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RHYTHM 

Bulletin of the American Dahlia Society 

AHLI AS 
JUST THE RIGHT 

TIME TO PLANT 
DAHLIAS AND STILL TIME 
TO BUY THE DERRILL HART 
GOLD MEDAL WINNER FOR 
1942. Rhythm won the highest 
award a Dahlia can receive for 
its good behavior and high scor­
ing in the various Official Trial 
Grounds. It scored 85 at Storrs, 
85 at East Lansing and 86% at 
West Virginia and Certified at 
Maryland Trial Grounds in 1942. 

Rhythm was awarded an Achievement Medal at Camden, 194,1, and was a 
winner in several Seedling Classes in Baltimore and Camden. 

An exquisite beauty of unusual cameo pink suffused soft rose with soft 
lemon shadings at the base of the petals and center of the flower. Not one of 
those giants but a Dahlia that just appeals to you with its beautiful color and 
unique form, with its double serrated tips. 

Root, $15.00; Pot Root, $10.00; Plant, $7.50 
Our 1943 Supplement fully descrihes Rhythm and JOHN W. SHER WOOD, another 

1943 Dahliadcl Introduction which i really different, and 20 other 1943 Introductions. 
SPECIAL OFFERS are a feature of this SUPPLEMENT and you will find collec­

tions listed from $1 to $12. 

TRY OUR SPECIAL 

8 Exhibition Dahlias $3 
Value $5.00 

MILTON J. CROSS 
MISS OAKLAND 

CHEROKEE ROSE 
GOLDEN PRINCE 
KILGORE'S KING 
LIMELIGHT 

MRS. GEO LeBOUTJLLIER 
WATCHUNG GIANT 

We suggest you buy your favorites this season ns WP. are reducing our acreage of 
Dahlias to help in the W ctr Effort, and have so far grown 38,000 vegetable plants for 
Victory Gardens which ctre sold locetlly, and we will grow over 20 acres of soy beans. 
Get your Dahlias this year while stocks are still good on most varieties to be sure of them. 

DAHLIADEL NURSERIES 
Warren W. Maytrott Box 14 Vineland, N. J. 
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"It's Planting Time, Son!" 
From a Self-Made Dahlia Man-Hoping for the Best 

Oh, boy, if I cou ld onl y be th re w ith you for a 
coupl e of weeks rig ht now! You tell me the eason 
i a m onth la te fo r garden in t he East. Well , that 
won't affect the Dah lia ea o n, o r shouldn't, because 
you remember w e u ed to plant, beginning about 1\lf ay 15. 
The wea ther oug ht to get stabi lized by t hat t ime. But 
remember to x hibit for th e ew York Show on ep­
tember 23rd a nd 2..J.th. You should plant some hill s of 
choice ones about June 1st. !so, you can time them fo r 
the how, even if some a re backwat-d, by pinching back 
about Ju ly 20th. If you a re not s ure about w hen to 
t ime them, a k that printer man, M r. Taker ; he will 
be g lad to ma k sugo-est ion , not because he lik s me 
(and I hope he doe ) , but because Dahlias a re so much 
in hi s blood he is a lways g lad to help young fe ll ow 
get tarted in fo ll owi ng hi s own hobby. He could a lso 
tell you how to spoon feed t hem to get 15-inch size, if 
ther wa anything to feed them. 

But as usua l, I'm ahead of my tory. I hope you 
have a-one oYer the s takes and repa inted some of t hem, 
because you w ill r ecollect that w had a n early frost 
la t fa ll , unfo rtunately before we had all the roots dug, 
and we didn't have time to ge t all the stakes out befo re 
it froze solid fo r several inches . So, I know, from 
pa t experience, that a number of the points were broken 
off. 

I assume that you have th e garden ploughed by now, 
because you said you were putting in some vegetables 
as I suggested. I hope you have room for some pota­
toes because they are so scar ce. We don't even get 
them so often in the A rmy now. I gu ss the K .P.'s don't 
fee l so bad over that, either. I can recall , not so long 
ago, when I had to help peel a couple of trnck loads 
of them for a meal. I think they wi ll be hi g h pri ced, 
too, this ummer. A t least the fir t of the early one 
shipped in will be. So I hope you planted som e. 

It was g reat news that you got a couple of neighbors 
to go in and ganlen on shares with you. I think t hat 
the two best ways to reall y find out what's ins id e men 
and how good g uys th ey at-e or vice versa, is to go 
C'amping with th em o r make o-a rden with them. Some 
men seem to I ike to hi i-1< their fair share of a partner­
sh ip job. Not a ll the "soldi ering" i done in the A rmy, 
son. But most of my fri ends, thank goodness, have a 
sense of balance, g ive and take, or whatever you call 
it and want to do more than their part. A nd you 
can a lway " tie to" fellows who want t o do part of 
your j ob. 

And just for your book, I can truthfully say that 1 
don't know of a Dahlia grower today who would put 
one over on you. There is something· about Dahlia grow­
ing, in the case of the hobbyist grower, parti cularly 
which seems t o bring out the best in a fellow. 

So it will be a wonderful ex perience for you t o se_ 
just what these "garden partners" turn out to be. I'll 
be t you really get to know how fine men they are just 
out there in the garden. And don't forget to do some 
of their jobs occasionally. Sort of pile up your credits 
for good turns out there in the garden, son. I want 
to hear about your experiences with them some day. 

D on't forget, son , that u t in th e gard n you can get 
to know people a . w 11 a Aow rs and veg tables. 

B ut to get back to th e Dah lias. et t he stak . for 
the large varieti es at least 3 feet apart (I like ..J. feet 
even better). Dr ive t hem in first, after laying out t he 
rows and mea uring the di tance between for at lea t 
th e first row. _ ft r the ·take are in, dig the hole 
and don't be af ra id to dig cl p. Turn the dirt o \·er . o 
it will be loose, for the root tructure of either plant or 
root can form m r quickly a nd spread nut to s uck 
up the plant food from the soi l, far ea ier if the oi l i 
soft. Leave the hol on ly partly filled in. In other 
word , son, set plant or rout clown . o roots will be 
about 5 inches be! w level of soi l. ~ omc say set 'lhem 
sha ll we r and some say de ·per. But that depends on 
the oil structure. If san ly they can he 6 im·hes deep, 
01- i[ it is clay soil probably 30 lo ..J. inches is enough 
depth. 

Be ure to put the tar roofing- paper strips around 
plant to ward off the cut worm: . :\ ikr plants ar" 
ha rdene 1 off- say 3 inchcs- yuu can n :nw,·c th ' ;;trips. 

I forgot to say, but I'm sure you remember that as the 
stalk grow , fi ll in t he hol e you ha \"C !cit helm\· . uriac~ . 

\i\' hen you put in the Dahlias [ sugge:.t you drop a 
handful of that tobac o du. t I kit, in earh !wk. There's 
a lot of nitr gen in tobacco dust and it hdps tu keep 
w ire worm and other underground grubs ancl chewers 
away from feede r roots when they arc forming . 

You won't be ab! to ferti li ze as nrnrh as I used to du. 
T here's some left over and I think you lll1ght to u"c it 
pari1wly, because you arc not able to I uy balanced 

f rtilizer for flowers, only wgctahles, during the war. 
A nd nitrogen i goi ng into ammunition and '' e ·an kt 
the fertilizer a nd cover crops >f rye and vetch !'ye h~"n 
putting in there for a good many year:. cln the Dahlia 
feed ing thi year. \Y e need that nitrogen out h ·r · 
pretty bad rirrht now. I wish \\"l' had nwre ni it for 
the big j ob we'v gut lo dn. Y ·s. I might ·ven say, 
cl ing. 

I kn w I've to ld you a lot of things liL' rL' that yllu 
probal ly know, but I thought I might as w ·11 gin· ynu 
the w hole story rather than on ly part oi it. 

Put the labe ls on the :tak ·s cardulh·. Jkrau:-c it's 
only by looking at th ' ll uwer and noting the nanw lhat 
you w ill some day be able lt> nanw I )ahlias y1n1 s ·c 1m 

the how tab le-or in sume one's garcl ·n. .\nd k111n\ -
ing the vario us vai·ieties by thl'ir cnlnring and i11rma­
tion of petals will be valuahl • to vnu sume dav wh ·n 
you get to be a j uclg '. Photngraph -L'ach ditki· ·11t- l )ahlia 
in your mind so you can tell swnc daY ii a 11 ·w and 
similar variety is a . good or clol'. n't <lllill' ml'a:.un.· up 
to the one you know has won in stiff ro111pl'litin11. 

As the plants grow, beg in tu ti · them up as they gl't 
about 2 feet hi g h. Be sure only on • eyL· prnduccs a 
stalk at each hill. If m re com· up ·ut them off care­
full y below the urface and as near the mot as l>ussihlc. 
Of cour e, in ca c of small type~. you can let twn 
shoots come up if you want a spreading low bush-say 
for a border plant. But be . ure in thi , instance to 

(Co 11fi1111 cd 011 payc 13 
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Victory Garden Classes Added to A.D.S. 
Show- Schedule 

\ i\T ith the approach of planting time, our thought s are 
not onl y centered on cut worms, borers, beetl es, and 
where do we get our fertilizer; but we hold many a 
prayer meeting- if necessary a revival meeting-on this 
root and that plant with which we fully expect to win 
at the Hotel Shelton in September. 

Your Show Committee is completing plans for our 
a nnual exhibition on September 23rd and 24th at the 
Hotel Shelton, at Lexington Avenue and 49th Street, 
New York City. Facilitie for staging and exhibiting 
a re as ured us which, too-ether with the ideal setting· 
of the Hotel Shelton's banquet hall , promise to produce 
one of our outstanding shows. 

Our checlule has been revised downwards as to num­
ber of classes, to meet the reduced floor space. \Ve 
have aL o made a chan o-e in the number of classe calling 
for one bloom, which we hope will be of interest to ex­
hibitors. We es pecially invite your attention to tl1e 
pecial classes in Section H. These cla ses appear fo1-

the first time in on of our exhibitions, and th ir con­
tinuance depends upon the amount of interes t which they 
arouse. 

Nfrs . Van Boesen and Doctor Preas have drawn up a 
brief schedul e for Victory Ga rden products, which we 
feel will be of much interest since we are all doing our 
bit in that direction. The ego- plant with which Docto1· 
Preas won el ven gold medals at eleven separate hows 
last Fall, i still in a tate of exhibition perfection, and 
he will no doubt lay this same egg for blue ribb n hatch­
ing on September 23rd. \ i\T are hoping to have a few 
p ultry classes for Past President Frey but fear that 
the elect ion law of ew York City forbid feathered 
chicken in the hotel banquet hall. 

Your Society n eels your efforts now a never before. 
Yotff Show ommittce knows that it will have your 
complete cooperation. 

HF:NRY Or.sF:N, Clrain11a11 . 

Vegetable Clas e 

OPEN TO AU. TEUR -MUST BE GROW 
BY EXHIBITOR 

Paper Plates Prm.'idcd. .-1 11 Entries One I ' ariety 

Class 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

10. 
11. 

Beans, lima, y; pint sh ll ed. 
Beans, green, shell ed other than 
Beans, green snap, 12 pods. 
Beans, yellow snap, 1.2 pods. 
Beets, 5, tops off. 
Cabbage, 1 head. 
Carrots, 5, tops off. 
Celery, 1 stalk. 
Chinese cabbage, 1 head. 
Cucumbers, 12 small pickles. 
Cucumbers, 3, slicing condition. 

lima, 0 pint. 

