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RUSCHMOHR PRESENTS 
The Big Dahlia Winners Of The Year 

BRIDE'S BOUQUET (Bake r ) F.D. Pure wh ite 
w it h no trace of a n y other co lor in hloom. Size 
10-12 in c h es. Stem 7-1 2 in c h es long a nd st r a ig ht. 
Robust. growe r . V\T inne r of Th e American Home 
A hi vem ent Medal ln SL. Loui s . vVinner of 
American Dahli a Soc ie ty Go ld Ce rtifi cate at 
N. Y. as worth y seed lin g. V\'inn r of fo rilori o u s 
.Award R i bbon in seedlin g · lass a l Midwest 
S h ow. 

Roots $15.00 
Plants $7.50 3 for $20.00 Net 

'rHE CARDI NAi. (Baker) S .. Co lor cardin a l 
r cl. B looms 10-1 2 in ch es, facing, o n long can e 
like sterns, \·ve il a bove lh e fo li age. B u sh 6 fl. 

\ .\' inn er of American Home Ac hi 0veme nl 
Meda ls, at The M idwest Sh ow in Mi lwauk ee, 
Ce n tra l States Show in C hi cago, Tri- il y S h ow, 
in Mo lin e, Ill. and Th South r n Dahli a Con f r 
en ce Show al C h attan ooga. vVinn r of Go ld 
Meda l as best seed ling, in Mad ison, \.\Tis . \ l\' in 
n e r of 3 largest.. a nd be t bl ooms in Sout h rn 
Confe re n ce Show at C h attanooga. \.\' inn r of 
t h e Derri ll \ l\T. Hart M clal w it h an av rage 
score of 85.5 in 3 A.D .. Trial Gro und s. B ing 
cert ified at At Ia n ta 86, East Lansing 85.5 and 
C in c inn ati 85. 

Roots $15.00 Net 
Plants $7.50 3 for $20.00 Net 

Nli:\.Y J,oou. (Guttler) S.C. Emp ir e ye llow, very large blooms, running 12-H inches. Long :-;ti rr 
8lem s. Buc:h es 6 ft. tall. \Vinn e r of Th e A m e ri ca n Hom e Achievement :VJeclal in Ameri an Dahlia. 
Society Sh ow in New York, a l so in N. E. Penn. Show in Scr a nto n, Pa. a nd L. I. Dahlia Society Show 
in J amaica, ~. Y. \Vinn er of :\l e ritor ious Award Ribbon in Seedlin g la s at :\'li dwest Show in 
::.Vlilwaukee, \Vi sco n s in . Winner as l a r gest and most perfect bloom in L. T. Dah li a Sh w in J !l ·l7 . 

Roots $15.00 Net Plants $7.50 3 for $20.00 Ne t 

!'end Jor our Regular Catnlog. 

RUSCHMOHR DAHLIA GARDENS 
38 Vincent Street 

"CAROLINA LASSIE" 

Rockville Centre, N. Y. 

"CAROLINA LASSIE" 
Introduced for our 

Silver Anniversary) 1949 

This lovely flower is a seedling of Rev. B. L. K ni ght 
of Bishopville, South Carolina. It i s an inc:urved Cartu,;, 
bright shining lavender. Very fin e cut-flower. 

Roots .. ---- -------- ----------- __ $7.50 each n e t 

Plants ____ -------- __ ----------- _$3.75 each net 

• 
Send for our ca talog . 

• 

GOLDEN RULE DAHLIA FARM 
Dept. B. Route 2, Lebanon, Ohio 
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4 
Bulletin of the rnerican Dahlia ociety 

Plans Complete for a Great A.D.S. Show 
Before the vases were tucked away, closing our 1948 

Show, President Leo Pollak wa busy with his Commit
tee in preparation for thi year. 

Practically all detail s have been worked out. Our Show 
Manager, Henry Ol sen, i planning another smooth, effi
cient job. 

Th Schedul e and Premium List have been mailed out, 
together with the Cla ification List, a ll in ample time to 
permit you to plan your garden in exact requirements of 
the Show table. 

• 
Court of Honor Award 

As we go to press, one of our officers inform us that 
throuo-h an inaclvertency we neglected to mention in 
our A.D.S. Show chedu le that the beautiful East St. 
Loui s Dahlia Society Trophy will again be awarded to 
the winner in this class. Dr. Fred J. Knocke now holds 
the trophy, having been its first winner at the ew York 

how last Fall. 

A grower must win it three times in order to receive 
permanent po ession. 

Entry form will be found on the back cover of the 
Schedule. Won't you mail in your entrie to Henry A. 
Olsen, 189-23 -J.-1-th Ave., Flu bing, New York, two week 
in advance of tbe Show date, September 21st and 22nd 
at the Hotel Statler (formerly known as the Hotel Penn-
sylvania) 7th Ave., and 33cl St., ew York City. 

• 
Present Day Problems to Classification 

In discussing the classification of dahlias it is well to 
conserve the values of the past and consider some of 
the most important questions of our own times. In a 
general way and in the short space of a single article, 
we may consider color di tribution and botanical trans
formations. 

If we are to give color it clue consideration, let us think 
of it in a specific relation to flowers. There are so many 
things to be said about color. It is all very well to under
stand the physical aspect of color and to have a fair 
idea of the principles of the spectrum. Color covers a 
wide field, becomes a little intricate in spots, but, for our 
purposes, its apprehension and evaluation is compara
tively simple. Whence color in flowers? Historically, ex
pert botanists have demonstrated highly specialized cells 
within the plant structure, which impart color hues in 
various degrees of color blend and saturation. At this 
point, we might as well tos in a few trick terms. Plastids 
are a conspicuous part of the plant structure, of which 
chloroplasts are a common example and significant be
cause they have been demonstrated in the bright petals 
of flowers. Briefly, we may also mention a few of the 
pigments that are found in plant life. They are known 
as carotin, chlorophyll, xanthopbyll, and the blue and 
reel anthocyanins. These pigments are in solution and 

flow within th e cell st ructure, within th eir va ·uolc and 
a re a comp nent part of the abO\·e menti oned hig hly 
specialized cell which ar capable of absorbing- a nd r -
fleeting light wave . They a r found in th e c 11 a p a nd 
find an ultimate abo le in the I ' a \'t: and petal.. 

It is tru that col r exi t in nature in an impure 
state, that it is a bl end of more than one colo r.. 1fany 
harrnoniou blends and uffusion . exist. The hio·her 
degrees of brilliance ar obtained thr ug h a mixture with 
white, and, medium and le ser degr ee of brilliance 
through a cries of g ray to black. In the bota nical w rld 
there is a definite a pproach to the . tucly of color a nd 
we may refer to the color divi . ion by D an<loll e, who 
separated color in nature into twn °Tcat groups, viz., 
the zanthic or yellow bl end s, and the cyanins, or the 
blends of blue. Harmonious blends occur in both group · 
and through hybricli zat i n mi xture. of hnth groups ar 
found in dahlia . . Either groups may thruw white or reel . . 
Hence, \\' may se a white with a faint dilution of yel
low, or a r cl with a yellow base. n th · other ha ncl we 
have white with a faint la\'encl ·r hue, ancl . ome blue
reds, which have I cen tmcler cli scuss i1 n for the last year 
or so. 

In th e w rk of th J oint ommill c. co\nr was give n 
careful con icleration. This committee cl ·cickcl to con
tinue the o-rouping of color s and was cmwin ·eel that this 
is still the most pract ical way to treat color. The futur 
of color di stribution with spec ia l refer nee tn the dahlia 
is secure; th Men lcli an theory of he redity :till prevail . 
It may, therefore, be . lated thal a ny clecicl ·cl change in 
the general color di tribution o[ ·olur in da hl ia - is hanlly 
to be expe ted. H enc , our approach ti th ' soluti on < f 
color group. was 11101-e toward th e cunsen·ati ,·e side. It 
may seem to . ome tha t thc · e variation: in ulor is just 
a haphazard occurcnce, or, that it happens hy chance. 
This is far from th truth. These colo r blends and shacks 
appear in fairly r g ular proportions . Each variety has 
inherent cell s which determine th ' colur pattern of ca ·h 
succeedin o- generation. These definit ' hi nlogical and 
chemical reaction a re usually ·ons ta nt in a g iven variety, 
except in the rare ca e of a color "spurt." i\ature runs 
riot in ' color at times. Vi/ may expect a color mutation 
which is a new di stribution of color, t1uit · unlike a ny 
hitherto combination r di stribution. •ntil such time a -
these mutation become numerous , th ·y may he assig11 ·cl 
with oth r o-roup .. \Yh n enough vari ·til'S l'xist to form 
a new color 0 ·roup thi · new group will l>e clcli11ccl as in 
the pa t. 

In nature we have ertain problems which dea l with 
impure c tor. Vvc ar not cl ·aling with r()lur hands , or 
trying to keep certain color classes ck•an, as an arti st 
would paint a picture. Th re are color rharartcristics 
which mu t be rccogniz cl. 'aturc adorns veil ow with 
a touch of gTeen or reel. It makes whit · m;ir · brilliant 
by the addition of yellow. Color suffusions are tanned or 
buffed and had ed with 0 Tay. ulor· arc mixed in an 
evident blended serie . The had cl blend · and uffu ions 
have been placed into a new Autumn cla ·s. The zanthic 
blends have been separated into a cla s 1 y them elve . 
The remaining blends constitute the final ubdivi ion, 
which also included the so-called t\\' -tun I nrietie . 
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In our classifi cati on pinks a re dilutions of r ed including 
the yel low- reds; lavenders originate on the cyani s side 
and a re dilutions of purple. Creams and ivory are g·rouped 
with whites. A trne white colored flower probably neve r 
existed. Faint unsuspected but highly attenuated dilutions 
of other colors affect an inevitable departure fro m pure 
and flawless white. The same may be said of the other 
solid color groups. Blends as we know them conta in 
intern1ingling colors of more than one group and a re 
ufficiently abrupt to detect at six feet. Their present clay 

assignment will depend upon the color combinations. 

The botantical aspects of classification are set by 
authority. The general plan of the dahlia is listed from 
tuber to blossom in all of its variations. It is not an 
easy chapter and its entire significance cannot be grasped 
by the beginner. However, the various deviations a re 
classified according to botanical standards, and, these 
respective type have become very well known and are 
understood by th dahli a fraternity at la rge. At times, 
it is neces a ry to study the modifications and transitions 
of part of the inflo1·escence. Stamens and pistils change 
to petals. There a re various modifi cations of the disc. 
Deviations in fo rm could become exten ive. These future 
changes must be fo ll owed by a person well qualifi ed to 
render decisions. The botani t can trace these transfor
mation . He know their source and understand how 
the reproductive elements of the plant may be affected. 
H e know an l recognize the principle m difications and 
class ifies t hem in a conveni ent manner. The insignifi cant 
differences are noted in the record of a plant analysis. 
Lancination of a ligulate corolla would come under this 
latter heading, as it is merely a separation of the terminal 
ligul e into pa1·tial lobules, but, not a sig nificant deviation 
which would alter the species. All of these modifi cations 
of type together with their official classification belong 
to authority. The A merican Dahlia Society has a lways 
foll owed thi general plan. This authority was further 
recocrni zed by the J oint Committee and some of the gen
eral terms were simplified and arranged into a ready refer
ence glossa ry a a part of the 1949 Classification of 
Dahlia , span ored jointly by the A merican Dahlia o
ciety and the Central States Dahlia Society. 

