


















































































































































REMEMBER

BLACK MONARCH
CLARIAM KELTON
JANE LAUSCHE
KIRSTEN FLAGSTAD

Our four great introductions for 1945.
All are Certificate of Merit Dahlias. All
are listed on at least two Honor Rolls.
All have proven their ability to win. All
will be a pleasure to grow. Their pic-
tures and descriptions are featured in our

1945 DAHLIA BLUE BOOK.

1945 Introductions
from other Introducers

Ballay Rouge, Belvedere, D-Day, Essie
Smith, Faithful, Gen. John J. Pershing,
Hoosier Marvel, Joan Ferenz, L.CK,
Moscow, Mrs. Richard G. Atkinson, Og-
den Reid, Silver Jubilee, Sir (Galahad,
Stellaette, Sunset Special and V-Day are
offered in plants of our usual high grade
at originator’s prices.

Standard V arieties

A select list of the finest popular stand-
ard varieties of all types. These are the
varieties that have met the tests in many
gardens and on the exhibition tables.

DAHLIA BLUE BOOK

Our 1945 edition contains full cultural
directions, illustrations, comprehensive de-
scriptions, valuable pointers as well as
prices of the varieties. It is free. A card
will bring your copy.

°

ROCKY RIVER DAHLIA GARDENS
19111 Story Rd., Rocky River 16, Ohio

—
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Mid-West Show Gleanings

Reminiscing the Mid-West Show in Louisville, Ken-
tucky, by the Dahlia Society of Kentucky, as host to the
Mid-West Conference at the Kentucky Hotel on Septem-
ber 30th and October 1st, 1944. Show, banquet and all
out-of-town guests were taken care of under one roof,
which was ideal. It would not be fair not to mention
the fact that the Kentucky Hotel deserves a lot of credit
in making the show the success it was. Some of the
outstanding Dahlia growers, who acted as judges, did
a wonderful job and are to be congratulated and a hearty
vote of thanks to them. George Shee, the Show Chair-
man, deserves mention for the way he and his committee
arranged the show. The banquet, held on the Colonels’
Room, was on the same floor as the Show, and all out-
of-town guests were introduced. Later in the same
room an informal party was held and Dr. Bruce Preas
of Long Island, New York, showed pictures, and it is
needless to say the main topic was Dahlias. If you are
in doubt about Kentucky hospitality, ask some one who
was present.

Following is a result of the Show:

SECTION 1

Best Cactus—Zenith, grown by W. F. Cuffel, of In-
dianapolis, Indiana.

Best Semi-Cactus—Rita IWells, grown by Dr. J. B.
Stroud, of Louisville, Kentucky.

Best Informal—} irginia Rute, grown by Dr. J. B.
Stroud.

Best Formal—Cheer Leader, grown by W. B. Dietz,
of Louisville, Kentucky.

All above entries were awarded a purple special Cour-
ier-Journal ribbon.

Largest and most perfect bloom in Section I was won
by Rita Wells, grown by Dr. J. B. Stroud, and was
awarded a special Courier-Journal ribbon (white).
Mrs. Harry Baerveldt, scoring the largest number of
points in Section 1, was awarded a pottery vase, donated
by Mrs. C. C. Arrington.

SECTION 2

Best Cactus—AMary Taylor, grown by C. H. Durnil,
of Louisville, Kentucky.

Best Semi-Cactus—Mary Ellen Forham, grown by
George Shee, of Louisville, Kentucky.

Best Informal—James Ross, grown by George Shee.

Best Formal—Real Glory, grown by George Shee.

All the above entries were awarded a purple special
Courier-Journal ribbon.

Largest and most perfect bloom in Section 2 was won
by James Ross, grown by George Shee, and was award-
ed a special white Courier-Journal ribbon.

George Shee scored the largest number of points in
Section 2 and was awarded a pottery vase donated by
Dr. and Miss Stroud.

SECTION 3

Open to All (Vases of Three Blooms)
Best Cactus—Stephen Foster, grown by Alired P.
Smith, of Louisville, Kentucky.
Best Semi-Cactus—Firginia Rute, grown by George
Shee.
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Best Informal—/ames Ross, grown by George Shee.