WANDA MEADE- The Bi-Color which the New York 
Flori t Club honored with their Bronze Medal. 

Introducer: Parrella Dahlia Gardens 

12. Eggplant, 1. 
13. Vohlrabi, 3, not over 3 111. 111 diameter. 
1-1-. Lettuce, 1 head. 
15. Onions, 5 mature, dry scales. 
16. Par ley, 1 plant. 
17. Par nip , 5 tops off. 
18. Peppers, 3. 
19. Pumpkin, 1. 
20. Rutabaga , 3. 
21. Squash, urn.mer, 1, hell not hardened. 
22. qua h, winter, 1 mature. 
23. Tomatoes, 5, large variety. 
2-1-. Tomatoes, 10, small variety. 
25. Arrangement of vegetables in a ba ket or ham­

per, 5 or more varietie . 
26. Arrangement of vegetables in a Aat dish 01· bowl 

suitable for a table centerpiece. 

Sweepstakes-$5.00 cash. 

Out_ tanding entry-$5.00 cash. 

Best display of vegetables-open to all-$10.00 cash. 
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1942 Winning Varieties 
By J. Louis Roberts 

Rea1 busy, are you ? Forgot to order that Dahlia you 
saw at the show last year? Can't r emember what it 
was? Well, here is a list of blue ribbon winners of the 
principal classes at the Chicago, Milwaukee and Indi­
anapolis shows. It may help you. 

"La Reina"-Autumn F. D . ; "Murphy's Masterpiece"­
Recl or Crimson I. D.; "Katie K"-Pink I. D. All are 
well known. They will probably come back. ''Cherokee 
Brave" and "J ean Trimbee" eem to be in a class by 
themselves. At least, my li sts for t he past few years 
show no competition. For several year_ I have kept my own records. I 

notice that sometimes a Dahlia drops out, but later re­
appears. "Pride of Milwaukee" is one that hasn't been 
on my records fo r several year s. It won last fall. 

The new Dahlias being introduced this year are not on 
the li st. I find it takes from one to three years for 
their names to appear. 

Missing from this li st are such good Dahlias as I hope this list will be useful to you. 

Color Class 

White 

Yellow 

Autumn 

Scarlet or 
Flame 

Red or 
Crimson 

Maroon or 
Dark Maroon 

Purple 

Lavender or 
Mauve 

Pink or Rose 

Blends 

Bi-Color 

J. L. Roberts' List of 1942 Winning Varieties 

Formal Decorative 

Darcy Sainsbury 
Croydon Cream 

The Governor 
Yellene 
Class 

Beau Nuance 
Heart of Milwaukee 
First Lady 

Mrs. C. E. Wildon 

Oakleigh Monarch 
Fire Ball 
American V ictory 
B. B. Carroll 

Mavis Tierney 
A. E. Heil 

G101·ia Bacher 
Deep Purple 

Croydon Acme 
Blue River 
Ruth Nicholas 

Marie 
Gillman Beauty 
Victory 

Leah Pearl 
Mrs. Duncan Guy 

Prexy 
Jeanette 

Informal Decorative 

Alice May 
Mother's Day 
Mother Hendricks 
Peace 

Lord of Autumn 
Norman Morton 
Ginger Rogers 

A. ]. Parker 
Mrs. C. J. Sowton 
Rita Wells 
Sun Ray 
Wm. Shinkfield 

Mar grace 
Trojan 

Red Pilot 
Dean Shurtleff 
Sheldon Louise 
Velvet King 

Cherokee Brave 

Eventide 
Hi-Speed 
Croydon Chief 

Progress 
Robert Ripley 

Marion Smith 
Pink Giant 
Molly B 

Silver Lady 
Maid Marion 
Hillside Sunset 
Freda George 

Power House 
Kentucky Sportsman 

Semi-Cactus 

Edith Willkie 
Michigan White 
Link's White 1faj esty 

Yell ow Comet 
Tops 
Kay Francis 

Evelyn Chandler 
Amelia Earhardt 
Columbia 

Satan 

Red Jug 
Lynn Fontaine 
Maffie 

Virginia Rute 
Mary Lynn Dudley 

Jean Trimbee 

Bette Davis 

Pink A melia 
All-American 

Enkart's Prima 
Consul General Quist 
Chappaqua Sunset 

Koki 
Figaro 

Cactus 

Jersey Dainty 
Ballego's Surp1·ise 
J osephine K lim pt 
Snowball 

Yell ow Giant 
Frau Ida Mansfield 

Gulden S tandard 
tephen Foster 

ancy A nn Mitchell 
Bernice Tylman 
A ngelus 

Son of atan 
Lou ise A rduini 
Dulcinea 
Thunderbolt 
Kilgore' . Lucifer 

Eemland 

Zenith 
l(arclinal Von Rossum 

Miss O hio 
).fadame ] ussiant 

).foonbia 
A ncl rcas : c ltcta 
Jul ins . Bunge 
J <:ss ica King 

),fary Tay! >r 
Greater Glorv 
Crowning Giory 

Flash 
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President Ed Lloyd and Dewey Mohr 
Honored at Scranton, Pa. 

T he Northeas tern Pennsylvani a D ahlia Society held 
its annual banquet a t Scranton's H otel Casey on April 
3, 1943. Many events have been held by thi s organiza­
t ion in the pas t. They were t he social events of peace 
times. T his bela ted gas and food rationed banquet t ook 
on a martia l aspect . Invocation was offe red by M r. 
Earl Holmes. D r. Ralph A rmstrong bandied the role 
of toastmaster. At the beginning of the ba nquet he 
asked the guests to stand in silent tribute to the memory 
of W illiam N unnevil er , who recentl y passed to his 
heavenl y reward. N at ional P resident Lloyd reminded 
us t hat the A.D.S. is now a gold sta r organi zation be­
cause of the tragic news concerning P r esident-elect 
Smi th of the New j ersey Dahlia Society w ho had been 
reported as miss ing in action in the North A tlanti c. 
Dewey Mohr discussed the wart ime schedule of the 
A.D.S. He advocated the judicia l planning of victo ry 
garden . He advised against wasteful seed planting and 
exces ive purchase of seeds and advised hi s li steners to 
wait fo r the proper time fo r planting. He a nnounced 
that t11 e A .D.S. schedule fo r 1943 would have ample 
sections and classes for victory garden displ ays, but t hat 
the schedul e would be predominantly for Dahlias, as in 
the pas t. 

Timing Blooms for Show 
It is no secret that successful exhibitors of large r 

:fl owering Dahlias prune very severely, permitting only 
one to fo ur blooms to develop on each bush. A lso t hat 
a g reat deal of water, used a t the right time, has more 
to do with size than any so-called fo rce fer tili zer. 

But the real trick in getting that bloom ready fo r t he 
proper elate of the show is timing. 

If your plants a re la rge at planting time, pinch a t 
the top immediately and as the sprouts emerge only per­
mit two to g row. In the case of . ma iler plants, do not 
pinch a t the top. 

For the average vari ety, fi nal pinching out is done 
about two months before show date ci r micl-J uly. As 
the branches a ppea r, pe rmit only one, two or fou1· to 
g row. Buds will show about mid-August. Disbucl 
by removing mall side buds and permi t the center bud 
to develop. If the bud cluster appea1·s a littl e too ea rly 
do not cli sbucl r ight away but wait a week or so until 
the buds get la rge1· and t hen remove t he center bud and 
save just one side bud. Result will be to retard blossom­
ing and produce longer stems. 

Inverted peach ba:kets secured to three stakes are 
good hades fo 1· the blooms. P lace them in position when 
bud shows colo r. If the bud is a little earl y fo r your 
S how requirements, shade earli er, but it will make the 
color paler. 

Generally speaking, a tiny bud will r equire thirty to 
thirty-five days to fully mature into an Exhibition fl ower. 
A bud showing color takes one week 

M r. Frank Schroeder, Ass istant S uperintendent of 
Parks of the City of Scr anton, pa id t r ibute to the or­
ganizati on fo r its assis ta nce a t the Nay A ug Park 
Dahlia Ga rdens. "Vve re it not fo r these blooms the citi ­
zens of our city would be denied the beauty of these 
la tes t 01·iginations," he said, and expressed the hope that 
Nay Aug P ark would continue to be the civic center of 
Dahlia d isplay. 

Gold medals of the N.E. P.D .S. were awarded to P r esi­
dent E el Lloyd and M r. Mohr. T he medal was awarded 
to Mr. Moh1· fo r hi s sincer e devotion to our local or­
g·anization and fo r special mer it in the selection of new 
orig inati,ons. The go ld meda l of the society was awarded 
to P r sident Lloyd fo r hi s personal contributions to the 
success of our program a nd for outstanding wo rk in 
the American Dahlia Society. 

T he enterta inment was provided by M iss Lottie 
Schrive, and Earl H olmes, Jr. , soloi ts, a nd Herman 
Bonnert , magician. T he banquet committee consist ed of 
D r. E . F. McDacle, Chair man, ass isted by M rs. Cha rles 
H uesne1·, M r s. Ralph A rmstrong, M r. and M rs. E rne t 
Lewis a nd M r. Earl Holmes . 

EDWARD F. McDADE, M .D ., 
Secrc tar31. 

Col. Eddy Will Grow Dahlias ! 
Many of us fea red that our good fr iend and Pacific 

Coast Honor Roll scribe would have to forego growing 
Dahlias when he entered Uncle Sam's ser vice las t 
\tV inter. 

Col. E ddy comma nds a crack regiment in vVyoming 
a nd will pla nt bis patch a t the camp. 

Most of hi s root s tock was lost, due to moving . T hose 
who would like to have Col. E ddy t e t t heir new seed­
lings are invited to send two root or st rong pla nts not 
later than June 1 t , to Col. R ichard T. E ddy, .+th Q. M. 
T ng. R egt. , F t. F rancis E. vVarren, Wyoming. 

In a recent Jetter the Colonel rrelates, " I a m able to 
obtain necessary space in our g r·eenhouse to ca rry on 
some Dahlia propagating-, and can have all the help (also 
horse manure) I need. However, the w ind bl ows so 
s trong out here tha t unl ess it is planted in a sheltered 
spot, the dirt just bl ows away from the roots. Young 
trees must be staked a nd tied. It presents a very se ri ous 
problem fo r our R egimenta l mascot (a $300.00 E nglish 
bull presented to us by Bette Davis) . T rees a re so few 
and fa r between he is getting sor e fee t making his rounds 
twice da ily. We w ill probably have to put up a few 
' relief posts' between the trees." 

• 
Correction 

In our Show Schedule published 111 the February 
BU LLETIN . Class 276: 

Flower Grower A wa rd should read "Certificate of 
A ward is offered fo r the best [ '11disscm iJ1atcd vari ety, 
etc." Exhibitors w ill please take careful note. 
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Williani H. N uneviller 
At the time when Bill 's heart fa il ed he was within 

two, perhaps just one generation away from being able 
to produce what type, w hat colo r of Dahli a he wished. 

Bill a imed fo r the top; he a imed to produce "the Grand 
Giant Showroom Champions of all times." 