A an off- hoot of thi work, the Maytrott Color chart 
came into being. T he author offers it a a guide to color 
and an aid in class ification. It has been endorsed by the 

merican Dahlia Society. 

Thi is a I rief, short sketch of some of the pha e_ of 
clas ifi cation. There are many problems not set clown here. 
You, who a re we ll versed in thi s work, may do your 
society a favor and write in. Th is writer welcomes per-
onal ob ervat ions. Some of these problem happen in 

your backyard. The next, immediate future modifi cation 
may be your . We welcome these reports. The w riter 
al o knows the humane side of thi s work, of the many 
toil some hours by so many volunteers; of the tecliou , 
teady grind. Hats a re off to the offi cers and members 

of the above ocieties, wh made thi s unselfi sh attempt 
to correlate "head, hand and heart." In maintaining 
these modern principles of precision, we have not for
gotten the average member. It's true, maybe, that some 
of his concepts may be a littl e hazy; that he gets balled 
up at times on color and form. But, he is the guy who 
communes with nature. He follows his hobby. He reads 
more and more about it, dissects a plant once in a while, 
and, even attacks the abstract problems of theoretical 
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science. These individual s are a part of classification. They 
are qualified and can give an opinion on some of the 
phases of this work. His ends will be served by foll owing 
the general plan. He hybr idi zes species. He offers new 
and perplexing blends. He is the fellow who k eps the 
Classification Committee on t heir toes. 

EDWARD F. M DADE, M. D. 

• 
Dahlia Culture for the Novice 

Soil preparation is so capably explained in a feature 
article of this is sue, we will consider first, the setting 
of po ts. We prefer one by one stock; six feet long for 
large flowering Dahlias, five feet for small. Drive the 
posts fifteen inches in the ground. If you hav space, 
et them four feet apart in each direction. They can be 

grown t11ree feet apart if necessary. 
Open the hole by finally working the soil. Place the 

tuber flat, eye up approxi mate ly five inches below the 
sur face level. F ill in two incbe of oil. After the plant 
begins to grow, the balance of the depression may be 
filled in. Set green plants, so the top of the ball of ea rth 
is fo ur inches b low surface level. 

Once a mon th t hereafter, rake in a handful of good 
balanced fert ilizer, preferably one of organic nature in a 
circle whose rad ius from the stalk is fifteen inches. 

Spray the plants once a week with a good general gar
den sp ray such as D-X. (We like to acid to it the re
centl y introduced 'Parathion'.) Several time during the 
eason, as the plant g row, tie securely to take. 
LARGE FLOWERI NG VARIETIES: When plant 

is a foot tall , pinch out the top; this will encourage four 
to six latera l branche to g row, producing a fine bu h 
growth . F ive or six weeks later , when buds begin to 
fo rm, pinch out the side buds, permitting onl y one st rong 
bud on each branch. Also pinch out the top two se ts of 
lateral branche which grow in the axi ls of the four top 
leaves. After the initial fl owers bloom, new branches 
from th e lower portion of the plant will I ud up and may 
be handl ed in imil a r ma nner a the first et. 

S1JALL FLO\IVERING VARIETIES: W hen plants 
are a foot hi 0 ·h, pinch out the top. Then when the 
branche a re several inche long, pinch ach out agai n. 
\ i\'hen buds set, the plant will have plendid bush fo rma
tion with many fl owering tips. Do not di bud. 

Digging and storage will be discussed in our next i sue. 

• 
Open Executive Meeting June 10 

All members are invited to join with your officers at 
the June 10th meeting. 

Dr. Oscar T. E ichmann of the tate Institute oE ~ g ri
culture. Farmingdale, L. I. will address us on the ub
j ect "Soil Preparation." 

Those who heard the February lecture will surely be 
on hand and they recommend that all members who can 
attend, should not miss this one. 

Friday, June 10th, Hotel Statler, New York City, 
Parlor 2, Ballroom Floor, 7 :30 P JvI. 
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The American Home Achievement Medal 
E. L. D. SEYMOUR, 

Horticultural Editor, The American Home Magazine 

The year 1949 has brought me two gratifying and 
unprecedented experiences, in connection with my 
stewardship of the American Home Achievement Medal. 
The first was the privilege of attending the annual A. D. S. 
banquet and there meeting both old friends and new ones. 
The second was receiving a request to write something 
for the A. D. S. Bulletin, which I am glad to do. I might 
mention as a third thrill, the recording, early in May on 
the closing elate for applications for the Medal, of requests 
from 54 organizations for the trophy in 1949. This figure 
ties the all-time record set in 1940 and again in 1941. So 
apparently interest in the Medal is still keen. 

As usual, the majority of the applications (32 out of 
the 54) came from Dahlia societies. Twenty-one were 
from gladiolus organizations, and one from the American 
Peony Society. A similar condition obtained last year, 
when 53 Medals were asked for, and 47 of them awarded, 

• 
Presentation 

of the 
American 

Home 
Achievement 

Medal 
to 

Martin Guttler 
watched by 

A.D.S. officials. 
Rear, 1. to r., 

Sec. A. J. 
Mulcahy, 

H. Dewey Mohr, 
L. B. Dudley; 

front, 
Gordon F. Waaser, 

Mr. Guttler, 
E. L. D. Seymour, 

Horticultural 
Editor of 
American 

Home . 

• 

32 going to Dahlias, 13 to gladiolus novelties, and two 
to peonies. 

It may not be general ly realized that the Achievement 
Medal dates back to 1920 or even earlier. This gives it, 
I think, one of the longest continuous histories of any 
of the current, important horticultural awards. At first 
it was "the Garden NI aga:::ine Achievement Medal." As 
such it went to a Dahlia-Kcnned:v's Tribune Elite-in 
New York in 1925; and to four varieties at four different 
shows in 1926. In 1928, when the GardC'n N!aga:::inc be
came The American H 0111e and entered a broader field, 
the Medal assumed its present name and began to be 
asked for and awarded in increasing numbers. In 1930, 
when 16 Medals were given, nine of them going to 
Dahlias, its nature and purpose were editorially described 
as follows: 
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"Cooperating with organized actlv1t1es for the promo
tion of horticulturnl interest, the A111erican Home places 
at the disposal of a certain number of selected organiza
tions its Achievement Medal created for the purpose of 
rewarding personal effort and stimulating further interest 
in plant cultivation. The American Home desires par
ticularly to give recognition to the discovery or develop
ment of new plants or new varieties of outstanding merit 
in groups of popular garden flowers ; also as occasion may 
determine, to recognize exceptional cultural skill or out
standing effort in garden activities." 

In 1936 when I succeeded the late Dr. Leonard Barron 
-one of the best friends the Dahlia ever had-as horti
cultural editor, I had to quickly become familiar with the 
interesting but complicated show records of that year, 
so as to prepare the summarizing report which is regu
larly published in each April is ue. To indicate what thi 
involves, our records for the past ten years, including 
1948, show that 467 Achievement Medals were offered 
and 352 awarded, 115 having been withheld because of a 
lack of entries up to the high standards that judges have 
invariably-or almost invariably-associated with this 
award. Of the 352 Medals given in that period, 243 have 
gone to Dahlias. Some clay, if I ever find the necessary 
time and energy, I would like to review those awards 
and study the sub equent history of the Medal winning 
varieties. My irnpre sion i that they stand high in the 
list of consistent good performers. 

Fundamentally, the policies governing the trophy l1ave 
chang cl little if at all since it wa e tablished. But there 
have had to be improvements in the manner of securing 
and handling the necessary data. Under our present sys
tem, early in January we send out a form letter to every 
organization that has offered the Medal at a show asking 
if it wishes authorization to include the trophy in its 
schedule for the current year. The letter continu 

"If so, the application below, and a copy of your society 
letterhead, must be received by The American Home on 
or before May 1. If it is approved, we will send you an 
official report form which must be filled out and returned 
within two weeks of the clo ing date of the show. If you 
can al o send a photograph of the winning variety and 
its originator, we will be glad to see it. By filling the 
application, you agree to conform to all rules and regula
tions governing the Medal, as tated herein and on the 
other side of this sheet, which you should retain a your 
part of the agreem nt." 

For every application received, a card is made and, as 
the official reports are received, the data is recorded. 
\i\Then the sea on ends, the information is compiled, and 
the Medals are engraved and ent to the .everal recipients. 
All thi sounds simple enough no doubt, and it would be 
if the information came in promptly and accurately. Un
fortunately, one of our greatest headaches has been un
explainable delays in receiving the form . Rarely have 
we been able to complete our records until January
and even then we have had, more than once, to note •· To 
reply from one (or more) societies" i1otwithstanding· 
telegraphic requests! Al o there is frequently surprising· 
variation in the spelling of the name of a variety, or of 
its originator, or in his address, when the same wi11ne1-
is reported from different shows. And even the color 
and type descriptions do not always coincide. \Vhy this 
is, is beyond me. 

Our new system, we feel, asks nothing impossible or un
reasonable. Under it, we can-and will have to be-more 
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hard-boiled. If a report is not received within two weeks 
of the close of a show (or reasonably soon thereafter) 
we will have to close our books and withhold the Medal 
from that particular organization for that year. You 
members of the A. D. S., especially you who carry the 

1 burden of show management, can help us and those to 
whom Medals are awarded by making sure that full re
ports are sent in promptly. 

Occasionally other odd problems arise, such as the 
request, a few years ago, from one show committee for 
two Medals instead of the one that had been asked for. 
The reason was that 22 judges had judged the Achieve
ment Medal class and had split 11 to 11 in favor of two 
competing entries. No one would budge and the commit
tee boped we would provide duplicate award ! Needless 
to ay, vve didn't. That particular problem was, of 
course, up to the organization, as are all details of the 
actual judging of the Medal class. All we require is that 
the regulations governing the Medal be compiled ·with, 
and the establi bed high standards et by the Medal over 
the year be upheld. Perhaps, at the risk of repetition, it 
would be logical to end the e notes by quoting those regu
lations, in connection with a cordial invitation to interested 
societies to write to me for any further information de
sired. The regulations and rules are as follows: 

"l. The _.\merican Home Achievement Medal is offered 
for award to the originator, amateur or professional, of 
the most worthy unclis eminated, but named, vari ty of 
Dahlia, at least three years old, (or of Peony, Iris or 
Gladiolus) whether shown by the originator or someone 
else. At least three blooms (or spikes, or sprays) mu t 
b shown, and entered specifically in a separate, clearly 
cl signated cla s provided in the schedule. 

"2. The award shall be made only to a new variety 
of adequate merit, distinction and novelty; one having 
distinctivenes as compared with existing varieties. It 
cannot be made to an unnamed seedling ; in the event of 
a uccessfol competing vari ty being without a name at 
the time of judging, the award will not be confirmed 
until a name, atisfactory to, and approved by, the na
tional flower society concerned (A. P. S., A. D. S., etc.) 
ha been given. 

""3. The winning of this :tvfeclal automatically renders 
the variety winning it ineligible to compete for it in any 
future year. 

"-L Before the icdal i included in the prize schedule 
of any how, the organization wi bing to offer it must 
file a formal application for authority to do o, accom
panied by it letterhead ; and thi application must be 
approved by the AMEH.ICAN HOME. Filing of such 
an application automatically signifies agreement to con
form to these condition . 

