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ANDREW J. MULCAHY 
A.D.S. President for 1953 

At the An nua l 1ifeeting of the Ameri an Dahlia Society 
held Saturday, January 17th, 1953, at the tatler Hotel , 
N. Y. ., Andrew J. M ulcahy was unanimously elect cl 
President of your Society. 

"Drew" :Mulcahy was a V ice President for the past 
year and wa ' secreta ry of the Society for the prior four 
yea rs and a member of the Executive Committee for 
many years. He al o erved on the Classifi ation Com­
mittee. 

Through his eff rts, relationships w ith the B ranche 
and Arn liatecl Soci tics has been most cordial. I-:Te made 
it a practice to answer a ll mail wit hin two day - many 
times replies to inquiries were sent by return ma il. 

His interest in Dahlia started about 1937 and in the 
next f w years he became active in the work of the Society 
and never :faltered w hen asked to help regardless of 
whether it was a small or a large undertaking. In his 
friendly acceptance speech at the A nnual Meeting he 
advised that Mr. Gordon Waaser introduced him to 
dahlias and that he bad met him through his business, 
Real E tate. 

Drew speciali zes in realty fina11ci11g. He was born in 
Brooklyn, N. Y. on April 3rd of the last century. He 
graduated from Boys High School and then attended 
N. Y. University. On April , 1927 he married I abet C. 
Lynch of Southampton, L. I. They have one daughter, 
Jane, the apple of her daddy's eye. Jane recently g raclu­
at d from Saint E li zabeth's College. 

It is Drew' aim and ambit ion to increas the act ive and 
sustaining membership of the Society at least 50 per cent 
thi year and to accomplish it, he states that if each mem­
ber obtains just 1 new one, the member hip will be doubled. 
He r eali zes that not all members are in a position to get 
a new member and some take an indifferent attitude. 
\i\Tith a substantial increase in membership the BULLETIN 

income from ads will be much larger because of increased 
circulation. Let us really surprise him and keep the Mem­
bership Committee Chairrnan, Mr. John Metzger, so bu y 
he will need a full time secretary. 

The American Dahlia Society since its formation in 
1916 has been the leading National Dahlia organization. 
Its success is due to the efforts of a few many years ago. 
Drew has stated that it remains for us to carry forward 
and perpetuate the tasks so nobly done in the past. With 
this in mind and believing many hand will lighten a 
burden, President Mulcahy has increased the number of 
members of some committees for the present year. 

Let each and every one of us resolve we are with him 
and will do our utmost to willingly assist in the Society's 
undertakings. 

ANDREW J. M U LCAHY 

Derrill Hart Winner for 1952 
The Derrill W. Hart Memorial Medal, the suprem 

awa rd each year fo r the highest scoring dahlia at three 
or more official trial grounds of the A meri can Dahl.ia 
Society, was awarded to Com tock Dahlia Gardens of 
San Diego, California, for their 1953 introduction, Flor­
c11 cc Chadwicl~. 

This is the first dahlia to r eceive a certificate at all of 
the official trial grounds in any one year, according to all 
the available records. 

Florc11cc Chadwic/? is a white straight cactus with a 
faint trace of lavender at the tips of young blooms, but 
the lavender does not show on mature blooms. Avei-age 
score was 85.3. 

Rov W. WEBB, Chairman, 

Derrill \V. Hart Memorial Medal Committee. 
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Greetings from our Retiring President 

T he A m r ican Dahlia Soc iety is indeed fo rtunate t o 
have a man of th e a bility of A ndrew J. Mulcahy to he 
their P res ident and to lead th em in th eir va ri ou activi­
ti es. M r. M ulcahy (Drew to those who know him ) 
served your society as Secretary fo r a number of years 
and in tha t capacity he did an outstandino· job. He 
cemented th e era of good w ill that now exists with all 
of our hrnnch and a ffili ated societies and we can say, 
without hesitation, tbat eve rywhere that Drew went he 
was rec iv l with open a rms and a kindly feeling that 
bespeaks th e character of th man. 

A g row er in hi own 1-ight he showed no mean ab ility 
on the . how tables, as a judge o r as a manag·er . He ]ias 
the happy faculty of being a ble t o r ememb 1- nam s a nd 
class ifi cat ion, and th er a r few dahlias in today's long 
li st that he ca nn t place in th eir proper l ocati on. 

The t eam f M ulcahy as president and D r. F reel 
K nock as . ec retary is sure to be a winni11g on , and 
we a re a ll looking fo rwa rd with k een anti cipati n to the 
advancement your soc iety w ill _,urely make under t heir 
regim~. 

Looking 1 ack over th e last five years when I was 
priv il eged to serve you as your president I cann ot but 
help feel 1"hankfol over th e prog-ress that has been mad . 
Our shows have be n uni fo rmly succcss [ul, and even 
though the number of visitor fall short o f th o. e of our 
micl-w t compat1-iots, still, wh n one consider. that the 
west ern shovvs charge no aclmis ion fees, whit we in 
Ne\v Yo rk have to, to help defray expenses by making a 
nominal cha1·ge, the compa rison i. not t oo one-s ided. 
The 1ua li ty o[ our exhibits has always been t ops, a nd 
we feel w 1l satis fi ed tha t eve rybody who has a new 
bloom of m 1·it trie_ to g t it into our show where t here 
usua ll y coll ect the out. tancling men a nd wom n in the 
clahli a world. U nder th e guidance of H enry Olsen and 
later und er E mil Berzau, t he taging- has been excel­
lent, and ~ inc we moved our how to the Essex H ouse 
1 he stag ing conditions have been g1-eatly improved. 

During the las t few y a1·s working in clos ha rm ony 
wit.h th e cntra l Sta tes Dahli a Society, the re has annuall y 
been issued th e much nc cled lass i fi cati on List., which 
lias pr ven a n normous h ·lp n t onl y to th · h g inn r 
but a lso to the old tim g rower. It enabl nc t o 
properly identify the blooms about to be entered in 
competition. The lists a rc brought up to ela te every 
yea r, so one can feel sur ' t.hat any entry that foll ows 
the class ifi cati on g iven 111 our li st, will be pro11crl y 
placed. 

The amount of \\'Ork tha t was required t o get out 
th e ori g inal editi on and th e continuing work needed t o 
keep th e Ji t up to elate is normous. \Vith the dozens, 
yes, hundreds of reports corallecl each year from the 
shows th roughout the country the labor entailed in 
analyzing these, sifting them throuo-h, and properly plac­
ing th e new introductions and discarding the passe ones, 
is a task o{ no small proportion. 

\!Ve have indeed been fo rtunate in having a man of 
the calibre of Dr. 1 [cDacl e head this committee, and 
working in ve ry close co-operation with hi s fe llow mem­
bers fro m the A.D .S., a nd the very effi cient and intelli­
gent g roup fro m the C.S.D.S., it is not surprising that so 
few e1-rors occur. \ TV e do not say that it is perfect , but 
w hcll ne consider s the la rge number of dahli as li sted, 
we can be th ankful that the number of co rrecti ons that 
have to be made is so small. T o both the A .D.S. mem­
bers a nd th e C.S.D. S. members of thi s commit tee, we 
can humbl y say, "many t11 anks, keep u p th good work." 

Dm·in g th e last few yea1·s our ever d penda ble E el 
Lloyd has been doing his usual fi ne work in l ee ping 
our T ria l Ground stancla rcl s up to the high lcvati on 
they hav" a tta ined. \ Veather a11cl d imati con litions 
pl ay , uch an important pa rt in the operati on of a trial 
ground, th:it it is not easy to g·ive the entri es sent in fo r 
trial, ;:i n opportuni ty to grow a t their b st, but ncver-
1. hel ss, we know that eve ry n w specimen t hat i _ ent in 
is giv n a fa ir oppo.r tunity to . how bow good it is. T he 
Der rill H tart medal is keenly competed fo r each year , 
2nd tl1c mere fact that a ll of these medals ar not di . -
ti-ibuteci in th e various d as. cs each year , bespeaks the 
quality th at is necessary to a ttain thi s high awa rd . 

L ynn Dudley the "cla lcly" f the , .D .S . Seedlin g 
Swtepstak Competition, has . lowly but sur ly brought 
thi s competiti on up to a standa1·d \vhere it ccupi e on e 
of th highest r wards a p rson can g t fo r the growing 
c•f Dahlia eecllings . The number of societi es a nd shows 
that a re now pa rti cipating is very g ratify ing, and is con­
stant ly being added to, a nd w e feel ur that anybody 
who is fo rtunate enough to win the medal awa rd in any 
0f th e thr ee classes, has a bloom tha t he can well be 
proud of. 

\ Ve could go on to much g reater le ngth, tossing the 
pra ises of the many 1icopl and members who have made 
it. po. sihle fo r th e .-\. .D. . t o occupy the high place it 
holds in the dahlia world, but t ime a nd pace cl es not 
permit, but I cannot let t hi s occasion go by without 
again Pxpressing our most s ince1·e and g racious tha nks 
1.o Gordon 'vVaaser, our past pres ident, who through the 
year. ha. g iv n so mu h of hi s time in ge tting out our 
"B ull ·tin ." It is rega rd cl as the fo1-emo t Dahlia publica­
t io.n o f the world, a nd wh n one consider that a ll of thi . 
is th e w ork of one man , w orking nig ht and clay, Sunday. 
and holidays, we cannot hel p hut feel that we a rc indeed 
for1.u11at to have a man who t akes so much inter est, 
and all without any compensation, to produce thi s valu ­
abl e publica ti on. 

I kn ow that the .-\.D.S. i. going to continue to prosper 
and g row, a nd we can a ll fee l confident t.ha t with your 
new s~t of officers and committee men, the organization 
is only beginning to attain the hio·h J)Os iti on and have 
1.he I of ty stancla rd it so justly deserves . 

L E O L. POLLAK 
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MINUTES OF THE 1953 AMERICAN 
DAHLIA SOCIETY ANNUAL MEETING 

T11e 1953 An nual Meet ing of the Ame ri can Dahlia 
Society was called to order at 2 :SO P.M. on Saturday, 
January 17, in Parlor No. 1 0£ the Hotel Statler. N incty­
two members and g uests were present. 

President Poll ak open cl the meeting and greeted the 
members. He requested a nd received a m otion to dispense 
with the r ead ing of the minutes of the 1952 annual meet­
ing, since t hese had been published in t he March, 1952 
Buu.ETIN. 

P resident Pollak requested a reading of the report of 
the Tellers. This wa done by Dr. Preas, Chairman of the 
Nominating Comm ittee. The tabulation showed that the 
following officers were elected : 

President-Andrew J. M ulcahy, Floral Park, N. Y. 
Secretary-Frederick J. Knocke, M .D. , 2616 A rlington 

Avenue, New York 63, N. Y. 
Treasurer-Henry A. Olsen, E lmont, L. I., N. Y. 
Trustee to 1955-Gordon F. Waaser, F reeport, L. I., 

N . Y. 
Trustee to 1956-Leo J. Pollak, New York City, N. Y. 
Vice Presidents: 
F. A. All eva, Bryn Mawr, Pa.; Otto Aumuller, Valley 

Stream, N. Y . 
A l. Baier, Kansas City, Mo.; Harry Beals, 11220 Wal­

lace St., Chicago, Ill.; L. C. Bennett, St. Louis, Mo.; 
J. Ralph Berry, Cleveland, Ohio; Emil Berzau, Merrick, 
N. Y.; Leslie Bowling, Silver Springs, Baltimore, Mel.; 
George Brunj es, Elmira, N . Y.; Prof. C. Merrill Brown, 
Williamsville, N. Y. 

Robt. T . Connal, Rochester, N. Y.; Dr. C. H. Connors, 
Highland Park, N. J.; Ward H. Cook, M.D., Tuckahoe, 
N. Y.; Henry F. Cory, Lithicum Heights, Mel.; H . L. 
Cummings, LaGrange, Ill. ; Hon. Geoi-o-e R. Currie, Madi­
son, Wisc. 

Charles M. Diffenclerffer, Baltimore, Mel. 
R. T. Eddy, Encinita, Cal. ; W. L. E lkins, Ri chmond, 

Va. 
C. E. Faust, Atlanta, Ga.; Mrs. F. H. Fisher, Trenton, 

N . J.; Paul F. Frese, White Plains, N. Y. 
Lou is Gill , Baltimore, Mel.; Raymond Grass, St. Louis, 

Mo. 
\i\Talter Hardesty, Watertown, Conn.; Mrs. L. D. 

Hislop, Mt. L ebanon, Pa.; Willi am Holmberg, Minne­
apolis, Minn.; Mrs. Georgena Humble, Douglaston, N. Y. 

J. W. Johnston, New York City; Hobart Jordan, Santa 
Ana, Cal. 

Clarence R. Kaliquist, Chattanooga, Tenn. Mrs. Louise 
K leinjohn, Louisville, Ky.; Nick Koenig, New Baltimore, 
Mich. 

Norman L. Lefkowitz, Bessemer, Ala. 
Edward F. McDacle, M.D., Scranton, Pa.; John Metz­

ger, Irvington, N. J.; H. Dewey Mohr, Rockville Center, 
N. Y. 

William Noonan, Bethpage, N. Y. 
Edward J. O'Keefe, Cold Springs, N. Y. 
Dr. Henry C. Parker, Washington, D. C.; Albert Par­

rella, Bronx, N. Y.; Roland H. Patch, Storrs, Conn.; 

Harley Peck, Lebanon, Ohio; B. E. Philipps, Atlanta, 
Ga.; E . R. Philipps, Washington, D. C.; Bruce B. Preas, 
M .D. , Rockville Center, N . Y. 

C. H. Rike, M .D., Birmingham, A la. ; Harvard Rivel, 
Hillside, N. J.; J. Louis Roberts, Chicago, Ill. 

Lew Sarrett, Gainsville, Fla. ; Noel Scott, Glend ale, 
Cal. ; Jessie Straus, Glencoe, Ill.; George Swezey, Colum­
bia, N. J. 

Adrian P. Taylor, Santa A na, Cal.; L. B. Tim, Long 
Branch, N. J. 

J ohn S. Vi ncent, White Marsh, Md. 
Roy W. Webb, Scranton, Pa.; Dr. C. E . W ildon, East 

Lansing, Mich.; E . J. 'Nincl, Rocky River, Ohio; Mrs. 
Sarah Wakeman Wood, Westport, Conn. 

It was moved by Mr. Mohr and seconded by Dr. Preas 
that the Secretary cas t one vote for the slate. This motion 
was passed unanimously. 

Mr. Pollak introduced the incoming President, J\I r. 
Mulcahy. He spoke of the g reat help that M r. Mulcahv 
had been to him as President of the A.D.S., whil M 1:. 
Mulcahy had been Secretary. 

Mr. Diffenclerffer a nd Mr. Strau ss sco rted the new 
President to the rostrum. 

President M ulcahy gave a bi·ief address. He stated that 
he hoped to continue the policies and successes of hi s pre­
decessor in office. He stressed that the A .D. S. can gTow 
with the assis tance and help of the membership. The Com­
mittee appointments will be published in the 1ifarch 
BULLETIN. He He requested volunteer to serve on these 
committees. Since the li fe of the society i its mem ber ­
ship, Mr. Metzger's membership committee will be aug­
mented. He thanked 1fr. Olsen for his :fine work as 
Treasurer. 

Mr. Henry A. Olsen, Treasurer, pre ented the report 
for the year 1952, as of D ecember 31, 1952. Dr. Cook 
moved that this r eport be adopted subj ect to formal ap­
proval by the Auditing Committee. This moti n was 
seconded and unanimously carried. 

President Mulcahy appointed Mr. Berzau assistant 
secretary to be in charge of Branch Memberships. 

Mr. Waaser, Editor of the BuLLRTIN, r eported that he 
would be glad to have constrl1ctive criti cism from any 
ource. 

Dr. McDacle, Chairman of the Classification Commit­
tee, r eported that hi s expanded committee had received 
r eports from all over the country from many societie. 
and show committees. Show reports were studied to check 
current winning exhibition va rieties. Recommendations 
£01- additions and deletions were carefully screened. Dr. 
McDade requested that any member who sees what ap­
pear to be inaccuracies in the classificaton li st, write to 
him. Dr. McDade reported that a request for separate 
classification of laciniated dahlias had been referred to 
Dr. Charles H. Connors, who ruled that lacination is a 
variation in form of part of the petal, and is not sufficient 
reason to create a new type classification. 

Mr. Edward B. Lloyd, Chairman of the Trial Garden 
(Co11ti1111cd on page 7) 
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A.D. S. Show Plans 

Plans are well under way for the A.D.S. Annual 
Exhibition, which will be held, this year, on September 
22 and 23 in connection with the Horticultural Society 
of New York at the Essex House, Central Park South. 

Vice President Emil Berzau will again manage the 
Show. The schedule is now on the press and will be 
mailed to prospective exhibitors very . hortly. It is hoped 
to include in this mailing the joint classification li t of 
the American Dahlia Society and Central States. Thus, 
entrants will have an early start in preparing their plant­
ino- plans. 

::\s a further hcl p to contestants, a splendid article 
appears in this issue, thanks to Dr. Ward H. Cook ... 
it gives the needed tips on electing the varieties which 
should win in the respective classes. 

Tricks of the trade, by Dr. Fred J. Knocke and a fine 
treatise on Ba ket arranging by the Doctor's gifted wife 
sh ulcl incluc many to enter cla s from which they 
have shied in the past. As usual, v ry suitable prizes 
will be offered throughout the schedule. 

There \vill be a re-arrangement of the colors in each 
class this year to permit a more harmonious display on 
the exhibition tables. Exhibitors will greatly facilitate 
th arduous work of the clerks if they will mail in entry 
blanks in advance. For any information, please write 
Secretary, Dr. Fred J. Knocke or Show Manager Emil 
Berzau. 

MINUTES OF A.D.S. ANNUAL MEETING 

(Cv11ti1111cd froJll page 6) 

Committee, reported that there had been 182 entries in 
th five gardens and that 26 certificates had been awarded 
to 17 varieties. Forty-six introducers represented 17 states 
and one foreign country (Holland). Five "A" dahlias, 
9 "B" dahlias, 1 "BB" dahlia and 2 "11" dahlia won cer­
tificate . 11r. Lloyd report d that it was expected that 
Baltimore Garden would be operating again in 195-t. 

Mr. Poy V/ebb, hairman of the Derrill W. Hart Com­
mitte ', reported that one medal had been awarded in 1952 
to the variety Flvrc11cc Clradwicl~, which won certificates 
in all five trial gardens with an average score of 85.4. 
This variety was originated and is being introduced by 

umstock Dahlia Gardens, San Diego, California. 
1Ir. Lynn Dudley, Chairman of the American Dahlia 

So ·iety eedling Sweepstakes Committee, reported on the 
fourth annual running of the Sweepstakes. Twenty-three 
new dablias, shown by 19 originators, won certificates at 
1-t different show . Two American Dahlia Society Gold 
1Iedals were awarded to the dahlias with the highest 
average scores in three or more shows. Prairie Fire, 
originated by James Marsh, won the award in the "A" 
size, and Agatha, a miniature, won the award in the 
small sizes for Harry Frank. 1Ir. Dudley read the list 
of the winning varieties for 1952. He also reported that 
68 new varieties had received certificates in the four years 
that the award has been given. 

Mr. Emil Berau, Show Chairman, reported that the 
1953 show of the American Dahlia Society will be held 
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at the Essex House in New York City on September 22 
and 23. 

In the absence of Mr. Maytrott, Chairman of the Show 
Schedule Committee, Dr. Knocke reported on the changes 
approved for the 1953 schedule. The more important of 
these are a new sequence of the color classes which it is 
hop cl will give a more pleasing effect on the' show table· 
a change in the rules which permit two entries of different 
varieties in any open to all classes; and an expansion of 
Section B into condensed color classes for the "A" size 
dahlias. 

Mr. Conrad Frey, Chairman of the judges for the show 
thanked the men who had judged at the 1952 show for th~ 
fine job they bad clone. 

_Mr. John Metzger, Chairman of the Membership Com­
mittee, reported many requests for information about 
membership in the society. 

Mr. M~lcahy introduced Mr. Berry who, on behalf of 
the Dahlia Society of Ohio, invited members of the 
American Dahlia Society to attend the Mid-West Confer­
ence Show which will be held in Cleveland at the Hotel 
Hollen~en on SatLffday and Sunday, September 12 and 13. 
On Friday afternoon there will be a tour of gardens on 
Saturday evening, the 1ficl-West Conference ban~uet. 
Mr. Berry ~roposcd that the American Dahlia Society 
hold a meetmg on Sunday morning, September 13, at 
11 :00 A.M. to introduce the " .D.S. officers and memb.crs 
to the mid-west group. After some discussion it was 
moved by Mr. Wa_aser that the American Dahlia Society 
hold an _open mect111g at 11 :00 A.l\f. on Sunday, Septem­
ber 13, 111 Cleveland rather than an Executive Committee 
meeting as had been originally proposed by Dr. Cook. 
Mr. vVaaser's motion was seconded and unanimously ap­
proved. 

President Mulcahy introduced the newly elected Vice 
Pre iclents : Messrs. Beals, Bowling, Connal, Gill and 
Straus , to the members. 

l\fr. \Vaa er moved a rising vote of thanks to the reti r­
ing President, l\fr. Leo Pollak, for hi years of fine serv­
ice to the Society. This was given enthusia tically by the 
members present. 

Mr. Mulcahy n~cognizecl Mr. Swain of the Peek kill 
Dahlia and Gladiolus Society, who extended an invitation 
to the member of the American Dahlia ociety to attend 
and show at the Peekskill how next fall. He stated that 
after a lapse of some years, the Peekskill So iety was 
again becoming active with dahlias, and was anxious to 
regain it former position as one of the leading shows of 
the country. 

1Ir. \Vaa er moved tliat the Secretary be directed to 
send a telegram of best wishes to Mr. John Vincent, one 
of the founding members of the American Dahlia Society, 
who was ill at home in White Marsh, Maryland. This 
motion was seconded and unanimously carried. 

President Mulcahy introduced Mr. "William Mason of 
\Vashington who gave a very interesting talk on his 
experiences importing and growing Au tralian dahlias 
and on Australian standards, classification, growin~· 
methods, and shows. 

On behalf of the Society, the President thanked Mr. 
Mason for his excellent and most enjoyable presentation. 

There being no further business to be broug-ht before 
the meeting, it was adjourned at 5 :50 P.l\1. 
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A.D.S. ANNUAL DINNER 
BY EDWARD B. LLOYD 

Promptly at 7 :00 P. 11 .. the Chancellor of t he Ex­
chequer and Secretary of the Interior, Bureau of Appe­
tizers-the Hon. H. Dinty Mohr, Esq.- called the del­
egates to Pador B wher e the newly coronatecl President 
1'1ulcahy, sumctimes known as "Gum Drop" M11lcahy 
frum Mihvaukee, was to and did g ive hi s State of the 
U nion address. A sligl1t delay developed while messen­
gers were locating the Speak er of the House, Bruce 
Preas, but he finally found hi s speech, made the g rand 
wtrance, and the dinner proceeded after a brief and 
well chosen invocation by Gordon vVaase r. 

Our retirin°· President Leo Pollak has been in Wash­
ington fo r several years. },{iscellaneous material, including 
clothes and dahlia roots, transported between N cw J er­
sey and Washington caused so much wear on his lug­
gage that those of us who were witb him in Louisville 
were on the point of buiying him a piece of r ope-to 
ti c around his suitcase, only! H owever , it was :finally 
decided that a two-suiter was badly needed, and the 
members of his Executive Committee who had so thor­
oughly enjoyed working with him were pleased to pre­
sent him w ith this piece of luggage la rge enough fo r 
deep fr eeze, A.ust rali an dahlias, a nd all which might be 
1 equirecl for a hasty exit from \i\T as hington. Following 
this presentation, President .l\lulcahy was further privi­
leged to present Leo with our Gold Medal, awarded for 
hi s untiring effort and distinguished services to our 
Society during the past four years in particular. 

Each year, on the occasion of our a nnual dinner, we 
are privileged to r ecogni ze and to acknowledge the serv­
ices so freely g iven the American Dahlia Society by 
those who devote their time and energy with no ideas 
of reward. Georgena Humble has 1 een head of our Gar­
den Club Section-rather, she has been THE Garden 
Club Section, for without her quiet leadership it is 
doubted if there would be this Section in our annual 
exhibitions-for more years than she probably cares to 
recal l. Vve however, were glad to recall with apprecia­
tion those years, and in slight recognition of our esteem 
and gratitude to offer h er our hi 0 ·hest award, our Gold 
}.fed al. 

