


2 llullcti11 of the A m eriean Dahlia Soci ety 

To Every A. D.S. Member/ 
1n the Spring, a man's fancy slowly turns to thoughts of 

DAHLIAS, but how many of us ever consider what we may d 
for the American Dahlia Society. 

During the War, your officers did a magnificent job, and 
the holding of the Annual Show was quite an undertaking. 

Now, bowever, the Show to be held this year will be the 
first peacetime Show, and your Show Committee is making 
definite arrangements, which you will find outlined in detail in 
the February BuLLETJN. Note particularly the committees that 
will be active at Show time. 

We, like all other organizations, must continue to grow, 
and new blood is the life of all societies. 

The Membership Committee is endeavoring to at least 
double the American Dahlia Society membership by September 
1, 1946, and is requesting each and every member to obtain one 
new member, but, of course, if you can obtain more than one 
application, do not stop after obtaining the first one. Applica
tions for new members may be obtained from the Membership 
Committee who will deeply appreciate receiving your coopera
tion. 

We trust that you will not fail us. 

ANDREW J. MULCAHY, lvlemhenhip Chc1im1c1111 

20 Marshall Avenue, 

Floral Park, L. I. 
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Bulletin of the Ameri can Dahlia Society 

A.D.S. Show to Be Staged at New- York 
City September 24 and 25 

Just about the "hustlingest" group of committees 
imaginable a rc coordinating their efforts to make our 
forthcoming show an outsta nding A .D.S. event. 

vVe are indeed fortu nate in obtaining agai n the beauti
ful Penn Top (formerly known as the Roof Garden) 
in the Pennsylvani a Hotel in New York City. This 
beautiful cxh ibition hall is ideally suited for staging our 
show. 

The schedule published in our la t BULLETIN contains 
360 classes. 

T here is a class or classes for you whether you grow 
few or many Dahlias-whether you are a novice or a 
sea. oned professional. 

SPECI AL SERVICE FOR NOVICES 
vVe have a splendid Exhibitor's Service Committee 

·who wi ll be on hand early to give our novices aid in 
locating container , tips on setting up exhibits to win 
and as istance in placing your blooms in the proper 
classes. \Ve plan to do such a fine job that we hope 
nobody w ill ref rain from bringing blooms in because of 
inexperience or hesitancy in getting started in the ex
hibition game. 

"DISTANCE" EXHIBITS ENCOURAGED 
vVe list below the classes for blooms that are shipped 

in from out of town. A special committee will be ready 
to accept the boxes and stage your blooms carefully
there will be no neglect. Ship by air express and mark 
your boxes boldly "Fresh Cut Flowers." The Florists' 
Associations have brought forcible attention to ir Ex
press authorities with the view of eliminating entirely 
damage to cut flower shipments. Their fine efforts will 
greatly help our Dahlia growers to get their hlooms to 
New York in Al conditi on. 

Section K 

Entries Shipped By Common Carrier 
This classification is being revived because of its popu

larity prior to the war and is expanded to include not 
only shipments by air express but any common ca rrier. 
From short distances from 150 miles to 200 miles regular 
railway exp1-ess, when marked special, could serve. It 
is always best to consult canier agent for particulars 
and rates. A competent committee will open, classify 
and stage exhibits. vV1~ite for entry blanks to A.D.S. 
Secretary, \Varel H. Cook, 34 Puritan Avenue, Tucka
hoe, New York and be sure to mail entries in advance 
of show so that entry cards may be prepared when ship
ment arrives. 

Three aidine distances are included to permit competi
tion which is fair and equitable: 1st zone, 150 to 400 
miles, to include: Rochester, Buffalo, Baltimore, \i\Tash
ington, Pittsburgh, etc. 2nd zone 400 to 1,000 miles in
clude: Detroit, Cleveland, Chicago, St. Louis, Memphis, 
etc. 3rd zone all points over 1,000 miles. All distances 
to be computed on airline basis shown by mile scale on 
any U. S. map. 

lST ZONE-150 TO .+00 :MILES 
Cla s 323-Three blooms large, Formal or Informal. 

Suitabl e ward. 
Class 324-Six blooms, medium, long-keeping commer

cial type-Formal or Info rmal, one variety, to be judged 
at 6 P. :M., 1st clay of show. S uitable award. 

Class 325-Twelve blooms, J\!I iniature or pompon, one 
variety. Suitable award. 

2ND ZONE-400 TO 1,000 MILES 
Clas3 326-Three blooms, large Formal or Informal. 

Suitable award. 
Cla s 327-Six bloon1s, medium., long-keeping com

mercial type-Formal or In fo rmal, one variety to be 
judged at 6 P. M., first day of show. Suitable award. 

Class 328-Twelve bloom , J\!I iniature or pompon, one 
variety. Suitable award. 

3RD ZONE-OVER 1,000 MILES 
Clas 329-Three blooms, laro-e Formal or Informal. 

Suitable award. 
Class 330-Six blooms, medium, 1011°·-keeping com

mercial type-Formal or Info rmal, one variety to be 
judged at 6 P. M., 1st day of show. Suitable award. 

Class 331-Twelve blooms, M iniature or pompon, one 
variety. Suitable award. 

SPECIAL ENTRY-ENTERED FRO:M ANY ZONE 
Class 332-Three bl oom of any varie ty which won a 

ce rtifi cate at any A .D.S. T rial Ground , last ea on. 
For mo t outstanding entry. Suitabl award. 

• 
PRIZES 

A large number of \\'Orthwhil e prizes will be awarded 
to our winners-perhaps the most cli\'ersificcl and valu
able in many yea rs. It will be worth vour while to 
capture any one of them. -

Your committee would like ' 'ery xhibitor to make 
as many entri es as possible in the Pompon and Minia
ture classes throu o-hout the shm . This would be a 
great tribute to the memory of our late V ice President, 
Paul Doll, whose Porns and :Mins captivated all love rs 
of Dahlias at each of our shows. :Hrs. Doll will continue 
growing and showing even though th scale may be more 
limited than in the years wl1 n Paul worked together with 
her indulging their favorite hobby. 

Show manager Henry 01 en started to plan this Show 
on the day of bis reappointment and can be counted 
upon for every detail and its careful execution. 

Plan to plant all the stock you can attend to prop
erly. \\Tith a concerted effort w can make the 19-+6 
Show memorable in A .D.S. history. 

• 
VARIETY LABELS 

No variety shall be judged unl ess it is m arked 
plainly with its correct variety n a m e or its number if 
an undi sseminated variety. U niform labels will b e 
furnished by the Society. In t h e case of basketi:;, 
bowls, or arrangements, the variety names may be 
place d on the entry ca rd. Thi s will not detract from 
th e artistic b eauty of the exhibi t. 
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Dahlias in the Yukon 
One of our enthusiastic members is Mrs. Jack 1vieloy, 

of Coffee Creek, Yukon T erritory-that is just thi s side 
of- well-the las t stop ! 

'vVe are indebted to our Secretary, Dr. Ward H. Cook, 
fo r permi ssion to publish the highly illuminating letter he 
received from Mrs. Meloy regarding Dahlia activities 
where the weather blows cold. 
"Dear Dr. Cook : 

In receipt of your letter in regard to dahlias up north 
here 139 longtitude and 62 lat ., where I live, and where 
the temperature drops to 70 below in the winter and frosts 
in the summer months. I wouldn't call thi s a dahlia cli
mate, 45 below today at time of w1-iting. 

I saw only one small maroon colored dahlia in bloom 
in the States which is my home, before I came here 
that was a long time ago. But fo r thi s reason I don' t 
feel I am a very reliable judge. However, people come 
a long and pronounce our garden wonclerf ul. 

Mr. George Black, Member of Parliament of the Yukon 
has taken colored movie of our garden and says he 
hasn't seen any better dahlias anywhere. I don't knO\\' 
whether to beli eve thi s or not. 

I have grown dahlias for about 15 years here and got 
some experience to say the least. One can count on 90 
clays of growing weather fo r sure, with some frosts in 
the summer, I watch the the thermomete r in the summer 
evenings when frosts threaten and I cover my plants. 

Here is the perfo rmance I go thru to rai se my dahlias. 
I start dahlias about April 20 in the house. I later put 
plants started in the house in gr eenhouse-most are 
planted in heavy cardboard boxes . 

\Vhen I transplant these in the garden I t ear off box. 
put in 2 fistfuls of fish meal in hole, work soil with fish 
meal thorol y, pour in some warm water, I use mostly 
·warm water here, as heat is an important factor, slip dah
lia plant in carefull y. I do this about first of June. 

