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Greetings to A. D. S. by Adolf Kruhm

Observations of Noted Horticultural Journalist

If the readers of the A. D. S. BuLLerin would be inter-
ested in these observations from a horticulturist and an
old friend of the A. D. S,, by all means use it in your
Society’s magazine. If ever there was a flower that be-
oets and fosters the garden hobby, it is the Dahlia. Hence
the Dahlia will continue to play an important part in the
job of making ours a greater land of better gardens.
With all the energy put forth by professionals and
amateurs alike, Dahlias will, no doubt, contribute further
to stimulate this nation’s interest in flowers.

For those of you who grow Dahlias to sell, I have a
twofold mcssngé. Part one is optimism as to the future
of your market. Part two I'd like to put in the form of
a \\"'.1ming, coupled with an expression of hope.

First of all, as to my optimism about the future of the
Dahlia and the market which this country affords. Some
months ago, as part of the service which the Crowell
Publishing Company renders the horticultural industry,

the Editorial Department of the Woman’s Home Com-
panion sent out a questionnaire to the reader-editors of
the magazine. The subject was leisure activities, and one
page was devoted to gardening as a hobby. Of a total
of 1,400 reader-editors covered by this questionnaire,
77% replied. This in itself is a remarkable demonstra-
tion of the hold which the garden idea is taking in
America.

Among other things we asked about the buying habits
of these reader-editors. We wanted to know where
they bought their seeds, whether they bought nationally
advertised brands, whether they patronized specialists or
bought at local stores. The outcome was most gratify-
ing from your standpoint as well.

These reader-editors of ours do not mind talking about
their hobby and they are proud that they do part or all
of their garden work. They are not even reluctant to

(Continued on page 56)

PROGRESS, I. D. l )
long and very stiff stems, 12 to 15 inches above the first set of leaves.
outer petals fall well back to the stem, giving the bloom great depth.

a large variety.
even in the hottest weather.

Our New Originations
for 1940

FLASH, a striking bi-color cactus has
an unusual formation and color effect.
Petals red tipped white are laciniated
to form “chicken feet” divisions, two
tips pointing in one direction, the third
in the opposite direction. It is an
early, continuous and prolific bloomer
of medium sized blooms, and a wonder-
ful keeper. Flash
Home Achievement
burg, the Leonard Barron Memorial
Trophy at New York and award of
merit at the Georgia Trials.

won the American
Medal at Pitts-

Root $15.00 Plant $7.50

An exhibition bloom of immense size and excellent quality, being carried on unusually

In color, it is rosy-mauve The
It is an excellent keeper for such

The bush is clean growing with leathery foliage, is a good bloomer and never stunts,
American Home Achievement Medal Winner at Baltimore.

Root $15.00 Plant $7.50

Stock can also be purchased from Glenden Dahlia Gardens, 230 N. Clayton Street, Wilmington, Delaware,

and B & B Gardens, Port Huron, Michigan.

SALEM DAHLIA GARDENS

SALEM, NEW JERSEY
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1940 RELEASES

NEW INTRODUCTIONS OF THE FAMOUS
“SOUTHERN STRAIN”, EACH WORTHY
OF YOUR CONSIDERATION

May Marion Dozier, I. D. A huge 11-14” clear yellow
on fine, long stems. Comes almost semi-cactus early
and very broad petaled later. Certificate of Merit at
Storrs, Conn., and East Lansing, Mich. Honor roll.
Roots only, $10.00
Producer, I. D. 7-9 inch blooms but can be grown
much larger. A glowing honey-dew orange that
attracts immediate attention. Won as best three-
year old seedling at Baltimore and Washington and
was runner-up for Achievement Medal at the latter.
Won open to all Informal Decorative class at Wil-
mington. Large baskets at Baltimore and Washing-
ton were runner-ups for the Governor's trophy.
Award of Honor at Georgia Trials. On Johnston's
Dahlia Futurity. Roots only, $10.00

