
BULLETIN 
of the 

AMERICAN DAHLIA SOCIETY 

Blooms from the Editor's Garden transformed into a glorious :floral picture. Bi-color single, 
Prince Ferdinand of Bulgaria, arranged in Colonial glass container by Mrs. Georgena Humble. 

(Entered as Second Class Matter , Janua ry 13, ltl22, at the l 'ost Office in .'.\ew llaven under the act of March ', l 711) 

·Issue of May, 1939 · Second Quarter 
Issued Quarterly : February, May, August and .November 

I 



2 

In Roots, Pot R oots , Green P lants or 
Rootecl Cuttiugs 

Let us kuo,,· t11e '"·:irieties y~111 1n·e inter
ested in, and ·we nu1y not only save you 
inoney but hel11 you g-ro'v Dah Has success
fn lly. 

"\Ve are 11ro1)aµ;atiJ1µ; 426 , -arieties, in
clucling· :>O of the 10:-rn Novelties so " ·e 
<1re reatly to serYe yon. See Cntalog for 
!SlJecial offers. 

DAHLIADEL $1.00 SPECIALS 

Values $1.50 to $2.20 

5 Giant Dahlia Roots .. _ . . . . ... ... _ ... $1.00 
6 Sing;le Dahlia Roots_ ...... - .... _ . .. 1.00 
6 Pom1>on Dahlia Roots .. . .. _ .. ..... _ . 1.00 
5 lUininture Dal1lia Roots .. _ .. _ .. . _ . . . 1.00 
5 OrcJ1id Flowering DaJ1 lia Roots _ . . . . 1.00 

The American Dahlia Society 

All t agged roots of standard n amed va
rieties, a nd an assortntent of colors in each 
collect ion. Fully g uarant eed. Postpa id. 

Our catalog rceo1111n.enlls t l1c rigl1t Dahlias 
to " 'in ht any slto,v, =:uul :for you:r garden. 
It contains the fin est selection available 
with 30 years growing Dahlias back of our 
guarante e. 

DA.HLIADEL WONDER. Bloom. 51;2, Bush 5 ft. We have few 
Single Dahlias as pretty as this new flesh pink shaded violet rose with 
yell ow shad ings at center. A prize winner in its class with excellent stems 
and keeping qualities. Showy in the garden , a fine comme rcial and the 
best exb bition JJink Single we have grown or seen . W e are therefore, 
very 11roud to introduce it and do recommend it hi ghly . Listed in tbe 
House Beautiful Futurity, '39. Roots, $3.00; Plants $1.00 

Send for your co11y no"\v l)AHLIAbEl NURSERIES 
W. W. MAYTROTT Box 14 VINELAND, N. J. 

R.USCHlVIOl-IR • OUTSTANDING INTRODUCTIONS 
GRAIN O' GOLD (Tooker). Pompon. A diminutive porn which comes from the all time prize winning porn, 
Little Edith. Color clear yello\,V. Winner for the best pompon seedling in the 1938 New York Show. 

Plants $1.50 3 for $4.00 Roots $5.00 

PINK PREAKNESS (formerly known as Pink Lass) (Preas) . Collarette. Large rose pink with a white collar. 
Winner for the best collarette at New York and Rockville Centre Shows. With its companion variety, Preakness, 
has won m.rny prizes in the arrangement classes. Collarettes are a comping type. Try it. 

Plants $1.50 3 for $4.00 Roots $5 .00 

RITA WELLS (Straight-\Vells). The largest introduction we 
have ever offered, topping Sunrays, Rudolf's Giant, Boutillier, 
and all our other big ones. A massive informal decorative to 
semi-cactus averaging 13 to 14 inches in diameter, with a depth 
of 7 to 8 inches. Makes a rugged bush growth of 5 Yz to 6 feet 
in height with long heavy stems. Color is grenadine pink on 
buff gold, an unusual color in such a large flower. Winner of 
the American Home Achievement Medal at Rockville Centre, 
L. J., N. Y., best semi-catus seedling at Racine, Wisconsin, and a 
Certificate of Merit at the West Virginia Trial Grounds. A 
Dahlia, which we predict, will rival Murphy's Master
piece and all the other big ones in the largest bloom classes. 

Roots $15.00 Plants $5.00 3 for $12.50 

LANGELOTH (Travis). This is a bi-color 
year! In the medium size flowering type we have 
a great Dahlia in Lois TValcher! In the large ex
hibition class, Lcmgelot!J, a very beautiful striking 
red and white with contrast sharply drawn- long 
cane like stems-rugged growing bush.es. The 
only time these great Dahlias faced each other in 
competition, La11geloth won the Derrill W . Hart 
Memorial Gold Medal for best undisseminated 
seedling at the New York Show. 

Roots $10.00 Plants $3.50 3 for $10.00 

Send for your copy of our catalog listing important 19 39 introductions, also leading prizes winners previously 
introduced including the unbeaten SUNRA YS and STRAIGHT'S WHITE. 

RUSCHMOHR DAHLIA GARDENS 
38 VINCENT STREET ROCKVILLE CENTRE, L. I., N. Y. 
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4 The American Dahlia Society 

A. D. S. 25th Annual Exhibition 
Silver Anniversary Show to Be Staged Sept. 26th-27th 

The 25th Annual Exhibition of the American Dahlia 
Society will be held Tuesday and Wednesday, September 
26th and 27th in the Florentine Roorn of the Hotel Park 
Central, Seventh Avenue and 57th Street, New York 
City. T he new location is accessible from all points. It 
is just a short dista~1ce from ~wo s.ubways and t\VO blocks 
from Culumbus Circle. It 1s easily reached by car and 
parking space vi.ri ll be available close at hand at very 
reasonable rates. 

The room and surroundings present an ideal setting 
for a flower Show, being beautifully decorated, ventilated 
with the most modem type of air conditioning and is on 
the ground floor eliminating the nuisance of clevat.ors in 
bringing the exhibits to the Show room.. A la~·ge lmchen 
adjoins, with ample water outlets, which will be used 
for a makeup room. 

A large attendance of our out of town members is 
anticipated as the \Vorld's Fair will then be in progress 
and this will provide a grand oportunity to visit the fair 
as well as the Show w here a large group of enthusiastic 
Dahlia "fans" wm be found. Hotel accommodations 
will undoubtedly be at a premium but the Park Central 
has agreed to take care of all our members who make 
advance reservations. The complete Show schedule will 
be mailed with the August BuLLETJN. Reserve the dates, 
September 26th and 27th. 
26th and 27th. 

• • • 
Garden Club Section 

Amateurs Plan for Dahlia Show 
l\1orc Dahlias are being grown by amateurs who arc 

beginning to realize that however small their garden 
there are varieties to suit their limited garden space. 

Even the juniors, in planning their ch ildren's gardens 
are giving much consideration to growing Dahlias. They 
too, luve discovered that blue ribbons may be won with 
small varieties, whicl1 any one may grow successfully. 

\Vith plans for tl1e next Show being held at a most 
accessible place in New York City, many more and 
several new exhib itors are expected to display their 
garden beauties th is fall. Because of space limitation, 
there will necessarily be fewer classes. These classes 
will be open to all amateurs, including juniors who are 
members of garde1i clubs or plant societies. Part of 
this section will be devoted to arrangements of any 
garden flowers and plant material. 

JV[uch enthusiasm has been expressed through the 
winter months for a desire to grow Dahlias this year 
and information is supplied continually to those inquir
ing, as to the arietics best suited to their needs. \Vithin 
the past few days one amateur stated a desire to use 
Dahlias for a low hedge, asking for a selection from 
which to choose. The following names were suggested 
for this purpose: Baby Royal, Bucl?.eye Baby, Red Head, 
Bishop of Landaff, D11bo1711et, Sanbica11's Sweetheart, 
Little Dream, Red Cap. Others prefer pornpons, espe
cially the ladies who are seel{ing a flower to use each 
morning in the husband's buttonholes. For this pur
pose and for :fine cut flowers, the following arc sug
gested: Atom, Betty Anne, Bob T17hite, Donnie, Grain 
O'G old, lndia11 Chief, Little Edith . 

More than once the question has been asked, "vVhat is 
the very newest Dahlia?" Naturally, the only answer 
to this question is not any one Dahlia, but a list of 
the various prize-winning introductions of the former 
season. Our amateurs are eagerly seeking to know what 

( C onti1111ed 011 page 1 3) 
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Beautiful Florentine Grill 
-The Park Central, New 

York-Scene of the Sil
ver Anniversary Show of 
the A. D. S. 
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Dahlia Blooms • 
lll Winter 

By Mrs. J. W. Lee 

Dahlia blooms in the mid-\vinrer season I have found 
is possible and J am going to give you my experience, 
so that more of my floral friends may enjoy this thrill 
also. 

Dahlias generally begin blooming here around Puget 
Sound in July and a few of the early varieties will bloom 
in June. 

Planting time here begins about April r5th and the 
favorite planting time of most of tt1e Dahlia "fans" 
is the first week in May. 

Dahlias bloom until killed by frost, which is generally 
between October 15th and November 15th, depending 
on the season and location, and I have had blooms as 
late as December 23fd, bur in all my more than 30 
years experien ce raising them, I have nc\'cr seen or 
heard of Dahlias blooming in January, in this part of the 
\Vorld, until this winter. 

I enjoy experimenting with Dahlias and we can never 
get to know so much about them that we cannot learn 
something new. 

Our Dahlias were frosted about November 12th and 
when we were getting out our Dahlia boxes from the 
Dahlia storage room in the basement, I found a few 
clumps which we had left over from our planting in 
the spring. 

Among these clumps were 3 or 4 which were show
ing long sprouts with small buds. \Vhen I came across 
these clumps I decided to try and experiment with them. 
I have had them try to bloom in the boxes in midsum
mer without soil or water and almost no light, and 
while these blooms were very imperfect, it gave me 
the idea of giving them a chance and sec what they 
would do for I had an idea they would more than pay 
for their care. 

So I rook a box about r4 x 18 inches and about 7 
inches deep and planted the clumps in about a half 
box of good soil, and then gave them a good sprinkling 
of lukc warm water to help them plump up so they 
could give the buds more "pep". I then set the box 
in a basement window so they would get light, and 
sun; when the sun shines. 

D a h I i a 

"Baerne"

Bloom picked 

Jan. 19th and 

worn by Mrs. 

Lee to the 

Washington 

State Dahl:a 

Society Meet
in g. 

Dahlias blooming in cellar window in December and January. 

There is no heat in this part of the basement and the 
temperature ~werages about 50, sometimes hi&her, as .our 
winters here arc mild. They have made little foliage 
bur they have done well and the first bloom opened 
early in December, about 3 ' veeks after planting in the 
box· and I had 3 blooms open by January r 5th. 

There arc se\'eral more nice buds, and still more 
forming, so that I should have blooms for sc\'cral weeks 
yet and I believe by experimenting with different plant
i1ws and proper care, it wiU be possible to have blooms 
to b continue the Dahlia blooming season, all thru the 
dormant season, and thus ha\'c Dahlias in bloom the 
ennre vcar. 

As a' little surprise, I wore a nice bloom of the Dahlia 
Brteme to our \ Vashington Srnte Dahlia Society meeting 
on January 19th and I believe I shall be :1blc to h;ffe one 
for the February and i\ farch meetings also. 

\ Vhcn I walked into the meeting \\~th a Dahlia bloom 
the members all thought I \vas trying to fool them with 
a paper bloom and you should have heard the Ohs! 
and Ahs! when they found it was a real Dahlia) then 
e\·erv one was curious to know how I could have a 
Dahiia bloom at that season of the v ar, and I do not 
doubt there will be many who will ·try this experiment 
next foll and win tcr, and I trust my experience \\"ill 
give others as much "thrill" and pleasure as it hm·c 
given me. 

Another unusual experiment I tried with a fair degree 
of succesi> this fall was making a Dahlia bloom in 
water. 

On NO\·embcr roth I placed a ro inch cutting from 
the tip eL1d of a Dahlia limb, in n glass of \\"ater and 
set it on the sill of the kitchen "'·indow. It had a ,·cry 
tinv bud so little that it \"<lS hard to sec that it was 
a bud. The foliage was a very bright cheerful green. 

In a few days I noted that the bud was beginning 
to grow and also the stem began to grow in length, 
and by December rnth it had opened into full bloom, 
just one month from the day J put it in the water. 

(Co77ti'}]ued 011 page 16) 
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Growing Dahlias Under Cloth 
By Frank M. Berry 

Superintendent, Department of Parks, Poughkeepsie, New York 

Beincr a pioneer in gro\,ving Dahlias under cloth, I 
can sp~ak of the advantages and difficulties in doing 
same. There is no question in my mind chat Dahlias 
do much better under cloth than outside cultivation. 
You might better in this day and time insure your crop 
of Dahlias by growing under cloth and produce roo per 
cent good flowering plants than rake the chance on out
side cultivation and produce 25 per cent .flowering plants. 

