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32d Annual A.D.S. Show to be Staged 
At Hotel Pennsylvania 

By DR. WARD H. COOK, A.D.S. Secretary 

The climax of every Dahlia season is The Show. 
Whether the show centers the Dahlia interest of a neigh
borhood, a town, a county, a city, a state, a region or 
group of states, or the nation, enthusiasm runs high. De
voted fa ns willingly accept the manifold tasks that must 
be clone, the stage is set, and the marvelous blooms in all 
their variety of color , fo rm and size miraculously appear 
at the appointed time. Despite unprecedented drought, 
floods, hail, equinoxial wind storms, hurri canes, prema
ture frosts-no matter what the calamity of weather
they always appear. Not even Vlar, with its attendant 
dearth of manpower, limitation of transportation, short
age of cultural and other supplies, can stop them. In 
spite of all, the sbovv goes on. So in 1945 we may plan 
with confidence seasoned with hope for the greatest and 
most interesting show of any year. 

Threatened with extinction in January, the 32nd A nnual 
Show of the A merican Dahlia Society is at this writing 
assured. The spacious Roof Garden of the Hotel Penn
sylvania in ew York City has been secured fo r the 
event. The blooms will be on di splay Thursday and 
Friday, September 20 and 21. Under the experienced 
and capable management of Henry Olsen, faithful and 
willing workers are being assigned their duties. A 
smoothl y run , well-ordered, well-balanced, vvell-staged, 
colorful and instructive show is promised Dahlia love rs 
who look fo rward so eagerl y to this great annual event. 
There will be special features, prizes in vari ety, some of 
the best judg ing talent in the country is in view, world
beating new varieties, carefully guarded under wraps, 
are being planted espec ially for this show by the great
est growers in the East. There will be intense rivalry, 
no doubt, but there will also be cooperation and rnn
tagious good fellowship in abundance. 

Age often develops conservatism. One might expect 
the show of the A merican Dahlia Society to follow fi xed 
and immutable tradition. \Vhat has worked well mi ght 
be expected to continue indefinitely. But the Ameri can 
Dahlia Society is not hide-bound in tradition. There is 
always room for improvement. Constantly well con id
ered experiments will determine how various details can 
be worked out to maintain the interest of all classes o[ 
Dahlia growers, from the novice to the advanced ama
teur and professional. Progress must be the watchword. 

In recent year s the ri gorously enfo rced requirement 
of accurate variety labels on the entri es has gr eatly en
hanced the public interest in the show and has made it 
far more instructive than was once the case. Adherence 
to standard form and color classification of named va
rieties as entered has improved competition and made 
judg ing more equitable. At the same time it is begin
ning to r esult in better balanced classes in the schedule 
since the Committee can foresee the range of varieties 
available for competition in the various classes. It was 

not too long ago to remember when the revolutionary 
requirement of long, unsupported stems was an innova
tion. The older growe1·s and exhibitors know from per
sonal xperience the beneficial effect of this r equirement 
upon the production of better varieties and the g reater 
adaptabi lity of the Dahlia to decorative use. A few yea rs 
ago the American Dahlia Society sponso1·ed the tradi
tion-breaking rule of permitting buds to be left on ex
hibits of miniatures. This was clone to relieve the arti
ficiality of naked single blooms of miniatures when thei1· 
chi ef charm is the g raceful info rmality imparted to these 
small er flowers by their showing in clusters with buds. 
To be sure this r ul e has, in its proper enfo rcement, 
raised the inevitable difficulty of determining the point 
at \\'hich a bud showing color becomes for exhibition 
purposes a fl ower. Miniatures may expand rapidly on 
the show table from bud to bloom. Yet it is felt that 
with reasonable tolerance by the judges the character of 
the miniature classes has and will continue to :improve. 

This year the American Dahlia Society is striking out 
hopefull y on a new line. You will note from study of 
the published schedul e (February BULLETIN) that sec
tions a 1·e no longer determined on the basis of the un
enfo rceable size of the competitor's planting or "number 
of hills" g rown. We no longer attempt to rule upon 
how a ga rdener shall employ hi s land. An expertly 
tended plot of six dozen plants may yield suffici ent 
superior blooms at show time to take a sweepstakes 
against the yield of an acre of plants g rown by rule of 
thumb, so to speak. So the sections have been arranged 
progressiv ly with exhibito:·s grouped in competition 
upon the basis of t11eir record of experience and accom
plishment. It is felt , ancl ce rtainly hoped, that this policy 
will ma intain the competiti ve interes t of the most suc
cessful Dahlia growers and make the Open to A ll Sec
tion what it should be-the grand climax o[ the show. 
Here we may expect to find expertly grown and splen
didly staged standard varieties compelling unnamed nov
elties to demonstrate their true merit in the acid test 
of competition. Divisional sweepstakes in thi s most ad
vanced section have been a rranged so a to permit grow
ers who specialize :in ce rtain types to meet corresponding 
competition successfully. Furthermore, as an encourage
ment to the best g rowers to exhibit more fin e blooms, 
tbe Open to All section provides for multiple entries and 
winnings in a class. Third place awards may also be 
made in thi s section, the same to count toward sweep
stakes . 

While the new plan will, perforce, advance certain ex
hibitors into the Open to All section it should encourage 
those who have shown promise in the junior sections to 
continue to compete uncliscouragecl by the fear of com
petition which may be regarded as too formidable. So 

(Co11ti111tcd on page 12) 
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"Gardening Is a Way of Life • • • 
a Profoundly Happy Way of Life" 

By LEW SARETT 

(Reprinted co11rtcsy Beller Ho111cs & Gardens Maya:::i1re) 

For better or for worse, I am an inveterate amateur 
gardener. I shall die one. I am a bit "touched" about 
ev ry green-growing thing on earth. This queerness has 
not put m in any institution; it has kept me out of one. 

Dahlia are my s11ecialty. Annually I 0 -row over a 
thou and plants from seed, with the hope that I may 
turn up a n w one now and then, fit to go into commerce. 
Sometimes I do. But the profit on it pays me only a 
fraction of what it co ts me to produce it. 

I 0 Tow scores of tuberous begonias. I go to much 
trouble: special soil, special watering; coddling them all 
season. Strawberries-the time and money I spend on 
them is considerable. I fight constantly to keep the 
robins from harvesting my crop, and to stave off rot. 
The tory is much the same with my muskmelons, iris, 
vegetables: expen e, time, trouble. 

Then why bother? 
I can tell you why bother. I bother because garden

ing is a uperb way in which every man who has the 
u e of a patch of ground can solve many of hi personal 
problems in living. Gardening is a way of life, a pro
foundly happy way of life. 

Gardening is an exciting sport. Growing anything
stra wberrie , cauliflower, roses, even cabbage- i an in
tensely exciting competitive sport. It is a game in which 
you pit your strength and your wits against aturc; you 
~atch them against her sometimes grudging soil, her 
bitter winds and weather, against her clrouths and 
floods, her bug and blights, her Ackleness and perverse
ness. A man gets a big kick from outmaneuvering 
Nature when she tries to throw him for a loss with epi
demics and blights, with hordes of leaf hoppers, thrips, 
and reel spiders, with unseasonable w ather. 

\Vhen you can take the cards which Na tu re deal s you 
in any growing season-a few high cards and a lot of 
low ones-and play them o skillfully that you really 
make a killing with that poor hand-well, it is a source 
of deep satisfaction. 

Take the soil in your garden, for example, when you 
set out to build a high-powered garden. It is on top of 
a hill. It is miserabl yellow clay, stiff and poor. A 
chemical analysis of it shows a trao-ic lack of food ele
ments: no nitrates to speak of, no phosphorus, no potash. 
In the first year when you grow glads and lahlias on 
that sickly yellow clay, your plants are spindly and your 
blooms minute. So you spit on your hands the next year 
and set out to build up that soil. You spade in coarse 
sand, or coal ashes, and humus. You spade in well
rottecl ma1.lllre, broadca t three inches deep; and you 
spade in a good balanced plant food-four pounds per 
100 square feet. The next year you acid more humus 
and sand, another feeding of a balanced plant food. 

Then comes the year when you plan to grow dahlias 
in a big way, to go into the dahlia shows and shoot for 
the blue ribbons with big perfect blooms, you hope. On 
a May day you reach clown for a handful of the earth 

you've been working on; it doesn't stick in your hand 
the way it used to, like a ball of yellow putty-or like 
a yellow rock; it crumbles and sifts through your fingers 
and .filters back to the ground. It is perfect in its 
physical structure. It is friable. Now air and rain and 
food elements can get down to the roots of your plants. 
The frail roots can penetrate the soil and develop prop
erly. And you smile, because you know how it was 
done. 

