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A. D. S. Research Program 
for 1956 Launched 

For several years past. the Executive Committee of the American 
Dahlia Society has realized the growing importance of a carefully planned 
research program. 

The increasing incidence of virus diseases; the general lack of kno\\·l
edge of how such diseases affect plant gro\\·th and bloom production; imple 
way to recognize these disease ' ; the importance of roguing· out affected 
plants to prevent spread of the disease to other healthy plants; all the e and 
more pathological problems are becoming of increasing importance to 
Dahlia growers. 

Such studies are essential, but they only cover a part of the picture 
which this society would like to help clear up for the future advancement of 
Dahlia growing. For instance, there are such matter · as pest control, (and 
this is closely related to disease control ) : then there are the subjects of 
fertilization; mulching; general soil preparation; use of trace elements; 
timing blooms for exhibition; mal-formecl blooms; plant stunt; root storage 
and many other subjects for examination. 

If this research program is to proceed in an orderly manner and make 
reasonable progress. there are many steps to be taken. Enlisting the aid of. 
A .D.S. members \1·ho have the time and who are qualified, is the first step. 
The Research Committee therefore, earnestly solicits the aid of all such 
members. The next tep is to obtain, if possible the aid and counsel of 
experts whose training has been along the line of the studies to be under
taken. 

Probably the simplest way to our goals would be to raise sufficient funds 
to underwrite the services of those institutions dedicated to horticulture, 
where technicians and students could carefully plan and execute the various 
tests over a considerable period. 

The A.D.S .. unfortunately, does not have such funds available. 
The lack of funds to conduct these experiments, or at least partially 

support them. should not discourage us. It is true that if a certain number 
of members who can afford it, would make contributions toward thi re
search program, our problem would be simplified and results obtained much 
faster. 

But the Research Committee is going ahead with its plans and will 
make as many studies as possible without subsidies. At least a start will be 
made, with the hope that, as the project proceeds, offers of personal aid and 
perhaps some contr-ibutions of re earch funds will be forthcoming. 

At the beginning of 1956 President Bruce Preas appointee! a Research 
Committee of the following members: 

Arthur S. 1Iason. Chairman, 3935 Sixth St .. Arlington, Va.; Bert Pitt. 
9730-123rcl St., Richmond Hill, L.I., N.Y.; Leo Pollak, Delmonico Hotel, 
Park Ave. at 58th St., N.Y.; Dr. C. E. \Vilclon, 823 Huntington Dr., East A 
Lansing, Mich.; Lynn B. Dudley, 25 Irving Place, New Rochelle, N.Y. W 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON 
NEW RESEARCH PROGRAM 

By ARTHUR W. MASON, Chairman 
(Continued from Page 2) 

\Ve have visited personally several of 
the Experimental Stations in the vicinity 
of Washington and have found many ex
perts in the various categories of plant 
research in which we are interested, who 
are sympathetic to our dahlia problems. 

The Ornimental Plant Section of the 
Horticultural Research Branch at Belts
ville, Md., has furnished us with informa
tion and Bulletins which have been of 
great help in starting this prog1·am. It is 
expecLed, as the program progresses we 
will get additional aid from them. 

The three divisions of the program 
will be: 

1. Pathology. 
2. Entomology. 
3. ..\gronomy. 
As to No l, Patholo~y. we cxnect to 

start with the study and report published 
in the July, 1933 issue of this Bulletin. 
This was entitled "Dahlia Mosaic and its 
Relation to Stunt," by Dr. Philip Brierly, 
who, at that time was Assistant Patholo
gist, Division of Crops and Diseases, Bur
eau of Plant Industry, U. S. Department 
of Agriculture. H is experiments were con
ducted at the Boyce Thompson Institute 
of Plant Research at Irvington on the 
Hudson, N. Y. The A.D.S. was indebted 
to this famous institution as well as Dr. 
Brierly for permission to print the article. 

His research determined that Mosaic 
virus in Dahlias was transmitted from 
one plant to anothe1· bv the medium of 
Peach Tree Aphis. He concluded, as 
have other researchers, that there is no 
method known which will cure a plant 
once it is affected "·ith Dahl ia Mosaic. 

He also found that Dahlia Mosaic is 
not synonymous with stunt. He said, re
garding this point, .. It is generally known 
that all stunt is not due to mosaic, but 
the fact that mosaic does not involve stunt
ing in all varieties is a new point of con
siderable importance. In other words, the 
same mosaic cliseas involves severe stunt
ing in some varieties and essentially no 
stunting in others." · 

Dr. Brierly described and Boyce
Thompson technicians photographed Dah
lia ~fosaic in the leaves and plants and 
the cuts depicting same were published 
in this 1933 report in this Bulletin. These 
reproductions of actual mosaic ravages 
were excellent helps to aid growers to 

Bulletin of the American Dahlia Societ 

recognize the disease. Because this re
port, published 23 years ago, was the first 
and probably the most comprehensive 
study of this disease in Dahlias, we rec
ommend that it be republished in an early 
issue of this Bulletin. 

\Ve feel certain that we can count on 
hdp and guidance, perhaps even some 
specific testing from Dr. C. E. Wildon, 
our committee member. The report of his 
group at Mich. State University, on Stunt, 
Diseases, In ect Control, Nemetocles. and 
Control of Virus Carrying Insects, in the 
).fay, 1955 A.D.S. Bulletin was very help
ful to dahlia growers. 

On No. 2, Entomology, we definitely 
have considerable 1·esearch data available 
and will utilize this and make a report 
with the help and advice of experts in this 
field. 

Our Research Program on No. 3, the 
Agronomy side will tentatively be on the 
following topics: (1) Fertilization; (2) 
Y[oisture Requirements; (3) Soil Prep
aration; ( 4) Mulching, (including under 
urface mulch); (5) Cause of Mal

formed Blooms; (6) Trace Element Im-
portance. • 

'vVe hope other equally important ob 
jectives will be outlined and undertaken 
later. \Ve should point out that even on 
the phases outlined we must, of necessity, 
go slow and take up each step eparately. 
:\ll of our work will be on a voluntary 
basis. 

\~' e expect to obtain considerable help 
and advance planning- from the people 
at the United States Department of Agri
culture, Agricultural Research Service, 
Horticultural Crop Research Branch, 
Ornamental Plant Section, Beltsville, Mel. 
They have promised to at least guide us 
and to review our findings. 

And, as said preYiously, we solicit the 
help and advice of every membe1· of this 
Society and the assistance of technicians 
and researchers at all State Agriculture 
Experiment Stations who either have in 
the past done or can in the future take 
on some phases of this project. :.\t present 
we are unable to pay for actual research 
experiments, but we will cooperate by 
supplying dahlia roots, plants and other 
material as required to make va1·iou tests. 

As Chairman of the Committee, I per
sonally pledge my best efforts to the 
project and am sure that every member e 
of the committee will do likewise. The 
results of all tests and experiments will 
a.opear in the pa~es of future issues of 
this Bulletin. - Arthu1· S. Mason. 
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Dahlias and Bulls Rampant 
in Mexico City, Say the John Metzgers 

5 

Becau e the Dahlia is a native of Mexico. we expected to find only the 
simple, single-petaled wild Dahlias down here. \Ale had planned to bring 
you some of the wild roots, because we know that you, our editor, are work
ing on a pictorial history of the various original species from whence came 
all of the wonderful dahlias, as we know them today. 

But even if we had found some of these botanical Dahlias, which we 
did not, we were informed that the border inspectors would not have per
mitted us to bring them in. We are sorry to disappoint you. 

This is truly however, a land of flowers. \Ale can't begin to name all 
that we saw. It would take too much time and there are many varieties of 
"·hich we did know the names. They have all of ours and a lot more. Vle 
will mention but three of those which we did know,-Dahlias-Roses
Gladiolus. These were growing in great profusion everywhere. 

The three main thorofares, Reforma, Insurgentes and 7th of September· 
are park-like highways with wide expanse of land separating· the traffic 
lanes. These middle sections are planted with thousands of flowers, with 
the three mentioned above predominating. 

It seems as if there were Dahlias growing everywhere. In every yard I there were many large types as well as medium sized ones. Also there were 
many singles, duplex and small formals and pom pons. Few. if any, are 
disbudded or debranched, but what a gorgeous picture they make, grown as 
they are in such profusion everywhere you turn. \Ale noticed no stunted or 
di eased plants. Likewise there were no recent introductions like we see 
in all our gardens and shows in the States, but there are plenty of standard, 
older sorts. 