Being an enthusiastic Dahlia lover for many years, I 
bought all of the outstanding new varieties, paying high 
prices for the same only to be greatly disappointed, 
when the time came for them to :flower, weakened by 
insect pest which we have so many of in late years. 
General weather conditions had its effect on the plants. 
In general like so many other enthusiastic Dahlia lovers 
I was djsgusted and was about to give up. 

Then the idea of growing Dahlias under cloth came 
to my mind; I have been very happy since I conceived 
that idea. I have had wonderful results, varieties of 
soft nature and no insect resistance would do nothing 
in this locality with me year after year. I had this to 
contend with. Dahlias grown under cloth have pro
duced 100 per cent crop-varieties that would never 
develop-have wonderful foliage, stems, and colors ex
cellent. 

From the standpoint of familiarizing myself with new 
varieties it has been of great advantage to me, plants 
flowering much earlier. Called on many times <luring 
the year to act as a judge at flower Shows throughout 
this section, I have gained much knowledge through my 
experience with cloth grown Dahlias and other summer 
flowering plants. To judge these plants as I ha.ve grown 
them myself, I know their characteristics, their faults, 
and their dislikes. This alone has been of great assist
ance to me. 

We have here two houses 3 3 x 66 feet. The number 
one house is planted not later than May r 5th, generally 
this house starts to flower about July r 5th to 20th, and 
will continue to :flower until killed by the frost, so you 
see you have a very long flowering period. This is a 
great advantage allowing plenty of time to study plants 
well. Number two house is planted June 15th to 18th 
and will start to flower latter part of August and give 
fine blooms for the fall :flower Shows. 

Building of cloth house is very important. Where the 
house is situated is important factor, if house is exposed 
and has no protection the construction should be more 
rigid. Height is a very important factor, and we found 
out after constructing our :first houses they did not meet 
with our approval so we designed the houses to our own 
ideas. 

In regards to our construction, I will detail it for you 
so it may be of advantage to some other Dahlia lovers 
who are anticipating constructing a house or two this 
spring. We found height to be very important, because 
Dahlias grown under this method have a tendency to 
grow much taller than outside cultivation. Our posts are 
r 4 feet long, 4 feet in soil, and 10 feet hjgh above 

planting level. The posts are of fir, and they are 4 x 4. 
We treat these posts with a tar solution, and they are 
set 16 feet apart. These are braced with dead men. On 
the outside of house our end post are braced with two 
dead men. For service, which is very important, I would 
recommend that you use turn bucldes on each of your 
dead men guides so you may take up the slack when 
necessary. 
. In regards to center post, we have only one placed 
m center of house. We use No. 7 wire. This wire is 
very much heavier than recommended. This wire should 
be galvanized and stretched to top of post. When 
placing cloth on wire, y ou must use care and leave your 
cloth as loose as possible. Don't stretch your cloth, if 
y~u do, with the first heavy wind, cloth resisting wind 
will have a tendency to be torn off long before it 
should be. 

\/Ve purchase our cloth from Pureyear Co., Rome, 
Georgia, which is reinforced and white cloth is pre
ferable. The top of the house 3 3 x 66 comes all in one 
piece, sides comes in two pieces, 6 feet wide and 99 feet 
long. We use No. 12 ply twine. Twine and needles 
come with cloth. We use over-lapping method, and 
we also construct permanent entrances with doors. We 
use boards on the side for 4 feet to get this height as 
cloth only comes in 6 feet width. If you do not desire 
this board on sides, you may use cloth, but we found 
this type of construction protects our plants from 
winds and makes our house more permanent. 

Of course cloth houses have advantages and disadvan
tages. We do have the insects to control. The red 
spider is one insect that requires your attention. You 
must resort to spraying to keep this insect under con
~rol. Much damage will be done before you realize it 
1f you are neglectful. You may use good insecticide to 
control this insect if you want to be economical you 
will have water line to your houses. You may resort 
to heavy water spraying. Aphis is easily controlled by 
spraying occasionally with good contact spray. Cut
worm is a menace especially when houses are first 
plan~ed. They always seem to destroy your most ex
pensive and rare varieties, but poison bait will control 
this insect. Don't wait until you have infestation. lm
mediat~ly after planting broadcast bait freely in house. 
You will not have to worry about the birds. Being a 
covered area they have no access to same so you can 
use plenty of this material. It works very satisfa c: torily. 

You will find that by growing Dahlias under cloth 
your foliage will be considerably larger and much 
healthier and plants much stronger. You will Lie re
quired to remove plenty of this foliage so as to crivc 
your plants better aeration for three or four feet above 
soil level. \Ve plant our plants 30 inches by 28 inches 
and we get about 300 plants in house 33 x 6'5 feet- each 
plant is staked with sta kcs 8 feet long 2 in'.:hcs by 2 
inches. 

Dahli;:is grown from cuttings produce very good 
clumps in Fall. By having your water line in your 
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Plans for construc
tion of Cloth House 
33 x 66 prepared by 
Mr. Frank M. Berry. 

houses you have complete control of your watering and 
spraying. 

The Dahlia growers have been criticised for growing 
Dahlias under cloth by many commercial growers, but 
I am willing to be criticized when I can go out and buy 
cloth for two houses 33 x 66 feet for $36.oo and with a 
little labor to insure my crop so when the time comes 
I can depend on a fine display of flowers. From my 
experience in late years with outside cultivation con
tending with borers, leaf hopepr, Japanese beetle and 
other insects as they are in this locality to destroy your 
plants-- it certainly is a worthwhile proposition. 

Old Nick and His Pal 
By Harry Payne (The Cockney), Brewster, N. Y. 

Ev~ry year when I star~ out about May to plant my 
Dahlias I make up my mmd to keep them together in 
pairs, Actors in pairs, Statesmen, Historical Men, etc. 
Well, this year I got along fine, I found a pal for ] ane 
Cowl, the same for D. TV. Morrow, Bing Crosby, and 
Rudy Vallee, Charles Chaplin, Lawrence Tibbet. All 
seemed easy to handle, and at last I found that I had one 
left over, only one, yes but what a one, how had I missed 
it, it was an accident I assure you, you guessed it, it was 
Tbe New Deal. That bird cost me about two berries 
(they do say that he cost some folks more than that), 
so I wanted a good spot for him, I also wanted to find 
him a Pal. I looked in my cellar, no not a thing, went 
ne~t door, ~hey only had a few Pompons. I wasn't 
gomg to pair off the New Deal with no blooming 
Pompon, so at last I called my friend a few miles 
away, and he said to come over, he was sure he had 
one or two, of course I drove over and looked around 
he had just about a dozen to choose from, and afte; 

CLOT.fl HOUSE 
,,,,. DAHL I AS 
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. ~on't think your plants will be protected in fall from 
ln~lmg frost. Plants in cloth house will be wiped out 
w1tl~ first frost before your plants outside are killed. 
I dunk the reason for this is that your plants are much 
softer than the ones grown outside. 

A lso precaution should be taken in regard to fertilizing 
wfrh high Nitrate content. 

My experience has demonstrated that flowers grown 
\mder cloth will not stand up as loncr as flowers grown 
outside after being removed from th~ plant and placed 
on Show bench. 

Copyrig!Jt 1939 by F. 1vf. Berry 

a lot of thinking and looking I picked out one that 
I . thought would be a suitable pal, you guessed it, I 
p1ck~d out. Satan, and planted the two of them side by 
s1d~ m a mce spot, staked them, named them, and then 
waited and ·watched. \Vell after a while first one and 
then the other .began to show above ground, Satan 
seemed the husluer of the two and began to leave the 
N ew Deal far behind. Well you can't spend good 
money on a plant and then forget it, so I mixed up 
some fancy manure water and fed it to the weaker 
one. \iV ell after a few days I wish you could see how 
that New Deal went ahead, just left poor old Satan 
right behind. One morning I went out to look at them, 
and th~t old rascal Satan, I think, had stuck one of his 
homs m the main stem of his neighbor, or something, £o: there was the New Deal with a hole right in the 
middle and he sure looked sick. Well I cut away the 
broken part and once more began to prime the poor 
fellow, and then started a race, first one and then the 
other seemed to be thriving, but t?e darn things, neither 
of them, would bloom. The nights began to get as 

(Continued on page 19) 
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Timing Dahlias for Exhibition 
It isn't a winner until it is placed on the Show-table steps in pruning and disbudding-and the dates of each 

and adorned with the coveted blue ribbon. operation. 
Countless Dahlia enthusiasts have viewed a fine blos- It is to the credit of a successful amateur grower 

sorn in their O\\·n gardens but alas in bloom a week too that he very generously prepared for your Editor a 
early or several days late. complete schedule of his Dahlia raising activities for the 

How then can an amateur grower with a hundred or year 1938. 
so hills of Dahlias consistently win in many classes at John Nichols of Freeport, Long Island, hopes that the 
the large Shows. data presented may be of material help to growers 

Good culture has its part but the rare art of timing everywhere to the end that more blooms will find their 
is the secret of having blooms just when needed. wav· to the Show tables this fall. This was his method 

Quite a few growers keep records of the important of .timing under "full sunshine" conditions. 

Plants Only First Flower 
Number of Days from 

,-----"-----""-\ 
Date Date Date Date First Pinching 

Variety Set Our Pinched Back First Bud Flower Planting Back Bud Notes 

Amelia Earhart 5/28 6/26 7/16 8/20 84 55 35 
Azura 6/ 1. 2 7/9 9/11 10/30 130 114 49 
Ballego's Surprise 6/11 7/9 8/11 9/10 91 63 30 
Bernice Geer 6/1 7/9 -8/6 8/21 9/20 112 45 30 c 
Bette Davis 5/28 6/20 7/16 8/5 69 46 20 
Blue River 5/28 6/18-7/16 7/28 8/21 85 36 24 B 
California Idol 6/1 7/9 8/9 9/8 100 60 30 
Clara Carder 6/1 6/26-7/18 9/5 10/7 129 81 33 B 
Darcy Sainsbury 6/1 7/9 8/6 8/3 0 91 52 24 
Dean Anderson 6/ 1 7/9 8/12 9/8 100 60 27 
Dulcenia 5/28 6/18 7/9 8/1 65 44 23 
Dahliacraf t 5/3 1 7/9 - 8/6 8/21 9/22 115 47 32 B 
Frnu Ida Mans.field 6/11 7/9 -7/24 8/14 9/6 87 44 23 c 
Greater Glory 6/1 7/9 8/12 9/10 102 63 29 
Haslerova 6/1 7/9 8/9 9/5 97 58 27 
Hunt's Velvet Wonder 5/28 6/19-7/14 8/14 9/14 109 62 31 c 
Kentucky Sun 5/28 6/26-7/16 8/9 9/8 103 54 30 c 
Kilgore's King 6/22 7/13 8/28 9/29 99 77 32 
Lord of Autumn 5/28 6/19 7/22 8/17 81 60 26 
Mad. George Pezant 6/22 7/9 8/12 9/9 79 62 28 
Milton Cross 6/11 7/9 8/9 9/12 104 64 34 
Monarch of the East 6/1 7/9 -7/24 8/10 9/9 101 47 30 c 
Mrs. George Le Boutillier 6/1 7/9 8/14 9/13 105 66 30 
Murphy's Masterpiece 5/28 6/19- 7/16 8/13 9/20 115 66 38 c 
New Glory 6/1 7/9 8/14 9/7 99 60 24 
Opal 6/1 7/9 8/6 9/8 100 61 33 
Prachtkerl 6/1 7/9 -7/16 8/27 9/26 118 72 30 A 
Purple Mist 6/1 7/9 7/24 8/25 86 47 32 
Robert Ripley 6/1 7/9 8/12 9/18 110 71 37 
Rudolph's Giant 6/1 6/26 8/6 9/7 99 73 32 
Son of Satan 6/1 7/9 -7/24 9/1 10/1 123 69 30 B 
Sultan of Hillcrest 6/1 7/9 -7/16 8/29 9/30 122 76 32 A 
Sunrays 6/1 7/9 8/9 9/1 93 54 23 
Volcano 6/1 7/9 -8/6 8/21 9/25 117 50 35 c 
Watchung Giant 6/1 7/12 8/9 9/7 99 57 29 

Average for 35 varieties 100 60 30 
See 770tes 011 page 9 
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Growing Outstanding Seedlings 
By William H. Nuneviller of Salem Dahlia Gardens 

A man may know as many languages as Burritt, may 
make scientific discoveries greater than those of Herschel 
or Darwin, may be as rich as a Vanderbilt, as brave as 
a Sheridan or Jackson, yet if he has not grown or created 
some outstanding Dahlias, he has missed many of the 
joys and pleasures of life. This is the concensus of 
opinion of the many Dahlia growers, and these same 
Dahlia growers tell me that there is nothing more 
fascinating than originating new varieties. Every 
originator is a lover of Dahlias. They tell me if you 
do not love Dahlias you cannot grow them successfully, 
nor can you make a success of the Dahlia business should 
you go into it commercially, and I fully agree with them. 