In July t11e foliage of your young dahlia plants has a 
deep dark clean green that tells the world that those 
plants are getting a lot to eat-especially a lot of nitro
gen. In September you go into your patch and find it 
loaded with huge blooms ready to be cut for the dahlia 
show: one bush of Glamour, bearing three gigantic pur
ple and violet blooms which measm-e 13 inches in diam
eter and 9 inches deep ; a bush of Margrace, a flame in
formal decorative loaded with huge fiery blooms, like 
a bonfire; and a hill of Darcy Sainsbury, a beautiful 
pure white decorative, so heavy with how blooms that it 
looks like a white waterfall. 

You know that those long symmetrical stern and that 
heal thy dark green foliage are not accident . You know 
also how you got those superb roses, delphiniums, vege
tables, and fruits. Bigger than the thrill you experience 
when you win a handful of medals is the thrill-that 
feeling of power-you get from knowing that you 
fastened your hands on that stiff miserable yellow clay 
and made it disgorge an avalanche of breath-taking 
beauty. 

That is what makes gardening an exciting sport, a 
great game .. 

Time and again Na tu re get tough with you, rocks 
you on your heels with a heavy infestati,on of leaf hop
pers, reel spicier, tbrips, aphils, or with some other un
predictable insect-which may sicken and stunt your 
garden. Every season produces a new menace, an un
usual attack from s me bug or bligl1t, an uncommon 
drout~. But whatever the current menace may be, you 
meet 1t. You stand toe and toe with Nature and you 
slug it out with her. You fight with spray tank and 
cluster, sprinkler and hose. It's a joy to go through your 
dahlia patch at dusk with your spray tank and blow a 
cloud of 1 af hoppers to the hell for leaf hoppers. You 
get a sense of conque t when you beat r cl spider and 
th rips and when you di . patch a horde of plant lice. 

Gardening is a series of adventures. There i some
thing of primitive man in the human being; he likes a 
fight and he likes adventure. Gardening is a succes
sion of adventures. It is quiet emotional adventure when 
your seeds begin to germinate in the seed flat and the 
first frail green pops out of the soil. It is a disastrous 
adventure when some of them clamp off. It is a dark 
adventure when you find a young green plant of one of 
your most expensive varieties cut clown at the base of 
the stem by a cutworm-because you forgot to sink a 
paper collar around the stem. 
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Your heart skips many a beat in alk entures in de
lig ht in April and May, when your eyes fa ll on the bed 
of a-olden crocus you planted, the blue squills, the sca rlet 
tulips, and the daffodil s. It is a sweet adventure when 
you sec your hollyhocks in July march al ng the split
rail fence like a regiment of oldiers. 

It is a sweet mom nt when you harves t your luscious 
Pride of Wisconsin melons and the Golden Jubilee and 
Scarlet Pritchard tomatoes. It is a rare adventure when 
you walk through your dahlia patch in September and 
note the cascades of white fl ower s, the pillars of flam e
colored blooms, the banks of orange and yellow. And 
you pause a moment before tlie pompon varieties loaded 
with 2-inch blooms that look like perfect buttons-like 
shining brass buttons, white buttons and pink buttons, 
go ld buttons and ebony buttons. You experi ence a 
thousand adventur s with beauty when you grow any
thing that has roots in the earth. 

Ga rdening is a road to rich es . But there is more to 
the matter than even all this. How can I xpress it ? I 
can suggest it, perhaps, and trust that all people who 
r ally know life, it bitter and it sweet, will o-rasp what 
I am talking about. 

Let us tart this way. Some of us feel-as the result 
of a good deal of exp rienc -that the material wodd 
and the fl e h are of small consequ ence, speaking rela
tively. We do not find in the material world and the 
flesh our most constant and deep joy. Some delight we 
find-011, yes-maybe a great deal ; fo r thi s we are 
g rateful. Vve take it in our stride. But s me of us 
know that the material world also has it ha r of weari
ness, worry, heartbreak, and disaster. Soon or late we 
stumbl e upon a fact that hanges the com·s of our live : 
we discover a world that st rikes us blind with the splen
dor an l range of its possibilities, that o-iv s us s r enity 
in stead of turmoil, qui et delig ht instead of pain, a zest 
for life instead of weariness. 

What world? It is the wor \cl of ideas and beauty. It 
is the world within your wn skull. It is the c untry of 
the mind- the country one lives in when one reads a 
good book, or li stens to good music, or plumbs the 
reservoirs of Nature in a laboratory of ci nee, or fol
lows a o-ood hobby-color photography, pa inting, th e a rt 
of fl ower arrang ment, hybridi zing glads, iri s, dahlias, 
day lilies. 

There arc dozens 0£ good roads into that country of 
th mind- activities that deal constantly with ideas and 
beauty. Creative work of any kind- writing, 1)ai11ting, 
interior cl co rating, devising cir sses and menu , planning 
ga rden,, architecture- that is one road. 1-Iu ic i, a 
road. R eligion is a r oad-a royal road for million . 
Sci ntili c research, law, tea hing, medi cine, business
thcse may be roads when intelligently controlled to big 
ends. One's home-and all the clear people in it- thi s is 
a road. Oh, th re arc many others. And all the r oads 
arc good. But for some o( us, gardening is a neve r
failing road. 

And so, for some of us, gardening is more than a 
pl a ant hobby; it is a way 0£ life-of living 11appily. 

To conjure out of the black earth the rich hues of 
pansies, iris, glads, roses, tuberous begonias, and tulip s, 
of peppers and eggplants ; to transform the odor of the 
dirt into the fragrance of peonies and lilacs, of ripe melons 
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and apples; to transmute the ta teless earth into the 
flavor of a Bartlett pea r and of Concord g rapes, and the 
succul nee of Bermuda onions and tomatoes-this is 
worth doi11 °·. This is a road-a mad into the country of 
the mind, into a world sweet and complete in itself. 

In winter wh en one cannot work the soil there are a 
dozen vicarious roads into that world of ideas ancl beauty: 
the study of books on horticulture, chemistry, ento
mology; the study of journals devoted in whole or in 
part to these matters ; the s tudy of seed catalogs; the 
planning of gardens; the propagation of plants. There 
are scores of minor r oads that lead into one big road: 
gardening. 

A nd that is why some of us garden. That is the 1·ea
so11 , way clown deep, why some of us garden furiously, 
passionately, and happily. F r u , it is a way of life
a way of living ri chl y in a n otherwise dark bewildered 
worl l. vVe go about our work, li ving realistically, fight
ing toe to toe with life as it i lived in a hard-1 oiled, 
materiali stic world. But we a rc sustained and r enewed 
constantly in body and pirit because we know and we 
fo llow a road into an amazing and lovely world, one of 
the oldest and one of the richest roads in human ex
perience. 

• 
The Long Island Dahlia Society Organizes 

A meetino- was held at the A ir Raid \!Varden S cto r, 
126th St reet and 111 th _ venue, South Ozone Park, L. I. , 
N. Y., on Thui-sclay night, A pril 5th, with the follow
ing attending: 

George Yaeger, Jame E. Kelly, B. E. Pitt, P . Garcia, 
E. Peterson, \V. H. Southall, H. Kuhn, 0. J. A umuller. 

This meeting assembled to form a Dahlia Society with 
the obj ctive, "to improve the Dahlia, exhibition f the 
Dahlia and to generally assist the grower of dahlias and 
to get more peo ple to grow dahlias. 

The following were adopted: 
The name of this organizat ion is to be known a 'The 

Long I sland Dahlia ociety." 
Officers lected: B. E. Pitt, president; 0. J. _-\umul

l i· , secretary and trea urer; ] am s E . Kelly, vice-pre i
clent, in charge of publicity. 

Only dahlias are to b permitted to be ex hibited at 
th shows of the Society. 

Both sex arc eligible for membership provid cl th y 
a rc of o-oocl m oral character. 

Dues to be $2.00 per year. 
1[ceting. t be h \cl on th -+th Thursday f each 

mon th . 
The next meeting to be held on Thursday, 8 P. ~[., 

A1wil 26th, at th e e tabli shmcnt of Fred l'vlunz & ons, 
Sutphin & Rockaway Blvds., Jamaica, L. I. 

OTTO J. A m'l'.f ULLER, 
Secretary and Treasurer, 

• 
50 E. Lincoln A vc., 
Valley Stream, N. Y. 

Mid-West Show-Cleveland, Sept. 22 and 
23. See page 10 for details. 
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Timely Cultural Tips 
. n old bit of advice ran somethi ng like t his-"Better 

a ten-cent Dahlia in a ten-dollar hole t han a ten-dolla r 
Dahlia in a ten-cent hole." 

Peat moss and well rotted cow manure worked deeply 
in the soil will prove very wo rth while. 

If roots are to be planted, 11eve1· plant entire clumps 
but divide them to sin o-le tubers if possible, the di v ision 
must consist of a good sound root, unbroken neck , piece 
of the old crown and a live eye or shoot. A good tw o
blad cl pruning shea rs will split the clump just where 
you want the cut t o he made and w ithout damage to 
necks. 