Size is not the maj or intere. t with me so I don't prune 
heavy, altho I have rai sed some up to 15 inches across-
1frs. LeBoutillier for one. I do pull off the small sprouts 

As to pests, ants and mice will cut the younger plants 
off at times. I haven't noticed anything else bothering 
dahlia plants to elate. 

I have read Mrs. Walter V. Petersen's letter stating 
her storage trouble-that ounds bad ; I think I would 
try treating with semesan as directed, and if that didn't 
do the trick, now please don' t laugh, I would try sul
fathiazole on dahlias. No Lady, I wouldn't quit until I 
found the right remedy for virus trouble. 

We keep a fin e malimute dog team of 7, more some 
times-I saved a fine clog by administering 255 grains of 
sulfathiozole and doctored clog back to health. I believe 
there is surely a cure for all troubles,-Dogs and Dahlia 
are hobbies of mine quite a combination. 

Now Dr. Cook t You asked what varieties I have, well 
many times the dahlias I send out for, and don't arrive 
here until about June, don't come true to description but 
here are some I am supposed to have: 

Monmouth Champion orange, Thomas Edison purple, 
Entrup's :Monarch plum, Mrs. G. LeBoutilliere red, Carl 
Dahl golden yellow, 1frs. A. B. Seal deep old rose, Royal 
velvet red, Day Break reel and yellow, Marshall's Pink 
pink, Jersey Beauty pink, Satan scarlet, American purity 

Group in front of the Dahlias includes Mrs. Ja ck Meloy 
011 the left 

white, D' Arey Sainsbm-y white, and many others as I 
have some g rand seedlings . For several years I have been 
buying dahlia seeds from Carl Salbach, Berkeley, Calif. 
T he results have been wonderful, but my dream dahlia 
is a pure blood red decorative dahlia without shades of 
other colors. 

So I thought I would try Ruschmohr seeds, I bought 
20 seeds-these cam e in by dog team mail when the 
temperature was 55 below Zero, I have hard dahlia seed 
from Salbach stored out on the porch where the tem
perature went down to 68 below Zero by the way. I 
planted my dahlia seeds the middle of March the Rusch
mohr seed all came up but the old Salbach seed germa
tion wa about 80 per cent. The seed came up after 
being planted 30 hours from then on until the 6th clay 
all were up, that e-.;er came up. The seedlings I planted 
in pots with fish meal in the bottom of the pot, of the Sul
bach iilanL produced several doubles, but one was r eall y 
a very fine pale yellow semi cactus. 

Of the nine that bloomed of the Ruschmohr eedlings 
one was a line golden yellow semi cactus. But the g rand 
champion of all was a dahlia in fo rm and looks. Similar 
to 1fr. Lew Sarett's pink Flamingo of which I have a 
picture in F lower Grower magazine of which I am a 
subscriber. However my grand seedling is a shell pink 
in center with outer petal s tinged with a lavender tinge 
very much like some of the northern lights up here, this 
dahlia I have named Ruschmoh1-'s Northern Light, of 
course I can't enter thi s grand dahlia for trials, but it 
might as well have a name. I live so far away and mail 
servi ce up he1·e in winter and spring when dahlias should 
be planted is too cold to send perishable things by mail. 

Last spring when the ice went out in the Yukon River, 
we \vere fl ooded as ice jammed for 3 days causing 27 
inches of cold icy water to raise and stand in our house 
also in greenhouse where our dahlias were. My husband 
hung 2 lighted lanterns in the g reenhouse and saved the 
dahlias and after this icy bath they bloomed fine all sum
mer. It often rains here in the fall, I always dry clumps 
well before storing sprinkle with sulphur and ashes. 

I subscribed for your Dahlia Bulletin because I was 
(Continued on page 13) 
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Earth 
Sustainer of Life-Sculptor of the Beautiful 

"The Good Earth" was the title of a novel by Pearl S. 
Buck, which told a moving story of the plain people 
of China. But that title could be the subj ect of many 
stories. For instance, Louis Pasteur could have written 
one back in 1857 and a fine one, too, when he discovered 
that all Jiving matter goes through a cycle of life and 
death caused by microbes in nature. 

The earth sustains all life, furnishes our food, and 
creates the dahlias and other colorful flower s which 
makes life more beautiful, then takes us to her bosom 
in death. 

Another interesting and amazing story about the good 
earth could be written by Dr. Rene ]. Dubas. He has 
proven that earth germs or bacteria can be harnessed to 
cure the diseases of life. The stories of his discoveries 
were recently told in an article in the New York T1Vorld
Tc!cgra11l. 

Starting out with three kitchen tumblers of earth, the 
story goes, scooped from what later became a kid's vic
tory garden at York Avenue and 66th Street, New York, 
he proved clinically that the germs of the earth can be 
domesticated and made to combat other germs which at
tack human bodies. Experimenting with this earth 
Dr. Dubas isolated from the microbes of mid-Manhattan 
dirt a new drug, granicidin. It turned out to be 1,000 
to 100,000 times as potent as the strongest sulfa. That 
was in 1939. His discovery not only established a funda
mental principle in the treatment of disease, one basic 
to the use of penicillin but by many in the medical world 
i~ is credited also with reviving the line of rese~rch from 
which the British discoverers produced at last, that 
atomic bomb of modern medicine itself. 

For the autboritative history of penicillin issued by 
the Food and Drug administration puts it undramatically : 
"The American worker, Dubas, was the first to isolate 
in clinically usable form an anti-bacterial agent". It 
was nearly two years after the discovery of graniciclin 
from the "good earth" that Oxford University scientists 
reported the astounding, miraculous anti-bacterial prop
erties of penicillin. 

Dr. Dubos, in those three tumblers of earth, put human 
germs of pneumonia, streptococci and staphylococci. He 
found that earth germs killed the human disease germs. 
He further found that earth germs would save tbe lives 
of mice innoculated with these disease germs. 

So he found the No. 3 wonder drug. So far it has 
been used only in veterinary medicine and for infections 
of human body cavities such as sinus, mastoid, bladder 
and chest as well as infections of the body surface. This 
is because it unfortunately poisons the blood cells as 
well as killing the disease germs. But it has so far 
blitzkriegecl the entire field of bacteria known as gram
positive. But what this discovery holds for the future 
may be of far greater importance to human life. 

One thing this discovery brings to gardeners is the 
realization that there is an eternal conflict g·oing on in 
nature. Plant life flourishes and dies, the putrefac,tion 
of this living matter acted upon by the germs or bacteria 
in the soil, through the process of decay brings, by 

chemical change, more plant food to sustain new plant 
life. Compost, decayed vegetable matter, thus becomes 
our best fertilizer for dahlias, and all other plants. 

Certainly this is but a part of the process of nature 
to recreate. Lightening combines nitrogen with oxygen 
in the air. \i\Tater condensing from vapor in the clouds 
carries the nitrogen to the earth. Plants absorb the 
moisture and the legumes and other plants take the 
nitrogen from the air and combined with bacteria from 
the earth fix it on their roots. The bacteria in the earth 
adds oxygen to make the nitrogen usable to plants. They 
must enrich the soil to grow other plants, including 
dahlias. 

Yet, tbe "good earth" can lose its fertility if we grow 
too greedy and take from it all the time and give nothing 
back. Farms have been abandoned wholesale because 
too much was expected of nature and not enough plant 
life elements put back, so that the earth bacteria could 
renew the fertility. If you want bigger dahlias than your 
neighbor, help the soil to help you grow them. Com
mercial fertilizers are becoming easier to obtain although 
nitrogen is still scarce, either nitrate of soda or calcium 
nitrate. And farmers need a lot of fertilizer to bring 
in heavy crops of grain and vegetables to help feed the 
world. 

It's still patriotic to plant vegetables. Help yourself 
and others by helping grow more food. But there is 
room between the vegetables, we hope, for your dahlias. 
Its planting time and if you plan right, you can make 
your own compost. Adel some commercial fertilizer to 
the good old earth of your garden, you'll still be able 
to compete at your favorite dahlia show next fall. Then 
you write your own version of the story "The Good 
Earth". 