Dahlias can be found in Mexico City in pots, blooming on the window 
sills and on the front steps, also in window boxes as well as in the front and 
back yards. They are for sale by vendors, both men and women, also chil
dren. There are many stalls offering them for sale at a few pesos per bunch. 
Rarely are Dahlias absent from the church altars. Perhaps more of us 
should take a lesson from that splendid practice south of the border. 

In all our travels in many states in our country. we have never seen 
flowers, and particularly Dahlias, grown and used so exten ively. It would 
almost seem that the people of our neighbor to the south make flowers a 
real part of their lives. They like bright colors of course. but beyond that 
they get an uplift and a peace of mind just from being surrounded by the 
abundance of blooms with which nature provides them. 

In fact, we are almost ready to state that there a re more Dahlias grown 
right in Mexico City than are grown in any one state in the U. S. \Ale 
would even be willing to include New Jersey, New York and California in 
that claim. (Boy! Am I sticking my neck out. observed John). Anyway 
we have honestly never seen the profusion of Dahlias for landscaping, home 

A decoration outside and inside, church altars and for sale everywhere in any 
• place in the Americas than can be found in this capitol of Mexico. 

Of course, we must also admit that the season is much longer here. 
(Continued on Page 6) 
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DAHLIA'S AND BULLS RAMP A.NT 
(Continued from Page 5) 

Then the soil, which is volcanic and contains lots of potash is ideal here in 
the natural habitat of Dahlias. The warm days with lots of sunshine and 
the cool nights are \rhat makes Dahlias flourish. And last but not least, it 
rains some every clay, usually in the afternoon, and if the Metzgers knovY 
anything about Dahlias it is that "they ju t dote on water." Further, the 
roots need never be dug up and replanted unle the grower wishes to do so. 
And privately, we think that there are just as many lazy gardeners clown 
here as there are at home. maybe a few more. They generally treat Dahlia 
roots in l\Iexico gardens just about the way we do Iris and Peonies up north, 
only dig and cut them up when they get too thick. 

\Vish that we could have brought a lot of you Dahlia "fans" along with 
us. Your eyes would have popped out as ours did when we saw how many 
Dahlias are grown here, in so many places and used for so many purposes. 

They also gro,,· Bulls here. Some mighty pert looking ones, too. \Ve 
went to a Bull Fight yesterday. Saw some fancy dressed fellows finish off 
four of the Bulls without too much trouble and as we suspected, without too 
many real chances being taken by the finishers. After the fourth demise, the 
sport. if it was such , \1·as rained out. Gue s it must have been declared "no 
contest," because four innings don't make a game, where we came from. 
anyway. But, unlike our big sports "spectacles," when the event was rained 
out, there were no rain checks distributed, nor did we notice anyone de- · 
rnanding a refund. 

The only real difference between Mexico and the United States, as \Ye 
figure it, is that 11·e gro11· less Dahlias and talk about them more. Also 1ye 
have to combine our Dahlia Shows and our Bull Sessions. \Ve shoot the 
Bull. hut clo11·n here, they ''stick 'em." Our Bull Se sions are long drawn 
out. but here, they drag the Bulls out. Perhaps we could adopt one of their 
practices. We might appoint a l\Iatador, or Master of Bull Sessions, give 
him a sword and let him settle some of the more, shall we say, spirited 
arguments. 

P. S. Any similarity between our letter to Editor Dudley herewith 
and the Bull Fights or Bull Sessions is purely coinciclental.-(J\Iexico City, 
July 9, 1956)-J\fr. and J\Trs. John J\Ietzger. 

New Affiliated Society 
The latest society to affiliate with the 

A.D.S. is the 11en's Garden Club of Ashe
ville, N. C. The officers of th is society 
are: President, C. Vv. Chapman; 1st 
Vice Pres., Ernest L. Symms, 2nd \'ice 
Pres .. Ed. G. Roberts; Secretary, W il
lard M Sessler and Treasurer, Jas. H. 
Laubach. The society will participate in 
the A.D.S. Sweepstake Awards at their 
show to be held Sept. 20. 1956. 

• 
Bulletin Advertise rs are Reliable 

Merchants. They guarantee stock as 

represented, or replacements are nrnde. 

Dahlia Registration 
Lotti, B, F.D., orange, seedling of 

Jfodo11110. Registered June 1, 1956 with 
A.D.S. Nomenclature Committee, as an 
official name, by Mrs. Florence Clapp, 
A lbemarle Co., Campbell, Va. Fee of $1.00 
acknowledged. - Charles Conners, 115 
No. 6th A1·e., Highland Park, N. ]., 
Chairman 

• There was a time when a fool and his 
money 1\·ere soon parted. Now it happen:; 
to everybody, except those who purclnse a 
new dahlias fo r their gardens. \Vatching • 
them come to bloom, and exhibi ti1.1;r 1hem 
in shows is always worth more than the 
cost. 
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My Experience Growing Plants 
In California 

By Dr. Julian R. Brandon, Jr. 
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In California practically all dahlia plantings are with roots. The vast 
majority of the dahlia growers in this section do not have a propagating bed. 
A few have tiny propagating benches in their basements or a miniature glass 
house in a corner of their garden where they take cuttings and make plants 
of some new and expensive variety. 

Most of our amateur growers are reluctant to part with $15.00 per root 
for a new variety. By preference, they would rather wait a year or so and 
get that variety in a "swap" of roots. 

I broached the subject of plants to a number of members of various 
dahlia societies and found that the majority who would not pay $15.00 for 
one root of a ne\Y introduction. would gladly pay $15.00 for plants of 
THREE new introductions. ·with this in mind I decided to explore the 
possibilities of specializing in the sale of plants. 

I felt that if I could be the first in the field in my area to produce plants 
on a fairly large scale, I would "have the jump" on most of our commercial 
growers. 

As edito r of the "\;yest Coast Dahlia." I had received a score of articles 

•
on plant propagation and found that everyone seemed to have vastly diver
gent views on this subject. Yet, despite the wide difference in methods, I 
knew personally that many of them were highly successful. 

Let me say that I personally had very little experience with plant propa
gation. In the 1955 season, my propagation house not having as yet been 
built, I set up a makeshift affair on a service porch at the farm. 

At first I started using No. 2 sand but found that it simply would not 
hold moisture. I was handicapped by the fact that the farm was some 55 

(Continued on Page 8) 

THE EDITOR'S GARDEN ON JUNE 11, 1956 
The "Straw Boss" is young Allen Tubman of New Rochelle; a Freshman at 

Trinity College, Hartford, Conn. 

This was the day 
the straw mulch 
was placed, two 
weeks earlier than 
usual, in case a 
drought d c v e 1 -
o p e d in early 
sun1n1cr, as in the 
past two seasons. 
But luckily, the 
rains c a n1 e and 
growth of plants 
has been steady 
without watering 

A s in c e June 18 . 
• Onl,· one over 90 

degree s p e 11 in 
late June. July 
has been cooler 
than n o r m a I , 
which d a h I i a s 

like. 
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MY EXPERIENCE IN GROWING PLANTS 
(Continued from Page 7 ) 

miles from my office and it \Yas impossible for me to be there except on 
Saturdays. Sundays and \\' ednesday afternoons. 

By adding quite a bit of vermiculite I licked the drying out. My damp
off, ho\\·ever. probably established a record all t ime high. On the whole, I 
spent the 1955 season learning "the hard way." 

),Jy dahlia house was completed in ample time for the 1956 season. It 
\\"as unlike anything I had ever seen and was very definitely an experiment 
on my part. It \\"as not a glass house but had rustic sides and composition 
roofing with 1\0 glass in the roof. A ceiling of sheet rock was installed and 
the walls insulated. The only glass was in three fairly large winclm,·s on 
east, south and north side. 

In place of sunlight I installed fluorescent tubes. infra reel lamp and 
ultra violet lamp. \ \' indows \Yere heavih· coated with whiting- \Yhich was 
then scraped off both ways, diagonally \\·ith a sharply pointed stick. This 
permitted a limited amount of sunlight to hit the part of the bench in which 
cuttings ,,·ere being rooted. 

I had finally decided to string along with the ideas of Stanley J ohnson 
of Cheltenham. Pa., on propagation as he had g iven me much good advice 
in the past and I knew him to be one of the most successful of propagators. 
However, by nature being decidedly unorthodox and given to experiment
ing, 1 deviated from his method in a number of things. 

l\[y farm advisor and the agricultural inspector , as well as our mam· I 
nurserymen in this area. gave me a rather fi shy eyed look when I sterilizecl 
my sprouting and rooting beds \\"ith 20 volume Hydrogen Peroxide. Here. 
most of them use Methyl Bromide or Panogen. I felt if it worked for 
S tanley Johnson. it \\"OU ld work for me. 