Before setting out your plants or roots, dri ve a good 
strong take in to the gr ound a foo t o r eighteen inches. 
T he stake shoul d be about fi ve feet above ground. T he 
root or plant is Jllaced very close to the stake a nd the 
growing plant secu1·ely t ied eve ry fe w weeks. 

If roots a re planted, lay them fl at-four to six inches 
below the surface-deeper if soil is sanely, shallow if 
heavy. Cover over w ith just two inches of soil a nd fill 
in th e depression as the prout grows. It is not necessary 
to wa ter when pla nt ing, in ,fac t, it may be detrimental. 

Pla nts are placed so th e top of the ball of ea rth i three 
inches below th e slt rface level. Plants should be watered 
at once. It is well to sha de with a peach ba. ket durin g 
th e heat of the first few days. 

Sta rt to spray as soon as your plants a re above ground. 
Continue each week or ten days throughout the growing 
season. The commones t and one of the best sprays is 
made ur of one-half oun ce A rsenate of Lead and two 
teaspoonful s Black L eaf, 40 to a gall on of water. 

Your E ditor used Tri-0-Gen last season. I have used 
in the past G & 0 Pl antspray, R ototox and oth er pre
pa red insecticides a nd found each worthy. T he main 
thing is to be relentl ss in spraying. 

It used to be a universal practi ce among g rowers who 
wanted spec imen blooms to pinch back the plants when 
a foot hig h and th en set four or s ix canes. 

The writer found that certain varieties did not res pond 
well to thi s method, but had a tendency t o stop growing 
or else check the vigor which was apparent before the 
opera ti on. 

For several years I have permitted my plants to g row 
ri ght on to one cane. Then when th e crown buds ap
peared (far too early fo r Show requirements), they were 
r emoved and the upper branches permitted to g row. 

Some vari eties are so early that the next two branches 
al so would set buds too early. In such cases I removed 
th e entire cane that produced these buds. 

About thirty-five clays before Show time, I examined 
all plants and kept th ose canes that just showed very tiny 
buds. During the several years I used thi s meth od it 
was surprising to note what a large percentage of th e 
plants had blooms ready just on time. 

I do not believe that nitrates or high powered fe rtili z
ers are necessary or advisable in producing huge blooms. 
P ermit me to cite a couple of instances. 

Prof. M 01·gan was teaching at Columbia Coll ege one 
season and asked me to save room in my garden in Bald
win for ha1f a dozen plants of a seedling which he be-
1 ieved would prove to be one of the largest Dahlias in ex
istence. About June 1st, a package arrived from his 

Cuyahoga Fall s, Ohio, address. It contained the plants 
a nd a package of bone meal. It was ag reed tha t M r. Mor
gan would plant and take care of these plants himself ; he 
asked tha t no other a ttenti on be g iven t hem. 

I saw him prepare the soil. H e dug huge holes, full 
foo t and a half deep and thoroug hly mixed a couple of 
cupful s of bone meal in each hill . The plants w ere set 
s ix inches deep in a light, sanely soil ( full sunshine). 

I had overhead irrigating and th ese plants of course, 
r eceived generous watering as I a lways practiced that. 
T hey gr ew about four feet tall , large g lossy fo liage, beau
t iful pla nts. I t was among those few plants that I w it
nessed the la rges t fl ower I had ever grown- measured 
a nd checked by several 15% inches by 10 inches. It 
was introduced the next season. "Columbia" its name. 
No high powered fe rtilizer was used. I gave Prof. Mor
gan my word that his treatment of bone meal would be 
a ll that the plants would get. 

Now another-our A. D .S. Sl1ow Manager H enry Olsen 
was confined t o th e hospita l, very se riously ill a t our Show 
time last year . H enry g rows D ahli as about as well as 
a nybody. 

H e uses commercial fertili zer -J.-8--t or 5-10-5, which
ever is avail able. 

It was my privilege to dri ve h im home from t he hos
pital. His good wife had told me tha t she did the bes t 
she could to pick up the plants a nd broken stakes after 
the violent storm and hoped somethin o- ·would be left of 
the garden to cheer H enry when he came home. H enry 
does love his Dahlais. In fact, his li fe centers a round 
hi s many activities in his church, his devoted wife, and 
two splendid sons, each serving admirabl y with U ncl e 
Sam' s a rmed fo rces, and last , but not least, his D ahlias 
a nd the A.D. S. 

H enry was still a very sick fellow that clay, but he in
s isted on goino- a round to the garden before entering l1i s 
h ouse. I will never fo rget that garden that clay. P o -
sibly fi f ty pl a nts w ere in bloom, but th e piece-de-re is t 
a nce were six blooms of Ruschmohr' S herwood Peach 
on three plants. Vv e were t oo concern ed fo r H em·y's 
well being to stop to measure them, but I will a ttest to 
the fac t that I never saw half a dozen la rger bl ooms any
wher e in my over thirty years of g rowing D ahli as. A nd 
it did not take nitrate to produce them either. Bushes 
w ere short and stocky, but boy, oh boy, how healthy. 

I believe proper watering produ ces size. B ring your 
plants along healthy and strong and when buds fo1·m, 
water eve1-y four days very copiously. 

F eed your plants good well balanced fe rtilizer- a little 
every five or six w eeks. 

A mont11 before the Show clisbud. R emove the two 
side buds and keep the center crown bud. ( If you know 
the vari ety is crotchy, reverse this method) . P inch out 
the crown bud and one side bud and keep the one side 
bud. This will give a longer st em. It will take four 
clays longer t o mature (use this timing also if some of 
your buds are a little too early) . 

Your fir st j ob is your wartime duties-after that is 
clone, tt-y to squeeze out a little time to take some of your 
blooms to your local Show. Boost the Dahlia. Vi/hen 
P eace comes, we should do all w e can to put Dahlias in 
every garden in our beloved country. 
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There's PEACE In A Dahlia Garden, Too 
Writes Old Man Ature to His Son 

Perhaps the celebration of V-E Day where you are, 
son, did not run to the excess of human emotions which 
we1·e occasioned after Victory in vVorlcl \i\T ar I. 

But if it did, and you saw people going literally crazy 
because the war in Europe was over, there are some 
things I would like you to think about. 

Realize, if you please, that the dawning of reli ef and 
hope over the immense and sombre ruin of war must 
make us conscious of the terribl e urgency of the immedi
ate tasks before us-an honest, sincer e and firm deter
mination to protect our peaceful homes and country in 
the future-before a half mad politician can start a 
\ i\T orld vVar. The immediate tasks of relief-dealing 
justly with wrecked societies and peoples-hordes of 
"displaced peoples"-of dealing· with overwhelming masses 
of prisoners, and many similar problems. 

The greatest war in E urope has ended as it should end. 
But the peace is not resolved and it will take all the 
ingenuity and resourcefulness of our na tion and our allies 
to readjust ourselves and others to the cola sal task of 
reconstruction. 

You have clone a fine job of adj us ting yourself to 
life with a nation at war. 

I am proud of the way you have done a man's work 
and helped your mother. I only hope that what the 
world saves out of the shambl es of this war will make 
your future a bright one, with opportunities to be happy 
and successful. 

There is one thing you can tie to, and come back to, 
where you have a world created by yourself, for the 
enj oyment of yourself and friends-your dahlia garden. 

I am thankful that you like dahlias. Because, if for 
no other reason you will always have a group of fine 
people with whom you will have something in common. 
Dahlia people are fine people always. There is a mail 
carri er out in Oakland, Califo rnia, who grows dahlias 
just fo r hi s own pleasure. He will never sell a root, or 
even a seed. ·But his life is complete because he takes 
so much comfor t in growing better dahlias. There is a 
milkman over in Ramsey, New J er sey, who knows hO\v 
to grow prize-winning blooms. U ntil 19-1-3 he had never 
exhibited them in the New York Show. But when he 
did, he walked away with a lot of blue ribbons. That 
made him the happiest milkman in New J er ey. 

I think l'\'e told you about my friend on Long Island. 
He is a printer and he worked himself into ill health. 
His doctor told him to take a six months' vacation and 
go away and do nothing, or he wouldn't be responsible for 
his life. The printer did not follow the doctor 's ad
vice, that is literally, instead he started a dahlia garden. 
Two months later be met the doctor, who complimented 
him on hi s recovery. He looked ruddy and fit. He told 
the docto r that he did not go away, but found his health 
among the dahlias. 

I cite these instances just to let you know that there 
is a connection between work and play, bet\veen dull
ness and beauty, between worry and health-and some 
of the threads between them can be found in gardens . 

If you are putting in your roots and plants now as I 

expect, you cannot be ·wishing I was there to help any 
more than I wish it, too. I would like to be digging 
the holes, driving the stakes, spreading the fert ilize r, tie
ing on the labels and all that stuff. 

And I hope I can be there this fall when you beg in 
to shade the specimen blooms, tie them back to keep the 
wind from whipping and bruising them, to get ready for 
the S how. 