Paul Frese attended his first A.D.S. exhibition ·with 
a lantern and a candle in each ear and a silver bowl 
in his hand, this bowl being the first Flower Grower 
Award. He bas since been carrying the candle and lan­
tern in his writing and lectures on and for the dahlia, 
and has performed invaluable service to bring to the 
attention of his readers and hearers those matters and 
dete<ils which we in the American Dahlia Society are 
endeavoring to attain. It was therefore our real privi­
lege to award to Vice-President Paul Frese this Gold 
Medal for his devoted services to the American Dahlia 
Society and to all lovers of the dahlia. 

Another Vice-President was called before the bar 
(possibly an unusual bar) to receive recognition for his 
services and a sligl1t token of our affection. Dewey 
Mohr has for years acted as Chancellor of the E xchequer 
and Director of the Buclg·et in the Cabinets of President 
after President. Whenever our desires for a dinner be­
came vocal, Dewey lays out the "dope sheet". If you need 
a few plants to fill out the row, see Dewey early in June 

and your garden is complete! Need a cup of coffee? 
Ruth Mohr has it hot! Sounds as if this man and hi s 
wife were tops and clue for the public recognition that 
all of us have personally given him. Right! Having 
passed hi s 40th birthday, stopped smoking cigars, and 
acquired a peg-leg, the Gold Medal was given to Dewey 
as a concrete (golden concrete) token of our apprecia­
ti on fo r all he has clone and for what he will be called 
upon yet to do ( ! ? ) , and while be was able to overcome 
his surpri se and stagger up to receive the award. It can 
safely be said that no more popular award of our Gold 
I\ledal has been made. 

Farmer Will Piegelbeck, Garden Commentator for Sta­
tion WOR-TV, was introduced and gave a most inter­
esting talk with special emphasis on the possibilities of 
bringing the dahlia before the public through tbe medium 
of television and his program, in which he invited our par­
ticipation. His account of the program during the past 
few years, of the Dahlia Society of New Jersey, on the 
stati on of the Newark News, which he directed, prior to 
taking over on \i\TOR-TV, was of much interest to hi s 
audience, leaving little doubt that "Farmer Will" will 
have our complete cooperation and that this cooperation 
will include having him with us at many more of our 
gatherings. 

The speaker was follovvcd with th e usual anticipated 
and excellent pictures 0£ the new dahlias as taken by 
Lynn Dudley, Henry Olsen, Ralph Berry, Harry Frank 
and other , and shown by Lynn Dudley. A rousing vote 
of thanks to Dewey Mohr and his committee concluded 
the largest attended annual dnner in many years. 

En. B. LLOYD. 

Dahlia Wedding 

\ 

L. to R.-Mrs. Andrew PeHa, Hon. George R. Currie, 
the bride and groom and Dr. Andrew Pella. 

Surrounded by relatives and a few friends, Lorrain 
Hoppe and Norman W. Ackerman were married by the 
Honorable George R. Currie, Justice of the Supreme 
Court of Wisconsin on October 5th, 1952 at the home 
of the bride. Mrs. Andrew Petta was .bridesmaid and 
Dr. Andrew Petta was best man. 

Lorraine Hoppe has been secretary of the Wisconsin 
Dahlia Society for eight years and ''Doc" Ackerman is 
the President. "Doc" retired from business and bought 
a new home with more ground than his former one. 
Their present address is 7321 N. Cape Road, Hales Cor­
ners, Route 2, Wisconsin. 
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TRIAL GARDEN REPORTS 
Mid-West Trial Gardens 

Michigan State College, East Lansing, Mich. 
Certificate awards for the 1952 season were fewer than 

in some years due probably to a backward, dry season. 
The following seven varieties received A.D.S. Certificates 
of Merit, all scoring 85 or more points: 

B, MEDIUM-4-8 INCHES 

111 ar:,1la11d Beaut;,'. Entry 4. Scmi-laciniated cactus. 
Score 85 B. Entered by Rocky River Dahlia Gardens, 
Rocky River, Ohio. Originator Phillips. Color very light 
yellow, lightly overcast amaranth. Diameter 60-8 in., 
depth, 3r.4-4 in. Stem 8-15 in. 

Jllrs. I-I. P. MarHey. Entry 8. I.D. Score 85 B. Entered 
by Harold P. Markley, 216 S. Pennsylvania, Lansing. 
:Mich. Color dark amaranth. Diameter 7-8 in., depth 30-5 
in. Stem 7-9 in. 

Flore7lcc Chadwick Entry 20. Straight cactu.. Score 
85 B. Entered by Comstock Dahlia Gardens, San Diego, 
California. Color white-sometimes lavender tinge in 
ccnt·r. Diamcte1· o( blooms 6-7 in., depth -+-4% in. Stem 
11-23 in. 

Nicl<'s Orchid. 1-:.ntry 27. Cactus. Score 85 B. Entered 
by Lakeside Gardens, New Baltimore, Michigan. Color 
white, overcast mallow rose. Diameter 6-7 in., depth 
3~-4 in; Stem 70-12 in. 

A LARGE-OVER 8 INCHES 

ff, in Dec. Entry 7. Inc. cactus. Score 85 A. Entered 
by Rocky River Dahlia Garden , Rocky River, Ohio. 
Color light burnt orange. Diameter 8-9 in., depth 5-50 
in. Stem 7-90 in. 

Prairie Fire. Entry 10. S.C. Score 85 A. Entered by 
Rocky River Dahlia Gardens, Rocky River, Ohio. Origi­
nator Marsh. Diameter 8-10 in., depth 5-6 in. Stem 10-16 
in. 

Ila1.,-31 A. Beals. Entry 40. I.D. Score 85 A. Entered 
hy Beals and Boyle, Valparaiso, Indiana. Color deep 
amaranth reel. Diameter 10-12 in., depth 6-6~ in. Stem 
6)6-13 in. 

C. E. WILDON, Supcri11tencle11t. 

• 
Ohio Trial Garden 

Ault Park, Cincinnati, Ohio 
Due to a hot, dry season, dahlias were slow in maturing 

and many dicl not bloom :i.t all. Only one dahlia was 
sco red 85 points on the A.D.S. score card. 

Florence Chad·wid'. "B" size, straight cactus, white 
\\'ith a faint lavender overcast. It was very good, even 
in hot weather. Good bush growth and stems. Blooms 
7 inches by 5 inches, half facing. Score 85. Entered by 
Comstock Dahlia Gardens, 5140 35th St., San Diego, 
California. 

ROBERT SEIBEL, 

Superintendent. 

South Atlantic Trial Garden 

Atlanta, Georgia 
The South experienced a most trying and backward 

:·cason clue to extr eme heat and drought, the worst in 
our experience. That any dahlia could come through it, 
and sco re 85 points, was indeed surprising. Those which 
did o, arc listed as follows : 

.-lbc Lincofo-Forrnal Decorative, "B." Size 7 by 4 
1nches. Color, Cl1rysantbemum Crimson. Dark foliage 
with cane-like stern. Clean grower. Scored 85.1. Blue 
Ribbon Dahlia Garden, Nevada, Iowa. 

Theresa Lo11isc·- emi-Cactus, "A." Size 9 by 40 
inches. Color, Rhododendron Pink, blending yellow to­
ward center. Good grower with strong stem well above 
foliage. Scored 85. Rosen1ary Dahlia Garden. Martins 
Ferry, Ohio. 

flctt)' Blosso111-Formal Decorative, "B." Size 8 by 4% 
inches. Color, cream-white tinted Persian rose. Vigorous 
grower with strong stem holding flower facing. Early 
and late bloomer. Scored 85.3. Rindfieisch-Rusclunohr, 
Rockville Centre, L. I., N. Y. 

Ncrtha Slzo11c-Scmi-Cactus, "A" size. Color, lavender 
blending to cream center. Petals de p laciniatecl. Size 
9 by 40 inches. Strong- siem. Bush height 4)6 feet. 
Scored 85. Eccl ston-Rocky River, 19111 Story Ave., 
Rocky River, Ohio. 

Su11tlzrm Lady-Semi-Cactus, ''BB" size. Color, pink 
&lightly tipped with white. ize 50 by 3 inches. Stem 
strong. Bush height 4 feet. Scored 85. E. L. Miller. 

11·'in Dec-Semi-Cactus, "A." Size, 9 by 4 inches. Color, 
Autumn. Scored 85. Vigorous grower. Strong stem. Bush 
height 5 feet. Rocky River Dahlia Gardens. 

Jllorc11cc Chadwicl~-Straigbt Cactus, "B." Color, clear 
\vhite. Size, 7 by ..J. inches. Strong stem, holding flower 
facing. Scored 85.2. Com tock Dahlia Garden . 

c. E. FAUST. 

• 
Wisconsin Dahlia Society 

Show clatcs-Septembe1· 12 and 13, 1953, Mitchell Park 
Conservatory, :rvtil \lvaukec, vVisc.-Lorraine Ackerman, 
7321 N. Cape Road, Route 2, Hales Corners, Wis . 

• 
Michigan Dahlia Society 

Neither the elate nor the location of the 1953 show has 
been determined as yet. 

The new officers for 1953 are as follows: 
President-Mr. James A. Raymond. 
Vice-President-Mr. Clarence A. Burton. 
Treasurer-Mr. Victor L. Steckle. 
Secretary-Mrs. A. E. Cadwell. 
Assistant Secretary-Mrs. Alfred H. Bottom. 
Publications-Dr. C. E. Wildon. 

(MRS. A. E.) VENUS CADWELL. 
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HOW TO WIN ON THE SHOW TABLE 
By DR. FREDERICK J. KNOCKE 

\\"inning the blue r ibbons on the show table, that is 
haYing the best bloom at the time the blooms arc judged, 
means planning and ,,·o rki110· the year round. Th first 
requirement i::; to tart with healthy stock o[ the best 
varietie ; seconcl, they must be well grown: third, the 
plants must bloom at show time; iourth, when cutting, 
the best Rowers must be selected; last, the bloom · must 
he properly conclitioned, tran ·ported to the , h w without 
damage, and staged to . how their best qualities. 

Prizes cannot be won with di eased s tock or inferior 
varieti s when the competition is keen. In th garden, 
plants showing vidcncc of ring spot or mo aic should be 
discard cl immediat ly, to prevent spread to healthy 
plant. ew stock should be purchased from reliable 
growers. \Vheneve1· possihl it is worth while to check 
personally the field of the commercial grow r before 
purclrnse are made. A knowlecln-e of the best varieties in 
each clas is gained hy comparative studies al th e shows 
<::.ncl in the field, and by a careful evaluation f bow 
reports and commercial catalogue . No one can per an­
ally valuate all the Yari ties in commerce to lay, but 
Dr. oak's articles. "The Cream of the rop, ' in this 
BULLETIN is an extcnsiv and authoritativ valuation of 
the best varieties ava il able at p1·cscnt for how purposes. 

_ rticles on how to grow dahlias have app ar d in the 
BULLETIN, in commercial catal gues, and th A.D.S. pub­
lishes a i1amphlet "Dahlia Cultural Instruction ." Briefly, 
the requirements a1· a f rtile, deeply pr parcel oil, sup­
pl mentcd by adequate fcedinir throughout the growing 
season, plenty of water to keep the oil moist, and a 
vigorous spraying program to keep the plants free of 
insect pests. For exhibition growing, plant and mall 
roots are preferable to large roots. The reason for this 
i, that the former must feed them elves early in the sea­
son, and, therefore, cstabli h a strong system of new 
roots before the hot, dry weathe1· ets in. They can then 
kc p 0 -rowing through thi critical period. A plant grown 
from a large root on the other hand, get' its nouri hment 
from the food stor cl in the root, ancl there is little need 
to send out new root . \i\!hen the hot weather and, later, 
bloomin°· time arrive , the supply of food in the root is 
xhau tecl, and the new root system is not sufficiently 

developed to supply th needs of the plant, which wilts 
and produces inferior blooms. On the subject of feeding 
there is more discu sion and difference o[ opinion than 
any other phase of dahlia culture. During the early 
_tag s of growth the plants need especially phosphate , 
which arc supplied by super-phosphate or bone meal. 
Potash increa es strength of the stems, and apparently 
also improves flo1·if erou ncss. It would appear worth 
while to supply potash from mid-summer on. Nitrogen 
is needed when the buds start to form. It increases leaf 
growth and flower size. A safe dose is two teaspoonfuls 
of calcium or potassium nitrate per plant each week, ap­
plied from the sixth to the third week before the show. 
Too much nitrnte makes the plants and blooms "soft," 
and the flowers will not keep well when cut. Therefore, 
nitrate feeding should be cut clown a few weeks before 
show time. Heavy nitrate feeding results in a root crop 
which keeps poorly and is subject to disease. 

\\'atc.:ring is just as important a feeding. If the fertil­
izer i nut in solution it cannot be absorbed by the plant. 
During j une and July it is best to water sparingly, and 
to grow the plant a little on the "hard" side, to aid in 
the c:>tablishmcnt of an extensive root y tern, by forcing 
the plant to go looking for nourishment and moisture. For 
th<.: six weeks prior to show, more and more water is 
applied, a!1d from the time the buds start to open, the 
ground around the plants is really soaked. An excellent 
\\'ay to preserve oil moisture and to keep the ground 
cool during the hot weather, is to apply a mulch of 
organi mat.crial, such as salt hay, traw, rotted manure 
or peat mos . 

1r ost varieties are best shaded from the time the buds 
are ha! f open, that is for four to six clays prior to the 
~how, but some require hading from the time the bud 
starts to op n, and others do not stand shading at all. 
Shading pr tccts the blooms from fading of the color 
by rnnlight, and from bruising by rain and wind. Clean 
bushel baskets may be used :for this purpose. They ar 
attached to two pole , of sulllcient h ight to keep the 
bloom \·veil fre of the invert d bottom of the basket, 
and short nough to have most of the bloom fit into th 
basket tu protect it from wind a id rain. Great care must 
be taken to prevent the petals from being bruised by con­
tact with the ba ket. This is clone by carefully tying the 
stem to the poles supporting the basket, so that flower 
and ba ket will move together in the wind. The basket 
itself may be supported by running the pole up the in-
icle of the ba ket through the invert cl handles. Another 

method i to drive nails in the stakes at the level of 
the bottom (inverted top) of the basket, turn the han­
dles out, and thread the stakes up through the han lies. 
The handles will t11en rest on the nails, and the top (in­
verted bottom) of the basket can he ti cl with trin t 
keep it in place over the flower. Old umbrella , wat r­
proof 11ap r, old linen, etc., may also be used to provide 
pot shading. In localities with v ry hot summers, a 

cloth or lath house is an ex ell nt method of providing 
shade for th whole garden, and growth \vill 11 t be 
checked during hot spell . 

When gTowing fo1· show, timinO' i::; very important. 
Timing i the art of havin°· th Rowers in prime condi­
tion 011 the clay of the sho\\'. Fine blooms which r ach 
their peak before or after the show, a1·c fine for garden 
decoration or to give to fri nds, but they do n t win 
ribbons. Timing practices will vary in different climates 
and growing conditions. In the New York area, planting 
for exhibition is usually clone in late May and early 
June, and the plants are topped as 0011 as strong enough. 
To produce "A" size sp cimcn blooms, two, three or 
four canes are allowed to come to each plant. A second 
topping is done about ten weeks before the show, allow­
ing a fe\\" clays between the topping of each branch of a 
plant so that there will be '0111 sp1·cac1 of the blooming 
period. Late varieties are branched earli r, early varietie 
later, but the elates given work well for the average "A"­
large dahlia. A final timing is clone when the buds form. 
A bud measuring between ~ and :Vs inch in diameter, 
will develop into a fully mature flower in about four 
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weeks, a littl e less for cactus varieties, a little more for 
the massive decoratives. At this time all other buds are 
removed from each cane leaving one bud the size of a 
small pea. Remember that varieties which arc known to 
have short terns w ill have longer stems if grown to a 
side bud. Disbudcling is carri ed clown the plant four or 
five pair of leaves or preferably more if long stems and 
iarge .flowers a re desired. 

"B"-medium va ri ties usually are not fo rced with as 
much nitrogen and wate r as the large vari eties, because 
size is not so important as perfection. Branching and 
timing a re also different. Mo re branches can be a llowed 
to come (six to a doz n or more), but disbuclcling should 
be practiced as fo 1- the la rge varieties . Timing is also 
different for the "B"-mcdium varieties. T he final branch­
ing can usually be clone two to three weeks later than 
for the large variet ies, but there is a great deal of variety 
variation in thi s regard. and some varieties can be lian­
dlecl almost like the large sorts. T h cactus and semi­
cactus "B" -med ium varieties usually open in about three 
weeks from a 0 inch plus bud, but some decoratives 
in the "B" sections take 30 to almost 4 weeks. Var ie­
ties must 1 e studied from year to year, and ach l1an­
clled as an indivi lua l. The figu res g iven a rc for the ave1-­
age variety. 

Small vari ties, pompon and miniatures arc branched 
large bushy plants, wh ich are al low cl to . tart bloom­

ing in a few weeks or mor before show tim . They a1-e 
not clisbudclecl till the blooms are picked, which keeps 
the ize clown as is nece sary, and al o give a larger 
s lcction from w hich to obtain the matched blooms neces­
sa ry to win in these secti ons. 

Before show time the schedul e should he carefull y 
stud ied, and checked against the blooms as they open. 
In thi s way the vari tics avail able for each clas. can be 
visuali zed and compared by the intending exhibitor. It is 
a 0 Teat wa tc of t ime and flow rs to cut everything in 
the garden, bring them into the show, and then have to 
discard a large number. Actuall y, the exhibitl>r mu. t 
judg his own flowers in order to sel ct the best to 
enter the show. T he followi ng points will help . First, 
study the b nch score card which is 1-epr cluccd on the 
fo llowing page 12. 

It gives the weight in points which houlcl be assigned 
by the judges to each characteristic. Actua ll y, ve ry few 
classes incle cl arc judged by the core card, a lthough a 
good j uclge should us it a the basi of hi. decision, and 

(Co11 ti1111 cd frnm pa9c 12) 

NEW DAHLIAS ! - RARE DAHLIAS ! 
DANGER-A FD , a sport of some years hack lias improved with 
cultivation. Signal red, the reddish tone t"Unning thru stems and 
foliage. Highly heat resistant , none fading . Plants , $7.50 
CALIFORNIA ORANGE-Ball type, looks like a huge ri11e navel 
oranue on top of five foot bush of exceptional vigor. Plants, $7.50 
ROSE GLOW-8 S.C. Six in. blooms, face autumn uold, reverse 
rose, petals deeply laciniated , the twisting uiving the flower a 
nrnrkcd rose aura. Prolific, fine cut. Roots , $5.00 
MEADOW PARI< (Waters)-B I.F.D. This dahlia has been the 
sensation of the Los Angeles cut flower market. The color is hard 
to define, some look and say watermelon, some say orange, actually 
it is a combination of color. The outer petals are purple, pink as 
you approach the center with a definite orange luminosity at the 
center. Plants, $5.00 

Some rare collectors' items. Write for catalog. 

CAM-MAT RANCH 
5118 No. Alessandro Ave. Temple City, California 

Presenting 

~~BETTY BLOSSOM" 
ONLY VARIETY to have ever won The 
American Home Achievement Medal 
and The Flower Grower Leonard Ba1·­
ron Memorial Award, at the A.D.S. 
New York Show; originated by Herman 
Rindfleisch. 

Thi i a "B" Lype Formal D coralive of Straw, 
ellow and Cream Flushed Phlox Pink. Bloom 

8 in. by S in. excellent long Lron g stem, with 
green leathery foliage. Bush 5 ft. Also American 
Home Achievement Medal winner at Irvington, 
N . .T. Show. It has exc.ellenL k eepin g qualitie , 
and blooms from Augu L to frost. Considered 
th e be t cut flower sin ce Jer ey Beauty. Named 
by Phil Alampi, Home Gardener on W..T.Z.-T.V. 
after Betty Blo om, Horticulture Edito·r of 
Hou e & Garden. Shown and de cribed twice 
on Home Gardener Hom·, once with Betty 
Blo som, its namesake. 

Roots $15; Plants $7.50-3 for $20 Net. 

Also Presenting 
~~EMPIRE ST A TE" 

(O ri gi nated hy Alfred Warren) 

EMI CAC'I' s "A." Color Light BJencl Ro e 
Bengal, Ca nary ello' , and Marigold Orange. 
Broad petal , curl Lo point at ends. Stem 10 in. 
lo 12 in. bold bloom · 111;6 in. x 6 in. on si de. 
Can he grown larg r by hadin g. Bush 5 fl. 
Good Lem and foliage. Winn r of merican 
Home cb ievcment Medal al Long I land how. 

Roots $15; Plants $7.50-3 for $20 Net. 

CALIFORNIA FINE T DAHLIA SEED 
Sonw of i.hc Jt•ading 1Tono1· Roll , CerUficate ol' 1\[(•rit 
and . \ehit•\'C'n1cnt l\lednl dahli:1s h1n•c bcC'n protlu<•<'<l 
from 0111· S('('tl. 'Ye earl i1roth1<'r sN•d from nn1nt•<l 
vari(•( it•s. Ir interPsted let u s know ~·oul· rct1uit·1·­
nwnts. l"c1•!1 ·fl-om mix1•tl vnriC'li1•s is 1>ri1•cd as fol­
lows : 20-$1.00; G0-$2.50; 12r>--l;ifi.OO; 1,000-$3G.OO. 

Catalog Now Available 

RUSCHMOHR DAHLIA GARDENS 
38 Vincent Street, Rockville Centre, N. Y. 

11 
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HOW TO WIN ON THE SHOW TABLE 
t Co nti111tcd from page 11) 

AMERICAN DAHLIA SOCIETY 
Official Bench or Show Score Card 

O riginat or ............... ... ...... .. ... .... .. ................... .... Entry No ... .................. . 

.i\ddress ......... ........ .. ...... .. ............... ..... .. .. ..... ...... ....... .... .......... .... .. ............. .. 

\ 1ariety Nan1e o r N o ... ....... ..... ... ........ ... .... ..... .... ........... Type ................ . 

Number in each column, below at left, represents MAXIMUM Perfection 
Deduct, in each square, for less than perfection (negative qualities), 

M Small I Medium A Large CHARACTERISTICS ~~~n1:tl.i!au~;:;~rable 
M;>.x. :! O Max. 20 Max. 20 COLOR 

+Clear + Bright +Attractive · +Useful· 
- -l Unpleasing hlend -2 Dull - .1 fades -3 Burns 

Max. 15 Max. 15 Max. 15 FORM 
+ Uniform -i ·Anisric +True to Type 
- -l Deformed -2 Ordinary -2 Varying 

Max. 10 Max. JO Max. 10 DISTINCTIVENESS 
Ad<l 1 co I 0 pts. for form, color or ocher quality be-
cause superior co, or different from existing varieties 

Max. J • Max. 0 Max. 10 SIZE 
Diamerer ... ..... ..... .. ... ...... Depth .. ... . .. ... ... .. .. .... ...... .. .. 

.Max. 15 Max. 15 Max. 15 STEM 
+Strong + Erect +Long +Graceful +Proportion 

-'5 Weak-3 Crotchy-3 Crooked-3 Poor Proparcion 

Max. 15 Max. 15 Ma.x . . 15 FOLIAGE 
+ Health +Vigor +Rugged +Proportion 
-5 Poor-3 Weak-3 Succulenc-3 Po0r Proporrion 

Max. 12 Max. 15 Max. 10 SUBSTANCE 
Condition of Petals, +Firm +Thick +Back Good 
Condition of Pecals,-3 Soft-2 Thin-2 Wilc-2 fails 

Max. 5 Max. 5 x UNIFORMITY 
For Bench Judging only, deduct 1 to 3 pcs, M or B 
only for Varyini Size. 

Max. 5 Max. 5 Max. 5 BLOOM POSITION 
+Side facing, +45 ° angle facing 

Deduct 1 to 3 Points for cop or Jown facing 

TOTAL TOT.AL TOT.AL 
Note: 1f plant shows definite evidence of disease, 

M B A deduce up co 5 points in the final score at left. 

C-0lor Description ....... ...................... .............................. , .................. ...... . 

Remarks ............... ........ ............................. .. .................................... .... ....... . 

Evidence of Insect Damage ................... ......... 0£ Disease ................ .. 

\Vhere Scored ............... ..... Scored by ...................... Date .................... .. 