Best Formal—/7ictory, grown by George Shee.

All above entries were awarded a purple special Cour-
ier-Journal ribbon and pottery vase. Vases were do-
nated by C. H. Durnil, Mrs. H. Baerveldt and two by
George Shee.

Best entry in classes of threes, James Ross, grown by
George Shee, was awarded the Gold Medal of the Wis-
consin Dahlia Society.

George Shee scored the largest number of points in
classes of threes and was awarded the Bronze Medal of
the Indianapolis Dahlia Society.

American Home Achievement Medal was won by E. J.
Wind's seedling, Jane Lausche, grown by Charles Field-
house, of Louisville, Kentucky.

Seedling Class, 4 to 8 inches, was won by J. A.
Schutte’s seedling, Lucky, of Springfield, Ohio, and was
awarded a gold special Couriar-Journal ribbon.

Miniature seedling, grown by Charles Erhardt, Jr. of
Cincinnati, Ohio, was awarded a gold special Courier-
Journal ribbon.

Largest Bloom in Single Classes—Dir. Carl Dahl,
grown by George Shee, measuring 13.5 in. was awarded
a purple and gold special Courier-Journal ribbon and a
vase donated by the Greater St. Louis Dahlia Society.

Most Perfect Bloom Over Eight Inches in Single
Classes—Chautauqua Princess, grown by J. A. Schutte
of Springfield, Ohio, was awarded a gold special Courier-
Journal Ribbon and a vase donated by W. B. Dietz.

Most Perfect Bloom Under Eight Inches in Single
Classes—Zenith, grown by W. F. Cuffel, of Indianapolis,
Indiana, was awarded a gold special Courier-Journal rib-
bon and a vase donated by W. B. Dietz.

Smallest Bloom in Show—Tiny Tot, grown by George
Shee, was awarded a vase, donated by Mrs. W. F. Klein-
john.

Most Meritorious Entry of Purple Courier-Journal
Ribbons Winners—/[7ictory, grown by George Shee, was
awarded a gold belt buckle, donated by Carl Herrmann,
of Milwaukeee, Wisconsin.

Pom Pon and Miniature Dahlias—Best entry of 25
Pom Pon Dahlias, shown by George Shee, was award-
ed a gold Courier-Journal ribbon and a vase donated by
William Ratledge.

Best entry of 25 Miniature Dahlias, shown by C. W.
Simbritzki, of Louisville, Kentucky, was awarded a gold
Courier-Journal ribbon and a vase donated by the Greater
St. Louis Dahlia Society.

Sweepstakes award in Pom Pon and Miniature classes
was won by George Shee and was awarded a vase do-
nated by the Greater St. Louis Dahlia Society.

Most Outstanding Bloom of White Courier-Journal
Ribbon Winners—/ames Ross, grown by George Shee,
was awarded a vase donated by the Central States Dahlia
Society.

GARDEN SECTION

Plate display of vegetables, grown by Mrs. C. C. Ar-
rington, was awarded a willow basket, donated by Alfred
P. Smith.

Most meritorious entry of garden flowers, shown by
Mrs. H. Baerveldt, was awarded a vase donated by the
Greater St. Louis Dahlia Society.

Sweepstakes of the entire show was won by George
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Ohio Valley Dahlia Society

December means Santa Claus, and so, in keeping with
the spirit of the season, our regular meeting was a Christ-
mas party. While the members were being entertained
by Charles Earhardt with some fine colored pictures of
Dahlias, Mr. M. Y. Thomas and George Richardson
slipped out and got the hot coffee, while the ladies fur-
nished the cakes, and with the good spirit of comrade-
ship that prevailed everybody had a good time.

Previous to our festivities, we heard the results of our
annual election. Ray Moffett, Al Weller, Bob Seibel and
M. Y. Thomas were reelected, and Brother Albert Har-
ris and Elmer Shepard are the two new members elected
to the Board of Directors.