I hope you have selected and purchased some of the 
new A.D.S. Certifi cate Winners and some of the Honor 
Roll varieti es. If you haven't, get some now and your 
chances for winning blue ribbons will be better. Not 
only that, th e neighbors will be over often to chat and 
look ove r the new ones. 

Read the last A.D.S. BULLETIN again. Answer ome 
of the advertisements-you can 1·ely on its ac\vertise rs
order some of the new ones. I have a feeling I 'm going 
to be the1·e to help you preen some of the big ones fo r 
the Show tabl e. Mothe1· will want some new small 
types, too. She don't like to cultivate them, but she sure 
likes to pick and a rrange the little ones. 

And you have found by now, I hope, that what mother 
wants is what we want too, isn't it, son? 

YOUR OLD MAN, ATURE. 

• 
Irvington, N. J. Dahlia Show 

The Irvington Garden Club of Irvington, N. ] ., have 
their program out, which has nine sections and ninety
one classes for Dahlias this year. Pueot Mills of Sum
mit is chairma n, and he welcomes anyone who would 
wish to exhibit in our show. 

The Irvington Club l1as gone out strong for seedlings 
this year , the seeds and seedlings being donated by Mr. 
Geo. Swezey of Columbia, N. J., and Harvard Rival. 

VV e also added a new and _ pecial class for men mem
bers of the club for the best basket, bowl , or vase of the 
small Dahlias. Section D is for the Undisseminated 
Dahlia, and we offer the Amei-ican Home Achievement 
1vieda\ fo r the bes t three blooms. This class is open to 
both amateur and commercial growers, and w e would 
like to see more of the commercial growers compete for 
this a\:varcl. 

For furth er details write, Irvington Garden Club, Town 
Ha11, Irvingt on, N. ]. , or Harvard Rival of 1275 Miriam 
Place, Hillside. 

• 
Retires to Grow Dahlias 

J nhn J. Zant, after fo rty-eight years at the Boston 
Store, Grand Rapids, Mich., 1·etired March 17 to move 
with his wife to their 22-acre farm at Wayland, where 
they plan to spend the rest of their lives growing dahlias. 
For thirty years Mr. Zant operated Zant's \Vildwood 
Gardens, g rowing dahlias exclusively, at 2160 East Ful
ton mad, but he recently sold this establishment and the 
home adjoining it. 
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An International Color Standard? 
By E. COOPER, M.M., F.R.H.S., 

J escot Nur eries, 388 Hatfield Rd., St. Albans, Herts, England 

l<o r many years among those interested in flowers 
all k inds there has been a desire to end the confus ion 
caused by the multitude of term. ancl meanings used to 
describe colo1- in nowcrs. :\ttempts made in t he past 
to solve the difficulty met with litt1 c s uccess, perl1aps 
because techni cal knowlccl"'c of color ·was insul'ficient and 
rn lor printing did not a ll ow colo r chai-ts to be absolutely 
stanc.larcl, uniform or permanent. Color de cription re
mained one of the most inexact and misleading attr ibutes 
of any trade or hobby using color. :\ hue that is de
scribed in one flower grower's catalogue a huttercup
yell ow may be called tangerine, lemon or even apricot 
in others. In the absence of standa rd terms grower s 
attempt to elaborate by adding adjectives which may 
soun l g-oocl but mean nothing. The haphazard use of 
a n adjective adds confu sio n to confus ion . \\That is the 
differ ence between "a beautiful shade of yellow" a nd 
"yellow"? \!\Then docs a "delicate salmon' ' become 
". almon"? A nd what is "salmon"? 

\Yithout defi nite, fully defined and ea ily referable 
standa rd s color descriptio n would al\\'ays remain w ildl y 
in exact. It is impossible to memo1-ize fo r even one 
minute th e att ribut es of a ny color. To obtai n a per
fect match specimen s must be viewed side by s ide ~nd 
even th en unde r proper conditi ons of lig ht. Even t hen 
snmc people fail to make a perfect match while others 
seem to have a strongly developed "color sense." 

:Much more could be said to emphas ize the n eed fo r 
international and reliable color standards. Imagine life 
without a fixed standard of measurement fo 1- weight or 
length? The Royal Horticultural Society of Great 
Britain has earn ed the gratitu~l e of every color u ser
now and fo r all time-for they have set standards that 
arc as important a nd will have as fa r-reaching effect 
as the adoption of any other standards of m easurement. 
"The Horticultural Color Cha rt" publi sh ed in two vol
mncs at th e price of 21/- by the R. H. S. has set s tand
ai-cls that ought to be adopted by eve ry colo r user 
throughout th e whole world. In the explanatory n otes 
whicl1 accompany the chart, color and it s attributes are 
clearly defin ed . A hue is a color name such as r eel, 
yellow or blue. The tone desc ribes its relative da rk or 
lightness. Intens itv refer to freedom from g reyness, its 
purity and strength. A full hue is a pure color free 
fr om a ny degrading factors. Tints are lighter tones of 
colors and shades arc tlic darker tones of colo r. 

In describing fl owers defi nite terms arc recommend ed. 
Selfs a re Rowe rs of one color such as the Red Salvias. 
Chromatic-selfs vary in tint 01- shade as in Cale11dula. 
B-colors have two distinct colors a s in some Fnchias. 
Poly-chromes have more tl1an two colors as in Pansie . 
Shots defin e where one color is apparently overlaid by 
anotl1er as in the material "shot-silk." Each colo r ap
pears almost as a self according to th e angle at which 
the fl ower is vi ewed as in Escholtozia. A "General Rep
resentati on" is a special te rm used to de fin e the predomi
nating color in a flower or group of flowers and denotes 
that secondary hues arc present, e.g. Light salmon-

o ra11ge is the "General Representation" of th e Rose 
"Ir i h FireAame." 

T he two volume of the Chart consist of 200 loose 
sheets each showing three distinct shades of a si ngle 
color. Each loose sheet has two distinct numbers for 
r eference. The first 64 g ives a complete spect rum range 
of full hu es in correct sequence. The remaining sheets 
show variat ions of these full l1ues. Descriptive tern1s 
have been taken as far as possible from w ell-know n 
flowers. Primrose yellow fo r ex:amplc refers to a rang e 
of yellows of one well defined hue. P ractical horti
cultural examples a r e quoted whe1- pos ibl e fo r t he 
colors defined. Commonly used equ ivale nts are g iYe n 
and the fo reign synonyms are tabulated. Eight pure 
tones a nd 32 cli ffet-c nt values can be obtained from each 
of the full hues by lightening, da rkening a nd g reying. 
Mode rn 111ctl1 ods hayc insured that the printed colors 
a rc fast a nd reasonably permanent and a good white 
pape r has been used . o that ground colo r ca nnot fa lsify 
color values. :\ bl ack card is uppli e 1 w ith a "cut-out" 
window to isolate a nd mask sur rou nding color s which 
may detract from the hue being examin ed. Use r s a r c 
\\'arnecl to use the cha rt only in good north light a ncl 
not to aternpt matcl1ing when th e eye i fat ig ued . S pec-i
mens hould be isolated from adjacent color s a nd tl1cy 
should be examined only when fresh a nd in all stages of 
maturity. 

All thi s may sound a little compli cated but it must be 
realized that to r educe color definition to an exact sc ience 
has been no easy task. The author Robert F . \ Vil son 
is to be cong ratulated on compl eting a ta k of irnmen e 
importa nce. However, the chart is extremely simpl e a nd 
anyone ca n use it without instructi on or trouble to m atch 
a color. 

S ince my las t letter we have had the Annual General 
l\Ieeting of The National Dahlia Society in the com
mittee rooms of the Old R. H. S. Hall in London. It 
was resolved to hold a Dahlia Show in 19..J.S . This re
flects t he indomitabl e sp irit of our people, for in spite 
of the Hall being roofless, or hould I say g lass less. 
shows ar still be inr~; held th ere. There will be a flower 
how on the 20th February a nd \\'hit our m eet ing was 

going on, a farmers' exhibiti on was being held in ·L11c 
Hall, open to th e dull g r ey Janua ry skies. Many a nd 
wonderful wer e th e m echa ni cal a ids t o better fa rming 
which th e bowler-hatted and over-coated salesmen tt-i cl 
to sell to our members. 