Peggy D., 1. D. Large bicolor of most unusual orange-
vellow edged with garnet on long stems. Something
entirely different. Honor roll. Roots only, $7.50

Aviatrix, [. D. 9-11 inch blooms of golden color with
the center and tips varied with tinges of reddish-
violet. Roots only, $5.00

Southern Dahlia Gardens

Dr. and Mrs. H. L. Dozier
. 203 Oakley Street Cambridge, Maryland i

MR. DAHLIA FAN - - - MEET

THE GOVERNOR

AN ORIGINATION FROM THE

BERWICK DAHLIA GARDENS
HAMILTON, BALTIMORE, MD.

Mr. Bochau says: “It isn’'t often that
Dahlia enthusiasts are privileged to have a
Dahlia presented which is bound to domi-
nate its class as soon as it becomes dissemi-
nated. This ‘The Governor’ will do. It’s a
Formal Yellow of most unusual form, rolling
its petals back toward the stem in an in-
triguing manner. [t has size—it is a rugged
grower. Insects shy away from it. Anyone
can grow it. It has personality without
being temperamental. In color it is bright
sulphur yellow. Not another flash in the pan
but a Dahlia which will last for years.”

During the season just past it has won 14
blue ribbons for us in the leading Shows of
the East. It will be disseminated and intro-
duced exclusively during the 1940 season by

DAHLIADEL NURSERIES
VINELAND NEW JERSEY

The American Dahlia Society

Greetings from Adolph Kruhm—Cont. from p. 55

state their ages, something that cannot be claimed for
many daughters of Eve.

As already stated, 76% make gardening their hobby
and 14% call it their favorite recreation. What is still
more amazing is that gardening is a hobby for 83% of
women 41 years of age and older; 77% of women gar-
deners range between 31 and 40 years, and 68% are 30
or younger. Thus it would seem that the garden hobby
grows on women. And since this no doubt, holds good
with men as well, the Dahlia being a man’s flower, the
future of your business is assured.

When it comes to the size of the gardens, we were
interested to discover that 21% of them have a quarter
of an acre or more; 36% cultivate between 1,000 and
10,000 square feet. The balance have smaller garden
patches. But the thing that will be of special interest
to you Dahlia growers, is that 88% of these women
grow spring-flowering bulbs, and almost half of these, or
41%, also specialize in some kind of flower, Dahlias and
gladioli among them. And 59% of these women state
that they buy their bulbs from specialists, while 75%
prefer to buy their plants locally.

Herein lies a lesson for you Dahlia growers. Those of
you who are developing or have already established a
mail order business, stand just about twice as many
chances to sell roots by mail as to sell plants. Whether
this would apply to high priced novelties, where a raot
is offered for $5, while a plant can be bought for $z,
is a question that you can answer better than [ can. But
it is an interesting factor to bear in mind: the average
person does not associate plants with the mail order
business, but is perfectly agreeable to go to specialists
for bulbs.

We feel that these reader-editor reports give a true
cross section of woman activity throughout the country.
These women are located in the most important census
areas, and we believe that this group of 1,400 reader-
editors is representative of the toral of three million
readers of the Woman’s Home Companion. Therein, I
believe lies the greatest hope for the Dahlia specialists
who go after mail order business. It is just a matter of
cultivating these women and educating them on the sub-
ject of Dahlias. We endeavor to do our share, and last
year we showed a full page illustration of Bishop of
Llandaff in our April issue.

Taking America as a whole, the last twenty-five years
have seen the country make greater progress in rhe de-
velopment of the home garden idea than any preceding
period of similar duration. The Garden Club idea
especially, has been spreading rampantly during the last
fifteen years, a period corresponding with the rise to
power of the Federated Garden Clubs of America, who
now have a membership of over roo,000. I feel that the
enthusiasm of the commercial Dahlia growers themselves,
not only acts as a stimulus to make the Dahlia a more
popular garden flower, but helps to get home gardeners
generally, more interested in gardening. That, to my
mind is one of the missions of the Dahlia. Because it is
easy to grow, most people are bound to succeed with it.
The trite saying: “Nothing succeeds like success,” in this
instance means, that if a man is successful with the Dahlia
he will be inclined to experiment with other flowers as
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well, and thus ultimately become a real garden hobbyist.

