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Dahlias Bid Fair to Be the Hit of Autumn Season 
By VIRG~NIA POLLAK 

F lower arra ngers have often admired dahlias but when 
asked w hy a ren' t th ey used fo r more fl owe r show classe 
the a ns·wer u sed to be, "Oh ! T hose la rge things-th ey 
wilt so qui ckly-or they a re a ma n's flow er." 

To da hlia g rowe rs ther e would be little point to tell 
how to cut a nd treat the blossoms which a re g·oing· to 
be used in a n a rrangement. It is a known fact that few 
fl owers w ill bold longer tha n the medium size and min
iature da hlia, when cleanl y cut a nd stems seared. So 
much for the a nswer to t he lasting qualiti es. As to the 
criticism of size, people w ho a re familia r w ith da hlias 
kno\v._.. th ere is no fl o-wer whi ch offers g reater va riety of 
s ize and hape. T he fac t that men have a m onopoly '.,viii 
he strong ly contested by a ny inter es te l la dy-for women, 
hi story w ill r eveal, we re th e fir st ho rticulturi sts. In pr im
iti ve tim es whil e th e male members of a fami ly was 
hunting meat a nd fis h the female was a t home tending the 
ganlen- whether it is self defense or not ladies a rc ex
tremely inter ested in both growing and a1·ra ng ing da hlias. 

] ,adics, if you want to hold your husba nd, a sure J)lan 
is- sha re his inte re t. I never k new a nd certa inly would 
not have beli eved that a nythin g could completely co n
sume th e attention of a man as g rowing da hlias . You have 
hea rd "A woma n is only a woma n but a good cigar is a 
smoke." dahli a fan would go one better saying " A 
goocl da hlia is Heaven." 

Fall suggests rich colo r and firm texture in fl owers 
ancl foli age. T hese qua lities lend cha rm a nd substa nce to 
fl ower a rra ngements-and can be emph as ized by using 
the dahlia. 

If curio. ity compels you to seek th e o ri g in of da hlias, 
vou can venture to the m ounta ins o f 1-Icx ico-or if com
fo rt is uppermost in mind you can just sit by the fire and 
enj oy them in vases on the ma nt le or book shelf. 

M r __ J ohn K nippenberg's spiri t of adventure is ex
pressed by her tribute to the country o f da hlia o rig in . 
T hi s was brought about by a fl owe r show sch~dule re
quiring a n a rra ngement inspired by a co nta iner made by 
a people of primitive culture. She selected a Mex:ican 
chili bowl, statuetts which were found in a tomb exca
vat ed near th e Aztec pyramids. Combining these obj ects 
wi th rela ted material such as rocks and primitive cactus 
she has obtained a n a rchitectural feeling to support and 
frame her :fl oral a rrangement. Alt hough just ten sma ll 
ora nge-r ed dahlias a re employed, th eir dema nding cha rm 
and beauty comma nd the foca l point. T he foli age w hich 
bl ends in texture and conn ects the compos iti on wi th fl ow
in g; rhythmi c lines is da rk casto r o il bean leaves o f inter 
esting fo rms. 

T his pri ze winning a rra ngement proves the point, you 
can be frugal with fl ower s if you a rc extravaga nt w ith 
imagination. 

You may be saying to yourself- but who can get a u
thentic sta tuetts fo1·eig 11 co untri es such as Egypt, Assyri a, 
A fri ca, ::tviexico, China and so on. 

Museums th roughout tb e country, recogni zing thi s need 
have solved th e probl em by haying fa ithful r eproductions 

Finjs traul Dahlia and ga rde n flower s arranged in a win e 
coole r. Colonial or mass arrange ment as a welcome on 

the entrance ball table. 

available to th e public. T he Met ro polita n M useum of A r t , 
M useum of Mode rn A rt, Brookly n M useum, in New 
York a nd the \ i\falter's A rt Gall ery in Bal timore, Mel., a r e 
some sources from which these may be l)rocured. 

" P ortra it of a Lady, complemented by one or m or e 
fl ower a1· ra ngen 1ents, staged above l?ookshelves, back
o-round blue g reen wall s" was the class which intl"igued 
Mrs. Lawrence \Vil son . Aga i11 the dahli a is th e key note. 
Th e satisfy ing compos itio n sugges ts a lu x:uri ous ye t w a rm 
a11cl cozy room where you would expect to sit snugly in a 
\\·ing- chair hy a fi re a nd enj oy the book taken o ff th e 
shel f. 

T he S ull y por t1·ait is the axis from w bich th e theme 
radiated a nd the link which couples th e rela tionship of 
fl owe1· a rra nge ments to fin e a rt. Thi s was accomplished 
by choosing dominant points such as the lace colla r, r ed 
j ewelry, a nd velve t texture o f the g·ow n, repeati1ig th em 
in fl oral s imila rity. T he lacy texture is represented through 
choice of delicate salvia leaves ; wine r ed da hli as interpret 
the colo r a nd velvety texture ; the g reen begonia leaves 
rela te the composition as to :flowers-texture-picture-

( C 011ti1111 ed Oil fo llowin g pa ge) 
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Portrait of a Lady, complemented by :flower arrangements, staged above bookshelves, background blue-green walls 

and background. Secondary accents are made by the use 
of dried batisia leaves with pods; height is gained by the 
introduction of canna bud . 

Keeping true to period the container i an antique wine 
red lustre with prisms. This beautiful effect wa justly 
awarded first prize. 

Let's get away from "Show Business" and concentrate 
on flowers for fun and decorating our homes. What more 
cheerful welcome than a greeting of a Colonial or mass 
arrangement of dahlias, on the entrance hall table? 