For starting the roots sprouting I mixed No . 2 sand. some vermicu li te. 
peat moss. spagm1m moss and some perlite. For rooting, I prepared a mix
ture of No. 2 sand. a very li ttle vermiculite, a little spagnum moss and a 
large amount of ' 'Planters l\1ix." The latter consists of spagnum moss, peat 
moss, coarsely ground shell, organic plant food and a liberal amount of 
coarse charcoal. 

Re ults \Yere phenominal. Damp-off was less than one per cent. At 
first rooting was a bit slow. By increasing bottom heat from 6G or 68 to 
70 to 72 the cuttings rapidly took root and the first of my cold frames began 
to be filled with husky, healthy plants. 

About the middle of April all my plans fell in a heap. The man "·ho 
had taken my order for plant shipping containers, after considerable "stall
ing," told me he could not make delivery. And at the same time I was taken 
seriously ill. Fortunately I had shipped over 90 per cent of my orders before 
this occurred and my wife was able to ship the balance. 

But he kne\\· nothing about handling cuttings or plants ancl . even if 
we had the containers. she would not have known ho1\· to pack them. As 
a result. we had to. in many cases, ship roots at plant prices; not a profitable 
deal. But it kept our customers happy. 

\\'hen. some few clays ago, I \YaS well enough to go out to the dahlia A 
house. I found a strange sight. Two and a half month of total neglect had • 
resulted in a weird scene. On the starting bench were some plants standing 

(Continued on Page 9) 
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t\1·0 feet high. Others had gro\\·n to as much as three feet in length but 
,yere trailing vines that hung over the bench and trailing almost to the floor. 

Strangely, with all the neglect, in the rooting bed less than 2 per cent of 
the plants had died. I quickly got most of the balance into pots . Their roots 
were so \rel! developed that they needed but a clay or so in the cold frame 
before I could put them directly in the ground, where they took hold im
mediately 11-ith not a s ign of set hack or a drooping leaf. The balance ri.re 
being put rather deeply into the ground in their pots to make pot roots for 
next year. 

This I have learned . In California and for me. I do not think it a 
profitable deal to sell plants of anything but ne\v introductions or varieties 
in their second year. The cost for labor. the time involved and the cost of 
packaging eat up the small margin of profit there is in low priced plants. 

Furtl-:er. fumi~ation of plants shipped to another state. plus the far too 
frequent postal delays. so often results in dead. or almost dead plants. Next 
year I \1·i1! probably limit my plant sales to California, and to high priced 
varieties . except those that 1 \Yholesale to nurseries \1·ithin a 60 mile radius 
where the order is large enough to \Varrant delivery by station wagon. Out
side the state I will sell roots only. 

For those who cannot afford to or ,1-ill not buy the roots of new intro
ductions, I believe the answer lies in pot roots. I do believe that 11·e will sec 
more and more plantings of pot roots and plants on our \\Test Coast. To 
the amateur who plans to propagate I \Yould say "You CAN succeed, hut 
be prepared for disappointments before you learn 1yhat works best for you. 
1:;:xperience costs money and time-but is well worth it." 

Send Catalogues, Please 

to Dr. Charles Connors 

Chairman A.D.S. Nomenclature 

The catalogues for 1956 of all com
mercial growers are requested by Dr. 
Connors. One of the 1·equirements of of
ficial :\.D.S. listing of varieties is that 
the new dahlia must be listed in cata
logues Others are the registration. with 
the fee of $1.00. Dahlis which receive an 
A.D .. Certificate at its Trial Grounds 
are automat icall y eligible fo r registration. 

Thus e1·ery comme rcial dahlia grower 
who issues a list or catalogue is requested 
to send a copy to the address below. By 
so doing he is performing a real service 
in the dahlia world. -Charles H. Con
nors, 115 Nor th 6th :\ ve .. Highland Park, 
Nell' Jersey. 

• 
The Ch<t.ppaqua Dahlia Gardens, oper

ated bv l\f r. Seibrecht for manv years in 
northe;-n \Vestchester County, -N. Y.. is 
being cli1·iclecl up into building lots. 1\ o 
more 1Yill dahli<t.s be grn\\'n the;-,' for 
); c·11· York flower mark.~ts as has been 
dnnc fo!- more than 20 year,- . 

To OUR DAHLIA 
FRIENDS 

\\·e like to think we ha,·e made 
many lasting friendships in the 
26 years whe have been se rving 
you \\'ith l\'ew Dahlia Introduc
tions. 

If you have purchased some of 
our many outstandi ng prize \\"in
ning 1·arieties in this quarter of a 
century, }'CU kno11· we do 01u- best 
to satisfy you completely. 

lf'c Ha«c So/Ile Pronrisi1111 

.V C'it' 011cs for 1957 

II "c im•ilc you lo 1•isit our 
.<1arde11 irr Scptc111/>cr 

RUSCHMOHR 
DAHLIA GARDENS 

38 Vi ncent S t. , Rock ville Centre, N. Y. 
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A.D.S. SEEDLING SWEEPSTAKES FOR 1956 
37 Societies Participating 

This year we have received the largest number of applications ( 37 in 
all) to include A.D.S. Seedling Sweepstakes in the shows of Branch & Affil
iated Societies eyer . The fo\10\ving is the list where exhibitors and origi
nators can compete for the ribbons, certificates and A.D.S. Medals. 

Dahlia Society of Alabama 
Baltimore Dahlia Society 
Central States Dahlia Society 
Central Valley Dahlia Society 
Dahlia Society of Georgia 
Greater Philadelphia Dahlia Society 
Kentucky Dahlia Society 
Kitsap County Dahlia Society 
1fen's Garden Cluh of Ashevi ll e 
Michigan Dah lia Society 
~1id Ameri ca Dah lia Society 
National Capitol Dahlia Society 
Dahlia Society of Ohio 
O range County Dahlia Society 
Southern T ier Dah li a Society 
Dahlia Society of Tennessee 
Vi rgi ni a Dahlia Society 
Dahlia Societv of \Visconsin 
Badger State. Dahlia Society 
Bergen County Dahlia Society 
Burholme Horticultural Society 
East Liverpool Dahlia Society 
Dahlirt. & Plant Specialists of Cleveland 
Irvington Dahlia Club 
Long Island Dahlia Society 
The Dahlia Society of New J ersey 
North Jersey Dahlia Society 
Ohio Valley Dahlia Society 
The Portland Dahlia Society 
Rochester Dahlia Society 
The San Diego Dahlia Society 
San Leandro Dahlia Society 
Snohonish County Rose & Dahlia Society 
Southeastern Michigan Dahlia Society 
Southtown Dahlia Society 
Washington Dahlia Society 
\iVilliamsburg Dahlia Society 

Ribbons, score sheets and instructions 
on the use of the score sheets have all 
been sent to the proper official s and if any 
Society has not received them please con
tact immediately Andrew J. Mulcahy, 
Chairman, 20 ).farshall Ave., Floral P ark. 
L. I. , N. Y. and you can be sure of a 
prompt reply from him. 

v\lhen returning the score sheets to 
him, after your show has been held, please 
lie certain that ca. ii has the 11a111c of th e 
wriety, the 11a111e and address of the oriq
inator, the total Points checked on each 
score sheet a11d the proper averaqe also 
shown of the judges scores. Your cooper
ation wi ll greatly assist the committee in 
their computing the grand prize winners . 

The judges should sign each score 

sheet and the scores sent PROl1tlPTLY 
to the Chairman immediately after the 
show. 

If each Society complies with the afore
said. then a summary of the winners, with 
the correct scores and names of winning 
va rieties and their originators will be pub
lished in the November Bulletin. 

• 
Trial Ground Entries 

Go Up 50 Per Cent 
It is with a great deal of satisfaction 

that the Trial Ground Committee of the 
:\.D.S. announces that the entries of new 
seedling dahlias at four out of the five 
Official A.D.S. Trial Grounds are higher 
than last season. 

In the February issue of the Bulletin it I 
was reported that, by agreement with 
the F lower Grower and its fou r Honor 
Roll Testers, an E ntry Fee of $3.00 per 
var iety would be charged by both Trial 
Gardens and the H. R. Teste1·s in 1956. 
It , ,·as hoped that by the adoption of such 
a plan the number of Entries sent to the 
. .\.D.S. Trial Gardens would increase. 
They had dropped to an all time low in 
1955. 

\ V c are happy that the experiment has 
been a success. In four out of five Trial 
Gardens there has been a substantial in
crease. This adds up to a total of 152 
E ntries fo r 1956 against a total of I 02 
in 1955. This makes it an average in
crease of 50 per cent for all the gardens. 