Now as to the warning and the hope which I promised
to express as part two: Many peculiar problems con-
front you as specialists. Boosting just one flower, no
matter how wide a choice it offers because of its many
forms, leads to the temptation to offer every variety any-
body ever originated or found worthy of special praise.
In addition there is the usual crop of personal pets.
Before the grower knows it, he has a list of hundreds of
varieties in the principal classes.

All this is very confusing to a general public that can
hardly be expected to be familiar with the fourteen dif-
ferent classes now ruling among Dahlias. Take cactus
Dahlias, for instance. We not only have three major
divisions in the incurved, straight and semi-cactus, but in
each of these major divisions, we find two subdivisions
embracing large and medium sized varieties. Please do
not think that I am a pessimist when I say that to the vast
majority of approximately ten million home gardeners in
the United States, the Dahlia is still just a Dahlia. It is
the exception, especially west of the Alleghenies, to find
a home gardener who is familiar with the difference be-
tween a pompon and a miniature, or a formal decorative
and a peony-ﬂowcred Dahlia. I have studied Dahlias (to
be sure in a superficial way) ever since I graduated from
the Erfurt establishment of Lorenz, where we had a
grand collection of 6o varieties. That goes back to 1900,
and I have to smile at those modest beginnings in what
used to be Central Europe’s great horticultural center,
when I look at present lists of Dahlias from the many
grower catalogues.

But to come back to my warning. Personally I feel
that a downward revision in number of wvarieties is in
order for every Dahlia catalog published today. And
after that has been atrended to, perhaps there will be
time to give some thought to the matter of prices asked
for the Dahlias you grow. I frankly believe that today
you are not getting a fair price for your merchandise.
You will say that it is necessary to compete with cut-rate
horticultural stores and 5 and 10 cents stores, and others
where merchandise of negative quality can be picked up
at bargain prices.

I believe the specialist cannot stress too often the fact
that he is just that, and that his merchandise should not
be compared with old and antiquated varieties turned
out in wholesale quantities. Muddling through the price
simation in the entire horticultural field, is largely re-
sponsible for the complaints that lack of profits run
rampant in every branch of the industry. It is time for
vou Dahlia growers to get together and enter a gentle-
men’s agreement about minimum prices. When that has
been done you will also be able to build up some cash
reserves, which, in turn, will enable you to enlarge your
business through the only lasting and economical method,
namely, through advertising.

Unfortunately, profits on Dahlias (and on all garden
merchandise for that matter) have been shrinking to the
point where few of you have any reserve funds for the
purpose of advertising. Perhaps a united effort on the
part of the A. D. S. to advertise Dahlias would be in
order. Individual efforts at the present time are too
limited to be effective. Thank you for the opportunity
to present this parting thought to this meeting.
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1939 Certificate Winners

MRS. JAMES ALBIN—A new for- |{
mal decorative yellow of medium size. A
variety that every

commercial grower

should have.

BABY SAGAMORE—MED—Golden
yellow. The 100% miniature. The best
cutting variety yet introduced.

JUDY—MFED—Burnt orange.
exhibition
form.

A real

miniature of rare color and

These and many other new miniatures
and pompons are described in our 1940
TRADE LIST which will be ready about

January 1st. Send for your copy.

BADETTY BROTHERS
HUNTINGTON NEW YORK

(o Lo (e {emma o (o § e { e o { e { e e (o (e A U e e e (e

DAHLIAS!
1940 CHAMPIONS
Thunderbolt Pink Giant
Pink Josephine White Gate

Happy
Megan Callaghan Norma Morton

Select Giant Dahlia Seeds
The Kind We Plant
20 Seeds $1.00 100 Seeds $5.00

Advance Listing Upon Request
MAD RIVER GARDENS

P. O. Box B-12

URBANA OHIO
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The New York Show was judged by a most capable
set of judges under the leadership of Mr. Conrad Frey.
The work was done in a most efficient manner, proof
of which was an entire lack of any complaints at its
conclusion.