D id he? 
T he leading prize-winners throughout the U nited 

States-as I have each year compil ed them- total ed 215 
varieties in the years 1938 througl1 1942, five years. 
T hese varietie are fro m Czecho lovakia, A ustria, Ge r­
many, H !land , Belgium, F ra nce, E ngland, Aust rali a, 
New Zealand, Japan , Canada and the U nited States­
from the whole wo rld. But twenty-four of Bill's were 
among these 215. Bill competed against the world ; came 
off w ith hi s va ri et ies over 11 pe1- cent winners. Bill led 
the world. Eight of hi s varieties won twelve Ame rican 
Achievement medal . He won as well the Leonanl 
Barron medal and hi s Everybody's Favorite in 1939 took 
the F uturity. His fellow commercial growers also gave 
Bill fir st place, fo r out of the 1942 Experts' Dahlias­
a list I annually compi le-Bill had eight out of this li st's 
sixty-four, more than any other g rower. 

And both prize-winners a nd leading Dahlias were 
Bill's orig ina ti ons-not hi s introductions, his origina­
tions. 

And what fo r the benefit of all Dahlia ori ginators, all 
Dahlia growers, all Dahlia lovers were Bill's methods? 

His production of seed: 
He planted earl y. "This corning year," he wrote me 

December 29, 1941, " I am going to get my seed early, 
during the months of '1ay and Jun e. You can easil y 
cross what varieties you desire out of doors and there 
will be no interference from some unwanted va1-iety as 
that va riety will not be in bloom. This will work out 
as I gathered quite a few seeds this last Spring." "In 
later years," his brother J o wrote me this Spring, "he 
would plant hi s matings in flats, using onl y and and 
peat, where he could control hi s pollination in a more 
exact manner. Most varieties will give a few seed 
w hen planted in flats and allowed to bloom there. When 
the seedlings were large enough to spot he spotted them 
in flats and later they were put in the field. He never 
used fertilizer on seedlings; many a good one has been 
ruined the first year by too much feeding." And then 
Bill himself said in the Bu r.LETTN for May, 1939, "I n 
gathering seeds it is nece sary to pull out all the outer 
petals of the bloom you l1ave selected for seed purposes 
as soon as these petals have wilted or died. Several 
'pullings ' may be necessary befo re the dead petals are 
all removed and the pod has closed. The pod should be 
left on the bush until it commences to turn brown, then 
removed before it becomes too dry and opens or you a1-e 
very apt to lose your seeds. The pods should then be 
dri ed out and the seeds removed." Again from Brother 
J o, "He kept his seed in a cool dry place until planting 
time." 

And then Bill had a patch in Australia, the "Salem 
Seed Patch." "Every other plant in the patch is the 
parent while the crosses are such Dahlias as-" and then 
he names a li st of the most outstanding Dahlias. 

This handling technique is not the heart of Bill 's 
success . What was the parentage Bill used ? 

"The first Dahlia we experimented with," ] o writes, 
"was Casper G. \Vare. Thi s responded t our plans so 
readil y that we were encouraged to go on." :\ncl in 
the BULLETIN Bill said: "It i not ahvay the most 
outstanding Dahlias that produce the new winner_. At 
least 50 per cent of the crosses were 01·io-i natecl from 
the eecls of my parent Dahlia. :dy pa rent was Son ny 
Boy, which wa the on of Aztec Glo1·y. You can trace 
practically all my or iginations back to the old _·\ ztcc 
Glory blood." "Sonny Boy," say ] o, "was the founda­
tion of his strain." 

\:\That were Bill 's g reat Dahlias? L isting them in 
the order in Expert ' Dahlias, in the orcl ' r of the m1111-

ber of catal ogs into which they have attained, there 
a re : Robert L. Ripley, Glamour, B lue River, Royal 
Purchase, Great r Glory, A ll -:-\ 111e1-ican, I rugrcss, 
A merica' Sweetheart, Everybody's Fav01·ite, ~ onny Boy, 
Stephen Foster, Clara Barton, rowning Glory, Flash. 
\Vas Crowning Glory Bill' s ow n fayor it c? H ' ca ll •cl it 
"probably the largest and most 1 cautiful incunccl ca·­
tus to date." 

Bill won. Bill told hi s methods, hi s st ra ins. Th<..' 
Dahlia is progressing, is a more cl ' pcnclahl , a hcttcr­
stemmed, a la rger flower than twenty yea rs ago. Yet, in 
general we know nothing of th· basis of a ll flm,·cr 
progress, we know next to nothing uf 11arentagc. I haYc 
a list of over l 1,000 Dahlia.. Of these only .+.+..+ ha Ye 
known parentage, and that onl y on the se ·cl side; the 
pollen parent is almost wholly unknown. \ \'hat a con­
tribution to Bill, what a monum nt to Bill that we 
should record and publish t he parentag of Dahlia:! 
He who was o generous, o wise in hi . g iving out of 
informati on would feel he had done well were hi ac­
complishings to res ult in that Dahlia train , such good 
characteristics as he combined to make better 111 

Dahlias, should be known. 
(Con ti1111 cd 0 11 pa9c 15 ) 
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Are You Putting Your Shoulder to 
the Wheel? 

By F. V. R. Veirs, A.D.S. Vice-President 

Some time ago I visited an old friend who is a well­
known and highly respected Dahlia grower. I asked 
what he thought about an articl e in a r ecent issue of t he 
AD. . BULLETIN. He told me he neglect ed to get hi s 
advert isement in that issue. It developed he had also 
neglected to pay hi s dues in the ociety and consequently 
received T HE BULLETIN onl y when his adverti sement 
appea red. 

I read Tm~ Buu .ET IN from cover to cover and there 
is never an issue t hat does not contain an item or articl e 
that does not hav interest fo r me. I believe t ha t t o 
be t he case w ith most of the fans. If you miss reading 
one issue, maybe you have miss cl the best a rticle of the 
year or , a t lea t , the one which would have interested 
you most. 

F ri ends you need the A.D.S. and THE BULLETIN and 
they need you. Be loyal to the ociety nearest your home 
because you want to help your ociety and see it thrive, 
but do not fo rg t t he fact that if we do not have a st rono­
A.D.S. our home society is very likely to suffer. In t he 
A.D.S. BunETIN you get real info rmation as to the new 
and old varieties, the resutl s of the various trial g rounds, 
arti cles w ritten by those who know D ahlias, t11 e news 
al out t he best Dahlias in fo 1-eign lands, and the ads of 
the leading and trusted g rowers . Let your fri ends read 
Tm~ BULLETIN and induce them to join the society. It 
will help to make r eal fa ns of them and help the A.D .. 
to push a better BllLLETI N. It w ill g ive encouragement 
to our P resident, Edward L loyd, who works hard at 
im proving the A.D.S. I t w ill help our editor , Go rdon 
\Vaaser , who is doing a wonderful job, a nd I uncle1-­
stancl his onl y compen ation i in beli eving and hopin g 
he is doing a hard j ob well. He i g lad to have you 
make suggestion on how to improve the Society a nd 
TnE BULLETIN. Come on you good old "backslider s." 
P ut your shoulders to t he wheel a nd let's go to town. 

• 
Ohio State Show 

It is with regr t t hat we info rm our fr iends and Dahlia 
fa ns that the O hio tate Show will n t be held in \!\ clls­
vill next ptem ber. \\ e a keel fo r the 11ow la_ t fa! I, 
but owing to the shortage of ti re , men and ·women work­
ing hi fts and other t hing. unfo reseen at the ti me we 
asked fo r the show, it will have to be cancell ed. Our 
local how will h held as usual. 

\Ve think the war w ill not affect the fogs on t he 
ri ve r or on the hill s a round vVell svill e and Ea. t Live1-­
pool. T hese towns arc onl y six miles apart and the con­
di tion are just the same in both. 

All of the exhibitors a re amateur and we have been 
told by many visitors and judges fr om a di tance that 
our flower s have been pretty good. \Ve \vant to grow 
bette r fl ower , so we are gettin o- a book from a famous 
authority and judo-e w ith the hope that our friends will 

really see some good bloom s next fa! I. T he fogs have 
helped in the past but w hen we learn the prnper tech­
nique we hope to exhibit some real blooms. T he w ri te r 
li ves in Canton, but is a member at Well sville and East 
Liverpool and has done a good deal of bragging about 
the Rowers grow n a t both places. T he good people from 
Well sv ill e and East L ive rpool invite you to both shows 
next fa ll. T he_v ·wa nt l o shm. ' .\'O il. 

I was very sad when I read in last issue of THE 
Bu 1.LETJN that my fri end \ i\T illia m N unniviller had pa sed 
to the g reat beyond. I think he was successful a s a 
Dahli a g rower but he never told me so. I think he 
wa the g reatest ori ginato r of Da hlias in thi s country 
or fo r t hat matter in all th e world , but he did not brag 
about it . To me, he was Bill , my sincere fr iend. He 
sent hi s new ones fa r and wide for trial a nd they were 
seen in every par t of the land and in m ost every show. 
He trus ted hi fr iend s to end the stock back a nd I think 
they did in every case. A ll the Dahlia fans in the M id­
dl e \ i\T est that I have een, had a good word fo r Bill , 
and we join in sending our sympathy to hi s wife and 
famil y, and we certainly wish them success in carrying 
on where Bill left off. 

"WANDA MEADE" 
For Your Victory Garden 

T hi s marv lous bi-c !or dahl ia receivccl a 
fir t and a specia l at the A . D. . sbow in ew 
York, 1942, a lso received a bronze meda l from 
the ew York F lori ts' lub . I t is truly a 
de ervi ng pri ze w inner! 

1Va 11da J.1Jeade has b a uty a well as grace. 
It has long keeping quality on the hush, as well 
a after it is cut. In fact , one of the member s 
of th e N. Y. F lori sts' lub, who had th pleas ­
ure of taking a few blooms 11 0111e, r eported to 
me t hat Wa nda Jl feade lasted fo r ten days in 
the vase and out la ted any other va ri ety. 

P lease note: Jr 'a 11da. 11! eade is on t wo Honor 
Roll s. Your garden will not be complete with­
out it. Do not overlook the r e t of our 1943 
int roducti on , namely: Fra 11ccs D c·wr3', V i11 
W ell Dai11 t:y, A nna. ,-lldrich and .Mrs. Co rtis 
R.a31

• 

Send fo r our free illustrated catalogue li sting 
nearl y 300 vari eties, large and small; r eason­
ably priced. 

PARRELLA DAHLIA GARDENS 
3380 Ely Avenue Bronx, New York 
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The American 
DAHLIA SOCIETY, Inc. 

ORGANIZED MAY 10, 1915 

"The Society j formed for the purpose of stimulating 
interest in and promoting the culture and development of 
the Dahlia; to establish a standard nomenclature; to te t 
out new varieties and give them such recognition as 
they deserve; ,to study the di seases of the Dahlia and 
find remedies for same, and to disseminate information 
rela.ting to this flower; to secure uniformity in award· 
ing prize at flower shows, and to give exhibi,tions when 

deemed advisable." 

EDWARD B. LLOYD. P resident 
10 Cre tmont Road, Montclair, N. ]. 

GORDON F. W AASER, Sec.-Treas., and Edfror 
269 South Grand Avenue, Baldwin, New York 

EDITORIAL 
It is pl eas ing to report s teady growth in our Society 

notwithstandin g the serious war conditions. 
Since our last issue we have one new Branch Society, 

many new member and quite a few new names added 
to our regular Participating Society lists. 

Much credit belo ngs to the secretaries of some of the 
societies who are doing outstanding jobs. 