J. A. Kemp, of Little Silver, N. ]., (Daddy to all his 
friends), passed his 77th birthday July 6th last and is 
one of the pioneers in the Dahlia business. He bas intro
duced over a hundred new Dahlias, and has se\'eral more 
to introduce in due time, yet in all the years he bas 
been growing Dahlias, his Ion for these beautiful flow
ers has never waned. All his own originations were 
grown from his own seeds. 

Bur it is not every one that is able to gather seeds. 
It is a pretty hard matter to get seeds here in the East 
as the weather is ,·cry seldom suitable to allow the seeds 
to ripen. So in gathering seeds it is necessary to pull 
out all the outer petals of the bloom you have selected 
for seed purposes as soon as these pet::i.ls become ·wilted 
or dead. Several "pullings" may be necessary before 
the dead petals are all removed and the pod has closed. 
The pod should be left on the bush until it commences 
to turn bro\\·n, then removed before it becomes too dry 
and opens or you arc ,·ery apt to lose your seeds. The 
pods should then be dried out and tbe seeds removed 
and kept in a dry place until ready for planting. 

But to get the best seeds the first requisite is to select 
a aood seed parent. There arc lots of good seed parents, 
bgt to select one that will cross with all other Dahlias 
so as to produce all types has many seed growers puz
zled. I know of one Dahlia that will cross with all 
varieties, provided the pollen of these varieties be ripe 
at the same time as that of the parent. By all varieties 
I mean porns as well as the large flowering Dahlias. I 
have produced ball Dahlias by crossing a large Dahlia 
wfrh a porn and 1 have at the present time a ball seed
ling, white with a faint tinge of lavender, that I thinl· 
is very good. 

A great many seedlings I introduced in the past were 
originated from this one parent alone. vVhen I dis
covered chis parent a few years ago I had nearly 500 
plants of it, but out of the lot I found only one plant 
that had set seeds and only one pod on the plant. I 
marked this plant as a female plant; all the others I called 
male plants. I propagated this one plant and now I 
have a good lot of female plants from this seed parent. 
I sent the roots of these propagated plants to California 
and Australia and the seeds I received from the plants 
grov.·n from them have given me some very fine Dahlias. 
At the present time I have growing in Australia what 
my Australian friend calls the "Salem Seed Patch." 
Every other plant in the patch is the parent while the 
crosses arc such Dahlias as American Purity, kiotber's 
Day, Robt. L. Ripley, America's Sweetheart, Royal Pur
c!.v1se, Greater Glory, iWiss Glory, Freda George, Glam
our, Everybody's Favorite, Brillia'llt Lady, Aurora and a 
fow of my newer seedlings I hope to introduce in due 
time. As at least fifty per cent of the crosses were orig
inated from the seeds of my parent Dahlia, it is easily 
to be seen that 1 nm line bree<ling to a certain extent. 

(Comi11ued on page 22) 

NOTES 
"A"- Sccond pinching back severe on account of stem borer infestation. Normal timing should be about the 

abtn·e a\·eragc. 
"B"-Sccond pinching back very light and was necessary on account of corn borer infestation. 
"C" -Second pinching back to delay blooming until mid September. 

The above schedule was in~ended to bring the maximum number of flowers between September 10th and 
September r 5th. Actually the hc1ghth of bloom \\'as September 20th. Abnormally heavy rainfall throughout the 
en_nr.e summer caused c~tremcly heavy gro,nh. and b~sed on former records delayed bloorning about a week. 
T1mrng has been complicated by corn ~orer 111festat10n as where formerly disbranching was commenced in mid 
July none was done the past season urml late August at which time laterals not infested were saved and the 
normal number of blooms per pla1:1t were_ obtained. The laterals sa,·cd by this method may or may not have had 
the most adYanced buds thus caus111g a differential in the timing that is beyond control. 

The first com borer infestation was discovered on July 16th, 1938, which was one week earlier than 1937. 
Almost complete contra~ w~s obtained by daily spraying. Spray was applied 24 times between July 16th and 
A~gust 24th. Mos.t applications \\'ere made at dusk in an effort to keep the borer moth a"\vay and the results ob
tamed .apparently. iusnfi~d the rn.ethod as ~here was practically no infestation after August 1st, \vhere in the three 
preced1?g years. mfcstanon continued unnl the end of September, with spraving two or three times weekly. 
The daily sprayrng. was only. light applica~ion to the new plant growth with on~ heavy and thorough spraying each 
week. Many spray~ng materials were applied and apparently all gan results if applied often enough-watering was 
only necessary durmg the last half of August and care \Vas used nor to water the foliage and thus remove spray. 
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Shall We Have Special Classes for "The Bronze 
Foliage Dahlia?" 

By A. B. Bauer 

This is a plea for the creation of a new class of 
Dahlias. Tt may be said that we have enough classes 
now, but when a new comer persistently knocks at the 
door, demanding entrance, and when th~ new comer 
comes clad in a dress that is totally unlike any other 
foliage and has charactertics unlike a~1y other of her 
species, she should have at least a bearing. 

The new comer is the dark foliage Dahlia. Some call 
it "black foliage Dahlia," but a more exact definition 
would be bronze. So, as yet we have rather loose classi
fication, and until someone more precisely defines it, we 
shall lu'lVe to be content with its present classification, 
"the bronze foliage Dahlia." 

It is of recent origin and for that reason it has not as 
yet had the followin~ that time. will ?ring. Its parent
age, probably a seedlmg of Lucife~, still catalogued, but 
rare. From this introduction, as nine elapsed, we have 
recorded names of other dark foliage types, Little Othel
lo , Le'fnur, Congo Beige, Nigra an~ otb.ers, until :finally 
that exquisite irresistible bronze .foliaged beauty dazzled 
the grower-Bishop of Llandaff, introduced by. Tres~der, 
of Cardiff, Wales. lt would appear that tlus variety, 
more than any of its predecessors, gave impetus to the 
breeding of all dark foliage kinds. But the amazing 
thing to my mind is the fact that. not only ~1ave tt:ese 
introductions brought the dark delicate, .la~e-l1ke f.oha~e 
into prominence, but .ther: are ot~1~r deviat10ns which, if 
found in other varieties, either mmiature or larger types, 
have so far escaped me. 

I have reference to the very lovely centers which hold 
unlimited possibilities of being introduced to larger 
varieties. Madamoiselle Hubert Wauters has a dark red 
center. Imagine Oagleigb Monarch or Boutelier with 
such a center. Caldicote Castle has a remarkable center 
of green, mixed with bright r~d, something like the 
colors in one of the beetles, while :mother has a center 
like a shiny black shoe button. 

Another marked divergence that I have noticed is the 
stem of Lemur, which is fl.at with a distinct channel in 
the center. 

And this is just the beginning. I quote from an articlt! 
by the Secretary of the Belgian Dahlia Society, Major 
G. George: 

"Last summer, when going over Mr. Nagel's experi
mental fields, I saw series of tiny plants, carrying ex
quisite flowers of varied hues, and I feel I must name 
those which are new of their kind; purple, white, canary 
yellow, the latter creating an exceptionally curious effect 
against its characteristic black foliage." 

Mr. George also speaks of another with bronze leaves 
and red and white speckled flowers, and another re
sembling a large Gaillardia Grandifl.ora in a new shape, 
its copper yellow shade tending towards vivid red with 
contrasting black center, creating a charming effect. 

Now, my plea and point is that we should have a class 
of this distinct breed, so that it will quickly be dissemi
nated, quickly brought to the Show rooms and as quickly 

have the various trends and divergencies transmitted t<' 
the larger Dahlia groups, as inevitably will happen. 

Below are some that I have grown, and others are 
bein~. added to the list as soon as found: 

FLAMBEAU-Blooms 3 % inches, Spanish red, peony 
center, bright golden stamen, mixed with moron cen
ter, darlc stems, medium dark green foliage, height in 
partial s h ade 5 lh to 6 feet. Most excellent for ar
rangem ents. 

MR. JOSEPH GOHIS-Blooms 3 to 31h inches, shadecl 
orange or light tangerine with strealced red reverse. 
Decorative, slightly showing center, with sawtooth 
edge petals, very dark stems, thick heavy dark green 
foliage, height 4 feet in partial shade. A new attrac
tive color. 

TANGLEWOOD-Blooms 3 % to 4 inches, shaded 
burnt orange, stems not very dark, and foliage medium 
fo li age gre i1, open peony center with pleasing large 
yellow cl i ·c. Height 5 fe e t in partial ~hade. Strictly 
speaking, not a bronze foliage Dahlia. 
. MADAME .SIMO~E STAPPEHS-Bloom 2 to 21h 
inches, geranium pmk, black center, extremely attrac
tive dark stems with dark and pleasing foliage. 
H ight in partial shade 4 to 4 lh feet, center orange 
bronz . 

CONGO BEL0-E-Blooms 3 in ches, dark ch erry reel, 
dark c nter enllvened by a few straw colored stamens, 
very dark stems. Flower held erect, pleasing darlc 
green fo li age. Height 3 f ee t in partial shades. 

l\IR. JULES BUYSSEUS-Blooms 3 inches, light or
ange streaked \Vith wild rose. Decorative with pleas
ing green center with rows of gleaming straw co lored 
stamens. Dark green foliage, dark stems. Flowers 
held erect. H e ight 2lh feet in partial shades. 

CALDICOTE CASTLE-Spanish r ed. The l arge::;t 
bloom in this class, clean cut single variety with 
stamens of brightest gold, forming a halo aroun

1

d cen
ter of green and red. Foliage leathery and dark green 
on splendid dark stems. One of the best. If disbud
ded, blooms will reach 5 inches. 

DOUBLE CALDICOTE CAS'l'LE--Identical in colo~· 
as th single, but with three rows of petals. In the 
opinion of lhe writer, not attractiv as its namesake. 
~EMUR-:--Bright cherr¥ re~ with_ d~rk center, very 

umqu e foliag , r esembling m da111t1ness a Ch inese 
bronz gate I once had the pleasure of seeing. It was 
an indoor gate, and the artisan had worked out a 
design of peonies and irises that was as d li cate as th 
embroidery on a mandarins coat. The leaves were 
marv lously clone and the flowers so dexterously exe
cuted that a child would asily recogniz them. 

'l'he stems of this variety unlike most Dahlias arc 
flat with a tiny c hann e l in the dark center, with hair 
line green color of the l eaf. The plant is a poem 
without the bloom. Four f ee t high in partial s had e. 

LEMUR IMPROVED-Cherry red with dark center 
with golden edge. An improvement over Lemur in 
flower formation, but foliage is not of the dainty qual
ity of its relative. Its stems are very dark darker 
than Lemur, foliage dark green. ' 

SCARLE'l' CONGO-Barberry red bloom, 2 %. inches. 
with small orange c:enters, dark stems, healthy dark 
green foliage. Three feet in height in l)artial shade. 
Not particularly attractive. 

RE:Y PEHE DE D~KEN-An important acc1uisition, 
showing a departure m color. Blooms 2% inches in a 
novel a nd attract iv e blending and shading of yellows 
and oranges, with dark red or brownish center. Darlc 
round stems, ab undant bloom, foliage clark green. 

LAGOS-Dark port wine reel, 2 inch blooms h e ld 
erec:t and long-IJranchecl. Foliage dark bronzy green, 
clarlrnr than Othello, probably the darkest of all Dahlia 
foliage. Attractive dark round stems l eaves heavily 
veined. Bush is open and graceful and 4 feet high in 
partial shade. A splendid addition. 

FIHEBHAND-Devil red bloom with twisted lacin
ated. or saw.tooth edge. S~ems are dark garnet, foliage 
medium foliage green. Five feet in partial shade. Not 
particularly attractive. 

(Continued on page 24) 
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A. D. S. Official Trial Grounds 
A. D.S. Trial Gardens at Storrs 

Celebrates Its 20th Year 
The A. D. S. was inscitutcd in 1915 anud four years 

later in 1919 the first trial garden '\Vas es~a.blished at 
Storrs Com1ccticut. It was un'der the superv1s10n of our 
good f ricnd, and friend of the Dahlia, George vV. Fraser. 
Later the work was taken over by Professor Roland H. 
Patch, who has most capably carried on the work so :vcll 
started by Mr. Fraser and we hope that he may contmue 
to do so for many years. 

It has maintained its very high standard for a full score 
of years and a certificate at S~orrs has bce1~ the best re
commendation that any Dahlia could receive. Its first 
and on1v failure was in 1938 when the planting was 
wiped 0~1t by a hurricane on September 21st. Ho\.ve_ver, 
storms of this type reach New England. only once 111 a 
generation and it is not likely that we will suffer another 
for many years. 