At the first meeting of the board on January 4th
the officers for 1945 were elected. They | ared
President, M. Y. Thomas; First Vice-President, Robert
Seibel ; Second Vice-President, Brother Albert Harris ;
Third Vice-President, Al Weller; Fourth, Vice-Presi-
dent, Judson Moffett; Treasurer, Charles Earhart; Sec-
retary, Raymond Hoffett, whose address is 6033 Hammell
Avenue; Associate Secretary Elmer Shepard. The board
also elected the Trial Grounds Committee. Robert Sei-
bel was elected supervisor of the Trial Grounds and
chairman of the committee. Other members of the
Trial Grounds Committee are M. M. Thomas, Charles
Earhardt, Ray Moffettt, S. M. White, Walter Huber,
Fred Seinesch and Andrew Doerman.

Our January meeting was held at the home of Mr.
and Mrs. Doiseau at 4999 Madison Road on the night
of January 11th. Mrs. Doiseau is a new member of our
Society, and she took this occasion to acquaint herself
with the other members. After a brief meeting, Mr.
John Schaeffer, also a new member, showed us colored
motion pictures of a few local gardens. We then en-
joyed a very fine lunch our hostess had prepared for us.
Our host, who is a collector of Chinese art, has a won-
derful and valuable collection of tapestries, chinaware,
and other items dating back thousands of years, and was
gracious enough to show us all the different things he
has, and gave us a brief history of each item. All in all
we had a very enjoyable evening, and one that will be
remembered for a long time.

We are looking forward to great things this year and
are already looking over the various catalogs, for as
yvou know, when January comes, it's spring to the Dahlia
lover.

ELyMER SHEPARD,
[ ]

Another A. D. S. Winner

In the last issue we omitted the special award of a
Bronze Medal Certificate voted by the judges for Rain-
bow Dahlia Garden's seedling “September” received the
second day of the show. It is a beautiful A—I.D. Blend,
reddish orange with buff, having excellent stems and
foliage and eye-arresting color. Flowers measured 934
x 6 inches.

Shee, scoring 203 points, and was awarded the Mid-West
Dahlia Conference Trophy. Mr. C. H. Durnil, runner-
up in sweepstakes with 38 points, was awarded the
American Dahlia Society gold certificate.
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1944 INTRODUCTIONS

Frances H., Formal Dec. Bicolor, win-
ner four firsts, only times shown, includ-
ing American Home Achievement Medal

$15.00

and best in Show.

Monty, Semi-Cactus, buff-orange with
$10.00

Seeds from named varieties, 100—$5.00

rose shadings.

CHAS. GARRITY
351 Maud Ave., San Leandro, California

Dahlia Society of New Jersey

At the annual meeting of the Dahlia Society of New
Jersey, held at Newark, February 10, 1945, the follow-
ing officers and executive board were elected:

President, Mrs. Stephen G. VanHoesen, Fanwood.

1st Vice Pres., Mr. J. A. Kemp, Little Silver.

2nd Vice Pres., Mrs. W. W. Maas, Springfield.

3rd Vice Pres., Mr. Frank Marker, Upper Montclair.

4th Vice Pres., Mr. W. Ethrington, Westwood.

5th Vice Pres., Mr. John Metzger, Irvington.

6th Vice Pres., Mr. Dewey Mohr, Rockville Center,
el

Secretary and Treasurer, Mrs. Frieda H. Fisher, Tren-
ton.

Executive Board: Mrs. H. D. Thomas, Paterson; Mr.
Harvard Rivel, Irvington; Mrs. C. V. Smith, Far Hills;
Mrs. C. Ward Parkhurst, Hillside; Mr. Geo. Swezey,
Hillside; Mr. Otto Heinz, Springfield; Mrs. Ray Smith,
Cedar Grove, and Miss Virginia Stout, Summit. Past
presidents: Dr. C. H. Connors, New Brunswick; Mr.
E. B. Lloyd, Montclair; Mr. J. W. Johnston, New
York; Mr. Conrad Frey, Nutley; Mr. W. W. May-
trott, Vineland, and Mr. L. L. Pollak, Montclair.