•Maximum up to 3 pts. awarded for daincines~small size under 4 inches. 
( Sec Explanation Reverse Side.) 
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is lopsided or has bruised petals. 
Actua lly, many judges make a fe tish 
out of condition. In classes calling fo r 
more than one bloom, select fo r uni ­
fo rmity of size, color , fo rmation, fo­
li age, bloom position, etc., especially 
where several blooms of one va i-iety 
are used. It is better to use three uni­
fo rm small blooms, ( in a class calling 
fo i- three ) , than one or two larger 
blooms and a smaller one. Most j uclges 
give uniformity more we ight than the 
score card indicates. 

The actual cutting of the blooms 
should be clone the evening before the 
show. Remove all but two or thr e 
pairs of leaves before cutting t he stem. 
Cut with a total stem length of about 
t hirty inches fo r la rge and a little le s 
for medium vari eties . Use a sha rp 
knife, make a slanting cut, avoid the 
thumb. Immediately plunge the stem 
into water in a vase, car ry into t he 
storage room, place the stem in a 
large tub of water, and cut t he st m 
again an inch or two higher, making 
the cut under water. T ransfer the 
stern rapidly to the vase in which it 
is to harden. To ha rden, the fl owers 
should be in deep containers of cold 
water in a cool r oom in which there 
a re no dra fts . A garage with several 
hundred pounds of ice scattered on 
the floor, and with the doo r t ightl y 
sealed makes an ideal pl ace to condi ­
tion fl owers. T hi s proces takes -l- to 
12 hours. 

The fl owers ar now ready to t rans­
port to the show. If the number is 
small , they may be transported in 
water , provided the containers can be 
securely fastened in the car or truck 
to prevent shifting or capsizing. Also, 
the fl owers mu t be carefully sup­
ported and tied to prevent snapping­
of the stems or bruising of the petals 
by contact with oth er fl owers or the 
side of the car. Each bloom may h ' 
protected with a hood of waxed fl or­
ist' s paper, ca refull y fas tened at the 
stem. l£ a large number of fl owers a re 

should be able to use it in cases of a close decision. The 
fallowing points are well to r emember. Choose fl owers 
that face sideways or slig htly up. The stem should be 
long enough to 11old the flower well up out of the foliage, 
but not so long as to be out of proportion. The petal s 
should be "clean"; that is, not brnisecl or di scolored. The 
bloom should be "center ed," that is, not lopsided, with 
the petals falling away from the top of the flower. A 
deep flower is better than a shallow one. Other things 
being equal, a large flower will beat a small one, but a 
smaller clean :flower will usually beat large one which 

to be taken to the show, they are best 
packed in large, sturdy corrugat cl cardboard fl ower 
boxes. Boxes four or five feet in length, nine or ten 
inches in depth and sixteen or eighteen inches wide a re 
ideal. The boxes are lined with waxed florist's paper, 
and a "pill ow" of the same material crumpled up is 
placed under the back of side facing blooms or under the 
stem just below the flower for top fac ing blooms. Be 
sure to use waxed paper throughout, and avoid contact 
of the petals with other flowers, foliage, or stems. Start 
packing at each encl of the box, and w ork towards the 

(Contin1led on page 19) 
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TIMING DAHLIAS FOR THE SHOW 
By Henry C. Parker 

A nyone w i hing succcs fu lly to compete f r sweep­
stak s .in a dahli a show must learn how to time h is 
dahlias. O ne advantage gained by growing dahlias is 
that th ey can be t imed as accurately if not m ore ac­
cura te ly tha n a ny other fl ower. This enables a relat ively 
few g rowers to stage an outs ta nd ing show. It is b li eved 
t hat the fo llowing clir ction , carefully followed , w ill 
enabl e any grower to b ring t o a ff iven show a n av rage 
of close to one bl oom for every two w 11 grown pl a nts 
in hi s da hli a patch. A nyone w ho an do t hat a nd w ho 
has care full y sel cted his varieties w ith a v iew to fillin g 
out t he colo r clas es w ill b a n impo rtant competitor fo r 

weeps takes. 

In t iming da hlias th fi r st r equirement, of course, is t o 
pl a nt them at a . u ffi cientl y ea rl y elate so t hey will be sm e 
to bl oom by the time of the show even thoug b pinch ed 
back once. O wirig to th fact t ha t my ya rd is partl y 
shaded I ha v to 1)lant my dahlias b tween abou t May 15 
a nd June 1. In cont rast, the r growe r in thi s a rea w h o 
have fu ll sunl ight available can pla nt som e va r iet ies as 
late a J ul y 15 w ith go cl results. ft 1· pla nt in o· I a l ways 
p inch ut th e top as soon as three p·:i. irs of leaves develop. 
T hi s caus s 6 cane to cl velop a nd in the case of B-. ize 
dahlias th s cane a r a ll left on t he plant . W it h A-s ize 
dahlias I r emove ( clisbranch ) 2 of t he 6 canes leaving t he 
4 best . T hi . houl cl b done a soon as t he can s arc 
2 oi· 3 inches long. Nothing forth r need be clone w ith 
r espect to timing until Aower buds I egin t o app a r . 
\ V ith v igorously g rowing· dahlias t his may occur as early 
a Jul y 15. T hese a rt y buds mu t, of cour e, be r e­
moved if it is hoped to have t he la1·ge. t bloom. at . how 
t i 111 • 

I have read many directions fo r t iming in w hich it 
was r commended that a ll canes h cu t hack , one at a 
t im , to wi thin one pa ir of I av s of the main . te rn at 
spac cl in te r vals b tween J ul y 1 a nd 15. T his is followed 
by p rmi t ting on of the . id bu ls t g row on ca h can e 
and to clcvc lop into a substi t ute can . f te r pra ti cin g 
thi s t chniquc fo r probably 10 y ar. I have come to t h e 
co11clu. ion tha t . uch a clra tic cutt ing back is likely t o 
do mo r harm tha n good. 1\fany varieties stop g rowin g 
if ut hack drnst ically . If one w ish . to contr 1 the 
hei g ht of th pl ants it i. possibl e t o cut o ff one or two 
o f the longe r canes about 2 or 3 pairs of leaves from 
th , ma in stem and to permit one cf t h ' s ide buds adj a­
cen t the cut t el ev lop a nd replace th cut por t ion of 
th _tern but I would not a cl v is a mo r d ra tic ·utt ing 
ba ·k. T hi . pro clurc leaves a crook or off-s t w he 1·c 
the n w g rowth joins th e olcl. B u t norma ll y a crook in 
a Auwe r st m is not obj ect iona bl e if it is sev ra l pai1·s 
of lcav1.: clown from the bl oom. In id nta ll y i[ the cane 
is cut w here it is hollow it i best to cover the cut end 
w ith a luminum fo il t o pr vent ra in from entering. T he 
way to avoid a n un sig htly crook in the stem is t o cut 
it close to its end as expla ined below. 

As the season a dvances it is nece a ry t o keep on r e­
m oving fl ower buds as fa t as they appear, a t least until 
the fl o wer buds are properly timed fo r the show. It is 
necessary, of cour e, t o leave a leaf bud when the flower 
bud a re r em oved so tha t this can eventually devel op 

a n t hcr flower bud. In t h <.: case of most dah lias it w ill 
I e fo und tha t, w hen a fl ow r bud ap1>ea rs in a cl uster at 
the encl of a can e, at least one leaf bud is included in the 
cluste r adj acent a flowe r bud; hence it is me rely neces ­
sa1-y to leave t h e leaf bud and remove th fl ower bud 
or bud . The leaf bud w ill t hen develop a noth r pair 
of I av .... s t hen a cl us te r com p1·ising a econd fl ower bucl 
and a nother leaf bud. If it is s till too early in the eason 
fo 1· t he second fl ower bud to develop fo r t h e show, it is 
onl y necessary to r epeat th e operatio n ; tha t is, t o r e­
mov t he ftow r bud or bud and to leave th adj acent 
leaf bud evenutall y to produce a t hir 1 fl ower· bud . T h 
tim in te rval b tween th s fl owe r 1 uds ave ra ·cs fr o m 
about 10 to 1-t 1ays. T hi s im pl procedure can be r e­
peat cl a often as necessary un t il the bloom is eve ntua ll y 
delay cl so it w ill com a t least w it hin a few clays of t he 
sh w. O n mig ht exp ct that a v ry rooked stem would 
be p roclnc cl by thi s p roccclur but, if th fl ower buds 
a r rem oved b f r e they becom pea- iz , the crook s in 
th stem w ill . care ly be vis ibl at bloom in ff t ime. 

O n e warnin g • houl cl be g ive n and t11 a t is, in th e case 
of some da hlias, no leaf bud is f orm ccl in th e fl owe r bud 
cluste r . Thus some da hlias p roduce three fl ower buds in 
a clu . ter w hil e t her. produ a lu. te r of two flowe 1-
bucls. In th ca. e of th . e va r ieties 1t 1s necessary to u t 
of th tern b low the top pai r of leaves, p r efe rably at 
th j oin t betw en t he . econd pa ir o f leaves. Two 1eaE 
1 ml s a rc locat rl at thi s po in t a nd one of th e. e an he 
left t o develo p, the other being 1· mov cl . T h e rema ining 
I af bud w ill elev lop a noth r pair of leave and th n a 
sc ond Aowe r bud clu t r w ith a cl lay of appro.- imately 
two week s. I t i di fficu lt to prcnnt a crook in th e ste m 
in timin g thi . ty 1 e o f dahlia . Fortuna tely m os t dahlia s 
fa11 into the cat gory de. c i-ib cl prcviou ly. 

In t iming dahlias i t i. nee sa1-y to mak e a n . t imate 
of h JW long it take. a t iny bucl t o elev 101) in to a full 
bloom. rost gi-ower . agre t hat t hi s i. from 4 to 5 
\\' eeks. It takes slig htl y I ss tim fo1· B-. iz dahlias t o 
de clop t ha n fo r A-. ize. It foli o\ s, th er fo re , that fi ve 
we k · befor : how tim e eve ry can h awin g sig ns o f 
hea ring fl owe1· bud s . houl cl I e examined . If th center 
Aow r bud is ba rely v isible- pin -head . iz - thi . . honlcl 
he lcf t a nd t h side buds r em oved . T h cente r Aow er 
hud sh ould th en dcv ' lop in to a . how bl oom. Tf th cen­
ter n owc 1· bud i. pea-. iz it is ad visable to leave a . ide 
Aow e r bud a nd r nrnve th e ce nter s in e t hi s will delay 
1h c bloo ming fo1· from -+ to S cl ays. All idc hucl s cl own 
the . tern should b · rem ov cl . 

S ix \veek. hcf 01· sho w tim e a ll cane bowing s ig ns 
of forming Aow e1· bud. should he examined . In t hi case, 
how ever, a leaf bud s houlcl be 1 ft in the top c lust er 
rn th r tha n a fl ow r bucl. The c ntral fl o wer bud whi ch 
will be fo rm ed in th e new clust er to develop should th en 
bl om approx ima tely in time fo r the show. 

I t is v i den t, of course, that a con. idera hle am ount of 
time is r equired to conduct t he timin o- opera tio n. A ce r­
ta in a mount of skill is a l o required. I have found that 
a wooden t oothpi ck is a handy implement t o use in r e­
mova l of the ma li e t fl ower buds. It is usually n ecessary 

(Cn 11 ti 1111 cd 0 11 page -+2) 
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SETTING UP BASKETS OF DAHLIAS 
BY LAZELLE KNOCKE 

The ideal time to select the varieties you will grow 
for basket cla ses is at the dahlia show the preceding 
year. The wide variety of color, form, and types of 
bloom availab1c is there before you and choice is most 
easily made. Once you have selected your varieties, grow 
in sufficient quantity so that you wm have an ample 
number of blooms [rom which to chuose the most perfect 
and uniformly sized. 

Containers should be carefully chosen to harmonize 
or contrast with the color of the blooms. Baskets should 
be in good condition. The usual rules of overall propor­
tion between height or width of arrangement and con­
tainer apply. However the meaning of the term "arrange­
mer1t" under A.D.S. rules is not interpreted as in the 
more artistically developed Garden Club sections. Fur­
thermore the entries are judged by Dahlia judges ac­
cording to the following score card: 

For A type large dahlias-
75 points for quality of bloom. 
25 points for the arrangement including balance and 

proportion, and color harmony, or color effect. 
For all other dahlias-

50 points for quality of bloom. 
25 for arrangement including balance and propor­

tion. 
25 for color harmony, or color effect. 

This means that t11c chief attention must be given 
to the quality of blooms selected for use in the basket. 
They should be arranged in such a manner as to empha­
size their perfection and uniformity. A stylized, balanced, 
and rather formal arrangement tends to accent these 
qualities. 

Since condition is so very important in basket classes, 
flowers for these classes are handled in the same man­
ner as are specimen blooms. After cutting from the 
plant in the garden, sterns arc cut once again under 
water. They are then "hardened" for several hours in 
cold water in a cool location. Water sbollld not be so 
deep that the foliage rests in it and becomes discolored. 
Cut a sufficient number so that you will have a few 
extra blooms since accidents happen, stems break, and 
blooms get bruised. 

Blooms are carefully packed in waxed florist's paper 
to prevent bruising of petals during transportation to 
the show. (For a more detailed description of packing 
see article on How To vflin On The Show Table by Dr. 
Knocke.) On arrival at the show location, flowers are 
unpacked, stems re-cut under water, and varieties grouped 
together in preparation for selecting the best matched 
and most perfect blooms for each arrangement. Check 
the entry requirements for the number of blooms re­
quired or permitted, to be sure you do not use too many 
or too few. 

One-half inch tolerance over four inches is permitted 
in miniature basket and arrangement classes. A wire 
circle of four inch diameter (ring gauge) is the most 
accurate method of determining size. The flower should 
pass through tbe circle without touching, or barely touch­
ing, the sides of the gauge. Miniatures tend to increase 
in size in water after cutting, hence flowers larger than 

four inches should be used with caution lest they become 
outsize and disqualify the entry. 

When placing the blooms in the container, space them 
carefully and evenly so they do not touch or crowd one 
another, but do not put them too far apart. Supports of 
any kind are not permitted above basket level. Home­
made chicken wire gratings or other devices fastened 
at the rim of the inner container, needle holders at the 
bottom, florist's paper stuffed between the stems below 
the water, are all permitted to help hold the flowers in 
place. 

If grasses and other foliage with or without berries 
are allowed in basket and arrangement classes, as they 
are under A.D.S. rules, these should be used with caution 
so that they do not detract from the flowers. They should 
be of plant material suitable fo1- outdoor flowers. How­
eve1-, a brilliant contrast or startling col01- effect such 
as lavender blooms with red oak leaves may be quite 
pleasing to the exhibitor but may affect the judge quite 
differently. Some materials which have been successfully 
used include blueberry, privet, grasses, oak and maple 
leaves, pine or yew branches. 

Foliage has been used to fill in a poorly spaced bloom 
arrangement, support weak stems, stretch out the ap­
parent size and balance of an arrangement, or to hide 
damaged or absent dahlia foliage. Ideally it should, in 
an unobtrusive manner, complement the arrangement 
or offer striking contrast to it, but the arrangement it­
self should be a good one, and the quality of dahlia 
blooms and foliage selected should meet tbe standards 
for specimen blooms. 

The basket is then care[ully moved to the show table, 
final adjustments made, and entry card rechecked. The 
basket is viewed from a distance in hopes that its color 
effect is not marred by placing too close to a rival of 
more dominant or clashing color. If show management 
rules permit, it may be shifted to a more favorable lo­
cation. 

Nothing more to do with it now-too much handling 
or readjusting will only mar tbe quality of the blooms 
and they will not keep as well. Walk away from it with 
a firm step-come back after the judging. Good luck! 

• 
Midwest Dahlia Conference 

The 1953 Midwest Dahlia Conference meeting will he 
held in Cleveland, Ohio, on Saturday, September 12, 
with the Dahlia Society of Ohio as host. Affiliated So­
cieties, please appoint your delegate or delegates who 
will attend this Conference meeting and send their names 
to me as soon as they have been appointed. Also, I would 
like to have the new officers for 1953. It is not only a 
great help to your Secretary, but also to the Host So­
ciety. Start planning your trip to Cleveland now, as I 
feel sure that the Midwest Show is something that we 
all look forward to with great anticipation, not only to 
see the Show, but to renew old Friendships and make 
new ones . We'll be looking for you and the 0 bio folks 
will be there to welcome you. 

LoursE KLEINJOHN, Secretary. 
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TIPS ON DIVIDING CLUMPS 

Bej:ter than a thousand words . . . an illustration! 
Our good friend, Henry 01 en provided the drawings 
which clearly t 11 our story. 

Dahlia tock multiplies itself in the production of a 
clump of several cliviclabl tubers . . . and, of cour e, 
only a divi ion i nece ary (or advi able) for planting. 

divisi n c n i ts of one or more tub rs or roots at-
ta hed to a piece of the old crown (ba of talk) with 
unbroken neck ... and having a go cl live eye. 

Examine th lump carefully and locate the eye and 

spr ut -. U ing a sharp knife or double blade pruner, 
plit the clump in half, right through the old stalk. Then 

cut apart th individual sections as the illustrations clearly 
show. The dark straight lines on the crown of the orig­
inal clump how just where the cuts are made ... the 
s c nd drawing shows the divisi ns ... ready for plant­
ing. 

Dust the ut portion with lime and sulphur and ct out 
to dry for a few hours. 

DAHLIAS COMMERCIAL 
By J. Lo rs RonERT 

They tart growing dahlia and thci1· pocket! le will 
not stand for th it- cl sire .for new on s. o what do they 
cl ? Tl1ey fir · t join up with on or mor per ons and 
buy the new ones, making plant and dividing them. The 
rules ay that you may . ll you r surplu pla11t or roots 
and still remain an amateur a 1011g as you do not issue 
a list or advertise. 

It's only a step thc11 to become commercial. They 
show their flowe1·s in the downtown tore and at the 
va riou · local s cial cv nts. The price list is printed and 
they adverti · in the local papers. 

This type of a "commercial" does a lot for dahlia . 
He makes a lot of n w dahlia gardener and really edu­
cates them in the ways of growing and sto ring dahlias. 

But how about getting bigger? V cry few do. However, 
the next stage seems to be the introducer who advertises 
nationally, but still have another vocation. 

.r J ext is the commercial \\·h cl e nothing· but grow 
dahlias. In thi group ar tho.::e who have considerable 
ac1·cagc and grow dahlia for th florist trade (cut 
fl wer ) . 

Sti ll larg r in number of r ots old are the grower , 
who grow for the mail order and chain store trade. ou 
don't h ar much of these people, but their plantings arc 
really on a production scale. 

It may be that the dahlia bu in ss i in about the 
same tagc a the radio bu iness wa a few years back, 
when you built your own et or had ome one in the 
neighb rhood do it for you. Then alo1JO" came Atwater­
Kcnt, Cro Icy, Grigsby Grunow, Eda and other . It did 
not pay to make your own. Think it i n't possible? I 
know of one mail order house that i planning on spend­
ing a million and a half dollar thi year on the sale 
of roots, bulbs and plant . This is 20 per cent of their 
e-timated sales for 1953. 
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23 New Dahlia Seedlings Receive National Awards 
In American Dahlia Society Sweepstakes 1952 

Fourteen dahlia sh ws participated in the awarding of 
medal certificates of the American Dahlia Society to 
23 new, outstanding dahlias. 

The awards were made to 19 originators at 14 differ­
ent shows held in various sections of the country. All 
the societies making the awards were branches of, or 
affiliated with the American Dahlia Society. 

In addition to the certificates of award, two of the 
23 varieties will receive A.D.S. gold medals for having 
received the highest average scores in the "A" large 
and "M" small type classe . No "B" medium type dahlia 
qualified for the gold medal. 

This annual national competition was inaugurated four 
years ago to assist other established procedures for te t­
ing the worthine s of new varieties. It i called the 
American Dahlia eecllino- Sweepstakes. The three other 
best known testing methods are: The Flower Grower 
Dahlia Honm- Rolls; The American Home Achievement 
l\Icclals, and the five American Dahlia Society official 
trial grounds. 

1fost dahlia exhibitors, specialty gardeners and com­
mercial growers select their new dahlias to be added to 
their collections during the winter months, and they 
of ten make their elections from the printed descriptions 
in the reports published about these various show results 
and the other te t . Because no one can visit all the 
5hows or trial gardens, it was believed that this method 
of selection oE ' upcrlative new seedlings which are worthy 
of commercial introduction would equally benefit the 
originators and the prospective purchasers. 

This ha proven to be the case, because in the four 
years these awards have been operative, including 1952, 
a total of 68 new varieties have been honored with 
.. \.D.S. medal certificates by the judges. Many of these 
dahlia seedlings, in truth, the majority of them, would 
never have received any national awards and the result­
ing publicity, except for this competition. 

In 1952, 17 branch and affiliated societies of the Ameri­
can Dahlia Society applied for partition in these awards. 
0£ these 14 societies made and reported awards on the 
23 varieties. In the other three societies, no entries were 
made or such entries, if made, were not considered 
worthy of these awards. The awards are made by judg­
ing teams of not over five judges, using the A.D.S. 
official bench score cards. Any seedling which averaged 
85 points out of a possible perfect score of 100 points, 
received a Medal Certificate. In addition, an A.D.S. 
gold medal is being awarded to the one seedling in each 
of the three size classifications: "A" large; "B" medium, 
and "M" small, which attain the highest average score. 
To qualify for the gold medals, the variety must be ex­
hibited in three shows in the current season. This year 
only two seedlings qualified for the gold medals. These 
were: 

PRAIRIE FIRE, a large "A" 11-inch orange semi­
cactus, originated by Jam es E. Marsh of 390-1- Ottawa St., 
Chicago 34, Illinois, and 

AGATHA, a small "M" 2;/z-inch white formal deco­
rative miniature, originated by Harry Frank of 2 Spring 
St., Far Hilts, N. J. 

Prairie Fire received an average sc re of 85.9 at three 
shows. lgatha scored an average of 85.8 at five shows. 
This is the first time any dahlia seedling has won an 
A.D.S. medal certificate at each of five shows. Its aver­
age of 85.8 is also tbe highest averao-e score for any 
small type variety since this competition was inaugu­
rated in 1949. 

Considerable difficulty has been experienced by the 
sweepstakes committee in securing the n cessary informa­
tion about the entries. Score sheets in many instances 
did not convey all of the information r equired. Names 
and addre~ses of originators and even the names of the 
varieties were often lacking. Many letters, wires and 
phone calls were necessary to compile the list which 
accompanies this report. 

The rules of the competition require that such infor­
mation be supplied and that the dahlia be introduced and 
offered for sale to the public in the season following the 
awards. The majority of the j uclges in each instance 
should be experienced in the use of the A.D.S. score carcl. 
J uclges' scores must also be consi tent. Adjustments mu t 
be made by the sweepstakes committee if the score of 
any j uclge is over three points lower or higher than the 
average oi the other judges. This is done in the inter­
est of complete fairness. Otherwise one judge, either 
because of inexperience or too great enthusiasm for or 
prej udicc against a variety, could either prevent a dahlia, 
which the majority believe is worthy of an award, from 
receiving it or he might make a dahlia average 85 points, 
which the other judges do not believe deserving. It is a 
credit to the judges chosen for this competition, that 
each year there is less need for such adjustment. We are 
glad to report that in most instances the scores of most 
judges are comparable. 

These American Dahlia Seedling Sweepstakes Awards 
will be continued in 1953. It is necessary that a branch 
or affiliated society make application to participate in 
them. Applications should be sent to the chairman of 
the sweepstakes committee before July 1. N ece sary 
forms, score sheets and rosette ribbons for attaching to 
winning entries will be mailed promptly when requested. 

A.D.S. Seedling Sweepstakes Committee: 

LYNN B. DUDLEY, Chairman. 

CONRAD FREY. 

DR. FRED KNOCKE. 



DAHLIA SWEEPSTAI(E WINNERS SEASON of 1952 
VARIETY 

*Prairie fire 

*Agatha 

Jerry K 
Betty Blossom 

Empire State 

Marion B 

Collectors Item 

Alabaster 

Patricia Ann 

Starbriuht 
firelight 

Blendette 
Blendette 
Maryland Beauty 

Dorothy D. 
Venita 
Tysl's Sunset 

fashion Hour 
White Glory 

Panda 
Little Sunset 
Western Sky 
Jiggers 

Elizabeth H. 