Ed Lloyd grew the apricot Finjstraal which formed the 
inspiration for the arrangement in a silver wine cooler. 
Various species of flowers in tones of blue and pink
lavender, all just plain garden variety of simple blooms, 
selected for their color, size, and texture form a con
trasting background to stage these magnificent specimens. 

\i\Then this was arranged color played an important role 
in balancing line and weight. Unfortunately that quality 
is lost in a black and white reproduction. 

::\fany people ay large clahl ias are beautiful in the 
garden, but are impossible to arrange gracefully in a home. 

.·\ simple answer to that is illustrated by placing t\\'O 
informal decorative pink dahlias and a bud in a tall, nar
row neck blue Venetian glass va e. 

Viewing this arrangement \\·ith the critical eye of a 
flower arranger it would be a just suggestion to extend 
the thick stem to the base of the container, improving the 
underwater line, eliminating the weak clear space between 
stem and pedestal of containei-. Other thoughts would 
be prune the foliage, creating interesting voids, and add
ing a half bloom bud to provide height and give variety 
of size of blooms. 

Previously did I refer to sharing interest? Do it if you 
can. Ask Mrs. Dudley. She will tell you the story of an
ticipating a wonderful motor trip with those cavaliers
Lynn, Col. Eddie, and Dr. Cooke. \V'hat chivalry was 
in store, she thought. Her report of the trip through 

(Co12ti111£ed 011 folloiuing page) 



Third Quarter-Augu t, 1950 

mao-ni fice nt country was 1,000 miles of dahlia conve i-sat ion. 
N e~er once did she have chance to introduce another sub
ject. I am not quite sure they were alway conscious of 
her charming presence. 

''_.\. woman is onl y a woman, but a dahlia is Paradise 
to a dahlia fan." 

• 
Snohomish County Rose & Dahlia Society 

This is announcing the 41st Annual Dahlia Show of the 
Snohomish County Rose & Dahlia Society, August 26 
ancl 27. Place: Floral Hall, Forest Park, Everett, \'!\Ta h
ington. 

Society President-Mr. H. S. Records. 
Secretary and Treasurer-1'.frs. \ i\Ti lliam L. \ i\T olfe. 
Show Chairman-}.[ r. \ i\Ti lliam L. \ :Volfc. 
There is no cha rge of aclmi. sion. 
There will be speakers and the presentation of trophies, 

concludin g· will be the auct ion of the bloom . 
Everyone is co rdially invited. 

JonN LrnnsTRCHI, Show Publicity Chairman. 

Arrangement inspired by a containe1· made by 
a people of primitive culture. 

5 

Two Infonnal Decorative Pink Dahlias and a bud in a 
tall, n:.1rrow neck hlue Venetian glass va e. 

Alabama Dahlia Society 
The Alabama Dahlia ociety wa no sooner through 

with its October how than work was start cl toward the 
next year's show. T he new officers were install ed, after 
which plans were started for the entir' year's work. A 
large Chri stmas party was held at the home of Norman 
Lefkovits in Be . erner. Mrs. Harlan Howard is cha irman 
of the \iVays and Means Committee and it was through 
her efforts the party was a succe s. This was fo llowed by 
the promotion of the Clump and Plant Sale. 1frs. Walter 
Thompson is chairman. Never b fo re ha thi committee 
been able to sell as ·many plants. We are s till wondering 
how it was poss ible to realize the large amount from the 
sale. Our society has always financed its shows to a great 
extent from the funds derived from the plant ale. 

Our sched ul es were mailed out last week. Everything 
is ready fo r the big Southern States Show. Our president 
is a lready receiving reque t from di tant state for hotel 
rese1-vations. 

The annual picnic will be h eld with Jake and Irene Pate 
at their farm near Trussville. Even the war clouds have 
not dampened the enthusiasm of Alabama Dahlia Society 
members in planning fo r the greatest and be t Southern 
State~ Dahlia Show. Come One! Come All! 



6 Bulletin of the American Dahlia Society 

All Set For Large A.D.S. Show 
Perhap. clue tu a change in lu catio11-~J r should the 

favo rabl e gruwi11g ea ' on receive so me credit - a lbeit 
enthus iasm abounds in onr ant ic ipation o[ a g r at show. 

Reports indi cate a ubstant ial increase in the number 
of exhi bitors. 

:\ncl th ere are numerous new incentives, fo r this 36th 
:\nnua l .\.D. S. how wil l offer some very ,-a luablc prizes. 
The ' how wi ll he helcl September 20 a nd 21 in co-op r:i
tion with th New York Hort icultural ' ocicty at the 
Essex H ouse, Central Park South . 

The g round :A uur beautiful Exhibition Hall will facili
tate handling o[ e ntries fo r the exhibito rs. 

If you Jiayc not r eceived schedul e and classificat ions 
lists, bet ter ob tain co pie from our Sec retary without de lay. 

. .\DDITIONAL ENTRIES PER~IITT lW L 
CERTAL L-\ SS ES 

In classes D-52- Bi-color, an d E-1 - (1.2 to 15 large 
Dahlia ) an exhibitor may enter a many entri es as de
sired- no excuse to lea vc a ny real good bloom home ! 
A nd of course . your chance fo r win ning t he big cash 
prize ;ire incr eased by the numb r of your entri es. 

Our },i[iniat ure expert grower s have not been fo rgotten. 
Thcr wi ll be a very beautiful awa rd fo r Sweepstakes 
winner in Sec ti on D-l\finiatures, a Souvenir Dinner Plate, 
hand pa intcd- "The Volunteer"-gift of th e Dahlia So
ciety of Tennessee. 