To the following list of real Dahlia enthusiasts we
extend our sincere thanks and appreciation: Samuel
Travis, E. E. Tooker, A. J. Strobel, Dr. C. H. Connors,
F. M. Berry, Dr. Bruce B. Preas, J. W. Johnston, Eugene
Warden, Gcorge R. Currie, Mrs. F. H. Fisher, Mrs.
Francis Falkenbury, Mrs. Henry Abele, Tom M. Place,
Joseph Nunniviller, E. J. O’Keefe, James Kennedy, Dr.
Del Marr, George Swezey, Joseph Tansey, H. Lodge.

There was a noticeable increase in air mail entries.
A. D. S. medals were won by W. H. Craft, Watseka,
Hlinois; Llloyd Forbes, EFlint, Michigan; and Miss L.ucy
O'Neal who' brought her flowers by plane f_mm .Indmn-
apolis, Indiana. Miss O’Neal won with Pickaniny, an
ox-blood orchid type seedling miniature.

WE ARE FEATURING FOR 1940 FOUR VERY LARGE
EXHIBITION DAHLIAS
Carolina Maid, ¥. D. Megan Callaghan, S-C.
Gillman's Beauty, F. D, Mothers Day, I. K.
and our usual list of Prize Winners

Send for our List in December

H. H. ROBENS

41 HALL AVENUE CHAGRIN FALLS, OH10

ROCKLEIGH DAHLIA SEEDS
(America’s Best)
PRODUCED
THREE ACHIEVEMENT MEDAL
WINNERS FOR 1939

Note Seed Report in Bulletin

Mid West Agent:
B & B GARDENS, Port Huron, Michigan

Rockleigh Dahlia Gardens
7541 SENECA PLACE LA MESA, CALIF.

BIG CHIEF, Informal Decorative

Huge deep bloom of coppery bronze. _(}ooAd grower
with plenty of large blooms. Winner in single and
three bloom informal decorative seedling class at the
East Liverpool Ohio Show 1939. Roots $5.00 net

CHUCKKIE, Miniature Decorative
A pretty buff on wonderful stems. Bush growth
about five feet, always full of bloom. Excellent com-
mercial variety, Won A. D. S. Medal for best seedling
under seven inches at Cleveland Mid West Show 1939.
This Dahlia has been a consistent winner in seedling
and open to all miniature classes wherever shown.

Roots $1.00 each net or three roots for $2.50 net

THE LASCH FLORAL GARDENS

1435 DILL AVENUE SOUTH EUCLID, OHIO

The American Dahlia Society

Statement

Statement of the Ownership, Managzement, Circulation,
ete., Required by the Acts of Congress of
August 24, 1912, and March 3, 1933

Of the BULLETIN of The American Dahlia Society,
Inc.,, published Quarterly at New Haven, Conn., for
October 1, 1939.

STATE OF CONNECTICUT, ) e
COUNTY OF NEW HAVEN, |~

Before me, a Notary Public, in and for the State and
county aforesaid, personally appeared C. Louis Alling,
who, having been duly sworn according to law, deposes
and says that he is the Business Manager of the
BULLETIN of The American Dahlia Society, Inc., and
that the following is, to the best of his knowledge and
belief, a true statement of the ownership, management
(and if a daily paper, the circulation), etc., of the
aforesaid publication for the date shown in the above
caption, required by the Act of August 24, 1912, as
amended by the Act of March 3, 1933, embodied in sec-
tion 537, Postal Laws and Regulations, printed on the
reverse of this form, to wit:

1. That the names and addresses of the publisher,
editor, managing editor, and business managers are:

Name of Publisher, The American Dahlia Society, Inc.
Post office address, 251 Court St., West Haven, Conn.
Name of Rditor, Gordon F. Waaser. Post office address,
269 South Grand Ave., Baldwin, N. Y. Name of Secre-
tary-Treasurer, C. Louis Alling. Post office address.
251 Court St., West Haven, Conn. Name of Business
Managers, None.
. 2. That the owner is: (If owned by a corporation,
its name and address must be stated and also imme-
diately thereunder the names and addresses of stoclk-
holders owning or holding one per cent or more of
total amount of stock. If not owned by a corporation,
the names and addresses of the individual owners
must be given. If owned by a firm, company, or other
unincorporated concern, its name and address, as well
as those of each individual member, must be given).
President, Lynn B. Dudley, 18 Interlaken Drive, Tucka-

hoe, N. Y. Vice-President, Conrad Frey, Nutley, N. J.
b:ecretary-Treasurer, C. Louis Alling, West Haven,

Conn.
3. That the known bondholders, mortgagees, and
other security holders owning or holding 1 per cent or
more of total amount of bonds, mortgages, or other
securities are: (If there are none, so state). None.

4. That the two paragraphs next above, giving the
names of the owners, stockholders, and security
holders, if any, contain not only the list of stock-
holders and security holders as they appear upon the
books of the company but also, in cases where the
stockholder or security holder appears upon the books
of the company as trustee or in any other fiduciary
relation, the name of the person or corporation for
whom such trustee is acting, is given; also that the
said two paragraphs contain statements embracing
afliant’s full knowledge and belief as to the circum-
stances and conditions under which stockholders and
security holders who do not appear upon the books of
the company as trustees, hold stock and securities in
a capacity other than that of a bona fide owner; and
this affiant has no reason to believe that any other
person, association, or corporation has any interest
direct or indirect in the said stock, bonds, or other
securities than as so stated by him.

5. That the average number of copies of each issue
of this publication sold or distributed, through the
mails or otherwise, to paid subscribers during the
twelve months preceding the date shown above is.....
('I‘Pis information is required from daily publications
only.)

C. LOUIS ALLING, Managing BEditor.

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 30th day of
September, 1939,

(Seal) GEORGE D. WICKHAM.

(My commission expires February 1, 1943.)

CLUMP BARGAINS

Clovena Gardens
780 Targee Street, Concord, S. L, N. Y.

PRICE LIST ON REQUEST
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SPARKS DAHLIA GARDENS

Introducing

CHEER LEADER

(Richardson-Sparks)

Where the crowds look on you will always find Cheer
Leader, in the limelight.

It is outstanding because of its Vigor, UNIQUENESS
AND USEFULNESS.

This Dahlia not only performs well when the Shows
are on, but jts field performance is most satisfactory
and florifercus.

Where a Dahlin must cope with the hard-c
elements CHEER LIEEADER commands the

Dressed in a self color of rose pink and y d ]
right on a stem both strong and long, this Dahlia I
what it takes to go places. It can also stand rough
handling and still look good. Ithas the right substance,

CHEER LEADER is formal in its makeup of about
six 1o eight inches by five in size with supporting
folinge that withstands the insects and weather.

CHEER LEADER IS EXCELLENT IN THE FIELD
where a1 host of bloom is available for the very early
market and throughout the season. This Dahlia does
not Yy down on the job. It has proven a grand com-
mercial commanding top pri

Being a good root maker and propagator we offer
this relinable Dahlina at

50 net strong division
3.00 net strong plant

SPARKS DAHLIA GARDENS —
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WEDDING BELLS

The beautiful white that surpasses all existing
varieties of its color and type, for cut flowers, garden,
and exhibiton,

A ball type formal, blooming early in July and con-
tinuously. Uniform with centers always full and the
best of ste a Dahlia e ¥y to grow as it with-
stands the Plant growth healthy, vigorous
and wide branching,

to handle,
s. A great

Remarkabe Keeping qualities and ea
makes it very popular with local floris
money maker in cut flower trade.

