Societies who care to participate by 
appointing a delegate or representativ~ to 
submit a list of recommended addition 
and corrections. It is not exactly demo
cratic for any two societies to produce a 
list for National use, even though a few 
societies and/or individuals do submit 
su 0 ·gestecl additions or deletions. Let u 
make this important project truly national. 
\\"ith SO Branch and Affiliated Societies 
to help, the A.D.S. could do it. \Vould 
appreciate any comment on the above sug
gestion which Bulletin readers care to 
make. Thank you. \V. \V. ).[. 

• 
Corrections in 1957 

A .D.S. Show Schedule 
In Section "G" of the 1957 Sho\Y 

Schedule, it erroneously states that Ex
hibito1·s should stage Seedling Exhibits 
by 11 :00 A.1I. Tuesday. This should of 
cou1·se read. "by 11 :00 A.::.r. SATUR
D . .\ Y, Se-pt. 1-1." 

. ..\lso there are other confused state
ments in Section. "G" in the last para
graph listing of Classes "Gl .. through 
"G27." This paragraph should read as 
follows: ·'.\11 entries in Classes "G21. G22 
and G.23" are also eligible to be entered in 
the .-\.D . . Seedling Sweepstake, compe
tion, if so requested and plainly marked on 
the ent1·y cards of such ent1·ics." 

The abo,·e chanfl·es \\·ere stwo-estccl b,· 
Eagle-eye Edward B. Lloyd .. s~;t.~tary of 
the .-\.D.S. Undoubtedly there are other 
errors, which will be found. mainh· clue 
to the fact that the printer did not send 
the 01·iginal copy to Show ).fanagcr Emil 
Berzau \\·ith the proofs ent him for cor
rection. If there arc things which are not 
clear to exhibito1·s. please write to Emil 
Berzau. 239 Park .-\ve., ).Ierrick. L. I., 
K. Y. for clarification. 
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The Economics of Dahlia Selling 
and Introduction Today in the U. S. 

The Commercial Dahlia Firms in America are subject today to all the 
economic ills of inflation. high labor costs, scarcity of experienced help 
even at high wages. the high cost of living and a Dollar worth only 49 
cent compared with 19-J.0. 

If these problems were not enough to discourage continuance in the 
husiness of sel ling dah lias, then comes the very 10\Y priced competition from 
European Dahlia Firm . There. for many reasons . pot roots can be pro
duced and sold here at pri ces ,,·hich cannot be matched by American firms . 
The duty on the importations is nominal, about 15 7c. Acid this duty to the 
lo\\· prices of roots, yes , and acid postage also and sti ll the American Grow
ers see the dah lia roots imported to America by the thousand at pri ces at 
one third, or less, of the co t of production of the sanie vari eties here. 

Then there is the matter of introduction of new varieties. This too , is 
a losing game, as it is no,,· clone in America, at least in many cases. The 
majority of new dahlias here are grO\Yn from seed by amateu r s. These we 
call "Originators." \ Vithout the facilities to place the ne\Y variety on the 
market. to catalogue it and place the advertising about it in this Bulletin 
and other publications. the Orig inator enter s in to a cont ract " ·ith a Com
mercial Dahlia Firm to do it fo r him. These we call "Introdncers." In 
some instances a Commercial Firm is both Originator and Introducer, 
when they put thei r O\Yn seedling on the market. It is our understanding 
that this is the general practice in Holland. Belgium and England. There. 
almost all of the ne\\· varieties are the seedlings of the Commercial Firms. 

Here are the steps usually fo llowed in the introduction of a ne\\· dahlia 
vari ety in this coun try. An O riginator sends the seedl ing to the American 
Dahlia Society Trial Grounds. of which there are five at present. located 
from coast to coast. He pays $3.00 per va riety for testing them at each 
garden. including one season's culture. regular scoring of them throughout 
the season by a team of competent judges and a report of that judging with 
the final average score. 

If the variety receives an average score (on the A. D. S. Fielrl Score 
Card . ) of 85 or more points out of a possible 100 points, it receives an 
A. D. S. Certificate of l\ferit and it is li sted in the Trial Ground Report of 
that season in the November issue of thi s Bulletin. in the Flower Gro\\·er 
Magazine and other publications. This all acids up to considerable pub
licity for it. Each article gives a description of the type. color and size of 
the ne11· variety. Exhibitors can then decide. and often do, that they \Yant 
it to grow and exhibit the next year. 

Should the new dahlia he of such outstanding merit that it ·cores the 
highest average in at least three Official Trial Grounds, of any in its size 
category, then it receives the highest honor the A. D. S. can confer on a 
ne\\· dahlia. the "Derril! Hart l\Iedal." 

Also the Originator and/or the Introducer may, and usually does, 
enter the variety at several fall sho11·s. It is there entered in the A. D. S. 
Seedling Sweepstakes Class and usually also in the American Home 
Achievement Class. particularly if it is a large, ··A" size. If the Yariety 

--
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wins awards in these Classes as well as 
at the Trial Grounds. then it is a safe pre
sumption that it will be in public demand 
generally for the next season. 

But there is more to the story. All this 
te ting and exhibiting has taken a lot of 
time, often many miles of t ravel and has 
cost the Originator from $50.00 to $250.00 
in actual outlay of cash. Then come the 
additional effort and expense in catalogu
ing, advert ising, shipping, plant produc
tion in greenhouse, etc. .-\ nd, after all 
these steps, it is sti ll a gamble whether the 
pub! ic will buy enouo-h roots and plants 
to pay for all the oYerhead and return a 
profit. If there is a profi t . it is usually 
divided equally between the Originato1· 
and the Introducer, because they have 
e11te1·ed into a conti-act to that end. 

To show just how precarious the intro
duction of a new dahlia is today, when 
sold at the same prices that they were I 0 
or I 5 years ago. consider this case. One 
Introducer put eight new yarieties on the 
market, or tried to, this year. :\ fte r the 
sell ing season was over he paid the eight 
Originators a total of $350.00 after ad-
vertising and other expenses were de
ducted. As you can figure it out. this was 
an average payment to each of only $43.75 
fo r all his work and worry. In most cases 
this represented a loss, without figuring 
his time in culture and exhibiting a worth 
anything. 

New lntrodudions Have Not Advanced 
In Price in 30 Years 

Quite frequently, when a buyer wants 
one of the new top award winning dahlias. 
he or she is heard to remark that the 
$10.00. $15.00 or $25.00 asked for it is too 
much. and they can't afford such exhorbi
tant prices. If the reader has done this, 
please con ider t hese facts. Today's new 
Dahlia Introduction is the one item which 
HAS NOT ad\·anced in price. In 1923 
many growers thought that \\'. H. \Vaite 
was ci-azy to ask $50.00 for Jersey Beauty. 
Yet many good dahlia incomes and yea1·s 
of good living were later made by others 
than the late l-fr. \Vaite from this same 
variety. which. incidentally rernlutionized 
the dahlia commercial cut flower business. 