One instance, in particular, should be related-it may 
be just the so rt of se rvice your local Society needs: 

The Western P enn ylvania Branch is using unique 
mailing pieces, created by Mr . L. D. Hi lop, one of the 
country's outstanding Dahlia secretaries. News letters 
of general interest are conversationally phrased and 
beautifully set up on lithographed letterheads, depicting 
patriotic themes-quite the nicest communications your 
editor has seen in a long time. 

H you are having difficulty arranging meetings in 
your local Society, clue to transportation difficulties, here 
is a means of keeping member interest to a marked 
degree. 

The A.D.S. needs another thousand members-not just 
anybody who will send in a check, but real enthusiastic 
Dahlia lover , who will be willing to help put the Dahlia 
in its proper place in American gardens. 

This magnificent Aower of ours in its myriad of colors, 
forms and sizes, should be seen in every good garden. 
The surface has not been scratched as yet. A small 
group-no matter how willing-cannot do this job. Won't 
you please go a little bit out of your way to send in 
memberships-and for those few who have overlooked re­
mitting for their own clues-how about sending that 
check now. 

Bulletjn of the Amer ica n Dahlia Socie ty 

Dahlia Society of Toledo Becomes a Branch 
of the American Dahlia Society 

Dahlia Society of Toledo becomes a Branch of th e 
Ameri can Dahlia Society. 

A nother link in the ever-stre ngthening cha in of im­
portant Dahlia Societies was forged in March when the 
Toledo Society decided to become a branch Society of 
the A.D.S. 

Our offi cers for 1943 are as fo llows : 
President-} ohn A . Saalfield. 
1st Vice-President-Carl A. Sattl er. 
Second Vice-P resident-Herma n B uncle1·. 
Third Vice-President-Harold M. S mith . 
Secretary-Hazel ] . Winey. 
Treasurer-Mrs. John Schroeder. 
September 11th and 12th are the elates of our Show. 

Mr. Charles H. S mith is Chairman , an l H. E. \ Viney, 
Secretary. 

• 
Rooted Cuttings Are Not Difficult to 

Handle 

Growe1·s who have cold frame faci liti e hav an easier 
time growing on cutting than those w ho do not have 
such convenience. 

Today shippers kn ow much a bout preparing cutting. 
for shipping right out of the sand a nd if rul es a re fo l­
lowed through, success will crown the effort. o{ the 
purchaser. 

When rooted cuttings are exp ctecl, hav ready a 
basket of good po ttin o- oil , kept lig htl y m i t, and a 
supply of clean three o r fo ur-inch clay flower pot.. Upon 
arrival carefully remove the little packages from the 
carton. 

Each paper package contains the cutti1w packed in 
clamp moss. 

Do not remove the cutting at once. impl y lo s n 
the paper at the top of the ba ll of moss and w ith a 
small pitcher , give each about two po nfuL of water. 
Stand in a cool, dark place fo r a c up! £ hour. to 
allow the ,cutting to take up the moi. tur and harden 
up a bit. 

Then very carefully unti e the little package and re­
move the moss-do not injure the feeder rout. 

Plant the cutting in fl ower pot and firm th o il very 
well. 

Fill the soil to about 0 inch of th top of the put, 
then water well. 

Place the pots on the cellar or garage Ao ir-away 
from draughts. 

For the next three or four clays it will onl y b' neces­
sary to sprinkle the cuttings lig htly- clu not over water. 

Then sink the pots outdoors in a protect ·cl spot. i Tai l 
several laths to a couple of strips on ~ -inch cent rs. 
Support them with stakes a foot ahove th e plants to 
give partial shade and afford wind prnt ct ion. .-\t night 
throw heavy paper or a fram e cover over the lath. 

After the plants have become accu t m cl to the out­
doors, the lath may be removed clurin o- the daytime and 
used only at night to support the cold prot ct ing cover­
ing. In two to three weeks from the time of receipt you 
will have splendid plants for setting out permanently 
in the garden. 
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Mid-West Show 
As we go to pre s it .is practi call y certain that the 

M id-Wes t Show will be held in connecti on w ith the 
A nnua l Exhibition of th Central States Dahlia Society 
at Ga r fie ld Park Con ervatory, Chica0 ·o, September 18th 
and 19th. 

\!\ hil e gas rat ioning and travel regul at ion do place 
limi t on our abili ty to o-et around , we ask all ·who can, 
to exhibi t and pa r·ti cipat , and we fee l sure the Show 
will b a very credi tabl e one. 

• 
Central States Dahlia Society 

how time ao-a in-that is, as fa r as planning and get­
t ing ut schedules, etc. Central States i deep in mak­
ing plans fo r its annual how September 18th and 19th 
at Ga r fie ld P ad< Con ervato ry. 

t our annua l election in J anuary, the fo1lowing wer 
elect cl as office rs and director f r entra l States Dahlia 

oci ty: 
P re. iclent-Dr. . D. Tylman, 123 S. E lizabeth Street, 

Lombard, Illinois. 
V ice-Pre icl ent- J ame. L. O'B ri en, 38 A bland Avc­

nu , Ri ver Forest , Illin is. 
V ic -Pre iclent-L o D . Gari , 900 S. P ros pect Ave­

nu , Park R icl rre, I l!in is. 
er tary-M r . H . J. Bluhm, -1-723 Lawn Avenue, 

\ i\Tes tern S pring , Illinoi . . 
Treasurer- F . G . willer , 2222 L unt v nue, Chi-

cago, Illinois. 
D ir cto r-F. J . Efford, 10.28 So. \ Va hington Street, 

Park R idge, Ill inoi 
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Director-H. L. Cummings, 99-1-4 S . Darnen Avenue, 
Chicaa-o, Illinois. 

Director-E . • . Schoenlau, 841 B radley P lace, Chi­
cago, Illinois. 

Director-Earl L. vVeinstock, 672 Center St. , Win-
netka, Illinoi . 

MRS. H . J. BL CUL 

• 
Dahlia Society of Kentucky 

P lans a re being made fo r our nnua l Exhibition in 
the Ship R oom of the Kentucky Hotel, L ouisville, l'y., 
September 25th. 

MRS. \ i\T. F. Kr.ElNJO H N . 

• 
Insecticides Scarce? 

In many localiti e D ahliaists will not he abl e to prn­
cure their favo rite in ecticides. 

T o such we suggest spraying your pl a nts as soon as 
set out with a rsenate of lead a nd repeat ing eve ry f \\' 
week . Alternate w ith nicatini c pray . Even soapy 
water w ill be helpful in cont rollino· c rtain in. ects. 

ve ry succe ful Long I land ga rdener practices thi 
with regularity and al o control in ects in hi. victory 
garden in th ame mann er. Cabba 0 ·e and leafy vege­
tables a re sprayed with ar sena te just once when the 
plants a re young-never w hen near th headin o- sta0 ·e. 
H e also spray with nicotine once a week. 

T oma toe , beans, etc., a re sp rayed with ar senate just 
as they blos om- then with nicot ine ev ry week or so. 

NOW IS THE TIME 

* 

All the newest and finest 
varieties are described in 
our catalogue, which is 
free for the asking . . 

With summer just around the corner, now is the 

time to order your new Dahlias. 

We all need the Dahlia to brighten up the long 

days ahead. 

As we are still operating our greenhouses to their 

full capacity, we are well prepared to give our usual 

good service and deliver our usual fine stocks. 

Golden Rule Dahlia Fartn • Lebanon, Ohio 



12 Bulletin of the American Dahlia Society 

What Happens When You Send Your 
N e\tV Varieties to the Trial Grounds 

If you knew what a lot of love's labor lost, or some­
thing, goes into cultivat ion, spraying, fe rtili zi ng and the 
like for your varieties to help them do their best at the 
four official A.D.S. Trial Grounds, you would r eali ze 
that the privilege of sending them there fo r test is real 
and rare-and all in your favor. 

T hree dollars you pay fo r the testing don't begin to 
pay for the labor even which is lavished on them in 
normal times, but labor at Trial Grounds now is some­
thing to whisper about a nd hor e will be available. 

And the judging. Some of you may have complai ned 
about because it didn't turn out as you hoped-it's all 
done on time given free by Dahlia lovers who travel 
many miles, even with gas rationed now, to judge your 
flowers. Yes, they pay their own expenses a lso when 
they go up to spend weary hours j uclging, so you may 
reap the reward if your Dahlia sco res 85 points or more. 

So, friends, these Trial Grounds are something 
special, just made to order , and serviced unselfis hly just 
to make more interest in Dahlias and belp you . Cash 
in on your new varieties. 

The men who run them have for years given freely 
of their time, solely as a way to improve the quality of 
the new introductions. Nobody makes any profit out of 
the Trial Grnunds but the originators, whose new un­
dissern inatecl varieties, at least two years old, a re sent 
for testing. 

So if you have a new one or two, which you honestly 
believe to be better than any existing varieties in their 
classes, send them to the Trial Grounds in time. 

And if you would like your new ones to compete 
for the Derrill W. Hart Medal , send them to three of 
tl1e Trial Grounds li sted below. B11t 111 ost i111porta11t, 
please, enter them in all Trial Grounds under the same 
number. Then if you receive a certificate, send the 
name you have chosen for it immediately on receipt of 
notice of sco re, to each Trial Gro1111d to which you send 
it. 

T hi s is necessary so that essential records can be 
kept simultaneously at all Trial Grou nds and proper re­
ports made to the Derrill Hart Memorial Medal Com­
mittee which check scores to determine which varieties 
in each classification score highest in all three or four 
Trial Grounds, for best average scor e to determine win­
ner s in Derrill Hart Medal competition. 

THE FOUR OFFICIAL TRIAL GOUNDS 

Eastern.-Univer sity of Connecticut, Storrs, Conn. , 
Prof. Rowland Patch. 

Midwest-Michigan State College, East Lansing, 
Prof. C. E. Wildon. 

Ohio Valley-Cincinnati , Ohio, 0. W. Mills, 3628 
Kroger Ave. 

Jlf id-South-Fairmont Teachers College, Fairmont, 
W. Va., Dean Oliver Shurtleff. 

LYNN B. DUDLEY, 
Chairman Trial and Test Garden Committee. 

SUGGESTION 
A few new dahlias wi ll "pep up" that 

ol' garden of yours. A better garden 
w i11 pep you up too. 

BUT, most new dahlia need a lot of 
extra care. ow that you are working 
beyond your normal capac ity, you 
won't ''fee l like" pamp ring your 
dahlias after a hard day's work is fin­
ished. Ever try our plants? They 
need less attention and give greater 
enjoyment. 

Better lay the fo undati on for that 
"satisfied fee ling" by sending for our 
DAHLIA BLUE BOOK today. It is 
full of useful information, and in it are 
li sted most of the "great'' dahlia. of 
today. You' ll want to keep it for ref­
erence. A post card will bring yon a 
copy free. 

Rocky River Dahlia Gardens 
19111 Story Road, Rocky River, Ohio 

THE BULLETIN 
Integral Part of the A.D.S. 

The BuLL[TIN has been- omcwhat appropriately­
call ecl the blood stream of the American Dahlia Society 
-the tie that binds us as members to a commo11 cause. 

Its importance was recogni zed by the organizers and 
charter member wl10 made sacrifi ces in order that it 
might be published regularly. 

Today thousands eagerl y a\\'ait it receipt e\·ery 
quarter. 

Perhaps you would like to know something about 
how it is planned and prepared. 

F irst and fo remost, it is under the capable clircctio11 
of President E el. B. Lloyd, and it reflects hi s purpus · 
fo r the advancement of the Dahlia and the Sucietv. The 
Editor is appointed by the Executive Commi ttee ancl 
serves without compensation on a voluntary basis- like­
wise the associate E'clitors contribute in the same category. 