ORIGINATOR 

James E. Marsh 

Harry Frank 

Nick Koenig 
Herman Rheidfleisch 

Alfred Warren 

Marion Bardell 
Edw. Keck 

f. Tomezak 

H. J. Brusca 

Stanley Johnson 

E. M. Delbrugge 
E. M. Delbrugge 
E. R. Phillips 

John Adlung 
Rudolph Kraemer 

George Tyel 

J. Louis Roberts 
Paul Grohall 
Douglas Slocum 

Mr. Henkle 

ADDRESS 

3904 Ottawa St. , Chicago 34, Ill. 

2 Spring St. , far Hills, N. J. 

New Baltimore, Michigan 
720 Palmer Ave., Mamaronec k, N. Y. 

501 Roosevelt St. , Peekskill , N. Y. 

Woodcliff Lakes, New Jersey 
Ferndale. Pennsylvania 

145-22 106th Ave. , Jamaica, N. Y. 

521 Stanwood St ., Philadelphia, Pennsylvani a 

Cheltenham, Pennsylvania 

Box 429 Martins Ferry, Ohio 
Box 429 Martins Ferry, Ohio 
807 Philadelphia Ave. , Silver Springs, Md. 

81 Vreeland Ave. , Nutley, N. J. 
157 Front St. , Hempstead , L. I. , N. Y. 
10228 So. Sangowan St. , Chicago, Ill. 

12147 Harvard Ave., Chicago, Ill. 
811 Kieth Ave ., Waukeegan, Ill. 

145 West St. , Long Branch, N. J. 

Cleveland, Ohio 

SHOW 

Wisconsin Dahlia Society 
Dahlia Society of Kentucky 
Soulhtown Dahlia Society (Chicago) 
New Jersey Dahlia Society 
New York Show (A.D.S.) New York 
Long Island Dahlia Society 
Irvington (N. J.) Dahlia Society 
Greater Philadelphia Dahlia Society 
Michigan Dahlia Society 
American Dahlia Dahlia Society 
Irvington (N. J.) Dahlia Society 
Long Island Dahlia Society 

American Dahlia Society 
New Jersey Dahlia Society 
National Capitol Dahlia Society 
Burholme Horticultural Society 
Greater Philadelphia Dahlia Society 

National Capitol Dahlia Society 
Long Island Dahlia Society 
Burholme Horticultural Society 
Greater Philadelphia Dahlia Society 

Burholme Horticultural Society 
Greater Philadelphia Dahlia Society 
Dahlia Society of l<entucky 
East Liverpool Dahlia Society (Ohio) 

National Capitol Dahlia Society 

American Dahlia Society 
American Dahlia Society 

Southtown Dahlia Society 

Southtown Dahlia Society 
Southtown Dahlia Society 

Elberon Horticultural Society ( N. J. ) 

Elberon Horticultural Society (N. J .) 
Elberon Horticultural Society (N. J.) 

Elberon Horticultural Society ( N. J.) 
Ohio Dahlia Society (Ohio) 

SIZE 

A 
A 
A 

M 

M 

M 

M 

M 

M 

B 

B 
A 

A 

B 

A 

A 
A 
B 
B 

B 

B 

B 

B 

B 

A 
B 

B 

B 

A 

A 
A 
BB 
M 
M 

M 
B 

ABBREVIATIONS USED ABOVE : M-Small, not over 4 in. 

F. D.-Formal Decorative. 
I. D.-Informal Decorative. 
S.C.-Semi-Cactus. 

I.C.-Informal Cactus. 
Lt Bl-Light Blend. 
Bi-Bi color. 
Yel-Yellow. 

A-Large 8 in. or c;ver. 
B-Medium 4 in. to 8 in. 
BB-Small Medium 4 in. to 6 in. 

TYPE 

s.c. 
s.c. 
s.c. 
F.D. 
f .D. 
F.O. 
F. D. 
f .D. 
f .D. 
F.D. 

F.D. 
s.c. 
s.c. 
1.0. 

s.c. 
s.c. 
s.c. 
F.D. 
F.D. 
s.c. 
s.c. 
s.c. 
F.D. 
I.C. 
I.C. 
s.c. 
Ball 
I.D. 

s.c. 
I.C. 
l.C. 
Ball 

Porn 

Ball 

F.D. 

F.D. 

COLOR 

Orange 
Orange 
Orange 
White 
White 
White 
White 
White 
Red 
Yellow 

Yellow 
Pink-Yel 

Pink-Yel 
Pink-Yel 
Yel-Flame 
Yel-Flame 
Yel-Flame 
White 
White 
Pink 

Pink 

Bicolor Pur-Wh 
Bicolor Red-Wh 

Lt Bl Yel-Red 
Lt Bl Yel-Red 
Lt Bl Pink-Yel 
Pink 
Lt Bl Rose-Yel 

Lt-Bl Pink-Yel 
Lav 

White 

Orange 
Pink-Bl 

Bi Red-White 
Red 

Pur-Purple. 

Wh-White. 
Lav-Lavender. 
Soc.-Society. 

SCORE AV. SCORE 

85.4 
85.7 
86.8 
86.0 
85.7 
86.0 
·85.3 
86.0 
86.0 
86.0 
86.1 
85.7 
85.0 
85.l 

85.l 

85.3 
86.3 
85.7 

85.7 

86.0 

86.l 

85.l 
86.l 

85.6 

85.6 

85.8 
85.2 

85.6 

85.0 
87.8 

85.8 
85.0 

85.0 
85.0 
85.0 

85.1 

85.9 

85.8 

86.0 

85.3 

85.5 

85.7 

86.0 

85.6 

~ 
~ 
~ 
ll) 

t 
~ ., 
("> 

?"' 
~ 

"° <:Jl 
w 

~ 
-.:i 
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"TRICKS OF THE TRADE" 
BY FREDERICK J. KNOCKE 

The fu lluwing arc a few "tricks" that may help pro­
duce that "extra' bloom. 

Large roots may be started in flats during late April 
or early 1fay. The strongest ye is allowed to develop 
into a shoot twu or three inches long, and all other eyes 
arc completely guurrcd uut. T hi usually take two to 
fo ur weeks. The ruots arc removed from the flat when 
the shoots are about three inch s Jong. They are divided 
so that only a mall amount of the root (an inch or 
two) remains with the eye. The cut surface of the di­
vision with the eye is dusted with sulfur or spergon, 
to prevent ro tting. The base of the shoot is dusted with 
rooting hormone, in the same manner as when taking a 
cutting. The shoot with its small attached piece of root 
is planted to the usual depth of fo ur or five inches in 
tb gard 11 , the leaves being allowed to protrude from 
the soil. The planting is partially shaded for a week to 
ten days. Early growth will be slow, but once the plant 
' 'takes bold" vigorous growth and la rge blooms will be 
produced. 

Us a liltlc ni ti·ate and potasl1, an I jJll'11ty of water, 
es pecially just before show time. 

Varieties which are known to have weak stems, or 
long thin stems may I e protccte 1 with a splint of thin 
bamboo cane, about a y,t. inch in diameter and three feet 
long. Th tern is tied to the support at intervals of six 
to eight inches. The support is not removed until the 
flower is in its container at t he show, but be sure to 
r emove it before judging, because support above the 
level o[ the container will di squalify the entry. 

Some varieties have a tendency to face down. This may 
be corrected by supplying support under the bud as it 
develop , by means 0£ a wire loop attached to the end 
of a thin bamboo cane which is attached to the stem 
as de cribecl in the previous paragraph. Another method 
is to apply traction to the bud by means of a double wire 
loop, about h\'O inch es in diameter, one loop supporting 
the bud on each side of the stem. Traction is applied by 
means of string which goes through a pully attached 
above the plant. A small weight is attached to the free 
encl of the string. This has the advantage that it docs 
not require daily adjustment, as does the bamboo cane 
method. 

There is no "trick" to substitute for hard work. The 
best results are obtained by li ving with the plants from 
day to clay, catering to their needs as they develop. Each 
variety is an individual. It may take several years of 
growing in the garden to learn all its likes and dislikes. 
l\fany varieties are temperamental, and require special 
handling to produce the exhibition perfection of which 
they are capable. That is what makes growing for ex­
hibition such a challeng·e. 

Brief summary of the important points : 
1. Plant healthy stock of the best exhibition varieties. 
2. Supply good culture. 
3. Employ proper timing. 
4. Force extra size with a little nitrate and plenty 

of water. 

5. Shade the fl ower s as they open. 
6. Cut the stems uncl r water. 
7. Harden in a cool, still place for several hours. 
8. Transport to show without bruising. 
9. Cut under water again. 

10. Set up carefully . 

Good luck! I hope this article helps some new exhibi­
tors to grow better dahlias and to win awards at the 
shows. · 

At thi s point I would like to expres my indebtedness 
to the late Ernest E. Tooker, who was a true student of 
the ways and means of growing dahlias to exhibition 
perfection. H e was a keen competitor, who was always 
willing and happy to share his experience with others. 
Much of the mJ.terial in this artid is based on the 
teachings of "The Old Man." I know that he would 
be happy to have thi in formation passed along to future 
generations of exhibitors. 

(Ecl.'s Note: Share your experi ence . Send in to the 
BULLETIN cultural methods or "tricks" which have helped 
you to grow and show 1 etter dahlias. The editor will 
set aside "The Exhibitor's Corner" for this exchange 
of information in the March 1954 issue of the BULLETIN.) 

The BEST 
1n DAHLIAS 

• 

NOW IS 
THE TIME 
TO ORDER 

The catalogue is ready 

GOLDEN RULE DAHLIA FARM 
Route 2-B Lebanon, Ohio 
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LET'S MAKE A FEW CUTTINGS 
0 ften wish you had a greenhouse? Get "wrapped up" 

in a new variety ... or an old favorite? And wish you 
might have a few extra plants? 

\i\Tell, you can do it quite easily. And you only need, 
for equipment, a borrowed window storm sash and a 
few pieces of 2 x 8 planking. 

First, select the root or roots you ·wish to propagate 
... do that right now! Place them in clamp peat moss 
in a warm sunny window. 

While the dormant stock commences to "eye," you 
will have ample time to set up your "manufacturing 
plant." 

Select a sunny southern open location along the founda­
tion of the house or garage. Against the wall, . et up a 
fram work of 2 x S's just the size of your storm 
sash. (If no such location is available, then any open 
sunny spot may be used, but you will have to screen 
off the north and west side. from the cold winds. 

The soil will warm up under the gfas in a few clays. 

In the East, April tenth is the time to move your stock 
into the frame. Use half the space for the root . tock 
... plant in good soil ... lie the tubers almost flat 
ju. t below the surface ... the crown and sprouts should 
be exposed above the soil level. Put three inches of sand 
in the other side of the frame. (Sterilize th sand if 
possil'.lle.) 

HOW TO WIN ON THE SHOW TABLE 
( Co11ti11ucd from pa9c 12) 

miclcllc. The blooms plac cl last in the box will weigh 
clown the stems of those placed first and there will be 
little sh if ting. If rough handling is expected the stems 
should be tied to the floor of the box, but with careful 
handling this is not necessary. Once in the boxes, the 
Rowers arc immediately transported to the show. 

At the show, . pace to set up is obtained. If none is 
available, get t.h ~ help of the show manager to find some. 
1 est is to get to the show early, and avoid the con­
gesti()n just he for the cl ad! ine. Lo ate enough contain­
ers and fill them with water. Remove the flowers as 
rapidly as po. sibl from the boxes, cut the . tem ao-ain 
under water in a bucket brought along for tliat purpose, 
and place them in the containers. 

Prior to the show, entry cards should have been pre­
pared and show rule in the schedule carefully studied. 
The final selection of the Rowers is now made, and each 
flower is individually groomed before being placed on the 
show table. This is clone as follows: Each stem is cut to 
such length that the hottom pair of leav1.:::i c mes at the 
level oi the top of the container. The stem is supported 
at the desired position in the container by stuffing in 
waxed paper at the neck of the container. The flower 
i. inspected. Any petals out of place are g ntly replaced. 
If a few of the back petals are bruised, they may be 
carefully plucked. If only a few are plucked it is very 
difficult for the judges to be sure that this has been done. 
If it is obvious that many petals have been removed, 

Open the .ash slightly in the miclclle of t11e clay for 
good ventilation. Cover the glass at night with several 
thicknesses of heavy paper and some old blankets 
(weighted clown to avoid blmving off). Frost and cold 
must be kept out, of course. 

In about a week, the first hoots will be ready to cut. 
\i\Tater clown the sand thoroughly. Cut off the sprouts 
that are tbree inches long ... have at least two pairs 
of true leaves. Cut with razor blade, just below the 
noel es under the lowet· pair of leaves. Remove this pair 
r.f leaves. Dip the tip of the cutting in Hormone powder 
and insert it approximately a 11alf inch deep in the wet 
sand ... tamp sand firmly against base of cutting. 

Shade th cuttings for a few clays after wl1ich they 
will be able to stand the sunshine ... (muslin is a good 
shade material). \i\Tater lightly about every other clay 
.. overwatcring is to be avoided to prevent "clamp-off." 
Take new cuttings every f cw days as ready. 
In approximately two weeks from the time of setting 

cuttings in the sand, th y should be rooted. Transplant 
them into small clay pots ... 't1sing good soil ma le u11 
d one-third garden soil ... one leaf mould or humus 
and ne sand. \i\Tater thoroughly with a solution of 
Transplant.one in the water. Keep shaded for a few 
clays. In ten clays to two weeks the plant will be ready 
lo take its place in the gat·clen. 

the flower will be scored clown. A little bruising of the 
front petals may b carefully trimm cl \Vith a harp pair 
of manicure . cissors. A badly bruised flower is best dis­
canlcd. The flowers are now in the containers ready to 
be carried to the show table. The proper entL-y card 1s 
selected, and th · name of variety and exl1ibitor written 
on the card. Check the classification list to be sure that 
each variety is entered in its proper cla s. Check the 
show tables to scc where ea h entry go s, and carry it 
carefully and clir ctly to the proper place. Rough han­
dling at this st1;1ge may cause a fin flower to drop its 
lnck petals. Place on the table so as to avoid contact with 
the oth r entt·ie;;. \Vhen all finished go back and recheck 
each entry to be sure that it is correctly labcll (l ancl 
that it is entered in the correct class ac~ording- to the 
classification list. 

Now the time is up and the entries ar closed. The 
fate of the entries is in the hands of the judges. \i\Then 
the judging is over, there will be awards of which to be 
proud. vVJ1erc the other fellow wins, he must have had 
a v ry fine bloom indeed. Check with the judges if the 
prizes do not appear to have been correctly awarded. 
J\fost judges will be gfad to explain the deci ions, and 
you will get pointers which will help the next time. Check 
the winning varieties, and make note for next year. 

Relax and enjoy the show. The best part of any show 
is to visit with old friends and to make new ones, and 
to enjoy the fellowship produced by common interest in 
and love for the dahlia. That, even more than the ribbons 
and cup , makes our hobby so worthwhile. 
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THE CREAM OF THE CROP 
By DR. WARD H. CooK 

One who is called upon to judge in many shows 
must avoid all su picion of prejudice. Not only 
can he have no overpowering color likes or dis­
likes, but he houlcl cherish no favorite varieties. 
Tl1erefore, at the risk of impairing whatever 
reputation I may have earned for fairmindeclness, 
I reluctantly consented to compile and to offer 
for publication this list of superlative Dahlias in 
each type, size and color class recognized by the 
American Dahlia Society. Many very fine varie­
ties are omitted. Some even \vith a good show 
record last season for one reason or another may 
not find a place. There are Dahlias which I would 
not want to do without in my own garden, yet, 
which have little chance of winning in keen show 
competition. In every show occasional varieties 
not listed here are apt to come through with a 
ribbon. Personally, I get a real thrill when I recog­
nize some old-time favorite reappear "as good as 
ever" and properly decorated with a blue ribbon. 
Certain of these old-timers I still place high among 
the Cream of the Crop. But there should be dis­
tinct improvements in each year's crop of novel­
ties. 

Those new introductions which I believe demon­
strated outstanding prize winning qualities in 1952 
you will recognize, even in some in tances topping 
tbe choice, in their class. No doubt some of the 
highly touted foreign originations which I have 
not seen on our show tables and which I am grow­
ing for the first time this year will be among the 
winners in 1953. Likewise, exceptionally meri­
torious unclisseminatecl novelties will forge their 
·way to the front as the welcome surprises of the 
current season. Improvement of the Dahlia de­
pends in no small measure upon the test of the 
show. A few classes are still so weak that no 
outstanding variety-or at most only one-is 
available. On the other hand, some of our classes 
are already so heavy with truly great varieties, 
that it is really impossible to restrict one's selec­
tion to a mere first and second choice of potential 
winners. Nevertheless, an exhibitor fortunate in 
having clean, vigorous stock of the first and second 
choices in every class herein indicated has, in mv 
judgment, the winning of the Sweepstakes awar~l 
with his power in any show he may enter. 

This tabular listing of 552 varieties is essentially 
a personal survey. It is not the result of a statistical 
compilation of recorded winnings over the coun­
try. It is based upon wide observation and close 
critical evaluation of many hundreds of varieties .. 
old and new, in the entire range of Dahliadom. 
Varieties are here because they seem to me to 
possess in greater measure than others the highest 
quality and fev,rest faults in their respective classes. 
In not all cases are they the easiest to grow so as 
to bring out to the fullest their inherent good 
qualities. This is the chal1enge which the exhibi ­
tion grower accepts. 

The management of shading, fertilizing, water­
ing, disbudding, supporting of stems and oth r 
details necessary to success vary with the person­
ality of individual varieties. Remember, this li st 
of Dahlias focuses primarily upon the show table 
rather than garden satisfaction. However, those 
which are so highly temperamental as not to be 
reasonably dependable have not been included. 
In my opinion it is a safe list to go by. 

With the exceptions noted (where re-classin-­
cation has been recommended), the 1952 official 
classification list has been followed. The consider­
able number of varieties, however, which do not 
appear in the 1952 classification list have been 
assigned to the classes indicated hy their charac­
teristics as we have seen them. The order in which 
the colors are given is the newly adopted color 
sequence of the A.D.S. The list of B-medium varie­
ties covers the 4 to 8 inch size range. In addition, 
an attempt has been made to give a supplementary 
list of pos ible winners in the 4 to 6 inch or BB 
group under A.D.S. show rules which admit over­
size miniatures and small B-size varieties in com­
petition. "B" varieties which top the list of their 
classes in this BB group have an excellent chance 
to win in the regular B-meclium, classes. Certain 
miniatures when grown over 4 inches change their 
form, a straight cactus, for example, becoming 
incurved. 

Strongest candidates for most perfect bloom are 
denoted with symbol +, while the most likely pos­
sibilities for "largest and best bloom" are denoted 
with symbol 3:€. 



Yellow 

Orange 

Red 

Flame Blend 

Autumn 

Dark Red 

Variegated 

Bi color 

Dark Blend 

Pur!Jle 

Light Blend 

Pink 

White 

Lavender 

Yellow 

Orange 

Red 

Flame Blend 

Autumn 

Dark Red 

Variegated 

Bi color 

Dark Blend 

Purple 

Liyht Blend 

Pink 

White 

lavender 

CACTUS, IC or St. C 

+Allegresse 

Rose Ann S 

Edna D 

Fanny Levy 

Oakleigh Champion 

+Yowu Matsuoka 

Hypnose 

Uncle Dudley 

P.Valley Queen 

Clariam Royalty 

Reality 

Belle Dame 

Bay City White 

Pink Superior 

CACTUS, IC or St. C 

Labuan 

Orange Princess 

Nancy Ann Mitchell 

l(elvin Sunrise 

Copperhead 

+Juanita 

····· · ······ ·· · · 

Victory Maid 

Judy G 

Orfeo 

Eugene Black 

+Doris Hilliard 

+snowball 

Lavender Gem 

A, OVER 8 INCHES_:_FIRST CHOICE 

SEMI-CACTUS 

PPride of Parkersburg 

Prairie Fire 

pLynn Fontanne 

Collector's Item 

Ronnie Lee 

+Ami Lcuis Blin 

Figaro 

Jane Lausche 

William Evans 

Ada N 

Greater Glory 

All American 

P.Edilh Willkie 

+Marilyn Dale 

INFORMAL DECORATIVE 

Sunburst 

Betty Brester 

Red Champion 

Col. Little 

+Pirate Treasure 

P.Mrs. Hester A. Pape 

Dixie Wine Dot 

Cornell 

Autu111n Blaze 

l<e111p's Purple Triu111ph 

Helen Stafford 

P.l<elvin 

Winifred Stredwick 

P.Powder Puff 

B, 4 TO 8 INCHES-FIRST CHOICE 

SEMI-CACTUS 

+Edgar A. Guest 

Rackley Orange 

+Terpo 

Bataan 

l<oongara Radiance 

Breendonck 

Purple !(night 

+Maryland Beauty 

Nay Aug 

Bill Jack 

Doge 

INFORMAL DECORATIVE 

Orange Fla111e 

Vic 

Caroline l<ernochan 

Maharajah 

Crystal Surprise 

+ca111pus Queen 

Eventide 

+Hill's Pink Supreme 

+Wind lassie 

Pretty Lady 

FORMAL DECORATIVE 

+Prairie Sun 

•:• Don Jose 

Croydon Crimson 

P.Arthur Godfrey 

l<irsten Flagstad 

Bull ' s Eye 

Tiara 

Julia l<eech 

Deep Purple 

Five Star General 

Stardust 

D'Arcy Sainsbury 

+Lavender Perfection 

FORMAL DECORATIVE 

Sparkler 

Indian Paint Brush 

Fireball 

Ballego·s Glory 

+Golden Treasure 

Deep Velvet 

Haslerova 

Frances Hanna 

Selwood Glory 

Marshall A. Howe 

+Betty Blossom 

+Jersey Beauty 

+Alabaster 

Frances H. Archer 

•:•1952 Classification List .11.FDAu 

•:•samba if classified "B" 
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Yellow 

Oraoge 

Red 

Flam!! Blend 

Autumn 

Dark Red 

Variegated 

Bicolor 

Dark Blend 

Purple 

Light Blend 

Pink 

While 

Lavender 

CACTUS, IC or St C 

Derring Do Yellow 
Juane La Belle 
Darle V. 

':'+Miss Myrtle Beach 
Dorothy Lamour 
Patricia Spollen 

King Size 
Son of Satan 
Gen era I Eisenhower 

Angelus 

Stephen Foster 
3;tPin Wheel 

Clara Hook 
Gold Coin 

Detroit 250 
Big Mo 

Samba 

Aristos 

Arabian Night 

Crowning Glory 
Golden Jupiter 

Sarett's Pink Flamingo 
Pride of Holland 

Dandy Snow 

Irene Dunne 
Nellie Retzer 

A, OVER 8 INCHES-SECOND CHOICE 

SEMI-CACTUS 

New Look 
+My Memories 

Hoosier Marvel 
Tops 

Miss Phyllis Vohland 

Maffie 
The Cardinal 
FOl·est Ranger 

Link's Sensation 
Don L. 

Special Award 
Amelia Earhart 

Val's Delight 
Virginia Rute 
Black Monarch 
l(oonuara Royal 

Shelbourne Sunset 

Hollywood Star 
Cheadle Park 
Jean Trimbee 

Sensation 
B. C. 
Empire State 

Irene Rich 
Cymbie 

Graf Folke Bernadotte 

M ii grove 

INFORMAL DECORATIVE 

Annette 
Burnbrae's Memories 
Queen Elizabeth 
Quinn's Tidal Wave 

Murphy's Masterpiece 
Red Chief 

Cosmopolitan 

3;tCroydon Masterpiece 
Axford Triumph 
Sherwood Peach 
Carl G. Dahl 

Cherokee Brave 

Pfarrer Rojek 

Kentucky Sp::rlsman 

The Volunteer 
Glamour 

Majestat 
Mother Koenig 

Frieda Gaylord 

Madonna 
Mother's Day 
Great Lakes 

Nearest Blue 
Rudolf Motznick 

FORMAL DECORATIVE 

Montgomery 
Bessie H ardress 

Volcano 

Pop Harris 
Croydon Siunal 

Marjory Nolan 

Stellaette 
Commando (Australian) 
De Molay 

Jeanette 
Phantom 
Miss Liberty 

King David 
Purple Dawn 

l<icld's Climax 

Virginia B. Taggert 

+Heavenly White 
Emma Caroline 
The Real Glory 

Ruth Nichols 
Marybelle 
June Nolan 

':'1952 Classification Li st AStCAu 
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CACTUS, IC or St. C 

Yellow Flirt 
Finesse Anversoise 
Refugee 
Capt. Si Iver man 

Ol'anue l<oni ngen Juliana 
Agnes E. James 
Hillside Beauty 

Red Victory Day 
Monty 
Aristocrat 
Brilliant 

Flame Blend ·· ·· ············ 

Autumn Connie Casey 
Rheingold 
Pari Tara Gold 

Dark Red Grandezza 
Marika Rock 
Blackbird 
Smokey 

Variegated . . .............. 