L. BrsnoP. 

• 
Experienced Dahlia Grower to Lecture 

Curtis Redfern has been one of the principal dahlia 
show exhibitors in California during the past 25 years. 
He is now planning a trip through the East and 1idwest 
this Fall. His interest in flower growing has included 
radio talks, lectures on flower shows and arrangements 
(he was a pupil of Gregory Conway, probably the lead
ing authority on handling flowers); has judged at shows 
in New York, at Short Hills; in Portland, Oregon; 
Los Angeles, San Mateo and at Alameda. As a breeder 
he has introduced varieties that 11ave made enviable 
records for themselves wherever dahlias are grown. 
Among them are : 

Barbara Redfern, B11rgnndy and Bagdad, considered by 
the late Derrill Hart to be the most brilliant colored 
dahlia he had ever seen. Angelo Rossi, awarded Grand 
Challenge Cup in Holland as best foreign dahlia grown 
that year in Holland; Ra11io11.a, winner American Home 
Achievement Medal; Mandalay, Shekinah, Polaris, El 
Ritbio and others. 

Secretaries may contact Mr. Redfern for information, 
addressing him at 635 Thirty-third St., San Francisco 21, 
California. 
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Postwar Dahlias in Australia 
Peacetime Prospects 

By L. FitzGerald 
St. Brunswick N 10, Victoria Australia 

1vfuch water has flowed under the bridge since our 
last dahlia revievv appeared in this Bulletin. 

First and foremost the great and terrible global war 
is over-the mighty atom bomb struck twice, and the 
Japs folded up. Australians hope that atomic energy will 
now be used for the preservation of mankind instead of 
for its destruction. 

Secondly, Australia's greatest drought has ended-we 
still need rain, and we bave lost millions of sheep and 
vast acreage of crops in the last few years. We hope 
the next few seasons will be good-for food crops and 
also for flowers. 

The stage is all set for planting for the new season ; and 
there will indeed be many spectacular new beauties for 
the first peace time flowering season. Australia being 
deprived of dahlia supplies from Europe, Asia and 
America has been forced to rely on its own resources, 
and with amazing results. Many superior new giants 
have been developed which will delight the hearts of 
American growers in the next few years. We note in the 
first place a few of the more remarkable varieties. 

Number one on the list is Pop Harris which has had 
an extraordinary run of success. This one is already in 
America-if it acclimatizes it will be very popular. The 
colour i~ a clear dark red. It is a giant informal dee. 
which won many first prizes last year. 

A perfect contrast in colour to Pop Harris, is the mag
nificent yel low decorative Pamela M. Joyce-a cham
pion among champions. 

"N obocly's Light" also shone as a prominent type for 
exhibition. It is a real winner that will shine in the years 
to come. Another champion is Kelvin ... a huge salmon 
rose dee., which has won good prizes. Lorna Doone came 
to us from New South \i\Tales ... it is a good white 
cactus but a shy propagator. 

It is interesting to note old ones like Ballego's Sur
prise, Rita Betty, Brau O'Brecht and Clara Carder in 
the prize lists. These are still first rate varieties although 
the new ones are gradually pushing them off the top 
shelf. 

Among the very new ones must be mentioned a bril
liant half dozen-these we list under t11e headin'" dahlia 
futurity because they show magnificient promise for the 
future. Australia will be soon re-organizing the flower 
shows in real earnest, so that all the good new ones will 
really have a chance to prove their quality. 

The half dozen selected for special comment are: 
Australia, a giant cactus of delicate pink and lovely 
sheen; Bofors, a huge and perfect white cactus; Lilian 
Boonna, a superb coral pink and cream cactus of large 
size; Lncky Bird, a brilliant yellow cactus now a few 
seasons old; ]i,f orocco, a prolific rich old gold formal; Re-
111embrance, a lilac rose and yellow decorative that 
comes right back to stem. These and many others 
are perfect types now grown in Australia. 

NEW YEAR GREETINGS 

January, 1938, was the last year in which we could 
greet readers and really wish them a year of peace. 
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In some ways, 19-1-6 may be like the uneasy years before 
the war, but let us trust that flower lovers will really 
enjoy their gardens for a long unbroken period of 
quiet peace. 

To lovers of the Dahlia we can say that the new 
year vvill bring to ligl1t a group of amazing novelties; 
possibly the best lot of Australian dahlias ever to be 
produced. Australian raisers have to rely on their 
own resources during the war years and in view of 
the fact that no imports were allowed they have pro
duced more and better dahlias than hitherto, when 
imported varieties were able to keep the continuity 
of novelties going. 

The plain truth is that the Australian Dahlia is 
now the best in the world because Australian. condi
tions are ideal for the production 0£ new varieties. 
There is only one thing· needed; a very high and ruth
less standard which will kill all but the very best 
of new ones before they reach tlie market; only the 
top raters should be allowed to live. If this is done, 
the Dahlia hobby will enjoy a vast increase in popu
larity in the immediate post-war years when pcop1e 
realize even more than hitherto, that a pfant which 
will bloom for six months with an endless variety of 
different types of flowers is indeed "king· of the flowers". 
The Dahlia does and should dominate Autumn and 
Summer displays in all modern gardens of whatever 
size. 

We have just had wonl from the following· people 
in liberated Europe: 

Nagels of Belgium; Dannys De Ruyter and Ballego 
of Holland. Unhappily we believe Mr. Riding 0£ Eng
land is now deceased. A letter was returned to us with 
such an endorsement. 

• 
Coming Attraction! ! 

A new feature which will acquaint us with the high
lights in the news of Dahliadom, ten years ago-yes, 
twenty-five years ago-is being planned. The series will 
commence in a short time. 

We would like to obtain copies of a few issues dating 
back more than a decade and will gladly pay for same. 
They are: October 19.28 ; October 1930 ; November 1933 
and any pdor to October 1927. 

Kindly communicate with H. Dewey Moh1-, 38 Vincent 
Avenue, Rockville Centre, New York, if you can supply 
these wanted copies. 

Mr. Mohr has some duplicates of old issues. If you 
are short some of these to complete your BULLETIN 
collection, write him and be may be able to help you, too. 

• 
Dahlia Society of New Jersey 

The Spring meeting of the Dahlia Society of New 
Jersey will be held at Trinity Parish House Rector 
Street, Newark, N. J., on Saturday, April 6th, at 2 :30 
P. M. The new president, Mrs. C. V. Smith, Far Hills, 
N. J., will preside and plans will be made for the Fall 
flower show, after which there will be a discussion of 
dahlia problems. 

An Executive Board meeting will be held at 2 :00 P. M. 

• 
Mid-West Show-Sept. 28 and 29-Missouri Bo-

tanical Garden, St. Louis, Mo. 
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Ohio News 
By F. V. R. Viers, A sociatc Editor 

J-\t the last meeting of the Ohio Dahli a Society whic.h 
I vvas fortunate enough to attend, ).[r. _-\rnold Davis 
"Director of the Garden Center of Greater Cleveland" 
was the speaker of the evening. lo.Ir. Da\·is i. in charge 
of all garden center act ivitie . Hi subject \\'as insec
ticid s. He not only knew his insecticide , but he knew 
how to tell about them. Not nee did he u e a word a 
g-raclc school kid would not understand. He explained 
b.D.T. and otl1cr in ecticide , intcrsper eel with a few 
cracker barrel j okcs. Vve liked him Yery much and ex
tcnd an invitation to him to talk to us anytime. 

\ Ve l1a vc noticed comments on the absence of commer
cial di splays at ou r last Midwest S how. I cannot explain 
why, except for the fact that com mercial displays are 
expensive ancl take lots of work. ).lost of our commercial 
grow rs had good specimen blooms to exh ibit but not 
enough good Rower to mak a 0 ·oocl commercial display. 
\Ve do expect to have commercial displays at our fall 
show and also commercial displays of roses and other 
flowers. All commercial grower will be given free space. 
Thi will be an innovation but the Executive Board 
thoLwht it would be good businc s and at the ame time 
add to the show. Thi year we have the Sesquicentennial 
in Cleveland and all garden clubs are participating. The 

equi Queen will be an added attraction at our dahlia 
. how. Thanks to Mr. Srail our past president, and his 
able a. sistants, our Treasury hows a balance of more 
than ix hundred dolla1-s. 

Since D.D.T. i no longer in the experimental stage 
and the results have been seen, we expect to fill our show 
rooms. I will tell you briefly of my own experience with 
D.D.T. August the first my field dahlias were about dead 
or at least I thought they were going to die. L af hoppers 
were in droves. E. J. \\find let me have ome D.D.T. 
and I used two pounds to 100 gallons of water. \Ve used 
a 420-lb. pressure spray. In a week they looked as if 
they had had a close of nitrogen. I sp rayed them again 
in about two week . Before the frost came in early Oc
tober the growth was so heavy you could not tell where 
the rows were. The bushe covered the whole space. 
I u eel four lbs. to 100 gallons in my show garden and 
it killed all the insects I bad. Hov,rever, I did not have 
red spider. The D.D.T. that I u eel was Dupont "Dee
nate"-25-W. In your show garden I would spray about 
every ten days. I am writing about D.D.T. because so 
many growers have asked me about it. Read Prof. Mer
rell Brown's article in the February i sue of the A.D.S. 
Bulletin. 