The best sign of progress ove r here in the Dahlia 
world has been th e enthusiast ic support fo r the n ew 
trade growc1-s' British Dahlia Grower_ ' :\ ssociat ion. \Ve 
have r esolved to use th e R. H. S. olor ha rt fo r a ll 
catalogue clescri ptions. A n attempt is to be made to r e
form the classification of the dahlia. Herc again, I 
beli eve that an international standard a nd terminology 
is the ideal at whi ch w e must aim. It i surpns 111g 
how slip-shod some trader s have become-or perhaps r e
mained-in r egard to classificati o n. Th y commonly u se 
terms which have never been recognized by the N. D . S. 
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\\'hat a cha rm dahlia is no t\YO gro\\'ers can agree. 
Even the spelling of recogni zed terms is at fault. _-\ 
pompon becomes a pompom, a pompone, a ponpom and 
even a pompome. Coll er ttc a re of ten mi scalled col
la rcttcs. 

nother problem we a rc to tackle is the judging and 
trial of new \'arieti s. A lthough it is appreciated that 
the R. H. S . has don som · exc 11 nt work fo r dahlia 
growers at the \Vi ley trial g rounds it is fe lt that a s ingle 
trial g round is too 1 cali zcd to erve th e intere ts of the 
whole country. ] h \ Vi ley Trials have 1 e n held too 
lon°· on th e same 0 Tound so that plants gro\\' n there 
become badly infe, ted with virus disease and are a poor 
adve rti ement fo r what a rc reall y good varieties. The 
trade propose to institute four separate trial g rounds, 
in cotlancl, o rth ern , Midland and Southern E ngland . 
Three plants of each nov lty will be grnwn at each and 
the system f judg ing i to be refo rmed on th point 
yst m. 

The g reates t and most seri ous problem which the 
B. D. G. r\. is to tackle is virus di seas . It wi ll b x
trcmely difficult t o control but unl ess growers oYe r here 
clo something the po, iti on may become serious in a vcrv 
f w year s. Yiru is on the increase among a g reat man;, 
crops. U ntil re entl y it \\'as not known what caused 
virus di sease. It \\·a generall y belieYed that the viru 
,,·as a limy organi sm that \\'as able to pass through the 
fine, t fi lters. It ha now bee n asce rta in cl that it i not 
an oro-ani 111 but a chemical ubsta nce dissolved in plant 
ap,. This substance has now been isolated in the labo

ratory in a chrystalin fo rm. 
However, ev n with thi s kn owledge control will he 

difficult and elimination a lmost impossible. 

Vi rus ca n be tra nsferred from di seased t o healthy 
plants in a number of ways. By the tools tL cl, . uch 
as knive , by the hands a nd by insects, more speciall y 
by aphicles a nd thrip . ap r ma ining on a knife, eyen 
when dry, can infect a plant, eYen afte r a long period. 
Tobacco smoking is e peciall y dangerou . . fo r viru i 
pre ent in nearly all tobaccos, persi . tino- even after t h 
manufacturing process of "curing." Tobacco J mce on 
the fingers is a potent . ource of infecti on. Aphides, 
or g reenfl y, ar the worst offender s with tl1rip. a good 
second. They feed by fir t injectin g a tiny clrup of 1irc
cli ges tecl fluid int th e pl ant ti sue. T hi s fluid may have 
come from inf ct cl pla nts. :-\phicles often travel mil ·s
perhap. hunclrecl s o f miles-drifting on the wind. That 
is why our hop gTO\\' rs f ar an East wind bring ing 
. \\'arms of aphiclcs ri ght acros the Nort11 S a to crippl e 
th hop vin .. 

The particular ty]les of Yirus that attacks dahlias also 
inf cts other plants . uch as the tomato and many we els . 
To se ure fr eel nm from di as a ll th ese plants would 
also have tn be kept clean. 

The only solution would be to adopt th e practi ce of 
the potato gTO \\"Crs in thi s country. No potato gTowcr 
a ttempts to g-ro \\" a crop f rorn "seed" of his own sav ing
for more than one yea r. This is because the crops rapidly 
deteri orate through virus broug ht in by aphicles. Every 
g ruwer obtains clean ''seed" each year from cli tri cts in 
Scotland and Ireland where climatic conditions do not 
enable aphid s to become a menace. Ev n crop. l)] antecl 
on land known t o have ncv r been culti\'atecl before, or 
not to have carried the same or related crop befo re, be
come di seased \\'ith viru . D es troy til e last aph ide and 
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thrip and the whole "seed" potato trade would coll aps . 
Gro\\"cr cou ld then maintain the h alth of th eir crops 
indefinit ly . imilarly ,,. could soon eliminate virus 
among dahlias. 

J r. Kenneth )I. Smith of the Viru. Research Stati n, 
ambriclge, has offered to help control viru in dahlias. 

9 

I le s u0 ·gests fo rmino- a c ntral pool or nucleu . tock of 
popular Yariet ie all of which would be certified lean 
ancl healthy. G row rs \\'Ould cli·aw on thi s common pool 
to es ta bli sh their own lean stocks which w ould h e grnwn 
in isolati n from oth er plants known to be su . ceptiblc 
to th e ty pes of virus infectin g dahlias. He sug·g sts 
clean s tocks could be mainta inccl in thi way fo r a num
ber of y ars, provided onstant inspection and rogneing· 
wa · carried out. nfy own view is that no st ock w ould 
n .'main clean long· enough to wa rrant the necessary tirn . 
lrouhk a nd expense. The s nag· is that proper isolation 
cannot he achie,·cd in thi s ()Un try. .\phicles traYcl mil es 
in a day and can infect clean s tocks e,·en 0 11 the day 
they arc planted. 

Stocks infect d late in th e , ca on would not shn\\' th 
usual symptoms and w ould ·a rry in their tubers the 
Yirus to inf ct plants the fo ll owing year. The question 
of impmts is also clilli cult. \Ye kn o\\' that yirus is not 
transmitted through the s -ed aucl that seedlings begin 
with a clean hill of health, hut they can be infected as 
g rn\\'ing seedlings in th ir fir st y ar. It is generall y 
hclie\'ecl , though ,,·ith 11 proof that th e spread of virus 
in thi country is larg ly clue to inf ec tccl stocks broug ht 
in from abroad, perhaps because some of the se stocks 
wer badly di sea eel? Can we pr 'ent the importati on 

( Co11tinllcd on j>a,11 e 10) 
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of clisea eel stock. ? T do this each dry t uber would 
ha Ye to be subjected tu laboratory te. ts, a n impos. ible 
task. :\ certificate from the expor t ing country would 
haYe l ittle value for even inspection of a growi ng tock 
docs not guara ntee that the plan ts are free for t he symp
toms may not havt: developed. T hen we do not know 
if some var ietie. can act a . ca r riers \\'ithout being di -
cased tb cmsel ves. 

I du not th ink \\·e shall reach perfection. I nstead \\'e 
must pract ice co ntinual clea nl iness is t he propagating 
houses a nd in the dahlia groun ds. \Ve mu. t spray the 
plant:; out of doors r egul a rl y an d fumi gate the houses . 
Constant inspccti n must be made a nd infected plants 
must be destroyed. F umigating, sprayi ng and r o-uein g 
must become regular routine j obs. Dr. Smith does sug
gest that ome investigati on mi ght be carried out to 
test the pos ibility of curing virus by heat treatment. 
The toma to potted wi lt v irus can be destroyed by heat 
( ..+2 c.) a nd it i propo eel t o te t dahli a tuber s that a re 
in fected to a ce rta in if heat w ill p rovide a cure, but even 
then- pess imist that I am-re-infection can so eas ily take 
place. T hen too, if, as has been shown, v irus is a chem
ical, how can a ge ntle heat affect a cm·e? 

Some growe r s support t he views of S ir A lbert How
ard , the leacli1w expe rt on oil com pos ts and on the con
version of was te organic matte r into humus. H e believes 
that crops 0 Town in soils rich in humus obtain d from 
composts grow free fr om v irus and o ther diseases. I 
cannot agree \v it h this at a ll. vVell-fed pl ants no doubt 
a re more r es istant to disea se but they can contract di s
ease ju. t the same as people w ho feed well a nd gen
erall y take car e of th emse lves, seldom di e of old age ! 
I hea1-til y support S ir A. H owa rd's conte nti on tha t c ivil
ization is des troying th e fertility of the land by fa iling 
to r eturn to the soil organic was tes-but high feeding 
does not nece sa ril y confe r good health. 

S ince I las t w ro te to you quite a number of outstand
in g vari eties have been placed on the market. W hat 
1fr. Harry Stredwick beli eves to be the best L arge D eco
r a ti ve he has ever ra ised is Queen E lizabeth, named in 
Honor of our Queen. H e says it is the fir s t, last a nd 
onl y seecllin O' he eve r o·ot excited about. I do not know 
its "Cha rt" color and must describe it as a lovely yellow 
of g reat sub tance and fo rm . M r. Stredwick has r ecentl y 
received the hi ghest hono r that can be awarded in t his 
country-The V ictor ian Medal of H onor. A nother of 
hi s which looked g lori ous in last year's trial s was Moll y 
Coombe. A la rge deco rntive. The fl owers a re white at 
base, deepening to ro e a t the tips and they a re held 
erect w ell above th e fo liage on massive stems. 