Plans were made for the Fall Flower Show to be held
Saturday and Sunday, September 15 and 16, at the Re-
gional High School, Springfield, N. J. After routine
business, Mr. Lynn Dudley, past president of Amer-
ican Dahlia Society, discussed the new Dahlias of 1944
and showed color pictures of individual blooms and the
plants growing in gardens. This was followed by a
social hour and refreshments, greatly enjoyed by more
than fifty members and their friends.
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Baltimore Dahlia Society

1945 has started off with a rush for our Society and
all indications point to a banner year. There seems to
be an unusual amount of interest being shown by the
membership, the meetings for both January and Febru-
ary being well attended.

At the annual election the following officers were
elected for this year: President, Chris. F. Guckert;
1st Vice President, William A. Bochau; 2nd Vice Pres-
ident, C. V. Brieger; Secretary, Herbert O. Aburn;
Financial Secretary, N. A. Scheel; Treasurer, John C.
Mencke, Jr. Executive Board: N. A. Gossmann, chair-
man; C. M. Diffenderffer, Henry Cory, Vincent Hush,
Talbot McAfee, George Mumma, Edward L. Schaun,
Louis Gill, and George Schirmer.

Plans are being completed for our 1945 show which
will be held September 23 and 24 in the Auditorium of
the Sears Community Building. President Guckert will
again be the Show Manager and he promises some new
innovations and we are looking forward to a bigger and
better show.

Hereert O. Apurn, Secretary.

Burholme Horticultural Society

Burholme, Philadelphia, Pa.

At our annual meeting held November 28th the officers
elected to serve for 1945 are:

President, Edwin T. Overton; Vice President, Mrs.
Florence Hagerman; Vice President, Charles Wippling-
er; Treasurer, Mrs. Lydia Higginson; Secretary, Lewis
G. Dietz.

We anticipate having an extra special show in Sep-
tember of 1945 as this marks our Silver Anniversary.

Plans are now under way to hold a banquet April of
next year which will be attended by about 200 members
and friends.

Lewrts G. Dierz.
{ ]

Western Pennsylvania Branch

One of the worst blizzards in the history of Pittsburgh
couldn’t stop us. No, sir, we just put our Christmas
party off a week and on December 21st we slipped, slid,
skidded and plodded through the snow and ice, and 27
of us gathered at the Garden Center in Schenley Park,
Pittsburgh, for a Christmas meeting and party. Reduc-
ing business to a minimum, we discussed ways and means
of raising money and a proposed minor change of the
bylaws. Gay decorations, singing of Christmas songs,
splendid music by Mr. A. Tischman and his daughter,
and good food made a gala occasion of it. Every one
wished every one else a Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year, and we wish to extend that wish to all our
Dahlia friends near and far. Dahlias done up in Christ-
mas wrappings were exchanged between the members.

On the practical side, Dahlia clumps donated by sev-
eral members were auctioned, bringing the tidy sum of
$18.75 into the treasury, and the raffle of a luscious ham
added $8.50 more. It was won by Mr. Ritter.

Evizasere F. Hisvop, Secretary.
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“Dahliahaven”
Through a friendly gate that opens
On the stepping stones between,
We were welcomed to a garden
Human eyes have seldom seen ;
Where the azure morning glories
On an arbor by the pond,
Breathe a breath of sweet contentment
To the Dahlias just beyond.

And feasting on their beauty
In the twilight's purple glow,
I could hear the cascade’s music
On the mossy rocks below;
And the tinkling of the water
Led me to a dreamer’s shrine,
Where a host of pale petunias
Bow in reverence Divine.

O the grandeur of the garden
Is reflected in a dial,
With the Fosters and the Satans
And Miss Prim's immortal smile;
And a bird bath, partly hidden
In the foliage by the wall,
Beckons many happy youngsters
Who have sung for great and small.

"Tis a rendezvous of freedom
All the gods devoutly bless,
With a peacefulness of Heaven
Only saintly souls possess;
Where the azure morning glories
On an arbor by the pond
Breathe a breath of sweet contentment
To the Dahlias just beyond.

RoBeErT A. LEATHERS.