I want to congratulate Lynn Dudley on his "Old Man 
Ature" articles. They were great, ina much as they 
were not only interesting but contained a world of in
formation. We are sorry they are discontinued. 

Our fall show will be staged in the Masonic Auditorium, 
Euclid and East 36th Street, Cleveland, Ohio, September 
14th and 15th. 

James Cowie is our new president and he is every inch 
a gentleman, and has no superior as a grower of exhibi
tion blooms. E. J. Wind is our show manager. The com
mittees have not been selected but we know they will 
be capable. Vve invite all Dahlia lovers, for we really 
believe with the preparations under way, ·we should have 
a grand show. 
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Portland Dahlia Society 

The monthly meetings of the Portland Dahlia Society 
have been outstanding both for attendance and general in
terest. The meeting held March 4 was featured by a 
showing of colored slides or the newer dahlias loaned us 
by Mr. George Currie of the Central States Dahlia So
ciety. A showing of Mr. Currie's slides is an event looked 
forward to by all our members. 

The annual spring auct ion of tubers was held at the 
. pril 8th meeting. The tubers are donated by members 
and incl ucle both standard and late introductions. In the 
neighborhood of $100.00 was realized from the sale. 

The committee appointed to publish a modern book on 
''Practical Dahlia Culture" completed their work by hav
ing a limited edition of 200 copies ready for distribution 
at this meeting. The price was set at 50 cents per copy 
and the supply \Vas almost sold out. It is a 2-1--page book
let covering the various phases of dahlia culture and gives 
the latest data available on propagation, clisea es and 
insect control, much of which has neve r been publi hed 
for general distribution before. Both amateur and com
mercial growers collaborated in furnishing the copy while 
the reports of the variou Experiment Stations and com
mercial growers who have conducted extensive field 
studies fo rm the basis or much of the work on disease 
and pest recognition and control. It is expected that a 
large r edition will be ready for distribution in a bort 
time . 

The mo t notable things at our meetings are the 
numbe1· of new o-rowers who are taking up dahlia culture 
and the interest being displayed by the commercial grow
ers the real desire to eliminate disease, and the tendency 
of 'our amateur growe 1~s to try out the new originations. 

The Annual Dahlia Show for 1946 will be held Sept. 
27-28. 

• 
Future in the Past 

Blackened as charred wood, 
That through the flame had past, 
Stood the frosted dahlias, against 
Their props of wire. 

Shrivelled as an aged one would 
Be, upon whom stillness was cast, 
Crouched the frosted dahlias, against 
The earth, their pyre. 

Among them a lone bud stood, 
Untouched by the withering blast, 
Quartering the promise of Spring, against 
\\Tinter's somber empire! 

ELIZABETH DuN, \ V"ILLIAMS, 

123 Seymour Ave., Newark, N. J. 

• 
A.D.S. CLASSIFICATION LISTS 

Copy of the 1946 upplement sheet will be mailed 
to each purchaser of the original classification list 
without additional charge. 

There are still some original lists to be had-to
gether with 1945 and 1946 Supplements. Write 
Dr. Ward H. Cook, 34 Puritan Ave., Tuckahoe, 
New York. 

l 
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Send Your Seedlings to the A.D.S. Official 
Trial Gardens 

About May 15th send three (3) plants or roots of 
each vari ety to be entered to each of the gardens you 
have chosen. }.fail the entry blank with check or money 
order for $3.00 for each variety entered. 

The five official gardens will soon be ready to receive 
your new Yarieties for li sting. t each, there is a 
barge of $3.00 per variety for testing. That doe not 

nearly cover the actual cost of culture per variety, but 
it does help to defray some of the actual outlay for 
ferti lizer, cleri cal and otbe1- help . This amount goes di
rectly to the garden. None of it is retained or sent to 
the A.D.S. 

J uclging teams for all of the gardens are organized by 
the supe rintendent of the gardens in co-operation with 
the society \Yhere the gard n is located. Before the war 
o-roups of A.D.S. Judge visited East Lansing and Ohio 
Vall ey trial grounds and it i probable that this custom 
will be resumed when travel is again normal. 

At any rate, when you end your dahlias to these trial 
o-rouncls, you may be c rtain that a group of competent, 
unbiased judges " ·ill score your dahlias as many times 
a their other affair and travel conditions will pern1it. 
They pay tl1eir own expenses on these trips to judge 
your dahlias and help as much as they can, on their own 
time, to assist in the awa1·ding of certifi cates to worthy 
introductions. _.\t the end of the season, the scores are 
averaged and the ce rtifi cate awards announced in the 
Iovember issue of th BuLLETIN. 

The five gardens where you may send them is listed 
below. \"!\Te urge you to send them to at least three 
gardens. If they score 85 points or over at three garden., 
they are elig ibl e to compete fo 1· the coYeted Derrill Hart 
1Ie !al , the highest award for a new introduction awarded 
by the A.D.S. Each year, th highest scoring n w 
variety in each of the three ize lasses, small, medium 
and large receives this award. The announcement of the 
1945 winners \\'ill be found in this issue. 

Send your dahlias to the trial grounds. \Vrite for 
entry blanks 110w. 

• 
HO\\' TO SEND YOUR Y_.\RIETIES 

\ Vrite the gardens selected and a. k for ntry blank 
Then about May 15 encl three (3) plants or roots of 
each vari ty to be entered to each of the garden you 
have chosen. 1Iail the entry blanlc \\·ith check or m ney 
order for $3.00 for each variety entered. 

The five Official A.D.S. Trial Garden are: 
Eastern A.D.S. Dahlia Trial Grounds-University of 

Connecticut, Storrs, Conn. _-\ttention Professor Vv. D. 
Holley. 

Mid-West A.D.S. Dahlia Trial Gr um! -Michigan State 
College, East Lansi11°-, ).Iich. Attention Prof. C. E. 
\"!\Tildon. 

Mid-South A.D .. Dahlia Trial Grounds-Fairmont Col
lege, Fairmont, \V. Va. Attention Dean OliYer Shurt
leff. 

Ohio Valley _.\.D.S . Dahlia Trial Grounds-- ult Park, 
Heekin and Principer, Cincinnati, Ohio. Robert Seibel, 
Superintendent of Trial Grounds. 

Mid-Atlantic A.D.S. Dahlia Trial Grounds-Universitv 
of Maryland, College Park, Prof. ~fahoney, Supt. • 

LYNN B. D UDLEY, 

Chairman, Trial Grounds Committee. 
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Timely Hints 
Do not plant entire clumps of Dahlia roots. vVhen 

the eyes begin to show, split the clump in half right 
down the middle of the old stalk, being careful not to 
crack or break the necks of the tubers or sever any 
visible eyes. A moment's study before the cut is made 
\vill indicate the be t place to split. 

Then further divide the two halves. Planting stock 
should consist' of a live eye attached to a piece of the 
old stalk or crown and having one or two good tubers 
to feed it (and unbroken necks). 

Drive stakes into the ground solidly before setting 
the root or plant. Roots are best set lying flat four to 
six inches below the soil level. Green plants should be 
set so the top of the ball of earth is four inches below 
the soil level. 

\Vater green plants well at planting time. Cover 
during hot sun 01- strong wind for the first few clay 
with a peach basket. 

Place name tag on take at time of planting. 
Start your spraying schedule at once. Veep the 

plant clean! 
Feed small quantities of commercial fertilize r v ry 

five or six weeks. 
\Vater once a week very copiou ly if there ha been 

no rainfall. 
About July 5th to 15th top back your plants and per

mit four shoots to grow fo 1- that time on. \¥ hen buds 
, et, pinch out the side bud and permit the center bud 
on each branch to blossom. Trim out the fir t two 
ets of lateral sprouts al o, permitting the flower to b 

cut with a sturdy long st m. 
pray, feed, water and cultivate gently. 1{ost your 

plants will produce excellent re ults. 

• 
Dahlia Pests Can Be Conquered! 

Your editor sugge ts that aft r a peru al ( thi s is ue, 
you turn to page 8 of th February issue and re-read 
the plenclid articl prepared by Prof. C. iviei-r ill Brown. 

Prof. Brown, .D .. Vice Pre iclent, and in cha rge 
of chemistry at the University of Buffalo, i ju. t ab ut 
a. well posted a. any man in the country on this subject. 