E ver y fl ori t will want J ean Lister , a perfec t white 
whi ch the raise r call s a pompon, but a s the flower s are 
3 in. in diameter it oug ht perhaps to be classed among 
the shows. A nyway, it reall y is a good cut ffower with 
18 in. stems and beautiful dark g reen fo liage. A nother 
notable advance has been made among the bronze foliage 
types. Mr. H. Harri s has bred several seedlings with 
varying shades of yellow fl owers and they are ver y good. 
\ ;vhat we have all been trying to visualize, since Mr. 
Trcsseder introduced the bronze foliage va rieties , has 
come to pas. , a yellow fl ower with bronze foliage . S. J. 
Spencer has produced several small decorative and cactus 
types useful fo r the cut-flower trade among which I give 
the palm to J oyce Baker , cactus. Mr. Spencer , who uses 
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the Color Cha r t, desc r ibes it as a combi nation of d resclen, 
tange r ine and orange. His medium decorative, Tyrian 
Rose, ·wi ll also be most u seful as a cu t- flower. It came 
from I-Ielly Boudew ij n and has n ymphaea-shapecl flow ers 
on strong, st iff terns well above the foliage. J. F . Bar
wise has two that I have added to m y coll ection. M ur
dock , a cactus, with scarlet on a yellow base a nd S ta tely, 
another cactus, yellow w ith a pricot edge. 

I am afraid some oTowe rs have lo t h eavily as a r esult 
of t he seve re weath er in J anua ry wh en the lowest t em
peratures since 189..f-5 were recorded. My thermometer 
registered 30 degrees of frost on J anua ry 29th . Not be
ing accustomed to such low t empera tures many neg
lected to store their tuber s in r eally frost -proof places . 
As a r esult some have been caught n apping. It was 
curious t hat such seve re weather should have fo ll owed so 
mild an autumn. I was picking fl ower s until t he middle 
of November and did not di O' up the roo ts of some 
varieties until well into December. Normally, we get 
our roots up at least by the middle of October. 

T he hor t icul tura l cropping r egulat ions have been r e
laxed o tha t commercial grower s may now grow a n 
un restricted acr eage of outdoor flower s. No alte ration 
has been made fo r crops under g lass so t hat propagation 
i still r e tricted to 10 per cent of the a rea . B ut eve1i. 
the growing of fl owers out-of-doo rs is offi cia ll y frO\v ned 
on fo r w e have been warned t hat t he use of labor is 
still restricted to the producti on of food-crops. How
ever , g rower s have co-opera ted splendidl y in t his war in 
the producti on of food. T hey have des t royed w ith out 
compensation acres of valuable pl ant stocks. T hey have 
g iven up their skilled labor. T hey J1 ave submitted to 
very irksome control by r egul a t ion from innumerable 
government depa rtments. Yet it is a mazing the amount 
of food that has been produced under these di fficult con
dition . Produced w ith a good w ill because g row ers 
knew they had to fight to des t roy the evil of Nazism. 

• 
News From the Ohio Dahlia Society 

-Mid-West Show Date Changed 
A pril 13, 19..+5 , th e Dahlia Society of Ohio met at th e 

S tatler H otel in Cleveland. M r. Louis Roberts . w riter 
of the M idwest H onor R oll , was our gues t speaker of the 
evening . He also conducted a D ahlia qui z. T he par
ticipants wer e H . H . R obens, J ol1n B racht, R alph Berry, 
a nd H a rold Sha nna brook. The questions began w ith the 
preparation of the garden and ended with the showing 
of the blooms. The qui z was interes ting a nd educati onal , 
not only to the new m embers but to the old ones as well. 
W e a ppreciat e M r. R obert ' v isit very much and ext end 
a very co rdial invitation to him to v isit us again a ny
time. 

The time of the M idwest Sh ow w a s cha nged from 
September 15 and 16, 1945 , to S eptembe1· 22 a nd 23, 1945. 
The Show will be staged in the M aso nic A ud itorium, 
E uclid and East 36 th S treet, Cleveland, Ohio. The audi
torium is large and it will take a lot of blooms to fill 
it. Plant a fe w mor e Dahlia and bring them to the 
show. W e a re looking fo rwa rd to a g r eat show and w e 
hope conditions will be such that our Dahlia fan s from 
near and far will honor u s with their presence. Mr. E. ]. 
Wind, 19111 Story R oad, R ocky River , Ohio, is show 
manager. A ny info rmation r egardin g the show can be 
had from M r. \ ;vind. F . V . R. V EIRS 
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An Open Letter from Col. Richard T. Eddy 

Encino, Cali fornia, 
11arch 1, 1945. 

To My Dah lia Friends: 

Conditions prevailing he1·e during the past three or 
four seasons have made it clear that there are better 
dahlia growing a1·eas in southern Cali fornia than Encino. 
Eve r since r eturning to California more than 20 years 
ago, I have had a hankering to locate at or near En
cinitas, a small town on th e coast about 25 mil es north 

f San Diego. Business interests no longer require that 
I li ve in the vicinity of Los A ngeles so I have pur
chased six acres at Encinitas, on a gentl e slope a third 
of a mile from th e shore, and overlooking both the ocean 
and back country. The soil is a rich, de p sanely loam ; 
irrigation water is abundant, and pre sure good. "And 
this above all' '-it i nearly frostle s. Hundreds of 
acres are devoted to flower and seed raisi ng . Glads arc 
grown by the millions and the pikes shipped to market 
ever y clay of the year. Sub-tropical fruits and shn.1bs 
thrive, and in my opinion better dahlia growing condi
tions are hard to find. Except fo r the ab ence of snakes, 
and the fac t that apples \Von't o·row her e, I might be
lieve I had located the Ga rden of E den. E ncinitas is 
close to San Die0 ·0, Santa Ana, Camps Pendleton, E lli ott, 
Callan, Haan, and the many activities of the army and 
navy in this part of southern Cali fo rnia. T he latch 
string w ill al ways be out for clahl ia fans and se rvice men 
who may car e to drop in . I am just two blocks from 
the business di stri ct of E ncinitas, and back of the Bank 
of A meri ca Building, and the gardens may be seen from 
the highway and the Santa Fe tracks. 

Seedli1io-s fo r trial may be sent any time after Ap ril 1. 
Please send only ound, disease free stock, and identify 
each tuber with a name or numbe1· so that later identi
fication may be absolute. A lso let me have a brief de
scription-color, type, size and height so I can watch 
the growth. If you haven't three tubers 01· plants of a 
variety, send one or two. They wi ll 1 e carefully g rown, 
and will be dai ly under my per anal obsenation. 

After April 1 all co rrespondence should be add re. _ eel , 
and all hipment , whether mail or express should be 
sent to Richard T. Eddy, E ncinitas, an Diego County, 
Califo rnia. 

Michigan-Grown 
DAHLIAS 

We a re growing more 19-1-5 Honor Roll varietie 
and new introductions than any other grower in 
the country-bar 11 0 11 e. 

Your name should be on our Mailing List. 

OAKLEIGll GARDENS 
DEPT . .-\. GR.-\XD R -\ PTDS, 1\UC'H. 

)Iichigan-The Great Dahlin. Growing State 

11 

COL. RICHARD T. EDDY-Far We t writer of Flower 
Gro' er s' Honor Roll 

Honor Roll 
The compilation of worthwhile undi sseminated Dahlias 

which is published annually in Fl wer Grower 1Iagazine, 
i, a very impo1-tant contribution to the increasing inter st 
in Dahlias. 

The three experts spend al l the time they can poss ibly 
spare in checkin garden and shows t do ju_ tice to the 
la rn·e number of seedling seeking a place among the 
favored few. Not many mi stakes a rc made by these 
competent judges-three men who enj oy the confidence 
of Dahliaist all ove r the country. 

In talking to them your Editor find that each ai·clently 
supports the official A.D.S. Trial Grounds. They sug
o-est that grower end their worthwhil e seedlings to our 
Trial Grounds. 

Then if additional stock is available each of these 
judges 'wil l be glad to grow your seedling in hi s own 
garden fo r testing and watching. 

Col. Eddy's new address will be found in his open let
ter on thi s page. The other adclresse are: 

Lynn B. Dudley, 25 Irving Place, New Rochelle, N. Y. 
C. L ouis Robert , 12147 Harvard Ave., Chicago, Ill. 
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The American 
DAHLIA SOCIETY, Inc. 

ORGANIZED MAY 10, 1915 

"The Society is formed for the purpose of stimulating 
interest in and promoting the culture and development of 
the Dahlia; to establish a standard nomenclature; to test 
out new varieties and give them such recognition as 
they deserve; to study the diseases of the Dahlia and 
find remedies for same, and to disseminate information 
relating to this flower; to secure uniformity in award
ing prizes at flower shows, and to give exhibitions when 

deemed advisable." 

EDWARD B. LLOYD, PresideHt 
10 Crestmont Road, Montclair, N. J. 

DR. \VARD H. Com::_, Secretary-Treasurer 
34 Puritan Ave., Tuckahoe, N. Y. 

GORDON F. vV AA SER, Editor 
378 Pennsylvania Ave., Stearns Park, Freeport, L.I., N.Y. 

Editorial 
Several years ago I reported in the B ULLETIN a splen

did speech by Prof. Lew Sarrett of Chicago, which fea
tured an A.D.S. Annual Dinner. 