If the reader will think back to some 
new variet ies he purchased in 1940 at 
$15.00 per divi ion, please r ealize the 
$15.00 paid for a new variety in 1957 is 
less than half that of the 1940 one. \Yith 

& the Dollar worth today just 49 cents com
W pared with the 1940 Dolla r, new dah lia 

introductions arc really quite cheap today. 
It is one of the greatest horticultural ba1·
gains aYaila ble, in fact. 
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Other Serious Problems 

But let us cite other serious problems 
of the .-\merican Dahlia Originator and 
Introducer. If a new yariety has won lots 
of awards and is in great public demand, 
other Commercial Fi rms both here and 
abroad purchase root- of it the fi rst vear 
and put them in the bench in the g1:een
hou c. ( if they can be purchased befo1·c 
l-farch 31st. ) They make as many plants 
as possible from the diYision. T he second 
year they offer them to their customers. 
If they are ethical, they offer it at the 
same price which the Introducer is charg
ing the second year of introduction, which 
is u ually half of the first year 's price. 
Others, unfo rtunately. cut the price if the 
division ha - produced 11·ell for them. In 
such instances. the cut price man often 
sells more the second year than does the 
Introducer. This creates a problem for 
the latter because in most cases he has a 
two-yea1· contract with the Originator. If 
the first year's sales ha1·e not paid ex
penses to introduce. others than those who 
haYe wo1·1-.:ed hard to render the dahlia 
buying public a sen·icc. haYe skimmed 
off the cream from the whole operation. 

Commercial F irm in Europe, at least 
some of them. ha\·e, without any risk or 
expense fo r introduction. except for the 
root division. and the space for 1 isting in 
thei r catalogue been guilty of this practice 
for some Yea rs. Recall the instance men
tioned by ·Bruce Coll ins of 'Ctica. l-(ich., 
in the l-fay 1957 issue of this Bulletin, 
page 24. He said "The \·ariety )Jed Sey
mour in .-\ merica \\'as priced the second 
year at $15.00. ( This dahlia had \\'On 9 
.-\. D. S. Seedling Sweepstake awards. at 
as many shows, besides many other 
awards. and was old at $25.00 11·hen in
troduccd.-Editor) . "Its Originator. tan
lcy Johnson, set the second year price at 
$15.00 and it \\'as worth it. hut it \\'as of
ferecl by a large Holland fi rm at the same 
time at only :fJ.50 per pot root." 

In an editorial addenda to l-Jr. Collins 
r emarks in the :'.\fay Bulletin. we said: 
'·If the American Dahlia Introduccrs are 
to survi1·e this price cutting on ne\\' intro
ductions in the second year, by Commer
cial Firms hc1·c and al;road. t.he simplest 
thing \\'Ould be to ha\·c every Dahlia F irm 
ag1·ee to a plan whereby there would be 
a mutual protection of each others prices 
for the first two years. \\' e understand 
there is now in effect such an arrangement 
on tulips and other plant material. with 
European Firms." 

(Co11t i1111cd 011 Xe.rt Paye) 



1-1 

(Co11ti1111cd frul/I Prcccdi1111 Page) 

Fa. D. Bruidegom Would 
Agree to Such a Plan 

\ \"e are Yery happy to report that some 
Holland Firms wil l go along w ith such a 
plan. \\" e hope that others wi ll fol low 
suit. \ \' e glad ly quote the letters here,,·ith : 

J uly 2nd, 1937 
Lvnn B. DudleY, Editor A .D. S.Bulletin, 
25 lr\'ing Place: X rn· Rochelle, K. Y. 
De::ir S ir: 

In the Bulletin of the :\merican Dahli a 
Society of i\[ay, 195/ we read with much 
interest Your Yiew about a solution of the 
difficulties , ,·hich haYe a risen about the 
prices of .\mer ican Novelties in Dutch 
catalogues. 

\Ye think that the American Dahlia 
Society should make an arrangement with 
the Dutch Dahlia Society in this connec
tion. 

Even when there would be difficul ties. 
our firm would be quite willing to make 
a n agreement \\·ith the :.\merican Gro\\'ers 
so that our Dahlia-catalogue prices would 
be the same as in the U . S. A. during 
the first two years after int roduction. 

H oping we ·are thus contributing to 
better relation, we are Yours V ery Truly. 
Fa. D. Bruidegom. per 1lrs. D. E,·eleens 
}f aarse. 
( Editor's X ote : The following letter \\"aS 

receiYed after the aboYe a rt icle was writ
ten) 

Comments From Ballego & Sons 
July 20. 1957 

Lrnn B. Dudle1·. Editor A. D. S. Bulletin: 
· " _..\ to a gentlemen's agreement \\'ith 

the :.\merican Introclucers relati,·e to main
tenance of pr ices for first and second yea r 
introductions. This \\'as my own original 
idea locall1· and I made a proposal that 
this he cloi1e at a meeting of the Council 
of the Netherland Dahlia Society. of 
\\'hich }fr. } [aa rse is the Secretary. 

"In this country, every Introducer of 
ne\\' Yarieties places his Ya rieties and pr ices 
on the Special List of the K etherland 
Dahlia Society and in that he fixes his 
p1·ices fo r roots and plants during t\\'o 
years : .\utumn-1956 ; Spring·-1957; Au
tumn-1957: Spring-1938. This includes 
trade pri ces. reta il prices and export pr ice;;. 

'"Trader;; \\"ho do not keep their ,,·ore!. 
cannot 0be fi ned. or made to pay a penalty. 
But. they are just not pennittecl to handle 
the X. D. S. Listed \ -ar ieti es. Further he 
will not be permitted to Ii t his O\\'n in
troductions. so that it is not wry likely 
that his own introductions will e\·er he 
a part of the genera l assortment. 

Bullet in of the American Dahlin Society 

"The root . tock that we ha 1·c bought 
in G. S. A. or that we obtained by ex
change, has neYer been subject to any 
agreement of the kind we ha,·e in the 
K ether lands. Therefore I ha Ye always felt 
free to ell at such a price that the total 
of my U. S .. :\. impor t costs were cO\·ered. 

"Howe\'C'r, I feel certa in that a complete 
unde1-standing of each other's problems. 
\1·hich are really not complicated, will 
lead us to an agreement in this matter 
of the prices 0 11 new introductions. 

]. ::-I. Ba lleo-o 

\\. e thank !\Irs. 1Iaarse and }[r. Bal
l ego for their ki nd offers and uggestions. 

T he writer does not expect that all 
the ills of the Commercial Growers can 
be r esolved by the publishing of this article 
and letters. \ \' e ha Ye tried to tell the story 
of some of the difficulties which confront 
them. \\'e have not begun to list a ll of 
them. But, we do know that without the 
courageous Orig inators and the Yenture
some Introducers in the Dahlia \\"odd in 
A merica and abroad we would not be able 
to hold Dahlia Societies together, we 
could not have Dahlia Magazines such as 
this one and D ahlia Shows would ,,·ane 
and die without the interest of the new 
varieties to make them interesting to both 
exhibitors and the pub! ic. 

\\·e would respectful!,, ask that eYery
one who loves this First Amer ican Garden 
Flower to please do everything possibk 
to keep the commercial business alive and 
prosperous. E1·ery dahlia gro\\"er can help. 
A nd we \vould welcome suggestions as 
to how it can be done.-Lynn B. Dudley. 

• 
New A .D.S. Affiliated 
Society in California 

.At the July 12th meeting of the E xecu
t i,-c Committee the application of the 
Ino·Je\\'oocl Dahlia Society. Inglewood. 
Califo rnia. for a ffilia tion w ith the . \meri 
can Dahlia Society was unanimously ac
cepted. 