Procure your spray material arly and fo llow hi ug
gestecl .checlule. Yes, it is po ible now to have a fine, 
cl an garden of Dahlia. as the result of comparatively 
little effort-and it will be indeed worth while. 

• 
Send Plants, Standard Varieties, to 

A.D.S. Trial Grounds 
Superintendents of several A.D.S. trial ground · have 

requested that A.D.S. member with urplus of plants or 
root of high winning, certificate winner, honor roll vari e
ties of last three :year for special plantings fo r use in 
checking against new candidates for certificates, send 
them mail or expre s with a listing of varieties sent in 
separate letter. Be sure your name is on package. You 
will greatly aid in improving the judg ing of new varie
ties if you will thu. help proYide comparisons 0£ the 
better old varieties and the ne,\· ones on the spot. 
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The American 
DAHLIA SOCIETY, Inc. 

ORGANIZED MAY 10. 1915 

"The Society is formed for the purpose of stimulating 
interest in and promoting the culture and development of 
the Dahlia; to establish a standard nomenclature; to test 
out new varieties and give them such recognition as 
they deserve; to study the diseases of the Dahlia and 
find remedies for same, and to disseminate information 
relating to this flower; to secure uniformity in award· 
ing prizes at flower shows, and to give exhibitions when 

deemed advisable." 

GORDON F. vVAASER, Preside11 t-Editor 
378 P ennsylvania Ave., Stearns P k., Freeport, L.I.,N.Y. 

DR. \V ARD H. Co01~ 
3-t Puritan Ave., Tuckahoe, N. Y. 

Editorial 

Under the enthusias tic leadership of Chairman A. J. 
Mulcahy the membership drive in the A.D.S. gets under 
way. 

An article appears in this issue and a letter will be 
mailed to each of our members-it outlines the necessity 
of forging ahead now to double the present member
ship. If each member w ill secure just one new one, the 
goal will be accomplished-it's as easy as that. 

Surely all who are interested in dahlias will see the 
advisability of joining the National Society w ith its privi
leges and prestige, and subscription to the Quarterly 
Bulletin as an added attraction. 

Mr. Mulcahy and his committee are doing a great 
deal of work. They ask you to do your part in bringing 
in at least one member. 

A larger Society 'vill help build a bigger and better 
Bulletin too. This will benefit all. 

Stop and think! \i\' ill you do your part? 

A.D.S. Classifications, Score Cards and 
Electros Now Ready 

You may purchase at cost from our Secretary Dr. 
\Varel H. Cook, 34 Puritan Ave., Tuckahoe, N. Y ., t11e 
following: 

Classification li st and all supplements to date-50 cents 
each, $5.00 per dozen. 

A.D.S. official Score Cards-100, $1.00; 500, $4.00. 
Electro of the A.D.S. for your stationery $2.00 each. 

A.D.S. Show Date, Sept. 24 and 25, 1946 
at New York City 

Bulle tin of the American Dahlia Society 

Dahlia Society of Georgia 

The Dahlia Society of Georgia has survived the cns1s 
and has inaugurated quite an ambitious program fo r the 
ensuing year. D uring the war years, the struggle for 
survival wa hard and at times seemed hopeless ; but, 
through the determined effo rt of a small number of 
the "old faithfu l" who simply would not concede defeat, 
the Society was kept functioning. A lthough activities 
were at times at the minimum, a show, although small 
but of good quality, was staged each year. Prospects 
fo r the year 1946 might be termed very bright in that 
the Dahlia Society of Georgia, in cooperation with the 
Junior A tlanta Flower Show Association, has planned a 
show which might be termed colossal, stupendous, mag
nificent, etc., as compared to any of its kind staged in 
the South to date, and will favorably compare with any 
in the nation. This show will be held in the Atlanta 
Municipal A uditorium which is centrally located and 
fronted by beautiful Hurt Memorial Park in which a 
memorial planting of dahlias will be made, timed to 
bloom during the show week; date of show being set for 
Tuesday, September 24 and W eclnesclay, September 25. 
These dates are approximately two weeks in advance of 
the usual first week-end in October, but dates had to be 
made to confo rm to availability of space at the location 
chosen. It is planned that this shov\' will occupy the 
entire 9350 square feet of the main ar ena, and the spacious 
stage of the auditorium, and will probably overflow :into 
one or more of the memorial halls. The schedule and 
awards list will be designed to include approximately 
fourteen sections and six hundred classes, affording 
ample provisions for entries by the novice, amateur, 
professional, garden clubs, and commercial g rower, and 
will also provide space for flori st and trade exhibits. 
An attractive array of awards wil l be provided, including 
several medal s of State Dahlia Societies, the American 
Dahlia Society Bronze Certificate, the American Home 
Achievement Medal, and other worthwhile awards. A 
cordial invitation is extended t o all dahlia enthusiasts, 
particularly those of the southern states, to plan ex
hibits fo r this shovv. A. copy bf the Schedule and Awards 
List wi ll be furnished upon application to the writer 
to all out-of-town exhibitors. Plans are under way to 
secure the se rvices of some of the foremost dahlia au
thoriti es of the nation as j ucl ges. The net proceeds of 
the show will go toward a fund fo r the completion and 
maintenance of a memorial garden to the servicemen and 
vwmen \ i\Torld War II. After the show, the fl owers will 
be di st ributed to the various hospitals and charitable in
stitutions throughout the city. 

The Trial Garden at the Georgia Experiment Station 
of the University System of Georgia, sponsored by the 
Dahlia Society of Georgia, bas been t emporarily closed 
during the war clue to lack of sufficient help to properly 
care for the four to five hundred hills of dahlias for
merly planted there for test. This Trial Garden has 
been patronized by practical ly every reliable commer
cial grower in the nation, and it has been conceded by 
the station management to attract more attention than 
any other proj ect at the station and its Award of Honor 
has been widely publicized by the recipient commercial 
growers. It is planned to reoperate this Trial Garden 
at an early date, formal notice and exact date to be 
published in the BULLETIN. 

(Continued on page 14) 
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Dahlia Personality 
By Prof. Oliver Shurtleff, A.D.S. Vice-Prnsident 

My "Dahlia Personality" fo r thi s number of The Bul
letin will be less dahlia but more per sonality. I am giving 
you some phases of interest from the li fe and work of 
Mrs. Leo P ollak who is a cha rming and gracious and 
efficient woman. To be sure, dahli as are a part of her 
interestin g career but, thi s time, something else. 

M rs. P ollak, whose home is in Montcla ir, New J ersey, 
is a sculptress of way beyond the ability of the avei-age 
person who works in that fi eld of art. R esults of her 
labors have been exhibited in many of the art galleries 
of the country. Visitors, in times past, have seen her 
pieces in the Pennsylvania Academy of F ine Arts and in 
the Corcoran Gallery in v\Tashington. That her work is 
meritorious is proved by the fac t that she has been 
awarded the F lorence K . Sloane prize and the E lsie 
Stegman pri ze. Mrs. Pollak also desig ned the pri ze 
winning Henry A. W ise Memorial in Norfolk, Virginia. 
Then, too, her model of the Virginia state shield can be 
found on all road ma rkers in the state of Vir ginia. These 
accomplishments would mark any artist as a successful 
one. But there is something else to be mentioned in this 
brief article. T hat "something else" is M rs. P ollak's 
very fin e and constructive patriotic work in aiding the 
re-habilitati on of wounded veterans. 

Because she knew human anatomy so well as an art 
student M rs. P ollak was a "natural" fo r her new assign
ment. For want of a better term we call this new 

PREMIER'S 

DEPENDABLE DAHLIAS 

Seed - Plants - Roots - Clumps 
(At Reasonable Prices ) 

New Outstanding Novelties from 
Holland and Belgium 

Write for folder describing these 
beautiful Cactus types 

PREMIER DAHLIA GARDENS 
Columbia (Warren Co.), New Jersey 
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assignment '.'plastic sut-ge1-y." But it is more than that . 
Using a brand new plastic, whi ch she herself helped to 

bring· to perfection, Mrs. Pollak, along with the doctors 
and surgeons with wbom she wo rked, it was possible t o 
create a new type of mask t hat would g ive an exact 
dupli cate of the damaged par ts of the human body. Treat
ment and r estora tion was, therefo re, much easier and 
much more sm-e. Treatment, with this new plastic mask, 
was also less t roublesom e and less ir ri tat ing to the vet
eran who migbt come into the ha nds of :Mr s. Pollak fo r 
treatment. 