"5. _ report by the secretary or other regular officer 
of the organization offering the :Medal must be sent to 
the AMERICAN HO.ME within two weeks of the clo e 
of the show, whether 01· not the award is made. This 
report must be on a special form to be provided by the 
AMERIC\N HO).fE when the application is approved. 

"6. The conditions tated in Paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 
above must be included in the class description in the 
prize schedule of any show at which the Medal is offered." 
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Plans for the 1949 Mid-West Sho-w 
By George R. Currie 

The sixteenth annual !\lid-\Vest Dahlia how will be 
l1eld at Garfie ld Park Conservatory in Chicago on Satur
day and Sunday, September 17th and 18th, with the 
Central States Dahlia Society as host society. This show 
will a lso be the eighteenth annual show of Central States 
Dahlia Society. 

Mr. Glenn L. Pierce of Villa Park, Illinois , has been 
selected as show chairman. Not onl y was Glenn chair
man of t he 1948 Central States Dahlia Society show, 
but he has also served as show chairman of shows for 
othei- floral societies, and is excellent ly qualified both by 
experience and abi lity for the task. A nyone desiring a 
premium schedule sho uld write for the same to Mr. 
T. L. Pierce, 436 Summit Avenue, Vil la Park, Illinois. 

Like the situation w hi ch prevailed at the 1945 ~if id-West 
show at Cleveland a nd the 1946 Mid-'vVest show at St. 
Louis, there is no suitable hotel w ithin walking di stance 
at Garfield Park Conservatory to serve a convention 
headquarters fo r out-of-town vis itors to the how, so 
the show committee has selected the LaSall e Hotel as 
such headquarters. A ll who are plannin g on attending 
a re urged to write M r. S. ]. Fairhead, 10-1-11 S . ·wood 
Street, Chi cago 43, Illino is, for cards on which to re
quest hotel r eservations. Mr. Fairheacl already has these 
cards, and they will be promptly mailed upon request. 
It adds much to the enj oyment of attending a 1'1icl-West 
show to stay at the hotel selected as h eadquarters. Good 
street car accommodations over the J\Jadison Street line 
are provided from the LaSall e Hotel to the show. Get off 
the st reet car at Centra l Park A venue (as I re cal I, it 
is 3600 West) and walk north three short blocks on Cen
t ral Park Avenue. The first building on t he left is the gold 
domed Admini strat ion building of Garfi eld Park, and after 
reaching this you will see the g lass roof of the Conserva
tory to the north and also on tlie left ( \.i\/ est) side of the 
avenue. 

For those who drive and wish to go directly to the 
Conservatory, upon reaching the vicinity of Chi cago, 
it is advisable to stop at a fi11ing staton and secure a 
map of Chicago and have th e attendant point out the map 
Washington Boulevard and Garfield Park. \ i\Tashington 
Boulevard is one of the finest East and \ Vest Streets in 
the city for automobile traf-fic, with no street car tracks 
to contend with, and passes ri ght through Garfield Parle 
In approaching Washington Boulevard on a North and 
South street, one will find it easily if h e will remember 
that it is 100 North (one block North of Madison Street 
which is zero). Upon entering Washington Boulevard 
keep on this street until reaching Central Park A venue 
( 3600 West) and th en turn north on the latter street 
two blocks and you are at the Conservatory. There is 
usually ample parking space along the curbs of the 
streets near the Conservatory, and, if you bring blooms, 
there is a convenient parking location just to th e West 
of the Conservatory (the opposite side from Central 
Park Avenue). 

The host society is not sponsoring any tour of gardens 
in connection with the show, because of the grea~ dis-

tances involved in reaching many of the suburban gar
den , and fo r the further reason t hat ear ly Sunday morn
i1w is th e best time for dahlia fans to see the show under 
t h~ most favorab le conditions before tbe aisles get too 
crowded by throngs of people that fl ock to the show 
from late Sunday morning until near closing time in th e 
evening . No admiss ion is charged and the total two 
clay public attendance is certain to exceed 20,000. How
ever, rea li zing that many growers purposely arrive the 
clay before the opening of the show in t he hope of vis iting 
some of the dahlia gardens in the vicinity and meeting a nd 
visiting with other dahlia "bugs," M r. Lewis J. \i\Test and 
}.fr. J e se Strauss are personally arranging a tour for Fri
day afte rnoon, September 16th fo r the benefit of such 
early a r rivals. T hey w ill meet such v isitors during the 
noon hour at the LaSall e Hotel and will each have his 
automobi le in order to prov ide transportation to those 
who have arrived by plane, train or bus. In order to 
make the tour a real success they wi ll need the cooperation 
of all those who have come by automobi le by such visitors 
dri v ing their own cars on the tour and making any 
empty seats available to others in need of t ranspor tation. 

The tour w ill leave the LaSalle right after lunch 
Friday and visit M r. West's garden at Evanston, Mr. 
Strauss' garden at Glencoe, and then the exhibiti on gar
dens of M r. E lli s J. Asther's Northbrook Dahlia Gar
dens at the V illage of Northbrook, the largest commercial 
dahlia grower in the Chicago region. Any who arrive 
in t]1e city after the tour has left the LaSalle can j oin up 
with the party later in the afternoon by driving directly 
to Mr. Asther 's place at 1428 S hermer Avenue in the 
village of Northbrook. As a fitting conclusion to the 
tour it is planned that the group w ill have dinner to
geth er at some good suburban eating place. A nyone 
wishing to make advance arrangements for gett ing in 
on this tour should write Mr. Lewis J. West, 2300 Hartrey 
Avenue, Evanston, Illinois. 

The first thing on the prooTam fo r Saturday, the 18th , 
is the box luncheon served at noon at the rear of Exhi
bition Hall in the Conser vatory, fo r the judges and show 
workers. The out-of-the-state v isitors who ass ist with 
the judging will be th e g uests of the host society at this 
luncheon. Judging will get under way shortl y after 
the conclusion of the luncheon. 

At Chi cago shows the winners of "specials" as most 
perfect bloom and larges t bloom in each of the com
petitive sections, are brought to a Court of Honor at 
the encl of Exhibition Hall where a special team of 
judges selects from among th em the most perfect bloom 
in the show and the largest bloom in the show. By 
that time the judging of the show has been completed 
except for selecting th ese two g rand champion blooms 
and an interested throng of judges and exhibitors is 
sure to be on the sidelines t o watch thi s final judg ing 
event. 

In the class for seedlings 3 years , or older , it has been 
decided to follow the precedent established at Milwaukee 
last year of eliminating type formation classes and fo r 
the judges to award as many "meritorious award" rib-
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Garfield Park Con ervatory at Chicago, ' here the 19419 Mid-West Dahlia Show will be held. The conservatory 

pro.per and the propagating hou es have 184,765 sq. ft. of glass and 134,462 sq. ft. of floor ae a, and it i the worlll's 

largest con ervalory under one roo.f. 

bons as they deem there are worthy ent1·ies . This class 
will be a strong one this year. Two ntri s almost cer
ta in to be there are Lew Sa1·ett's white S. ., Jl!ado1111a, 
and Jim :March's reel I.D. on a gold I ackgrounrl, Pirate 
Trea ure, both having immen e size and both of which 
the writer has ·watched with admiring inter t fo r th past 
tw seasq.n s. In addition to these two worthy contend
ers, there undoubtedly will be a number of othe1· o-oocl 
ent ri es, because most of the leading eed ling growers of 
the country have arranged for their 1950 hopefuls to be 
grown on trial in the vicinity of Chicao-o and xhibitecl 
at this Mid-West show. 

Chicago shows are always interesting shows. It is 
primarily a show of competition between amateur grow
ers. Furthermore, many of the growers in this re0 ·ion 
o-o in for growino· the current year' introductions and 
most of the 19.+9 Honor Roll varieties are likely to be 
seen on the how tables. There are also a 11umber who 
import the new one fr m Ho11ancl eacl1 year, althougl1 
as yet proper show classes hayen't been et up for showing 
up these Holland importations to advantage in the hi
cago show, most o[ which are of B size. This can only 
be accomplished hy setting up eparate color cla es for 
B ize blooms and adoptinO' a show rule preventing B 
size bl oms from being xhibitcd in th same cla . es 
with :\. dahlia . The lev land and 1Iilwaukee shows 
are notable xarnpks of show which have developed 
strong classes for B dahlias, and exhibitors whose in
tere t centers on such cla ses. 

The special classe for ix and ten bloom entries, each 
bloom in the entry of a different variety, are always 
a feature of the hicago how, with the k eenest of com
petition, and some of the topnotch specimen blooms of 
the show will be sure to be een in th se entries. The 
artistics arrang ment classes are a <Treat source of 
strength and interest in thi . how, and are the magnet 
which attracts the attention of the lady show vi itor.. 

The annual business meeting of the Mid-\Vest Dahlia 
Conference is scheduled to take place at 5 :00 P.11. Sat
urday in one of the rooms at the Con ervatory. The 
chief item of business is always that of fixing the loca
tion of the Mid-West show for the ensuing year. The 
Minnesota Dahlia Society has already extended a formal 
invitation for holding the 1950 show at :Minneapolis, and 
there is a rumor afloat that the Toledo Dahlia ociety 
may also extend an invitation. 

The banquet and ensuino· pro 0 -ram will be held at the 
La all Hotel at 7 :00 P.M. aturday evening . The 
nature of this program hasn't yet been announced but 
it is certain to be good. 

Tl1e attendance £ out-of-state grower at the e 1Iid
V-l e t show has been growing year I y year since the 
en ling of the war, and all signs point to the best attend
ance ever at Chicag this September. Better make your 
vacation plans now so as to include this great show and 
its att nding goodfcllowsh ip, which you will find will 
exceed even your fondest expectations l 

• 
The Ohio Valley Dahlia Association 

An outstanding event of the yea r was our meeting of 
1Iarch 10th, held at the Y.Vl.C.:\. A dinner preceded 
the meeting and a total of seventy-fiv members and 
guest attended. In pite of a spring blizzard, members 
from as far away as Incliana1 oli . Indiana and May ville, 
K ntucky, wer present. After the dinne1· Kodachrome 
slides of new foreign dahlias and Honor Roll dahlias 
were shown. 

Our Show Committee i w rking very hard to have 
the 19..J.9 show the best on record. Our how chairman, 
l\fr. Andrew Doermann, orth Trevor Av ., Cheviot, 
Cincinnati, 11, Ohio, will be v ry g lad to send a Schedule, 
to any one cl irincr same. 

Th O.V.D.A. ex.tends a cordial invitation to members 
of all Dahlia Societie to attend our show, vvhich will 
be held September 2.fth and 25th, in the lobby of the 
Paramount Th at1·e, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Aue~ MATTICK, Sccrclar31• 

• 
Orange County Dahlia Society 

The following officers were elected to serve in 19.+9: 
President-Dr. G. Emmett Raitt. 
1 t Vice President-L. 0. Archibald. 
2nd Vice President-Elden McNeil. 
3rd Vice President-Hayward Allen. 
Secretary-Treasurer-\i\T anda Bose. 
Show Manager-Hobert J orclan. 
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The Way to Better Dahlias
Some Thoughts From Australia 

By M. I. FITzG ERALD 

85 Nicholson St., Coburg N. 13, Victoria, Australia 

May we take this opportunity to wish all readers of 
the B LT.ETIN a very good New Year and may the dahlias 
of 1949 be bigger, better and brighter than ever before. 

In this present article we intend to di cuss briefly 
several matters which we believe may contribute to the 
improvement of lahlia knowledge and dahlia lore, and 
we will conclude with a few brief comments on some 
exceptionally fine dahlias which appeared in many far
flung dahlia growing points of thi continent of Australia. 