Here is t he Entry Score: 
!~;1s t cm 'frial Gardens, 

Jcarm ingdale, N. Y. . . .. .. lDil3-2:i JD56-49 
1':1('if\c Coast Trial Garrlens, 

Oakland , Calif. . ....... . .. J 930-32 J 956-45 
8outhcrn Trial Gardens, 

Atlanta , Ga. . . .. . ... . . . . . 10.;;:;- S ] n:rn-22 
Ollio Valley ~ttrial Gardens, 

Cincinnati, Ohio . . ... .. . .. 19ii:j-JQ J9.i6-17 
Jlid-\\"c~t. rrrial Gardens, 

l~ast Lansing, Mich. . . . ... 19"3-27 1D56-19 

Totals . . ............ 102 152 

\\" c hope that this trend will continue 
and that more and more Originators and 
Introducers will send their seedlings to e 
the Trial Gardens. It will be a nnounced 
in the F ebruary Bulletin whether the 
same Entn• Fee will be continued for 
l 95i. - Bert Pitt, Chairman. 
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Associate Editors 
of the A.D.S. Bulletin 

The following editors are doing a fine 
job of writing the kind of articles we 
belie\'e our readers appreciate. If you 
have any suggestions as to future articles, 
write the editor and, or any of his asso
ciates listed below: 

j. Louis Roberts, 
121-+7 Harvard Ave., 

Chicago 28, Illinois 
Dr. \Vard Cook, 

c/o Little Falls Hospital, 
Little Falls, New York 

Col. Richard T. Eddy, 
Box 638, Encinitas, California 

Dr. Frederick J. Knocke, 
P. 0. Box 13, 

Readington, New Jersey 
Henry C. Parker, 

6142-30th St., N.\V., 
\Vashingron, D. C. 

John Metzger, 
126 Allen St., 

Irvington, New Jersey 
Leo L. Pollak, 

Hotel Delmonico, Room 3117, 
Park Ave. and 58th St., 

New York. New York 
Mrs. Loise Kleinjohn, 

726 Barret Ave., 
Louisville, Kentucky 

Conrad E. Faust, 
3532 Piedmont Rel., 

Atlanta, Georgia 
Dr. C. H. Rike, 

1146-4lst St., Balview Heights, 
Birmingham 8, Alabama 

Dr. C. E. Wildon, 
823 Huntington Rel., 

East Lansing, Michigan 
Professor C. Merrill Bro\\"n, 

102 Oakgro\'e Dr., 
\~'illiamsville, New York 

Noel 0. Scott, 
1-+36 Stanley, 
Glendale 6, California 

Ralph and Ruth Berry ().fr. & ).frs.) 
2835 Wagar Rd .. 

Cleveland 16, Ohio 
C. R. Kallquist. 

3607 Monte Vista Dr., 
Chattanooga, Tenn . 

• 
The A.D.S. New York Show 

for 1956 will be staged at the 
Collonades Ball Room, Essex 
House, Tuesday and Wednesday, 
September 18 and 19. 
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IN MEMORIAM 
\\"hereas, it has pleased Almighty God 

to call B. E. (Billy) Phillips to bis final 
resting place, and 

\\"hereas. Billy Phillips was a charter 
member and past p1·esiclcnt of the Georgia 
Dahlia Society, and 

\\'hereas. J3 illy Phillips has been an 
active and much respected member of the 
Society for many years. A lover of the 
flower "The Dahlia" to which he gave 
his interest towards its betterment, ad
vancement and future development. 

Therefore, be it resolved that the 
Georgia Dahlia Society does hereby ex
press its deepest regret at the pas ing 
of B. E. Phillips on ~!arch 28, 1956; 
extends its incere sympathy to the mem
bers of his family and to bis numerous 
friends; and hereby orders that this re o
lution be permanently incorporated in the 
minutes of the proceedings of tile Georgia 
Dahlia Society, and that public express ion 
be given hereto. 

Signed by the following officials of the 
Dahlia Society of Georgia, Atlanta, June 
27, 1956: 

Dr. A. L. Stephens Jr., President; 
David Sullivan, 1st Vice President; 
Charles King, 2nd Vice President: ).frs. 
Ralph Huie, Secretary; l\[rs. A. C. Cara
way, Trea urer. 

(Mr. Phillip's has also been an .. D.S. 
Vice President for seve1·al years. He had 
many friends in this Society). 

The color plates used on the ~fay, 1955 
Buu.ETIN of Johnson's Neel Seymour, 
were loaned to the National Capitol Dah
lia Society by the A.D.S. for use on the 
cover of their 20th Annual Show Sched
ule. It made a very beautiful cover. 

ROBLYNN 

DAHLIA GARDENS 

extends 
Inritn1ion to all during Rloom in~ Season. l'11n11• 
src your fllrnritcs in bloom, .~ug. ~0th tliru 
frost. Tn the llome of Cl1:1mpion )!inia tm11..;, 

Pompon, Collarctts, Gi:ints Too! 

Domestic * * * Forci11:n 

\Voodcliff Ave., Woodcliff Lake, N. J. 
Walter R. Bardell 
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The AMERICAN 
DAHLIA SOCIETY, Inc. 

ORGANIZED ll!AY 10, 1910 

"The Society is formed for the purpose 
of stimulating interest in and promoting 
the culture and development of the 
Dahlia; Lo e&tabl ish a standard nomencla
ture; 10 test out new varieties and give 
them such recognition as they deserve; 
to study the diseases of the Dahlia and 
find remedies for same, and to dissemi
nate information relating to this flower; 
to secure uniformity in awarding prizes 
at flower shows, and Lo give exhibitions 
when deemed advisable." 

DR. B1n;cE PREAS, Preside11t 
387 Merrick Rel., Rockville Centre, N. Y. 

EuwARD B. LLOYD. Sl'Cretnry 
10 Crestmont Road, Montclair, N. J. 

HEXIlY .A. OLSEN, Trrns11rer 
~5 Clement Ave., Elmont, N. Y. 

Lnrn B. DuoLEY, Editor, Bulleti11 
23 Irving Pl., New Rochelle, N. Y. 

Editorial 
Reports from practically eYery section 

of the country say this is the best season 
fur seYeral )'ears for g rowing dahlias. 
Only arnund Atlanta ha,·e \\'e heard ad
,·erse comment and that \\'as because they 
ha,·c had several over 90 degrees spells. 
Here on eastern seaboard, rain was shy 
early in J une, but then came thunder 
sho\\·ers 0·1 successi1·c \\'eeks follo\l'ecl br 
,;(•,·era! rainy clays. Our 0\1'11 garden. a's 
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well as those in this section is really 
jumping. \\'e put out our straw mulch 
two \\'eeks earlier, so that if a drnught 
came, in July as in the past t\\'o seasons, 
\\'e could conserve all the natural mois
ture. \\' e only had to water early in June 
to keep them gro\\'ino· after planting was 
completed on June 8. It really looks like 
a banner year for dahlia blooms . 

• \\' e thank the many friends all o\·er 
the country for their nice comments on 
our California story in ).fay. The "East"' 
and ''\\'est" should visit each other often
er. V.'e \\'ill be happy to welcome our 
\\'estern friends 11·.hen they visit here. A.ncl 
1·eports of vi itors to other points are al
\\'ays welcome in the columns of this 
Bulletin. 

Please plan to exhibit your dahlias in 
your Society shows and in other sho11·s 
which you can reach by car, train or 
plane. The New York Sho11· at the Essex 
House, Sept. 18 and 19, 1936, welcomes 
al I exhibitors, whether members of the 
:\.D.S. or not. Bring your blooms and 
take home some awards. 

• Judge George Currie, of ).[aclison, \\"is- , 
cons in. he.-e in mid-July to attend an 
Appellate Seminar, met many of his dah-
lia friend; in the east at a dinner and get
together at the :-Iilleridge Inn in Hicks-
Yille, L I. The group \\'as headed by 
.\.D.S. President Preas and 11·c under
stand a great time \\'as had by all. The 
editor, to his great 1·egret. could not at-
tend. 

• Sorry to hear that our Nomenclature 
Chairman Charles Conne1·s had another 
heart attack in ).fay and spent four weeks 
in the hospital. .'\fter the -Ith attack writes 
Charles, '"my exertions are chieAy mental." 
Take it easy Charles. 

e 
The :\.D.S. Show schedule to be held 

at the Essex House. ~ Y .. Sept. 18-19. 
\1·as mailed to all active members the 
\\'eek of ] une 15. Copies \\'ere also sent 
to the Secretaries of all Branch and :\ftil
iated Societies. Other copies may be ob
tained by \l'riting ho\\' chairman Court 
Due1·k, 510 :\11derson St .. Bald11·in, N. Y. 