Their sho\\' \\"ill he held August 17 and 
18. at the Ingle\\·oocl High School. The 
officers of the Societ\· are :- President, 
H erb rt P1·ie s. 9.26 X ci. Eucalyptus .An~ .. 
Ino·Jewood; Sec'y .. }Ji. s }[innie }f oore. 
3-IIS \\' . SOth St .. Ingbrnoc!: Cor. Sec\ .. 
1[rs. F. C. }fcKeh -eY. 96.2 Franklin S t.. 
Santa !\Ionica ; Treas .. :\Ian True. 1936 
L oma Dri ,·e. H ermosa Beach, Cali i. 

You might. a s w : l. laugh at yourself _ 
once 111 a \\·ht!e. clah!ta fo lks. Enrybocly 
else does when you get star ted telling 
them your tallest clahlia s tor ies. 



Aug11>t, 1957 15 

A. D. S. Official Trial Gardens for 1957 

A .D.S. Tria l Garden at Farmingdale, L. I., N. Y. 

Early reports from the Trial Gardens 
show that they all share two thi11gs in 
common. All reports so far received say 
that the plantings are doing well, and all 
report a greater number of new yaricties 
recci,·ed for trial than they had last yeai-. 
In the last few Yea1·s another trcnci has 
been noted and 1:eported. The quality of 
,·arietics sent for trial has been going up. 
. \ greater proportion of the yarieties 
grown ha,·e been winning the .-\ .. D . S. 
Certificate of :\ferit. and fewer h2,·e been 
scoring less than 80 points. \ \' e hope that 
this trend -.,·ill continue, and if it does, we 
should haYe some fine new yarieties. 

:\ report on the number of ne,,· varieties 
on trial at each of the Gardens follows: 
Atlanta, Ga ................................................. 31 
Cincinnati, Ohio ........................................ 29 
East Lansing, ::.rich . ................................ 49 
Farmingdale. N. Y ..... ................................ 54 
Oakland. Cal. .............................................. 59 

In addition to these, the Paci f-ic 1\ orth
west Conference has tarted a planting in 
Tacoma, \\' ash . with the intention of es
tablishing it as an official :\. D . S. Trial 
Garden as soon as rules permit. They 
ha,·e ten new Yarieties on trial, and a 
planting of about 90 standard named 
varieties. 

As this is written it look. as thou!?"h the 
Trial Gardens are going to have a good 
year. Some of these gardens ha,·e a Field 
Da,· \\·hen YOU arc im·itecl to come and sec 
the- new ,·arieties in bloom, and to meet 
the members of the sponsoring socicb-. If 
so, the dates should be pub! ish..:c'. else,\· here 
in this issue, usually in the rLport of the 

spo11soring society. 111 any ca, · it is sug
gested that a Yisit to the Trial Garden 
during blooming season ;'11ould be well 
worth your time. Bert Pitt., Chairman 
Trial Garden Comm. 

• 
Pacific Coast Trial Gardens 
(Release from Oakland Pork Dept.) 

Corning into bloom i11 the dahlia 
gardens in Lakeside Park arc 59 yarieties 
of dahlia seed! ings sent to Oakland from 
all parts of the world. including .-\ustralia, 
Holla11cl, France, England. :\.frica. Canada 
and the eastern and southern sections of 
the l.'nitcd States. for tests conducted by 
the Oakland Park Department's nurserv 
staff in cooperation with the San Leandro 
Dahlia Society. There are three plants 
oi each of the 59 Yaricties being grown 
and judged under rules established bv the 
trial gTounds committee oi the .\mcrican 
Dahlia Society. \l·hich in 1953 selected the 
dahlia display garden in Lakeside Park as 
the only official trial ground for dahlias 
on the Pacific Coast. 

Then' arc two distinct di,·isions of the 
dahlia gardens in Lakeside Park. ac
cording to Robert J .. -\mmcrma11. head 
mn-seryman: the official trial grou11d fo1· 
dahlias, ,,·here tests are conducted and the 
scori11g is do11c hr experienced judges; 
a11d the display garden where this yea1· 
2800 dahlias of 350 differe11t Yaricties are 
bei11g- g-rown for exhibit purpo:<cs 011ly . 
. \ mong· these are SO Yarietics en ti rel v 11ew 
to this area. -

( C 0 11/ ii! 11cd n11 .\-c.rt Page') 
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The Registration and 
Recording of Dahlias 

Keeping up with all the new dahlias 
seems to be a hopeless task. \\'hen a 
new yariety is named and officially 
registered, there is no problem. as the 
necessary information must be sent to the 
keeper of the records. It is the dahlias 
that are named and put on the market 
without going to the trouble of registering 
that cause ihe dif1iculty. 

.·\cco1·d ing to the · Code of l\ omen
clatu re, published in the :\fay. 1957, issue 
of the Bui letin oi the . .\merican Dahlia 
Societ>·· no dahlia is offic ially recognized 
by the Society unless it has a legitimate 
name which. too-ether ,,·ith the necessan· 
description, ha been publish~d in a datecl 
publication of some sort. 

\\'here published 0 Some a1.,,ear in 
ad\'ertisemcnts. some fe\\' ha,·e a poeared 
in the Honor Rolls. Most of them are 
published in catalogues. 

Send Catalogues 

If a grower wishe to ha\·e his dahlias 
recognized and recorded by the American 
Dahlia Society. it is his obligation to 
see to it that the chairman of the Com
mittee 0:1 Nomenclature. who is the 
keeper of the records. receives a copy of 
his catalogue which contains the de-
cri ptions of the new ones. The best way 

is to place the chairman on a permanent 
mailing list. 

Se,·eral years ago, we cam·assed all 
a-rowers for copies of catalogues. They 
were sent upon request. but the next year 

( Co11tiu11cd fro111 Prcccdi11g Pape) 
The Pacific Coast Trial Ground for 

Dahlias is under the supen·isio:1 of R. H. 
Harter of l.afaYette, ,,·hile other members 
of the San Lea;1dro Dahlia Society's com
mittee include Carl E. LundYall and 
Richard C. Trotter. Stanley J. O'Connell 
of the Park Department's nursery staff 
is in charge of the dahlia display gardens. 

The :\mcrican Dahlia Societ,· indicated 
in choosing Lakeside Park for. its official 
trial grnund that the Bay area's usual 
summer fogs and alternating hot \\·eather 
provided an ideal climate for the rig·orous 
testing necessary to meet the <necifications 
of the society so that the plants caq 
e\·entually he made a\·ailable to the public 
through. trade outlet . 

The d;ihlia display garden is open dail,· 
from 8 :30 a.m. until 4 :30 p.m .. and on 
Sundays and holidays from 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. There is no admission charge. 
through the cou rtesy of the Park Com
mi ssion of Oakland. 
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most of them failed to sho\\· c1n. because 
no purchases were made. It would seem 
that the formal recognition of the new 
varieties would be worth the few cents 
spent for printing and postage. Chairma.n, 
Committee on ~ omenclature, Charles H. 
Connors, 115 Korth Sixth Ave., Highland 
Park, New Jersey. 

• 
New A.D.S. Registrations 

Br :\Irs. Thomas Barrett (Barrett's 
Gardens), Route 2. Box 302. Roswell, 
New Mexico, the follo,ying dahlias: 

J'£'111. A dahlia, semi-cactus, cream, 
laciniated petals. 

."1/a1nagardo, A dahlia, ,cmi-cactus, 
white. 

White Sands, A dahlia, informal deco
rative. white. 

Pecos T'al!cy, A dahlia. cactus. peach 
suffused orang~. 

Pina/a. A dahlia, straight cactus, dark 
red. 

fl'a11 !ala. A dahlia. informal deco1·ative, 
medium lavender. 