Bi color Flash 
Farncot 
Brioso 

Dark Blend ·· ·· · · ······· · ·· 

Purple Daisy Ethel 
'~ Marion Glenn 

Zenith 
Dot'een E. 

Light Blend ':'M me. Clementine Payen 
Aumonier Chandelon 
Blendette 
Firegleam 

Pin le Mme. Elizabeth Sawyer 
Chuck's Pink 
Fair Maid 
Grace 

White Florence Chadwick 

Lavender Lyrieck 
Top Score 
Mme. C. Jussiant 

B, 4 TO 8 INCHES- SECOND CHOICE 

SEMI-CACTUS 

Scarsdale Sun 
Full Moon 

Duindgit 

Nicky I<. 
Scarlet Leader 

Laetare 
Shiela Brunton 

Golden Rectitude 

Colbert 

Wood land Peach 
Laura B. 
Bruder Justinus 
Nick's Orchid 

Bond 's Memory 
Mrs. Dean Acheson 

':' Miss Rose Fletcher 

Michigan White 
Purity 

Michigan Orchid (Collins) 
Dorothy Schmidt 
The Bartered Bride 

INFORMAL DECORATIVE 

Anna Benedict 

Wanda Meade 

Frills 
Victory Eclipse 

White Winner 

Little Eddie 
The Detroit Times 

FORMAL DECORATIVE 

Gay 

Ambassador van l<leffens 
Flaming Sunset 

Barbarosa 

Rose Glow 
Brandaris 

Abe Lincoln 

Gypsy Gil'I 

Lois Walther 
Jack of Hear ts 

+Ruby Glow 
Tall and Ha ndsome 

Florence M. 
Lakeside Beauty 
Leah Pearl 
I< i ng Peter II 

Gerrie Hoek 
D-Day 

Mayor Ring 
Zero 

Blue Jersey 

•:• If re-classified SC would be 2nd 
choice BSCPr. 

':'If re-c lassified would be 2nd 
choice BIC L. 

':<St. C in 1952 Classification List. 
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Yellow 

Orange 

Red 

Flame Blend 

Autumn 

Dark Red 

Variegated 

Bi color 

Dark Blend 

Purple 

Light Blend 

Pink 

White 

Lavender 

INCURVED CACTUS 

+Mrs. Willicombe 
l<arolinchen 

Rheingold 
Pari Tara Gold 

Farncot 
Brioso 

Pin Up 

+silvretta 
Norma Jean 

•:•Margaret Rose 

Julius C. Bunge 

Little Linda 

Bedford Beauty 

':'1952 Classilicalion list 
B SC Lt. Bl. 

STR.llJG HT CACTUS 

+Yellow Special 
+Finesse Anversoise 

Jack Reid 

Gay Salute 

Aristocrat 
Ruby Charm 
Joan Gibbs 

John L. Stevens 

Zenith 

+ste. Therese 
Montafon 
Glenrowan 
Loveliness 

Grace 
Marger·y Blake 
Vivianne C1Jppens 

Lombaert's Albino 

Betsy T. 

BB, 4 TO 6 INCHES 

SEM I-C.11.CTUS 

+Yellow Elegance 
Arabeske 

Andrie 's Orange 

Nicky I<. 

Tilbury's Starlight 
Shiela Brunton 
Nar 

Sabine 

Dubonnet 

Little Shiek 
Blue Star 

Lombaert's Violet 

+val St. Lambert 
Elodie I<. 
Miss Elsie Jane 

•:•+Miss Rose Fletclm 
Graziella Samivera 
Little Diamond 
Jubilant ( Bruidegom) 

Purity 
Willy Flaton 

Royalty 

':'1952 Classification Lis\ 
B St. G Pk. 

INFORMAL DECORATIVE 

Roys Yellow 

Forest Fire Jr. 

Peach Glo 

Rickey 

Wanda Meade 

Ra11ture 

Anjerdries 

Little Eddie 

~'--

FORMAL DECORATIVE 

Gay 
Canary 

Ambassador v. l<leffens 

Shirley Westwell 

Rose Glow 

Old Gold 

Ike 

+Gypsy Girl 

Saint Nick 

+Ruby Glow 

Leah Pearl 

Ger·rie Hoek 
Baby Fonteneau 

Dave Platt 
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Yellow 
Orange 

Red 
Flame Blend 

Autumn 
Dark Red 
Variegated 

Bi color 
Dark Blend 
Purple 

Liuht Blend 

Pink 
White 
Lavender 

Yellow 

Orange 
Red 

Flame Blend 
Autumn 
Dark Red 

Variegated 
Bi color 

Dark Blend 
Purple 
Light Blend 

Pink 

White 

Lavender 

CACTUS. IC or St. C 

+Belle 

Ruby Charm 

Favorita 

John l. Stevens 
':' Firefly 

+Hazel Han1er 
Little Peaches 
Little Linda 
Betsy T. 

CACTUS IC or St. C 

Jack Reid 

Miss Stone 
Joan Gibbs 

Doreen Crnne 

Mab 
l(ay 
Norma Jean 
Animato 
Amaroso 
Chana 
Lombaert's Albino 
Snow Prince 

MINIATURES- FIRST CHOICE 

SEMI-CACTUS 

+Aralleske 
Andrie's Orange 
Double Victory 

':' Petit Prince 

Dubonnet 

+Little Shiek 

Lornbaert' s Violet 

Homeacre's Sweetest 
Jullilant (Bruidegom) 
Geneva Crystal White 

Estelle 

INFORMAL DECORATIVE 

Roy's Yellow 

Cinnamon Gem 
Chico 
Jullilant ( Dahliadel) 

+onah 

Rickey 

+Duke 

Anjerdries 

Little Joanne 

MINIATURES- SECOND CHOICE 

SEMI-CACTUS 

Tip 
Lustre 

':'Atomic Ray 

Blue Star 

Fuchsia Gem 
Petit Sonne 
Susan R 

':' Chips 
Graziella Sarnivera 
Little Diamond 
Pink Lady (Australian) 
Snowsprite 

Delaware Royal 
Royalty 

INFORMAL DECORATIVE 

Elsie Crellin 
Passepal'tout 

Red Fire 
Bronze Elsie 

Rapture 

Ming 

FORMAL DECORATIVE 

Little Lemon Drop 
Peggy Li ncl fey 

Jennie A. 

+Decoy 
Fuzzy Wuzzy 
Buddy 

Zest 

Royaletta 

Bo Bo 
Baby Fonteneau 

+Agatha 

Nellie Sliee 

FORMAL DECORATIVE 

Cheryl Anne 
Canary 

Red Rollin 
Nancy 

Buckeye Bally 
Ballego's Maroon Gem 
Freda 
Ike 

Funny Face 
Red Shadow 
Promis ing Surprise 
Bright Idea 

Princess Royal 
Fairy 
Coral Blend 

Bright Lass 
Pink Lady ( Dahliadel) 

White Fawn 

Little Susan 
Prairie Thistle 
Symphony 

':'1952 Classification List MS C Au 

':'1952 Classification List MStC 01· 

~'1952 Classification List MSCR 

';1952 Classification List 
MIDLtBI 
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A.D.S. COMMITTEES FOR 1953 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE: 

Edward B. Lloyd, Conrad Frey, Lynn B. Dudley, Gor­
don Waascr, Warren Maytrott, George Fraser, Leo 
Pollak. 

No.l\IENCLATURE Cou:rvJITTEE: 

Dr. Charles H. Connors, Clzairinan Registration; Dr. 
Edward McDade, Classification. 

CLASSIFICATION Co1vrMITTEE: 

Dr. Edward 1IcDade, Cha irman; J. Louis Roberts, 
Henry Olsen, Dr. Bruce Preas, Charles Diffenderf­
fer, Dr. C. H. Rike (Alternate). 

PuBLICITY CoMl\IITTEE: 

Otto Aumuller, Chairman; Paul Frese, Edward B. 
Lloyd, Gordon Waaser, Dr. Ward Cook, Lynn Dud­
ley, J. W. Johnston, E. L. D. Seymour. 

EnucATION CouMITTEE: 

Dr. Charles H. Connors, Chairman; C. Merrill Brown, 
E. J. Wind, Ralph Berry, Mrs. C. V. Smith, Mrs. 
Sarah \tVoods, Otto Aumuller, Prof. C. E. Wildon. 

Snow Col\IMITTEE: 

Emil Berzau, Chair /I/ an-Show 1ll a11agcr. 
Schedule: \i\T arrcn 11aytrott, Dr. F. Knocke and H. 

Olsen. 
how Report: Dr. ·ward Cook, Otto Aumuller. 

Classification: Roy Webb, Dr. Ed. McDade. 
Show Set Up and Break Up: Messrs. Revel, Lloyd, 

Pitts, Yeager, Franks, Mohr and Parrella. 
Judges: Conrad Frey, Chairman. 

Chairman, Judges, Clerks-Charles Stoeckel. 
Awards: Messrs. Schneider, Webb and Yeager. 
Garden Club: Mrs. G. Humble, C hairmcm. 

TRIAL GARDEN COMMITTEE: 

Edward B. Lloyd, Chairman; Conrad Frey, Co-Chair­
mmi; Otto Aumuller, Co-Chairman; Dr. Charles 
Connors, C. Rissmeyer, R. Moffett, Prof. C. E. Wil­
don, J. Louis Roberts, Hon. G. F. Currie, C. E. Faust. 

MEMBE:RSHIP Co11MITTEE: 

John Metzger, Chairman; Dr. Parker, Henry Cory, 
Oliver Slmrtleff, Clarence R. Kallquist, Louise Klein­
j ohn, Albert Parrella, E. J. vVind, H. Dewey Mohr, 
Warren Maytrott, J. Ralph Berry, Mrs. L. Hislop, 
F. A. Alleva, Mrs. Grace Swanson, Noel Scott, Ray­
mond Grass, William Tilton, Robert Connal. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE: 
H. Dewey Mohr, Chairman; Charles Schneider, Jesse 

Strauss. 

NoMINATING Co IMITTEE: 
Dr. Bruce Preas, Chainnon; Leo L. Pollak, George R. 

Currie (Hon.), Henry Cory, Lynn Dudley. 

A.D.S. SEEDLING SWEEPSTAKE COMMITTEE: 

Lynn Dudley, Chairman; Dr. Ward Cook, Dr. Fred 
Ynocke, Conrad Frey, Otto Aunmller. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE : 

Joseph Gambi, Will J. Stone, Harry Frank. 

For Your 1953 Garden 
Terpo 
Decoy 

B, ID-Winner of the Mrs. Louis B. Tim Trophy, A.D.S. Show. 
Sensational Orange Red Tipped Miniature Decorative. 

Black Bird -
Mme. Andries a 

Montafon 

Gay Song 

Polonaise 
Wedding March 

The Best Black Cactus. 
St. C-Rose Pink Cream center, Sport of Aumonier Chandelon. 

Lavender Miniature Cactus, Fern-like foliage, Wiry stems. 
(A winner in the Basket Clas es.) 

The Finest Exhibition Collarette, Bright Raspberry, White 
Collar. 

Bordeaux Purple, White Collarette. 
A New White Collarette. Long Stems. 

ROOTS ONLY-$3.00 Net 

Price List Now Available 

EVERGREEN FA.RM Elberon, New Jersey 
Livingston McDowell M. F. Untermeyer, Jr. 
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DAHLIA CULTURE 
By ROY W. WEBB, A.D.S. Vice President 

\Vhen om Editor asked me to write this little article 
was happy that be told me that I would not have to 

say anything about "timing" a timing bas always been 
my greatest weakness, just never can hit the show r·ight, 
weather gets too hot or too coul, too wet or too dry, 
or somdhing always comes along to upset the applecart. 

THE GARDEN SITE 
upposc I should start with the selection of the site, 

but am not going to, becau e 99% of us use what we 
have o;· we just don't plant dahlias. But, I will just men­
tion a couple of things to avoid. First don't expect to 
grow dahlia near cut leaf maple or other trees that have 
a wide spread of roots-it can't be done with much suc­
cess. Second, dahlias mu t have drainage ... they can't 
stand wet f et for any length of time. So, use your own 
back yard-or as much of its a your wife or mother 
will permit. Dahlias really should have some sunshine, 
IJut they don't have to have full sunsbin all day. Many 
of the best blooms een on the show table were 0 Town 
in partial shade, either natural or man-made shade. And 
ground that will produce good corn and/or potatoes will 
produce good dahlia , but you may have to do a little 
assist to make it procluc . For example when I started 
to grow dahlias (right where I grow them now) the 
ground was rn hard that I had to use a pick to loosen 
the soil, and it was all sub-soil, partly hardpan and 
partly shale rock, which bad been left after the coal 
company had scraped the surface soil off to fill the pot 
holes left by mine caves. The first year I had pretty good 
dahlias over the filled-in pot holes, but the rest of the 
planting was pretty much of a failure. So, all the next 
winter I clumped the anthracite coal ash from the home 
furnace on the garden, pe1·haps three to four inches of 
it, and as soon as the ground was dry enough to work 
in the spring I dug these ashes in just as deep as I could 
with a spading fork. I kept the same coal ash operation 
up for the next several years . . . meanwhile adding 
cow manure to the a hes and planting dahlias each year. 
The result is that the surface of the garden is several 
inches higher than it vvas in the beginning, but it digs 
easy and is soft enough for the feed roots to go out and 
find nourishment. 

PREP .ARATION 
Dig as deeply as practical and be sure the soil is well 

broken up. If on the clay side, add coal ashes or and 
and thoroughly mix. I like to broadcast 20% super-phos­
phate over the entire garden thick enough so you can 
easily see it, no harm will be done if used too thick. Do 
this before spading the plot. Next fall it will help if you 
will scatter winter rye over the entire garden, early 
enough for it to get a start before cold weather sets in, 
early September before you even think of cutting the 
dahlias clown or digging. The rye dug under the follow­
ing spring· will add much humus to the soil and help 
to produce better dahlias. 

PLANTING 
Set your stakes before planting, otherwise damage 

may be don to the roots that you have placed in the 
ground. I used to drive the stakes but have since changed 
to using a bar to make the holes (a crow bar) and find 
that the stakes stand straighter and also last longer. Set 
the stakes three feet apart each way (if the plot is big 
enough) otherwise closer in small plots like I have to 
work with. Next dig the holes as close to the stake as 
possible, at least six inches deep and large enough so 
the root will not be crowded. At this stage I like to put 
a handful of a mixture of dri cl cow manure and bone 
meal in the hole and stir it up with a small shovel which 
I keep for this particular purpose. Next place the root 
in the hole FLAT with the eye up and near the stake 
(don't plant the root on end). Then just barely cover 
the root with soil and let nature do the next operation 
to this particular root. As the shoot grows up through 
the soil keep pulling in more soil until the hole is filled. 

CULTIVATION 
Th older I get the less inclined to cultivating I be­

come. BUT, keep the weeds out. I believe that the main 
benefit of cultivating i to keep the weeds out, so keep 
after the weeds-cv n to hand pulling, which I do plenty 
of. Too much cultivating, on many gardens only aids 

rosion each time it rains. Besides many tender feed 
roots are torn loose by cultivating. 

TIEING 
As soon as the plant i tall enough, perhaps a foot 

high, it should be tied loosely to the stake with flat tape 
or pieces of cloth. Keep up the tieing program all the 
way till frost, a big wind can make one sick to find his 
choice dahlia plants ruined because they were not tied 
in time. 

SPRAYING 
Personally I am too lazy to spray, BUT, I do du t 

and often. I can dust the whole garden in a matter of 
minutes while it would take hour and hard work to 
spray. Get a o·ood duster and save yourself a lot of hard 
work. Personally, I use 1 % Parathion and 5% DDT and 
this is all. I realize that much bas been said about the 
clanger of parathion to humans, but it has never harmed 
me as I use care and try not to inhale any of the <lust, 
in fact I try not to let any of it get in my eyes or on my 
skir~ and always wash well with soap after du ting the 
garden. We who use DDT find that red spicier take over 
unless something is clone about these little pests. I have 
found that parathion works best for me. 

DISBUDDING 
To get suitable stems it is necessary to disbucl and also 

to disbranch in most cases. This is clone by removing 
two of the clusters of three bud at the end of each 
stem, then working clown the stem and removing the 
new growth at the brnckets, where the brackets grow 
out of the stem, for as far clown as the length of stem 
wanted seems to indicate, usually three or four leaf 
brackets down each stem or lateral. Some varieties want 
to produce too many laterals, so it is necessary to remove 
the excess in order to have exhibition blooms. Some 
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growers also like to pinch out the tops of the plants when 
the third set of leaves appear, I seldom do thi s any more 
as it delays the first bloom and seems to stunt the plant 
of some varieties. 

WATERING 
A light watering is worse than nothing, so when you 

water do a real soaking job of it. Dahlias like a lot of 
water, es pecially at blooming time, but as stated earlier 
t11ey can't stand wet feet. 

FERTILIZING 
I believe Lhat more good dahlias are ruined by over­

fertilizing than by all other things together. So I do very 
little after planting. If a little push is wanted, about 
August 1st sprinkle a small handful of any commercial 
fertilizer that is low· in nitrogen and high in both phos­
phorus and potash, say a 4-10-12, around each plant and 
very lightly scratch the soil, \V etting thoroughly so as 
to carry the food clown to the roots. 

SHADING 
All the best large blooms exhibited 11ave been s1iaded 

in one way or another. Cloth house, lath house, bushel 
basket, umbrella or what have you. \i\Tben I use any­
thing, it is an umbrella tied ·ecurely to either the stake 
supporting the bloom that is being groomed or to an 
extra stake set just so it can best protect the bloom. 
Some varieti s lose the proper color if shaded for too 
long, so care must be taken. 1fost varieties should be 
sh.aded when the bu l starts to open full and the shade 
maintained until the bloom is cut. Larger size and better 
condition will be maintained if blooms are shaded from 
the hot sun of mid-day and from rain. 

CUTTING 
Exhibition blooms should never be cut in the heat of 

the clay. Rather, the blooms for tomorrow's show be se­
lected and marked before dark. After dark have some one 
hold the flash! ight and you cut the tem (longer than 
wanted) with a sharp knife slanted up, trim off all the 
leaves except the two upper sets, and place the stems 
in deep cool water in a cool protected place to harden 
until ready to pack for the show tomorrow. However, 
when placing in the water, again cut the stem off (about 
an inch) thi s time under water and don't remove until 
ready tu pack .for the trip to the show. 

TRANSPORTING 
I like to use large Oorist boxes well li11ecl with wax 

flori st paper with a paper pillow, covered with wax paper, 
across each encl of the box. In the actual packing, select 
the lu11gest stems and largest blooms fit·st, place on the 
pill ow su that the head extends just over the pillow. 
\\Tork the blooms in first one end and then the other of 
the box so you will finish at the middle. By tucking the 
ends of the stems under the stems of blooms already in 
the box you tend to secure the blooms so they won't 
shift around much in transit. Don't crowd the blooms 
in the box, rnthcr use more boxes, as blooms rubbing 
against each other only bruise and become unfit to ex­
hibit. The boxes should be packed very early in the morn­
ing so the trip can be made and the show room reached 
before the heat of the clay and set up completed before 
the last minute rush. When the show room is reached 
the blooms should be removed one at a time and again 
cut under water so they can best freshen up after the 
trip. 
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DAHLIA SHOW DATES 
• 

Many reports are arriving, just as we go to press. 
Since this article must be set to tyve late, we only specify 
Name of Society and dates of Shows. Read the indi­
vidual reports of each Society in this issue. 

Kitsap County Dahlia Society-August 20 to 23. 
Orange County Dahlia Society-August 22 and 23. 
Washington State Dahlia Society-August 29 and 30. 
San Leandro Dahlia Society-August 29 and 30. 
Peekskill Dahlia and Gladiola Society-September 5. 
Dahlia & Plant Specialists of Greater Cleveland-

September 5 and 6. 
Wisconsin Dahlia Society-September 12 and 13. 
North J ersey Dahlia Society-September 12 and 13. 

DAHLIA SOCIETY of OHIO and MID WEST 
DAHLIA CONFERENCE-September 12 and 13. 

Burholme Horticultural Society- September 18 and 19. 
Long I sland Dahlia Society- September 19. 
East Liverpool Dahlia Society-September 19 and 20. 
Portland Dahlia Society-September 19 and 20. 
Indianapolis Dahlia Society-September 19 and 20. 
Dahlia Society of Tennessee- September 19 and 20. 
Rochester Dahlia Society-September 20. 
Baltimore Dahlia Society- September 20 and 21. 
AMERICAN DAHLIA SOCIETY-September 22 

and 23. 

Hagerstown Dahlia Society-September 2-J. and 25. 
Greater Philadelphia Dahlia Society-September 25 

and 26. 
Dahlia Society of Alabama-September 26 and 27. 
Ohio Valley Dahlia Society- September 26 and 27. 
Southtown Dahlia Clul -September 26 and 27. 
Dahlia Society of Keutucky- Septembcr 26 and 27. 
G1·eater Kansas City Dahlia Society- September 26 

and 27. 
National Capital Dahlia Society-September 26 and 27. 
Virginia Dahlia Society-September 28 and 30. 
Southern States Dahlia As ociation-October 3 and 4. 
Central Valley Dahlia Society- October 10 and 11. 

EXHIBITING 

Have your class numbers written clown in advance and 
make sure the right entry tag is attached to the right 
entry, many entries arc disqualified at every show because 
tags have not been re-checked after being placed on the 
table. Check you entries and cut any stems under water 
that seem to be wilting, at the same time double check 
your entries. Try and relax, take it easy until the judg­
ing is finished, then see how you made out . . . win or 
lose, be a good sport. 
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The American 
DAHLIA SOCIETY, Inc. 

ORGANIZED MAY 10, 1915 

"The Society is formed for the purpose of stimulating 
intere t in and promo·ting the culture and development of 
the Dahlia; to e tablish a standard nomenclature; to test 
out new varieties and give them such recognition as 
they deserve; to study the diseases of ·the Dahlia and 
find remedies for same, and to di seminate information 
relating to this flower; to secure uniformity in award­
ing prizes al flower shows, and to give exhibition when 

deemed advisable." 

ANmmw J. :MuLCAlIY, President 
20 Marshall venue, Floral Park, L. I., New Yark. 

GORDON F. vV AASER, Editor 
378 Penn ylvania Ave., Freeport, New York 

DR. FREDERICK ]. KNOCKE, Secretary 
2616 ArJjngton Ave., New York City 

HENRY A. OLSEN, Treasurer 
45 Clement Ave., Elmont, New York 

Editorial 

'vVhat has the A.D.S. done for us? This query from 
a member of one of our valued Affiliated Socie6cs 
merits a reply. 

In the first place, had there not been a parent organ­
ization, the chances are that your own Society would not 
today exist ! 

In the early decade of the century, few in this country 
were interested in growing Dahlias ... the Dahlia, as 
we know it today just did not exi t. Colors ... for the 
most part, were dull and unattractive, and most varieties 
were best known for their weak stems that could not hold 
the flowers up. 

A group of men who envisioned the possibilities of this 
Aovver banded themselves together and formed the 
American Dahlia Socjety for the purpose of advancing 
the culture of the Dahlia. They worked hard and chipped 
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in to pay the bills which encouraged hybridizing and 
scientific study. 

Soon, better eecls were being produc d by eliminating 
from br eding operations all but the best existing sorts. 
So it became necessary to establish the first Official Trial 
Garden (at Storr' , Conn.) to test and appraise the new­
comers again t the .best named varieties. 

Nomenclature was not neglected . . . there was an 
early compilation of names and descriptions . . . some 
7000 varieties. Under the capable direction of Dr. 
Marshall Howe this list was kept up to date, and at his 
death, was turned over to Dr. Charles Connors, who 
today at Rutgers University edits and records each 
eason' additions . . . this is the most comprehensive 

list of Dahlias in the world. 
Need was also felt for the exchange of ideas . . . 

improved culture and a variety of Dahlia 'chit-chat'. 
The hustling pioneers then established the publication of 
a quarterly magazine of the Society ... the BULLETIN ... 
which is today acknowledged the most informative Dahlia 
publication extant. Here you read the news of many 
other local societies- here you publish your own news 
- here you profit by informative cultural tips. The 
BULLETIN binds u all into a mor clo ely knit Dahlia 
fraternity. 