0 

The Post Office Departn•ent has been 
pressing Congres for an increase in Sec
ond Class Postage rates covering the 
mailing of magazines, newspapers and 
the like ) . If this should happen it will e 
make it still more difficult for publica-
tions like this Bulletin to n}('e[ gro\Ying 
expenses out of a portion oi this Societ) 's 
annn~I clues. 
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From the Bulging Mail Bag 

E. E. ::-lontgomery, :\tlanta, says, "It 
was very interesting to read of your trip 
to Frisco and meet with the dahlia people 
out there. Naturally thei-e isn't enough 
contact between the East and \Vest 
groups, clue to distances. I know the folks 
ont there enjoyed your visit. I was in 
Calif. in January and visited with quite 
a few dahlia friends in L. A. also the 
San Leandro Valley bunch and flew on 
clown to San Diego to visit the Comstocks. 
His gardens are 21 miles no1·th. I like t he 
\vay Paul gets special eecl . He has a 
cloth seed house, completely inclosed, 
planted with dahlias he wishes to cross
polinate. He shuts a hive of bees inside 
the cloth house and don't let them out 
till the encl of the season. (I wonder how 
clahl ia honey would taste.) 

• 
From Charles Garrity, San Leandro, 

Calii., I want to tell you how pleased I 
was when I saw my old phiz on the 
Bulletin cover for .'.\lay. And to read about 
my raising dahlias and making so many 
friends among the dahlia people here and 
in San Francisco Society. Thank you so 
much. 

• From Eleanor Bolesworth, Secretary of 
the an Leandro Dahlia Society: \Ve 
wish to thank you for the wonderful 
story you \\Tote in the :\ .D.S. Bulletin 
telling about you r trip to California. It 
was very interesting. And the picture of 
.\ Ir. Garrity on the co,·er is just "darling." 
It looks as if he would walk right out 
of the picture and start on his favorite 
subject, "Just Plain Dahlia Talk." 

• .·\ closer reading o[ the Bulletin im-
presses me with the fact that it i a very 
good dahl ia publication. Lots of "meat" 
in it. Congratulation . - Ralph Berry, 
Hncky River. Ohio . 

• Henry Retyer, \\"est Briclgrn·ater, Pa.: 
I ha ,·e grown dahlias for 60 years. a nd 
I sti ll love them as much as e,·er. They 
arc my first lo,-e in flowe1·s. I enj oy your 
. \.D.S. Bulletin \'ery much. I am 71 years 
old and this year I \\·ill plant ] 8,000 to 
20,000 clahl ias, also 10,000 aste1·s, 1,000 
mums, 1.000 tomato and 5 ac res of 
corn. I wish you continued success with 
your dahlia magazine. 

• From R. E. Harter, \\'alnut Creek, 
Calif. \\'c certainly appreciate a ll the nice 
things you said about us Bay people in 
the ::-Iay Bulletin. \\. e "·ere especially 
pleased to sec our old friend Charlie Gar-
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rity's picture on the cover. He is one 
dahlia man \\·ho has no enemies. He is 
also one of the best known men in the 
'"Bay Area." This in itself is quite an 
accompl i hrnent for one who has worked 
all his life tending people's lawns and 
gardens, at laborer's wages. Besides that 
he ha probably given away half of \\·hat 
he has earned. \Vho among us can match 
that? 

• From C. \\·. Bal lay, Palo Alto, Calif.: 
Am glad you enjoyed your trip to Cal
ifornia. Our California people pride them
selves on their hospitality and try to 
make their visito1·s 1\·elcome. I th ink your 
contact \\·ith the Dahlia Societv of Cal
ifornia also had a o·oocl influence. I have 
always thought that the California S ciety 
should be afliliated with the :\.D.S. Some
how this mo,-e has ne,·er materialized. 

9 
From Hugh F. Lewis, Chicago, Ill.: 
want to say to you what I ·ay to my

self and others, "The :\D.S. Bulletin 
seems to get better and better with each 
edition." 

• Gordon \Yasser, :--[arlow, N . H., [or 17 
years the able and affable editor of this 
Bulletin: Here in New Hampshire cer
tain flowers may be grown almost to 
perfection - others not at all. I grew 
huge Dahlias two years in succession, but 
of course just got one crown bloom to 
a plant before the early i rost got them. 
I had the largest Jane Lausche I ha ,.e 
een since ] ohn :\lien's great th1·ee blooms 

sho\\·n at the New York how a year 
or two afte r its introduction. ?-.fine "·as a 
full I 5 inches across with a depth which 
I could hardly believe, as I sa w it. Folks 
he1·eabout had ne,·er seen such a flower. 
\\.ill be glad to hear from those \\·ho 
question the size of this Lausche. 

(Continued on Page 14) 

• • 
WHEN DAHLIAS 

BLOOM AGAIN 
Xow tilH l a n other bloom inµ; season 
jg with u~. don't lTl iss pa~·ing a 
Yi Sit lo our g»t rden and :;ee till' 
best in dome Lie a nd foreign Yari-
eties. There i;-.; no ~ubst i tute for 
~eeing- lhem a.!' the:1· g.Tow naturally 
in lhC' garden . 

PARRELLA DAHLIA 
GARDENS 

3380 El~· A vc., New York 69, N. Y. 

• • 



From the BuJging Mailbag 

(Continued from Page 13) 

John ::-Ietzger, Irvington, N. J.: As 
the world' worst letter writer, I never 
did say how nice the Bulletin has been 
under your guidance. So, to keep the 
1·ecord straight, and my opinion before 
you, 1 do sav it now. It's the best. 

• 
DL Julian R. Brandon, Jr., Sebastopol, 

Calif.: (The good doctor became ill, right 
after our visit to Calif. and for two and 
one halt months was unable to work.) 
"In fact I nearly cashed in my checks on 
two successive nights. 1Iy doctor told me 
\\·hat I al ready knew, that trying to run 
a monthly dahlia publication, a commer
cial dahlia nursery and practicing my pro
fession, all \\·ith about 5 hours sleep per 
night, just wouldn't work." 

Strangely my profession was the hard
est of the 3 jobs, so have taken the bull 
by the horn>, and moved our retirement 
up a couple of year , g iven up office and 
Aat in San F., and moved up to the 
ranch in Seba topol. \Ve may have less 
financially. but we will have peace of mind 
and rest among the dahlias. Yours is my 
first letter \\·ritten since all this trans
pired. (See Dr. Brandon's article on dahlia 
plants in this issue. Vv e appreciate his 
keeping his promise to write it, in spite 
of his illness and trouble aftern·ard. -
EditoL) 

• 
::-rrs. Fred \V. Frese, Aliquippa, Pa.: 

\\'e have enjoyed your Bulletin, and it's 
very interesting and informative articles. 

• 
Mrs. Lynn G. Murray, Seattle, \Vash.: 

Thank you for putting out such a nice 
dahlia magazine. Enjoy it a great deal. 

• 
R. E. Trotter, 382 Mac.-\rthur Blvd., 

\\'est, Oakland, Calif.: The story on my 
discovery of a new dahlia manure, in the 
1lay issue is bringing me ve1-y satis
factory returns. Yesterday John R. ::-1c
Evoy, President of the Portland Dahlia 
Society called on me to inquire where 
he could obtain some. Edward A. Papish, 
of Garfield Height , Ohio, just wrote me 
today about it. This may yet revolutionize 
dahlia feeding. 

• 
Sign on the outskirts of a Washington 

State town: "Our speed limit is 25 mi les 
per hour, with a fine of $3 rer mile for 
faster driving. Dahlia growers, pleas~ 
pick out a speed you can afford. 
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Query On Root Storage 

Lakewood, · olorado 
June 7tth, 1956 

l-fr. Lynn B. Dudley, Editor, 

\\'ill you be so kind as to tell me how 
to store dahlia bulbs over winter. I have 
a great deal of luck growing them, but 
I just do not seem to be able to winter 
them . 

I had fine clumps when I dug la t Fall, 
but the tubers shrivelled so and 1 only 
had one bulb alive this Spring. I am defi
nitely doing something wrong but I do 
not know what. 

I packed them in sand, put them in a 
box in the garage with old blankets and 
rugs wrapped around them. They just 
will not live for me over the winter. 

Any help you can give will be appre
ciated.-George M. Foster. P.O. Box 7722, 
Lakewood. Colo. 