This year due, to a building program, the gardens . arc 
to be moved to a new, but equally favorable location. 
It is hoped that all those who had entries in 1938 will 
return them for retrial and Professor Patch is looking 
forward to a record breaking number of new entries. 
The fee is the same as in the past, three dollars for each 
varietv, and three plants, or roots may be sent. l:.ntry 
forms· mav be secured from the secretary or by writing 
to Professor Roland H. Patch at Storrs, Connecticut. 

The fertilizer and timing garden will be continued 
under the direction of Mr. E. E. Tooker and it is 
expected that we will learn much more about timing 
and growing exhibition blooms. All of those making 
entries in the trial gardens are invited to send three 
extra roots, or plants, to be planted in the test plot. 
There will be no extra charge but entries will be limited 
to varieties now or having been previously entered in 
the trial gardens. For best results entries should be 
received by June 1st. 

• 
East Lansing Is Planning for a Record 

Number of Entries 
Our Mid West trial garden at East Lansing under the 

supervision of Professor C. • . Wildon is filling a long 
felt want for our Mid vVestcrn members and all others 
who wish to have their new ones tried out under Mid 
vVestern conditions. Many have been received on the 
splendid job of judging and the fine report rendered last 
season and we know that Professor Wildon is prepared 
to duplicate this in 1939. 

The entry fee is the same as for the other gardens, three 
dollars for each entry and three plants or roots may be 
sent. Entry forms are available from the secretary, or 
may be secured from Professor C. E. Wildon, Michigan 
Agricultural College at East Lansing, Michigan. 

Ohio Valley Trial Grounds 
The Ohio Valley Trial Grounds enter into the second 

season as an official A. D. S. testing gardens with every
thing in readiness for another ~nc season. The v~r~ous 
details have been attended to wJth even better condmons 
than ever before to care for the entries. Only tl1ose "\vho 
have sce11 these grounds can appreciate their wonderful 
natural advantages for growing :flowers. The spacious 
Ault Park under the jurisdiction of the Cincinnati Park 
Board \Vith Irwin N. Krohn and Harry Gray as the head 
is one of the fi11est park de,Tclopments in the middle west. 
\Vhcn in the Yicinity of Cincinnati make this stop with 
Robert Seibel, the ·Park Superintendent, who \Vill be 
most cordial in welcome. 

All who intend to enter new seedlings an<l other va
rieties of Dahlias should get in touch \Vith 0. W. J\Iills, 
c/o Bell Telephone Co., 225 East Fourth Street, Cin
cinnati, Ohio. The annual election resulted in the fol
lowing members being elected as the Trial Grot1nds 
Commitree: Robert Seibel, Superintendent; 0. \V. i\1ills, 
Secretary; Charles Erhardt, Jr., Treasurer; Henry Smith, 
E. R. T-foitznrnn, Frank verbeck, Al. \Neller. 

Those who have entered Dahlias in these Ohio Valley 
grounds arc among the leading Dahlia growers in the 
world. A certificate from this Trial Garden will insure 
a succes fol introduction of that \·aricty. \Ve wish to 
thank everyone that have submitted the.Ir stock for trial 
in the past two years and will continue with additional 
care the best culture possible to bring the best out of 
your entr)', this ensuing season. 

G. A. Ricbardson. 

• 
The West Virginia Trial Garden 

By C. M. Roberts, Garden Superintendent 

have been a ked to ' rite a few lines concerning 
the history and development of the Dahlia trial garden 
which bas been maintained by the \!Vest Virginia Dahlia 
Society. I am very glad to comply with this request, 
especiall_ since the announcement has been made that 
the \Vest Virginia Trial Garden is being made a branch 
of the American Dahlia Society trial garden scheme. 

The 'Vest Virginia Trial Garden is located in Fair
mont, West Virginia, on the campus of the state col
lege. Fairmont is located on the great north-south Fed
eral Route leading from the Great Lakes to Florida. 
The college grounds face this route. 

The \Vest Virginia Trial Garden is now entering 
upon its fifth season. It was established and operated 
by the state society before it was made a national 
branch. The growth of the garden has been steady 
rather than phenominal. Flowers have been introduced 
through this garden from all sections of the country. 
Entries have been made in the garden from as far west 
as California, as far south as Tennessee and from up 

(Continued on following page) 
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in New England. Good growers have consistently 
recognized the merits of the vVcst Virginia Trial Gar
den. 

The garden has developed with the reputation of 
being 'strictly" graded and we rather glory in this 
reputation. \Ve have felt that a "C.J\tl." from the West 
Virginia Trial Garden had been really and truly earned. 
vVith such men as Jay Straight, Ralph \Velis, Claude 
Boone, L. S. Connell and the late Dr. A. B. Scott and 
others, who have looked after the welfare of the garden 
and its entries, we feel that the garden has been in good 
hands and that the entries have been properly judged. 

In closing this brief article let me state that the facili
ties of the \Vest Virginia Trial Garden now, more than 
ever, belong w the good Dahlia breeders of the coun
try. Our thanks are due to those growers who have 
used our garden in the past: we hope that tl1ey will 
continue to use the West Virginia Trial Garden. 

An entry blank will be yours for the asking. 

• 
Alabama Trial Grounds 

In ,-iew of our last year's experience with its many 
unfavorable conditions prevailing, I am happy to advise 
that the Dahlia Society of Alabama in cooperation with 
the Alabama Polytechnic Institute will continue its 
Bessemer Trial Gardens. 

\Vfrh the assistance of Prof. C. E. \Vildon of East 
Lansing Michigan, Professor Oliver Shurtleff of Fair
mont, \Vest Virginia, Mr. David D. Long of the 
Georgia Experiment Station, Experiment, Georgia, and 
other noted Dahliasts, ·we feel that we have corrected 
the above conditions and we do not have any hesitancy 
in saying that our Bessemer Trial Ground, this year, 
will be one which both the contributor and our society 
wm be justly proud of. 

This continuation was warranted bv the increased and 
gro"ving interest in Dahlia culture ii1. the state of Ala
bama, manifested by the large number of visitors from 
all over the state who viewed the new varieties with 
keen and critical interest, and by the large number of 
inquiries received for Dahlia variety information, par
ticularily of those suitable to our climatic conditions. 

Our plans are to have three hundred (300) stakes and 
we arc now making resc1Tations for same, for which 
there will be no charge. W c extend to you a most 
cordial invitation to cooperate with us by sending your 
outstanding undisscminated and newer varieties for trial. 
The Dahlia Society of Alabama will grant a suitable 
award to those varieties which show the qualities of 
color, formation or growth, or a combination of those 
qualities, which arc not found in varieties now com
monly grown. 

\:Ve arc asking contributors to send three (3) roots 
or plants of each variety not later than May roth, as 
this will be our planting date. I will appreciate hear
ing from you in regard to the above matter at your 
earliest convenience. 

Norman Lefkovits, President, 
2126 Clarendon Avenue, Bessemer, Alabama. 

The American Dahlia Society 

California Trial Grounds 
Extenuating circumstances-two of them, in particular, 

are giving new emphasis to the importance of the 
Dahlia Society of California's Trial Grounds at the 
Uninrsity of California Botanical Gardens. First of 
these two extenuating circumstances is the Fair. The 
Golden Gate-Treasure Island Fair is only twenty 
miautes distance from the Trial Grounds, and as a 
result, there ·will be literally thousands of visitors to the 
University of California Botanical Gardens in general, 
and to the Dahlia Trials, in particular. 

Early indications are for a record entree list, with 
trials from two European countries, plus a large number 
from various sections of the United States already 
tentatively entered. 

The strong demand created on the Pacific Co:ist for 
the various high scoring Dahlias at the Trial Grounds 
the past season practically assures Eastern growers of 
a chance to introduce tl1eir outstanding new creations 
to the \iVest. It has been a notoriously well known 
fact that even the best Eastern Dahlias have taken a 
long time to be grown on the Coast. However, 
Premier's Majestic, 1vlic/Jigrm lV/Jite, Joyce Louise, 
three of last season's high ranking varieties will appar
ently be grown in guantity on the Coast this year
a fact which is a strong indication of the sales results 
traceable to Trial Gardens entries here. However, it 
is little wonder that this is so, for the Dahlia Society 
of California, the Dahlia Society of Alameda, and the 
Dahlia Society of San Leandro all hold forth within 
thirty minutes drive from the Botanical Gardens. 

Tubers should be sent to arrive about the middle of 
May, or perhaps a week or so earlier. The entry fee 
is $3.oo, and entitles the entrant to send three tubers 
of one variety. Send the tubers and entry fee to 
Professor T. H. Goodspeed, or Mr. P. H. Brydon, care 
of Botanical Gardens, University of California. Address 
any correspondence to the Cl1;irman of the Trial Gar
den-Edward Salbach, 657 \Voodmont Avenue, Berkeley, 
California. 

Edward Salbach. 

• • • 

CORRECTION 
In the report of Ohio Valley Trial Grounds, February 

issue, Raymond H. Moffat was designated as Superin
tendent. Mr. Moffat is Secretary of the Trial Grounds 
Work. 

Mr. Robert Seibel is Superintendent and represents 
the Cincinnati Park Board as Superintendent of Ault 
Park, where the Trial Grounds is located. 

• • • 
In mentioning Kanawha Dahlia Society in our last 

issue we gave its headquarters as Charlestown, West 
Virginia. This should have been Charleston, the well 
knowu capitol of that state. vVe very much regret this 
error · and hope that our friends there did not mind this 
sudden move too much. 
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Dahlia Growing • 
lll California 

By C. W. Ballay, Palo Alto, California 

\ Vhen our Editor asked me to tell the story of 
Dahlia Growing in California, I said I did not think in 
general practice, with a few exceptions_, that our method 
differed greatly from that followed 111 other parts of 
the country. Normally most of our planting is done 
about May· rst and by November all bloom of any con
sequence has pretty well pa~sed away. Roots may be 
set out very early m the Sprmg or very late, ai:d some
times are, but for best results the above plantmg date 
approximately is al':"ays recommended. . In fact tl:e 
clumps can be left rn the ground all wrnter and w~ll 
come up and bloom as early as May, but seldom will 
any plant continue to give satisfactory flowers over a 
longer period than 3 or 4 months. 

Ordinarily Dahlia clumps here are dug about the firsl 
of the year· when they are fully matured and completely 
dormant. They are enjoying a much needed rest com
mon to all plant life which adds to their strength and 
vigor when the reawak~ning at. the beginnin.g of .another 
season is at hand. Tlus explams why Cahforrna roots 
when placed on the propagating ber:ich in early :vinter 
are often slower to sprout and reqmre more forcmg to 
start them than those from sections where they are dug 
when still tender and are never fully dormant or at least 
have been in storage for a longer time. Cuttings, how
ever, taken from fully matured stock, though later, are 
very vigorous and there is no inclination to stunt. The 
wav we start them here, and we do it without any 
difficulty, is just to plant them out of doors temporarily 
in a trench as we would in the garden. Of course, I 
know this could not be done in cold climates in winter, 
but I think if this condition ·were maintained as nearly 
as possible in the propagating house there would be no 
problem. 

Here in California when the clumps are dug they arc 
stored away permanently and left undisturbed until 
planting time when they arc divided. There is prac
tically no loss from rotting or other causes and all that 
is required is a suitable storage place protected from 
extreme temperatures and moisture. Green plants arc 
used very little in this section, which simp1Jfies Dahlia 
growing with us considerably. I do not wish to go on 
record as being opposed to green plants. I think they 
scr\"c a good purpose especially in the case of new ex
pensive varieties. However, I do think this is one of 
the reasons why our stock docs not deteriorate and why 
our oldest Yarieties arc just as good now as the first year 
we had them. Excessive propagation from cuttings I 
believe to be one of the chief reasons for weak stock, 
not so much the first year but when the practice is con
tinued from the same stock year after year. 

\Ve do not have summer rains in California and all 
moisture must be given artificially. Because of this 
some handicaps to Dahlia growing are minimized, but 
after all there is nothing quite like water from the clouds 
to promote plant growth. \Vhen our roots are set out 
they are at once well watered to give them a strong 
quick start, and thereafter they must be watered once 
every week or ten days and when they are in full bloom 

sometimes even as often as twice a week. The use of 
overhead sprinkling is our nearest approach to rainfall 
and it has been found very beneficial at least up until 
the time when the blooms are on the plants. 

Aside from aphids and thrips we do not have many 
pests. Early and frequent spraying, which we consider 
essential as a safeguard, controls these easily. Even 
though no injury is apparent, an occasional spr~ying will 
keep the foliage green and healthy at all times, and 
naturally the quality of the flowers depends ~ar.gely on 
the health of the plant. Though some vanenes may 
have rougher foiliagc than others, it is hard to classify 
any as being insect-resistant if some thought is not given 
to insect control. If there are ants, they must be ex
terminated. Once they take possession of a place they 
are hard to manage. 

Our favorite fertilizer is old-fashioned barnyard man
ure used as a mulch. Jn addition to supplying some 
plant food with each watering, it also conserves the 
moisture and keeps the temperature of the ground uni
form. No doubt many of the commercial fertilizers of 
today arc good if directions prescribed for using are 
followed. 