Each issue is planned many months in advance. )-lore 
mate rial is always prepared than actually used since we 
are governed largely by the amount of adver tis ing the 
particular issue carri es. 

Unfortunately, commercial Dahlia growers are not a 
a rule good business men-they are not trained to the 
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value of continued good advertising-hence they do not 
use B LLETIN space as much as would prove wise. It 
is obvious that our regular adverti sers soon become the 
leader in the Dahlia indu try. Each issue of the 
Buu.ETI N is read by a certain number of new fans yet 
how few commercial growe rs cater to th eir favo r! No 
commercial grower houlcl fa il to have his name before 
the member hip of the A.D.S. in every is ue of the 
B LLETI N. None can afford to be without this repre­
sentat ion- particularly in view of the fact that a matter 
of $16 per year would provide a 1-inch ad in each and 
every issue ! A nd yet how few take aclvantag of the 
opportunity. 

The editorial matter is prepared ·with the viewpoint of 
intere t to the g reatest number of reade1-s a nd does 11ot 
favo r one section over anoth r. 

Each issue conta in cultural info rmation p rtinent to 
the eason. 

Your Editor p nd many hours and is enrrao-ecl in 
voluminous corre pondence month before publi hin<Y 
date. 

H wev r , we must rememb r that our w1-iter con­
tributor a nd our adv rtiscrs a re not paid employees 
and whil we fo ll w up and urge cooperat ion as to 
publi sh on time, it i · v ry li flicult for all to line up. 

This current is ue wa prepared by our printer for 
issu t h first day in :May, but five or six items not 
rec iv cl on tim , h Id us back twelve day ! 

O rdina ril y the av rage magazine . et a dead line and 
goes to pre. s on that date. H wever, in our case fre­
quently everal of our large t advertiser ar late w ith 
their opy. \ V re w to clo e without it, it w uld b 
nee ssary to clelet much valuable editorial copy, thereby 
g reatl y reducing the effectiv ness of the BULU:TTN. 

Fortunately we have a fir st clas. print r and a ve1-y 
efficient mailing house . \Vhen the rrreen li ght i flashed 
th y get the i. ue into th mail mighty quickly. 

Uncle am's maiL are heavil y congest cl and non-
d !iv ries are on t h increa . \\'e ask the . ecretarie 
to notify us if any m mber ,,·ho is entitl ed to r ceive the 
Bvu.ETTN do s not get hi copy in clue time. We ch ck 
our mailing list for additiow and correction t\:vice 
weekly so as to aYoid as far as humanly po . ible error_ 
whi ch- might au c incrnw ni nee and delay. 

• 
"I'T. PL 'TI G TIME, 0 ! " 

( Co11ti1111cd fro111 j>ayc -+) 

pinch 1.hc tops out of 1.he. c early, in fact . evcral times. 
] hop ' your . cc:cl lings are up. I wrote a Dahlia guy 

you know and asked him to gr l \\. a couple of hundred 
. eed lings in hi s greenhou. and deliver them to you. 
Thev ·hould l e rcaclv to set out about Jun Lt. .-\nd 
son,-I want yuu to \~·atch tho.e v ry carefull y. It \\a 
from simil ar se ·cl that I gut t hos last two I intrncluced 
ancl on' of whi ·h was nan~ccl for your · ist r, rememl er 
it? 

If then: arc any real swel l ones in 1.his lot, t h y ar 
your property. if you think th •y are hetter than any 
others which approach them in color and ·ize, . end them 
t< the .:\.D .. Trial ,rounds after the ecuncl year and 
sc if you can get a ce rtificate of merit. If you do 
they will be worth, no, I won't say exactly they \\'ill 
be worth it, but y u an °et at least $10 1)e r root in 
that e\'Cnt. 

Don't forget to pray th plant as often a you can. 

-'-'SHANGRl-LA" 
The Dahlia with a glorious future 

A striking ly beautiful yellow dahlia deeper in 
color than "Lord of A utumn", 1-i cher a nd more 
brilliant. Formal Decorative type with plenty 
of 611 x 311 blooms poised beautifully on strai ght , 
stiff wiry stems. Arti tic holl y g reen heavy, 
insect resisting foliage. In actual te ts 
"Shangri-La" kept equall y as well a "Jersey 
Beauty" and "Michigan White." Cut blooms 
positively will not shatte r. Root production is 
good, wintering well and propagating very 
easil y. "Shangri-La" was enthusiastically re­
ceived at the New York cut fl ower market, 
the mo t critical market in the world, where 
it wa much sought after by leading ew York 
F lorists. An Honor Roll Dahlia that won in 
the New York A.D. . Show a nd t he Rockville 
Centre Dahlia Show. Because of the insistence 
of sev ral American Dahlia Society official s we 
are releasing "S hang ri -La" this year. 

Root $10.00 Plant $3.50 

THE RAINBOW GARDENS 
(.JAlllER Bl.'RNS) 

8 Prospect St. • · - Baldwin, N. Y. 
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Use what is lef t of the Dorris root (Rotenone) spray. 
T hen get any 0 ·ood commer cial spray fo 1- leaf 11oppers 
and aphi . I don't think you'll be able to get any m ore 
Rotenone until after the war, as it is now 1-e trictecl for 
sale to farm r. and only for th1-ee type. of crop . But 
pray a much as you need to, to k ep the hung ry in­
ects off. 

\ V cJJ son, I better io-n off 'cause I've got to roll out 
ab ut daylight tomorrow morning. Probably I've 
mi eel om thing I hould hav tol 1 you, but I ' ll cover 
some more clo's and clon'ts in my next mi il e, if I 'm 
st ill around . 

Bye on, go cl Dahlias. 
DAD ATURE. 

• 
Growing Pompon and Miniature 

for Exhibition 
T he real ecret of ability to win in tiff competition 
to have a o·oodly number of blossom to choo e fr m. 
Porns a nd 1[iniature may be planted b for e Decora-

tion Day. Plan or roots should be two and a half f et 
apart. good soil and only a small quantity of 
f rtilizer. 

\Vhen the plant are a f ot high, pinch out the top 
and pinch ao·ain about July 1 t. Then, a buds form, let 
them bloom a long from about Aurru t 1 t on. 

By mid- 1itc111ber you will l1ave la rge bushes each 
containing many blooms of o-reater unif rmity. 

A. partia ll y shaded location will u ually produce longer 
terns and better color. 
In selecting Exhibition pecimens, perfection and uni­

formity in ize and color are to be de ired. 
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Western P enna. Branch 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

Our regular November meeting was held the 19th at 
the Garden Center , in Schenley Park, Pittsburgh, with 
a fine attendance. Mr. L. D. H islop was added to our 
list of office rs as 2nd vice-president. Tvvo five-minute 
talks were given by our own members: one by our 
president, Mr. A. G. Banks, on "New Dahlia Introduc­
t ions" and one on "Making Cuttings at Horne," by Mr. 
G. E. Heil. After a lively question and answer period 
among the members we had a splendid illustrated nature 
talk by M r. P hillip \ i\Talker, naturali st at River View 
Park, Pittsburgh. In sp ite of rationing, the ladies 
served coffee and cake to top off a most enj oyable and 
instructive evening. 

Weather, distances, rubber conservation ,and gasoline 
rationing all considered, we substituted a "News Letter" 
to our members, for our regular January meeting. It 
read as follows : 

Western Penna. Branch 
AMERICAN DAHLIA SOCIETY 

February 15, 1943. 
Dear Me mbers: 

ln these war t imes difficult situations arise and we m ustn't 
let them get us dow n. Gaso li ne and weather being in the state 
t hey a re, t he Executive Comm it tee decided a January meeting 
wou ld be inadvisable, s o we' ll just settle clown in a comfortable 
cha ir at home close to a radiator or fire and p retend we're at 
a Dahli;i meeting. 

Perhaps some of you were not ab le to get out to the Octo ber 
and Nove mber meetings. Too bad, for they were both interestin g. 
The officers elected at the October meeting fo1· the com in g year 
were: Pres. Arthur G. Banks; 1st V ice-Pres. Henry Retzer; 
2nd V ice-Pres., L. D. H is lo p ; Treasurer, R. D. Motznik; Secre­
tary, Mrs. L. D . Hislop. Board Member s: Mrs. C. E . Stoner, 
F . E. Kording, C . R. Isher wood and J. G. Ba1-ry. 

In Novembe r , short talks we1·e g iven by ou r ow n membe rs on 
Dahlia sub jects, followed by a deli g htful co lored illustrated nature 
ta lk by Mr. P hilip Walker. War or no war, coffee with sugar, 
and cake with frosting were se rv ed. 

We nrnst not forget our Dahlias. Catalogu es are beginning to 
come in al ready. l t is best- for full enj oyment when reading 
t hem not to look out the window, but se lect a cosy s pot where 
you' ll be nice mid warm. ]\{aybe you 'll want to tr y some n ew 
intl"ocl uctions or some you saw at the show. 

Does your patch need more variety in s ize or co lo1·? It does 
no harm to think about it now eve n if the thermometer is at 
zero. Perhaps you feel somewhat as the small child in the fo llow­
ing poem: 

"The snow clings to my mittens, 
1t will not brush away-

I t stiffe ns up my wooly coat 
And makes it hard to play. 

My leggings a re all covered 
·with st icky flakes of snow; 

I'm not so very comfy, 
1f you would like to know. 

Just wh e re I am now standing 
A garden blooms in spring, 

With crocuses and tulips 
Ancl eve1·y sort of thing. 

I wondered if the flowers, 
Who cannot wa lk or see, 

Are all stuck up together, 
And feel as mad as me !" 

It's remarkable how diffe1·ent a ga1·den can loo k in summer 
and in wintei-. 

Jt wouldn't he a had idea to poke an investigating finger into 
the packing in which you 've s to red your tubers, just to see if 
they feel firm a nd sm octh. Any decayed or bad ly dried out 
tubers should be take n care of. Cut out the decayed tubers and 
s pri11kle a littl e water on the dried up one . They ma y plump 
up if not too far gone. 

Perhaps the decay is clue to poor circula tion of air or ventil a· 
tion in yo ur storage place. It's a good idea to figur e out your 
s pace- look over your s tock and see if you have the makings of 
a we ll balanced patch as to size, color and variety. You may 
need to order so me new Dahlias or r epl ace favorites you've lost. 

H yo u plan to grow from seed, it is time to o rder l1ow and 
be s ure to get them from some reputable dealer. There a 1·e two 
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kinds of Dahli as grown from seed : "Unwin Hybrids", often re­
ferred to as •·annual" D a hlias, which produce innumerable blooms 
of litt le o r no last in g value, or the ot her type, representin g the 
results and effo.-ts, by hybr idizers, to develop new worthwhile 
Dah li as; here's another suggest ion: sharpen up on your tools­
a dull cuttin g knife o r spade a ren 't much good. 

Don't forget yo ur fellow Dahlia enthusiasts or yo ur Dahli a 
Soc iety. 

"S ince you have ali eady grow n Dahlias, just keep it up- the 
Dahlia. is a flower you can brag about." 

EL[ZABETH H1 LOP, 
Secretary. 