(Editor's Note: We hope we can have 
some answers to Mr. Foster's query from 
our members to be published in Nov. 
issue. \Ve have already given him some 
suggestions. Probably you have a better 
method.) 

• 
Query On Propagating 

Storage and Pot Roots 
\\' e in New Jersey would like to hear 

from Dah 1 ia grower across the country 
on their experiences anent the propagat
mg of plants from "strictly field grown 
crop of Dahlias" as opposed to plants from 
stock forced for show the previous eason. 
Our experience and contention is the for
mer is superior. Letters directly to New 
Jersey Dahlia Society or to Mr. Dudley 
\\'ill be much appreciated, on this vital 
ubject. \Ve've tried a new method of 
~rowing our pot-roots in long trenches, 
Ill the open garden-fed twice during the 
season-pinched out buds during crrowing 
season. This week dug up a few a;d found 
most gratifyinO' results, fine plump pot 
roots. Have other dahlia growers tried 
this method. Please let us hear from you? 
An interesting chat with Mrs. Rose Marie 
Comstock of California, at the A.D.S. 
Show Judges Luncheon in New York, 
brought out the interesting fact our meth
od of washing and splitting dahlia clumps 
before storing is advocated by the Com
stock Dahlia Gardens. We in New Jersey 
find "Vermiculite" an excellent storing me
dium. We think the A.D.S. Bulletin i the 
best medium for idea exchange. Best 
wishes to all dahlia growers from the 
Dahlia Society of N. J. President, Marion 
Bardell , Woodcliff Lake, N. J. 

• 
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See Below for Society 
News Closing Dates 

Secretaries of Branch and Affili
ate Societies are requested to mail 
their reports for publication in the 
Bulletin on the 10th of the month 
preceding publication. These clos
ing dates are: 

January 10 for February issue 
April 10 for May issue 
July 10 for August issue 
Octobe1· 10 for November issue 
If copy does not reach the editor 

by these dates it is quite likely to 
be left until the following issue, 
and when that happens its news 
value is greatly lessened, if not 
entirely lost. And please keep it 
brief. 

B alt imo re Dahlia Society 

I The Baltimore Dahlia Society will be 
hosts to the Uid-Atlantic Conference 
which will be held in conjunction with 
our 31st Annual Show, September 15th 
and 16th at the Turner Armory, Hillen 
Road and Argonne Drive, Baltimore, 11d. 
President John Sherwood along with the 
Show 1Ianager. Louis Gill and the various 
other committees are working overtime 
to make this just the finest show to be 
staged in the East. The Show schedules 
call for over 400 competitive classes with 
cash awards along with very fine silver 
trophies. Enthusiasm is running high and 
barring another hurricane we are assured 
of plenty first class blooms as the gar
dens never looked better . Chas. Di ffen
derffer ha completed ar rangements for 
the judges and the Reception and Hospi
tality Committee chairman. ~1rs. E. \~'il
bur Plitt is getting e,·erythi1io- ready to 
greet the many Yisitors expected at the 
show . . -\s a special feaure \\·e are to be 
entertained by an outstanding orchestra 
of 20 pieces under the di rection of Irving 
Tiodenburg and who is also the Chairman 
of Publicity and doing a fi rst rate job. 
President Shen,·ood has been assured the 
cooperation of all the members of the 
(\ l id At lant ic Conference and an invita-

A tion is extended to all to attend our show . 
.. September 15th and 16th. For a show 

schedule wr ite our Secretan·-Herbert 0 . 
Aburn . 610 \\". Pratt St.; Baltimore 1, 
:\f aryla11d. 
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The Dahlia Society o j Georgia 

The Dahlia Society of Georgia will be 
host to the Southern States Dahlia Asso
ciation with a show September 29th and 
30th. 

The show this year will be held in 
conj unction with the Southeastern States 
Fair. Our headquarters will be the Henry 
Grady Hotel in downtown Atlanta. Buses 
will go from the Henry Grady to the 
fairgrounds carrying all visitors and also 
return ing them to the hotel. 

It is our plan to have all visitors reg
ister upon arr ival at the hotel. Those 
arriving Friday evening will be enter 
tained ·at the home of l\1r. and 1Irs. C. 
E. Faust. 

On Saturday evening a banquet \\·ill be 
held at the Henry Grady Hotel with 
entertainment and some good old fash
ioned square dancing. 

Sunday, a tour of the gardens and other 
interesting sights will be included. Atlanta 
is the home of the famous Cyclorama de
picting the Battle of Atlanta. There are 
only th ree cyc\oramas in existence in the 
wor ld. Also there is Stone ?\fountain on 
which the partial figures have been com
pleted and on which ,,·ork will be re
sumed this coming year. \\'c also have 
the home of Joel Chandler Harris, who 
was the father of the uncle Remus stor
ies. This is interesting to see as they 
have preserved it and you can still see 
Brother Rabbit and his farnrite briar 
patch, also Tar Baby. 

Everyone is urged to meet with us this 
year and enjoy some good old fashioned 

outhern Hospital ity. - Charles King, 
Publicity. 

NEW DAHLIAS 
for 1957 

Ver~· Interesting 
Most Promis ing 

Potentia l Champions 

STANLEY JOHNSON 
PE NNNYP ACK GARDENS 

Cheltenham , P a. 
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Nationwide Dahlia Society News 
(Continued from Page 15 

Long Island Dahlia Society 
The dahlia seedlings at the trial grounds 

out at Farmingdale, ~. Y., at this writing 
appear to be in a very healthy state. There 
are forty-nine seedlings vieing for recog
nition at the hands of the experts. The 
pertinent judging undertaking will be in 
the hands of Jl.,fr. Martin Guttier, assisted 
by such capables as Henry Olsen, Geo. 
Yaeger, Emil Berzau and Bert Pitt. Start
ing about the middle of August, each week 
end should find this team in action and 
their efforts will be closely followed by 
dahlia public. ~ot that their decision will 
be final but a great influence, when all 
returns are in, as to just which new dah
lias shall grace your gardens next year. 

\Ve at LIDS can think of no better 
ti me or better excuse for seeing these 
dahlia seedlings than Sunday, September 
2nd. On this date the Long Island Dahlia 
Society will hold its annual field day and 
get-together for members and friends, also 
anyone growing dahlias can feel free to 
visit with us. 'vVe have a cozy little nook, 
somewhat secluded at The Agricultural 
Institute in Farmingdale, tables are ar
ranged to seat a goodly crowd and re
freshments are free, so to one and all plan 
to be with us on this date. 

The main topic at this time naturally 
is the twelfth annual dahlia show spon
sored by The Long Island Dahlia Society 
on Saturday, September 22nd in the 
Plattcluetsche Park Hall at Franklin 
Square, N. Y. Each show is a climax to 
a year of planning and effort on the part 
of many persons working individually and 
collectively to achieve this climax. This 
year promises to be no exception but 
from all accounts don't be surprised if 
this year's show surpas es any of the 
past. The arrangement class will have 
Mi s Inez McGill as chairman and Mrs. 
Mary Guttier assisting. Robert Pape as 
general show chairman has a well rounded 
staff at his command. Bert Pitt has clone 
a great job on the show schedule which 
wi ll be of keen interest to all competitors 
at the show tables. Joe Mugno is the 
ballyhoo boy on publicity. Mrs. Margaret 
Holslag will have charge of the tickets. 
The part that often falls a cropper and 
we mean a well rounded committee of 
judges to handle the judging. was n.o prob
lem this year. Some of the best judges 
in the east have responded to our call. 
To each of these men and women we take 
this opportunity to extend our grateful 
thanks in their unselfish co-operation. -
C. D. F rancis, Sec .. 51 Willis Ave .. Sy
osset. N. Y. 
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Heard Around Southern 
Dahlia Shows 

"I've got better blooms at home than 
these that won-but I didn't bring any." 

"Those judges must read all the entry 
tags-that guy always wins." 

"That best bloom isn't so hot-the one 
last year was much better." 

' 'Come back here with me and show 
me why that gold ribbon winner was 
better than mine." 

"He must have another garden some
where. I never saw blooms like that at 
his place before the show." 

•·r didn't think I'd have a bloom on ac
count of the weather; you say I won 
sweepstakes?" 

"He ought to win; he fertilizes his 
plants enough and shades his blooms too." 

"Oh well, I'll get him next year for 
sure." 

' 'They should win more ribbons, the 
show was held in their town." 

"There's something in Alabama soil 
that makes dahlias grow bigger." 

"He won't tell you all about pruning 
dahlias; he keeps some of the special 
secrets for himself." 