My Garden
Let’s have a garden,” I said to my wife.
“My dear,” she replied, “I would simply love it—
With violets shrinking—and roses rife—
And fairies could live at the bottom of it.”
So I made my way to a certain store
That flatters susceptible flower growers—
Bought the latest wrinkle in tools for seeding
And squirts that sprinkle, and forks for weeding,
A label and stake for every flower,
A fertilizer of evident power
And rakes and rollers, and barrows and mowers.
A reeling and writhing garden hose,
A kneeling pillow (some clerk put that in),
A spray that reduces botanical vermine
And gadgets whose uses I couldn’t determine.
And T scattered assorted bulbs among
Some potted plants, in an unknown tongue,
All Greek to me, but possibly Latin.
And I sent them home to my gardening wife,
Who spaded and troweled each workable minute.
Come visit my garden, the pride of my life,
It's worth every bit of the thought I put in it.
—ILAUuRENCE McKINNEY,
New Yorker Magasine.

INTRODUCI NG
Trwo O%ZJZﬂndz'ng

DAHLIAS
Jor 1945

Flaming Glory, 1.D. — Certificate
winner at Storrs 1944, and on all
three honor rolls. Color, carmine
overlaid rosaline purple. Reverse
mallow purple. General effect
magenta. Flowers are high cen-
tered, 13 in. by 8% in. Long pet-
als and lots of white and purple-
striped petaloids. Healthy dark
foliage.

Plants only $5.00 net

Crystal’s Queen, 1. D.—Color, pastel
pink with lemon-yellow at cen-
ters. Bush height medium.
Flowers 12 in. by 7 in. Forma-
tion perfect. Queen in name and
the Queen in the Garden.

Plants only $5.00 net

CRYSTAL DAHLIA GARDENS
C. J. Poulos
235 POWER RD. PAWTUCKET, R. 1.
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to produce).
for constant reference.

dozen—to be mailed to one address.

this Classification List.

34 Puritan Ave.

A. D. S. OFFICIAL
CLASSIFICATION OF DAHLIAS

A 16-page leaflet containing all the information a Dahlia lover needs to properly
classify his Dahlias in the garden and for Show purposes.

Definitions of form classification as well as color breakdown.

An alphabetically arranged list of all the Dahlias currently grown for Show
purposes, together with proper size, type and color classifications.

Also a tabulation of varieties into their respective type and color classes—this
tabulation alone—presented to the A.D.S. by Dr. Ward H. Cook—would cost a large
sum if prepared by a statistical organization.

We have a limited number of copies at fifty cents each (approximately the cost
Every Dahliaist should have one for his files and one in the garden

Branch and Affiliated Societies may purchase these leaflets at four dollars per

A copy of supplements to the 1944 list will be sent to everyone who purchases

Send remittances to:
DR. WARD COOK, Treasurer

Tuckahoe, N. Y.

What Varieties Shall I Grow?

It's February the first and the bug has begun to bite.
The question is—what will I plant this year? I know
that I’ll put in some of the old stand-bys—A>Maffie, Milton
Cross, Golden Standard, Rudolf Giant and two or three
others that, no matter what kind of weather conditions
we have, will come through and produce blooms for show
time, but what others?

I'll get out the BurLerin and read what the Honor
Roll pickers have to say about this or that new one. Next
look up the Trial Ground reports on their respective
ratings, then see if any of the varieties that I think that
I am interested in have won an Achievement Medal or
two, figure out where I can squeeze out (without getting
in the doghouse with the Mrs.) the price of a couple of
new ones and, after they come, put them in the bench
with all the care a mother would with a new baby, only
to have a few weeks later, when no cuttings have de-
veloped, a look and find nothing but a lot of mush. My
would-be prize-winning new ones have gone bye-bye.

Just what is the matter? Roots and clumps don't
seem to keep like they did as of yore. It's either dry
rot, wet rot, or crown rot. At any rate, it has been
my experience these past few years to lose several of
these highly advertised super-duper new ones that I
had put good money on the line for.