The first all Dahlia Show in the U. S. A. was the 
A.D.S. Show in New York City. 

Standards were set by the A.D.S. and from time 
to time improved. These standard are today recognized 
in most jmportant Shows everywhere. 

Gradually, improved stiff stemmed varieties appeared. 
That eliminated short stemmed flowers being exhibited 
in milk bottles and was the forerunner of today's beauti­
ful shows. 

·within a few short years of the birth of the Dahlia 
Society, there were some eventy concerns cngao·ed in 
the Commercial Dahlia business. Dahlias were being 
grown all thru the New England States and in Cali­
fornia . . . some growers were spccjalizing in the flower 
in the great Mid-west. 

An A.D.S. President, the late Derrill 'vV. Hart 
became t11e 'Father of the Honor Roll'. Derrill traveled 
wherever new seedlings were being grown and evaluated 
them against exis6ng sorts. In that day, we were ONLY 
looking for varieties that were definitely better. Glance 
over the lists of varieties on those Honor Rolls ... you 
will rarely see a 'duel'. 

Today, you arc perusing this issue of the BULLETIN. 
lt is made possible only because of the hard work ... 
the strict adherence to an unselfish purpose of the 
founding fathers. And is today being continued by a 
group of intelligent officers ... relatively f w in num­
bers . . . but who have an aggregate capacity that 
will match any efforts you will find on contemporary 
projects. All offer their services without compensation 
of any sort .. . none looks for a pat on the back or any 
praise. 

Each asks now .. . what are you ... valued Affiliated 
or Branch Society . . . doing for this fine cause ... the 
advancement of the Dahlia? 

The A.D.S. has given much and will continue to do 
so-asks nothing in return except friendly co-operation. 
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A MESSAGE TO THE BRANCH SOCIETIES 
This is written on the train to Cleveland after attend­

ing the Annual Meeting and Banquet of the American 
Dahlia Society at the Hotel Statler in New York. The 
purpose of my visit was three-fold: ( 1) to meet some of 
my old friends and make new ones, (2) as a representa­
tive of the Dahlia Society of Ohio to extend a formal 
invitation to their members to attend the Mid-West Show 
in Cleveland September 12th and 13th, and (3) to pro­
pose for their consideration an innovation, i.e. a meeting 
conducted by the A.D.S. at the Mid-West. 

It was a real pleasure to fulfill the first one. As to 
the second, we knew in advance many would be on 
hand for our Show without this special invitation. 
Nevertheless there are good indications the number will 
I e increased as a result of this personal appeal. But as to 
this third objective, just what could our hopes be on this 
core? How could such a meeting be made to appear 

attra tive to the A.D.S. n acceptance of the idea 
would commit their officers and members to travel to 

leve1and in sufficient number to conduct a meeting. 
1'.fore than one possible obj e tion flitted through my mind. 

The reception I received was overwhelming. Every­
one went out f his way to be friendly. I was tr ated 
like a big shot. (Thankful to say I shrank to size on 
the way home.) In due course, at the bu iness meeting 
J, r -prcscnted the proposal for an A.D.S. meeting at 

1 vcland. And would you believe it-not a dis enting 
voice was heard ! Not one! The motion carried exactly 
as originally prnposed. 

·with this official action, the A.D.S. has definitely sig­
nified their willingness to extend their activities into the 
hinterland. We hope they will continue to do so and, 
if there is enough interest shown by us, we believe they 

will. One way to encourage this would be to cooperate 
in making this som thing more than a one-way proposi­
tion. We could do this if every branch society would send 
at least one representative to the A.D.S. Annual Meet­
ing. vVhere a society is located some distance from New 
York, possibly they could arrange to pay a part of the 
expenses of such a trip. Is there something new, some 
change your society would like to suggest? If so, send 
one or more delegates to the Annual Meeting. No letter, 
telegram or long distance call is as effective as a personal 
appearance. 

Fellow members of Branch and Affiliate Societies, we 
belong· to a national organization working in the interest 
of the Dahlia. In the top place and on clown are men 
of integrity and high caliber. Let's nurture this organiza­
tion. Yes, it has imperfection -some of which are to be 
expected where there are no paid workers and wh re tbe 
willing horse i loaded down with more than his hare. 
From our encl, we can ee that our ociety is sending in 
reports of its activities to Trrn BULLETIN regularly and 
on time. We can make certain that someone is designated 
to send the chairman of the Classification Committee a 
report on all winners at our show and classification data 
on current introductions. \Ve can appoint a capable 
memb r to act as correspond nt with the Show Sweep­
stakes Award committee. We can ke p our eyes open for 
anything of intere t to the dah lia world at large and send 
it to the editor of Trrn BULLETIN. 

L t's remember when we are asking, "What is the 
American Dahlia Society doing for us?" to also ask, 
''\i\That are we doing for th merican Dahlia Society?" 

J. RALPH BERRY, 
Dahlia Society of Ohio. 

THE LONG ISLAND DAHLIA SOCIETY 
A dahlia grower is a mo t optimistic person who, after 

me ting with all kinds of adverse growing weather, loss 
of many of hi roots over the winter, listening to his bet­
ter half wailing "I am only a Dahlia widow," takes it 
all with a smile and on the very first mild clay in late 
winter, opens up the catalogs that had accumulated on 
the top of his dresser, makes up his mind as to the va­
rieties he wants, esp cially the newer creations, places his 
order [or sam , then hopes and pray for a more favor­
able growing period in the current year. 

So that now brings us to an a cumulation of dahlia 
growers, male and female, under the banner of The Long 
Tslancl Dahlia Society, who are already discus ing the 
elaborate plan for its Ninth All-Dahlia Show to be helcl 
on Saturday, Septemhcr 19th, at the Plattdeut che Park, 
on H mpstead Turnpike, Franklin Square, Long Island, 
N. Y., and jf the weather man lives up to his promise 
this show should surpass any of the previous ones irre­
spective as to how good they had been. 

Out-of-towners who intend visiting the New York Show 
of the A.D.S. on September 22nd and 23rd, would be 
missing a surprising treat if they did not leave for New 
York the week previous, in order to visit the Long Is­
land Show. Either before this show or after, take a short 

spin to visit the picturesqu Official Trial Garden at 
Farmingdale, traveling along some of the country' most 
sceni - parkways . Don't worry about a c nveyance; let 
us do that for you. Hope to see you. Sur , I know you 
are going to make this trh, o inform our s cretary, 
please. 

The 1953 fficer arc Emil Z i-zau, president; Jame. W. 
Lawless, vice-presid nt in charge of exhibitions and 
shows; 'vV. P. Em t, vice-pr siclent in charge of member­
ship; Thomas Y"uzcnka, vice-president in charge of pub­
licity; Mrs. J. R. Stack, 20 Lexington St., F lornl Park, 
N. Y., trea urer; and Lawrence Palminteri, 85-38 lOSth 
Street, Richmond Hill, N. Y., secretary. 

The annual dinner held on Saturday, February 14th, 
held at the same place where the show will be h ld, as 
usual, was a huge success. Dancing to a fine orchestra, 
on a spaciou floor, no crowding, was indulged in until 
the wee hours of the following morning. In between 
dances the guests were entertained by some wonderful 
memb r talent. '0le would be remiss if we did not men­
tion the wonderful table decoration of very fine season­
able cut flowers. 

0. J. AUMULLER. 
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The Dahlia Society of Ohio 
Welcomes the T-wentieth Mid-West 

Dahlia Conference 
I wish to extend a cordial 

invitation to the members of 
the American Dahlia Society 
and friends to participate in 
the }.fol-West Dahlia Show 
to be held on September 12 
and 13, 1953, at the Rollen­
d n Hotel, Cleveland, Ohio. 

LEONARD F. FEURST 

Our committee on arrange­
ments have succeeded in 
their efforts to make this 
Show the best ever. Do not 
fail to attend, as many new 
f ea tu res have been plann cl 
for your pleasure. 

vVe are anticipating cnter­
Cleveland, "the finest Location in taining you here in 

the Nation." 

Cordially yours, 
LEON ARD F. FEURST, 

President Dahlia ociety of Ohio 
Mid-West Dahia Conference. 

At the Annual Meeting of the Dahlia Society of 
Ohio in January, the following officers for 1953 were in­
stall eel: Leonard F. Fuerst, president (who will auto­
matically become the pre ident of the twentieth Mid-West 
Dahlia Conference) ; Bernard Henke, Sidney Mayhall, 
Mrs. Ernest Milchrist and Freel Jone of Canton, vice­
presiclents; Joseph Kavinsky, corresponding ecretary; 
Mrs. Angela Danko, recorclino- ecrctary and John Ka­
vinsky, treasurer. 

1fr. E. ]. Wind was named Show Chairman for the 
Mid-West Show to I e held at the Hollenden Hotel in 
Cleveland on September 12th and 13th at a special meet­
ing of the executive board. J. Ralph Berry was named 
Co-Chairman. rnold M. Davis, director of the Gar­
den Center of Greater Cleveland and a well known horti­
culturist was named "Honora1·y Show Chairman". 

A this is being written, early in February, committee 
appointments are not complete. Letters with Hotel reser­
vation cards are being sent to all affiliated societies of 
the Mid-West Dahlia Conference and tu those dahlia 
fans who were registered as having attended the Louis­
ville show last year. Should any of the readers of the 
BULLETIN have reason to correspond about this greatest 
of all shows-correspondence may be directed to the 
Show Chairman-£. J. Wind at 19111 Story Road, Rocky 
River, Cleveland 16, Ohio. 

We hope to have the Show Schedule in the hands of 
everyone by June 1st. If you haven't received yours by 
that time-drop us a card. 

We believe the attendance at this show will be the 
greatest ever. Not because we are the best dahlia 

growers. Oh, no! We think we are good-but not 
that good; but because of our central location we know 
that many dahlia fans will be with us. Cleveland is only 
one clay's drive from anywhere in the east or mid-west, 
not too fa1· from the south, and only a few hours by 
plane from many of these points. 

We are very fortunate in being able to announce that 
we have obtained space in the Hotel Hollenclen for this 
show. The how itself will be h lcl in the beautiful and 
spacious ball room. For those bringing blooms to th 
show (and we hope there will be many), there is a serv­
ice entrance on Vincent A venue at the rear of the 
h tel. There will be attendants to look after your bloom 
while you park your car-and th re is an attached garag 
. houlcl you wish to use the hotel facilities. 

As to the program-a registration de k will be founcl 
near the entrance to the show room where all out-of-town 
gue ts are reque. tcd to register. R gistration of course, 
is free. 

A tour of gardens by harterecl bus will start from the 
hotel shortly after noon on Friclrty. We know that many 
of you will find this to be the most interesting pa1·t o{ the 
festiv1tie . 

vVe hope to have something- arranged for th ladies 
at a time and place not y t designated. 

Blooms may be "set up" beginning Friday evening. 

The usual Judge's luncheon will be held Saturday noon 
and the Show opens to the public at 12 :00 noon and all 
blooms must be in place at that time. 

The Mid-West Dahlia Conference under th cl1air­
manship of our president and Mrs. Louis Klcinjohn as 
secretary will be held at 5 P.M. on Saturday. B . urc 
to advise Mrs. Kleinjohn well in advance, the names of 
your Society delegates to this conference. 

The banquet will be held at 7 :00 P. 1. on Saturday eve­
ning in the Assembly Room of the H oil nclen, which is 
almost adjacent to the show room. vV expect to l1avc 
an unusually interesting program. 

Then on Sunday morning at 11 :00 .AM. will. b held 
the first 111cct iny of the merican Dahlia Society ever to 
be held outside New York City. This i. an innovation 
of wh1ch we arc proud. 

Plan to enjoy three or four clays in the congenial 
company of Dahlia fans in ou1· fair City at th MID­
WEST DAHLIA SHOW of 1953. 

• 
RuTI-r BERRY, 

ADS Correspondent. 

Washington State Dahlia Society 
Our Show date-August 29 and 30 at Hod Carriers' 

Hall, 755 So. Tacoma Ave., Tacoma, \i\Tash. 
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Southern States Dahlia Association 
Plans Sixth Annual Show 

One of America's largest regional dahlia shows will 
be held this year on Saturday and Sunday, Octobe1· 
3 and 4, 1953 in Atlanta, Georgia. The occasion will be 
the sixth annual show of the Southern States Dahlia 
Association. This year the Dahlia Society of Georgia 
will be hosts and the show will again be a part of the 
Southeastern Fair A Ganza. 

Officers of the Southern States Dahlia A sociation 
are: 

President- B. L. I nnedy, Atlanta, Ga. 
First Vice-President-Walter Thompson, Birming­

ham, Ala. 
Second Vice-Presiclent-W. B. Barnwell, Chattanooga, 

Tenn. 
S cretary-B. E. Phillips, Atlanta, Ga. 
At a recent me tino- of the Southern Stat s Associa­

tion with Mr. and Mrs. Charles Perry, an extensive 
plan of entertainm nt and events of interest to dahlia 
fanciers wa formulat cl. It is our hope that all readers 
of this medium con icier this their p rs nal invitation 
to send, or better till, bring their flower for exhibition. 
W c are hopino- for r presentation from th whole nation. 

Friday night 1 for the show there will 1 a reception 
for out-of-town gu ts- outdoors, if weather p rmits­
in on of Atlanta' largest and mo t b autiful dahlia 
ga1·dens. 

a tu relay afternoon we are planning a visit to the fa­
mous South Atlantic Trial Grounds located in Atlanta's 
Grant Park. Other points of interest such as the yclo­
rama, etc., will b covered, if there is time. 

Saturday night there will be a banquet at the heacl­
quarter's hotel an l a large attendance is expected. Sun­
day morning we arc arrnnging a tour of tlanta's most 
famous and mo t interc. ting gardens. Remember that 

tlanta i world renowned for lovely h me and fabu­
lous planting. Thi i a feature everyone . hould njoy. 

ur final event will 1 e a Sunday luncheon-barbecue, 
which we hope to hold on the grounds of a large nursery. 

If you cann t om in person, • ncl your fl w rs for 
exhibition to Mr. Lon ri t, care f The H. G. Hast­
ings Co., tlanta, Ga. Mr. Crist will be chairman of 
the show. 

Heaclquart 1· for our gue ts will he th H nry Grady 
T-Iotel, Atlanta, wher w have taken th aution to 
1 escrve a large number of rooms. Thi was a nee ssary 
step becau. e the orlicials of the hotel remind cl us that a 
college football gam will be held in Atlanta. on Satunlay 
and, naturally, all hotels will be jammed. 

Pease help us by making your hot 1 re. rvations early. 
Either writ clit-ectly to the hotel, or drop a note to 
Conrad Fau t, 3532 Piedmont Road, NE, Atlanta, and 
he will make th r scrvation for you. 

hould you have any plants or root for the South 
Atlantic Trial Ground , please forward them dir ctly 
to 1l r. Faust at the above address. 

'vVe hope that you who read this will get the feeling 
that the Dahlia Society of Georgia is planning the gnat­
est show in its hi tory. \Ve hope you will be with us the 
first week nd in October. 

J. N. TRTVERS, 

Chairman of Publicity, 
Dahlia Society of Georgia. 

National Capital Dahlia Society 
Washington, D. C. 
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The 1952 Annual Meeting of the National Capital 
Dahlia uciety was hclcl December 11, in Room 43, 
National Mus um, 10th and Constitution Ave., N.\V. 
This was a most impo1·tant meeting, annual reports were 
a-iv--n by m mber who held offices clurino- the yeai-. The 
nominating committee presented th following members 
and they \Ver unanimously elect cl to serve as officers 
for 1953: 

President-Mr. C. L. Arm ntrout, 3416-22ncl Street, 
\Vasbingt n 18, D. C. 

Vice-President-Mr. George E. Dodrill, 4301 Forest 
Lane, Falls Church, Va. 

Treasurer- Mr. C. C. Phillip, 506 Oak St., Falls 
Chm-ch, Va. 

Recording cretary-1fr.. has. B. Barnhill, 2121 
S. 26th St., Arlington, Va. 

Co1Tcsponding Secretary (Acting) - Mr. Thomas 
Yano, 8706 Garfield St., Bethe .. da 1-J., 1'1c1. 

Dirccto1·s-1tfr. ]. Leslie Bo\vling, 815 Philadelphia 
Ave., Silver Spring, N[cl.; 1fr. Vv. linton BrO\vn, Hill 
Road, Lanclov r, 1Icl.; fr. John L. ishop, 151.2 Law-
1·cnc St., N. E. , \rVashington 17, D. C.; 1fr. L. 1f. 

lark , 2-t-l-O Monroe St., . E., \!Va hington 18, D. 
The Annual Dinner was h lc1 Thursday evening, Jan­

uary 8, at the 1f etropolitan :Memorial Methodist Chur h, 
el ra<>ka and ew Mexico Aves., N. W. It was well 

atencl cl, nin ty-fivc m mber and friends were present, 
Dr. . Jaff showed kodachrome slides of southern 
tropical M cxico, along with a 1 ctur of hi tori cal back­
ground. In addition to tl1e aft r-dinn r sp akcr, enter­
tainment was given by the U. S. Department of Agri­
cultur Play rs. 

Our Pr sicl nt, 1fr. . L. Arni ntrnut, who so suc-
c ssfully served as our Awards hairman for the past 
two years. has at this early cl at . tart cl plans for th 
1953 show, which we a1·e confident "weather and reel 
spider p rmitting" will h the larg st of any prcviou. 
.. how.. The . how dates arc Saturday and Sunday, 
Sept. Zoth and 27th and wil 1 be h lei at th U. S. Botani 
Gan1 n, 1vfarylancl Ave., and Lt t., S. vV. Mr. John 
B. Gilmer, 5-+2+ Patton Terrace, East Falls Church, 
Va. ha be n appointed General Show Chairman and 
is working mo. t enthusia .. tically forming hi Show Com­
mittee. 

.. has l1ecn the custom of this . ocicty for the past 
. everal y ars. we again hav purcha. eel som of th 
Honor Roll dahlias and they ar being propagated by 
.. omc of our memb rs. they will h for . al at our May 
and Jun me ting·s. From all report. several of our 
larger grow rs are buying mo. t of th new varieties, 
this . hould make a very interesting show thi. fall. n­
other it m of interest that has h en added to our Show 
Sch dulc is our Junior Section, let us encourage our 
chilc1ren (or is it our grandchildren) to grow a few 
hills of clahlia. and show us seniors up. 

Our Trophy Chairman, Mr. Rix y F. Gray reports 
that the li . t of trnphies offered as prizes in all classes 
will he up to the L1supal high standard. We hope this will 
be an incentive to all dahlia growers to bring their blooms 
to Washington. Everyone who· grows dahlias is welcome, 
you arc not required to be a member and no fees of 

(C011fiJ111cd 011 page 34) 



Greater Philadelphia Dahlia Society 
Our Fall meeting was held on November 20, 1952 in 

the large building adja ent to the greenhouses of Freel 
Moore, Have rford, Pa. 

T 11 e officers elected to serve in 1953 are: 

President-George ~'f. Boyles. 
Vice President- Haro ld Graham. 
Treasurer-Fil A. Alleva. 
Secretary-Walter trobel, 10 Township L ine Rel., 

E lkin. Park, P hil adelph ia 17, Pa. 
Representatives to A.D.S. Executive Board-Charles 

G. Friedel, Stanley J ohnson. 
A.D.S. Bu lleti n Editor-Stanley Johnson. 

The Annua l Dinner at t he Tavern , Cynwycl, Pa., on 
Janua ry 26th was attend cl by 30 members a nd guests. A 
deli cious steak dinn er was se rved to the delight of every 
one. The toastmas ter of the even in g, Mr. Harold Graham 
introduced M is Patricia Spoll en, Garden Editor of 
Philadelphia' g reat newspaper T he l:!.vening a nd Sunday 
Bulletin. Miss Spoll en praised the officials of the Society 
fo r the good work being done in staging shows baving 
the highest quality dahlia blooms. Mr. Graham th en 
call ed on the fo llowing to voice their opi ni ons on what 
would benefit our Society and still improve our Annual 
Show. Georg M. Boyles, Fil A. Alleva, Mr. and Mrs. 
Frank L. Diechler Jr., Frank V. Daniel, '\i\T alter Strobel, 
James Desmond, John Plewin. ki, N . Louis Comito, 
Charles G. F ri edel, Henry Brusca, Mayland T. Mac­
A voy, Alex MacLeod, Freel Moore, Frank Schoel er and 
Stanley J ohn on, all were sincere in giving their v iews. 
E nthusiasm was indeed high for havi ng a banner year, 
1953. 

Mr. Boyles informed the group that our good friend 
and fine dahlia grower John McMenamin was seriously 
ill, so a ca rd signed by all present was sent exp ress ing a 
sincere hope for full r ecovery at an early elate. 

Plans are under way to s tage an even better show this 
year. Since all details are not completed at thi s time, 
it is suggested your contacting our secretary, l\fr. '\i\Talter 
Strobel, after June 1st so a copy of the show schedule 
can be mailed to you. The tentative show date is set fo::­
Sept. 25th and 26th. As usual we will offer the A meri­
can Home Achievement Medal and A.D.S. Seedling 
Sweepstakes. Several members announced they have very 
promising seedlings so competition in all seedling classes 
should be keen this year. A word to the wise, watch th e 
seedling entries of Louis Comito, Henry Brusca, May­
land MacAvoy and Walter Strobel. 

An invitation is extended to every one. Exhibit your 
best dahlia blooms at our 1953 show. The prize li st is 
very attractive so here is your chance of winning a tro­
phy, medal, ro ettes and cash prizes. Be sur e to attend 
and see this g reat dahlia show. 

STANLEY Jon NSON, Branch E ditor. 

• 
City Gardens Club of New York City 

The City Gardens Club will h old its Annual Showing 
of Gardens and Penthou e Terraces on the afternoons 
of Tuesday, }.fay 5th, and May 12th. 

MRS. ROGER B. HULL 
President of the City Gardens Club 
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Virginia Dahlia Society 
T he new year start cl off in fine style with a grand 

di nner in th Society's meeting room on Thursday eve­
ning, January 29, 1953. After dinn er the 1953 Show 
schedule was presented for adopt ion. T he new schedule 
contained some cl1 anges over last year, in that new 
classes were added to take care of a more diversification 
of arrangements for Dahlias and to give the novice a 
larger field of entry. T he old way of awarding a cash 
prize for sweepstakes wa changed to the awarding of 
troph i s. The e trophies will be given by M iller & 
Rhoads of Richmond , Virgi nia. 

The 30th A nnua l Vi rg inia Dahlia Show will be h eld, 
as usual, in the Old Dominion Room of M ille r & R hoads, 
R ichmond, Vi rginia, Monday, September 28, th rotwh 
Wed nesday, September 30, 1953. M iller & R hoads will 
open their store Sunday night in order that local mem­
her may have their entries in early, and allow more 
time fo r out-of-town members to meet the deadline of 
11 a. m. Monday, Septemb r 28. All entries must be in 
place a t that time. 

General show chai rman is Mrs. R. E. Bryant, who has 
st.aged and helped stage many show in Richmond. fr. 
A lton Smith is in charge of procuring t he judges. 

\\T of the V irg inia Dahlia Society owe a g-reat debt 
of gratitude to Miller & Rhoads of Richmond for all ow­
ing us to stage our annual show in their austere O ld 
Dominion Room. T he use of this lovely room adds great 
dignity to ou r show, and at the same t ime, clue to t he 
sto r 's ideal location in the heart of Richmond's business 
di trict, affo1-ds many more people an opportunity to v iew 
this lovely sliow. 

T he Barn's Novice Cup w ill agai n be given t11i s year 
by Barn 's Inc., Jewelry, of Ricl1moncl, V ir o-inia, to the 
novice receiving· tlie la rgest total number o[ points in 
the Annual Show. 

The Society wi ll awa rd fo r the first time this year 
The Grand Champion Trophy. This tropl1 y w ill be either 
a silver or bronze cup and w ill be engrav cl ach yea r 
·with the winner's name and \>.rill be retained by the win­
ner for one year only. 

The Society was very fo rtunate at its first meeting-
1.o have M r. E. B. Jordon of T. W . \Yoocl & Sons Seed 
Store, Richmond, V i1·ginia, sp ak on insect ontrol for 
dahlias. His talk ·w ill prove very h elpful to V irgi nia 
dahlia growe rs. 