"He ought to win prizes; look at the. 
type of dahlia he grows." 

"I won't have a bloom for the shows: 
the plants just aren't doing right this 
year." 

And the stranger al the show tells 
you: ''Oh. they are pretty alright, but 
my Aunt t-label out in the country used 
to grow clahl ias, and most of the blooms 
measurer! 16 to 18 inches across."-Dr. 
A. L. Stephens, Jr., President Dahlia 
Society of Georgia. 

• 
"Bulletin Editor" Addresses 

New Jersey Dahlia Society 
The Dahlia Society of New Jersey was 

treated to a most interesting trip "TO 
THE COAST" an cl through the 
"HONOR ROLL DAHLIA G,\R
DENS" in New York via the "Talk" and 
"Picture Viewing" of our own Dahlia 
Bulletin Editor. Lynn B. Dudley, who 
took us along the "DAHLIA RO\iV" on 
his recent combined pleasure and "work" 
trip visiting with his family in the San 
Francisco Bay Area. Vie wonder he finds 
time to address dahlia societies what with 
all the time given to the "Editing" of the 
:\.D.S. Bulletin. 

We met many dahlia veterans through & 
this talk and especially enjoyed hearing W 
of the "Father of the San Leandro Dahlia 
Society" 83 Years Young, and Still Going 
Strong-Mr. Charles Garrity. From Lynn 
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B.'s vivid description of this initial visit 
we felt we had known Charle Garrity 
all our lives. 

He gave us an insight into and compari
son of "'vVest Coast via East Coast" prob
lems and solutions of Dahlia growing. He 
told us that future A.D.S. Bulletins wili 
be of an educational nature. All we can 
say in our small way of appreciation 
"More Please!" 

The New Jersey Dahlia Show is sched
uled for September 22nd and 23rd at 
the Commonwealth Club, Valley Road, 
Upper Montclair, N. J. With Co-Chair
man Edward B. Lloyd and Leslie L. Del 
Tufo all arrangements are in tip-top 
shape. Hope all you "Arrangement Fans" 
contact Arrangements Chairman Mrs. 
Walter Bardell by September 15th for 
space reservations. 

Keep the hoe shiny by continuous cul
tivating the dahlais and keep the spraying 
on time-as Red Spider and Leaf Hop
pers never vacation ! 

Best wishes for good growing and 
showi ng across the country. See you all 
at the Shows !-John C. :Metzger, 126 
Allen St., Irvington, N. J. 

• 
San Diego County Dahlia 

Society 
The annual dahlia show of the San 

Diego County Dahlia Society was bigger 
than ever this year, according to G. C. 
Kern, society president. Dates of the show 
were Saturday and Sunday, Aug. 4 and 5. 

One of the biggest shows in the nation 
devoted exclusively to dahlias, the exhi
bition took place in Recital Hall, Balboa 
Park, the first of the year in the nation. 
Later, fl owers of the new-bloom winners 
selected in San Diego will be sent by 
air to the other major shows in all parts 
of the nation in succeeding weeks and 
mo11ths, to compete for best dahlias of 
the year. More complete report of the 
show in November . 

• 
The Bergen County Dahlia 

Society 
The Bergen County Dahlia Society of 

New Jer ey will hold their Ninth .Annual 
Dahlia Show at the Liberty School, Pali
sades Ave. and Tenaflv Road. Englewood, 
N. J .. on Saturday. September 15th and 
Sunday. September 16th. 

\Vould you kindlv have this information 
in the nex"t issue o( the Bulletin . - Harry 
Dreyer, 431 Lincoln :\ \ 'C., Ridgewood, 
~ew Jersey. 

17 

Williamsburg Dahlia Society 
The 12th Annual Dahlia Show will be 

held by the Williamsburg Dahlia Society 
at the Matthew Whaley School in Wil
liamsburg on October 6th and 7th. 

Officers fo r 1956 are-President, Mr. 
0. H. \Vei s, First Vice-President, Lt. 
Col. C. C. Lankford , Second Vice-Presi
dent, Mr. R. V./. Thoma , Secretary, Mr. 
Donald Samson and Treasurer, Miss Bess 
E . Dennis. Show Chairman for this year, 
Mrs. C. C. Lankford. 

Several new Sections have been added 
-Special Awards from Holland Growers 
for arrangements and specimens, also a 
Section for the Oldest and Newest Vari
eties. 

Our Arrangement Theme this year is 
entitled ''Our Peninsula." The Junior Sec
tion shows much activity. We expect to 
enlarge on the Invitation Class to Garden 
Clubs. There will be an Educational J?rG
gram and a special display by local florists. 

[ n spite of very. very dry and hot spells 
running into 98 degrees. we are all work
ing hard to make this the largest show 
yet and look forward with much pleasure 
to seei ng all of our distant friends and 
members with us at Show tirne.-Douglas 
B. Green II. 

• 
Burholme Ho rticultural Society 

The Dahlia Show this year will be held 
on Sept. 5th to 8th at one of Philadelphia's 
leading and largest depa rtment stores, 
namely Snellensburgs, 12th and Market 
Sts., Philadelphia. 

Again will feature the American Home 
and A.D.S. Seedling Sweepstake classes. 
As usual , color, type and basket classes. 

The prize list is fabulous - money, 
awards and trophies. 

Show chedules can be obta ined from 
the Show Sec1·etary - :-Ir. \Villiam Blai1·, 
7323 \\'hitaker Ave., Phila. 11 , Pa. 

IT ' S s o EASY 
to import Bruidegom 
Novelties and ·world 
Famous Dahlias from 

HOLL AN D 
Please TVrite for Catalog 

FA. D. BRUIDEGOM 
B aarn, H olland 
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(Continued from Page 17) 

Michigan Dahlia Association 
Keeping in mind other years when \\'e 

had to do a bit of coaxing to induce 
blooms to reach their peak at show time, 
this year the re is an added challenge. Our 
show. which is being held in conj unction 
with the Flint Yard and Garden Club·s 
Silver :\nniversary Rower show, will be 
unusually early-September !st and 2nd. 
So there must be lots of knowhow, plus 
a spot of luck to produce the blooms at 
that time. 

\Ve are off to a good start with the 
many rain showers in this part of the 
country, and our members report their 
dahlias are looking wonderful, and ahead 
of schedule. 

Plans for the show a re going ahead 
rapidly under the capable hands of Show 
Chairman, D1·. C. E. \Vildon, and his 
Co-Chai rman, Bill Cadwell. 

\\'e expect to have our show schedules 
ready fo r distribution by the end of July. 
\\'e extend a cordial invitation to all 
Rower lovers to visi t the show at the 
J.).1.A. Auditorium, Flint, 11ichigan, Sep
tember I a nd 2. - 1Irs. David 11 illar, 
Secretary, l 58.+8 Pinehurst A. ve., Detroit 
38, ).lichigan. 

• 
The Greater Philadelphia 

Dahlia Society 
The Show again will be held in the 

beautiful and spacious lobby of \"IC...\ L'
Radio and T elev ision Center, City Line 
and ).fonument Aves., Phila. Show elates 
are Sept. 22nd and 23rd. American H ome, 
A.D.S. Seed ling Sweepstakes and classes 
for al I types of the dab! ia. 

Get vour show schedul e bv writino- to 
our Secretary, ).fr. \Valter - trobel, 10 

BALL EGO 
LEIDEN HOLLAND 

Apply for Ballego 's 
Color-Illuslratecl Catalogue 

(iAsk for it by Air Mail) 
Ballego 1957 Introductions a1·e in 
Honor Roll and \Vebbs Review, 
and listed with 450 other fine 
varieties from all over the world. 
DAHLIA'S DAHLIA'S DAHLIA'S 

Bulletin of the American Dahlia Sodety 

tO\\'nship Line, Elkins Park 17, Pa. Prizes, 
money and trophies. 

Plan now to exhibit or se~ this big 
Dahlia Show which gets plenty of TY 
and Radio co1·erage . 

• 
Suburban Dahlia Society 

The Suburban Dahlia Society wishes to 
announce a change in their Show date 
and place. Having pledged our support 
of The ).[id Atlantic Conierence Show, 
we found that 11·e could not gi1·e them 
ou r whole hearted upport because of the 
Show elates overlapping. Our committee 
has secured a Hall which we think, \\'ill 
do om Show full justice. 

Our Show date w ill be Saturday, Sep
tember 8th. and Sunday. September 9th, 
at the Fellowship Hall at the Suclbrook 
:\f. E. Church, Reisterstown Rd., and 
\\'aITen Ave., Pikesville. 1Id., all judges 
please note the change - Conrad N. 
Brieger. 

e 
A Perfect Dahlia Insecticide? 