As a result of her skill and patience, of her knowledge 
and a rt and of her willingness to be of service, many a 
fine young man who had been wounded during t he year s 
of war , now goes a bout w ith new limbs almos t as "good 
as new." 

Besides tbe skill and a r t that went from the mind and 
hand of M rs. Pollak as she worked with and t reated 
her patients, I like to think there was still another ele
ment that went along with the skill and art. 

T hat other element was he1· whole-souled humanity and 
her love fo r every veteran who came within the scope 
of her activities. Her own son was a service ma n. 

After a while, when the scars of vva r a r e mm-e nearly 
healed and thi s old world becomes a brighter , better, 
sweeter place in whi ch to live, we a ll hope fo r Mrs. P ol
lak that once again she m ay be allowed to do sculpturing 
in the fields of peace. Vve hope, also, that she will have 
time to go to the garden to give a loving toucb to a 
dahlia . 

A.D.S. SHOW 
New York City Sept. 24 and 25 

DAHLIAS OF SPECIAL MERIT 
GREEX P LANT S AN D CUTTI N GS 

Send fo1· Lis t 

HANNA DAHLIA GARDENS 
812 SO. DELSE A. DRIVE CLAYTO'N, X . J. 

OF INTEREST 
TO DAHLIA SOCIETIES 

Curti s R edfern, fo r eight years president of 
the Dahlia Society of Califo rnia and three times 
vice president of The American Dahlia Society, 
this year plans an illustrated lecture tour of 
the Midwestern and E astern States. 

H e will illustrate hi s talk w:ith t echnicolor 
natural color :film and will feature new prize
winning Califo rnia varieties . Have your secre
taries contact Mr. R edfe rn for information 
about the lecture. Dates available in Septem
ber and October. His address is 635 Thirty
thi rd Avenue, San Francisco 21, Califo rnia. 
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Quiz Corner 
By J. LOUIS ROBERTS 

A.D.S. Vice-Presid nt 

Q11cstio11: Is it good practice to cut off a part of the 
dahlia root when p1anting? 

.l11szL'cr: Some grow r fo llow the practice of cutt ing 
off the end of all tubers before plantino·. The amount cut 
off depend. upon t he . ize f the tuber. Laro-e ones haYe 
fu ll y one-halt cut off. In my exJ1erience I fi nd that . uch 
cut tubers attract vari ous beetles and w rms which a re 
in t he ground, and your plants suffer from a lack of 
food \Yhich mother na ture put there to g ive the plant 
its ini tial start . I do not advise the practice. T hose who 
use this practice say that cutting off the encl of the root 
fo rce~ the plant to s nd out feeding roots earl y. Use of 
the root grow ing compounds will give the same res ults. 
\\'h r not try both \\'ays a nd ee whi ch you li ke best? 

Q 11 cstio11: Doc the continued use of commerci al fer
ti li zers po ison the ground fo r dahlias? 

.-lnswcr: T 11i s i bring ing the aro-ument of the orga ni c 
v r_ us chemical fer tili zer s to the dahlia patch. A.s a rul e 
there is too much comme rcial fe rtili ze r u ·ed in our dahl ia 
patches . I use commercia l fe rtili zers. I have been gTo\\·
ing dah lia. in the same patch fo r 30 yea rs. Las year I 
brotwht into my secti on of the Central States Dahlia 

how a bloom which was judged the large t in the section. 
You an. \\'er the question. 

Q11estio 11 : \Vhat has been done with respect to dahlia 

DAHLIAS 
In the past we emphas ized ou r la rge type 
dahlia root . as \V eil a. p lan ts. This t ime w e 
would like to call the attention of our dahlia 
friend that miniatures and pompon hould 
not be overlooked. These littl e darlings are 
very use ful for tab le d ecoration s, bouque t 
and arrangements, and have longer la ting 
qua lity afte r cuttin g . They \\"ill take Je s 
space in yo ur ga rd en and 'Yill produce an 
immen se quantity of bloom fro m early in 
the sea so n until fro st. 

Try a few and you will never regret it. Our 
catalogue listing nearly 300 varieties of large 
and small type, is free for the asking, ready 
now! 

ALBERT 
DAHLIA 

PARRELLA 
GARDENS 

3380 ELY A VENUE, BRONX 66, N. Y. 
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mutations by u e of X-rays, Colchicine, high tempera
tures, etc.? 

.-:111swer: I don't know of anything that has helped. 
I have t ried X-ray , Colchicine a nd other drugs but have 
been unable to get a nything good. This is natural for the 
rea on that mutations are apparent ly quite random in 
their occurences. Some of them have a bad effect upon 
the organ ism. An upset of the organi m by the use of 
X-ray, high temperature, etc ., should impair the efficiency 
of the mechanism of the seedling. Therefore any muta
t ions from these sources should be negatiYe. I found 
them so. Have any of our readers anything to offer ? 

Q 11 cst io11 : \Vill we be able to a-et fe rtili zers and insec
ticides this year ? 

.d 11swcr: Yes, ome, but everything that the dahlia 
growers use wi ll be scarce, such as clay pots and lumber 
including dahli a stake . Aster Cloth fo r cloth houses is 
off the market. So it you need a nything and can get it, 
do so no\\". 

Here i the ferti li zer situation : 
SULPH.--\TE OF AM MO N IA: S hipments to fer

t ili zer manufacturers have been cut on account of the 
steel trike and n w the coal strike. Ceiling prices may 
be raised. It is thought that the steel strike will be re
sponsible fo r a loss of 120,000 tons thi year. 

NITRA. TE OF SODA : Deli verie from Chile were 
delayed on account of a stevedor e st rike. The demand is 
much greater than can be supplied no\\'. 

PHOSPH.--\TE ROCK: The demand is well ahead of 
the suppl y. D ue to labor difficulties t here are practically 
no inventori es. 

SUPERPHOSPHATE: Production has materially in
creased but still cannot quite keep pace with the demand. 

POTASH: The demand i ahead of the upply. 1fom
be1· of the Potash Produce rs Industry Ach·isory Com
mittee have recommended to the Civilian Production 
.--\dministration that potash salts be put back under al
location until such time as the present abnormal demand 
decreases. 

ORGANIC MATERIALS: Such items as D ried 
Blood, Bone 2\J cal, Tankage, etc., are 6·oing to the feed
ing trade. T here is no supply of these organi cs avai lable 
fo r the fe rtili zer trade. 

GARDE1 TOOLS : Still very . ca rce. Strikes and 
ceiling prices hav cut down on deliYe ries of these items 
to the trade. 

INSECTICIDE : D .D.T. "'ill be pl entiful. Don't 
expect eve1·ything of it. Its good but not that good. 
Prof. B rown o-ave a wonderful report on it in our last 
bulletin. By the way D.D.T. is covered by British pa
tents. D.D.T. would be better for dahlia g rowers if it 
\\'ere combined with Pyrethrum and o r Rotenone, both 
of which are st ill very scarce. 

' 'The Blue Dahlia" is the name of a new movie mystery. 
In the play The Blue Dahlia is the name of a night club. 
T he owner of the club uses artifi cial blue dahlias to 
advertise. The clahl ias shown on the screen are long 
stemmed, open centered, shallow in depth. They are 
info rmal and semi-cactus. The moYie not being in colors 
makes the dahlias appear black. 

• 
Plan now to send your ·worth,Yhile seedlings to the 

five official A.D.S. Trial Gardens-see page 9. 



Second Quarter-May, 19-16 

Tennessee Dahlia Society 
T he Tennessee Dahlia Society held its April meeting 

at t he Hotel P atton, on April 16, 19-1-6. 
T he meeting \Yas well attended. T he main di scussion 

of the evening was, again, the proposed Dahlia Show 
that we haYe cheduled fo r October 4, 19...J.6. The Show 
will be l1 elcl in the Grand Ballroom of th e Hotel Patton. 

M rs. Osca1- ).[itchell , Show Chairman, appointed 
various Committee Chairmen and these Chairmen were 
instructed to sta rt their planning as soon as possible. 
T he Chairmen of these Committees a re already on the 
job. 

\Ve are losing one oE our steadi est member s, 1virs. \V. 
A. Heldreich, who is leaving within the next few days 
fo r E ngland. 11rs. Heldreich has been one of our 
staunchest supporter and we t1-ust that he will r esume 
her active intere t in Dahlia when she reaches t hat 
country. 

Our local Society invite. correspondence from members 
of the Ameri can Dahli a Society, or w ith any other 
interested Dahli a Grower, either th rough the Secreta ry, 
Mr. Volney Cox, 3610 Reckling R oad, Chattan oga, T enn. , 
or t he ·writer whose address is g iven above. 