Rio Rojo, B dahlia, cactus, bi-color, 
maroon, cream tips. 

Tu, B dahlia. straight cactus. bright 
rose and pink blend, quilled petals. ' 

Jeddy, A dahlia, semi-cactus. tomato 
reel. shag!ty petals. 

Old Paint. B dahlia. formal decorative, 
variegated. crimson flecked pink. 

Ros<t•cl/ Q11cc11. A dahlia. semi-cactus, 
bright rose and ··Qllow blend. 

H 011do. A dahlia . informal clecorati\'e, 
light lawnder. Chades H. Connors, 
A.D.S., Chairman of Xom~nclature. 

• 
Amendation In the 

Revised Code of Nomenclature 
In the Code as published on Page 8, 

~fay, 1957 issue of Th e Bulletin of the 
American Dahlia Society. a key phrase 
was omitted from one clanse that puts 
meaning into the clause. 

:\ rticle I\·. Clause 9. on the use of 
Personal :Names. should read as folln11·s: 

''The name of any liYing person of 
prominence, such as in the world of any 
a rt, in science. ports, etc.. etc." The 
clause is not intended to apply to your 
wife or daughter or othe1· relatiYe or 
neighbors. nor to minor politicians, and 
so on . \\'e recall the difficult\· the late 
Prof. C. Merrill Brmrn had in- obtaining .• 
permission to use the name of Kirsten W 
Flagstad . and the efforts made by another 
originator who wanted to name a dahlia 
for the character Hop-Along-Cassidy. If 
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he had used it, he \rnuld have been liable 
iur a legal suit. 

Su, ii tht person ior 11·hom you want 
to name a dahlia is sectionally or nationally 
iamuus ur notorious. the proper pro
cedure i, first to obtain a written state
ment that he accept the honor.-Charles 
H. Connor,, 115 Xorth Cixth .\1·e., Iligh
lancl Park, _ r_ J. 

• 
Baltimore Da hlia Society 

The 32ncl .·\nnual Fall Flower Sho11· of 
the Baltimore Dahlia Society 11·ill be held 
Saturday and Sunclay-Seiitember 21st 
,. 22nd in the Sears Community .-\ucl i
torium-:'forth & Harfo1·d :.\yes.-Balti
more, \[cl. Show \fa11age1· Chas. Forclney 
reports all in readiness and with the fine 
prospects for blooms \\'e shoul-1 see one of 
the finest shows e1·er staged in Baltimore. 
President ] ohn Shenrnocl has his com
mittee all lined up and they arc working 
harder than e1·er to put 011 a colorful as 
well as interesting exhibit. \\'c i1witc all 
g;ro11·ers to exhibit and ent ries will be re
cei1·ecl until 12 noon-Sept. 21st. For 
schedule 1nite H. 0. :.\burn, 6-12-1 Blen
heim Road, Baltimore 12, \f cl. 

YOU'RE 
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Virginia Brunjes Dies 
\'irginia Brunjes, wife of George 

Drunjes of 1227 \\'est \\'ate1· St., Elmira, 
)J_ Y .. died June 2-1 after a long illne.s. 
\'irginia not 01,Jy attended the ::\few York 
show eyery year, with George but helped 
him in the sto1·e daily, when she felt able, 
and often when she did not. . \nd she also 
helped him in the laro-e garden, and to set 
up ior the many shows where they ex
hibited each year. 

\\'e do not know Yirginia's age, but she 
1\'as one of those persons who did not 
a1)pcar to age. no matter ho\\' badly she 
felt. She 1\'as always cheerful and ·miling, 
an cl al ll'ay had a kind \\'Orel for eyeryone. 
.\!so she was a 11·onclerful hostess, when 
11·e \l·e1·e I LJcky enough to be im·itecl to the 
Brunjes home at how time. The la t 
message \\'e had from her ll'as a note of 
thanks for a basket of llo11·ers, on \fay 
16th. 11·hc11 Dr. Preas, Dewey \[oh1·, 'Drew 
\folcahy and the eclito1· sent her the blooms 
on the· occasion of her last ,-i it to the 
ho pita!. She wrote, "I ·enjoyed the 
beautiful flowers 1·cry much attcl the loYely 
dish thev 11·ere sent in." The sincere 
s,·mpathy of all our memhc1·s who knew 
\ -irginia, goe to Georo-e in his bereaYe
ment. 

WELCOME 

Yisit us at Dahliadel in late September or early October. Our 
fields are so arranged that you can driYe thru and see nearly 20 
acres of outstanding dahlias, from the largest exhibition to the 
smallest pom. ~Iany are the medium size which produce multi
tudes of blooms 11·onclerful in the garden as \1·ell as for cntting. 
A real array of color and types. 

\\'e are gro\1·ing many new Australian yarieties, and almost 
an acre of Seedlings. 

\\'e still find no better Insect Control than the BHC and 
\ 'apatone listed in our Catalog. 

Dahliadel I;\TRODL"CTIO:t\S for 1958 promise to he the 
best eyer, and cover many different type 

Catalog on request, if not already on our Ii t. 

DAHLIA DEL 
Box 14 Warren W. Maytrott Vineland, N. J. 

I 
' I 

I 

I 
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The AMERICAN 
DAHLIA SOCIETY, Inc. 

ORGAXIZED :-IAY JO, 1915 

"The Sociely is formed for the purpose 
of slimulating interest jn and promoting 
the cullure and development of the 
Dahlia; to e&tablish a standard nomencla
ture; to test out new varieties and give 
them such recognition as they deserve; 
to sludy the diseases of the Dahlia and 
find remedies for same, and to dissemi· 
nate information relating to this flower; 
to secure uniformity in awarding prizes 
at flower shows, and to give exhibitions 
when deemed ad,·isable." 

DR. BRUCE PREAS, President 
387 Merrick Rd., Rockville Centre. N. Y. 

EDWARD B. LLOYD, Secretary 
10 Crestmont Road, Montclair, N. J. 

HENRY A. OLSEN, Treasurer 
45 Clement Ave., Elmont, N. Y. 

LYNN B. DUDLEY, Editor, B1tl!eti11 
25 Irving Pl., New Rochelle. N. Y. 

Something to Think About 
There arc dahlia 111e11 1\·ho are good 

trencher111e11. Others are oscillators while 
still others are soakers. \ ,. e refer to their 
methods of 1Yatering. For years the editor 
has used a six fool high oscillato1· 
sprinkler. :\nd we haYe mulched also to 
help the ground retain the water. But this 
vear of the big clrouth. we ha\·e trenched 
as did the late E. E. Tooker. and as :\ lhert 
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Parrella and many others do. It is work
ing out fine too, even though we are 
rest ricted to use of water to from 9 p. m. 
to 7 a. m. Those who have a gentle lope 
to their gardens can do trenching and get 
the wate1· to the mots faster, without 
using as much water as one does in the 
OYerhead sy tern . 

• 
Dr. Henry C. Parker recentlv had a 

successful operation on his eye. ·\y c are 
pleased to learn that the sight of thi eye 
will be close to normal, because Dr. 
Parker is one of our long time dahlia 
fr iends and is doing a fine job editing the 
Dahliagram, the official 01·gan of the 
National Capitol Dahlia Society. And 
Editor need all the vision possible. He 
says be will undergo surgery on the other 
eye after the Dahlias are dug. Good luck 
with that one too, Dr. Henry. 