WHAT DO WE KNOW ABOUT DAHLIA 
GROWING? At first sight this question may seem easy 
to answer ... we may be tempted to reply glibly that 
so much ha been written about dahlia that little more 
remains to be said. Analysis of the question, however, 
tends to show that true cientific dahlia knowledge is 
foll of gaps, doubts and fallacies with plenty oE old wives 
tales thrown in for good measure. Admittedly the text
books cover the rudiment of culture, such as general 
feeding, planting, digging of roots and so on. Admittedly 
also the dahlia magazines of the world carefully list and 
describe the new winners at the shows. But we have in 
mind something more. We believe that there is a great 
need for a dahlia forum which does more than answer 
questions. We would like to see a section in each dahlia 
journal and each dahlia society where all growers are 
asked and encouraged to give their personal observations 
and evidence to expert committees who would then sift 
all the data, no matter how scattered and fragmentary. 
They would then compile an encyclopedia of dahlia lore 
which would contain every scrap of real dahlia growing 
information. This committee would al o supervise actual 
experiments and test to prove or disprove the very many 
ideas on dahlias which at present are only theories which 
may or may not be fallacies. The compilation of this 
"DAHLIA ENCYCLOPEDIA" would be a big job, and 
would require the services of cientists, statisticians, ama
teur and professional growers, writers and in fact all those 
interested in furthering the interests of the dahlia. Let us 
now turn to the consideration of some of the matters 
which would appear in the great book. 

FACTS, FALLACIES AN QUESTIONS 
1. Why do the cl1t1nps fro111 red dahlias shoot late? 
It is our repeated experience that purple and reel dahlias 

produce clumps whioh shoot from 4 to 8 weeks after 
yellow dahlias ; and the latter shoot before the orange 
and bronze types. This is a general rule and we appreci
ate, gentle reader, that you may have different ideas. 
We merely set down our experience. It i an important 
point because the whole question of timing of blooms 
i bound up with the date on which the clumps shoot, this 
being of special moment to exhibitors. Correlated to this 
matter is the fact that yellow dahlias are prolific shooters 
whilst the reds and purples are not only late but are 
often shy in shooting. Think it over and check from 
your own data. 

2. Have '\'OIL noticed that small wttings root quicker 
than large ;nes? 

\Ve know this is no new po,int. But we are not con
vinced that small cuttings always root quicker than large 
ones, and where they do, the growth of the cutting itself 
is often slower than from a larger cutting. The disad
vantage of large cuttings is that the flop, apparently due 
to evaporation unless the leaves are cut in half, cross
wise. If this is done they will not flop even on a hot 
day. We feel that the optimum cutting is neither small 
nor large but rather the medium size is best, taking all 
things into consideration. What do you find, in practice, 
to be the best? We know what you have read, but is it 
borne out by actual experiment? And do you really get 
a blind clump if the embryo buds at the base of the cut
tino- are removed? We doubt that one too! 

3. TV h JI do clmn.ps fail to winter successf1tll-;,1 ? 
Here is a question that very many dahlia lovers want 

answered in definite terms. Assuming that the freezing 
bogy is removed, there still remains the problem of 
shrivel, collar rot and tuber decay. Heavy manuring will 
give plump tubers but we believe it also leads to collar 
rot. Digging too early will cause shrivel and so will 
"drying out." There is still much to be • written about 
the way to produce the best and toughest clumps, as 
well as good flowers. Of course we observe that some 
varieties are naturally poor producers of tubers and give 
little more than elongated roots. Then there is the ques
tion of pot roots which the Europeans favour so much. 
This que ti on can be finally disposed of, by actual ex
periment but not by mere theory and guesswork. 

4. How can. the life of bloo111s be prolonged '! 
If the dab! ia has one weakness it is that blossoms often 

fade too soon. The Europeans have done some research on 
flower preservation and they give special prizes to types 
with long lasting qualities. Perhaps the only way to pro
long the life of flowers is to select suitable ancestors, 
as we humans must do if we are to live beyond the aver
age span. In short there may be no elixir or rejuvcnator 
for flowers any more than for humans. But intensive 
study of breeding characteristics on the one hand, and 
various blossom preserving aids on the other hand, hould 
lead to definite improvement in cxne of the most important 
but most neglected of all aspects of dahlia growing. There 
is still some doubt even as to the best time of day to cut 
the blossoms to achieve maximum life of flowers. 

5. How do sports arise and ho'w can the31 be 1"11d11cedf' 
Such drugs as colchicine, which is poisonous and dan

gerous, may be part of the equipment of the hybridist 
of the future. But at present this problem of mutation is 
little understood. It is a fascinating aspect well worthy 
of wide experiment by those with time and space to grow 
very many plants. 
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6. How can be breed 11ew and bette1' colonrs? 

This of course is an ancient iproblem which we will 
not flog. But is it not surprising that so little is as yet 
known or at least published as to scientific or controlled 
dahlia breeding. With most less complicated plants, 
breeding techniques are well established and well known. 
We have yet to learn how a blue, a red or a white dahlia 
may be produced at will. 

7. Is there a time of the propagating season when cnt

tings roof q11icf~er tJian OJI)' other time f 
We say yes. About the middle of the Spring weather 

we find cuttings root in a few days from some varieties. 
We also find that there is a greater tendency to. "black 
off" or dampen off, so far as cuttigs are concerned, late 
in the season. Also unless exposed to direct sun, we find 
that cuttings dampen off fairly quickly. Again, if sharp 
pebbly sand be used, the tendency to dampen off is greatly 
reduced. 

OUR AIM 
In po ing the above problems we have mentioned only 

seven aspects though we an think 0if 107. Our aim is to 
show the urgent need for real research in practical prob
lems. Thi means work and different work ca ually in 
the garden or even for shows. It is essential that every 
grower do his bit in observing carefully and making 
known his observation and conclusion. There is no more 
suitable vehicle in the world than the leading dahlia 
magazine ... the A.D.S. BULLETIN. 

A GLIMPSE AT SOME NEW 
AUSTR LIAN DAHLIAS 

During the war years, a great number of new dahlias 
were originated in Australia and the best of the e are 
only now beginning to trickle across the world, to En
gland, to Europe, to South Africa, to New Zealand and 
of course to the United States. The best of these new 
ones came from our three great dahlia growing tate -
New outh Wale , South Australia and Victoria. The 
dahlias mentioned below include champions from each of 
these states. 

* * * * 
From New South Wale comes the mall cactu , Su11-

risc which is very fine; and Fa)• Afarsh, the medium 
crimson i a sensation over there. C3111thia, a large pillar
box red dee is al o sought keenly, whit t the demand for 
the medium decorative, Janis .d1111c is very firm, so we 
arc told from the orthern state. 

There are a large number of other which are coming 
aero. th border from ew outh 'vV ales to Victoria 
and they include many cactu and decoratives of world 
class. 

* * * * 
From South Australia we may mention the spectacular 

Broold_v11 Coralie, rated one of the best coral pinks of the 
decade. 

Betty Brosfrr, the burnt orano·e dee, and 111iss Doris 
Brand, the mahogany red are worthy representatives of 
the Southern state. Other new ones are Rob·v11 J 011es and 
Pcgg'j' Ra'j'. -

* * * 
From Victoria comes TVhite Gull (a glorious white 

Cactus), Gala Chief (a championship winner of Lincoln 

11 

red or vermilion), Seashore (a stiff stemmed 1ong
petalled cactus of clearest bolden yellow), Sheila Reeves, 
(a sort of opalescent glowing apricot), AAA (a deep 
red decorative), S!?'j•niaster (termed "the improved Kel
vin"), and vVillia11t B1tcldey (an old but nice cactus of 
pink and cream). We could mention many more, but 
this is just a brief idea of some new names of really 
good ones from Victoria. 

* * * * 
So much for our notes for this article. In our next 

budget of news we will be able to give the show winners 
of the main exhibitions of the Commonwealth, as our 
show take place in March and April. 

• 
Special Notice 

Dr. Oscar T. Eichmann of the State Institute of Agri
culture on Long Island (Farmingdale) has accepted our 
invitation to addrc s us at 7 :30 p.m., on June 10th, 1949, 
Hotel Statler, N. Y. C.-Parlor No. 2-Ballroom Floor. 

The doctor's lecture will cov r soil conditioning, pre
paration, fertilization, etc. 

ome of us heard him give a similar lecture last Febru
ary and it was most interesting and instructive. We hope 
that every member will arrange to attend, and trusting 
to see you on Friday, June 10th, 1949. 

NDREW J. MULCAHY, 

Secretary, A.D.S. 

DAHLIAS 
If you want your garden to look 

beautiful this fall, give it some 
thought now. 

For example, some lovely minia
ture or pompon. These inake a won
derful showing. Also the large type 
and single. We still have a limited 
supply on hand. 

If you are nearlJy drive up to our 
place and you will not be disap
pointed. 

Send for our free illustratecl cata
logue listing nearly 300 varieties. 

• 

PARRELLA DAHLIA GARDENS 
3380 Ely A venue Bronx 66, N. Y. 
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Dahlia Shows-1949 
August 4th-7th-Pacific Dahlia Society, Municipal 

Auditorium, Long Beach, California. 
August 13th-14th-San Diego County Dah lia Society, 

ilver Gat ~Ias nic Temple, Utah and \Vightrnan 
Streets, San Diego, California. 

August 20th-21st-Orange County Dah li a Society, 
Y.1L .A. Gym, Santa Ana, alifornia. 

August 20th-21st-Orange County Dahlia Society of 
California, anta Ana YMCA Gym, Santa Ana, Cal. 

August 20th-28th-\Viscon. in State Fair, Horticul
tural 131clg., \Viscon in State Fair Grounds, \iVest 
Al li s, Wi cons in. (Dahlia entries on August 20th, 
23rd and 2Gth.) 

August 27th-28th-Inglewood Dahlia Society, High 
School Study Hall, Inglewood, California. 

August 27th-28th-Sn homish County Rose and Dahl
ia Society, Floral Hall, Forest I ark, Everett, \:Vash
in gton . 

September 3rd-4th- 1Na hington State Dahlia Society, 
Tacoma, \Vashington. 

September 4th-Yukon Growing Grounds how, 17240 
Yukon Avenue, Gardena, Cali fornia. 

September 4th-5th-Badger State Dahlia Society, 
Madi on Community Center, 16 Ea t Doty Street, 
Madi on, Wisconsin. 

September 9th-10th - N orthea tern Pennsylvania 
Dahlia Society, Y.W.C.A. Auditorium, Scranton, 
Penn y1van ia. 

September 10th-11th-Da hlia Society of New Jersey, 
Bran1chbrook Greenhou es, B-ranchbrook Park, 
Newark, N w Jersey. 

September 10th-11th-Dahlia Society of Toledo, Show 
Rooms of Jim White Chevrolet Co., 13th and Mon
roe Streets, Toledo, Ohio. 

September 10th-11th-Dahlia Society of Wi consin, 
Milwaukee Gas Light Company Building, 626 E. 
Wisconsin Avenue, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

September llth-Rochest~r Dahlia Society, Roche -
t r Museum of Arts and Sciences, 657 East Avenu e, 
Rochester, New York. 