It gives us great pleasure that House and Garden 
Magazine permitted us to reprint Professor Sarrett's 
story in their recent issue, "Gardening, a Way of Life." 
This you will read in the current BULLETIN. 

Much of wbat was said that winter evening to a very 
enthusiastic audience is contained in this article. 

Professor Sarrett is a very busy man. His principal 
activity, Professor of Speech at Northwestern University, 
is augmented by many other interests. He is a writer of 
great ability, a poet, an after-dinner speaker, ranking 
with the best and to we, having the privilege of knowing 
him-a grand guy. 

• 
A.D.S. show manager, Henry Olsen, made a very 

comprehensive report at our last committee meeting. 
A few very simple rnles are still not too carefully 

complied with. 
Entries should be in the hands of our Secretary sev

eral days before the Show. 1fost exhibitors know at 
that time practically what flowers will be ready for their 
entries. The blanks should be sent in promptly-you 
are permitted to make necessary changes on Show clay. 

BulleLin of the American Dahlia Society 

T he help situation is serious- we never have quite 
enough. Don't run the risk of not being able to stage 
your exhibits--get your entri es in on time. 

Blossoms must ha\'e name tags attached. The judges 
" ·ill be instructed to disqualify any entry not being so 
tagged, no matter how worthy the exhibit may be. 

One of our membe1-s has donated a number of fine 
pri zes, pott ery, glassware and china-articles worth com
peting for. 

Study the schedul e carefully. Grow some of the va
ri eti es \\'hich li ave proved themselves winners, handle 
your bl oms carefull y and bring as many into the Show 
as you can. 

If you will have time to help the committee in the 
big j ob of staging, please let manage r Henry Olsen know 
in advance. 

Last year our Show got under way on time in a good, 
orderly mann er, j uclging was completed before the doors 
were open to our eage r publi c. Cooperation on the part 
of each one of us will duplicate the feat in September. 
J\f ay we count upon you ? 

• 
32nd ANNUAL A.D.S. SHOW 

(Co11ti1111cd fro111 pagl' 3) 

tl1ere should be yearly improvement in number and abil
ity of entrants. 

The Garden Club section not only emphasizes the a1·
tistic use of Dahlias as decorative material but in recent 
years has brought out many fine blooms in its cultural 
classes. Those who have produced these blooms are en
couraged to go on as competitors in the prog ressive sec
tions of tl1e show. \Ve need to retain the interest of 
master growers, at the same time encouraging a steady 
stream of eager fresh competitors if the show is to serve 
its best purpose. 

This year the Private Estates section has been revived 
with cash prizes for the gardeners. Alway in past years 
one of the most colorful and hotly competitive sections 
in the show, we have missed its beauty during the war 
years. \Ve hope that this feature will return to its ac
customed importance as the war clouds begin to roll away. 

A stronger effort is being made to r ecognize only n~al 
advances in the seedling classes this year. J udgcd on 
the basis of the new rules, a seedling which wins an 
award in an American Dahlia Society show must have 
real merit and definite superiority as compared with ex
isting varieti es in its class. The Society will continue its 
special trophy for the best undisseminatcd small flower
ing type, thus bringing these into the limeligbt side by 
side with the American Home Achievement and Flower 
Grower Award winners. 

In keeping with the interest of every patriotic gardener 
in these clays of food shortage, fall vegetables will again 
be featured in a special section as a timely attraction. 
After all, there is true beauty as well as the promise of 
culinary utility in well grown, attractively di splayed 
vegetables. Remember, it has been abundantly demon
strated that vegetables can be grown in the same garden 
with Dahlias. It is almost like "having your cake and 
eating it, too." As we go to press, Dr. Bruce Preas is 
working on vegetable class additions to our schedule. 
Before planning and planting get in touch with Dr. Preas 
at Merrick Road, Rockville Centre, New York. 
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A Dahlia Personality 
By Oliver Shurtleff, A.D.S. Vice~President 

I am introducing to the readers of T HE BULLETIN a 
real dahli a grower in the person of Mr. Charl es Herbe 
of Pittsburgh, P a. He is an interested and active mem
ber of the Wes tern Pennsylvania bra nch of the American 
Dahlia Society. And that means he is in good standing 
with his organization. 

H e has been a dahli a grower fo r something over fif
teen years. He now grows annually about one thousand 
hills of dahlias. Besides being a regular exliibitor at 
dahl ia shows and exhibitions he is a hard worker when 
show time comes along and show time always demands 
exti-a work on the part of somebody. M r. Herbe a lways 
doe his sha1·e of thi s extra wo rk. 'Tis no wonder t11at 
hi s fri ends rate him a real dahli a person. 

T his year he is propagating a dahlia whi ch was sent 
to him fro m overseas. T hi s dahlia was sent to him by 
his son \ i\Talter , who is in the army with the rank of 
corporal. W hen thi s dahlia was sent to M r. Herbe it 
was accompanied by a very strict ce rtifi cate permitting 
its shipment to thi s country. He is hoping that thi s 
dahlia will prove worthy of his fi ne son. 

Besides hi s son Walter , M r. Herbe has three otl1er 

sons and all are in the se1·vice. Earl is in the Navy, 
Wi lliam is on a hospital ship and Richa rd is in the A ir 
Corps. Besides these four service men of his family he 
has three daughters. T wo of these daughters, Dorothy 
and Marion are married and in their own homes. Ruth 
Jane is still at home. His famil y is hi s big pleasure a nd 
his greatest joy. 

Mr. Herbe rides a great many hobbies and, by so doing, 
st ays young all the t ime. He reads ports articles, fl ower 
magazines, newspapers, exhibited fancy poul t ry, played 
baseball , was champion horse shoe pitcher a few year s 
ago and is a member of a volunteer fire department. 
H obbies? He is a regula r hobby jockey ! And besides 
all these he raises a thousand hill s of dahlias, don't fo r
get. Before coming to the P ittsburgh a rea he ope rated 
a dai ry fa rm in Maryland. H is church is St. Andrews 
L utheran Church in Pit tsburgh. 

Folks who don't know this fi ne dahli a grower ar e 
missing something. I r ecommend that he be hun ted up 
when dahlia strangers visit with the P ittsburgh dahli a 
folk. H e is wo rtlnvhil e knowing. 

Fairmont, West V irginia . 

ROCKY RIVER 
DAHLIA GARDENS 
19111 Story Road, Rocky River 16, Ohio 

QUALITY plants of newest and best va
rieties for late plantings or replacements. 
Plants available to July rst . 

• 
Write now for free cop·y of our BLUE BooK 

listillg v arieties and prices. 



14 Bulletin of the American Dahlia Society 

Quiz Corner 
By J. LOUIS ROBERTS 

A.D.S. Vice President 

Question: \\That insecticides and fert ili zers are avail
abl for dahlia growers this year? 

I asked R. 11. Carleton, in cbarge of Vaughan's Seed 
Store, at Randolph Street, Chicago, about insecticides. 
He stated that legally there is available the following : 

Nicotine Sulphate. It is recommended as a spray fo r 
soft-bodied insects such as aphids or leaf hoppers. One 
of th e trade names on this product is "Black Leaf 40". 

Arsenate of Lead. T his is for use against all leaf
eating insects as a dust or spray. 

Bordeaux is a fungicide and as an insect repellant. It 
is used as a dust or spray. 

Sulphur is put out in various fo rms. It is used as a 
fungicide and as a control for red spider. 

Selocicle is fo r u se against reel spider. 
Oil E mul ions such as "Volek". Volek is recommend

ed as a control fo r mealy bug, white fli es, red spider, 
ru st mites, aphids and tbrips . Mi-. Carleton suggests 
that you try Volek with B lack Leaf 40 for red spicier. 

Pyrethrum is off th e market, the entire supply going 
to the armed forces. 

Rotenone is available for Victory Gardens, but it is 3 
yeai-s oJd and is only ~ of 1 per cent strength. A t this 
st rength it is of doubtful value unless combined with thio
cyanide. These mixtures are put out under various trade 
names. 

Mr. Carleton told me that the U. S. D. A. a re \vork
ing on insect repellants. The nature of these are at the 
present time military secrets. They are worked out for 
specifi c insects. A spary once a week will keep the 
particular insect off of our plants. For example one of 
these repellant was made fo r use again t mosquito. Part 
of a man's arm was covered with the 1·epellant. A screen 
was then put over tbe arm and a large number of 
mosquitoes then put in the cage. The mosquitoe then 
covered th e part 0£ the arm not treated with the repel
lant and none were on the treated part. It sounds as 
if they have something better than citronella for fisher
men. 

I asked Mr. F. L. Eldridge of th e Swift Ferti lizer Co. 
about the fertilizers. 

He said that all of the various mixtures such as 0-12-12 
or 0-4-8 are all allocated for farm use. Fertilizers for 
dahlia growers would come under th e classification of use 
for ornamenta l plant food. Under this classifi cation they 
have manufactured Vigoro or 4-12-4 in a very limited 
amount. This does not exceed the amount manufactured 
in 1944. 