• 
\\' eather has been ven· detrimental to 

good dahlia culture agai1i this season. In 
the mid-west and south the\· ha\·e had an 
excess of rain and many· growers lost 
rnots from flooding, or we1·c unable to 
plant at the time they should ha n~ been 
put in. In the East it has been the re,·erse. 
Two severe droughts. the first in June and 
again in July. ha\•e resulted in a shortage 
of nearly eight inches of ra'nfall over 
normal. And \1·ith the drouth, we have 
had many clays over 90 degrees. Farm 
crop losses in this a rea a re estimated so 
far at OH'r 10 millions of dollars . 

• 
\\"e had a very pleasant visi t with ::-rr. 

(Pete) and ::-frs. R. E. Ha1·ter of \\'alnut 
Creek, Calif., at the home of 1[r. and Mrs. 
\\"arren ~faytrott, at Vineland, on Mav 
26. The Harters had attended the wedding 
of their son. who is with the State Depart
ment. in \Vashington on ::_ray 25th. The 
::-raytrotts had invited the editor and Mrs. 
Dudley clown for the clay. The latter was 
unable to go. But we had a most pleasant 
clay inspecting the interesting plant of 
Dahliadel and discussing the Pacific Coast 
. .\. D. S. Trial Garden at Lakeside Park. 
Oakland, of \\·hich "Pete" is the director. 
On June 18 the Harters wrote: "Our trip 
was a most memorable one and we en
j ovecl e\·ery minute of it. In fact we arc 
still reliving it. It makes us proud to know 
that we have friends who \\'Oulcl go to all 
the troubl e you did in coming to sec us." 

• The editor will appear on the Ruth A 
Alampi " Home Garden" show, WRCA-TV, •• 
Saturday, August 24th, at 1 :00 P.M. They 
will discuss Dahlia Culture, Dahlia Shows 
and Dahlia People. 
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Dahlia Border 
New York Botanical Garden 

Bronx Park 
For those of us with long memories, the 

period when the Dah lia Border at the 
Ne"· Yo1·k Botanical Garden in B ronx 
Park "·as THE dahlia garden of •1- - East 
if not of the nation, are eas ily recalled. 
Those were the days of Derrill Hart and 
of Dr. .\Iarshall Howe \vho conceived and 
di rected the display. :\t that time we had 
one official Trial Garden a t the Un iversi ty 
of Connecticut and an un-official Trial 
Garden of the Dahlia Societi- of .New 
Jersey at Rutgers Univers ity, :-\ ew Bruns
wick, N.J. It was to the Botanical Garden 
and to D.-. Howe that the introducers and 
or iginator s solicited the im·itat ion to send 
their new \·ari eties, and to this garden ou r 
Trial Garden judges headed by Den-ill 
Hart travelled to secure their information 
relati,-c to exhibition qualities of these 
introductions for comparison \vith Trial 
Garden grnwing conditions and results. 

Following Dr. Howe's death some years 
ago, the dahlia border at the Botanic2 l 
Garden had not entered prominently in 

~. their plans. However thi s yea r, and largely 
W'; through ou r cordial r elatio·1s with .\Irs. 

Hansell. Ed itor cf the Garden Journal, 
a planting of modern dahl ias . most of them 
purchased by the garden. has been in
cluded in the modernization program of 
their flower borders . .\frs. Hansell and 
the staff of the Botan ical Garden extend 
a cordial invitation to Yisit this dah lia 
planting. and at the same ti me to view 
the many new beds of annuals, per.-enia ls, 
iris. hermerocallis, glad iolus, and thou
sands of chrvsanthemums. 

\\"hile attending our -13rd annual ex
hibition at the Newark _.\ irport, on 
September l-lth and 15th, and at any time. 
it will be well worth while for a ll Olli" 

members and friends to ,·isit these gardens 
in Bronx Park. \\'ith a suflic ient amount 
of interest being di splayed in the dahlia 
border, it may aga in become a tribute to 
it's OI· iginator the late D1· . .\f arshall Howe, 
and a valued asset to both the New York 
Botanical Ga rden and to the .-\merican 
Dahlia Society. Eel. B . Lloyd. AD.S. 
Secretary. 

(Editor's .Vote: I t was the pri,·ilege of 
vour editor to ass ist the aboYe Dahlia 
Border bv th ; contribi.:ti 011 of se,·eral 
hundred ·roots. H e hopes that other e members of the :\. D. S. will make 
simila r contributions next season and 
assist the project in any other way 
poss ible in 195,. This dah lia border will 
be seen by many thousands of home 
'!;a rdcners.) 

Dahlias Are Not 
Only Our Business 

but also a hobby that brings p leas
ure into everyday living. 

Moy we invite yo u to shore in this 
pleasure by visi t ing our gardens dur
ing the blooming season from Sep
tember 1st through until frost . 

Catalog Fre e On Request 

PARRELLA DAHLIA GARDEN S 
3380 El y Ave., New York 69, N. Y. 

NEW DAHLIAS 
for 1958 

(See them a t the Show s) 

V ery Interesti ng 
Most Promising 

Potential Champions 

STANLEY JOHNSON 
PENNYPACK GARDENS 

Cheltenham, Pa . 

To OUR DAHLIA 
FRIENDS 

\\'e like to think we ha,·e made 
many lasting fr iendships in the 
26 years we have been serving 
you with ~cw Dahlia In troduc
tions. 

If you have purchased some of 
ou1· many outstanding p1·ize win
ning rnriet ies in this quarter of a 
centun-. v10u know we do our best 
to satfsf)• you completely. 

TT'c llm·c Some Pro111isi11g 
Xe<'' Ones for 1958 

IT'c invite 3•01i to ioisit our 
garden in September 

RUSCHMOHR 
DAHLIA GARDENS 

19 

3 8 Vincent St., R ock vilJe Centre, N. Y. 
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Nationwide Dahlia Society News 
See Below for Society 

News Closing Dates 
Secretaries of Branch and Affili

ate Societies are requested to mail 
their reports for publication in the 
Bulletin on the 10th of the month 
preceding publication. These clos
ing dates are: 

J a1111ary 10 for February issue 
. .J.pril 10 for May issue 
July 10 for August issue 
October 10 for November issue 
If copy does not reach the editor 

by these dates it is quite likely to 
be left until the following issue, 
and when that happens its news 
value is greatly lessened, if not 
ent irely lost. 

PLEASE KEEP REPORTS BRIEF 

Long Island Dahlia Society 
K othing seems to dampen the zeal of 

dah lia enthusiasts as e,·iclenced in the trial 
grounds at Farmingdale. X. Y. This yea1· 
the hopefuls have entrusted fifty-four 
seedlings to the care of Professor Ch ris
tian Rissmeyer and the j uclgement of 
Chairman l-Iartin Guttier and his com
mittee of judges . Reams can be 11-ritten 
about the beautiful dahlia garden at 
Farmingdale last yea r. It will long remain 
in the minds of those fortunate enough to 
have seen the spectacle at it's bes t. ).[uch 
credi t is due to all who had a part in the 
program for they played their pa1·ts so 
well. :\s of June the 29th, \\·e can only 
predict an equally fine display fo 1· this 
season as Prof. Rissme,·er has the seed
lings off to a grand start. 