September 12th-13th - 1',1f innesota Dahlia Society, 
orthwestern National Bank Lobby, 1finneapolis, 

Minnesota. 
September 12th-13th-Dahlia Society of Ohio, Hig

bee Auditorium, Cleveland, Ohio. 
September 16th-17th-Burholme Horticultural Society 

Dahlia Show, Burholme Motor Showroom, Phila
delphia, Pennsylvania. 

September 17th-18th-1949 Mid - West Show under 
the auspices of Central States Dahlia Society, Gar
field Park Conservatory, Chicago, Illinois. 

September 17th-18th-The Greater Pittsburgh Dahlia 
Society at Phipps Con ervatory, Schenley Park, 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

September 18th-19th-Baltimore Dahlia Society, Sears 
Community Building, North and Harford Avenues, 
Baltimore, Maryland. 

September 17th-18th-East Liverpool Dahlia Society, 
Memorial Auditorium, East Liverpool, Ohio. 

September 17th-18th - Portland Dahlia Society, 
Sunken Ballroom of the Masonic I em pie, Southwest 
Main and Vve t Park Street, Portland, Oregon. 

September 17th-18th-Bergen County Dahlia Society, 
Lincoln School, Englewood, New Jersey. 

September 17th-18th-Irvington Dahlia Society, Clin
ton and Linden Avenue, Irvington, New Jersey. 

September 21st-22nd-American Society, Hotel Stat
ler, New York City, New York. 

September 23rd-24th-Camden Dahlia Society, Voca
tional School, Merchantville, New Jersey. 

September 23rd-24th-Greater Philadelphia Dahlia 
S0>ciety; Raymond Scott Lincoln-Mercury Show 
Rooms, Route 30, Ardmore, Pa. 

September 24th-The Long Island Dahlia Society, 
Plattdutsche Park Hall, Franklin Square, Long 
Island, New York. 

September 24th-25th-Wellsville Glad - Dahlia Club, 
Beacom Memorial Gymnasium, vVellsville, Ohio. 

September 24th-25th-D ah lia Society of Kentucky, 
Kentucky Hotel, Louisville, Kentucky. 

September 24th-25th-Southtown Dahlia Club, Hamil
ton Park Fie ld House, We t 72nd St. and South 
Normal B1lvcl. , Chi·cago, Illinois. 

September 24th-25th-Ohio Valley Dahlia Associa
tion The Paramount Theatre Bl lg., 930 East Mc
Mi lian St., Cincinnati, Ohio. 

September 24th-25th-The Natio nal Da:1lia Society, 
U. S. Botanic Garden, Maryland Avenue and 1st 
St., S.W., Washington, D. C. 

September 24th-25th-Tri-City Dahlia Society, Ma
onic Temple, 420-18th Street, Rock Island, Illinois. 

October 1st-2nd-Southern State Dahlia Association, 
Admini tration Building at the Southeastern Fair, 
Atlanta, Georgia. 

October 1st-2nd-Inclianapoli Dahlia Society, 'Brook
ide Community House, Indianapolis, Indiana. 

October 1st-2nd-Greater St. Loui Dahlia Society, 
Missouri Botanical Garden, St. Loui , Missouri. 

October 8th-9th-Dahlia Society of Alabam~a, Thomas 
Jefferson Hotel, Birmingham, A labama. 

Norman L. Wright 

It is with regret that we inform you that Norman L. 
Wright, our representative on the A.D.S. Executive 
Committee, died on April 4th in the Montgomery Ho pita!, 
Norristown, Pa., of injuries suffered in a fall from a 
smoke stack. 

Norman was the owner of the Ivy Ridge Dahlia 
Gardens, Philadelphia, Pa. and one of the organizers of 
the Greater Philadelphia Dahlia Society. He is survived 
by his wife, Isabelle A. He will be sadly missed by all 
who knew him. 

F. A. ALLEVA, 

Acting Branch Editor. 
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Soils for Dahlia Culture 
DR. OSCAR T. EICHMANN 

Long I sland Agricultural and T echnical 
Institute, Farmingdale, L. I. , New Y od 

Our garden soils repre ent a mixture of mi nera l mat 
ter organi c matter, gases and water . T he mineral matter 
consists of and , silt and clay. T he rati o in which these 
th ree ing redients are found determines t he type of soil 
we handle. L ight soils ar e rich in sand , good medium 
soil contain about even amounts of sand and silt with 
some clay, and heavy soil s contain considerable amounts 
of clay. 1 he difference in the action of sand, silt and 
clay is caused by the di ffe rence in the amount of surface 
a rea exposed. Sand is cours since each particle i 
rather large by compari son to sil t and clay. Silt is much 
small er and clay still smaller than sil t. S maller particl es 
expo e a mu ch greater urface area t han the larger par
ticles. T hi s expl a in the fact that sandy soil do not 
have the ability to retain water as well as t he medium 
and heavy oil . T he sil t has a tendency to keep the so il 
i.n good workable condition. S ilt parti cles do not ad
here to each other but are small enough to r etain water 
very well. T he clay represents the small e t pa r ticle · ize 
of the soil. Various amounts of clay particles in a soil 
may be found in uch small size that they di splay peci
fi c power which ar e ve ry valuabl e to all soil . T hat is 
the ability to hold on to certain plant nutr ients. 

E lect rical forces make it possible fo r the fine clay 
par t icle (clay colloids) to hold on to calcium, mag
nes ium, potassium, ammonium and oth rs and prevent 
their leaching from the oil. A more even di stribu tion 
of the e nutri ents i therefo re poss ible. In li gbt soi ls the 
presence of clay colloid i very desirable. In heavy oils 
t he colloidal cl ay, if present in large amount , can be
come detrimental. P roper oil management can correc t 
t hi cond ition. T he appli cation of lime or gypsum cau e 
many of the mall clay pa rti cles to combin and fo rm 
larger gr anules t hereby improving the aerat ion and the 
peed of water movement. Many o f our soil s are of the 

1 ighter type and are to b preferred for the cul tur of 
dahlia .. Our oil s are often low in t heir . ilt content. For
tunately thi s may be overcome by t he sub ti tut ion of the 
sil t by orga ni c matter in the fo rm of humus. 

T he F 1111 ctio11s of O r .()0 11ic 1l Tattcr 

O r o-ani ma tter is an indispensibl e part of oil u d 
fo r the cul ture of dahlias. T he orga ni c matter effecls 
many fun ctions of the oil in r elation t o plant produc
t ion. It is responsibl e to a laro·e extent fo r the mainten
ance of ideal t ex ture and structure of our soil . Thi s in 
turn will help in the proper m ivement of the soil water 
and its di stribution thru-out the o-rowing season. oil s 
deplete of silt and organic matter will permit the water 
to drain off too fast. F r equent watering becomes neces
sary. Thi in turn hastens the depletion of the needed 
plant food s thru leaching. 

Organic matter is the only type of microbial foo d 
that may be used economically in soil management. In 
contrast to the plants, which derive their energy fo r 

life fro m the un , the mi crobes must draw on the or
ganic matter in t he soil for energy food. T he organic 
matter content of soils ther efor e regulates th e extent 
of microbial activit ie . T he so il can only mainta in the 
num ber of microbes that can be fed. To raise microbial 
activiti es, it is necessary to ra i e the rganic ma tter level. 

T he Orga nic Matter Cycle 

Under natural condi tions we fin d that plants growing 
on a oil are sel cted and res tr icted by soil and climatic 
condit ions. After t he plant has reproduced itself, the 
plant materi al produced during t he growing eason 
u ually d ies off , fa ll s to the o-rotrnd and becomes g radually 
part of the soil complex. F urther study shows that this 
organic matter periodi cally incorpora ted in the so il is 
found in diffe rent fo rm . 

1. T he unclecayed fo rm. In thi state the organi c mat
t r a nd its origi n can be di. t inctly recogni zed as a leaf, 
a stem or a root. 

2. T he decaying fo rm. In this state the organic matter 
has lo t it hape and fo rm and has become ubj ect to 
attack by many organi sms fo und in the soil. 

3. The decayed form i often referred to as humus. 
In thi state the o rganic ma tter has been broken down 
into very small size, it ha become colloidal and has 
gained new powers very s imila r to the powers a tt ributed 
to t he clay colloid. In wate r and nutri ent holding ca
pac ity, the oro-ani c matter c lloid is si:x t ime as power
ful as the clay colloid . 

..+. In a well functioning oil the Jmmus will be de-
t royed, lo e its or gani c nature and w ill furni sh the so il 

with the mineral matter ori ginally incorporated in the 
oro·ani c matter. T he minerals includ cl ar e a ll the min
erals needed fo r the growth of a plant. O n a virg in so il 
(under natural nd itions-without interfer ence by man ) 
plant li fe can r produce itself on t he ame soil year 
after year without defi ciencie ' . 

I t is im portant to note tha t organi c matt r can not 
b exp ctecl t o last indefini te ly. Organic matter burns 
out of our soil and must be replaced, if we expect to 
have it b nefi ts, ju t as nature replaces it year after 
year. It has been estimated that the lo. s of organic 
matt er under L ong I sland condi tions is equivalent to 
2-3 bushels per 100 square f et of a productive a rea. T he 
turn-over is fa ter and g reater on the lighter soil s. Cli
mati c conditions also influence the speed of thi s process . 
Longer a-rowing seasons bring about a greater turn
over than shorter sea ·ons. This los of organic matter 
is ve ry na tural and is desired fo r good culture. Organic 
matter accumulation is found only under conditions un
suitable to most plant - like peat bogs. 

During the change , effecting the organic matter from 
its undecayecl fo rm to humus, many type of acid are 

(Co 11ti1111ed 011 page 14) 
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formed. Th se acids are the product of microbial func
tion stimulated in the presence of organic matter. This 
has an effect on the soil reaction, a tendency to solidify 
the soil. However, in the process of burning the humu , 
in the formation of mineral ash this function is reversed. 
The ash formed is strongly alkaline. A soil rich in or
ganic matter is therefore found to have a very stable and 
balanced reaction. 

The Soil Reaction 
The understanding of the effect of the soil reaction is 

of value to the grower since it has a decided influence 
on the availability of plant nutrients and on the micro
bial population and function of the oil. It has no direct 
effect on the plant. With increasing acidity, the calcium and 
magne ium availability levels decline very fa t. The availa
bility of the nutrient potassium, so essential for healthy 
development of plants, depends to a great extent on the 
presence of available calcium. Therefore with increas
ing acidity this nutrient becomes restricted. The availa
bility of the nutrient phosphorus is closely linked to the 
soil reaction. With a lowering of the oil reaction, it 
has been found that aluminum and iron become available 
and active in larger amounts. These element react with 
the phosphorus and form iron - aluminum - phosphates 
which can not be utilized by the plant. 

A higher reaction (alkalinity) again causes chemical 
changes which restrict the a ailability of potassium and 
phosphorus. In cases of extreme alkalinity, calcium be
comes available in amounts large enough to be detrimen
tal (toxic) to plants. This is also true for the element 
aluminum in cases of extreme acidity. 

The release of the nutrient nitrogen is c1osely linked 
to the action of the soil microbes. Nitrogen applied in 
chemical form is not effected. The nitrogen applied to 
soils with the organic matter or in the form of organic 
fertilizers is present as protein-nitrogen. Plants are un
able to absorb nitrogen in this form. Proteins are utilized 
by the soil organi ms and nitrogen-wa te product are 
formed. In nature, this form of ·nitrogen is the only 
available form to plants. It indicates a very close rela
tionship between the plant and the soil micrnbe. Plants 
are obviously adopted by nature to receive much of their 
food in the form of waste products of soil organisms. 
The soil reaction has a very definite influence on the 
development and behavior of the soil population. Under 
acid conditions, the activity and development of fungi is 
encouraged. The waste product of fungi is primarily 
ammonia and ammonium compounds. 