At our last meeti ng, held at the Garden Center in 
Schenley Park, Pittsburgh, on April 1st, no foolin', we 
carefull y went over a li st of new Dahlia introductions 
compiled by our president, Mr. A. G. Banks, g iving all 
the details clear to a Dahlia grower's hea1·t, about each 
Dahlia. A ve ry practical talk on "Soils and Soil Con­
ditioning," was given by Mr. ]. R. Stech, Naturalist, 
Bureau of Parks, Pittsburgh. After the long winter it 
was good to get together again and we had a good at­
tendance and a sociable period over refreshments after 
adjourning. 

• 
ELIZABETH F. HISLOP, 

P 11 blicity Chainnan. 

Care m Handling Plant and Cutting 
Shipments 

Commercial growers exercise much care in packing 
to insure arrival in good condition. 

Examine the box and ascertain where the final closing 
aperture is and open at that point. Then clip any strings 
or thread which may have been used to hold individual 
plants tightly in place. Remove ca refull y each plant. 
Give the plant wate r and place in shaded place, away 
from draught or wind. 

Plant in the evening. If you have time to give your 
plants a littl e extra attention, place a peach basket over 
each plant during the hot sun and remove in the late 
afternoon. After three clays the baskets may be removed 
entirely. 

• 
Northeastern Pennsylvania Dahlia Society plant Nay 

Aug Park Dahlias as a Society activity. T he seedling 
section is supplied an nually by our commerc ial frie nds. 
If you wish to add, send three (3) of any variety, seed­
ling or disseminated. S hip stock to Earl Holmes, Chair­
man, Park Commission, 1121 St. A nn Street, Scranton, 
Pa. 

$2.00 
SPECIAL OFFER 

Your choice of any two plants for only 
$2.00, or all four plants for $3. 75. 

Top Flight-S.C.-Crimson Red _____ .... $2.00 
Clara E. Peth-S.C.-Pink-White........ 1.50 
Enchantress-S.C.-Orange Buff __ ________ 1.50 
Larly in Red-S.C.-Scarlet Red ·-------·- 1.50 

ORDER NOW 

Geneva Dahlia Gardens, Geneva, O. 
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Dahlia Society of New J er sey 
We a re faced with the ad news t hat P res ident Ray 

Smith is reported " missing in act ion" since February. 
I t is di fficult fo r us to reali ze that Ray Smith will no 

longer be w ith us. And the manner of hi s taking makes 
it more diffi cul t. W hen a per son approache a " natural" 
death , he at lea t has had some chance to fight it o ff . 
B ut to be struck clown as w ith a k nife t hrust in the 
back in the da rk, w ithout warning, with no chance fo r 
succor-this brings home to u s more clearly the hor rors 
of a ruthl ess war. 

Ray was a reticent chap, almo t pa infull y ina rticula te, 
except on the subj ect of Dahlias. W hen di scussing these, 
he w ulcl warm up. As one of the young·er generation 
coming along, he a nd we were just beginning to reali ze 
h is capabil ities. He had uccessfully run t he exhibition 
of the Dahlia Society of New J ersey in 1941 and was 
elected president fo r 1942. He directed the how of 
t hat society in 1942, a nd wa reel cted pr sici ent fo r 
1942, even though hi s a pproaching absence made it ap­
parent that he mi ght not be abl e to complete the term 
ac ti vely. He rendered valiant ervic in t aging the ex­
hi biti on of th A merican Dahli a Society in 1942 a nd o·ave 
promi e of being able to take over the show management 
in a few year . 

As hi s wn bus in s wa fi r t curta iled and then elimi­
nated throu o-h the nece sity of war-time restri ct ions upon 
mat r ials, he saw an opport unity to serve his countr y 
in a civilian capacity a nd was on hi s way to his post 
uf duty when hi hip was to rpedoed and sunk. T hus 
t he t ragedy of war c me home to u . 

o Ray Smith is gone from among us. We may be 
since he t rove fo r beauty on earth, that where 
is beauty. A nd if it was to 1 e that he would have 
back to us, he would be looking 1 >r Dahlias. So 

I t u , in m mory of him, keep a live the Dahlia, to the 
nd t hat other s, perha ps more fo rtunate tha n he, will find 

u p n their r t urn that we have not let them down , that 
we have, a mid all the turmoil brou ht about by war, 
main tai ne l that beauty in our ga rd en t hat is inspiring 
to u_ and that has become part of our norn1al live . L et 
them com back fr m th rdiclne s of war to a beauty 
that is not an expre sion of apa thy but :i a ignifi cant 
ex mpli ficatiun of our need of flowe rs for compl et nes 
of liv ing. 

* * * * * 
T he da te of th Dahli a Su iety of New J er. ey's annual 

xhil it ion has be 11 hange l to avoid a conAict in dates 
with the Kearn ey & Arlington Gard en lub, from atur­
day, September 18th , tu Sat 11rday, Sc ptc 111 bcr 111/r , at 
th Ga rfie ld chool, Kearn ey, . ]. Let u . a ll coopera te 
to ma ke t hi . , and every how, a t r ibute and a memorial 
tu Ray Smith. • 

WILLIAM H. ru IEVILLER 
(Co 11t i1111 cd jn)IJ1 paf/C 8) 

\ illiam H . l'\ unevill cr was born in a leni, New J er ­
-ey, 1far h S, 1876. In Salem h lived hi. lite. His 
first bu iness was ice. In 1923 he and his b rother 
J o eph enter cl the Dahlia bu · iness. T hi partner hip 
was later dis. olved, J oe takin o- the name American 
Dahlia Farm , Bill r eta ining alem Dahlia Gardens. Bill 
has one daughter, ~fr . Mildred \\r eisgerber. In Salem, 
Bill died February 8, 1943. 

M ORGAN T. RILE Y . 

FRANCES D EWEY 
A Tooker Originati on 

O UR NEW 1043 I NTROD UC'l'ION 

The Dahlia you have b een waiting for! 
A 1 4-" x 9" , 'c a rll' t R ed. semi-cactus D a hlia. Grows 

on fin e s t em H, with flower s bo-th toJ) a nd fa c ing. 
PJ,ANT S O N LY-l Plant $10.00-2 Pfonts !j;li>.00 n e t 

EDITH WILLKIE 
A Tooker Origination 

T h e greatest white. Dahlia, o.f all time. U nclcfcatell 
in 3 years of the toughest comrH~tition. A pure white 
semi-c a ctus Dahli~t whic h grew 14" x 10" in our gar­
llcn !l thi s year. 

F i:ne dh·is ion R-$5.00 ea.ch; 4 green pla nts $5.00; 2 

I 
gre en plants $ 3 .00 ; 1 gre-en pla nt $ 2.00. 
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A :XN E TOOK E R 

lli11:=::l::O::O::\::'::' i::n::d::so::r=A::'::'e::n::u::e::, ::R::o::c<::~ k::v::il::l::e ::C::<>::n::t::r::e ,=N::.::Y=. ::::llill 
San Leandro 

The San Leandro Dahlia Society will hold their An­
nual S how on Saturday and Sunday, A ugust 28th a nd 
29th. 

T he Society held its election of officers on January 
12th a nd the fo llowing a r e the offi cers fo r 1943: 

Pre ident, P aul vV. B rannon ; fir st vice-president, 
F . Zell ; second v ice-president M r s. J. Parle; directors : 
A . A rbini , J. F . Groves, Stanl ey A llen, T. L. Sj oberg, 
Al. Nashma n, Chas. Perry ; secreta ry and trea urer , 

has. Garrity. 
Our Society is in a flourishing position and it w as 

decided to offer pri zes fo r coll ections of vegetables g row n 
in Victory Gardens. Classe fo r children as well as 
grown ups. The K iwani Club is sponsorin g the Boy 
Scouts in their V ictory Gardens . 

T h sec retary read a letter from Lt.-Col. N. W. A rm­
strong, somewhere in Great B ritain, in which he men­
tioned the gardens of E ngland, a nd it wa the opini on 
of all th e members that we should name him our Inter­
nat iona l R epre entati ve. T he city of San Leand ro, 
known as th e City of Sun hine and F lowers, is now 
well 0 11 its way to become the ity of Vegetabl es, as 
the whole city r ecently turned out at a meeting of the 
Home Food P roducti on, -v hich the city is backing, as 
well as the Chamber of Comm r ce. 

In the BULLETT fo r November I was inter e ted in 
th e a rt icl e, "Save the Root Crop." I am of the opinion 
that it would be a gr a t idea to be able to send our 
root to our Dahli a-loving fri ends "O ver There." 

In storing my r oots, I have found that to cover them 
with new. papers helps to preserve them, and, if there is 
a tendency fo r them to hrivel I place a container of 
water in the cella r or shed where t11ey are stor ed. I also, 
when di gging, leave about 9 inches of stem, then when 
they dry a bit I cut it down to 3 inches and turn the 
roots up icle clown. This, in my opinion, all ows the 
water to come from the hollow st em which , if a llowed to 
rema in, would set up the s tem r ot. I have frequently 
found that the eyes have rotted when not turned upside 
down. Of coui·se I am r eferring to our Califo rnia cli­
mate, but I think thi s system will answer anywhere. 
I hope this may help some of our newcomer s. 

Yours fo r better and more Dahlias. 
C H AS. GARRITY. 
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Portland Dahlia Society 
Thank God for the Dahlia. Just a w e bit of retro­

spect ion. A year without a parallel in the his tory of 
our country has just ran it course ; a year filled with 
heartaches and di.ar pointrnent , one in wh ich we took 
our des tined place in the great truggle for freedom and 
seen our loved ones go forth perhaps never to return. A 
year of enlightenment as we w ho stay at home take our 
place in the defense 1 ines and begin to learn what war 
really means in terms of manpower, taxation and shortly 
the deprivation s which a rationed food upply is bound 
to bring. Rationed gasoline and rubber have eliminated 
most of the forms of relaxation to which we are accus­
tomed. Recently a lady who has always been an "at­
tend er" was a keel why she never came out any more. 
S he literally th rew up he1· hands and said all she cou ld 
think of nowadays was th war. Doe she take an 
active part in Reel Cross and like activities? No. Does 
she rais flower and Dahlias? Again no. As I look 
over the people I know I find the ones who rai se flow ers 
and, of course, Dahlias, are not only taking an active 
part in all defense work (not cons id reel in terms of 
dollars) but are approachin g their tasks with an equa­
nimity, a frcs hn es f body, s pirit and mind that is ut­
terly lacking in those who can "think of nothing but 
wa1·." To the man or woman who comes home from a 
long, hard clay in the defense plant, there i a wealth 0£ 
beauty, dignified stateliness and withall strength in hi 
"Dahlia patch" that cannot help but refres h him mentally, 
physica ll y and spi.-itua lly. So, agai n, I ay, "Thank 
Goel fo r the Dahlia." 

I referred to di sappointme nts. The Dahlia growe r on the \Vest 
Coast ha s had his sha1·e the pas t winter. After ra ising what 
was probably the finest c rop of roots grow n in man y years we 
had the worst rain s 011 record here. Not that they were so un ­
usual.ly heavy, but were . so inces!mnt that the g round remained 
saturated at all tim es. lt was imposs ible for many to di g their 
roots eve n if help had been available, and man y los t their entire 
plantings. This includes both amateur and commercia l growers. 
But tlo you see them throwing up thei1· hands and c1uitting? Not 
so you cou ld notice. Quitting is a vice unknown amon g rea l 
clyecl-i11-the-wool Dahlia fans. Thi s sp irit is reflected in our 
Society. Regular monthl y meetings are being held as us ual with 
a good attenda nce, e\·en if we do ha ve to take the hu s instead of 
ou r ca rs and out of t wn members even have to s tay over night 
to attend. 'Ne even get so interes ted in compa 1·in g notes and 
di sc ussin g the new va1·ieties we are going to get to 1·eplace tho e 
lost, that it takes a st ri ct disciplinarian to get us settled down 
sufficiently to transact the routine bus iness of th e evening. All 
a1· go ing in heavy for Victory ;anlens, but the Dahlia is a 
" must" with all of u -. 