And now I think I have about completed the cycle 
in a brief way as to just how ,.-e do it in California. 
have said nothing about seed which is a subject by 
itself and in a commercial way might involve some trade 
secrets if conscientiously covered. California has often 
been called the cradle of the Dahlia industry in this 
country, and I believe the Dahlia world is indebted more 
than it may think to such pioneers in this field as Bessie 
Boston, J cssie L. Seal Carl Salbach, F. D. Pelicano, and 
last but not least, J. J. Broomall, who died last year. 
As to the future, I think there is more Dahlia enthu
siasm in California today than there has ever been, which 
disproves the statement that the Dahlia hobby is a pass
ing fad. Dahlia-minded Californians because of their 
long experience arc conservative but they are also pro
gressive. They were probably the first to recognize the 
usefulness of the mini;nurcs, but they are very sure that 
the fururc of the Dahlia Societies and Dahlia Shows, and 
the Dahlia business as well, depends for the most part 
on just what progress will be made in the improvement 
of the very large and spectacular types. 

• • • 
A. D. S. Show-Cont. from p. 4 

is considered the choicest among today's Dahlias, espe
cially from the standpoints of form, color, usefulness 
in the garden, decorative beauty in the home and for 
exhibition. 

At this year's Dahlia ShO\v, we expect to find some 
splendid e·xhibits, resulting from information gathered 
since last fall, by amateurs showing their increased 
interest in the rich ,·aloe of the Dahlia to the average 
home gardener. 

By Georgena Humble 
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Dahlia Personals-and Personalities 
By Oliver Shurtleff 
Secretary, West Virginia Dahlia Society 
Vice-President, American Dahlia Society 

1264 Bryant Street, Fairmont, W. Va. 

I call him "my friend of the flowers." 
I first ]mew the subject of this brief sketch as an 

Indiana visitor to West Virginia. He bad come as a 
teacher in the state university. Later, because he liked 
West Virginia, he made my state his state. For that, 
I am right smart glad. Not that I wanted to rob another 
state of a fine character but because I had a better 
chance to become more thoroughly acquainted with 
him. Since that time the acquaintanceship has grown 
and developed. I call him "my friend of the :flowers." 

Down here, where we know him, we call him "C. E." 
or "Charlie" or most anything. His real name is C. E. 
Lauterbach and he lives in Buckhannon, West Virginia. 
It is quite .fitting that he lives in Buckhannon. That 
town was named after a Delaware Indian chieftan and 
"C. E." is "chief" among those who know their flowers. 

Dr. Lauterbach received his Ph.D. from Harvard just 
a few years ago but having this advanced degree has 
not hurt or spoiled him. He has, to be sure, walked 
with the learned, but he has not lost the "common 
touch." 

"My friend of the flowers" has been president of the 
'\Vest Virginia Dahlia Society and as its president, in
troduced many new feautures into the management of 
the society. He riow serves the society in a creditable 
manner as a vice-president. 

Dr. Lauterbach is the originator of the "Lauterbach 
Dahlia Rating Table" which is the best device that I 
have ever seen for removing Dahlia rating out of the 
field of guessing. To those who do not know this rat
ing table of Dr. Lauterbach's let me suggest that they 
study it. (The writer of this article discussed this 
table a couple of years ago at a meeting of the A. D. S.) 

Dr. Lauterbach is a writer of some distinction. He has 
written widely in the field of psychology but "I don't 
pay much mind to those articles." I do read his flower 
articles, however, and I do listen to his flower lectures. 
He has lectured quite a bit before :flower and garden 
clubs and his talks are interesting and reliable. He is 
not a "parlor gardner." In his lectures he talks Dahlias, 
lilies, roses, glads, shrubs, but why go on? Give him 
your flower subject and he will talk it for you. 

I have just said that "my friend of the flowers" is 
not a parlor gardner. He has a garden which bears the 
attractive title Clearbrook Gardens. In this garden 
grows literally thousands of glads. The Dahlias are 
there, too. Most of the work in this garden Dr. Lau
terbach does himself. He ]mows and grows good 
flowers. 

Over in the house where he lives, Dr. and Mrs. Lau
terbach conduct a "personal flower store." When peo
ple come to buy they come as to a "friend of the 
flowers." 

I recommend my friend to you. 

A Department Devoted to the Idea that Worth 
While Achievement in the Dahlia World Should Be 
Recognized, Even Tho' The Achiever is Not Often 

in the Headlines in the Dahlia Magazines. 

0. V. D. A. Show Dates 
The important red letter days on the Dahlia Show map 

are September 30th and October 1st. Yes, that is the 
time when the famous Ohio Valley Show under the 
auspices of the 0. V. D. A. will be open for the public. 
Additional features will be added this season that should 
interest every Dahlia grower and fan. 

Sections, classes and awards covering every phase of 
the floral elites will be incorporated in the schedule. 
These schedules will be available around August J 5th. 
If you are selecting any one Show to exhibit your fine 
blooms settle on coming to Cincinnati where a winner 
means money and fame for the exhibitor and originator. 

Last season the introduction of the various Garden 
Club and Estates Sections met with such success that this 
year added impetus is being made to make this section 
even more inviting. A cordial invitation is extended all 
growers to make Cincinnati the metropolis of Dahlia 
fans September 30th and October rst. 

• • • 
"An Original Idea" (Not Copyrighted) 

Dr. R. W. Moe presided at his .first meetina as Presi
dent of the Peekskill Dahlia and Gladiolus Society on 
the evening of April 1 rth, after returning from an ex
tensive trip during the winter season in tropical climate. 

President Moe undoubtedly had planned for some 
time how he could be of service to both the local 
society and to that of the mother organization. Know
ing that the A. D. S. has spent much effort in the past 
to help toward the success of the Peekskill Society and 
that past President, Mr. Ed. J. O'Keeffe is now a Vice
President of the A. D. S., be made an unusually liberal 
offer as an incentive to boost the Peekskill Show, which 
will be held at the New York State Armory, Peekskill, 
N. Y., on September 15th, 1939, and at the same time 
help increase the membership of the A. D. S. by offering 
awards of full membership to the A. D. S. to all mem
bers of the Peekskill Society not already on the A. D. S. 
roster who exhibit in at least three (3) classes at the 
Peekskill Show this fall. 

In expressing the gratitude of the society through the 
medium of this BuLLETIN, to its leader of congenial per
sonality and progressive ideas, we have in mind the 
possibility of helping to cement closer bonds of local 
societies to the American Dahlia Society. 
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The Day I Died 
ln the presence of a few friends and with two bouquets 

of the Dahlia Robert L. Ripley beside me, today, Decem
ber 17, 1938, I celebrated the third yearly anniversary of 
my death. This statement may seem a little strange to 
you, but not to the writer. The Dahlia blooms were cut 
from two plants that had been planted in tubs and moved 
into the greenhouse at the beginning of cold weather. 

"vVhen the huntsman winds his horn, it is not a thing 
to laugh to scorn," so when I was invited to join a party 
in the deer woods on this eventful day just one year ago, 
I gladly accepted. Outside of growing Dahlias, nothing 
seems to attract and give more pleasure to the ordinary 
man than hunting. 

It was not until the return trip that afternoon that I 
felt a slight distress in the region of the heart. The 
nearer home the more severe the pain became and I soon 
realized that it was of a serious nature. I felt that if 1 
had to die I would be more satisfied to die in my own 
home. The family physician administered to me for two 
hours, but the pain was getting more severe. When I 
thought I could stand it no longer the arteries collapsed, 
the heart ceased to beat and I was dead. 

The question h::is often been asked: "Does the brain 
continue to perform after the heart ceases to function?" 
Mine <lid. My whole life passed before me, even so far 
back to the time when l was a little child. Fleeting 
memories were made vivid realities and many events that 
I had long ago forgotten were brought to my memory. 
And I even realized what people would say when they 
heard that I was dead. This one would say: "A good 
man gone," and another: "He was no good on earth. It 
is a pity he did not die long ago." 

Then I started to travel, going over many miles of 
territory that were familiar to me. The landmarks were 
easily recognized ; in fact, more plainly than ever before. 
I traveled through great distances that were unfamiliar 
and [ saw many wonderful things. I visited many of 
the Dahlia gardens in Calif rnia where the seed growers 
were still gathering seeds. From there I took a ship, 
sailing south and into the harbor of Rio de Janeiro. I 
flew across the snow-capped Andes, visited the historic 
Inca ruins, stopped at many cities along the east and 
west coasts and trekked through the jungles to glimpse 
the Falls of Iguazer. 

Again I took a ship and steamed to Australia wl1ere 
there are many Dahlia gardens. I went into the green
houses and through many gardens, and in the latter 1 
noticed Dahlia plants three an cl four feet high down to 
the tender plants just being set out. This was new to 
me to see some growers setting out a few plants each 
clay over a long planting season. Some of these plants I 
was ahle to recognize, but many were foreign to me. 

I traveled through Africa, Europe, Asia, and even 
through the barren lands of ice and snow. To record 
what I saw, or thought I saw, the many peoples anc.1 
scenes, would require more than a hundred years. 

Then I found myself in my own little greenhouse here 
in Salem. I saw myself working away year after year 
and the many mistakes and few successes were pointed 
out to me. One factor, (a sort of experiment) that had 
always proved an utter failure, (when tried the past 
Spring according to the way it was shown me) turned 
out a complete success. 

Seemingly I drifted away from the earth, up, up, and 

still up, until the earth appeared to be no more than a 
small copper ball. I began to recognize many faces but 
they were not those of the living. Among them ~ere 
two of my associates on the Board of Directors of a 
corporation we founded fourteen years ago. They had 
recently passed away. There were many of the Dahlia 
profession and their images were as plain to me as they 
were on the last clay I met them. They were bringing 
bouquets of Dahlias. The wondrous beauty and reful
gant glory of these far exceeded any on earth, and they 
seemed to have almost sempiternal substance. 

l could sense no wrong. I felt that I was with true 
friends at last. Oh, the comfort, the inexpressible com
fort, of feeling safe with true friends. "Such joy not 
even :ingels can emulate." I felt as though I could say 
anyth!ng; could pour out the chaff and the grain together, 
know111g they would take my words and sift them keep 
what was worth keeping, and with the breath of ki~dness 
blow the rest away. 

But I could not keep up with my friends. I felt my
self falling back to earth. Perhaps this can better be 
des~ribed by Milton. i.n Paradise Lost, "Back to thy 
punishment, false fug1t1ve, and to thy speed add wings." 
I gasped for breath; my heart commenced to beat· the 
excruciating pain returned, but not in all its inte~sity, 
and there befo~·e me stood the doctor winding up his 
stethescope. I-:l1s face bore an expression of surprise and 
wonder. He had already pronounced me dead. 

lf any one of you ever made a trip to the Great Be
yond, tell me ! yes, tell me ! was I dead, and was I on my 
way to Heaven, or to hell? 

William H. Nuneviller. 

• • • 
A DAHLIA WITH A DIFFERENCE 
Pately Bridge Gardener Won't Sell It for £10 

Three years ago Mr. Fra.nk tkinson, a retired rope 
manufacturer, realized that something was happening to 
a bed of Dahlias in his garden at Foster Beck, Pateley 
Bridge. Since then the blooms, which were of the orcli
nary Coltness Gem variety, have added to their makeup 
the characteristics of the sca,bious plant, and the result 
is a flame-colored flower, double the size of the original 
Dahlia, with a center of hundreds of tiny trumpets of 
the same shade, tinged with yellow. 

Mr. M. Pritchard, head gardener at the Harrogate and 
District General Hospital and a friend of Mr. Atkinson, 
sa.id yesterday, "There are no other flowers like it. A 
well-known firm of professional gardeners have offered 
Mr. Atkinson £ro for every one he has, but he has 
refused to part with them." 

Mr. Pritchard believes that the pollen of some scabious 
plant and the Dahlias has been blended by a bee. 

We are indebted to Mr. H. Lodge of Rockleigh Dahlia 
Gardens, La. Mesa, California, for this interesting news 
item from England, and a sinzilar clipping has also been 
received from Mr. J. Hetherington of Whitinsville, 
Massachusetts.-Editor. 



16 

Suggestions for the Trial Grounds 
By A. H. Enz'lllons 

We are about an hour's drive from East Lansing, 
Michigan, where the Dahlia Trial Gardens are located. 
Being especially interested in the Dahlia-and a grower
we naturally make many visits each year to these noted 
gardens. 

Professor C. E. Wildon and his co-workers have 
planned and laid out these gardens in the most artistic 
and pleasing manner. The green sodded paths between 
the rows make one feel as though you were walking up 
the carpeted aisles of a beautiful store; and the painted 
stake at each seedling carries a very plainly primed label 
giving the number or name of the Dahlia, also the or
iginator and his address. 