The next regular meeting of the Society will take 
place at the Ginter Park Methodist Churcl1 , corner of 
Laburnum and Semina ry Avenues, Richmond, V irginia, 
April 30, with clinne1· b~ing sc1·vecl at G :30 11. rn . This 
meeting will be the A nnual Root Auction. This a lways 
proves succe sful becau e many fine tubers a rc auctioned 
o ff at a fraction of their orig inal price ancl the proceeds 
swell the treasury. A ny of you A.D.S. members in Rich­
mond :.i.t that time are invited to attend. Dinners are $1.25 
per plate. Other meetings a re August 27 and October 8. 

KEN CLARK, Chairman of Publicity . 

NATIONAL CAPITAL DAHLIA SOCIETY 
( Co11tin11ed from pa9e 33) 

any kind arc charged. The schedul es w ill be ready f r 
di stribution early, any one interested in exh ibiting or 
obtaining a schedule may contact Mr. Armentrout, the 
President or Mr. Gilmer, the Show Chairman. 

Mns. JOI-IN L. BrsHOP, Publicity Committee. 
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News from the Greater Pittsburgh 
Dahlia Society 

At uur annual fall meeting held at the Garden Center 
building in Melton Park, Pittsburg·h, the following; offi­
cer::; were elected for the coming year: 

Pre iclcnt-H. W. 1fac Roberts. 
Vice Presiclcnt-S. Klingensmith. 

Vice Pre ident-Ray Baker. 
Treasurcr-H. 'vVorley. 

Secretary-1fr . Enla Mac Roberts 

Dircctors-K. Emery, Mrs. Edna Baker, G. Hall, R. 
l\Iotznik. 

One of the higl1lights of this meeting was the question 
and an wer period on dahlia . This subject is always 
interesting to all members, after which the ladies served 
refreshments and the dahlia gang went home happy. 

Our great dahlia friend and one of the originator of 
the society, namely, I. T. Fleck, passed away the follow­
ing morning after being one of the last to leave the 
previous night's meeting. 

..-\t the Christmas party held in December, an cxchanirc 
uf gifts wa · held, the ladies o[ the society put on a 
beautiful before and after sh w; how you shoul l look 
and how you should not louk, in doing y ur daily house­
hold tasks, plus gardening, also in greeting friend, 
husband at breakfa t, supper and bedtime, was the general 
theme. Bt'y, what a how! 

The table decorations and the food was ultra deluxe 
and everybody really had a good time. 

Pr sid nt 1IacRobcrts call cl a meeting at bis home 
in January to discuss the cominrr year's plans and we 
are looking forward to a great season. Let's hear from 
any other club on any matter pertaining to dahlia and 
w - will gladly corre pond with you. 

• 
RUDY METZNIK 

Publicity 

Southtown Dahlia Club 
The Southtown Dahlia lub will hold their Sixteenth 

:\nnual Dahlia Show on aturclay and Sunday, Septem­
ber 26th and 27th, 1953 at the Hamilton Park Field 
House, 72ncl Stre t and Normal f\ycnnc, hicago, Ill. 

The newly elected officers of the Southtown Dahlia 
Club are as follows: 

President-Dr. \\.alter E. Grupe. 
Vic President- Louis A. H. Dressler. 
.2nd Vice President-]. . Moore, Jr. 
Treasurer-Stanley G. Swanson. 
Secretary-Grace Y. Swanson. 
Assistant Sccrclary-1via1-ic Dressler. 
On 1fay 2nd, we hold our annual party to raise money 

for our how cxpcn~es. This is a gala event of our club, 
with many members and guests joining in for an evening 
uf fun. 

vVe ext nd a cordial invitation to all readers of the 
A.D.S. BULLETIN to attend our dahlia show and al o to 
visit with us when you come to Chicago. 

GRACE SWANSON, Secretary. 
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Baltimore Dahlia Society 
The Baltimore Dahlia Society held its annual meeting 

and lected the following officers for 1953: Prcsident­
Otto \,Veber; 1st Vice President-Arnold Hens; 2nd 
Vice Prcsiclcnt-C. vV. B. Fordney; Treasurer-George 
Mumma; Financial Secretary-N. A. Scheel; Secretary 
--Herbert 0. Aburn; Assistant Secretary-Mrs. C. W. B. 
Fordncy. Board of Governors-Louis Gill, chairman; 
Chas. Diffenderffcr, N. A. Gos. mann, Mrs. Elsie Brach, 
John herwood, Louis Murphy, C. V. Brieger, 'vVm. 
Lampkins and Vincent Hu h. 

President \N eber will appoint and announce the mem­
bers of the various c0mmittees at the February meeting. 
Show -!ates for l 953 have be~n announced for S ptember 
20 and 21 t and the show will again be staged in the 
Sears Auditorium. The Society is growing rapidly clue 
to the fine efforts of our Membership Committee which 
is headed by Mi-. C. Vv. B. Forclney. Judging by the 
interest and. euthusia m shown at the meeting with a 
fair br ak in the weather we should again have an 
abundance of blooms. The Program Committee is not 
only planning demonstrations of the various phases of 
growing plants, dividing clumps, planting, etc., but will 
hold special visit to the different members gardens so 
that the newer members might get better acquainted ·with 
the various methods used in growing and caring for 
show bloom. HERBERT 0. AnURN, 

Secretary. 

• 
Kit ap County Dahlia Society 

CmnNc EVENTS FOR TIIE PA ·rFrc NORTH WEST 

This coming eason give promise of great events in 
the Dahlia world. The start of 1953 wa. ideal, with lots 
of rain and nice warm weather. Some of tbe Growers 
have enough rain water stored up to protect a ve1·y dry 
summer, should another one like 1952 come along. The 
Kit:ap Co. Dahlia Society will hold their show along 
\:Vith the County Fair beginning Aug. 20th, for four days . 
\Ve expect a fine showing of newer numbers as well as 
a variety of s · cllings. Many of our Growers have been 
fairly succe sful with seedlings the past few years, so 
we a1·e looking forward to seeing some new dahlia faces. 
A few new seedlings have been sent to Midwest Grnw­
ers, o if you look carefully at all the sho\vs you arc able 
to attend you may sec names like Tri11lwl, Tacifa, 
Tm.L'll}', Carni<t•al, Si'1·cr Tf'cddinu, Troubadorc. A bright 
r cl cactus named Signal Light, won the ADS medal 
la. t season ancl we expect to see that again. 

At the 1farch meeting we had a wonderful turnout and 
njoycd many slide of new dahlias furnished by some 

of our good Eastern friends. An auction of merchan­
dise and dahlia roots was held and enjoyed by all, build­
ing up our treasury to a goodly sum. 

From advance reports tbere has been very little loss in 
storage this winter, many growers divided at digging· 
time and sto.red the roots in Vermiculite with plendid 
results. The natui-al dampne s this winter was a great 
help to those who had only fair storage conditions. An­
othe1· method some used was to clip each individual root 
in melted wax tlms sealing them air tight. 

May we all have a splendid growing season for 1953. 

J.E. HULIN. 
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The Ohio Valley Dahlia Association 

At the A nnua l :tvleeting in December, the members of 
the Ohio Valley Dahlia .'\.ssociation elected the fo llowing 
officer s for 1953 : 

Presiclcnt- L. L \Vhite. 
V ice President-Val Schill. 
V ice Presiclent-J oh n D ickman. 
Treasurer-Harry tory. 
Secretary-Ali ce :Matlick, 4223 Dane St. , incinnati 

23, Ohio. 

We arc looking forward to the 1953 season with much 
enthusiasm. Our president, 1fr. L. M . vVbite, will be 80 
years olcl in February, and we a re arrang ing a surprise 
birthday party for him. We ar e planning a huge birth­
day cake so that every member of the society can have 
a piece. \V c are hop in ()' that the party will prove a big sur­
prise and a very happy occasion for Mr. \ iVhite. 

Much emphasis is being placed on the Ohio Valley 
Trial Grounds thi s year. Mr. R. G. Huey i chairman, and 
he will be ass isted by E dward Heepkc, Fred Lienesc11, 
Howard Ray, L. M. ·white, Harry Story and Alice Mat­
ti ck. vVe are expecting a la rge number f entries in '53, 
and invite every grower with a promising eedling to 
send it to our Trial Ground · . A ll roots and plant hould 
be ·ent, via Rail way Express, to fr. Robert Seibel, 
Principio & Heekin, ininnati 26, Ohio. ~ 11 entry blanks, 
f c and correspondence should be sent to Mi s A lice 
Mattick, 4223 Dane St., incinnati 23, Ohio. 

The elates for our Annual Dahlia Show arc Saturday, 
September 26th and Sunday, September 27th, at the Cin­
cinnati Art 1foseum, E den Park, Cincinnati, Ohio. vVe 
arc planning an elaborate and spectacular show as our 
new location at the Cincinnati Art Museum gives us 
plenty of room to show both commercial and amateur 
displays to their best advantage. The world famous paint­
ings of the Art Museum galleries lend a superb back­
ground for the dahlia bloom and the lighting is perfect 
to show the :flowers in all their beauty. There is ample 
parking space as a thousand automobiles can easily be 
parked at the Art :WJ useum. Also, the Cincinnati Street 
Railway Co. nms special busses to the Art Museum on 
the clays of our Show to take care of the rowels. Wilbur 
Ande1·son will be 1953 Show Chairman. With Mr. Ander­
son will serve the following members : Mrs. Anderson, 
] ack \i\Til sey, Mr. and Mr . Howard Ray, R. G. Huey, 
Mr. and 11rs. 'iVilliam Bertele, Walter Schill, Harry 
Story, Mrs. Sara Bobl, 1frs. Vincent Rettig, Mrs. Walter 
Bangan, Mr. and Mrs. J ohn Dickman, Mr. and Mrs. Val 
Schill, J. R. Carlisle, Brother Albert Harris, M. Y. 
Thomas, Miss Loretta Haas, Andrew Doermann and E. 
R. Heitzman. The members of the Ohio Valley Dahlia 
Association extend a very cordial invitation to all mem­
bers of other dahlia societies to visit our 1953 Show and 
Cincinnati dahlia gardens. 

ALICE :MATTICK, Secretary. 

• 
East Liverpool Dahlia Society 

After a very successful Show in September 1952, plans 
are being made for a Dahlia and Flower that we hope will 
top the former ones, and the officers elected for 1953 are 
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all pepped up to live up to The East Liverpool Dahlia 
Society's motto: vVhen Better Dahlias are Grown, East 
L iverpool will Grow Them. 

Our officers fo r 1953 are : 

President-Mr. Frank V. Shane. 
Vice President- Mr. Frank N . Richmond. 
2nd V ice President-Mrs. Geor ge White. 
Recording Sec'y.-Mrs. Clarence Green, Calcutta, Ohio. 

Financial Sec'y.-Miss Susan Lewis. 
Corr. Sec'y.-Wm. C. Crame, Box 284, Midland, Pa. 

Treasurer-Mr. E dwin Rountz. 

Show Manager-Mr. J. T. Eccleston, Chestnut, Chest­
nut Ex., E.L.O. 

Ad Chai rman-Mr. Richard Heidel. 
Adviso1-y Members-George Schepp, Harry J ohnson, 

Geo rge McCollough, George Wilmont, vVm. Haughn and 
John Ridder. 

The Society has for some years talked of adding the 
word "Floral" to its nam e, and ]1 nceforth, our Soci ty 
will be known as East Liverpool Dahlia and Floral So­
ciety. 

The change w::ts recommended by the Board of Di­
recto rs and approved at regular meeting Monday night 
February 2nd 1953. 

The Society has voted also to ob erve its 28th anni ver­
sary with a o-et together dinner in Ap ril. 

Our how Dates are September 19-20, 1953 in 
Memorial Auditorium, E. Fourth & Walnut St., East 
Liverpool, Ohio .. 

The Society extends an invitati on to all Societies and 
their members. (How about some of you New Yorkers?) 

W1r. C. CRA1IE, Corr. Sec'y. 

• 
Greater Kansas City Dahlia Society 

Our show dates are Saturday and unc\ay, September 
26 and 27, 1953. The show will be held in the L ittle 
Theater in our Municipal Auditorium, acclaimed by 
ma11y as the most beautiful building in the 11idwest. 
Our show thi s year will especially stres a rrangements 
of every de c1·iption: center pieces for the dinner table; 
corsages, hos pital bouquets; a special cla s fo r a rrange­
ments for men only; as well as an open to all arrange­
ments. The theme, in fact, of our entire show for 1953 
will stres the many uses of dahlias in the home. \Ve 
arc al o encouraging our local flori sts t o make greater 
use of dahlias in their work. 

Much interest was created and many new members 
were acquired by our 1952 show. We consider this was 
because of our showing of the many uses to which dahlias 
can be put. 

Because of our unusually poor growing season in 1952, 
very dry, our roots did not do very well and mo t of 
us will have to r eplace our growing stock this year. 

\\Te send greetings and good wishes to all of our 
friends across the nation, especially to those who visited 
us during the "Midwest" in 1951. W e still cherish many 
fond memories of all those who came. 

AL ]. BAIER. 
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Burholrne Horticultural Society 
The Burho1me Horticultural Society announces the 

officers for 1953: 
President-1{r. Stanley Johnson, Cheltenham, Pa. 
1st Vice Pre ident-Mr. George Sivel, Langhorne, Pa. 
2nd Vice President-Mr. \i\Talter Strobel, E lkins Park, 

Pa. 
Treasurer-Mr . Lydia H. Higginson, Cheltenham, Pa. 
R cording Secretary-Mrs. Ella McCarthy, Phila­

cklphia, Pa. 
Corresponding S cretary-Mr. Hcm-y Johnson, Fox 

Chase, Pa. 
Show Supcrintcndcnt-1Ir. V/illiam 0. Hird, Phila­

delphia, Pa. 
Show Secretarv-Mr. \i\Tilliarn Blair, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Publicity Dire~tor-1lr. Chic Hausmann, Fix Chase, 

Pa. 
The annual Christmas Party was held at the Casa 

anti Hotel, Glcnsiclc, Pa., on Tuesday, December 16, 
195.2. It was a memorable occasion to be remembered 
by over 100 memb rs and visitors. Among the many 
noted guests were the well-known radio and televi ion 
per. onality, famous for his garcleninn- programs- Mr. 
: \mos Kirby of \V AU, Miss Pat1·icia Spollen, Garden 
Editor of the EY ning and Sunday Bulletins, ancl 1-fr. 
Engelbert Frackowak o[ Hilltop Orchids. 

The Dahlia Show will be held this year 011 Friday 
and Saturday, Sept mbcr 18 and 19 at the Jardel Rec-

. r ation Center, C ttman and Pennway .AYc1mcs, Phila­
delphia, Pa. This modern enter will provide adequate 
accommoclations for the 33rd Annual Fall Show which 
promises to he bigger and better tl1an ever. It will be 
necessary t11is year to have about 100 different clas cs in 
order to cover all varieties and colors of Dahlias. 

~\ usual feature among the classes \vill be the Seedling 
Class with the p1·ize of th ". mcrican Home Achieve­
ment :Medal," and the ~ .1 .S. Seedling Sweepstakes 
.-\ward. There wil I be prizes in all classes consistino- of 
cash awa1 els, trophies, medals and numerous merchan­
dise awards. 

A cordial invitation is ext.ended to veryone to attend 
and tu exhibit. The Show Schedule will be ready about 
July 1. Get your name on the list by writing the corres­
pond in"' secretary, 1lr. Henry Johnson, 1.24- Ray Street, 
Fox Chase 11, Pa. 

Cn1c HAtrs?-rANN. 

Pu! licity Director. 

• 
San Diego County Dahlia Society 

The San Diego ounty Dahlia Society held their 
annual election of officers at the Bi-monthly meeting held 
Nov. 25th at the Civic Center Cafe in San Diego. 

The follcm·ing offic rs were elected to serve for the 
year of 1953: 

President-Everet ]. Henderson. 
Vice Prcsicl nt-Harold Huebsch. 
Secretary-Robert B. \i\Tilliarns. 
Treasurer-Chas. L. Robertson (Reelected). 
The board of di rectors were reelected for another year 

with the exception of one member, the outgoing president 
G. C. Kern was elected to fill this vacancy. 

The board of directors for the years of 1953 are as 
follows: 
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R. Partain, P. R. Comstock, R. M. Middleton, C. N. 
Anderson, G. C. Kern. 

The newly elected president E. J. Henderson was the 
speaker for the evening filling in at the last minute for 
the scheduled speaker who was unable to be present du 
t.o illne s. Mr. Henderson gave a very interesting and 
informative talk on the variou best known methods of 
storing and caring· for the Dahlia tubers. 

Plans were discussed reo-arding a different. location 
for the annual Dahlia show. The location in Balboa Park 
where the 1952 show was held lacked parking facilities 
which materially affected attendance. 

The elates and location of the 1953 show are still to 
be selected but anyone interested in our Show may obtain 
information by writing to the S cretary. 

R. B. WILLIAM . 

• 
The Greater St. Louis Dahlia Society 

\Vith the 1952 dahlia season gone, but not forgotten, 
we St. L ui ans are looking forward to a bigger and 
better o-rowi ng year for 1953. The eve re drnuth left 
most of m; with a very poor root crop and after dig·ging 
into the vcrmeculite this week, I can say that my best 
varieti s arc all gone by the way, idc. Any plants that 
had a good start before the drouth hit us in June, made 
the grade, hut the late on s only made strings. 

New orficers for the St. Louis Society are: 
Paul Hale-President. 
Bruno Facrb r-lst Vice President. 

Herb W eegc-2nd Vice Pre ident. 

Joe Lcpping-Trea urer. 
Rode V. Clark-Recording Secretary. 
Bruno Faerber also "inherited" the show chairman­

ship and promises a good show. We of this society are 
all working to build up intcrc t and enthusiasm among 
our novices. 'Ar e'vc found that the member is sometimes 
forgotten by the more experienced growers, because his 
problems and questions seem so trivial and simple. We 
tarted this idea of helping th novice last year and it 

paid dividends ·with the laro·est novice section ever seen 
at a St. Louis show. Another thing that we hope to do 
for the n \\' grower thi , year is tu include good awards 
and cups in the novice and small grower sections of the 
1953 show. I'm urc most. dahlia growers remember 
distinctly, the first major award they won, even though 
there arc growers that remark that the ribbons and 
medals mean nothing to them h ·cause they have a drawer 
all cluttered up with them now. 

\i\T c ar planning our annual plant sale for },fay thi 
year and hope to build up the treasury from the proceeds. 
We're very proud of the cooperation and patronage of 
our plant sale and feel sure that it contributes quite a 
bit toward the success of our growers. 

Incidentally, the member hip renewal blank we included 
with our February BULLETIN, may be of interest to you 
especially in the way that we solicited our members to 
join tbe national society. 

PAUL HALE. 
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San Leandro Dahlia Society 
Dahlia cnthusia ·ts of the San Leandro Dahlia Society 

met on Fcbruan· 3. at the 1£cKinlcy School in San 
Leandro. Speakc.r [or the evening wa l\1r. Robert J . 
. \mmerman of the Oakland Park Department, Oakland, 
'alifornia. 

Plans arc being f orrnulated fur the dahlia society to 
have a large plot at Lakeside Park for a dahlia display 
this coming season. Dahlia ocicty members will con­
tribute stock for 1)lanting and lhe park department wilt 
be in charge of the plot. It is hoped that this dahlia dis­
play will be a · outstanding as the lovely chrysanthemum 
c:.nd rose gardens which attract uch crowds t Lakeside 
year after year. 

Dahlia Pn.:siclent Eugene Coi-riea appointed the fol­
lowino- committee to wod{ with the park department: 
1f r. R. E. Har·ter, chairman; Mr. Carl Lundvall, Mr. 
Richard Trottc1-, l\fr. Loren Dowell, Mr. Charle Perry, 
and 11r. David Webb. 

Date for the 21st Annual Dahlia Show of the San 
Leandro Society 11a been set fo1- August 29th and 30th. 
This elate is a week later than our last year's show, which 
many of our memb rs thought wa a little early. 

Officers for the year of 1953 a1- : Ur. Eugene Corriea, 
president; Mr. Loren Dowell, vice pre iclent; Mrs. 
Eleanor Bole \\'Orth, ecretary; Mrs. Ann John on, 
treasurer. The oAicc of show manager is to be s lectecl 
at a later date. 

• 
The Dahlia Society of Kentucky 

N ccdless to sav that the planning of our 1953 Dahlia 
Show will be mu~h easier than last year, as I think most 
folks will agree, that the 1952 Midwest-Southern States 
Dahlia Show was the largest undertaking that any Affili­
ated 1{idwest Dahlia Soc1ctv l1a ever attempted. From 
the many letters received f 1:0111 those who attended the 
show congratulating us on the uccess of our show and 
the hospitality shown them, '"'e feel that all our hard 
work and efforts were well rewarded. Our thanks to 
all wl10 helped to make our how the success it was. 

At our • nnual Meeting the follO\:ving officers were 
kclcd to serve for the year 1953 : 

President-1\fr. J. B. Floyd. 
Vice President-Mr. Milton Kimbel. 

ecretary-Trea urer-1fr . Louise Kleinjohn. 
Directo1-s-.. W. Adams, C. W. Simbritzky, W. H. 

Swift, George Shee, Vv. F. Yleinjohn, Roy Schooler. 
Our 1953 Show elates are September 26-27th to be 

held at the usual place, The Kentucky Hotel, which has 
been the home of th Dahlia Society of Kentucky for 
the past twenty years. Mr. 1ifilton Kimbel is Show 
Chairman. 

MRs. Lour E KLEINJOHN, Secretary. 

• 
Central Valley Dahlia Society 

Bakersfield, Cal. 

Our officers elected for 1953, are: 
President-Mr. M. 0. Buchanan, 409 Stephens Dr. 
1st Vice President-Mrs. R. C. Wilson, 309 Marcus St. 
2nd Vice President-Mr. Hugh Smith, 2325 Altm-as. 
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Da id Webb admire amazing 16-inch bloom of 
FREDA GAYLORD. 

Portland Dahlia Society News 
The annual how of the Portland Dahlia Society will 

be held in the fa onic Temple 011 Friday and Saturday, 
eptember 19 and 20. The Advanced mat ur division 

in the show schedule bas been enlarg cl to accommodate 
more color division . If thi prove · to be atisfactory 
the same will be done in the Amateur division. 

Members are being urged to plant for the how, with 
special emphasis being placed on the classes where there 
have been few entries. Planting for the Special Entries 
divi ion i also being stres ed. The President's Award 
is offered for the best entry of 3 A size, one variety of 
domestic origination, any type. The W. C. Scrutton 
Award i for 3 bloom , any 3 varieties, B size foreign 
ori 0 ·ination; and the ]. R. Beyerle Award is for the be t 
5 blooms of ell'l •ood Glor]. 

The experts feel that every grower should try a few 
eedlings each year if only to have entries for th ~ meri­

can Home Achievement Award, which i considered on 
of the utstanding awards in dahlia show . New mem­
bers o[ten miss the signifi ance of this award. 

There are 15 of the Special Awards in our show and 
we hope to cc outstanding exhibits in very class in 1953. 

s ,\i\I LEU:M.A , Publi ity Director. 

Secretary- Irs. Leon B. Ogle by, 1509 Howard Ave. 
Treasurer-Mrs. Edward Rambaud. 
All out plans are being made for our Dahlia Show to 

be held in Bakersfield, October 10 and 11, 1953. Because 
of the earthquake in Bakersfield in August, 1952, it was 
necessary for the Central Valley Dahlia Society to cancel 
their show in 1952. 

We are working on the pos ibility of getting a trial 
ground here for the Pacific Coast. Mr. Neven Burrell, 
724 E. Inyo ve., Tulare, Calif. is the chairman on t1·ial 
garden. Mrs. R. C. Wil on is our clas ification cbai rman. 
A regular meeting of the Society is held on the fourth 
Monday of each month. Guest speaker and colored slides 
are featured at each meeting, followed by question and 
answer period so that problems of individuals can be dis­
cussed and solved when possible. 

ANN OGLESBY, 
Secretary. 
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Dahlia Society of Tennessee 
September 19 and 20, 1953 have been selected as the 

1953 Show elates for 1953 by the Dahlia Society of 
Tennessee, Inc. The Show will, this year, be held in the 
East Ridge Community Hall. This Hall is in one of 
the fastest growing suburban areas of Chattanooga. It 
is on the main highway ( 41) to Atlanta. The Society in 
going out to this suburban area believes that more people 
will attend, more local interest will be shown, more 
people will display blooms and already interest in soar­
ing to a high level. \Ve invite every dahlia grower who 
happens to be in this area to be with us, and visit with 
us, at that time. 