The Long· Island Dahlia Societv's field 
day has b.een designated by Ci1airman 
).fartin Guttier as Sunda\", September ]st. 
The location naturalh· will be at The 
Trial Grounds in Farn{ingdalc. X. Y. The 
self,;ame :;ecludecl bo"'e7· \Yill be made 
ready fo r sen·ing refreshments. Fest ivities 
are sched ul ed to get under way at 2 :00 
P.;\I. Over three hundred persons at
tended last year and expectations are for 
a larger· group this year. Th e invitation 
is open to a ll and sundry. so do plan to 
spend this date \\·ith us. 

Com111ents ar~ in order regarding the 
recent!,· erected sign at The Tr:a l Grounds 

as it is a real professional job. To the 
party or partie · 1·esponsiblc a round of 
applause for a welcome addition to a good 
cause. 

There has been a notable change in 
plans for The Long Island Dahlia So
ciety 's thirteenth annual dahlia show as 
pre\·iously reported. The elate wi ll remain 
the same. Saturday, Septembe r 21st. The 
new location is the Roosevelt Shopping 
Cente r. Garden City, N. Y. This is the 
site from which Colonel Charles Lind
bergh fle\\' to fame and renown. when it 
was an a\·iation field. The most direct 
route is east on Northern State Parkway 
to llfeadowbrook Causeway and turn south 
or to the right. Then proceed directly to 
entrance ( ;\1- 2) also on the right, which 
leads to T he Roosevelt Shopping Center. 
Once in side the Cente1-, a ll traflic must 
mo,·e in one direct ion, the same applies 
when lea,·ing the parking fields. ).fake 
special note as to just where you park. jot 
clown the section letter and row number. 
l\Ieancler to the rea r of the R. H. ).[acy 
Building, disce rnible from all parking 
fields . until you a rrive at the Flight ).Ia\l. 
H ere escalators and stai rwa\·s lead to the 
Lower Concourse. The Long .Island Dahlia 
Society ShO\\' will be staged in what is 
known as The Flight Room. a -1500 squa re 
foot air-conditioned hall. For the benefit 
o[ exhibitors. Seek the truck entrance or 
ra 111 p leading under ground. This ramp 
is to be found on th e east side of the 
Center. near entrance ( ).I- 2 and must be 
used for all packages and clelivet"ies. Once 
underground. make the circuit to station 
36, turn left and stop at the first ex it sio·n 
on the left. K ow check your bloo111s with 
attendants of LIDS anci then proceed to 
park your ca r in the regular parking 
fi elds abo\·e ground. Once this chore is 
clone, claim your blooms and you will be 
directed to the makeup ur stagi;1g area and 
exhibit hal I. ShO\\' Chair111an Robert Pape 
desires all ex hibits be in place by 11 :. \ .).L 
as judging is slated to start at this hour. 
The doors will be open to the public 
about 12: noon. P1·es iclent J a111e. Lawl ess 
is Yery confident LIDS is going to ha \·e a 
splendid show this year and extends a ;& 
heat"ty \\·elcome to all who han' an·· 
interest in the dahlia. C. D. F rancis. 
Sec'y .. SI Willis ,.\,·e .. Syosset. N . Y. 



The Bergen County Dahlia Society 
Frank Kmzenknabe, Publicih· Chair

man of The Bergen County Dahlia So
ciety is convalescing from a recent illness. 
I ha\·e been asked by ::-.Ir. Joseph Gambi 
to assist ).fr. Ktirzenknabe with Publicit\·. 

For the past few years the Bergen 
County· Dahlia Society has held June, July 
and .\ugust meetings outdoors. ).fr. and 
).frs. Harry D reyer of Ridge\\'ood, N .J. 
were the host and hostess for the June 
meeting l1 eld in their garden. It \\'as one 
of the most successful. .-\ttendance was 
good, sixty five members and friends were 
present. Andrew \Iulcahy and Dewey 
).[ ohr, OAice1·s of The American Dahlia 
Society \\'ere guests of the Society. 

The program was planting of Dahlias, 
demonstrated by J oseph Garn bi. Preside:it 
of The Bergen County Dahl ia Society. 
. fter the demonstration the members and 
iriends enjoyed a wonderful dinner sen ·ed 
by our hostess Carolyn Dreyer. Such 
wonderful H ospi tality. It wi ll be re
membe1·ed for a long time. 

Plans fo r the tenth .\nnual Flower 
Show to be held Saturday and Sunday 
Sept. 21-22 at the Liberty School, Palisade e :\ve. and Tenafly Road, Englewood. N.J. 
\\'ere discussed. Harry Dreyer. Show 
Chairman. passed out show Schedules. He 
announced that we ha ,.e 178 specimen 
classes in our schedul e and many spec ial 
classes . The no,·ice classes have been 
broadened and \\'ith the new member hip 
,,·ill encourage keen competition in this 
group. There are two club seedlings 
projects fo r memhers only. The .\meri can 
Home Achievement ).fedal is being offered 
and the .\merican Dahlia Society ·seedling 
S\\'eepstake Classes are being featured at 
our show. 

The Arrangement section of the sl1 ow is 
intended to bring out the suitability of 
Dahlias fo1· home decoration. This group 
includes I 0 classes. the theme "Our Tenth 
.\nniversary" . The trophy and a11·ards 
committees announced that 21 trophies 
will be a11·arded as well as many other 
prizes. 

Dewev ).[ohr and ).fr. \fulcalw re
minded ·those present to participate in the 
.·\.D.S. Show to be held at the ~ewark 
.\irnort Sept. 1-i & 15th. 

The next outdoo1· meeting was 11eld 
Saturday Tulv 20tl1 at the home of ).fr. 
& \f1·s .· Diederich Meyer. 165 Harcoud 
.·\ 1·e .. Bergenfi eld. N.J. at 4 P.1L Program 
\\·as a demonstration of pinching out and 

A di;;brancl1in1< of Dahlias. .\ugust meeting 
w will be held at the Gamston Gardens. 593 

Piermont Ave .. Rivervale. N.J. Saturday 
August 24th. Subject wi ll be timing of 
buds fo1· the show. The Bergen County 
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Dahlia Society im·ites anyone interested 
in dahlias to attend the show Sept. 21 & 
22nd. Caroline P. ).feyers, 165 Harcourt 
.\\-e., Bergenfield, N.J. 

• 
First Society in Mississippi 

Yazoo Dahlia Society 
On :\pril 7, 1957, the Yazoo Dahlia So

ciety was organi zed, as the first society 
in the State of ).[ississ ippi. The office1·s 
heading up the new Society are : B. S. 
Pruitt. President; ~Irs .. \. ).[. \ ' andevere, 
Jr.. Treasurer; and ).[rs. ).[a1·y J ones, 
Corresponding Sec1·etary. Twenty one 
members were enrol led and plans a re being 
made to !1a\·e a fall show, elate to be an
nounced. 

Yazoo City is a thriving littl e city of 
12.000 nestling at the South gateway to 
the g reat ).fi ss iss ippi Delta on the banks 
of the Yazoo River, only 40 mil es north 
of the State Capitol. Jackson, ?.Iississippi. 

\\'e haYe a ven· hot and humid climate 
and the groll' ing season is long-. \Ve 
enj oy our blooming season from the 
middl e of ).fa1· until frost, \\'hich is late 
Octobe1- or )Jovembe1·. You can imagine 
how a grower from Illinois enj oys such 
1 ong g i·o\Yi ng seasons. 

I am an accountant with an oil company 
a ncl was trans fened from Illinois to 
\ l iss iss inpi two years ago. I found no 
Dahli a Societies in the State. so I have 
been workinrr to get a state organization 
set up, which has recei,·ed some very 
fa rnrable support. 