They are permitted to manufacture an unlimited 
amount of Victory Garden Fertilizer which is 4-12-.+ 
analysis in the mid-west and 5-10-5 in the east. The 
shortage of help is handicapping the manufacture of all 
fertilizers. 

Practically no nitrates are avai lable as they are used in 
the manufacture of munitions. 

Phospate is tight , clue to the shortage of sulphuric acid 
which is also used in the manufacture of munitions. 

Potash both muriate and sulphate is th e easiest of all 
but there is not much to be had as it is used in the mix
tures such as 4-12-4. 

Bonemeal is tight, as it is used for animal feed in 
conditioning food. 

This about sums up wbat Mr. Eldridge could g ive me 
on the commercial fertilizers. 

Cottonseed meal and linseed meal are a source of nitro
gen containing from 4 to 7 per cent. H you u se either 
of these use care as they will mold and ferment if damp
ened in quantity. 

Manure is available, depending upon the locality. Well
rotted is, of course, the best. However, you may only 
be able to get fresh manure. If so I would suggest 
that you reduce it to a liquid. Get a barrel or drum and 
fill three-quarters with water. A del the manure. 

Chi cken or poultry manure is pretty strong, so is hog 
or sheep in the fresh stage. Dry sheep or other manure 
can be dug into the soil. Don't try to feed a lot of fer
tilizer to your plants. Be moderate. 

I have been told many secret fo rmulas for the grow
ing of dahlias and the best I can give you, is k eep your 
plants clean of insects, enough water that they g row 
continuously without stoppage, but not enough water that 
the soil is soggy because dahlias cannot stand "wet feet" 
fo r 24 hom-s. They drown. Your drainage will deter
mine the amount of watering. Mrs. Musselclorffer, who 
grew "Kaweah" to such big proportions, wrote me that 
the biggest one she grew was next to the garden faucet 
which dripped a little. 

• 
Correction 

\Ve regret the publication of an incorrect description 
of "Evelyn Reed", as reported in our Storrs' Trial 
Grounds scores in the May issue. The correct descrip
tion is: 

Evelyn Reed. Stake Nos. 169, 170 and 171. Informal 
Dec., entered by J. A . Kemp, Yemp's Gardens, Little 
Silver, N. J. (82.25L). Tips and oute r rows are a pale 
Viridine Yellow with centers Vi ricline Yellow. Occa
sional center petal s are Lemon Yellow. Flowering habit 
good; stem 2~-10 in ., heavy to medium, flowers facing 
side, improved by clisbuclcling. Size of fl owers 50 -90 
in. , depth 2~-5 in. Height 3 ft. 3 in. 

QUEENS DAHLIA GARDENS 
William Meshirer, Prop. 

4:~-5il Robinson St., near 45th Ave., Flushing, N. Y . 

If you want Dahlias that grow, try Queens 
Dahlias. We ship A-1 stock. Send for price list. 
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PREMIER'S 

DEPENDABLE DAHLIAS 

SEEDS . .. PLANTS 

ROOTS ... CLUMPS 

(at reaso11able prices) 

• 
Our Own Certified Introductions 

and the Best of N eiu and 

Standard Varieties 

• 
PREMIER DAHLIA GARDENS 

COLUMBIA (Warren Co.), NEW JERSEY 

. . . . THE PARRELLA DAHLIA 
GARDENS offer the following plants 
of 1945 introduction from our gardens 
and other growers : Ogden Reid, H ilda 
Fioretti, Sweet Lavender, Joan Phil
lips, Jr., Dr. Kenneth Taylor , Sweetie 
Pie, Sgt. Williams, Essie Smith, Joan 
Ferenz, General Pershing, V-Day, 
Faithful, and Hoosier Marvel. Also 
plan ts of latest intro cl uctions. 

The varieties mentioned above are all 
outstanding and prize winners, and the 
finest in the dahlia world. 

\A/ e still have some root stock avail
able of many varieties. For complete 
descriptions, send for our illustrated 
catalog, ready now, free for the asking. 

ALBERT PARRELLA 
DAHLIA GARDENS 

3380 Ely Avenue, Bronx 66, New York 

Last Call . . . The Outstanding Blends of the Year 
Both are Home Achievement Winners 

GENERAL JOHN J. PERSHING, S.C. . . Originator, H. E. Ward 

Derrill I/art Memorial Award Winner 

This :is a sport of that ever prize-winning dah lia Virginia Rute, with a new and p leasing co lor 
of terra cotta, with blends of henna and old rose. T h ere is no dahlia like it in color. You can grow 
t h is as big as you can grow Virginia Rute. Foliage and growing habits are identical to that of Vir
ginia Rute. Received a Certificate of Merit in East Lansing and West Virginia in 1943. Wnner of 
Tbe American Home Achievement Medal in St. Louis in 1943. Listed on Mid-\Vestern Honor Roll 
and the Eastern Honor Roll of The Flower Grower. 

Roots $15 Plants $7.50 3 Plants for $20 Net 

JOAN FERENZ, S.C. . . Originator, Herman Rindfleisch 

B lend of chrome yellow and flush of spinal pink. Blooms measuring from 11-12 inches by 7 
inches deep. Long stiff cane stems. Dah lia has excellent keep ing qua li ties and continues to grow 
after cutting and put in water. Winner of The American Home Ac hi evement Medal at the N. Y. 
Show of The American Dahlia Society. Listed on L. B. Dudley's Honor Roll. The dahlia has never 
been propagated. A ll stock ha been grown by the originator from roots. 

Plants only $7 .50 each-3 Plants for $20 Net 

RUSCDMODR DAHLIA GARDENS 
38 Vincent Street Rockville Centre, L. I., N. Y. 
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DAHLIAS 
For Your Victory Garden 

DAHLIADEL 1945 INTRODUCTIONS 

I ROOT EACH of Jubilant, Temptation and 
Flying Fortress. Value $15.00 for $12.50 

These three varieties all bloom early, so 
there is still plenty of time for planting. 
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JUBILANT (Dah liadcl 861v1), M ID, Bloom 3 x 2, 
Hush 3Yz ft. Dahliadcl is proud, a -vve believe this 
bright littl e Miniature is the fir s t to win the Derrill Hart 
Go ld Medal with a sco re of 85 and better in all four 
Trial Grounds. in one year. It scored 85.5 at Storrs, 85 
at 0.V.D.A., 86 at Vv. Va. and 8(:) at E. Lansing, which 
assures you of it s wonderful performance under various 
conditions. This little 1\Iiniature apµea ls to us above all 
other Miniature see dlings we have ever grown. :rvJakes 
a gay bright spot in any garcle1i. Co lor is cherry red, 
inclin ed orange, with a li ghter reverse. There is just 
no encl of blooms, and the picture on the front cover, 
taken in late October, shows its ability to hold perfect 
centers. Root, $5.00; Pot Root, $3.75; Plant, $2.50 

TEMPTATION (Dahliadel 85M), S, Bloom 
4Yz-5, Bush 4 ft. The names J ubiJant and 
Temptation were submitted to us by Carro ll 
L. Post of San Marino, Calif. Thi s fine scar
let red Single is a lmost identical to a poin
se ttia in color and form. It is a red that stands 
plenty of sunshin e without burning or fading. 
:\ good ope n grower with long stems. Good 
keeper, and fine for cutting. One of the first 
to bloom, and truly beautiful all season. 

Root, $5.00 Each, 3 for $10.00; 
Pot Root, $3.75; Plant, $2.50 

• 
FL YING FORTRESS ( Pittman-Dahliaclel 
85A), ID, Bloom 11 x 5, Bush 4Yz ft. This 
is the dahlia that was featured in a naming 
contest in the A..D.S. Dullctin of Augu s t, 10-l3, 
with the temporary Seed ling name of Pitt
man' s Giant Cardina l. The winner o[ thi s 
contest was Dr. L. N. Sherrard, tif Santa Ana, 
Cal if., who su bmitted the name Flying 
Fortrcs-. The genera l tone is soft sca rlct 
with a lighter reverse. It is of arti s tic form 
and brilliant co lor, and arranges beautifully, 
especial ly in baskets. It is a ruggc I hea lthy 
g-rowcr and a profuse bloomer. Cert ifi d in 
\ V. Va. and Md. Trial <.rounds in 19-l.2. This 
var iety docs bes t from root s, so we grew it c n
t!rcly from roots the past season, and sent it 
to some of our customers on trial, and it has 
proven very sat isfactory. \Ve have delayed the 
introduction of thi s dahlia to build np suffi
cient stock of it so that we cou ld offer it in 
roots only at a moderate price. 

Root, $5.00; 3 for $10.00 

Our 1945 Supplement is still available. 

Dahliadel Nurseries 
WARREN \Y. l\IAYTROTT 

BOX 1.t 

VINELAND, N. ]. 
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