$5.00 net strong division
$2.00 net strong plant
Be sure to get our catalog listing the varieties which

will help you win, records prove many of our cus-
tomers winning specials, and gaini Dahlia peerage.

Clumps of the better standard varieties at bargain
prices. Don’t fail to write for quotations on desired
varieties.

SQUALITY ALWAYS”

616 Hutchins Avenue, Columbus, Indiana
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Yellow Glory

YELLOW GLORY (Frey-Dahliadel). A magni-
ficent Semi-Cactus of clear lemon yellow that

will easily grow 12 x 7. It is beautiful in
form with artistically twisted petals and a
very high full center. Perfect stems. A

good sturdy bush which grows about 5 feet

tall. Unusually dark foliage for a yellow
variety. Certified at Storrs and numerous

prizes elsewhere.  Roots $10.00 Plants $3.50

RED ROBIN (Dahliadel). A bright scarlet
Miniature that holds its color in the sun and

blooms are consistently -small, only 2% x 2
inches. Exceptionally profuse with good cen-

ters from early until frost. A good growing
bush about 2% feet tall. An exhibition, land-
scape, or cut flower variety. One of the most
outstanding Miniatures at Storrs. Won First
in the Seedling Miniature Class in Camden,
1938. Certified also at West Virginia, and
recommended by the Dahlia Society of
Georgia, 1939. Roots $3.00 Plants $1.00

The Governor

The American Dahlia Society

A H L l A S from DAHLIADEL

LARGEST OF ALL DAHLIA FARMS

Indeed we are very proud of our Gold Medal, the
Supreme Award which we won this year again at
the A. D. S. New York Show; and the Highest
Award, a Gold Medal Certificate at the New York
World's Fair; and a Gold Medal Certificate at Wilmington, Dela-
ware. The Dahlia today is mnot only a spectacular cxhihitl({n
flower but has unlimited possibilities for arrangements and lana-
scape effects.

IVORY GEM (Dahliadel). An Orchid Flowering Dahlia which

is ivory white in color, and most attractive and artistic. Good
stems that hold erect on the bush and in arrangements. D\\'.:n‘f
bush. Beautiful for arrangements. Winner in the Seedling

Class, Washington, D. C., 1939. Roots $3.00 Plants $1.00

LITTLE MISS PRIM (Dahliadel). A Miniature Straight Cactus
that is truly diminutive in form. Blooms are 2% to 3 inches.
Bush only 16 to 18 inches tall. Straight stems are almost as long.
Always full of blooms, fine for border effect, and catches the eye
for daintiness. For corsages and arrangements is the most popu-
lar we have seen or exhibited. A rose pink with lighter shadings

at center and tips. Plants $1.00

Roots $3.00

Red Robin

THE GOVERNOR (Berwick-Dahliadel). Named in honor of
Gov. Herbert O’Conor of Maryland. A bright sulphur yellow

which is without guestion a Formal Decorative of beautiful form
with wide heavy petals that roll back at the tips. It easily grows
11 x 6 inches with long erect stems and strong, rugged insect-
resistant bushes about 5 feet tall. Blooms from the middle of
July until frost. Wion 14 Blue Ribbons in this Fall's leading
Shows. A much needed variety in its class that will grow for
everyone without any pampering. Roots $7.50 Plants $2.50

Our 1940 Catalog, ready in January, described by some of our
friends as “The Dahlia Grower’'s Bible,” lists not only the above
introductions but the best of the mew exhibition varieties. Con-
tains 7 full pages of cultural instructions and recommendations
of varieties that do best in your part of the country.

Reserve your copy now.

DAHLIADEL NURSERIES

W. W. MAYTROTT Box 14 VINELAND, N. J.

PRESS OF THE WHAPLES-BULLIS COMPANY, NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT

PRINTED IN U. S. A,
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