From the time the Dahlia commences to send forth its 
blooms until frost, the thousands of Dahlia "fans" and 
growers haunt this most interesting spot; many spend 
hours, and some all day. 

Of course everyone knows that you will :find here 
every type, specie and color that is known in the Dahlia 
kingdom; and too, there is the tall, the dwarf, the slender, 
the bushy, the weak, the healthy and those that look as 
if they should be removed to a hospital. 

It is this last mentioned condition that prompted me to 
place this thought before you. We have been growing 
Dahlias nearly twenty years; which of course is not 
nearly so long as many who will scan these few lines. 
It has ahvays been our practice (and always will be) in 
our entire gardens, to destroy eacl1 and every Dahlia 
plant that shows disease in any form whatsoever. It has 
become almost a slogan with us in saying "Not a Sick 
Dahlia in the Patch." vVe have dug up and burned 
Dahlias for which we have paid as high as $15 per root. 
Every year we are more thoroughly convinced that it is 
the proper thing to do; and I am wondering if every 
Dahlia garden was rogued this way if it would not 
eliminate a lot of grief. 

Now going back to the trial grounds: Would it not 
be a step toward "better Dahlias" to have a sentence 
inserted in the form that you fill out when you send 
your seedling to the Trial Grounds, reading like this: 

"Should any of the seedlings that we are sending show 
any disease whatsoever, I instruct you to destroy at 
once." 

further, would it not be a good idea to have it under
stood that all clumps in the Trial Grounds at digging 
time be destroyed and not returned to the owner? 

I do want it understood that conditions at this Trial 
Grounds are no different than they are at any other 
Trial Grounds. They all have the same difficulties. 

I am for BEITER AND HEALTHIER DAHLIAS. 

• • • 
NEW VARIETY REGISTRATIONS 
Application has been made, with the customary fee of 

$1.00 to register the following names. If no prior r.ights 
exist, and there is no objection within a reasonable length 
of time, registration will be considered made. 

The American Dahlia Society 

THUNDERBOLT. By Lew Sarett, 1732 South Green Bay 
Road, Ravinia, Illinois. Incurved cactus, large red. . 

MANHATTAN. Informal decorative. Brilliant red and 
gold. Size 12 x 6. DEBUTANTE. Cactus. Pure waxy 
white. Bush 6 feet. Size 10 x 6. By S. Yohe Veile, R. 
D. 2, Easton, Pennsylvania. 

Please address all enquiries in reference to reo-istra
tions to the chairman of our Nomenclature Com~ittee, 
Dr. Charles H. Connors, New Jersey Agricultural Ex
perimental Station, New Brunswick, N. ]. Make checks 
and money orders payable to the American Dahlia 
Society. 

• • • 
American Dahlia Receives High Honors 

in Europe 
The Dahlia' Charles L. Mastick sent for trial at \Visley 

has been highly commended jointly by the Royal Hor
ticultural Society (H. C.) and the National Dahlia 
Soicety (A. M.) of Great Britain. This is generally 
cons_idered about the highest honor any Dahlia can 
receive. 

Also it has received highest award in Holland (A. M.) 
and three "Champion" tickets in Australia as they call 
them. 

• • • 
Dahlias in Winter-Cont. from p. 5 

The variety was Harvest Flame a very large rz inch 
informal decorative, very bright flame in color. But 
the bloom in the water was far from being perfect but 
was neverless the remarkable; it had about 2 Yz 
rows of petals and the color was pale orange and about 
4 inches across. 

After the bloom began to fade the foliage began to 
die also and soon dried up. I presume the bloom had 
exhausted its strength. 

The cutting showed no signs of making any roots, in 
fact there was little chance that it could as it was cut 
mid-way between joints where the stem was very hol
low. 

As the water evaporated in the glass, I added more 
to keep it about the same level, but no chemicals or 
fertilizer of any kind was put in the glass. 

This was an interesting experience also and another 
season I shall try more. A number of my friends and 
Dahlia fans enjoyed these experiments with me (and 
can bear witness to the truth of my statements). 

I cannot recommend either of these experiments for 
growing exhibition blooms, but I feel sure you will 
have some fairly nice blooms and will enjoy the experi
menting with them as I have. 

There is a new strain of Dahlias now being grown 
in the green houses, which when planted in pots and 
started very early will bloom for Easter, and are some
times called the Easter Dal:ilias, originated in Holland. 

These early flowering Dahlias are very dwarf, aver
aging about 12 to 18 inches tall, and now come in many 
colors, and it will be interesting to see these varieties 
in bloom so early in the spring. 
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Dahlia Forum and Exchange 
If there's something you would like to know

or some cultural or historic lore you would like 
to pass along-or if you have the itch to write 
about Dahlias-then this is your department. 
Address Sec'y Alling. 

Conducted by 
Secretary C. Louis Alling 
251 Court Street, West Haven, Conn. 

26 Main Street, 
'i\lhitinsville, Mass. 

Mr. Alling, Secretary and Treasurer 
American Dahlia Society. 

Dear Sir: 
In enclosing remittance for renewal of membership in 

American Dahlia Society, and being one of those fans 
classified as a small backyard Dahlia grower I thought it 
might interest you to know what my wife and I found 
out about Dahlias while on a visit to England and Scot
land. 

I was under the impression that we were the ones to 
grow the large flowers. However my impressions were 
soon knocked asunder, when viewing the gardens in 
Durham, Northumberland and in the city of my birth, 
viz., Carlisle, Cumberland. 

In my conversations with the many growers, I learned 
that they arc not troubled with the cutworms and borers 
to any extent there as we arc over here. In fact one 
grower in Northumberland said the only thing that was 
giving him any trouble was wasps. 

Then again all the plants appeared to be quite uniform 
in height namely about four feet high and covered with 
blooms which were magnificent in color and texture 
and none appeared sun scorched or bleached. While 
being delighted to view the beautiful gardens and flowers 
in the north of England, the grand climax came when 
we visited the National Dahlia Show in London. Never 
have I seen such a display of lovely flowers. Banked 
around the hall and reaching a height of about ten feet 
the Dahlias were shown in all their glory and in all the 
colors of the rainbow, making indeed a beautiful scene 
long to be remembered and which merits great credit to 
those who were responsible for the decorative plans. 

\iV e received a very cordial reception by the secretary 
of the Society, also by Mr. G. F. Drayson who took me 
around and introduced me to so many I felt quite at 
home and delighted to be in such pleasant company. 

A feature which appealed to me was the committee's 
choice of about twenty varieties which were selected to 
be submitted for consideration at Wisley Trial Grounds. 
These were on display on the platform and were in 
themselves quite an item of interest to the many attend
ing the Show. 

Another attraction was the striking exhibit of the 
Dutch Dahlia Society. In fact it was a question which 
was the best flower among the varieties of outstanding 
quality shown. 

It may interest you to learn that Mr. Drayson whose 
articles appear from time to time in the American Dahlia 
Society BuLLETIN won the Windolite cup for nine 
blooms. He also won first prize for twelve blooms and 
second prize for Valentine Smith Challenge Cup for six 
best blooms of cactus variety. 

Mr. Drayson grows the large ones and judging from 
what I saw I don't mean maybe. In fact I was informed 
if I wanted to find Mr. Drayson just to hang around 
where the large decoratives were and I'd be sure to find 
him there. 

I should like to extend to the members of the National 
Dahlia Society of England my sincere thanks for their 
kind and cordial reception of my wife and I. 

I remain, 
Yours truly, 

Joseph Hetherington. 

• 
Co-operate With the Midwest 

Conference Show 
President Joseph Mallin of the 0. V. D. A. voices the 

unanimous support of the 0. V. D. A. to the Ohio State 
Society in helping make the Fifth Annual Midwest Sho\ 
the finest Show in the countrv. President Strasen and 
his able bevy of officers and committee men and women 
are bending' every eff orr to stage a classic that will meet 
with the loud congratulations of every Dahlia grower. 
All roads will lead to Cleveland this fall when the dates 
of September 23rd and 24th comes round. 

At this time the season has been very cool and damp 
but we must have patience. There will be a fine harvest 
just as has been each season provided we do our part in 
taking ad\'antagc of the fair days as they come. Here in 
the Ohio valley much interest has developed in the 
growing of miniatures and pompons. There is still the 
predominate interest in the larger flowered varieties but 
it is noticeable the additional interest in the fine little 
types for which the Dahlia has provided numerous fine 
new types. Truely, the Dahlia stands out as the leader 
of all exhibition flowers and rapidly gaining ground as a 
good cut flower. 

Yes, point your efforts to make that Show of your 
Society the best ever and then top off your efforts by 
showing at both the marvelous Midwest and A. D. S. 
Shmvs booked for Cleveland and New York, respectively. 

G. A. Ricbardso11. 
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THE BLUE DAHLIA 

UNCLE EBEN SAYS: 

I sometimes git to :figurin 
about what some folks lacked 
'n then I think that mebby so, 
They're jest a wee bit cracked. 

Take these Dahlia men, fer instance, 
they'll toil 'n sweat 'n grime 
to git a :flower to bloomin right 
at jest a certain time. 

If plants grow too fast in July, 
they seem to have a knack 
of knowin' what they ought to do 
'n how to cut 'em back. 

'N then 'Ive seen these fellers, who 
arc big '11 husky men, 
a bendin' down 'n peerin' 
at each 'n every stern. 

'N when they see a black spot, they 
start diggin' like a mole 
to see if its a coverin' 
a little borer hole. 

'N when they sec green leaf hoppers 
that jump from plant to plant, 
they trundle out the ole spray tank 
'n pun1p 'n cuss 'n rant. 

'N when rhe flower starts openin' up, 
they'll watch it like a hawk, 
' 11 if a beetle takes a nip, 
you ought to hear 'em squauk. 

'N ·while the plants 'n flowers provide 
insects with appetizer, 
these fellers (optimistic all) 
keep feedin fertilizer. 

Then if, by chance, the bloom appears 
as though it might be good 
but the stem's a little crooked, 
they'll splice it up with wood. 

'N if the color's good 'n bright, 
fer fear that it will fade, 
they will fix up some contraption 
that's usually home made 

to keep the sun from burnin' it, 
'n keep the rain off too, 
'n protect it from the whippin' leaves 
'n even from the dew. 

What if the bloom survives all this? 
You mebby want to know. 
They cut !t off most tenderly 
'n put it in a Show. 

'N if it gits a blue ribbon, 
they feel their job's well done; 
throw out their chests in mighty pride 
'n think its' heaps of fun. 

The American Dahlia Society 

To do all this, they must be smart. 
I'm sure they can't be lazy. 
They might be <loin' somethin' worse. 
I guess they ain't so crazy. 

L. F. Fox, Bellerose, L. I. 

• • • 
WHO IS WHO IN THE DAHLIA 

WORLD 
Valuable data of Dahlia winnings co1npiled by Mr. and 

Nlrs. A. H. Ennnons, Emmons Dahlia Gardens, 
Battle Creek, Michigan 

This survey, is made from all the authentic reports 
from the many Dahlia shows througl1out the United 
States during the Autumn of 1938. 

It would be too voluminous to give a detailed report 
of every show and the name of each flower that won, 
so we will have to be content vvith just a condensed 
resume. 

A Dahlia bloom, to win a prize, must be good; and 
the same variety, to win many prizes throughout Amer
ica, is sufficient evidence to prove its value as a good 
and worthy Dahlia for any garden. 

The Dahlia that stood out far ahead of all others was 
the great Lord of Autumn with a win of 67 times, and 
the most of these were firsts. 

The next in line was that noble old Murpl:iy's Master
piece with a tally of 62. Many of its wins were for the 
largest in the Show. 

\!Ve found that old Canadian favorite, Jean Trimbee, 
came in third with 49 prizes. 

Very close to number three was Golden Standard with 
a count of 44. 

It is interesting to see how Hunt's Velvet T.V onder 
came up this year to score 36. 

The sixth place was surrendered to Robert L. Ripley 
with 27 ribbons, and a very large number was for the 
largest bloom. 

We are sorry to see California Idol lose ground and 
take only 2 5 prizes for seventh place. 

From henceforth, we will name them as they stood in 
their winnings: 

Ballego's Surprise, Satan, Amelia Earhart, Darcey 
Sainsbury, Oakleigh Monarch, Margrace, Miss Belgium, 
Ft. A1onmouth, Blue River, Milton ]. Cross, Kentucky 
Sun, Jane Cowl, .Miss Ohio, Bette Davis, Cavalcade, Jer
sey's Dainty, Haslerova. 

We predict a great change in the Dahlia champions 
this coming Aurnnm. 

We could fill several pages, but you will have to 
wait until next year. One can hardly go wrong in 
choosing any of the above, as they certainly have had 
a thorough test. 

We would appreciate reports from every one of our 
friends, from their Dahlia Show this fall. It will help 
us all. 
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A lovely dahlia 

garden in a mag

nificent setting. 