In the absence of bacterial action these compounds 
represent the nitrogen waste product and the plants 
have to be content with this form of nitrogen. Bacteria 
require less acid conditions. Bacteria are responsible for 
the transformation of ammonia into nitrites and nitrates. 
In the presence of bacteria therefore, the waste products 
formed may be the thought of a nitrate-nitrogen. Dahlias 
are primarily nitrate feeders. If bacterial action is re
stricted or stopped, optimum development and even nor
mal growth of dahlias can not be expected. 

The M easnrc of Soil Reaction 
The chemistry of soils is closely linked to the study 

of ionization (dissociation) of compounds in solution. 

Bulletin of the American Dahlia Society 

In the process of ionization, compounds split temporarily 
(dissociate) and form positive and negative io~1s .. ( elec
trical charges). The active factor of any acid 1s the 
hydrogen ion which carries a positive charge .. Tl~e meas
urement of the reaction of solutions and soils 1s based 
on the determination of the amount of hydrogen ions 
found to be present. The amount of hydrogen ions found 
in pure water has been taken as a measure of neutralit~. 
The amount of hydrogen ions found in pure water is 
known. An increase in this concentration indicates acidi
ty and a decrease in this concentration indicates al
kalinity. Just as we have a way to express the tempera
ture in degrees of Fahrenheit-a standard measure has 
been established to express the degree of acidity alkalini
ty. Neutrality is expressed as pH 7.0-a lower 1:mmber like 
pH 5.0 expre ses acidity-a higher number like pH 8.0 
expresses alkalinity. 

Most plants thrive in slightly acid soils. In a pH range 
from 5.8-6.8, we find the availability of most essential 
elements to be most favorable for many plants. This 
range is suitable for the culture of dahlias. The optimum 
reaction for dahlias has been found to be pH 6.5 

Program of Fertili:::ation 
In our fertilization l)rograms we have come to think 

in terms of feeding the plants for ~ptimum growth .. It 
would be better if we would think 111 terms of feedmg 
the soil to make it po sible for the plants to absorb 
from the soil that which is needed. Many of our feed
ing programs represent a eries of shock treatments. 
At the time of fertilizer application and directly follow
ing that period, very often too much plant food is present 
causino· at least some harm. This is fol lowed by a 
period"' of lack of or low nutrient levels. That kind of 
program does not lead to stable growth and optimum 
production. The effect of fertilization with chemicals 
is especially pronounced in light soils deficient in or
ganic matter. These soils are the very soils in need of 
supplementary feeding. This condition may be overcome 
by increasing the organic matter content. The organic 
matter has a buffering effect on all sudden change 
brought about by fertilization, liming, heat, etc. Greater 
stability of production can and should be achieved. Bet
ter distribution of water, plant foods and resistance to 
changes in soil reaction lead to better production. 

The grower handling a soil rich in organic matter is 
in much better position to make use of supplementary 
feeding. The element nitrogen, one of the most critical 
elements in handling of dahlias, will be available to the 
plant thru-out the growing season if present in the soil 
in the form of protein-nitrogen. Its availability will be 
regulated by the action of microbes. Thereby nitrogen 
becomes available to the plant when the plant i in need, 
since the action of the microbes increases under the same 
conditions which will increase the activity of the dahlia 
under outdoor growing conditions. 

Preparation of Soils a11d Fcrtili:::ation for Dahlias 
A simple soiltest will indicate the soil reaction. The 

reaction should be adjusted as nearly to pH 6.5 as pos
sible. On light soils this may be done by the application 
of finely ground limestone. On heavier soils the application 
of air-slackened hydrated lime is recommended. If lime 
has not been used for many years, we suggest the use of 
dolomitic fo.rrns of lime for their magnesium content in 
addition to the calcium. The heaviest application of lime-
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stone recommended to be made at any time should not 
excede 5 lbs. per 100 square feet. Work the lime into the 
soil and mix well thru the topsoil. Apply the required 
amount of organic matter and work into soil. We rec
ommend the use of well-rotted manure and a woody type 
of peatmoss (granulated) at a ratio of 1-1. The amounts 
to be used may be regulated to fit climatic and soil con
ditions. We find that two bushels of organic matter ap
plied per 100 square feet are about sufficient to main
tain (not to build up) the existing organic matter level. 

Apply 4 lbs. of 20% superphosphate per 100 square 
feet of area. The superphosphate may be applied at 
planting time directly under the plant and lightly mixed 
with the soil. It will not injure the plant but will stimu
late the formation of roots. Fertilize the plants by side
dressing four weeks after growth has started with a 
fertilizer of the formula 5-10-5 at a rate of 4 lbs. per 100 
square feet. The type of fertilizer suggested, contains at 
least 50% of its nitrogen in the form of protein (organic). 
This will give a much better distribution of this nu
trient. When flower buds are £o1-ming apply Yz lb. of 
potassium nitrate per 100 square feet. The requirements 
of dahlias for potassium at that stage of growth is great. 
More unfavorable observations have been made and 
found due to over-fertilization than to lack of fertilizer. 

• 
Dahlia Test Garden at the 

L. I. Agricultural and Technical Institute 
Farmingdale, New York 

By Christian Rissmeyer 

In tructo1· in the School of Horticulture 

For two year the Long I land Dahlia Society and the 
School of Horticulture of the Institute have cooperated 
in testing dahlias on the campu of the Long I land 
Agricultural & Technical Institute at Farmingdale, Long 
Island. The initial te t garden in 1947 was established 
at the request of the late Mr. Took r of Rockville Center 
and some of hi friends from the Long· I land Soci ty. 
Sixty seedlings were tested and the project proved so 
ucces :ful that it stimulated a great deal of interest and 

a request for an expanded garden in 1948. 
While the test area used in 1947 wa very satisfactory 

a larger pl t 100 "- SO ft. wa neces arily located in a 
different place. The soil, a medium loam, was tested for 
organic matter and chemical r -action and the recom
mendations based upon this test were followed. A gen
erou applicati n of cow manure wa applied and mixed 
into the soil and no lime was u eel ince the soil wa 
found to I slightly acid with a pH of 6.5. After the 
land was .fitted, the planting was clone during the last 
week in May and the fir t week in June. A handful of 
complete fertilizer with a formula of 5-10-5 was mixed 
with the soil as each plant was set. 

Three plants each of twenty-five unnamed seedlincrs 
and 150 of named varieties were planted. The tock 
consisted of rooted cuttings and tubers. Each plant was 
labeled and staked. The distance between plants was 
three feet in the row and four feet between the rows. 
During the early part of the summer the plants made 
exceptionally healthy growth so that the 90° temperatures 

15 

during the month of August had no ill effects. Watering 
was done .by soaking the soil only when it was needed. 

To control the normal insects and diseases, the plants 
were sprayed every ten clays with a complete spray. The 
spray material consisted of 150 grams wettable sulphur, 75 
grams of DDT ( 50o/o), 2.4 ozs. of Vapato11e and 1 oz. of 
spreader to 15 gallons of water. This spray schedule 
rendered the plants relatively free from plant pests. 

On August 15th each plant received a handful of Sodium 
Nitrate and this was immediately watered into the soil 
to make it readily available. The one feeding proved 
adequate for the balance of the season . 

Previous experience taught that our greatest enemy, 
the Japanese beetle, invaded the dahlia garden at bloom
ing time. While spraying did a good job, further insurance 
was necessary and a covering of netting was placed over 
a frame at the first appearance of Japanese beetles. As 
a frame cedar posts were paced 16 ft. apart and each post 
was 8 ft. above the ground. No. 9 wire formed the sup
port for the screen cloth covering. The sides were cov
ered with Scrim and the top with onion cloth. The screen
ing was put up on August 15th and removed on Septem
ber 15th. This cloth had little influence on the growth 
of the plants but gave them adequate protection from 
the insects. After the first frost in October the tubers 
were dug and returned to their owners. 

While the stock was furni heel by members of the Long 
I land Dahlia Society, all gardening was done by the 
senior students in the floriculture division of the Long 
Island Agricultural and Technical Institute under the 
direct upervisio11 of Stanley Doskotz. 

In the opinion of Dahlia enthu iasts, the plantings 
proved eminently successful and produced an abundance 
of top-grade flowers which were enjoyed by many visi
tors. 

0. ]. AUMULLER, Secretary. 
The Long Island Dahlia Society. 

• 
V. A. Hospital Seeks Surplu Dahlia Stock 

I am a chi f 0 ·ardener at Halloran V. A. Hospital on 
Staten Island, . Y. I am writing in reference of a 
donation of dahlia Bulb . We have three buildings · occu
pied by Paraplegi s. These buildings have no foundation 
plantings around th m, these buildincrs are bare, the e 
boys would appreciate it very much if they could get 
some dahlia_ planted in front of them. I wonder if ome 
of your memb rs would have a urplus f dahlia bulbs 
after June 10, and would make a contribution, to this 
worthy cause. These boys would appreciat it very much. 
\i\Then the bulb are planted the boys can watch them 
grow, and take cut fl wer in to their wards. They will 
appreciate any amount received. If any of your mem
bers would like t make a contribution kindly send them 
in care of Chief Gardener, Conrad A. H itman, Halloran 
Vets. Adm. Hospital, Staten Island 2, N. Y. 

Thanking You, 
Yours sincerely, 

CONRAD A. HEITMAN. 

[Ed. ote: This is the hospital where our Mrs. Leo 
Pollack has accomplished such outstanding results in 
plastic surgery during and since the war years. Let us 
make an earnest effort to send Dahlia stock to the e 
courageous Vets.] 



. / .. 
16 

The American 

DAHLIA SOCIETY, Inc. 
ORGANIZED MAY 10, 1915 

"The Society is formed for the purpose of stimulating 
interest in and promoting the culture and development of 
the Dahlia; to establish a standard nomenclature; to test 
out new varieties and give them such recognition as 
they deserve; to study the diseases of the Dahlia and 
find remedies for same, and to disseminate information 
relating to this :Bower; to secure uniformity in award· 
ing prizes at flower shows, and to give exhibitions when 

deemed advisable." 

LEO L. POLLAK, Preside11 t 
Upper Mountain Ave., Upper Montclair, N. ]. 

GORDON F. W AASER, Editor 
378 Pennsylvania Ave., Freeport, New York 

ANDREW F. MULCAHY, Secretary 
20 Marshal Ave., Floral Park, New York 

HENRY A. OLSEN, Treasurer 
189-23-44th Ave., Fl ushing, New York 

Editorial 

The member have received copies of our Fall Show 
Schedule as well a the Classification li st. We are sure 
that you join with us in expressing appreciation to our 
Committees for such splendid work. 

Plan you r g ardens with the thought of entering as 
many blooms as poss ible in the National how as well 
as your Local Shows. vVithout your wholehearted sup
port, none could succeed. 

Will you also help the Classification Committee by re
porting to them any corrections or add itions you might 
suggest for the preparation of the 1950 list. The li st you 
have just received has been very carefully compiled ... 
nevertheless there will surely be some corrections in the 
light of our experiences with these hundreds of vari eties 
as we view them afresh in our gardens and at the Show 
tables. Your co-operation is urged. 