K een interes t center s around the "Cour t of H onor" 
cla s. It is go in g to take better than an ''85" Dahlia to 
pry the beautiful St. Lou is trophy from Dr. Freel J. 
Knocke. H e. you will remember, holds two leg on t hi s 
cup , with magnificent specimens of l\laffi e and Ed ith 
\ Villki e. If J1 e can brin o- home the bacon again , the cup 
will be retired to the doctor' trophy room. :\ s plenclicl 
g roup of judges has been assembl ed by the Committee, 
heaclecl by th e veteran Conrad Frey. 

Our out-of-town friend s should ornmuni cate without 
delay with the E ssex House fo r accommodations. 

Show l.fanager, Henry .'\. Ol sen, requests that a ll en
tries be mail ed to him not late r than September 12th. You 
may make any changes you wi sh at how time. but please 
mail your entrie s in advance-this is most important. 

• 
Classification Lists 

The rev ised current class ifi cation li s ts arc now r eady . 
They may be had fo r 50 cents per copy ; .25 cents in 
g roup of 10 o r more from A. J. Mulcahy, A.D.S. Secre
tary, .20 Marshal A venue, Floral Park, N. Y. 

.. 
A.D.S. Treasurer Henry Olsen's 

New Address 

A.D.S. Treasurer , Henry A. Ol sen 's new address 1s 
45 Clement Avenue, Elmont, New York 

Correction A.D.S. Show Schedule 

T he group of classes "C," 2.2B to 29B inclusive, shou ld 
be cles icrnatecl Formal Decorative. 

• 
Long Island Dahlia Society Show 

T he Sixth A nnual Show of the Long I sland Dahlia 
Society w ill be held at P lattdeutsche Park, H empstead 
Turnpike, Frankl in Squa re, Long I sland, on Satm·day, 
Sq ternber 23, from 4 to 10 p. m. T he fac ilities at t his 
place are excellent with large drive-in area, picnic grove 
ta l Jes fo r setting up blooms, a nd a laro·e cool ha ll for 
stag ing the exh ibits, insuring good k eeping quality. 

Officers in cha rge arc: 
Otto J. A umuller, President, SO E. L incoln Avenue, 

\ ' a ll ey Stream, L. I. 
Emi l Berzau, Chai rman, S how Committee, 239 Park 

:-\ v"nue, Merrick, L. I. 
Mrs. Geo1·ge F . Yeager , Cha innan Arrangements Com

mittee, 115-12 124th Street, South Ozone Park, L. I. 
;\1f iss Josephine Bazcwick, Secretar y, 160-09 8-tth Drive, 

Jamaica, L. I. 
The Show Schedul e is now available and provides 20-1-

classes. The A.D.S. C lass ifi ca tion is being fo ll owcd
\\'i t h 108 clas es fo r the A type da hli as. There will be 
four t ri -colo r a \va rcls, \vhi ch will entitl e the w inner to a 
spec ial prize of a beauti fu l piece of potte ry. In additi on 
a gold ribbon and pecial prize will be awarded for the 
most nea rl y pcrf ct bloom in this section. 

In the B Section in which there a r e 51 cla scs, a new 
clepartur hould stimulate intense competit ion. A n ex
hibitor may make two entries in a ny a nd all classes, both 
elig ibl e to win. Four tri -color s and specia l prizes will 
also be awa rd ed in this clas , as well a s o-old ribbon and 
special prize fo r t he most perfect bloom. 

Section BB for 5 to 6 inch dahlia , Section C for min
iatures up to -+ inches have 26 classes and 2 tri-colors; 
and the Porn porn class will award two tri-colors ancl 
special prizes fo r the best blooms in 13 c l a~ses . 

For all dahlias there a rc 15 classes, a nd fo r Ba kct ar
rangements, 5 classes . 

The Undisseminated Seedling classes will consist ot 7 
cla sses with gold ribbon awards. One innovation should 
g ive impetu to the a ma teur exhibito 1·, as there is a class 
fo1· first yea r seedling , from seed sown THIS YEAR. 

In the 2 and 3 year seedling classes, awards will be 
made to th ose varieties scoring 85 01· over us ing as a 
basis the .'\.D.S. bench scor e card. 

The Long Island Dahlia Society Gold Medal will be 
awarded to the bes t variety in th e A class, and the A .D.S. 
bronze medal for bes t Class B dahlia . 

The American Home Achievement 1v1edal will be 
awarded to the most meritorious variety, having dis
tinctiveness comparable with existing varieties. 

There is another innovation in the 17 .Arrangements 
classes. There is one class excl usively fo r men, with an 

( C 0 11 tin11 ed on page 9) 
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The Australian Story Dahlias from 1900 to 1950 
By M. I. FITZGERALD 

85 Nicholson St., Coburn N. 13, Victoria, Australia 

The way of the dahlia historian is fairly easy because 
there is a rich field of documentary and other data avail
able from the time the dahlia was discovered in sunny 
Mexico a few centuries ago. In fact its modern life dates 
really from the time Napoleon was marching around 
Europe, circa 1800 AD. 

After being grown variously for flowers and food (at 
least in England) the modern dahlia really started to get 
moving in the 1870;s after the forerunner of the present 
cactus types was developed. \II/ e refer of course to the 
famous Juarezii dahlia. The story from 1900 to 1950 is 
the triumphant aga of o-iant decoratives and glorious 
cactus varieties which ba,·e now been developed well along 
the road to 1)erf ection. 

But strangely enough the first novelty type to appear 
in the early 1900's was the so called "Century" dahlia ... 
a sort of giant single, which had quite a term of popularity. 

THE .-\USTRALIAN ANGLE ... 1900 to 1920 

The Victorian era, o perfectly reborn in the film 
"Life with Father", was still alive in the dahlia hows of 
the early years in this century. A most intere ting book 
by Pescott entitled "The Dahlia in Australia" and pub
lished in 1920, tells of the stiff formality of the early 
show , where row upon row of rather starch-petalled 
types were , hown. Each bloom had a Ii ttle paper . co11ar 
and the flo\yers were arrayed with alma t military preci
sion. 