Dahlia Society o[ Tennessee plans for a good year 
are progressing rapidly. It appears that more and more 
people arc planning to include dahlias in their gardens; 
more beginners are asking how to grow dahlias; where 
they can be purchased; and asking for information on 
dahlia culture. We believe that this is a good sign for 
flower lovers and Chattanooo-a is rapidly coming to the 
front in the "Dahlia World." 

Project,; are bei ng planned constantly for raising 
money to put on the dahlia shows; prngrams of interest 
to all persons interested in dahlias are planned, not only 
for our own group but to present to Garden Clubs and 
other groups. 

The "Dahlia Room" at Kallquist's residence has been 
the location of many of the meetings of the group and 
not only is the love of dahlias made stronger here hut 
also the friend hip with one another that is so charac-
1.eri. tic of any flower group. In this "Dahlia Room" tlie 
memhers and visitors feel at ease and more informality 
tak s place than when meeting in larg·e and spacious meet­
ing rooms. 

1fr. Charles Watson, Happy Cabin Dahlia Gardens, 
Signal 1fountain, Tennessee has plans formulated in 
which every member will have an active part, thus the 
Society is not a "one-man" group but a full membership 
activity group in which the newest member takes over 
and docs a share in the work. Cooperation is stressed 
and rega rdless of one's work activities the work, or com­
mittees, assigned will include work for the beginner. 

No special plans have been formulated for the 1953 
Show except that we are looking for more blooms than 
·vcr and we trnst that the season will be better than ever. 

.'\ ncl th n-we are all looking forward to the: 

1953 DAHLIA SHOW 
SOUTHERN STATES DAHLIA ASSOCIATION 

A TLANT , GEORGIA 
OCTOBER 3-4, 1953 

CLARENCE R KALLQUIST. 

• 
Peekskill Dahlia and Gladiolia Society 

The Pe··kskill Dahlia and Glacliolia Society will hold 
their annual show on September S, 1953. 

It is anticipated that the Eastern States Gladiolia So­
ciety will combine with the Peekskill Club for this show. 

Enthusiasm of the members indicate one of the best 
shows in recent years. 

FRANCES BROWN 

Secretary 
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The Dahlia Society of New Jersey 
The Dahlia Society of New Jersey held their first 

meeting of the 1953 season at the Robert T1·eat Hotel, 
Newark, N. J., Jan. 30. The meeting was very well 
attended-the largest in a long time. 

The first order of business, after minutes, was election 
of officers: 

Harry Franks, was re-elected, President. 

Leslie A. Del Lufo, was re-elected, Treasurer. 

Helen Pietruszkiewicz, was re-elected, Secretary. 
Leslie A. Del Lufo was re-elected manager of the 1953 
Dahlia Show, to be held at Branch Brook Park green­
houses, in cooperation with the Essex County Park Com­
missioner, Newark, N. J., Saturday and Sunday, Sep­
tember 5-6. 

The speaker of the evening was Lynn Dudley, who 
also showed slides and colored pictures of the new dahlias, 
and some of th e T1·ial Grounds he attended. It was very 
interesting and the members thanked him. Last year was 
very good for us, because we added a lot of new members, 
ci nd all were present. 

Othe1- members present were: Conrnd Frey, :Nii-. and 
Mrs. Henry Olsen, E. Lloyd, Dewey Mohr, and many 
others. 

After the color picture showing, meeting· closed at 
11 P.M. \Ne had a nice meeting·. All were glad they at­
tended. The other meeting dates are: March 27, 1953 and 
June 19, 1953. 

Li::sui:: A. DEL Lum 

• 
North Jersey Dahlia Society 

1952 REPORT 

Our 3rd annual shmv was better than anticipated, 
quality of blooms and staging made it outstanding. 

One of the highlights was three blooms, deep lavender, 
formal decorative "B" type dahlias shown and originated 
by Chas. Albanese of Tuxedo Park, N. Y. This variety 
was selected and named Clrnrfotte S111iih by Miss Smith, 
who has been associated with the First National Bank & 
Trust Co. of Paterson for a number of years. 

Unfortunately our show elates fo1· '53 conflict with 
Mid-West. V\T e know that many of the "Easterners" do 
want to go to Cleveland. To those who are not going we 
xtend a very welcome i1witation to visit and exhibit 

·with m. We will do our utmost in making your visit 
with us a very pleasant one. The show will be held in 
the U. S. Trust Building, 126 Market St., Paterson, 
N. J., Saturday and Sunday, September 12 and 13. 

Our schedules arc now in the process of being compiled 
and will gladly be mailed to any one upon request. Our 
long list of special prizes are really worth winning. 

Officers for 1953 are as follows : 
Wm. P. Vooz, Jersey City, President. 
Chas. M. Konzelman, Paterson, Vice President. 
Chas. H. Stoeckel, 511 Park Ave., Paterson 4, Secre­

tary and Treasurer and R. W. Webb of Scranton, Pa., 
Delegate to A.D.S. 

Show Committee: Chas. H. Stoeckel, Chairman, as­
sisted by Robert Jenkinson, Chas. Konzelman, Everett 
Church and John H. Schneider, co-chairmen. 



40 Bulletin of the American Dahlia Society 

Stop and Think ' ' 
, 

STOP and THINK! Are you "missing" one of the best new ones fo1· 19'53? 
Better get our DAHLIA BLUE BOOK and check up. Our cunent introductions 
are good, and exciting. Chances are that we offer just what you need in the 
following list: Bertha Shone, Clariam Cadet, Clariam Luray, Elizabeth II., 
Grace Warfield, Maryland Beauty, Pat Ann Dee, Prairie Fire, and Win Dee. 

We a1· a]so offering root as well a plants of Abe Lincoln and Tall and 
Handsome. 

The following from other introducers are available in plants and rooted 
cuttings: Agatha, Alabaster, Betty Blossom, Blendette, Collector's Item, Empire 
State, Florence Chadwick, Nick's Orchid, Taffeta, and White Glamour. 

DAHLIA SEED 
All glamorous new dahlias are developed from seed. Your chances of d vel­

oping a good one are a great as those of anyone else, if you start with good 
seed. Our seed, from the famous Pape Gardens of California, has produced 
many outstanding varieties in recent yea1·s. It is priced the same as it was 
ten years ago; $5.00 per hunched. 

DAHLIA BLUE BOOK 
Our 1953 DAHLIA BLUE BOOK contains 72 pages of the kind of informa­

tion you need for a successful garden. Information is up-to-date, and ha ed on 
scientific horticultural practices. Varieties are adequately described, with ninety­
two illustrations. The DAHLIA BLUE BOOK is free. Write for a copy if you 
a1·e not on our mailing list. 

MIDWEST SHOW 
Plan to attend this outstanding gathering of the "greats" in the dahlia .field, 

to be held in Cleveland, Ollio, Sept. 12th and 13th. Show and headquartel.'s at 
Hotel Hollen den. Write us for details. 

ROCKY RIVER DAHLIA GARDENS 
E. J. WIND 

19111 Story Road Rocky River 16, Ohio 
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Dahlia and Plant Specialists of 
Greater Cleveland 

At our December meeting Richa rd H. Howells was 
elected P res ident of the Dahlia and P lant Specialists 
fo r the current yea r. Other offi ce rs a re: 

1st V ice P resident-J erry Kovar. 
2nd V ice P res ident-Clarence Rankin. 
Secreta ry and T rea, urer-Elsie Lasch. 
Corresponding Secretary-Edna Posky. 
A dviso ry Board-Charl es Lasch, J oe Kern and Jim 

Cowie. 
\ i\T hen the P resident took ove r a t the January meet­

ing, he 11amed the following to assist him: 
A nn Howells, P ublicity; J im Cowie, O tto Posky, 

Joe Kern , Show Chairmen ; Rosemary Kovar, Hospital­
ity; D r. S. F. M. H ir. ch and F rank S. Dill , E ntertain­
ment; Loretta C. Lackamp, Special Con-esponcling Sec­
retary. 

O ur Sho.w is to be held on Saturday and Sunday, 
September 5th and 6th at the Garden Center of Greater 
Cleveland, E uclicl Avenue, at East Boulevard. 

O n September 12th and 13th, T he Dahli a Society of 
Ohi o is host to the M id West Confe r ence which is 
also to be h Id in OLff city. We have pledged our support 
to t hi . S how and arc looking fa rwo rcl to seeing all om­
DAHLI A fr iends in the Grand Ball rno111 at T he Hol­
lcndon Hotel, Clev land, Ohi o. 

LORETTA C. LACK A ·up, Special Cor. Sec'y. 

• 
Indianapolis Dahlia Society 

T he I ndianapoli s Dahlia Society elected t he following 
office r fo r t he year 1953. M r. Raoul H . Aye rs, P resident ; 
M rs. Ray T horn , V ice P res ident; M iss Hazel Waltl1er, 
Secretary; M rs. a rl J on s, T reasur r ; M r. E el . Dem­
low, Show Chairman ; 1v[r, . Keith J olms, As istant Show 
Manager , and :rvrr. T homas Wendt , P ublicity. Th e Pro­
gram Committ e under M rs. T horn has prepared a ve ry 
in te resting p rogram fo r the year' , activitie . I t i plan ned 
to l1avc ome phase of dahlia culture cliscu sed at each 
meeting as well a. other ga rden fl owers such as peonies, 
glads, roses, etc . O ut tand ing speakers have been ob­
ta ined and the membershi p is assured of something 
worthwhile. Beli ving that the . oc ial . icle of our grnup 
should not b n glectecl , we plan two pa rties in con­
j un cti on ·with our meetings. The first is held a t our Feb­
rua ry meeting at which time we have a Valentine ex­
change and chen-y pie supper. T he second is our Christ­
mas party when \•;e have a gift exchange and r efresh­
ments. Two garden tours during the year are also 
planned. T he focal point of the year' activiti es is, nat­
ura ll y, "The Dahlia Show and Fall F lower Festival" 
held on Sept. 19-20 at the Brookside Community House. 

If any of you fo lks are in Indianapoli s at that time, 
you will be doubly welcome to attend and see the quality 
of flowers g rown and exhibited by Indiana growers. 

M1ss HAZEL W ALTHER, Secretary. 
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Alabama Dahlia News 
T here is no truce in dahlia growing in A labama. You 

see a gleam in the eye and a determined look on the 
faces of members of the Dahlia Society of A labama. 
This spell s keen competition at the 1953 Show t o be held 
Septe mber 26th and 27th at t he T homa. J cfferson Hotel 
in Birmingham. I t 's all out for dahli as in '53 . We've 
fo und out t hat seuet plans have been made with 1953 
int roduction playi ng an important part in the lines of 
strategy beino· draw n up. A lso, we've been told to expect 
a bombardment of seedlings along with other un expected 
developments. Cha llenges have been made and accepted 
as plans fo1- the Show shape up, so , it looks like a batt le 
of dahli as this year . New growers have come up through 
the novice cla s th i past year who are no longe r just 
buck pi-ivates l u t with basic train ing behind them, they 
£,re going to give somebody fits. Di recting the Show will 
be G. E . _ lde rson as Chairman and T. . W ilger son, 
co-Chairman. 

Officers fo r 1953 a re: P resiclc11t- J. J. Pate; 1st V ice 
P re id nt- A. H. West; 2nd V ice P re, ident-H. H. 
Pend leton ; 3rd Vice P resident- D. Balak ; 4th V ice 
P resi cl n t- 0. A. Robert : Seer ta ry- vV. Vv. Lawless; 
T reasurer- Mrs. F. 1v1. Hou e; Co1ore pondi ng Secre­
tary- M rs. C. G. Goodwin . 

We arc all set and ready to march and though th 
sun wi11 pro! ahly get power ful hot and t he going touo-h, 
we' ll come thro ugh w ith victo ry fo r "The Dahli a." 

• 

M. M . GOODWIN, 

Reporter. 

Hagerstown Dahlia Society 
At the regula r meeting of the Hagc1·stow11 Dahli a So­

ci ty on ] anua ry 12, 1953, officers fo r t he year were 
elected as fo ll ow : 

P res ident, M r. H. C. K uhn ; F irst V ice-P resident, l\fr. 
IvL B. r eener ; Second V ice- Pre id n t , M r. Roy Pols­
grove ; Secreta ry, H. K. R a msburg, 57 Ways ide Ave.; 
Assistant Secreta ry, M rs. W ilbur H . Lewis; T reasurer , 
M r. harl es Vv. Zahn ; Executi ve Committee, Mr . H orn er 
C. Grave, Chairman, other members, M r. Osca r R. 
Moser, M r. A. H . S herman, Mr. D . A. Gossard, M i-. H. 
W . \Vilhide, M rs. Osca r R. Moser, l\frs . H . C. K uhn. 

T h e A nnual Chri stmas party w ith exchange of g i[ts 
was held at th e December meeting in the auditorium 
of t he Y.:M.C.A. w ith 130 members a nd g ues ts attend­
ing. 

A Chri stmas program was render ed under the dir ec­
ti on of M r. J ohn R. Stouffer, t he Society j oining in the 
sing ing of the old traditiona l Christmas Carols. R e­
freshments we re served in keeping w ith Holiday Sea-
on. 

As our 1953 how is in t he planning , the tenta tive 
dates fo r the how are the last Thursday and Friday 
Septembc1- 24 and 25. A t the meeting of the newly 
elected officer , our prog ram will be completed fo r the 
Show and elates of the Show confirmed. 

\ \Ton't you plan to attend our Slmw? 

H . K. R A::--rsBURG, S ecretary. 
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Orange County Dahlia Society 
Santa Ana, Cal. 

Orange County Dahlia Society, Inc., Santa A na, Cal. , 
meets 0 11 the fourth Friday of the month at the VI oman's 
Clubhouse, S ixth and Baker St., with a covered di h 
cli1111er, with a good attendance I'll assure you. 

Officers are as fo llows: 

President-Dr. G. E mmet Raitt. 
1st Vice President-Mr. Lawrence A rchibald. 
2nd V ice President- M r. Haywood All en. 
3rd V ice P resident-Mr. Eldon Nl'cNcil. 
Sec retary-Mr. John Stem. 
Treasurer-Mr. Frank Cannon. 
vVith Mr. Lawrence A rchibald as Show 1.fanager, 

1953 Show wil l be held at the Y.W.C.A. Gym Building. 
Dates a rc Saturday and S unday, August 22 and 23. 

We should have a fine sh ow come A ugust. We have 
had a mild wi11te1- and a good amount of rainfa ll. 

vVe a re digging our roots now. T hey are very ea y to 
cut up and to locate the eyes when they a re left in the 
ground. 

In heavy soil we plant on raised ground or ridges fo r 
good drainage agai nst w inter 1-ains. 

Planting time starts he1-e about Mar. 20th through Apr . 
to May 20th. Early planting is good here and makes 
nicer bushes and better flowers. We try to beat the hot 
weather. 

Our A nnual J oint Meeting of South ern California 
Dahlia Societies will be held at the Woman's Cl ubhouse 
he1-e, February 15th on Sunday. 

Colored slides of all pha es of dahlias w ill be shown 
and some very fine da hlia specialists and speakers will 
preside-grand time ahead. 

E nding with a covered dish dinne r, a number of good 
doo r pri zc-s wil 1 be ::rwarded to the lucky holders of 
numbers. 

All Societies will be tagged with their name and name 
of their societi es, so they may be readily recognized. 

HoRART JORDAN, Corresponding Secretary 
Orange County Dahlia Society Inc. 

TIMING DAHLIAS FOR THE SHOW 
( Co 11li1111 cd fro 111 page 13) 

to separate t11e leaves with the fin ger s before the fl ower 
buds can be reached. Iost of the labor comes after 
hoeing· operations have stopped ; hence timing is not too 
arduous. At least it results in many blooms being in 
competition on the show table which otherwise would be 
either too late or too early. 

• 
Registrations 

The following dahlias are hereby registered, fee having 
bee n duly received: 
By Charles Garrity, San Leandro, Calif.-

Rc7• . .r. H. 1lfcCart11e.v-"A" Dahlia, decorative, ama­
ranth pink. 

Irene Da·uis-"A" Dahlia, decorative, Tyrian pink, back 
of ray's lighter. 

By Harold R. Campbell, Temple City, Calif.-
Rase Cimo-Informative decorative, autumn blend with 

Bulletin of the American Dahlia Society 

The Rochester Dahlia Society 
Our new officers were elected at our Decembei- meet­

ing. 
P resident-Mr. Robert Connal, 36 Duke St., Rochester 

9, New York. 
Vice Presidents-Mr. Merrill Brown, 102 Oakgrove 

Drive, vVilliamsvill e, New York. Mr. Frank Eyer , 100 
D unsme re Drive, Rochester 16, New York. 

T reasurer-Mr. Phillip M. Kimmel, 33 Stonecliff 
Drive, Rochestei- 16, New York. 

R cording Secreta ry- Mrs. A rthur Battams, 275 Brit­
ton Road, Rochester 16, New York. 

Corresponding Secretary-Mrs. Phillip M. K immell , 
33 Stonecliff Drive, Rochester 16, New York. 

Trustee-Mr. Carl Meyer, 100 Strathmorc Drive, 
Rochester 16, New York. 

Please address a ll correspondence to the co rresponding 
secr-eta ry. 

We have had several ver y interesting programs at 
recent monthl y meetings. At one Mr. C. Mer rill Brown 
of Wi lliamsvi ll e showed hi s Kodach rom slides of new 
and old dahlias taken last fall at va rious shows and 
gardens from Ohio to N cw ] ersey and Long I sla ncl. T hi s 
has become an annua l event w hi ch all members endeavor 
to attend. At a nother meeting Profc sor A. H. Mac­
A ndrews of Syracuse showed Kodachrome s lides and 
accompanied them w ith a talk on the rudiments of tak­
ing good colored pictures of flowers. 

A dinner meeting was held in January at w hi ch Mr. 
A rthur Battams described hi s impressions of England 
gained while revisiting hi s birthplace there last summer. 

The Februa ry meeting was devoted to r eports from 
th e two members w ho attended the annual A.D.S. m ct­
ing in New York, M r. Robert Con nal and 1fr. Frank 
Eyer. 

Our show is set for Sunday, September 20 at the 
Rochester M useum of A rts and Science with M r. F rank 
Eyer as its cha irman. It is hoped that many of t hos 
from the Midwest will be a bl e to stop off on their way 
to the New York how w hich is just tw clays later 

n tl1e followin o- Tue day. 

MARY JANE KnnrELL, Cor. ecretary. 

di stinct rose aura, a ll petals lac inatccl , five to srx 
inch blooms, excellent cutter, bush, fou r feet. 

Califo rnia Orange-Formal decorative, six to seven 
inch bl oom, orange, rolls back to pra tically a ball, 
bush, s ix feet. 

J7 elf ow Fell o·w-F orn1al decorat ive, almost clupl icate 
of Darc_v ainslmry, color cana1·y ye ll ow, fo liage 
normal , height ix feet. 

Mathilda Ca 111pbcll-Formal decorative, ix to seven 
inch bloom, rolls back practically to a ball, base color 
Bengal rose splashed and striped cardina l, petal tips 
gold, bush five feet. 

])a11gcr-Formal decorative, eight to ten inch blooms, 
ig nal red with v ry high sheen, bush five feet. 

Blue Devil-Formal decorative, eight to ten inch 
blooms, bluish purple, bush th1-ee feet. 

By Chautauqua Dahlia Fields (Mr. Lawrence L. \Val­
lace), Mayville, N ew York-
Little S11mCJ Pnff·-M .F.D., white. 

CHARLES H. CONNORS, Chairma11, 
Committee on N omcnclattffe. 



~,,t!,;~Y~3~1a1og ~~~;[!~~~er rniro-
duction s and 600 of th e newest and best in DAHLIAS, 
and 130 of th e finest CHRYSANTHEMUMS, inc lud­
ing the Spiders that do well in Garden Culture. CATA-

, LOG on request. 

BROWN BOMBER. A large and appeali ng Straight Cactus 
of amber ye ll ow suffu sed lovely camelia ro e, of South African 
origin offered for the fir st t ime in this country. Easi ly grows 
9 to 10 inches by 4 inche in depth. Early bloomer, and splendid 
grovver. Really unusual. 

Plants only, $4.00 Net; 3 for $10.00 Net. 

AGATHA ( Frank-Dah liadel). Lovely clear white 
M iniature Formal Decorative that has won wherever 
s hown . Last year won many fir ts in four local shows, 
the . J. Stat ho\v, and a Trophy in the A.D.S. Show 
in N cw York. Thi year it ·won the • merican Home 

chievement Medal in the ew Jer cy State Show, 
many firsts in four local hows, al o in Greater Phila., 
a nd Long I Ian l Shows and the A.D .S . Trophy for 
t he best 1Ii11iature eecl ling in the New Y rk Show. 
]'he A.D.S. Suprem e S ecl ling Sv.•eep take Award 
\Vinncr of the eason. Tru ly small as the blooms are 
o nl y 2 to 2;:4 inch ·s cl 11. vVonderfu lly pro li fic with 
an abundance of bl oms that make it mo t pleasing 
in th garden as well as on th show tab l . 

Root, $5.00 Net; Plant, $2.00 Net. 

WHITE GLAMOUR. This ~n atio nal new pure 
w hi te port of S il ver Glamour 1 a Hanna-Dahliadc l 
[ntrnduction. A mass ive Informal Decorative with full 
hig h centers and lon g pointed petals that comp lete 
back to the s te m as bl oom develops. Identical in all 
re [ ects to ilv er G lamour e.·cept it pure white color. 
Tremendou in siz and depth. Can ea ily be grown 
l 1 x 8 inches. real winner, and li ted by Ly nn B. 
Dudley, onrad E. Fau t, and Richard T. Eddy on The 
National Dah 1 ia Honor Roll for The F lower Grower, 
and by ilr. vVebb on the Eastern Dahli a Review. 

Root, $15.00 Net ; Plant, $5.00 Net. 

HARDY GARDEN CHRYSANTHEMUMS 
A Collection of 12. Hard to beat at any price. 

All early bloominu val'ieties . 
8 J'ID.1!.:JU'i 

Alire 'J'11shin1a. Full cenle r . l rorus e irn 1· whit e . 
1\[a11Yc. Love ly d eep mauve. Fine f'or c· ut li11g-. 
l\l e locly. '\\·onue rful clea,r amber yc> Jlu w, one to11 c . 

bPOO:X. 
Carol C. Piu;te l nrnuv luhn will1 11u1·ple tips. 
Lov<'l :r Nell. Hright 'l'al'l'aeo t trL t 11be, y !low spoon. 

POML'ON 
S nmt])<'. Allt·aclive fully tlo ubl gohl n yellow . 

DEC'ORA1'IVES 
Charles Nye. Riell llutte1·cu1) ypl low. N ice s prays. 
Dream (Hrl. J: ea uliful :imaranlh rcrne. A g-etn. 
])r. Longh•y. II:ve n tone soft l a vende1·. Ve1·y ear ly. 
GolclPn Dawn . :Rultereup yell ow. '\\'01111 ?.rful for cut. 
llunt;.man. Hri lliant Jasp r rel, ove r cast llronze. 
;llii;s La(•e. Light la\· ntler JlinlL Exe , ll cnt g- 1·nwe1·. 

Above Pot Planls SOc each or 2 Rooted Cultinus of one variety fo1• SOc. 
1 Pot Plant or 2 Rooted Cutti nus of each of the above 12 varieties for 

$5.00 Posl11aicl. 
Send 20c for special handlinu on ALL Mum orders. Include 25c extra for 

postaue and packinu 011 01·ders under $5.00. 

DAHLIADEL 1953 INTRODUCTIONS 
Betty B. Bloom l Yz inches, Bu h 2Yz feet. 
Oct. 15. Beautiful mall Decorative, deep 
buttercup ye ll ow w ith Jasper red center 
and suffusio n. Pro lifi c and fine fo r cutting. 
Stands ear ly fro st . 
Lucy. Bloom 1 Yz in., Bu h 3 ft. Lovely 
pa tel mallow purple center a nd , hadings 
on reverse. A lavender sport oi Sunape 
w ith all its good qualities. Wonderful for 
cutting. 
Above Introductions-PLANTS $1.00 ea. 
ROOTED CUTTINGS-2 of one variety 

for $1.00. 

IJADLl.t\DEL Warren W. Maytrott Box 14, Vineland, N. J. 
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