Perhaps our loss is a blessing in di sgui se. Our President, 
P. F. K e rshi sn ik (K for short). is a nut on disease 1·ecognition 
ancl e radication. H e can talk the hind leg off a mule on that 
s nbj cct and make it interesting. Jn fact he has got the re st of 
ns as nutty as he is . The State Horticultural [nspectors and th e 
Hesearch Department of the Oregon Agricultural Coll ege are co­
operating with us in this wo1·k and we hope eventu all y to make 
this section of the country famous for its disease-free stock. 
And 1 mean disease free. I have vi sited plantings where the 
grower bragged that hi s planting was such and really fe lt l 
shonl<l visit a fumigating plant before venturing into my patc h 
again. Even wit11 consistent heavy roguing t here a re always 
a few old standhys that we fee l we must keep a plant of. \Veil, 
they are gone now and our consciences are clear. 

Plans for our annual fall s how are already under way. The 
date i. not definitely decided but we expect to hold it the latte r 
p:u·t of September. Tt may not he quite as extensive as usual, 
gas and tire rntioning prohibits that, but anything that is lacking 
in size will he mo1·e than made up by the quality of the exhibits. 
Many of our commercial growe r s are in the service and lack 
of help and transportation will prevent those remai nin g from 
putting on their usual large displays. 

Our monthly meetings are fully up to the standard set by our 
P1·eside11t the past two years. This is his third term . We won't 
let him resign. The January meeting was dev(ltecl to a discus­
sion of Dahlia storage. G. A. Westgate, o ne of our pioneer 
growei·s of exhibition stock, was the principal speaker of the eve· 
ning, hi s talk being followed hy a round table discussion of in­
cliviclual methods and their s ucc ess (or failure). 
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The meeting on February S featured Dean 'ollins, the gen ial 
editor of the Orego n J ournal Garden Section, in a talk on 
"'l'lowe1·s in the Victory Garden." He urged the membe r s to 
save at least a skeleton stock of their choice bulbs and o rn a­
mental s as these wi ll be n eede l when th e wae is over and 
peop le ~gain turn their a ttenti on to bea uty in the ga rd e!l. H e 
strcs ed the care of ga rde n tools and asked a ll to be par ticul a rl y 
ca ref ul not to waste any seed. D ea n Co llin ha a n inimitable 
war of presenting· homely truths and hi s statem ent that our 
soldi e1· boys are all thinkin g of th e i1· homes as they were when 
they le ft , gave us all a new ince ntive to kee p ou1· garde ns 
beautiful. 

']' he l\ l a rch Sth meeti ng was devo ted principally .to .a disc uss ion 
cf fertilize1·s, with Mr. R. \'. S leeman as the principal speake1·. 
He r emind ed us that with both nitr ge n and potash a llocated to 
the manufacturers of wa1· mate ri a ls, we were go ing to have to 
depend on ma nures, and cove 1· crops to prov id e thi s. impor tant 
item. He speciall y ca ll ed our atte nti on to the question of th ·'.! 
aciclity 01· alkalinity of our soil s as regardless of the f ~o~ l ele­
ments in the g round , if th e gro und does not have th e ac 1cl1 ~y. or 
alkaline 1·eaction necessa ry to th e particula1· plants we are rat 1n g. 
they ar not ahle to ass imilate the food that is there. 

The Apri l 12th 111 et ing will feature th e annua l sa le .of bulb 
hr the society. l\[ernbers bring s urplu s bulbs of the ir be tter 
varieties and these are a uction ed off either as s ingle roots or 
as collecti ons, acco rdin g to the desire of the bidders. 

The Grim Reape r has again vis ited our ranks . J\t th ~ turn pf 
the yea 1· ou r genial treasurer, F. S. Gannett, lost hi s wife, whtl e 
the snows of mid-Janua ry saw the pass in g of one of our oldest 
and best beloved membe t·s, Mrs. l\'I. Tarditi, mother of our as­
s istant sec retar v Ernestine Tard iti. fr s. Tar liti was never so 
happy as w he1i' workin g in he 1· Dahlias ~nd w are go i;i g to 
mi s her gentle smile at our monthl y meeti ngs. She .cu\!111nated 
her years of exhibitin g in the amateur class hy wtnntng the 
Sweepstake orize at the 1942 Show. 

• 
Stem Rot-What Will We Do About It? 
From a ll part of the country come reports of ex­

cessive loss of root tock this winter clue t o stem r ot. 
Even new introductions, th e stock of which is watched 

with especial care, has been hard hit thi year and sa les 
have had to be cancelled due to inability to fill t he 
orders. 

Small amateur in a number of cases have r eported 
complete loss cau ing discouragement indeed. 

Your Editor be! ieve that no other problem confronts 
the Dahlia industry a a whole with the serious aspect 
as stem rot. 

Means must be fou nd to m1111mize or eliminate thi 
scourge unles serious inroad to the progress of grow­
ing Dahlias are to be encounte1·ed. 

It is most natura l for a flower lover to become im­
bued with the Dahlia bug. 

And usually there is little hesitancy in buying fairly 
expensive varieties. 

By foll owing cultural directions carefully, results in 
growing are usually good. 

Then comes the thrill of cligo·ing- rich dividends from 
the investment- roots which if wintered succe s£ully 
would be worth more than the purchase price. 

A few weeks afte r the clumps are placed into winter 
storage the dreaded stem rot commences. 

More experienced growe rs watch their stock at regular 
intervals and cut clown the loss percentag . 

What is stem rot? 
How may it be avoided? 
Can it be eliminated? 
These are questions we must find answer for and 

that right soon. 
The A.D.S. does not have the sizable funds necessarv 

to defray investigation by plant research specialists. Ou~­
commercial growers are not organized to do a co-opera­
tive job-yet it is decidedly in the interest of these that 
suitable solution be found. 
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Have We Access To the Right Kinds 
of Dahlias? 

T he foll owi ng remarks ar e prompted by the con­
tributions of Bruce Collins a nd Charles Ga rrity in re­
cent iss ues of the ButLETrN. 

With ome of their conclusions I agree, but others are 
in err r a nd _how a lack of perspective. 

B ri eAy tated, t hey make a plea for cut fl ower Dahlias, 
a nd , \\'hil e t hey do not condemn t he growi ng of very 
large fl owered Yari ties, they believe that these can onl y 
be oTow n sat isfacto ril y under cloth to obtain the r suits 
see n at t h vari ou . hows. A lso it seems, though not 
defi ni te ly stated, t hey do not approve of the la rge num­
ber f new va ri et ies \\'bich the g rowers trv to fo ist on 
t he public at ridiculou. ly high prices. -

Let m take the first it m-a pl ea for m re attention 
the production of cut Hower varieties. Here the 

gro\\'er is hardly at fau lt as there a re score of moderate 
sized Howe1· varietie. on the market, so much so, t hat 
even if a new one clu •s not make its appearance fo r a n­
other g;cnerat inn there w ill he a Jarg·c number f ex­
quis it . ubj ects from wh ich to choose. I am r eminded 
of a little story t hat emphasizes what I want to bring 
home. .-\ newly wed bride c >tnplained to her grocer 
about the flour he had . old her. "It was tough," she 
sa id. "Tough, madam," said the grocer. ' 'Yes ," . aid 
Mrs. ?\. \ \' . haughtily, "I made a pie with it and it wa. 
.o toug-h my husband cou ld not eat it." ?\Jany of us 
in the Dahlia \\'oriel are li ke 1frs. N . \\. \ Ve blame 
the introclucers, but do not see that we arc at fa ult for 
not round ing up what we want when it is there 1n 
a bunda nce. 

Now to take the second point. I do not concede for 
a moment that the large fl( \\·creel varieties can he grown 
to perfection only nncler cloth, nor do I believe t hat 
any larg percentage of ru11 of th mill x hibito r. use 
t his material. :\t our o\\·n t. Loui . how we u . ua ll y 
hav exq ui site hl o{)ms, carefull y grown, a nd well ex·­
hibitccl, large varieties and sma ll orn:s, new a nd lei , yet 
there is not nne exhibitor \\'ho grows under a cloth h ous~ . 
\ Ve have in thi s Society a number of crazy nuts who 
think of lit t le else hut 1 ah lias, and g"iYe a ll t hei1- spa re 
t ime tn prucluci11g marvelous flowers, in a climate t hat 
i. 1>erhaps t he wurst in the co un try for Dahlia c ulture. 
I have also seen. a11cl grown, these hig unes i11 th ' orien 
fie ld , where they haw not been subjected tn any par­
t icul ar care, produce blooms as exquisite as a ny that have 
been speciall y eared ior. To 1iruclucc Dahlias with t h 
same t.•ase as zinnias. Jrnwe,·ei-, is impossible. It is a 
sp c ia li s t' s Hower and requires atte11tion . One reason 
the awragt.• backyard grower fa il s is that he dumps his 
plants into gTutlllcl permeated with t ree roots. Thi . is 
the greatest source of fai lu re with the backyard o-row er. 

N >hucly, outs ide a madlmuse, would h<l\·e the desire, 
or 11 ·eel , to purchase any hut a very small fraction of 
the new Dahlias each seaso11. Ii he needs a ny at a ll, 
hO\\"C'\·e r, he should u. c judgment a nd discrimination, 
and r ead between the lines. For instance, we e such 
a . tatement as this-" ·ometimes the size of the flow ... r 
make it so heavy that the tern will not alway. r emain 
upri ght." ure1v this mea n that the varietv ha - a 
weak tern, and - if it will not ·upport its AO\~·e r it is 
worthle s. Then descriptions of color and form, show-
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ing more or les duplications of other variet ies, coul d 
readily bar them from purchase. It is not possible to 
obta in something different so easily. 

A recent BULLETIN gave th e name of 65 new varieties. 
How many of them are outstanding acquisitions? The 
time has come when the rai ser must realize that he h as 
killed the goose that lays th e golden eggs. It i much 
to be doubted whether any among ha lf th e introduction 
will be orcl red, and the proportion may well be much 
lower. M u ch of the stock of new variet ies passes from 
g rower to g rowe r by exchange, and is sent out, fo r a 
year or two after , a t reduced price ·. This I know from 
actua l expe rience. It adj us t s itself in time, as the 
rnaj ority of these hig h priced wonders are soon clown 
and out. 

Honor Rolls as publi shed, a t present, a r e not like the 
one so painstakingly compil ed by the la te Derrill Hart. 
Not onl y did he o-ive the best novel ties each yea r , but 
he told of the subseq uent performances of their prede­
cessors. T he awards of merit of the Dahlia Soc iety 
would be good indications of the value of a variety, if, 
before being offe red to the public, it was subj ected to 
tria l, which woul l, of cour e, not always be possible. 
A lso all varieties could not be exhibited at the National 
Show, but the fact that no variety hown at the las t 
Exhibiti on was deemed to be worthv of the A m erica n 
Horne L chi evement Medal, points the way the wind 
blO\VS. 