Little wonder, says Pe. cott, that there wa a revolt 
arrain t this strict formality and that looser cactus and 
other exotic type became the rage. But before the "show" 
types lost their 0 'lory he records that at one period there 
was tremendous speculation in new varieties which would 
sometime sell for as much a_ $300 ! The fir t cactus 
types were rather heavy an 1 coarse, continues Pescott, 
but by 1920 they had become refined and . tiff temmed. 
And from his photos we can see that the cactus of hi 
clay would do crecli t to 1950 raisers. He called them 
"garden" cactus, because they were useful in the garden 
a well as for sh ws; and to thi day, most Australian 
growers us the term "garden cactus", when referring 
to cactus types. 

Apart from the cactus, Pescott m ntions the peony 
type as being a popular favorite from 1905 to 1920 ... 
"Geisha" being one of the ear lie. t and best with its gleam
ing reel and gold p taL. \Ne grew it till 1925. 

As to cl coratives he mention . that 7 inches is a suitable 
size and clcp lores the fact that , ome 0 Towec were starting 
to go in for larger and looser types. He reg-arcls "Souvenir 
de G Douzon" a · a grand ight with its rich red flowers. 

One intere ting ob ervation relates to the discovery in 
the Melbourne Botanic Gardens in 1919, of a new type 
called the "Rosette" dahlia for want of a better name. 
Examination of a photo convinces us that this was exactly 
the same type as we now call the "Straight cactus", and 
they seemed perfect in every way, even in 1919 pictures. 

But in spite of all this, Australia was not yet a dahlia 

country, as we were still recovering from \Vorld ·v; ar I 
and were in the midst of serious economic difficulties. 

Dab lia names mentioned by Pescott and which bring 
back memories, include :-F. TtV. Fell owes; Jolin Ridi11g; 
Valia11t; .lean T!Vatso11; Zebra; Buff Queen; Iron Dnlu; 
Mrs. T¥. Egan and S31lvia. 

Though the "Show" dahlia has never come back to its 
former top position, we learn from Sitwell in the new 
book, "Old Fashioned Flowers", that show dahlias are 
still grown in their pristine glory at Glasgow, Cardiff 
and South vVales. The same varieties as were tops in 
the 1890's are grown perfectly by switching them to dif
ferent di tricts to preserve vigour. A colour plate of Pea
cock looks wonderful. As the writer ays in referring 
to these kingsized porns, the Show dahlias are "huge 
quilled flowers with wonderful colors and ymmetrical 
petal cell ". 

US.-\ DAHLIA IN AUSTRALL.\ ... 1920 to 1930 

, ustralia turned to America in the mid twenties for 
great new dahlias and by this time, Waite had set the 
dahlia world on fire with his "Jersey's Beauty", which 
still wins at shows ... it won the ADS medal jn 1923 
and was followed by other favorites like Jersey's Beacon 
and Jcrse·y's Ideal. In his book ("Modern Dahlia Culture" 
1925), Waite lauds A11111n Ra Ambassador, Earl T¥illia111s, 
I~ ra11cis Lobdell, and many others which we remember 
a top liners in Australia. 

He al o mentions the "English, or Incurved Cactus"; 
and "the hybrid cactus of Dutch origin". We till use the 
term ''hybrid cactus" to cover cactus types. Waite cites 
the ADS classification as including Cactus ( e g Pierrot 
and F. Vi/. Fellowes) ; Hybrid cactus (Kalif) ; and also 
Decorative; Peony and Show and Hybrid Show. 

\Ve see here the gene is of the present . D S classifica
tion of Formal and Inf dee; and Straight and In un·ed 
cactu etc. 

Moving along to the late twenties, we find many fa
miliar names in Rockwclls book called "Dahlias". Do 
you recall, as we do with delight, such wizard dahlias 
as Mrs. I de Vere Tf/amcr; El dorado; Papillo11; Sishi
yo11; C!ta111j>ag11 ; Oberon; Violetta; and the crotch 
bloomer TVi:::ard of 0:::. In tho e days we till looked to 
the USA for most of our new champion . 

FASHION ABLE DAHLIAS ... 1930 to 1939 

Through the great depression and up till the outbreak 
of \Vorld \Var 2, dahlias had a checkered career jn Aus
tralia. 'vV e grew European and USA varieties such as 
Peacock mentions in his book ("Dahlias" 1931). For 
example we liked Andreas Hoffer; Ea th Norris; Edna 
Ferber; Ki11g Midas; Tire J;Vorld; City of Tre11to11; Bar
bara Redfern; Fra:::ier and of course, Sa11hica11s Bfoe Bird. 

Our diary records that lWrs. A. B. Seal; Frau 0. 
Bracht; and a few more were winning all over the place. 

( C 011 tinucd on foll0<.oi11g j>agc) 
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THE AUSTRALIAN STORY 
(Co11ti11 1ted from page 7) 

A lso we noted that ' 'Kaweah" was the "world's biggest 
dahlia" and that Berc11geria and Grace Curling were 
beauties from England; Paul Pfit::;cr and White Duchess 
were sensations from Europe; and 11.f arioll Broo111lzal was 
a boom dahlia from America. 

In the early thirties we also marveled at Jllo11mo11th 
Champion, RC'gal, _.J.<. 1is Coze•dra-;.•, Queen of the Garden, 
Trc11to11ian, Sih•crado and Yan/tee Eing. Remember them? 