Atlanta, Ga. is 

the location-the 

garden that of 

Mr. C. E. Faust, 

President of the 

Dahlia Society of 

Georgia. 

Plans have been formulated for a mammoth Dahlia 
Show to be held in Atlanta at the Municipal City Audi
torium on September 29th. This building is located a 
few blocks from the center of the City, easily accessible 
to the general public. There will be plenty of space for 
artistic display and a very successful show is expected. 
Wide awake committees have been at work on the plans 
for this show since January, with the results that sched
ules are all ready printed and most plans completed to 
date. 

Competition will be keen in this show due to the en-

Dahlias Selected for Growing in Missouri 
Note: The following is the result of the membership 

poll of the Missouri Valley Dahlia Association for the 
best Dahlias in the following types under Missouri Val
ley climatic condition: 

Large Flowering Types 
I. Lord of Autumn 10. Jersey Beauty 
2. Murphy's Masterpiece I I. Kemp's vVhite Wonder 

3· California Idol I 2. Thomas A. Edison 
4· Hunt's Velvet Wonder I 3· Ballego's Surprise 
5· Jean Trimb~e 14. Golden Standard 
6. Jane Cowl 15. Kemps Grear Eastern 
7· Satan t6. Kemps Violet \N ondcr 
8. Blue River 17. Mrs. Geo. LeBomillier 
9· Dwight vV. Morrow 18. Ruby Taylor 

r9. Sultan of Hillcrest 

Porn pons 
r. Atom 3. Mary Munns 
2. Joe Fette 4. Yellow Gem 
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largement of the schedules and due to the fact that the 
smaller types of Dahlias will play an important part in 
the displays. There will be many new varieties of the 
large show types displayed, and some splendid seedling 
exhibitions. Growth and exhibition of seedlings is en
couraged by the Society. Some very good prospects 
have been shown by our seedling growers. 

All in all, we believe that Georgia has a splenclid Dahlia 
Society, full of enthusiasm that will catch the eyes of 
other similar organizations over the country. 

C. E. Faust, President. 

Miniatures 
1. Jean 3. Carla 
z. Bishop of Llandoff. 4. Baby Royal 

5. Buckeye Baby 

Ball Type 
1. Mary Helen 3. Pink Ball 
2. Shirley Temple + A. D. Lavoni 

Also 
Princess Victoris, August Mayer, Jersey Beacon Ball 

• • • 
Old Nick and His Pal-Cont. from p. 7 
cold as anything buds formed and again I felt sort of 
cheerful, October was well on the way, others hnd frost 
bur so far not me, and so the race ran on. November, 
there they were, still alive, but a bit poor looking, kind 
of groggy, and on vVednesday, the ninth of November, 
there they both lay. They had got it in the neck at 
last, yes, you're right, the eighth was Election Day. 
There's only one thing the matter with this little yarn, 
it's absolutely true. 
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The American 

DAHLIA SOCIETY, Inc. 
ORGANIZED MAY 10, 1915 

"The Society is formed for the purpose of stimu lating inte~est in 
and promoting the culture and development of the 1?a~l1a; to 
establish a standard nomenclature; to test out new varieties and 
give them such recognition as they deserve; to study the diseases 
of the dahlia and find remedies for same, and to disseminate in
formation relating to this flower; to secure uniformity in award
ing prizes at flower shows, and to give exhibitions when deemed 

advisable." 

LYNN B. DunLEY, President 
18 Interlaken Drive, Tuckahoe, New York 

C. Loms ALLING, Secretary and Treasurer 
2 5 r Court Street, West Ha,ven, Connecticut 

GoRDON F. WAASER, Vice-President and Editor 
269 South Grand Avenue, Baldwin, New York 

Editorial 
It is gratifying to note the varied methods being put 

forth to stimulate more Dahlia interest, and yet, the sur-
face has hardly been scratched. · 

It is a sad commentary that as one traverses mile after 
mile of countryside, Dahlias arc found growing but few 
and far bet\veen ! 

If we believe-as we say we do-that the Dahlia is such 
a magnificent member of the horticultural group we 
should have an intense desire to share with others the joy 
it imparts. 

It is the job of the members of the A merican Dahlia 
Society and all sectional and local societies to do all in 
their power to interest others in growing Dahlias. 

Much has been accomplished by showing colored 
motion pictures to garden groups again this winter. It 
takes skill, patience and money to produce these fine 
films and we congratulate the enthusiasts who have done 
so much along these lines. The A. D. S. is planning a 
sort of film exchange, derails of which will be announced 
later. 

The Trial Grounds always attract a great many visi
tors and we may hardly hazard a guess as to the number 
of folks there inspired to commence growing Dahlias. 

Interest in planting Dahlias in public parks is increasing 
and bids fair to take a leading part in stimulating Dahlia 
enthusiasm. If there is a park in your locality or rail
road station landscaping, it will afford you a banner 
opportunity to suggest an appropriate Dahlia planting. 

Plan to increase your own Dahlia garden and invite 
your friends and neighbors to enjoy it with you when 
the glorious blooms burst forth in the fall. 

The greatest need of the Dahlia today is that it be 
more universally grown. Will you do your full share? 

The American Dahlia Society 

Attention has been directed to the con:fliction of names 
of some nc\v varieties with older varieties already in 
commerce. 

T he A. D. S. nomenclature committee under the most 
competent direction of Dr. Charles Connors should have 
the constant cooperation of every member. 

At the time you discover any new variety being 
termed a name which is already in use won't you kindly 
communicate with Dr. Connors at once . 

• • • 
Dahlia Society of Wisconsin Becomes a 

Participating Society 
The latest society to JOlll our parnc1pating group is 

the Dahlia Society of vV.isconsin who has sent us the 
required number of members and is now a foll fledged 
branch, or paqicipating society of the A. D. S. Mr. ]. 
Heineman of Milwaukee is its president andt Mrs. W. E. 
Kernan of 627 North 76th Street, vVauwatosa, Wisconsin, 
is the secretary. vVelcome Dahlia friends from Wis
consin. 

• • • 
Why Not Stop Off at Scranton? 

\Vh y not arrange to stop over at Scranton on your 
way to the New York World's Fair? Plan on doing so 
and better still try to make it on the eighth and ninth 
of September w hen we, the Northeastern Dahlia Society 
are going to stage our first Dahlia Show. The place is 
the spacious auditorium of the Y. vV. C. A. The loca
tion is ideal from a number of different angles. It is 
centrally located within a very few minutes from Scran
ton's railroad stations and leadi ng hotels and very con
venient. Parking facilities are excellent because the 
auditorium is on the main floor ·with two entrances, 
one from Linden Street, the other from Jefferson 
Avenue. There are no stairs to climb or elevators to 
bother with. 

Our Committees are busy and working overtime to 
make our Show a big success and to uphold our pre
diction of the "cleanest Show in the East." We expect 
this and nothing less. 

The Show Gardens at Nay Aug Park will be some
thing for Dahlia fans to visit. T he response of various 
growers to cooperate by sending stock is very encourag
ing and we predict that the gardens will be viewed by 
thousands of people. The Society plans to run a popu
larity contest at the gardens by means of votes. vV c also 
expect to have representatives at the gardens on Satur
day and Sunday afternoons during the blooming season 
to act as guides or hosts; to answer questions and ex
plain the growth, habits, varieties, etc., of the Dahlias 
to spectators who are not familiar with them. Each 
guide or host may be easily identified by means of a 
badge which will be worn in plain sight. It is our 
intention that this Dahlia Show Garden should be a 
source of Dahlia Education as well as a beauty spot. 

Again why not make Scranton a stopping point on 
your vacation and visit with us? Better still, drop us 
a line letting us know when to expect you and we will 
do our best to make your visit a pleasant one. The 
invitation is yours and your presence certainly will be 
welcomed. 

Again, "Why Not?" 
Charles H. Stoeckel, President. 
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L. I. M. D. A. Annual Dinner 
By Avery F. Nesbitt 

On the evening of March 18th, more than seventy 
men, members and friends of the Long Island J\llen's 
Dahlia Association, gathered for their annual dinner. As 
in the past few years, this dinner was held in the delight
ful old Garden City Hotel. The selection of a date 
for the gathering always seems well planned. Just too 
early to do much outdoor work but in the middle of 
the propagating season, it is a pleasure to see the seasoned 
growers and novices sit around in groups and discuss 
Cuttings, Rootstock, Potting and the possibilities for the 
coming year. It is always difficult to tell whether tl1e 
"old-timers" or the amateurs are the more enthusiastic. 

From advance information to the effect that Connie 
Frey was going to talk on the subject of classifications 
and vVarren Maytrott on color, those of us who have 
not been growing Dahlias for a great many years were 
under the impression that we would emerge from the 
meeting as competent judges. However, after Mr. 
Frey's splendid talk on groupings and classifications, and 
Mr: Maytrott's able treatment of the subject of color, 
both gentlemen using the stereoptican slides to great 
advantage, we realize the vast possibilities of form varia
tions and shade diversification and went out much wiser 
as to the difficulties confronting those wbo judge our 
:flowers. 

An additional treat was accorded us in th.e showing 
of the colored motion pictures of Mr. E. E. Tooker, 
covering the Storrs Trial Grounds also Mr. Tooker's 
garden at Rockville Center. 

Dr. Preas then showed us via cartoons on the stere
opticon some of the activities of commercial growers 
~side from their Dahlia ventures. His humorous ex
planations were riots! 

After the talks we enjoyed the entertainment Dr. 
Preas had prepared for us but above all we were glad 
for the meeting of old friends and the usual fellowship 
which always prevails at these dinners. 

• • • 
Scalding Stems of Cut-Flower Dahlias 

By Harley T. Peck 

About the year 192 3 I made a test of the effect on 
keeping qualities of scalding the stems of cut-flower 
Dahlias. Half the flowers were treated and half un
treated. The untreated :flowers kept considerably longer. 
We have never treated our cut-flowers in any way. 

Since 192 3 from time to time I have seen references to 
this method. Evidently some Dahlia growers believe thi<; 
method is beneficial to the keeping qualities of Dahlia 
blooms. 

This fall l deci dcd to make another test of the scalding 
method and did so as follows: Six blooms of Oakleigh 
Monarch and six blooms of Dr. Verbage were cut out 
of the hot sun at noon, and remained only one-half hour 
in our cool cellar before test \Vas made. These blooms 
were carefully selected to be as alike as possible in re
spect to length and texture of stem, size and age of 
flower. 
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Three blooms of each variety were labeled and one 
and one-half inches of the stems was scalded till a slight 
discoloration was noted. The untreated flowers were 
held in close proximity to the ones being treated but no 
steam or radiated heat was allowed to strike the blooms. 
They were all then placed in the house in a large deep 
vase with cold water. The following results were noted: 

6 :flowers 6 :flowers 
untreated stems scalded 

After 2 hours 3 :flowers slightly 
soft in back 

All flowers perfect 

After r 5 hours All :flowers perfect All flowers perfect 
After 24 hours All :flowers perfect All flowers perfect 
After 48 hours All flowers perfect All 6 flowers start-

ing to get soft in 
back 

A.f tcr 62 hour<:; All flowers perfect 4 :flowers badly 
wilted; 2 flowers 
soft in back 

After 72 hours 4 flowers perfect All 6 flowers 
(3 days) 2 flowers soft in badly wilted 

back 
The above test was taken during warm weather io 

early September. Flowers were not removed from vase 
during test and water was not changed or added. 

Co11clwio11: Scalding the ends of stems of Dahlias may 
pre,·cnt quick wilting of Dahlia blooms when cut in hot 
weather and immediately placed in water in a warm 
room. 

Scalding the ends of stems of Dahlias shortens the 
keeping life by approximately 24 hours. 

I vvould appreciate l1earing from anyone who may not 
agree with the above conclusion. 

\Ve will continue to condition our Dahlia cur-flowers 
in our cool cellar before shipping out. 

PLANTS OF LEADING VARIETIES 
American, Australian and English 

S<>uc·1 fol' List 

.ETHERINGTON DAHLIA GARDENS 
l!!:> f,exin; .. ~;tou AYeuue 

FREE TO DAHLIA LOVERS 
If you e njoy growing· Dahlias, s end us a 

complete list of tlie varieties that you now 
have. In return, you will receive free o.f 
charge aJ1d postpaid, a fine variety not now 
included in your planting! 

We want you to find out, in your own gar
den, that Kunzman's Dahlias are the most 
vigorous and dependable on the rnarl:::et. 
Won't you let us prove it to you-absolutely 
free? 

R.UTH KUNZMAN, New Albany, Ind. 
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Growing Outstanding Seedlings-Cont. from p. 9 

I have heard Dahlia growers say that the seeds in the 
outside rows of the seed pods are the only good ones, 
but this is not at all in line with my experience, as one 
of the best of my 1939 introductions was originated 
from a seed ta ken from the corolla. 