\\' e hope to affi li ate with other soc ieti es 
of our region and am asking the support 
of our Dahlia neighbors in our new acl-
1·enture. \\'e would like to exp1·ess our 
anp reciation to ).frs. Louise Klein.iohn of 
the Kentuckv Societv and Dr. H. C. Rike 
of the .:\ labama Societ\· for thei1· support 
and information furni shed in our organi
zational fram ework. B. S. Pruitt. 383 
::-Jorth St., Yazoo. \[i ss issippi. 

IT'S so EASY 
to import Bruidegom 
Novelties and \\'orld 
Famous Dahlias from 

HOLLAND 
Please Write for Catalog 

FA. D. BRIDDEGOM 
Baarn, Holland 
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Nationwide Dahlia Society News 
Dahlia Society of California, Inc. 
The ::-lay issue of the Bulletin of the 

American Dahlia Society just recei,·ed, 
and we. all of us. out here who are mem
bers of the San Leandro Dahlia ociety 
thoroughly enjoyed and appreciated rnur 
articles. the one in which our good fr[end, 
Charles Garrity was featured, and also 
the one about two grand people, Hazel and 
Dick Trotter and their e,·er blooming 
dahlias. 

As a member of both the San Leandro 
Dahlia Society and the Dahlia Society of 
California, I feel at liberty to express my
self about both societies. Th following 
few lines are written on behalf of the 
Dahlia Society of California. 

Our show will be held in the Rotunda 
of the San Francisco Hall, but on August 
22nd and 23rd, and not on Septemb.:r 
23rd and 24th, as listed in the 1fa,, •Bulle
tin. I trust this mistake "·ill be corrected 
in your August issue. - YolffS very 
truly, C. .\(. Kurtz, Corresponding Sec-
retary. · 

Editor's Note: Thank you friend Kurtz. 
for those kind word . It is the desire of 
all the members of the A.D.S. to recog-
111ze and reward, in so far as it is in their 
power, all those who ha,·e contributed to 
the cause of the dahlia everywhere. As to 
Charlie ,Garrity, he deserves the thanks 
of every lover of this Aower, east and 
west. \\. e hope that by reporting such 
ewnt as his recei,·ing the A.D.S. medal 
and the e,·erblooming dahlias of the Tr. ~
ters in the Bulletin to bring the A .D.S. 
closer to all the societies on the Pacific 
Coast. 

• Orange County Dahlia Society, Inc. 
It is ,,·ith great regret that I report the 

passing of one of our valued members, 
John C. IIart. of Buena Park. California. 

Up to the time of his passing. ::-Ir. Hart 
\\"aS the horticulturist at the famous 
Knott's Berry Farm of Buena Park. As 
a part of his work, he grew many dahlias 
for display and decoration at the Berry 
Farm. 

During his many years of dahlia culture 
he originated many new dahlias. Hart'; 
Tro11/>odor. Hart's Tf"l1irla1vav and Dell 
Xi/cs. arc some of his best ki1own intro
ductions. T hese fine dahl ias will keep his 
memory ali,·e in the hearts of his manv 
dahlia friends. Lawrence 0 . Archibald, 
Secretary. 

• Alabama Dahlia News 
Buzz, buzz. buzz that busy sio·nal just 
goes right on as Alabama dahlia folks 
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work out details of the show. 
Of course they.re husv '' id1 the dahlias 

and right now they are looking good. 
Gonna take time out soon, July the 27th 

to be exact for our annual society's picnic, 
so we will be busy with chicken salad 
cakes and pies. Tliat ewning we 'will b~ 
busy having a good time. 

The \Yelcome ::-lat has been brought out 
and it's shining with an ext1·a amount of 
friendliness and Southern Hospitality. 
\\"ant to look at it? There, it's right here. 
See, it says: 

WELCO::-IE TO 
The Tenth Annual Southern States 

Dahlia Show. 
October 5th and 6th 

T homas Jefferson Hotel, 
Birmingham, .-\la. 
::-Iaucle Goodwin, Reporter 

2612 Ave. S, Fain·iew, 
Birn1ingham 8, Alabama 

• 
San Leandro Dahlia Society 

Its just six weeks and .+ clays until 
August 2-+th and 25th, our 25th "Sih·er 
Anniversa1·y"' show. Our show this vear 
will be held in Bancroft Jr. high scl~ool, -
Just across the street from our former 
sho"- place. If any of our friends wish to · 
,·isit the show if they happen to be in the 
Bay area during its progress. "·e hope 
the): will attend. As mo t of you in other 
sections of the country know, we in Cali
fornia, have had a most unusual spring and 
summer, the wettest ::-Iay ever: also some 
real hot weather in June and July. As a 
ru le, we have one or two hot cla vs then 
the old fog rolls in. This year ,~e' have 
had one or two foggy clays then several 
hot clays. \Ve are not complaining, as 
the chips are clown and we plan to make 
th1 our best show ever and will p1·0,·e it 
come show clay. 
. \\"e wi ll have our annual picnic at Lake

side Park one week preYious to our show 
elate. This will be .Aug. 18. H ere is 
another invitat ion if you're in the area 
on this date, stop by fo1· a piece o[ chicken 
and a hunk of homemade cake. The1·e "·ill 
be plenty. Then "·e will sho"· vou around 
the Dahlia garden in Lakeside Park. .-\!so 
the seed! ing entries. 

At our last meeting ::-fr. Pete Harter 
Trial ground chairman told us there were 
59 entries the largest number reported in 
any trial garden in the lJ.S .. -\. Reports 
ha,·e it there is some good ones this vear. 
\\" e w_ill all be \\·anting to gro\\" and show :& 
them 111 another year or so. 'W 
. \\" e pl_an to furnish _the most compl ete 

li st of wmners of our show this year. One 
person in each class has been rlesi!:rnatecl 
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tu collect the resi1lts and they will be gone 
u\·er carefully and the results will appear 
in the ,\J ovember issue uf this Bulletin.
Troy Cloinger, -164 Dolores Ave., Oakland 
(2), Calif. 

• Dahlia Society of Kentucky 
The members of the Dahlia Society of 

Kentucky enjoyed a very good evening of 
Fellowship at the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
] . B. Floyd on Saturday eve;iing, May 25. 

Storms have been nothing unusual 
around uur part of the country this spring, 
so. just as we were finishing our Potluck 
supper, we really had a very severe storm . 
. \ll the lights went out and in due time, 
we finished by candle-light. We also had 
a plant and root sale with Mr. C. W. 
Simbritzki as the Auctioneer. Any one 
passing thru Louisville around the 21st of 
September is extended a most cordial 
\\·clcomc to stop by the Kentucky Hotel on 
Fifth and \Valnut Streets and attend our 
25th Annual Dahlia Show. \Ve are always 
glad to see out-of-town folks and it could 
be you. How about it? Louis Klcinjohn, 
Sec., 726 Barrett Ave., Louisville, Ky. 

0 
Another Commercial Man Quits 
It is with sincere regret that we an

nounce that John Hanna, of Clayton, N. 
J. has di continued his commercial dahlia 
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business. He and Mrs. Hanna will dispose 
of their home on Delsea Drive, Clayton, 
and move to Baltimore, Md. in the near 
future. Here, they will be near their son 
and his family. 