Our members are all talking Dahlias, growing Dah
lias , living Dahli as and at the p1-esent time sepa rating 
Dahlias . \\'e ha,·e a few members who a re ava ila bl e fo r 
talks on Dahlia b fo re Garden Clubs, or related organ
izations in thi area. Our las t yea r' P re iclent, 1vfr. 
Arnold Burnett is home fr om an .:\tlanta hospita l after 
an operat ion and we a re looking fo rwa rd to hi activiti e 
in the field be fore long. Ve ry truly your., 

LA RENCE R. KALLQU rsT, Pre iclent. 
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Mid-West Show 
T he 1946 1I ic1-\ i\Tes t S how ·will be sponsored by t he 

Greater St. Louis Dahli a Society-it will be staged in 
St. Loui s Sept. 28 and 29. 

A great gathering of Dahlia fo lk from all ections is 
anticipated. P lan now to be with us. 

• 
New Madison, Wisconsin Society 

T he officers of the newly organized Badger Dahli a 
Society, Madison, \i\Tisconsin, a re a fo llows : 

Mr. E. L. K riel, President. 
M r. Ira S. F uller, 1st V ice-Pr e ident. 
1fr. J-Ie rman Haugen, 2nd V ice P resident. 
:Mr. Harry J. P loog, T reasureL 
11r. 1rax E. F reudenberg, Secretary, Lake r egonsa, 

11cFarlancl, \ i\T is. 

• 
YUKON (Co 11ti1l1fcd fro 111 page 5) 

looking fo r info rmation about hybridizing and I was in
terested in trying to learn the pedig ree of some of t he 
dahlias I am g rowing. I have read everything pertaining 
to dahlias that I have come in possession of but the1-e is 
a lot of thing I would like to know. I s t here such a 
thing as to much hybridizin°·? Some eedling seemed to 
have such di storted curl ed a nd twisted petals, one had 
onl y 3 petals. 

As thi . letter is getting too lengthy will close, plea 
fi nd enclosed $3.00 fo r renewal of subscription of Dahlia 
Bull etin fo r another year. 

R espectfull y, 

Dahlia DDT Dust 
Controls leaf-hopper, tarnish plant beetle and spotted cucumber 

beetle. A specially mixed dust for controlling dahlia pests. We used 
this dust last season and got a complete kill on all insects. No injury to 
foliage or bloom-non-poisonous to humans. Dust your plants and sur
rounding areas several times per season and the results will astound you. 

10 lb. Bag ------------ ---- -------------- $4.00 
5 Bags to Case ----- -- -- ---- --------- -- 18.50 

(Contains 6% DDT) 

Advance price list and complete catalogue on Dahlias and Hardy 
Chrysanthemums available now. Write for your copy. 

Golden Rule Dahlia Farm Lebanon, Ohio 



Dahlia Show Dates 
August 17th-24th-\Yiscon in State Fair, Horticul

tural B lclg., \Vise nsin State Fair Grounds, \Vest 
Alli , , \Vi consin. (Dahlia entrie. on A.ugust 17th, 
20th and 23rd.) 

August 28th-29th-Dahlia Society of a li fo rnia, Ro
tunda of City Hall, San Francisco, Ca li forn ia. 

September 1st-2nd-Badger Dah1ia Society, 1Iacli on 
Ga. and E lectric o. Display R oms, :Madi on 
\ Vise n. in. 

September 7th-8th-:\ orthw estern Dahlia Society al 
. cranto n, P <L. 

September 7th-8th-North S hore Dahlia ociety, Lake 
Fore t, Illinoi s. 

September 7th-8th-Da hlia Society of \Vi consin, 
liJ·waukee Gas Light Company Bldg., 626 E. 

\Vi consin Ave., Milwaukee, \ i\Tiscons in . 
September 9th-10th-Minne ota Dahlia Society, 

Northwestern National Bank Lobby. 1I"inneapo
li , 11 innesota. 

September 14th-15th-Central States Dahlia Society, 
Garfield Park Conser vatory, Chicago, Illinoi . 

September 14th-15th-Dahlia Society of Ohio, Ma
onic Hall, 3Gth St. at Euclid Avem1e, Cleve land. 

Ohio. 
September 14th-21st-Puyallup Fair, Flower PaYilion 

on Fair Ground -, Puyallup, Washington. 
September 21st-22nd-Dahlia Society of Toledo (Thi 

is the 19.+6 Ohio State Show), Jim ·white Chevro
let Display Room , 1Ionroe and 13th Street, 
Toledo, Ohio. 

September 21st-22nd-Indianapoli Dahlia Society, 

NEED PLANTS? 
Chance are that we can supply the plants 

·to · fill in the yacancie in your garden if we 
li st them in our catalog. 'Ne try to have a 
complete lin e until July 1st. Pro111pt ship
ment after Jun e 1st. )Jay shipments \\·ill be 
slow o\\·ing to heaYy early booking.;, No 
roots after 11.ay 15th. 

DAHLIA BLUE BOOK 
Our DAHLI:\ BLUE BOOK, listing the 

best of the current and standard varieties i 
free. It contains much of interest to the 
dahlia grower. You will want it for referenct 
eyen if you are not buying any more dahlias 
this year. Send a card ·with your name and 
address anLI it will be mailed to you by re
turn mail. 

ROCKY RIVER DAHLIA GARDENS 

19111 Story Rd. Rocky River 16, Ohio 

Bulletin of the American DnhHa Society 

Brook ide Commun ity House. Indianapoli , 
Indiana. 

September 21st-22nd-Southdown J ahlia Club Ham
ilton Park F ield House, \V. 72nd St. and S. Nor
mal Blvd., Chicago, IJlino i . 

September 21st-22nd-Tri-City Dahlia Society, Recre
ation Rooms, Moline Swimming Pool, Riverside 
Park, Moline, Illinois. 

September 24th-25th-American Dahlia Society, Ho
tel Penn ylvania, New York ity, New York. 

September 24th-25th-Dahlia Society of Geo rgia, At
lanta Municipal Auditorium, Atlanta, Ga. 

September 27th-28th-National Capital Dahlia Society 
at Sih·er Spring, , Md. 

September 27th-28th-Portland Dahlia Society at 
Portland. Ore. 

September 27th-28th-Camden Dahlia & Horticultu
ral Society, Camden County Vocational School, 
1lerchantville, 1\. J. 

September 28th-29th-1946 1{icl \\rest Show, under 
auspice of Greater St. Louis Dahlia Society, 
Missouri Botanical Garden, St. Louis, Mo. 

September 28th-29th-Ohio Valley Dahlia A soc1at10n, 
\\'est wood Town Hall, Montana and Harrison 
Avenues, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

October 4th-Tennessee Dahlia Societv at Chatta-
nooga. Tenn. -

October 5th-Lo ng Island Dahlia Society at Jamaica 
Ha IL, J a111aica, L. I. 

October 5th-6th-Dahlia Society of Kentucky, Ken
tucky Hotel, Louisville, Ky. 

• 
Derrill Hart Medal Requirements 

The Derrill Hart 11edal (type of medal not specified) 
shall be awarded to the highe::.c scorino- undisseminated 
large, medium and mall flowering yariety which receives 
an average score of SS or over in three official trial gar
dens over a period of not more than two sea ons. Thus, no 
variety is to be eligible for th.is award unle s its average 
score is at least 85. If more than one Yariety in any size 
classification scores SS or OYer, the award goes only to 
that variety in its size classification \Yhich obtains the 
highest score. 

• 
GEORGIA 

(Co11ti1111ed fro111 f'a.c/c 10) 

Officers of Dahlia Society of Georgia for 1946: 
David S. Wells, President. 
Rev. G. F. Venable, First Vice-President. 
C. E. Jarvis, Second Vice-President. 
1Iiss May Hudson, Secretary-Treasurer, 1474 Peach

tree St., N. \V., Atlanta, Georgia. 

QUEENS DAHLIA GARDENS 
We have a fine stock of roots for 1946. First
class stock shipped. Write for price list. 

WILLl.-\1\I MESHIRER 
43-5;) Robjnson Street, Flushing, N. Y. 



Secollll Qu.1rler- May, 1916 

Camden Dahlia and Horticultural Society 
Camden, New Jersey 

The Camden Dahlia and I-forticultural Society is re
sumi ng the A nnual Flower Show which will be held 
September 27 and 28, 19-+6, at the Camden County Voca
tional School, 1erchantvill e, N. J. 

This Show has always been an inspi1-ing to layers of 
fine flowers. 