I believe a Dahlia should be grow n, not fo r its size 
only, but for its beauty a lso. variety producing 8-inch 
flowers, with beauty, poise and substance, i th e eq ual of 
one- half a la rge aga in. \ i\/hil e personally I like th em 
big, the mailer ones are more u eful in my cut hl oom 
trade, though I have many customers who will a lways 
buy the la ro-e flowers. 

Bruce ollin writes of the prnduction, each year , of 
eedli1w , a n l infe r s that many of these are uch that 

mo t backyard amateurs will 1·ave about them, even if 
they only prod uce 8 o r 9-inch flower . This is true, 
a nd I ha ve, each year when ending out my g reen plant 
list, included a n odd one or two in this way. They 
a re r eadily bouo-ht, and g ive pl easure to m y customers. 
).fany of these varie ties a re equal to those advertised at 
hig h prices. 

I won ler how fa r your corresp nclents would agree 
with me that the fo llowinrr Dahlias, some of them purely 
cut fl ower var iet ies, are a mong the be t ever rai sed: 
Bette Davis, Brilliant Lady, Am lia Earhart, alifornia 
Idol, a rl Dahl, Chautauqua Dawn, Cherokee Brave, 
Di cove1-y, Frau Ida Mansfield, G illma n's Beauty, Good 
N ight, J ean T rimbee, Kentucky portsman, Lord o f 
Autumn, l'v( ichio·an \ Vhite, Milton J. Cross, Pink Giant, 
Rita vVells, Robert L. Ripley, Ruclolf s Giant, Sunrays, 
The Gov rnor , V irg inia Rute, Sonny Boy and \ \Taite's 
\Vhite Jersey's Beauty. one of these is very n ew. 

I am afraid this is p ushing my neck out! 

H. E.W. RD, 
\Vebster Groves, Mo. 

(Ward Horticultural Co.) 

• 
\Von't YOU patronize the courageous advertiser who 

have again upported this issue of the B ULLETIN? Say 
you saw it in the BULLETIN ! 
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Humus-Soil Builder 

Humus, which is decayed organic matter, is undoubt­
edly one Of the ma jor facto rs in the growing of plants. 
Humus is especially necessary where the soil micro­
organisms are plentiful and so active as to make ap­
plications of organic matters necessary. 

Many gardeners believe in the theory that manure 
is applied to the soil fo r its nutritive value. This idea 
is not correct fo r if it were, it would be a ve ry expen­
sive and inconvenient method of incorporating the nutri­
ents into the soi l. A compl ete fertilizer is less expen­
sive; it is applied with greater ease, and it supplies a 
greater quantity of plant nutrient to the so il. However 
it is also wrong to believe that manure does not contain 
any nutrients, as it does. Nevertheless, the nutritive 
value is secondary to the colloidal a nd bacterial action 
of the manure. 

IMPROVES ACIDITY 

Soil reaction, or pH, is influenced by the amount of 
humus in the soil. This is particularly true because the 
pH is due to the relation of the bicarbonates to the 
carbonates. This means that in a very alkaline soil 
humus provided by decomposed peat, muck or manure 
will improve the pH value of the soil by making it a 
little more acid. 

One of the chief values of humus is its ability to 
improve the physical properties of the soil. Humus 
binds the particles of a sandy soil closer together, t hus 
reducing the rapid drainage and aeration; it spreads apart 
the fine particles of clay soil , wliich enlarges t11e pore 
spaces and improves drainage and aeration. A gardener's 
problems are much less difficult when the conditi ons of 
drainage and aeration are optimum. 

Soil chemi stry affects plant growth immensely, and 
the use of humus fo r the part it plays in soil chemistry 
is essential. Humus acts as a soil buffer or protector 
for plants. It keeps excess minerals and toxic ma­
terials from harming th e plant roots; in thi s case humus 
helps to make gardening more fool proof. Humus aids 
in making soil nutrients more readily available to the 
plant because of its production of organic acids and 
carbon dioxide. It is to be remembered, however, that 
the nutrients must be in the soil before 1mmus can do 
this work. 

TOO MUCH HARMFUL 

Because of the loose granular structure produced in a 
soil with adequate amounts of humus, and the texture 
of the particles of humus themselves , as oil has better 
absorption properties, and yet drains well. There is a 
closer relationship between soil air and soil water when 
the humus content is ri ght. Too much , of course, tends 
to hold water and the soi l takes on the properties of 
pure peat or muck. 

Organic materials such as manures of all types have 
very little plant food value. In fact, a good grade of 
cow manure contains only three-fourths of a unit of 
nitrogen, one-half unit avai lable phosphoric acid, one­
half unit of potash and practically no minor elements. 
Certainly the value of organic matter and humus does 
not lie in the amount of plant food it contains; it is 
valuable for its physical properties. 

Argonomists have proved many times that grass (as 
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well as many other plants) make its own humus when 
it is prope rl y and regularly fed. Every year about 15 
per cent by weight of these fine roots di e and remain in 
the soil to decompose and fo rm humus. Hum us added 
to the soil in this manner is automatically placed right 
where it is most needed. One needs only to think back 
to the early clays in conquering tl1e Wes tern plains to 
visualize the kind of a soil found with dense vigorous 
growing sod, soil s loaded with humus because of the 
root activity. This same condition can be seen even 
today when the sod along a fence row is plowed for 
the first time. 

• 
To a Hitler Victim On Christmas 

FEUD 
By Lew Sarr et 

Poor wayworn creattffe ! 0, sorely harried deer, 
What drove you, qu ivering like a poplar-blade 

To refuge with my herd ? What holds you here 
Within my meadow, broken and afraid? 

Tilting your no e to tainted air, you thrill 
And freeze to wailing wolves! Fear you the sound 

Of the coyotes eager fo r a tender kill ? 
Or yet the baying of the hunter 's hound ? 

Let fall your anguish, harried one, and rest; 
Bed yourself clown among your kin, my cattle; 

Sleep unperturbed, no spoiler shall molest 
You here this night, fo r I shall wage your battle. 

There was a clay when coyotes in a pack, 
Wolves of another hue, another breed, 

With lust upon their lips, set out to track 
Me clown and drop me for my outcast creed. 

0, hunted creature, once I knew the t hud 
Of padded feet that put you into flight, 

The bugle-cry, suffused with t hundering blood, 
That trembled in the brazen bell of night. 

I knew your frenzied rocky run, the burst 
Of lungs, the ri vers of fire in every vein; 

I knew your foaming lip, your boundless thirst, 
The rain of molten-hammering in your brain. 

Biele with me then, against the wo1ves' return, 
For I shall carry on the feud for you ; 

And it shall be, to me, of small concern 
If the wolf-hearts walk on four soft feet or two. 

Oh, let them come! And I shall burn their flanks 
And whistle molten silver through their rank 
With a blast of hell to encl their revelry 
Laughing-one round for you and one fo r me. 

• 
Order your stock as soon as possible. Most growers 

report excell ent quality in plant stock. 
Tell the Commercial Grower you saw it in the 

BULLETIN. Your support encourages him to advertise 
and you again benefit by having a better BULLETIN. 
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RUSCHMOHR INTRODUCTIONS 
FOR 1943 

IRENE DUNNE (Hall-Wells). Straight cactu s, rose pink, 8" to 9". Named in honor of Miss 
Irene Dunn e at Scranton, Pa .. w h er e it won the American Horne Achi eve111ent 11[edal. \Von as best 
Straight Ca·ctus Seed ling in Rockvi ll e Centre, N. Y. Considered best Straight Cactus Dahlia s ince 
Ambassador. 

WAAC (Crooks). Formal decorative. We believe this to be t he largest fo rmal decorative in com­
merce a nd one of the st rongest growe rs. B loom s cons istentl y, 11" to 12". Long stiff s tem s. P lants 
are insect resi:·tant. Colo r, pastel shades w ith creau1 ce nter and pink outer petals. A su r e winner 
in the blend class. 

ANGIE V. (Robinson). Formal decorative. T:lright scarlet in co lor, 811 to 9". fo rmin g a lmost a per­
fect ball. In sect res ista nt foliage; xce llcnt keeper w hen •cut. \ V inn er of A. D. S . bro nze m edal a nd 
Su nset :Magazine Go ld Medal at lnglcwood, Cal. in 1941. Best for.ma! decorative seecHin g in Roc k­
vi ll e Cen tre, N. Y., in l 942. 

Roots of the above, $15.00 each. Plants, $5.00 each. 
ANY THREE PLANTS FOR $12.50 . 

EDNA L. (Rev. Moyer) . lvfini atm c se mi-cactus of brig ht lavender. Excellent for a rJ"a11 gem ent and 
decorat ive yurposcs. \\!i nn er as miniature seedling in Scranton, Pa .. and RockYille Ceutre, N. Y. 

Roots, $3.00 Plants, $1.00 Three for $2.50 

OUR CATALOG, WITH FULL CULTIVATION INSTRUCTIONS AND COLLECTION BARGA INS, 
IS NOW AVAILABLE. A POSTAL CARD WILL BRING YOU A COPY 

RUSCHMOHR DAHLIA GABDENS - 38 VINCENT ST. 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, N. Y. 

OUR 1943 INTRODUCTIONS 

JOHN L. STEVENS (Li11k-l)re111icr). Jhi l­
li a nt scar l t a nd w hi te, Semi- 'actus to Cac­
tus. Bi-color. Winner at Passaic, N . .J . and 
Scra11to n, Jla., and on l\Ir. Dudley's Honor 
Roll. 

Root, $5.00 Plant, $1.50 

VIVACIOUS (Link-J remier). F. I. St1·ik­
in g sa lm o n-orange color, tipped \\'h ite. \\' in ­
ner a l 'cranlon, la. 

Root, $5.00 Plant, $1.50 

GLOWING BEAUTY (Link-Prem ier). A 
giant bright card in a l, Forma l to Informal 
Decorative. 

Root, $7.50 Plant, $2.50 

Also many Standard Varieties in Roots and 
Plants. Send for Folder. 

PREMIER DAHLIA GARDENS 
Columbia (Warren Co.), New Jersey 

GARDEN CHEMICALS 
,\leaflet intended as a guide for Amateurs 
- Pro f css ionals-ancl lJ obbyists anxious 
to employ Chemical s Ior the improvement 
0£ their ictory Gardens. 1t gives in 
simple language tests yo u can perform to 
determine the condition of your soil. Suc­
cess can only be achieved hy the proper 
use of j nst those elements embodied in 
Chemi cals· so essential to plant growth. 

Written by a chemist-'Lis FREE 

THE LEWIS COMPANY 
Since 1909 

CHEMICALS FOR HORTICULTURE 
Scicn ti fie and lndu~trial Chem.icals 

(f ron1 an ounce lo a carload) 

232 Canal Street, New York 

Phones: CA. 6-7573-4-5 

19 



on all flowers and every 
garden activity ~ 

KEEP POSTED 
on the trend of the times, new ideas in 
gardening, new varieties, styles, and all the 
latest pointers- by experts. 

Three outstanding authorities, Lynn B. 
Dudley, J. Louis Roberts and Col. Richard 
T. Eddy, report every December on the new Dahlias for the three lead­
ing sections of the United States. A succe sful and striking plan for 
the Dahlia Honor Roll! 

f!lead 

FLOWER GROWER 
THE HOME GARDENER'S MAGAZINE 

PAUL F. FRESE, Editor 

America's outstanding all-garden magazine. 
Subscription rate $2.00 per year. Sample 
copies sent free on request. 

write 

FLOWER GROWER 
NORTH BROADWAY ALBANY, N. Y. 

Dahlia Firms Write for Advertising Rates 
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