Addit ional classification li sts may be had at fifty cents 
each or in lots of a dozen or over at $3.00 per dozen. 
Write Secretary A. ]. 1folcahy, 20 Marshall Ave., Floral 
Park, N. Y. 

Bulletin of the American Dahlia Society 

ALL MEMBERS ARE INVITED ... The A.D.S. 
Executive Committee meeting of June 10th w ill be an 
open meeting. We ar e privileged to have as our guest, 
D r. Oscar T. E ichmann of the State Institute of Agri
culture at Farmingdale, Long I sland. Some of us heard 
l~im lecture on Soil conditioning, preparation, fert ili za
tion, etc., and we have persuaded him to r epeat this lec
ture for the benefit of our Membership . Parlor No. 2 ... 
Ball room Floor, Hotel Statler, New York City, 7 :30 p.rn . 

• 
Severa l of our Branch and Affiliated Societies are del

inquent in their clues. Wi ll the treasurers hurry their 
r emittances, as we do not want to w ithhold Bulletins 
from your membership. Henry A. Olsen is one of the 
finest Treasurers in A.D.S. history ... is doing a grand 
job. vVon't you co-operate with him by mailing your 
clues at once? Hi address: 189-23-44th Avenue, F lush
ing, Long I sland, New York. 

• 
Dahlia Soc iety of San Leandro 

The San Leandro Dahli a Society has completed a 
very successful year ·with new member s fo r this year's 
show, which will be held August 27-28 in the Veterans 
Memorial Building. 

The election of officers was held at our January 4th 
meeting. 

President-Mr. Chas. Perry. 

Vice President and Publicity-Mr. J . Sparre. 
Secretary-Treasurer-Mrs. E leanor Bolesworth. 
Show Manager-Mr. Chas. Garrity. 
Membership Chairman-Mrs. J. Sparre. 

Refreshment Chairman-Mrs. Grace Harter. 
Plant Sale -Mr. P. Harter. 
Directors :-Mr. Ted Sjoberg, M r. David "Webb, 11r. 

A. A rbini , Mr. George Perry and M r . ]. Sparre. 

MRs. ELEANOR BoLESWORTH, 

Secretary. 

• 
The Greater Pittsburgh Dahlia Society 

On 1viarch 17th, the members of The Greater Pitts
burgh Dah li a Society gathered at the Garden ent r fo r 
the first meeting of the year. 

Mild spring weather brought out a goodly crowd and 
the meeting a nd entertainment which followed wa en
joyed by all. 

Plans are well under way for our Twelfth Annual 
Show which wi ll be held at Phipps Conservatory, Schen
ley Park, Pittsburgh, Pa., on Saturday and Sunday, Sep
tember 17th and 18th. V/ e shall welcome attendance by 
members of other Societies. 

MRs. H. N. 1t1AcRoBERTS, 
Secretary. 
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Emphasis on Dahlias 
As Ideal Garden· Flowers 

Mr. Chas. H. Connors, 
Rutgers University, 

New Brunswick, N . J. 
Dear Mr. Connors : 

Having ju t read your article in the Garden Section 
of the Herald Tribune, I am dropping you a line to ex
press my complete accord with your handling of the 
subj ect. Coming, as it does, from one of the "unknowns" 
in the dahlia world, this compliment is not expected to 
raise your spirits to any marked degree. 

The writer has been a dahlia hobbyist for a half a 
·dozen years or so and for some time has been genuinely 
disappointed both in noting how few dahlias are generally 
grown and in the apparent unconcern with the situation 
among dahlia devotees. Too often, it is treated in the 
magazines, newspapers, etc. as a flower suitable only 
for tl1e hobbyist. Insofar as I can recall, your is the first 
I have seen which recommends the dahlia as a worth
while addition to any flower garden. 

Getting more people to grow dahlias is to me the mo t 
important matter confronti ng the dahlia world, today. 
There are a number of fronts on which we migl1t go 
forward. Undoubtedly, you have hit upon one of these. 
The future of the dahlia lies not in more new introduc
tions but in more new grower . 

But before a program looking toward thi nd can 
even be ntertained, we must settle upon some imple 
method of root storage, genarally uitable for the ca ual 
grower. The American Dahlia ociety has ju t recently 
renewed their interest in the whole matter of root storage 
and it is hoped they will eventually have something for 
us on this score. 

Since I have been making a study of this matter of 
expan ion in the rank of dahlia grower s, I would be 
plea eel to hear from you with any thought you may 
have along this line. Again, conrrratulating you on your 
fine articl , I am, 

Sincerely yours, 
]. RALPH BrnRY. 

P. . If you are not on the mailino· li st of the National 
Dahlia ociety of England, it may be of interest to you 
to know I ju t received a circular letter from them 
advising, that becau e of over-lappi ng, they are combining 
the F.D. and I.D. classe and the C. and S.C. cla se_. 

• 
Michigan Dahlia Show 

At a recent meeting of the Michigan Dahlia A ocia
tion, members of the group voted to hold the state dahlia 
show at East Lansing, Michigan, Septemb r 9 and 10. 
This will be the first time since 1932 that the show has 
been held at East Lansing. 

Prof. C. E . Wildon, chairman of the show, i forming 
an organizational group of dahlia growers in the Lan
ing area. He has requested help from both the Jackson 

and Battle Creek dahlia societies and has asked that all 
dahlia growers in the Lansing area contact him. 

Dahlia Society of New Jersey 

The Dahlia Society of New Jersey, held its regular 
meeting at the Trinity Church Parish House in Newark 
on Saturday April 9, 1949. 

About ixty members and guests attended the meeting. 
Mrs. C. V. Smith, Chairman of the member hip Com
mittee reported eight new members. 

Most of the meeting was devoted to discussion of this 
years Dahlia Show which is being planned in conjunc
tion with the Essex County Park Comm ission, at Branch
brook Park on Sept. 10-11. 

The members are quite interested in the plan to upply 
the members of the 4 H Clubs of Passaic, Essex and 
Somerset Counties, w ith Dahlia Seeds and in a class or 
classes for these growers, in this show. 

Mr. De Kamp, Flower Show Chairman has called a 
meeting of the Show Committees for Tuesday, April 19. 

Mr. Leo Pollak, Chairman of the Show Schedule Com
mittee reported that the show schedule has be n completed 
and will be ready for distribution soon. A nyone inter
ested in obtaining a schedule may bave one by writing 
to Mrs. H. D. Tliomas, Secretary, 292 Lakeview Ave. 
Pater on 3, New ] ersey. 

Before the meeting adj ournecl for refreshments the 
Entertainm nt Committee awarded twenty Dahlia clumps 
as do r prizes. 

The next meeting will be held on June 18, 1949, at 
Trinity Pari h Hou e, ewark. Everyone interested in 
Dahlias i cordially invited to attend this meeting. 

GIANT 
BALLAY DAHLIAS 

- Since 1920 -

Our New Introductions for 1949 
FOWl'Y-NINl~R-Se1ni-caNus. Brig-11 t yellow. Very 
la1·ge full flower Wilh n.11 p lal>i cl finit e ly incurvecl. 
All1·actlve fen1-like foliage. An a1·Jy antl fre 
))loon1er that is easy to grow. A goo(l new yellow 
s mi-cactus on the show tables sl10ull1 b inl i·est
ing. 

JUNG 01'' THE " 'HITES-Informal clecorn.tive. 
Pur st white. Extra larg well fOJ'metl flow r with 
]Joint <l ]le la ls. V ry fr bloomer w ith all l>loo1ns 
perfect, n.rtd best of all it i · a white that is not 
s'oile<l by [}right s unshine or moisture. There ha\'e 
be n a n1in1l er of: new whiles, hut everylh in g co n
s icler d, th is seems to be n.si l y the b st JJ rforn1er. 
l\fAYFAIR-lnfonnal tlecontlive. Bright true p ink 
with wh ite c nter. Fair ly large flower of unusual 
form, h :tving lacinatecl petals, and the color is very 
striking. 'J'ruly a beautiful flower . 
. A YINA-Ineurvecl aclus. B right sa lmon with gold 
c·enler. A rathe1· low but v igorous grower with ni ·e 
:;,tems, that is a v i·y prolific bloom r. A fine eolor 
combina~·ion that will be found most useful. 
Prico per l'itrong 11iviAion, $11>.00 net, or one strong 

division of all fom· for $50.00 net. 
New illustrute<l catalogue, giYing i'ull df'A<'d1>tions 
of these and 1niu1y 1nore lt'Hding varieties, is free 

on rl'(]uest. 

BALLAY DAHLIA GARDENS 
4·30{) EL ('AMINO REAT ... , P.U~O ALTO, C.ALIF. 

/ 
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Alabama Dahlia News 
The Dahlia Society of A labama is again looking for

ward to a year of better dahlias and their 14th Annual 
Show. The 1949 Show will be held at the Thomas J ef
ferson Hotel in Birmingham, October 8th and 9th. The 
entire second floor of the hotel has been engaged for this 
and plans are in the making for a really fine show. Mr. 
Frank M. House, president, Mr. W. H. Howard, show 
chairman, a long with an enthusiastic executive board are 
worki ng toward this goal. A feature of this year's show 
will be a new award in the seedling class. A very hand
some trnphy, generous ly given by the Walter Thomp
sons will be awarded for the best bloom of a dahlia 
grown from seeds planted each current year. The trophy 
will have the winner's name engraved on it and will be 
held for one year. 

Early in the year, a membership drive was begun. Sides 
were chosen and the race was on. This will end with a 
barbecue given by the losers at the home of the Lefko
vits in Bessemer. Winner or loser all are looking for
ward to this with great anticipation. 

Programs at the regular monthly meetings have been 
both interesting and instructive. Several meetings have 
featured colored slides of dahlias grown north, east and 
south. 1fr. Nelson Crist of Atlanta, president of the 
Southern States Dahlia Associat ion was guest speaker 
at the March meeting. The society is looking forward 
to hav ing Mr. Charles Hudson of Atlanta as speaker 
at the June meeting. 

Apr il 3d found a group from the Alabama Dahlia So
ciety in Atlanta, Georgia attending the spring meeting 
of the Southern States Dahlia Association. It was a 
great time for seeing friends from Georgia and Ten
nessee again and also enjoying the hospitality of Mr. and 
Mrs. Conrad Faust. 

Again in 1950, the Southern States Show will be held 
in Birmingham. Looking forward to this, committees 
have been appointed, the Thomas ] eff erson Hotel reser
vation made and plans are humming. 

It is hoped that the visitors from north, east and 
other sections going to the Southern States Show in 
Atlanta this Fall will come by Birmingham and visit 
our show October 8th and 9th. The latch string is on 
the outside, please use it, a cordial welcome awaits you. 

M. GOODWIN, 
Reporter. 

Please li st Dahlia Society of A labama Show. October 
8th and 9th at Thomas Jefferson Hotel, Birmingham, 
Alabama. • 
Camden Dahlia and Horticultural Society 

Plans are being formulated for the Twenty-fifth Annual 
Exhibition of the Camden Dahlia and Horticultural So
ciety which, as usual, is to be held in the Camden County 
Vocational School,, Browning Road, Merchantville, N. J. 
The dates selected for this event are September 23-24. 
1fany new and enthusiastic members have joined this 
society since the 1948 Show. This society numbers among 
its exhibitors many of the best dahlia growers in this 
section of the State and nearby Pennsylvania. A lready 
there are indications that there will be keen competition 
for honors in 1949. A real spi rit of optimism prevails and 
another fine show is anticipated. 