In 1935 we were climbing out of the g reat depression 
and dahlias were on the boom ... they came bigger and 
better and our ADS bulletins of those years tell us t11at 
Hw1ts V elvct rr· 011dcr, 1llurph_vs Masterpiece, California 
Idol. Su ltan of I-Jillcrl'sf, Jane Co,wl and Satan were al
ready bcginniug their wonderful careers. Incidentally the 
winners in 1935 included such famed exhibitors as Louis 
B. Tim, 1L F. Untermeyer, Dr. Preas and Mrs. Stout. 

At long last Australia was showing that she could raise 
world class dahlias and along came maay from the Aus
tralian cont inent and the isle of New Zealand ... dahlias 
like Clara Carder, Darq• Sai11sbu.r:y, Ph;i•llis !\.night and 
G. IY. H11lclzi11so11 can sti ll win in the world arena. 
Ameri an dahlias popular in Au tralia just before World 
\Var 2 included California Rose, .d.111crica11 Sc.c•eetli cart, 
and Arc/da Lloyd. 

WARTBIE D.-\HLIA GROWING ... 1939 to 1945 
\ i\Thil t the war raged close to our north spheres we 

grew vegetables and a bare minimum 0£ dab lias, just for 
a few flowers and relaxation. 

Paradoxically thi s was just about the time that Aussie 
growers produced some world beaters. For example Kcl-
1:i11, Palll loJ•cc, Pop Harris, Bill's Gold, Captain Sili·cr-
111a11, L11cli3• Bird and Xobbys Lig!it were marketed about 
the war period. 

But tbe golden age of Australian dahlia raising was 
st ill to come. \Ve believe in fact that we are only now in 
the middle of this era of new world champions. A cursory 
glauce thru the ADS show results of the last few years 
proves beyond doubt that dahlias like those mentioned 
-above can ·win -anywhere. 

The reasons are not hard to find. vVe are blessed with 
a wonderful warm climate and a rich soil and plenty of 
growing space. In short, all the ingredients for successful 
dahlia breeding are available including a long fall of 3 
to 4 .m0nths and a 11on-freeze winter. 

THE GOLDEN AGE ... 1945 to 1950 
It needed only the impetus of the fierce dollar shortage 

to cause our hybridists to really engage in an intense 
search for new and ever better dahlias. The results in
clude such USA winners as Blacl~ Nf agfr, Cro3•do11 Sno
top, Lave11dcr Pcrfcctio11, Goulbnm, Blaclwut and J(el.,•in 
S1mrise. 

And what about the new ones for 1950 and for 1951? 
Well there are a number which can only be described as 
breath taking. They come from all parts of the continent 
and if we were to list a complete "dahlia hit-parade" it 
would stretch a mile Jong. So we will give a glimpse of 
only a few. 

Arab Queen, for example, won 3 prizes for one grower, 
\vas champion at \Vangaratta and won also at Ashburton 
in its first year. It is a huge refined full bodi ed sparkling 
cactus of rose N eyron on a golden background. 
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Swa11 lake is a rich burnished coppery bronze and is a 
9 inch cactus. It looks really good. 

Shelb oume Fa11tas3; is a great mahogany dee on a yel
low base and it is a perfect giant. 

The Baron is a pink and primrose cactus of laro-e size 
and perfect form. 

0 

Croydon Radia11cc is already a great show winner beino· 
a 10 inch purplish carmine dee. ' 

0 

Brool~lyn Coralie has also been a favorite in some states 
and a show winner. 

lHl-ie Keech is a beauty and a winner in the North. A 
mahogany dee. 

S now Goose is a lovely 5 inch pure white cactus. Very 
prolific type. 

f!Vagon f!T/ heels is a medium dee of pure mauve. 
King Camtte is a splendid medium cactus of go lden 

apricot. A winner. 
This brief resume will give an idea of the type of top 

line dahlias now coming into prominence and there are 
many more. 

A FINAL WORD 

vVhen we began this article we intended to do a bit of 
brief research thru a few early catalogues and Bulletins. 
But we found the subj ect so fascinating that we cou ld 
have gone on for reams ... but the EDITOR would 
doubtless have used the knife and the blue pencil. We 
have tried to be concise. But we do think the nostalgic 
memories we have raised may inspire some American 
writer to pen another article to be entitl ed "HALF A 
CENTURY OF AMERICAN DAHLIA GROWING 
... 1900 t.o 1950''. 

• 
The Greater Pittsburgh Dahlia Society 

The Greater Pittsburgh Dahlia Society will hold its 
Annual Show Saturday and Sunday, September 16th and 
17th- hours 4 p. rn. to 9 p. m. Saturday, and 10 a. m. 
to 9 p. m. Sunday-at The Phipps Conservatory in 
Schenley Park, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

To those of you who have attended our splendid shows 
in the past, we need not mention the beautiful green back
ground, spacious houses and artistic winding paths, which 
the Conservatory affords. If you have never seen one of 
our shows, or if you want to see one that will top them 
all we hope, do make it a point to visit us. \Ve shall have 
several thousand blooms of superlative quality, arranged 
and marked in such a way as to be informative and edu
cational. There will be a non-competitive display of for
eign dahlias all most carefully marked. Our arrangement 
section has grown and is making a valiant effort to keep 
abreast of the increasing interest in arranging flowers 
artistically for use in our homes, with special emphasis, 
of course, on the superiority of dahlias over all other 
flowers for any purpose ! 

Let us see visitors from north, south, east, and west, 
and to the Scotch may we whisper that there is no ad
mission fee at the Conservatory to see this remarkable 
display. Our only charge is one dollar to non-members 
exhibiting. Schedules are available on request. 