\\' e quote below from the J anuary 2nd 
issue of "Time" magazine. \\'hat can be 
done fo r cotton, surely can be clone ior I 
dahlias! \Viii this eventually (and soon ) 
be our answer? Ye Editor sincerely hopes 
so. 

!11tcr11al foscclicidc. The U. S. Depart
ment o.f Agriculture announced success 
with a long-held dream of agricultural 
chemists : an in ecticicle that makes the 
whole plant deadly to in sects that try to 
feed on it. The chemical, called Thimet 
for short,* was developed by American 
Cyanamid Co. It is mixed 50-50 with car
bon dust, and 8 lb . of the blend is mixed 
with I 00 lbs. of cottonseed before plant
ing. The cost for an ac re of cotton: $3. 

\\ ' hen the seed sprouts, the young roots 
absorb the Thimet, a nd as the plant grows. 
the poison spreads through it without do
ing any harm. But insects that eat the 
plant or suck its juices die of their 
poisoned meal. 

1Iany cotton pests, including thr ips, 
aphids, spider mites and cutworm s. are 
cont rolled by the internal poison. Boll 
weevils a re killed if they show up during 
the period of the poison's efiectiYeness. 
which is three to se1·en weeks . Big acl-
1·antage of the internal poison is that it 
protects the whole ycung plant, 1yhile 
sprays and dust may leaye some parts 
unprotected. 

• 
Ask a friend to join th e A.D .S . 

Use Membe1·ship Blank 
on Opposite Page. 
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Yisit us at Dahliadel in late September or early October. Our 
fields are so arranged that you can drive thru and see nearly 25 
acres of outstanding dahlias, from the largest exhibition to the 
smallest pom. l\lany are the medium size which produce multi
tudes of blooms wonderful in the garden as well as for cutting. 
A real array of colors and types. 

\\·e are growing many new Australian varieties, and almost 
an acre of Seedlings. 

\Ve still find no better Insect Control than the BHC and 
\ 'apatone listed in our Catalog. A few '56 Catalogs are still avail
able with 8 full pages of Cultural Instructions, and Dahlia Grow
er's Supplies. 

Dahliadel INTRODUCTIONS for 1957 promise to be the 
best ever, and cover many different types. 

Catalog on request, if not already on our list. 

DAHLIA DEL 
Box 14 Warren W. Maytrott Vineland, N. J. 
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A.D.S. MEMBERSHIP BLANK 
Use This Blank to Renew Your Membership 

Or Help a Friend to Join 

American Dahlia Society, Inc. 
Henry A. Olsen, Treasurer, 
45 Clement Ave., Elmont. N. Y. 
Please (Renew) (Enter) my membership in the American 
Dahlia Society. Enclosed :find (check) (money order) for 
$4.00, of which $3.00 is for the annual subscription to the 
Bulletin of the American Dahlia Society, published quarterly. 

Name 

Street No. ------------------------------------------------------------------------ -----------------

City ------------------------------------------------------------ State ------------------------------

Name and Address of a 

Friend Who Might Join 



DAHLIA SHOWS ACROSS THE NATION 
Date 

Aug. 4- 5 

,\ug. 18-19 

Aug. 23-24 

Aug. 25-26 

Se1•t. 1- 2 

Sept. 2- 3 

Sept. 5- 8 

Se1>t. 8- 9 

Society Place City 

San Diego Co. Dahlia Soc. Recital Hall, Balboa Park San Diego, Cal. 

Orange Co. Dahlia Soc. Huntington Beach l\.!em. Hall Huntington B . , Cal. 

Kitsap Co. Dahlia Soc. Civic Center Bremerton, \Vash. 
DahJia Soc. of Cal i fornia Rotunda. City Hall San Francisco, Cal. 

Snohomish Co. R.&D. Soc. Floral Heights, F0rest Park :l\Ionroe, Wash. 

San Leandro, Dahlia Soc. Veteran's ::\lemorial Building San Leandro, Cal. 

Washington St. D. Soc. Norman Hall Tacoma, VVash. 
l\.Iinnesota Dahlia Soc. :Minnesota State Fair St. Paul, ~!inn. 
Michigan Dahlia Ass'n I. ~LA. Hall :B""'lint, l\.Iichiga n 

Badger State D. Ass'n :Madison Community House Flint, :Michigan 

Burholrn e Hort. Society Snellenburg's Store Philadelphia, Pa. 

Porttond Dahlia Society l\lasonic Temple 
Host to Pacific Northwest Dahlia Conference. 

North J e rsey D. Society 
Dahlia Society of Toledo 

Portland, Oregon 

Paterson, N. J. 

Toledo. Ohio 
Dahli a Soc. of 'Visconsin i\1itchell Pk. Community House ~IUwaukee, \Vis. 
Dahlia & Plant Specialists C leveland Garden Center Cleve la n d, Ohio 
Suburban Dahlia Society Sudbrool\: ).1. E. Chu r ch Pikesvill e, 1\.Id. 

Se1Jt. 9 Southern Tier D. Soc. l\:Iarl( Twain Hotel Elmira. N. Y. 

Set>'t. 15-16 Southeast'n :'i.Ii c h . D. Soc. Canno n ~Ien1orial Gy1n 
Bergen Co. Dahlia Soc. Liberty School 
Central States D ah lia Soc. Garfield Park Co nservatory 
East Liverpool D. Soc. Memorial H al l 
Indianapolis Dahlia Soc. Brookside Commu n ity House 
Baltimore Dahlia. Society Turner Arn1ory 

Host to ).Itel-Atlantic Dahlia Con(erence . 
Garden Club of Jersey City :Murdock H'l M edica l Ce n ter 

Detroit, l\.Iich iga n 
Englewood, N . J. 
Chicago, Illinois 
E. Liverpool, Ohio 
Indianapolis, Ind. 
Balthnore, l\[cl. 

Jersey City, N. J. 
Irvington Dahlia Club 
Rochester Dahlia Soc. 

Irvington High School Irvington, N. J. 
Rocheste t· l\Iuseum,Arts & Sci. Rochester, N. Y. 

Sept. 16 Rocheste r Dahlia Society Rochester J\Iuseuin Arts ScienC'e Rochester, N. Y. 

Sept. 17-18 D a hlia Society of Ohio Higbee Auditoriu m Cleveland, O hi o 

Sept. 18-19 Arnerican Dahlia. Society F..ssex House ~e'v York, N. Y. 

Sept.20 Men's Garden Club 

Sept. 22- 23 Tri- State Dahlia Society Scottish Rite Cathedral 
Host to 23rd Annual ~Ii Cl-W~st Dahlia Conference. 

Asheville, N. C. 

l\loline, Illinois 

N. J. Dahlia Soc iety Comrnonwealth Club ~fontclair, N. J . 
Southtown Dahlia Club 
Long Island Dahlia So. 
Greater Phila. Dahlia Soc. 
Central Valley D. Soc. 

Hamilton Park Field House 
Plattdeutsche Park Hall 
\VEAU Radio-Tel. Center 
San .Joaquin rrractor Bldg. 

Sept. 23 -24 Dahlia Soc. of Tennessee East Ridge Town Hall 

Sept. 24-25-26 Virgini a Dahlia Soc. ;lliller & Rhodes Store 

Sept. 26- 27 Hagerstown Dahlia Soc. Community Market 

Sept. 29-30 National Capital D. Soc. U. S. Botanical Gardens 
Dahlia Soc. of Kentucky 1-::entuclty Hotel 

Oct. 6- 7 

Ohio Valley Dahlia Soc. Cincinnati Art 1Iuse mn 
Greater St. Louis D. Soc. ~Iissouri Botanical Gardens 
Dahlia, Soc. of Georgi a. South<"nstern ~ ... air 

Host to Southe rn States Dahlia Confe r e nc e. 
:Mid-America Dahlia Soc. Country Club Plaza Bldg. 

Alaba1na Dahlia Soc. 
Williamsburg D. Soc. 

Thomas J e ff erso n Hote l 
::lfatthew Whaley School 

Chicago, Illinois 
Franklin Sq., N. Y. 
Ph ilade lphia, Pa. 
Bakersfield, Cal. 

Ch attan ooga, Tenn. 

Richmonc.1, Va. 

H ager stown , l\Id. 

\Va::::hington. D. C. 
Lou isvi ll e, Kentucl\:Y 
Ci n cannati, Ohio 
St Louis, !\.lissouri 
Atlnnta, Georgia 

K a nsas City, :\To. 

Birming·ham, Ala. 
Willia1ni:;burg, Va. 

• 
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