WATSON CONOVER, 

Bulletin of the American Dahlia Society 

Resolution of Respect 

We desire to express our deep sense of loss and sor
row over the passing on February 25, 1949, of our fellow 
member and friend, Willi am Jobes; and to pay tribute 
to his memory. 

The East Liverpool Dahlia Society has lost a loyal 
member and faithful worker. He was devoted to the 
Society in all of its activit ies, laboring w ithout reserve 
to perform numerous tasks which he willingly accepted. 
His particular fondness for Roses prompted him to lend 
a real hand in the Rose divisions of our shows. 

We recall that he had the desire to see the community 
a more beautiful place in which to live. To that end he 
fostered the planting of Rose Gardens. A few years ago 
he remarked to a member of this committee that he hoped 
upon retiring from the pottery, to spend his extra time 
planting roses and caring for them for his friends. The 
community has suffered a loss. 

We shall respect and treasure the memory of his 
pleasant manner, his kind friendship , his wise counsels, 
and sound judgment. Our loss is keenly felt. 

And, Be it Resolved, that this record of appreciation 
of Willian Jobes and his many services be spread upon 
the minutes of the Society and that a copy be forwarded 
to his late home. 

Committee: 

FRANK N. RICHMOND 

CLARENCE LEWIS 

A. M . FISHER 

G. F. McCULLOUGH 
This Resolution of Respect was presented to the East 

Liverpool Dahlia Society meeting in regular session 
Monday, Apri l 4, 1949 and was duly adopted. The Secre
tary was also directed to forward a copy to The American 
Rose Society and a copy to The American Dahlia Society. 

• 

MRS. FRANK SHONE, 

Secretary. 

Burholme Horticultural Society 
Burholme, Philadelphia, Pa. 

The 29th Dahlia Show of the Burholme H orticultural 
Society wi ll be held September 16th and 17th, 19-+9 at the 
Burholme Motor Showrooms, 7253 Rising Sun Avenue, 
P hil adelphia, Pa. 

T here wi ll be sectional classes devoted to amateur, 
private gardeners, institutions, commercial growers, and 
open to all. Sweepstake prizes will be offered in each 
class. 

The American Horne Achievement medal will be of
fered as an award to the most worthy unclisserninatecl 
dahlia. At least three blooms on long stems must be 
shown and must be entered especially for this award. 

There will be valuable prizes in all classes, with cash 
prizes fo r the private gardener. 

The Burholme Horticultural Dahlia Show is one event 
everyone should attend if possible. Anyone interested in 
exhibiting, may obtain a Show Catalog by writing Mrs. 
David S. Chambers, 821 Knorr Street, Philadelphia 11, 
Pa. 

MRS. DAVID s. CHAMBERS, 

Show Secretary. 
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1
Report ol the 

January and February Meetings of the 
Dah1ia Society of Tennessee 

Chattanooga, Tennessee 
T he January a nd February meetings of th e Dahlia 

Society of Tennessee were held in Chattanooga at the 
Hotel Patten. M r. Volney Cox was elected President 
fo r 1949; M r . Harry Brady, Vice-President; Mr. Abe 
Siskin, Treasurer; Mr. T. G. Hixson, Secretary. The 
Executive Board members will be Mr. W. A. Luther, 
Mr s. H. M. Schmitt, Mr. and Mrs. E . L. Miller, Mr. T. 
] . Jett, a nd M r. T. G. Hixson. 

Our society is represented by the Executive Board of 
the Southern States Dahlia Association a nd the four 
members will be composed of Mrs. W . H. S immo11ds, 
lvfr. Clarence Callquist , Mr. Harry Brady, and Mr. 
:\rnold Burnette. This group is looking fo rward to the 
semi -annual meeting to be held in Atlanta, Georgia, to 
give any assistance or suggest ions toward making the 
Southern States Dahlia Show a success. The show is to 
be held in Atlanta, Georgia, on October the li rst and 
second , 1949. 

The Tennessee Society is ontemplating having a 
municipal dahlia gard en to he supervi sed hy members 
of our own society, providing enough interest is shown 
in the project. O ur plans are not to make thi s a trial 
garden, but to make it on a small scale , located in a 
st rategic spot where it will draw a lot of vis itors, trying 
to interest more m 11 in rais ing the dahlia. 

If any other g roup in the U nited States has ever under 
taken a proj ect of this kind, we would appreciate cor
respondence from them on thi s subj ect. If any other group 
has ever undertaken a civic project of any kind, we 
wou ld appreciate co rrespondence on this a lso . 

\ Ve a re trying to hav th g roup work as a civic or
gani zation and tu take more inter est than that of just 
having a meeting tu attend and staging an annual show. 

\ Ve were fort un ate in havi ng one of our own members, 
M r s. \IV. H. Si mmonds attend the annual meeting of the 
A.D.S. and make us a report of the trip. Before too 
ma ny years have gone by, other s in our g roup hope to 
have the privilege of a lso atte nding one of the A.D .S. 
meet ings. 

• 
:\RNOLn .·\. BtTRNETTE, 

Pnblicity Chai rma n. 

Inglewood Dahlia and Floral Society 
Since· the report sent you relatiYc to the new officers 

uf ou r Inglewood Society for 1949, it was deemed neces
. ary that a corresponding sec retary he elected. So, if 
possible, we would appreciate a notice to that effect. 

?\forray !v[inehart , 3618 \Vest 59th St reet, Los An
geles 43, California was clectecl , and it is our wish that 
a ll cor respondence he addressed to him in the future. 

It may make a news item fo r you to know that we 
will have a booth in the California Internati onal Flower 
Show i 11 Hollywood Park Race Track, March Z6th thru 
Ap ril 3cl, a nd will a lso be given time in the proj ecti on 
booth for the display of color slides of dahlias from our 
own garden s. Our president, Harry L. Marshall, will act 
as one of the judges in the show. 

MURRAY .MINEHART, 

Corresponding Secretary. 

\ 
Greater Philadelphia Dahlia Society 

Sixty E ight members of the Greater Philadelphia 
Dahli a Society attended the first annual banquet held in 
the Bala Country Club, P hiladelphia, Pa . on February 
.24th. 

After a shor t business meeting, our President John 
Mc.Menamin, turned the proceedings over to our genia l 
Master of Ceremonies Harold Graham . Harold called 
on E. A. Smith, Vice President of the Pennsylvania 
Railroad; Joseph P. McKenna, Agricultural Research 
Chemist; Frank Deichler, Pres ident of the Delaware 
Garden Club; and others. 

Show Superintendent , F red Moore, announced Septem
ber 23rd & 24th as th e dates of our show and the Ray
mond Scott L in coln-Mercury Show Rooms as our show 
place. He pointed out that the show place is conveniently 
located in A rdm ore, Pa. right on the Mai n Str eet of 
A merica (U. S. Route 30) . It can be approached from 
all directions without hav in g to go through the heavy 
Philadelphia traffic. He stressed the conveni ence of paf-k
ing on the lot adjoi ning the building. 

He ann ounced that severa l medals and trophies would 
be awarded, in add ition to F ive Hundred dollars in cash 
awards. He also info rmed us that our Society would 
cooperate with the new A.D.S. Show Seedling Sweep
stakes Awards. He asked that we extend a n invitation 
to a ll interested to show or v isit us on Sept. 23-24 and 
that further details may be obtained by contacting Fred 
Moore, P.O. Box 386, Haverford, Pa. or the Society's 
office, 11 39 Lancaster Ave., Bryn Mawr, Pa. 

Before clos ing the meeting, Kodachrome slides of the 
newer variet ies were shown by, Stanl ey J ohnson , \ Valter 
.Strobel, F rank Dcichlcr, Norman \'-/r ight and F il. A lleva. 

• 

F . A. ALLEVA, 

Acti ng Branch Editor. 

East Liverpool Dahlia Society 

At our last regular meeting on the evening- of .March 
7, 1949, the Officers fo r the vear of 1949 were finally 
compl eted, and are as fo ll ows: -

President- Frank Richmond. 
1st Vice President- M1-s. Marie' \ Vhite. 
2nd V ice President- Frank S hnnc . 
3rd Vice President- [ ,co Laurence. 
Corresponding Secretary- \\ illiam l. Crai ne. 
Recording Secretary- Mrs. Bertha Shone. 
Financial Secretary- Mrs. Ne ll Ga l!imore, lJ()<) Smith-

li eld Street, East Lh·erpnn l, Ohio . 
Treasurer-Edwin Rountz. 
Show Manager-Mr. George Schepp. 
The members old a nd new ar e showing a lot of en

thusias m and plans for a la rger and more k eener com
plet ion for th e 1949 Show are in the making. 

Some new sections will a ppea r in the schedule which 
is near completion. Show rates arc September 17-18, 
1949, and we extend invitati ons to a ll who care to a ttend. 

VlILLl A;\ f c. CRAI NE , 

Corresponding Secretary. 

A.D.S. Show - Hotel Statler, New York City, 
Sept. 21 and 22. / 
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UNIFORM COLOR STANDARDS 
Much has been accompli shed in Color Nomenclature and Clas ification the 
past year. Dahliadel Pocket Edition has been completed and used i.n practi
cally a ll the large Dahlia sh ows. The color clas es, as arranged in our Pocket 
Edition, as \vell as size and type classes have been approved hy t h e American 
Dahlia Society and the Central States Dahl ia Society. This wi ll simp lify 
judging throughout the country. 

Dahliadel Pocket Edition of the HORTICULTURAL COLOUR CHART 
contains 175 color blocks arranged in the spectrum order, primari ly for th e 
American Dahlia Society with a definite co lor range on each set oE pages. 
A utumns haYe b en added to mah the color range more comp ] te. It is a 
comp lete chart for other flmv ers with the addition of vio let:-;, and the omiss ion 
of t he greens and few blues. 

Darker shades arc in columns to the rig h t ·with li g hter tints tu the lcfl. 
Pages a re COYCrecl with Ce llopha ne a ncl in a stall Jar l oY-J.x3Y-J. binc1 ' L Pocket 
Edition in Loose Leaf Binder $15.00. 

HORTICULTURAL COLOUR CHART 
(Published by the Royal Horticultural Society of England) 

This Cha rt is in two \'olnmcs \\'ith 100 loose s he.: 'ts in each, anrl four color 
tones on a h s h eet. lt has the ll1!lst c mplete range of co lors ,,·ith the ex
ception of autumn s which h a YC been add eel in the l )ah 1iade1 Poe k 't f~cl itwn. 

It has th best co lors o f any Chart published fur 1lur1~cnltural use. T he color 
names are n ea rly a ll in c<> mm on usage. 

Complete Chart of 2 Volumes -------------------------- -- ----- --·-------·------$12.50 

Sheets punched and each Volume in a Loose Leaf Binder Complete ______ __ $14.00 

Above Horticultural Chart with 2/ 3 of the color blocks cut out that are 
used in the Pocket Edition (635 blocks untouched, 165 with 1/ 3 
block left in) in 2 Loose Leaf Binders --··-------·-- --·- ------ -·-- -- ----· --- ---------- --- -$ 7.00 

Dahliadel Pocket Edition with the above Horticultural Chart with 
2/ 3 of the color blocks cut out when ordered together -·----- ·-- -- -- -- ----- ---$21.00 

All Clta1•ts Sent Po~tpaid 

DAHlIADEl NURSERIES 
Box 14 WARREN W. MAYTROTT Vineland, N. J. 
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