John Hanna has grown dahlias for the 
past 35 years and for the last 20 odd, has 
been one of the leading retailers and 
wholesalers of dahlia plants in the east. 
The Reasons for quitting, said John, are 
a combination of the economic problems 
of the Commercial Firms today, and the 
ill health of Mrs. Hannah. The dahlia 
stock and greenhouse fixtures and mate
rials were purchased by Dahliaclel. \Ve 
hope that Mrs. Hanna's health will im
prove. 

BALL EGO 
LEIDEN HOLLAND 

Apply for Ballego's 
well-illustrated Catalogue 

(Ask for it by Airmail) 
Ballego 1958 Introductions include the 
topscorers of the Eu ropean showtables, 
and are listed with some 600 other 
fine varieties from all over the world. 

A.D.S. MEMBERSHIP BLANK 
Use This Blank to Renew Your Membership 

Or Help a Friend to Join 

American Dahlia Society, Inc. 
Henry A. Olsen, Treasurer, 
45 Clement Ave., Elmont. N. Y. 
Please (Renew) (Enter) my membership in the American 
Dahlia Society. Enclosed find (check) (money order) for 
$4.00, of which $3.00 is for the annual subscription to the 
Bulletin of the American Dahlia Society, published quarterly. 

Name 

S tree t No. ---·------·----------·---· _____ . ··---------·-----·-_____ -·--·. --·----------·---·-·----·---

City ---·---·----· ··--·------··---·---·-··-· -----------·------· __ State 

Name and Address of a 
Friend Who Might Join 
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DAHLIA SHOWS ACROSS THE 
FOR 1957 

Date Society Place 

Aug. 3- 4 San Diego Co. Dahlia Soc. Recital Hall, Balboa Park 
Aug. 17- 18 Inglewood Dahlia Soc. Inglewood High School 
r\ug. 22-23 Dahlia Soc. of California Rotunda, City Hall 

Aug. 24-25 Orange Co. Dahlia. Soc. Huntington Beach l\lem. llull 
(Host to P<tcilic Southwest D<thlia Conference) 

Aug. 24- 25 San Leandro Dahlia Soc. Bancroft Junior High 
Aug. ~4 -25 Snohomish Co . Dahlia Soc. Floral Hall, Forest Part~ 
Aug. 23 -24 Kitsap Co. Dahlia Soc. Civic Center 
Aug. 31- Sept. 1 Seattle Dahlia Soc. Queen Anne Field House 
Aug. 31-Sept. 1 :Minnesota Dahlia Soc. :Minnesota State Fair 

Sc t>t. 1- 2 Badge1· State Dahlia Soc. 
:Sept. 7- 8 :Mich. State Dahlia Ass'n 

Sc1>t. 7- 8 Dahlia Society of Wis. 
Sept. 7- 8 Irvington Garden Club 

Con11nunity Center 
Lansi n g Civic Center 
.Mitchell Park Conservatory 
Irvington High School 

NATION 

City 

San Diego 
Inglewood, Cal. 
San Francisco, Cal. 
Huntington B., Cal. 

San Leandro, Cal. 
Everett, Wash. 
Bremerton, \Vash. 
Seatlle, \Vash 
St. Paul, Minn. 

.Madison, "\Vis. 
Lansing, l\lich. 
:Milwaukee, \Vis . 
Irvington, N. J. 

Setlt. 7- 8 Pacific N . \V. Daltlia Conf. Norn1ana J{aJl Tacoma, \\"ash. 
(With Wash ington State DahLia Society as Host.) 

8ept. 7- S Nort h Jersey Dahlia Soc. Preakness Br.-lst Nat'l Bank Paterson, N. J. 
Sept. 8 
Set>t. H-15 
Se11t. 14-15 

South. Tier Dahlia Soc. Marlc Twain Hotel 
Indianapolis Dahlia Soc. B r ookside Cornmunily House 
Centra l States Dahlia Soc. Garfield Park Conservatory 

St•pt. 1-1.-15 .Ame rican Dahlia Society 1 
~. J. Dahlia. Society r Newark AirJ>ort 
ln' ington Garden Club J 

Se1•t. 1-1-15 Portland Dahlia SocieLy Masonic Temple 
Sevt. 1-1-15 Subu r ban Dahlia Sociely Sudbrook 1\1. E . Chu r ch 
Sept. 14-15 
Sept. 16-17 
Se1>t. 18-19 

!::iou theastern .l\lich. D. Soc. Cannon l\Iemorial Gym. 
Dahlia Soc. of Ohio Hi g bee A_uditorium 
Hagerstown D ah lia Soc. C ity :Market P'lace 

St-t)t. 21-22 Dahlia Soc. of Kentucky K.entucky Hotel 
Sept. 21-22 Bergen Co. Dahlia Soc. Liberty School 

Se1> t. 21-22 
:St'pt. 2 l-22 
Set>t. 21-22 
!Set>t. 21-22 
t-il'1>t. 21-22 
Se1>t. 21-22 
:Se1>t. 2 l-22 
:St~pt. 2-l-25 
Sept. 22 
Se1>t. 22 
SeJ>t. 23 
Sept. 211-29 
St•pt. 28-29 

Sc1>t. 28-29 

ilaltiinore Dahlia Society Sears Community Aullilol"ium 
Lo n g I s land Dahlia Soc. Roosevelt Shopping Cent. 
Greater Phila. Dahlia Soc. \V.C.A.U.-T.V. Center 
East Liverpool Dahlia Soc. Memorial Auditoriu1n 
SouLhtown Dahlia Club Hamilton Parl\. F'ieltl House 
Dahlia Soc. of T enn. Hotel Patten 
l\Iid-America Dahlia Soc. Coun try C lulJ P laza 
Burholme Hort. Soc. Cheltenham Fed. Sav. Banlc 
Rocheste r Dahlia Soc. i\luseun1 of Arts & Sciences 
F r es no Dahlia Society 
Virginia Dahlia Society Miller & Rhoatls Dept. Store 
Ohio Valley Dahlia Ass'n Cincinnati Art Museu1n 
Nat.'! Capi tol Dahlia Soc. U . S. Botanic Gardens 

Greater St. Louls D. Soe. lt1issouri Botanical Gardens 
(Host to llfltl-\\'est llahl h t Conference.) 

Oct. 5- 6 Alabama DahLia Soc. 1.'homus J e fferson Hote l 
(Host. to Southern States Dahlia Conference.) 

Oct. 5- 6 Central Valley D . Soc. Bakersfield Art Gallery 
Oct. 5- 6 G r eater Kan . City D. Soc. Shaunee :Mi ssio n H . School 

Oct. 11-12 Dahlia Soc. of Georgia Southeastern Fair 

B ln1ira, N. Y. 
Indianapolis, Ind. 
Chicago, Ill. 

NewarJ<, N. J . 

Portland, Ore. 
Pike:-;ville, l\ lU. . 
DelroiL, 11lich. 
C levela.ncl , Ohio 
Hagerstown, 111d. 
Louii:;\'ille, Ky. 
Englewood, ~. J. 
Baltimo1·e, 111U. . 

Garden City, L. I. 
Phila<.lelphia, Pa. 
B. Liverpool, Ohio 
Chicago, Ill. 

Chattanooga, Tenn . 
Kani:;as City, :Mo. 
Cheltenham, Pa. 
Rochesler, N. Y. 
li'resno, Cal. 
Richmond, Va. 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
\\'ashington, D. C. 

St. Louis, lllo. 

BirnUngham, Ala. 

Bakersfie l d, Cal. 
K ansas Cily, }.Io. 

Atlanta, Ga. 
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