ELIZABETH F . HISLOP (Mrs. L. D.) 
Show Chairman 

455 Clokey Ave., Pittsburgh 28, Pa. 
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Mid-West Dahlia Show Notes 
In the history of the Minnesota Dahlia Society, there 

has never I een more enthusia rn for growing dahli as and 
fo r putting on a grand dahlia show, than has been built 
up th is yea r. The Mid-VI est Dahlia Show in 1![inneapolis 
on Sept. 11th and 12th is oE course the reason. Members 
arc grow ing- a ll the dahlias their gardens will hold and 
regardless of \\"eather, red spider or whatever else troubles 
them, really fine blooms a rc going to be on di splay and in 
profu sion. These fo lks of the Upper M idwest take dahlia 
g rowi ng seriously and at the ame time get a lot of fun 
out of their hobby. 

You who attend this Show will find the gardens in the 
Minneapolis-St. Paul area, where most of our member s 
live , arc a joy to visit and it will be our pleasure to take 
you through some of them on our Show Garden Tour. 
Good tours must a lways be well planned and the Tour 
Committee has already conceived this one in a manner 
every participant i certain to like. You will sec not only 
:fine dahlias, but the Lake Iinnetonka area and sceni c 
Minneapolis to be visited arc a sightseeing trip by them
selves. The tour map shows the extent of th trip and 
we hope you won't miss it. 

l~ r m Duluth will come some oE the mo t beautiful 
specimens of the Show. Cool summers up there make it 
a perfect place to g row dahlias and our Duluth members 
have lots of knowhow. Vlatch fo r th ir entri e in all 
classes. 

The Minnesota Dahlia Society al o takes pride in the 
abilities of iL commercial grower members. They do a 
wonderful job of making others succumb to the lure of 
growing dahlias. Four special di splays will be their big 
effort in the Mid-West Show. Their arrangements are 
guaranteed to hold your intere t and close inspection for 
a long while. 

As a feature of the Show, very visiting member of 
associated soc ieties will be a. ked to participate in the 
Judging. There will be time fo r t hi s group to have 
friendl y get-acquainted chats at the J udgc ' Luncheon 
and at the very special Ladies' L uncheon on the opening 
clay. Both are going to I enj oyable. 

The evening banquet will be built around a ·ordial wel
coming and a ming ling of gues ts, ho tesscs and hosts, all 
planned in such a way a. to make every minute of the 
evening pl easant. 

There is a need for early reo-i , tration of all who plan 
to attend clue to a minimum of hotel . pace. Confirm your 
reservations now. 

Minnesota we! ·omes yuu ! ~Iinneapo li s-St. Paul wel
comes you! The ~finne. ota Dahlia Society look forward 
to greeting, making friend s and renewing acquaintance 
with you one and all ! 

• 
Greater Pittsburgh Dahlia Society 

G1-catcr Pittsburgh Dahlia ociety officers for th year 
1950 are as follow : 

President- ]. G. Barry. 
] st Vice-President-R. G. Emery. 
2nd Vice-P1-esident-J. Klingensmith. 
Treasurer- Paul Planert. 
Secretary-Mrs. Henry 1IacRobe1-ts. 
Board Members-William Parke, \\Tilliam Rath, \Valter 

Grieve, David Ross. 
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Farmingdale Trial Garden 

The twenty-nine seedlings at the Long Island In stitute 
of Agriculture and Technology Farmi ngdale Trial Garden 
on Long Island, New York, are doing very well indeed. 
The plants ar e healthy which is an indication that the 
students and the resident profe ional personnel a re up 
on their toes and giving t he ga rden their untiring and 
unselfi sh attention. 1'Ir. Chris Ris srneyer, \vho is in direct 
charge of the Trial Garden, is devoting a great deal of 
hi s personal attention to it, to the encl that the results 
will be beyond criticism. 

Emil Berzau, Chairman of the Committee representing 
The Long Island Dahlia Society, visits the Trial Garden 
at least twice a week and some of hi s committeemen and 
officers of the Society have accompanied him on numerous 
occasions, and will continue to do so. 

On Sunday, Aug ust 13th, :five members visited the 
Trial Garden and were able to judge several entri es . 
Among them was a beautiful 11-inch purple info rmal dec
orative, a 7-inch r ed semi cactus, and a white with a 
blending of lavender cactus, A size. Should they ever be 
disseminated, the dahlia growers are as ured of at 1 ast 
three worthwhile dahlias. 

Abutting the Trial Garden are plantings of fine tandard 
varieties including porn pom , miniature , balls and botani
cal dahlias and just beyond is the test garden of The Long 
I sland Dahlia Society \\rith a planting of 175 standard 
varieties. All told there are approximately 350 plant , 
practicall y all in :fine condition. 

The Long I sland Dahlia Society will hold a field clay 
at the Trial Garden on Sunday, Septernl er 10th, at 3 P.M. 
and the invitation to attend is extended to all who may 
be interested. 

LO G ISLAND DAHLIA OCIETY SHOW 
(Co11t i1111cd frO J/1 page 6) 

award of a tri-color and special prize for the best ai-rangc
rnent in this class. 

If interested in exhibitin g at our how, contact any of 
the aforesaid officers. 

JosEPJI INI': BAZEWl K , Secretary. 

• 
Badger State Dahlia Society 

The Bad<Y r State Dahlia ociety will hold the annual 
Dahlia & Flower Show on eptembcr 3 and 4, 1950 at the 
Community Center , :Madi on, ¥ l isconsin. 

From present indications \\"e will have a very good show . 
\VALTER B. SENTY, Sec. 

• 
Pacific Dahlia Society 

Due to the passing of R. S. ( S atty ) Hudson on July 
7th, , .... e are compelled to cancel all plans for the 1950 
Long Beach Show. 

Please addre s all communications to A. P. Taylor, 
President, 921 Garfield Street, Santa Ana, California. 
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The American 
DAHLIA SOCIETY, Inc. 