Just could it be that our commercial growers, when
they get hold of a good new one, try to see how quick
they can build up a stock large enough to put on the
market, and in so doing propagate too heavily and

thereby weaken the whole strain of that particular va-
riety ¢

In days gone by, when propagating was a thing that
was practiced by only a very few and practically all of
our plantings were of root divisions, it was a very rare
thing to ever lose a clump or a root from rot.

I can't say that all the stuff that I buy from some of
our commercial growers turns out this way, but it has
been far too often the case of roots rotting in the bench
or patch and of plants that stunt and do not come up
to the standard of my idea of what a good Dahlia plant
should be.

Perhaps it's me. Maybe when putting them in T
haven't held my mouth just right or, as my neighbor
next door says, “It's not the right time by the sign of
the moon,” but I haven't as yet done any planting in the
moon and come May the 10th I'll be out there putting
in some new ones, more old ones and with each a
prayer that, when show time comes, perhaps this year
T'll win the President’s cup for the largest in the show.
At any rate, I am going to keep on trying.

L. C. (Par) BENNETT.
St. Louis, Mo. 9.
®

[Ed. Note]l Many of owr best Dahlia fans today arc
the wives of Dahlia bugs who had the foresight to buy
some choice Miniatures, Poms and Mediwms for his
“lady” to grow, cut, arrange and win prizes with. The
jov of Dahlias is too fine to keep away from friend wife.



First Quarter—February, 1945

47

DAHLIA HONOR ROLL

In the December Issue of FLOWER GROWER Every Year

Three outstanding amateur authorities report on the New Dahlias—
Lynn B. Dudley for the East; J. Louis Roberts for the Middle West and
Colonel Richard T. Eddy for the Pacific Coast.

In addition, throughout the year, articles on Dahlias and Dahlia cul-
ture appear.

The logical place for Dahlia Growers to advertise their Dahlias—
both Tried and New.

Read
FLOWER GROWER

THE HOME GARDENER’'S MAGAZINE
PAUL F. FRESE, Editor

America’s outstanding all-garden magazine.
Subscription rate $2.50 per year
Sam ple copy sent free on request.

write

FLOWER GROWER

North Broadway Albany, N. Y.

Dahlia Growers Write for Advertising Rates




Introducing...THE QUTSTANDING BLENDS OF T|

Both are Home Achievement Winners

HE YEAR

GENERAL JOHN J. PERSHING, S.C.

Originator, H. E. Ward

Derrill Hart Memorial Award Winner—complete
story is in this issue of the Bulletin

This is a sport of that ever prize-winning dahlia Virginia
Rute, with a new and pleasing color of terra cotta, with
blends of henna and old rose, There is no dahlia like it
in color. You can grow this as big as you can grow
Virginia Rute. KFoliage and growing habits are identical
to that of Virginia Rute. Received a Certificate of Merit
in Fast Lansing and West Virginia in 1943, Winner of
The American Home Achievement Medal in St. Louis in
1943, Listed on Mid-Western Honor Roll and the Hast-
ern Honor Roll of The Flower Grower,

Roots $15 Plants $7.50 3 Plants for $20 Net

JOAN FERENZ, S.C.

Originator, Herman Rivifleisci

Blend of chrome yellow and flush of spinal pink, 3tiocws
measuring from 11-12 inches by 7 inches deep. 1

stiff cane stemsg. Dallia has excellent keeping qualitios aind
continues to grow after cutting and put in water. Winner
of The American Home Achievement Medw! at the N. Y.
Show of The American Dahlia Society. JIdsted on L. B.
Dudley's Honor Roll, The dahlia has never heen propua-

gated. All stock has been grown by the originator from
roots.

Plants only $7.50 each—3 Plants for $20 Net

CALIFORNIA FINEST DAHLIA SEED

Some of the leading FHonor Roll and Aciievement Medal dahlias have heen
o

produced from our seed. We expect to be able to supply seed from named

rarieties, Let us know what varieties you are interested in. Prices:

20 seed for $1.00
60 seed for 2.50

125 seed for $5.00
1000 seed for 35.00

Write for Catalog

RUSCHMOHR DAHLIA GARDENS

38 Vincent Street

Rockville Centre, L. 1., N. Y.
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