Any donation which you may give to be offered as 
prizes to winners in the numerous classe which will 
include those fo r Dahlias, Chry a11the111ums, Ro cs, 
Gladioli and Carden flowers, will be greatly appreciated. 

MYHA C0Nov 1~ R, Secreta1-y. 

• 
Will you please make C''cry c.ff ort 
-to sustain the Memher·ship Drive. 
-1llease re-read the announce1ncnt on page 2 and 

act promptly. Your response should be prompt. 
-lo exhibit Dahlias at the Shows. 
-lo visit a s many Shows as possible. This CAN 

he a Great Dahlia Year! 

WE HAVE IT! 
Dl lPON'J' J>l~J·~~,\'l'lC 25W--1- J,U. l'ACJL\.GE $1.70. 

POS'J'l'. \ID TO 2::'\D ZONE. 

CHARLES ROCKWELL & CO., INC. 
-100 No . i\fad~111•sh·n l'kw.Y. l\It. Y('rnon, :N. Y. 
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A.D.S. SHOW COMMITTEE RARIN' TO GO
cal 1 on them for any assistance you require. It is sug
gested that prospective exhibitors familiarize themselves 
with the 01·g-a11ization, so that you may know exactly to 
whom you should go fo r your particular needs. 

Henry Olsen, S how Manager. 
Properties: A. ]. Mulcahy, Edward B. Lloyd, Harv. 

Rivel. 
Schedule-vVatTen W. Maytrott, Dr. Ward H. Cook. 
Classification-Dr. Viard Cook, Roy vVebb. 
Ent ries-Rboert Vogel. 
Judges-Conrad Frey, Dr. \ i\Tarcl H. Cook, Henry 

Cory. 
Treasurer-Dr. \ '\Tard H. Cook 
Prizcs-11 rs. S . Van Hoesen, C. 1[. Diff e11dcrfo1-, John 

Metzger. 
:\wards- ha rlcs SchncidtT, Roy \ i\Tcbb. 
Publicity-Dr. F. j. Knocke, Paul Frese, Eclwanl D. 

Lloyd. Lynn B. Dudley. 
Ga rcl n Clul - Mrs. Gcorg·Clla !-:Tumble. 

omrnittee on E tatcs-Louis B. T im, Jame Mcintyre, 
T.o,1is Fioretti. 

Com mittee 011 Exhibits-Harva rd Rivel, Otto Aumu!ler, 
Dr. Echv. :McDade, Edw. O'rcefe, E. ]. vVind, . . Swo
boda, Charles Sto eke!. 

Exhibitors' Service-Ernest Link, Harvey Rivel, A J. 
Mulcahy, E. E. Tooker. 

• 
All exhibits must he ~lagcd by 11 A. M., Sept. 24·. 
Entries must be regi tercd with clerk at Show be· 

fore I 0 A. M., Se1lt. 24. 

INTRODUCING 
* * * * * Five Star General (Ramage) 

WJ~~IHt OF TlrJ~ })Ji~RltILL JU.RT l\U+;O.).J, 

Another one of our giant introductions. Blooms 11~ii to l:{ inch es. l•orrnal D corative Blent1. 0 10 1·: Amaranth 
pink, blushing into a. ty 1·i an pink an<.l then going into a 1naize yellow towanl th e C'enter of lh bloom. Sturdy plants 
growing- about ti 'f't. Lnll. Excell ent foliage. Hig·hest scoring· clah li a in ::\l"idwesL Tri a l Grounds in Ea.;;t Lansing 
with a :,;core of 8G. Also received a c rt'if1cat of i\ J erit at A.D ... Trial Urou11cls in Stor1·s and Ci n cinnati. List tl 
on th e 3 Honor nolls' of the country. A su r e winn ' r in th e bl 1111 formal <l corative •lass. 

l'lants $7.:>0. ;{ for $20 net. 

CORAL CACTUS 
J3E~N Ji;'.l'T B.ECKMAN 

'l'hp il:li1li:1 w it\\ tlw 1>ul:-;l:rn1li11g· Hhow reconl of th year. lneun' l•ll ntc·t.ui-;, in :l l1 e autif11\ HlUHl• o[ "' 01·al pink. 
J :Joon1s about 7 to ' inches. Bush :t\JouL 4 1. ~ ft. tall. Goo1L roliag-c a n <l sL •ms. \\·innl'l" of 'l' h e A111erican Hn111u 
Ac hi evl'lll nL ::\fetlal at th' N . ,J. State Show; also at the Gre;it r St. LouiH S h ow. Runner-up at the \Vai:;hington 
Sllo\\'. "\\'inner as th most outstamlin g entry in open to a ll c las'i:; for B-type llHhli:u; in the .'cn1.nlon Show. 
·wi11n0r as bes t i11cu1·ve1l cact u s', H-lype dahlia, seedling c:lass in the N. Y. how. vVinne1· as best baRket o[ B-typ 
tlahlia s in \\'ashin g-ton Show as well :ts Greater St. Louis 8h1n1•. Ahrn sp c:ial awanl for H-type tl:thlias in \\·ash-
ing-ton a nd Greater St. Loui;; Sho\1'H. nest incurv u cactus ;;eedlin g in the L. T. Shuw. Certifiea.t of i\Ierit i11 
. 'torn; . List 11 on the three honor rolls. Roob; $10 n et. l'lants lj;il. a foi· $12.50 net. 

SJ~ND FOJt U.\'l'AT,OG 

RUSCHMOHR DAHLIA GARDENS 
38 Vincent St., Rockville Centre, N. Y. 



DAHLIAS 
b y JJ A H L I A JJ E L 

Yes, we are still in the 
D ahlia [Jll si'11 css , just liter 
ally swa mped with orclcrs, 
ancl burning plenty 0£ 
rnicln ig h t oj I t ryi11g to get 
t he orders out on t ime. 

1 [uwe\'er we clo have 
considerable stock yet on 
some Ya rieties, a lthough 
we arc solcl ou t on many . De 
sure to g ive second cboice when 
< >nl cri ng. 

NuYelti es arc always inter 
est ing, so if you contemplate 
an y (l f the new vari eties in 
pl ants be sure y< >u have our 
calalov. You \vill lincl our 19+6 
1 ntrocluction '\GLO\V and 2 3 
of th e 1946 Introducti ons uf 
other Grower s . VV e clo appre
ciate a ll the comments un our 
splenclicl pack:i ng of plants, ancl 
wish you all a most successful 
season . 

Groiu Dahlias of Q1wlity 
and Distinction 

DAHLIADEL 1946 
INTRODUCTIONS 

MY LASSIE (Dahliadel 85M), 0, Bloom 5, 
Bush 3 ft. Co lor a 1 ea u t iful su it rose pink with 
crea m a nd lig h te r s hadin gs t ow a rd t h e cen te r. 
. \lm o:::;t iden t ical in co lo rin g to Pink Lass ie, 
h en ce its n a m e. 'T'h er e is n o othe r pink O rchid 
F lo w ering d a hli a th at w e know of. Ste rn s a r c 
long and hold fl o w er s as sho wn in th e pi ct n r e. 
Early, profu ·c, a nd easy to g ro w. 

Root, $5.00 NET; Plant, $2.50 

SNOW ( D ahlia clel 85M) . M FD, Bloom 3 x 2, 
Bush 3Yz ft. Th e m ost a r t i:tic F orm a l \\·hilc 
mini a ture w e h aYe e \·e r gro \Yll wi t h t he p e t a ls 
c upp ed b ack lik e a gardeni a. T h er e is , h o \\' 
c \·cr, es pec iall y in th e ea rl y :-;ca so n , a li g h t lav
ende r edge o n each p eta l \\'hi ch onl y m a kes it 
m o re b ea utiful. I t is extrem e ly ea rl y a nd n eed s 
1w pamperin g as it clues b est \~ i th jt1 s l o rdinar y 
culture aucl plen ty of sun shin e . F ine fu r c ut 
ti11 g o r tl o ri sts use. Cc rtili ed at O .Y.U .. \. sc i r 
in g 85 1\'I in 1945. 

Root, $5.00 NET ; Pot Root, $3.7 5 NET ; 
Plant, $2.50 

Catalog on r<' lJlt<'St 

DAHLIADEL NURSERIES 
WARRENW. MAYTROTT 

BOX 14, VINELAND, N. J. 


	1946 MAY SECOND QUARTER
	CONTENTS

	A.D.S. Show to Be Staged at New York City
	Dahlias in the Yukon
	Earth
	Postwar Dahlias in Australia... Peacetime Prospects
	Editorial
	Dahlia Personality
	Quiz Corner
	Dahlia Show Dates