ORGA1 IZ ED }.IAY 10, 1915 

"Th o iely i · formed for the purpo e of stimulating 

intere · t in and promoting the culture and development of 

the Dahlia; to e · tabli h a standard nomenclature; to Le t 

out n ew varieti s and give them ucb recognition a 

they dese rv ; to tudy the di eases of the Dahlia and 

find remedie for ame, and to disseminnte information 

r elating lo thi flower; to secure uniformity in awnrd

ing prizes at flower ho w , and to give exhibitions when 

deemed advi able." 

LEO L. POLLAK. President 
Upper 1Iounta in Ave., Upper Montcla ir, New J ersey 

GORDON F. vV AASER, Editor 
378 Penn ylvania Ave., Freeport, New York 

ANDREW F. Mur.CAHY, Secretary 
20 Marshal Ave., Floral Park, New York 

HENRY A. OL EN, Treasurer 
45 Oement AYe., Elmont, ew York. 

Editorial 

Our special f ature in this August Bulletin is a com
prehens ive article on .Arrangements and Use of Dahlias 
by Virginia Pollak, di tinguished American culptre s. 
Gifted wife of our A.D.S. President, :Mrs. Pollak's in
fluence in Horticulture i · assuming the proportions of 
her prowe s as a culptress. 

Co-operating with the A.D.S. in our 1950 Show, the 
Horticultural Society of New York will bring to our 
Garden Club ection, a new group of exhibito rs \Yho 
specialize in Aow·er ari-angements. 

Members of our American Dahlia Society will furni sh 
the blo soms and these talented ladies will vie fo r the 
prizes for Dahlia arrano·ement. 

Your Committ e hopes d1at a ll this pecial attention to 
Dahlia "ari-ange rs" will inspire many to enter the diversi
fied classes in our Garden Club Section . • ·.\.lways an out
standing feature of an A.D.S. Show, all previous efforts 
cloubtle s will be urpassecl this year. 
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National Capital Dahlia Society 

Plans have been completed fo r our 15th A nnual Re
g ional Dah lia show which will be held at the U. S. Botanic 
Garden, Maryland Ave. and 1st t., S. \\'. on aturday 
and Sunday, Sept. 23 and 2..J., 1950. Entri s wi ll close at 
12 :00 noon on the 23rd. About $500 worth of fin e trophies 
wi ll be awarded, as well as The A.m ri can Home Achieve
ment Medal and .. D.S. Gold Medal ertifi cates for 
dahlias qualifying under the .D. S. Svveepstakes R ules. 

U nder the capable show-chairmanship of . . -\. hear n 
plans l1aye been made to arrange the show primarily for 
arti ti c effect. T he vari ous sections are li sted al phabeti
cally in t he Show Schedule a nd will be a rranged in the 
Botanic Garden that vi. itors wi ll normally pa s from 
sec tion to ection in the ame o rder. T hi should make 
th e _ ectiow easier to locate. Approximate ly 20,000 visitors 
and 3,000 exhibit are expected. 

It is plan ned to hold on Sept. 10 a show at St. E li za
beth's Hospital of dahlia grown by the patient_ from 
stock furn i heel by the Society. The Society is supply ing 
a trop hy to be awa rded to the winn er. 

In our past several hows out-oi-town dahlia fans have 
been impre sed by the beautiful display ca rds in ou r 
educational exhibit . 1Iany have asked how duplicate 
could be obtained. Thi will now be made po sible at a 
co ~ t of only $5.00 a set (approx imately cost pri ce) pro
vided that a total of 10 rclers can be obtained. Two sheets 
ready for mounting a re in the set, one showing 8 common 
type of dahlias in color and naming them as to type and 
size while the other hows by way of color d illustrations 
and descriptive legends how dahlias can be g rown from 
seed, tubers and cuttings. The beets ready mounted on 
stiff cardboard will cost $7 a et. The sheet measure 
about 4112 by 3 feet and can be read at a di stance of 
about 20 feet . They a re made by one of our art ist member , 
Paul F. P etrie, by the silk sc reen process. 

• 
DR HE N RY c. PAHKF.R, 

Publicity . 

Dahlia Society of Kentucky 

Plans are completed fo r eve ry fine show at the Ken
tucky Hotel , Loui vill e, Kentucky, September 23 and 24. 

GROW MORE 
SHOW MORE 

.Make the Dahlia America's 

Leading Flower! 
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You are cordially jnvited to visit our 

gardens and ee our seedlings as well 

as a number of new importations, and 

standard varieties. 

We plan to have our usual exhibit at 

the A.D.S. Show at the Essex House in 

New York on Sept. 20 and 21. We hope 

to meet you there. 

Our advcuiced price list is now available. 

RUSCHMOHR 
Dahlia Gardens 

38 Vincent St., Rockville Centre, N. Y. 

GROVER MOLLINEAUX 
As we go to press, new· reaches u. of the passing of 

Grover C. Mollineaux, ve ry prominent member of the 

Long Island Dahlia Society. 

To mo t A.D.S. members 1'.fr. :rviollineaux is 1 est known 

as the orig inator of that fine Dahlia "Marilyn Dale." 

He headed the fi rm of Mollincaux Brothers, cleale1-s in 

coal and oil , which has been ope rated by hi s family fo r 

a century and a quarter. 

He wa secretary of the Grecnpoint Savings Bank in 

Brooklyn ·when lie ret ired four y ars ago. \Videly known 

as a dahlia 0 -rower lie won many prizes in shows th1-ough

out the M tropolitan area. He was a 111 mber of the 

Long Islan l Dahlia Society, th 1forton 1fasonic Lodge 

and a charter member of Hempstead Golf Club. 

He is survived by his wife, Ivy; a daughter, M r . ).far

j ory Morris; a son, Grover Jr., and two g ranclcl1ildren; 

to whom all Dahlia friends extend heartfelt sympathy. 
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Tips for the Novice Showman 

Study your schedul e and class ifi cation li st carefully
a splendid entry in the wrong class results in disqualifi
cation l 

Cut blooms in the evening-store overnight in deep cold 
water in a cool cella r- if avail able. 

Do not pack too tightly fo r transporting. Better use an 
extra box or two. P lace lightly crushed soft paper under
neath and between the blossoms. 

If possible arrive at Showroom an hour or two early
better opportunity to procure containers, water, etc. 

After setting up display, re-check schedule a nd be sure 
your entry is in the proper class. If in doubt ask any 
experienced showman or any officer of the Society. 

After the awards ha ve been made, check any non-win
ning entry and try to ascerta in the reason you were de
feated. Ask a competent judge to he1p you. You may re
ceive very valuable information for the future . 

• 
Kitsap County Dahlia Society 

Bremerton, Washington 

T he fo rthcoming Kitsap County Dahlia Society show 
is to be held in B remer ton, \i\Tashington on August 24, 
25, 26, 1950. 

DAHLIAS 
A cordial invitation is extended to our Dahlia 
loving friends to visit our gardens from now 
until frost, and see for themselves our 
gorgeous display. Our selections include over 
300 varieties, both large and small, with all 
the colors of a rainbow. 

You will see the best of the 1949 introduc
tions, also some very promising seedlings. 

Watch for our New Introductions at the 
A.D.S. show, held at the Essex House, Cen
tral Park South, New York City, Sept. 20 
and 21 , 1950 and see our unusual display. 

At our Gardens you can secure a 
Royal Bouquet at a reasonable price. 

ALBERT 
DAHLIA 

• 
PARRELLA 
GARDENS 

:-t:l80 ELY AYENl'E, DRONX 66, N. Y. C. 
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ADVANCE OFFER 
The new DAHLIADEL SCORE SHEET is a simplified system of making 
Dahlia Records, arranged so it may be easily used by the novice, and also make 
all the records necessary for the Dahlia enthusiast, professional or even the 
commercial grower. This system allows you to record 10 varieties on one page 
4 x 6%" , punched for standard loose leaf binder, the Dahliadel Color Chart size. 
Send for SAMPLE SHEET. NEW DAHLIADEL SCORE SHEETS are now 
available SO for 60¢-$1.00 per hundred postpaid. We have also devised a 
DAHLIADEL SCORE CLIP which enables you to score all dahlias, ei ther in 
the field or on the bench according to the A.D .S. Sta'nclarcls, and much easier 
than other available means. 

• 

SPECIAL OFFER 
We have only a limited number of the DAHLIADEL POCKE'.f EDITION 
described belo-vv and w ill supply SO New Dahliadel Score Sheets with the 
DAHLIADEL SCORE CLIP, and include sample A.D.S. Score Sheets, and 
the complete A.D.S. and C.S .D.S. Classification List, all for the orig inal price 
of the DAHLIADEL POCKET EDITION-$15.00. This combination is very 
useful in staging and judging any Dahlia Show. 

HOH.'l'lCUl/l' UUAL COLO U lt CHA H'I' 
( Pnhlh.;lu~d by t11e Uoynl llorticulturnl 

So<"iet,· of Eu;.:;land) 
DAHLL\.OEL PO Cli.ET EDI'l'ION of the HO.R

'rICULTURAL COLOU.R CHA.RT contains 175 
·olor blocks arr anged in the spectrum order, 
primarily for the American Dahlia Society w ith 
a definite col or range on each set of pageK 
Autumn s have been added to make the col or 
range more compl ete. Lt is a compl ete chart for 
oth er flowers with the addition of vio l ets, and 
t h e omission of the greens a nd a few blues. 

"Thii-; Ch art is in two Yolum es with 1011 loose 
s h eets in e~ich, and four col or tones on eat'h 
sheet. Tt has the most compl ete range of co l ors 
with the exeeption of autumns w hi c:h have been 
added in t h e Dahliaclel PockeL Ed it ion. It has 
t h e best. colors of any C' l1 art publislled J'or Hor
ticultural use. T h e color names are nearly a ll 
in common usage. 

<.:om11Jete Ch:u:t of 2 \'olume.-;, $12.:>0 

Sheet:.; 1111n(•l1ecl nud Ntt•h Yohune in a 
Loose J.en( Biude1· ( '011111lete -·--------·------·-- $l4.0·t> 

Darker s h ades are in columns to t h e right 
w ith li g hter tints to the l eft. rag·es a r e covered 
w ith Celloph ane a n cl in a standard 6 % x 3 :;.~ 

binder. Pocket Edition in Lom;e Lent'. Binder, 
incluclin~· abo,·e S11ecinl Offer, for n lhnltecl 
time only ... $.l:J.00. 

Above Horticultural <'hnrt with 2 / :-t or 1he 
(' ~llor blocks cut out thnt are u:o;ecl in 1lu• 
Pocket Eflition (n:m hlo<•k:o; untonehNI. 
16:> witl1 1/:t bJock left in) in 2 Loo1;e 
Lenf Dhl(lers ----------------.. ----------··-------- .. ·----·---- $ 7 .00 

Dal1lhulel Pocket hclitlon with t11e nl1<1Ye 
Horticultu:ral C hart with 2 / :t of t11e color 
hlocks cut out ,,·lien orclcrecl to1.:;etl1er 
Including s11ecial <> lfer ----------------------------- .. $20.00 

DAHlIADEl NURSERIES 
WARREN W. MAYTROTT BOX 14, VINELAND, N. J. 
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