It would not do for everybody to dunk alike. Ir 
would be a great world. vVhy, there would be only 
one Dahlia; one of everything. It reminds me of the 
colored preacher who said : "If every man thought alike 
every man would want my wife, and that would be a 
calamity." But an aged male parishioner replied: "Par
son, I fully agree with you, but not in tbe same sense. 
If every mat1 thought alike no man would want your 
wife, and that would be a catastrophy." 

It is not always the most outstanding Dahlias that pro
duce the new winners. The parent, the one I am using, 
w hile a good Dahlia in its day, would not stand much 
chance in the sh°"vroom today, and I am doubtful if 
it could defeat any of its progeny. The parent I am 
using is SO'Jmy Boy, the first Dahlia I ever originated. 

S'l'H.ASEN IN'l'RODUC'l'IONS 

Prid or Austinburg, Garden Delight, 
Reel Victor-$1.25 eacl1 

N(;6US $3 .00 Little Miss 1\Tuffet $1. 50 each 

OJ1e root eacla of the above $:>.00 

S'l'RA.SEN FLOICAJ., GAR.DENS, Au~tiuburg, Ollio 

We do not as a rule, advertise the host 
of complimentary letters we receive annu
ally from customers all over North and 
Central America. However, the follow
ing expresses so clearly the Ideal toward 
which we have been striving the past 
twenty years, that we feel justi£ed in using 
it for the information of our readers. We 
quote: 
Harley T. Peck & Sons, 
uolden Rule Dahlia Farm, 
Lebanon, Ohio. 
Dear Sirs: 

Here is an unsolicited testimonial. The 
Dahlia roots I purchased of you last spring 
were splendid roots, the best I hav ever re
ceived from anyone; every one grew and 
blossomed profusely with one exception and 
that g·ave me a nice clump of roots. Buckeye 
Glory is a wonder. I think your farm is 
rightly named, Gold en Rule. 

V ry truly yours, 

Herkimer, New York. 
P. S. One other thing I overlooked. I 

want to know how much I appreciate your 
mted catalogue. I could not get along with
out it." 

Golden Rule Dahlia Farm 
Harley T. Peck & Sons 

DEPT. B. LEBANON, OHIO 

lhe American Dahlia Society· 

It contains much of the blood of Aztec Glory. This. 
~atter named variety gave us American L egion, Amer
ica's Sweetheart and a number of other good Dahlias, 
but the Aztec Glory seedlings appear to be more or less. 
temperamental, whereas those from Sonny Boy are more 
hardy, and, when grown properly, are really worthwhile 
Dahlias. Sonny Boy has produced Royal Purchase,. 
Salem Streamline, Salem Carnelian, Blue River, Prosper
ity, Cordelia, Greater Glory, Robt. L. Ripley, David 
Copperfield, TVar Admiral, Heritage, and this year 
Everybody's Favorite, Aurora, Glamour and 1l1y De
ligbt. It has also produced several fine Dahlias of which 
! have sold the entire stock to other growers who have 
mtroduced them as their own originations. While I am 
growing many seedlings every year, ever striving for 
another good seed parent, as long as Sonny Boy con
tinues to produce I shall stick to it as my favorite seed 
parent. 

The selection ' of the seedlings in the field is not 
only the most fascinating feature about arowina Dahlias 
but it requires considerable knowledg~ as w~ll . Yo~ 
must know the characteristics of the seed parents and 
the possible crosses. Otherwise you are selecting them 
pron:iscuously. Some parent~ will give you a good 
Dahha the first year, but that is all. Other seed parents 
will produce seedlings that appear only fair the :first 
year, much better the second you grow them, and really 
outstanding the third year. 

There was a time when a good seedling was worth 
considerable money to the originator. I know an orig
inator in South Jersey who cleaned up $ro,ooo from two 
seedlings in one season, but that was several years ago. 
At the present time it would require roo of the most 
outstanding seedlings for the originators to clear that 
sum of money, and I am doubtful if even this could 
be accomplished at the present time. 

If _you sh?uld be fortunate . enough to find a good 
seedling let it have a clear, bnght and attractive color, 
always remembering that color may carry your Dahlia 
through even though it may have other defects. Enter 
!t ~n. the leading shows_. Have each judge score it 
md1v1dually and accordrng to the American Dahlia 
Society Score Card, bur all such scores as 100, 99 and 
97 as were given seven Dahlias . in a vVestern Pennsyl
vania S~ow t~1e past season, be thrown out as unworthy 
?f c~ns1deranon. Tally the scores of those judges who 
m~ell1gently apply the score card, then if you should 
wm, you may pat yourself on the back, but don't give 
up your job. 

I do not claim what I have said here to be the sum 
of all wisdom, but if anyone happens to gain any 
knowledge from my remarks, I shall feel greatly repaid 
for my e:ff orts. 

DAHLIA ROOTS AT INTERESTING PRICES 
First Class Stock Only 

Plan to visit our gardens when you attend the 
World's Fair in 1939 

QUEENS DAHLIA GARDENS 
(William Meshirer, Prop.) 

43-55 Robinson St., nenr 45th Ave., Fluslting, N Y. 
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I Think ... 

That if Herr Hitler, Il Duce and Stalin cultivated 
Dahlias instead of their hatred of other peoples, the 
world would have a much brighter outlook. 

That honest, clean-cut and friendly competition are 
the essential qualities of a successful Show. 

That the regional Shows held in Indiana this year did 
much to arouse the interest of "laymen" and give the 
state society added strength. 

That a friendship formed with someone, through the 
common love for Dahlias "is a priceless possession." 

That the meanest man is the fellow that will come into 
your garden to insult you or talk about his neighbors. 

That we would surely have some "whoppin" big 
Shows if everyone brought his "I've-got-one-at-home
better-than-that-one." 

That I \VOuldn't take a million dollars for the time 1 
spend in my garden, or the thrill I get wl:en I tal~e some 
shm-in a bouquet of Dahlias, and see their face light up 
with a beaming smile. 

Pete Moss. 

• • • 

The Worries of a Dahlia Grower 
. long in Januar. you begin to say, 

"For <;Orne grower's lists I'll send away." 
Then, while waiting from them to hear 
Al.mm \\-hat is best to grow this year, 
Off to the Club meeting some night you go 
And hear the members tell of the new ones to grow. 
You take out your pencil and write down the names. 
You soon have a book full 
And no two the same! 

Bv this time the cataloo-ue. tart to come 111. 

And from the \\·orrics th~y cause 
You start to get thin. · 
Each of them tell of something new 
That never an off flower threw. 
You look at the pictures, also, the name, 
For the size it will grow 
It's sure to reach fame. 
Of how it docs not need the shade 
For in the sun it will not fade, 

nd the foliage is so tough and thick 
That one bite would make a grasshopper sick. 

Then you contact your friends 
And they, like the rest, 
" ' ill tell you the new one 
They think is the best. 
Thc;1 you will say, " \Vcll, how do you know?" 
They then will tell how they saw it grow, 
And, "If you get that one, it'll clean up the show!" 

\Veil, by this time you're wore to a frazzle, 
And you buy the new one they call "Razzle Dazzle." 
Bur when tbc show comes 
It's a different story, 
The old standard flowers get most of the glory. 

H. P. Patterson. 

ALLIN G'S 
RAR6AIN COLLfCTIO~~ 

Five sturdy plants of the following high 
class varieties: Lord of Autumn, Jessica 
Dragonette, Dew's White, Carl G. Dahl, 
Great Eastern. 

$5 value, sent postpaid for $3 .25 

Singles are becoming most popular for 
cutting and arrangements. Try the fol
lowing and have a garden full of flowesr: 
Jessie, white; Prince de Bulgaria, varie
g,1ted; Pequot Yellow, yellow. 

3 roots for $1 

Eight Ball Dahlia roots, assorted colors $2 

Si, Pompons, exhibition varieties $1 

Se11d For Our lllustrnted Catnlogue 

C. Loui~ Alling 
251 8, Court Street West Haven, Conn . 
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·-----------------------
DAHLIAS 

Announcing the 

SIXTH ANNUAL 

MID WEST DAHLIA SHOW 

CLEVELAND, OHIO 

SATURDAY and SUNDAY 

SEPTEMBER 23rd-24th 

Schedule ready May 1st 

Write 

MRS. R. H. HOWELLS, Secretary 
3290 Dover Center Road 

DOVER CENTER OHIO 
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Questions on Growing Dahlias for 
Seed Production 

i. \Vhat natural faccors arc necessary to insure pro
duction? -Climate, soil, fertilization, arrangement of 
planting, etc. 

1. Good climate and soil arc the natural factors to 
insure production. Large :Ao,vering Dahlias shou ld be 
planted together and away from the small flowering 
ones, and Yice ,·ersa . 

2 . YVhat methods help natural pollination? \Nould 
the proximity of a bee hive increase pollination? 

2. The proximity of a bee hi ve would not increase 
pollination. Dahlia seeds will pollcnize themselves 
without any outside interference according to a test I 
made with a single plant in an absolutely tight green
house, and give a high germination. 

3. Should a seed bearing plant be allowed to produce 
many or few flowers? Docs the size of a particular 
flower affect the nature of the seed ling coming from it 
or would a seed from any flower on the bush be as 
desirable? 

3. I \vould prefer a seed bearing plant to produce 
a good crop of blooms. It is very seldom that the first 
blooms produce seeds. The size of the blooms docs 
not necessarily affect the size of the seedlings from these 
seeds. 

4. Docs the amount of moisture in the soil affect t he 
time that the bush begins to set seeds? 

GET "HAPPY" AT ONCE! 
H's ti.m e to g t "Hnppy" an cl Io grow "Happy" in yo ur 
garden! Helppy $3 .00 p<·r root div i::·don. '!'he usual d.i s
(;Ount to (;Omni t'l'ial g-rovvers. 

Distril111tors: lHJ\IJ Hl\' EH GA.ROE S, l"rh:rn:i , Ohfo 
:11111 1ht• Ori;.::i11a'iors: SUNHISIC lJ .\llLI:\. GARDEN 

n .. 4, Co11 1H.' l 0 SYilll•, ln1lia11:1 

A ll<'ltntiful Dahlin 

MARIE C. WORLEY 
P·'Lle o range ye ll ow, lintecl olcl ros . Stems G% to JS 

i11cl1es. lDxl r fl 11 av;\'. Size of flowers 7 to !J inch es. 
Sco1·ecl 1-<J 8:~ at Storrs. No catalogue. Jloots $:!.:iO 

!HHS. "\VINlFJ IJ;D li:INOJ LlEN 

PLANTS 
FRO!ll l<'TNE S'l'OCK 

'l'hnt yon will a111n·e('iate 

. \merican Legion, J'.a ll eg(l's Surprise, 'herokce !have Darcy 
Sait!5h ury, IJean .\nd e1·son, Freda (~corge, Julius '!lunge, 
Katie K, Lonl of Autumn, Mrs. C. E . Wildon, Mrs . W. S. 
l\:nud se n, Robe rt L. Ripley, Rudolf's C iant, Son of Satan 
and 'v\'atchung C iant. 

F l VE FOH $:i.OO THE l,O'l' $12.00 

Substitut ions can be macle if the lol is onle retl 
L IST ON REQUEST 

D AN D DAHLIAS 
U:il1lwi11, Loug Island 

The American Dahlia Society 

4. Unless the bush has had the proper amount of 
moisture during the growing season it will be more or 
less \.voody at seed setting time and almost worthless as 
a seed parent. 

5. After seeds have set in the pod they sometimes 
decay from an apparent surplus of moisture? How can 
this be avoided? 

5. Only a Solomon may be able to tell how to get 
clear of the excess moisture in a seed pod. 

6. How docs early or late planting affect production? 
6. It is necessary to plant early for a good crop of 

seeds. 
7. If stalks arc cut from the bush after seeds have 

set will the seeds mature and ripen properly? 
7. If the seeds have matured to a certain point then 

the stalks can be cur from the bush, kept in a dry place, 
and the seeds wi-H ripen fairly well, but will not be near 
as good as the seeds allowed to ripen in the natural way. 

8. At what stage can seeds be best harvested? 
8. Seeds can best be harvested just as the pod com

mences to open. 
9. Is there any literature or experimental bulletins 

available on seed production? 
9. I do not know of any literature or experimental 

bulletins on seed production. 

• • 
Bronze Foliage Dahlias-Cont. from p. 10 

BISHOP OF LLANDAFF-One of the best. Dupl x 
bloom, cardinal, 111:.l to 2 in ch es an cl h ld er ct on Joni.!· 
straight stems. The foliage is extra f1ne, heing lace
Jik e bronze; stems da rk maroon. On of the early 
on s, but still cons icl r eel un s urpnss cl in g-rac fuln ss. 
Four and one-half lo 5 feet in partial s hn.cl >. 

LITTLE OTHELLO- l r obably the ge m of lhis c lass. 
\Tery dark reel 2 inch hloom, the dn.rk st or all th0 
bronze foliage cb1::;s being in the s h a cl almost black. 
Another nove l attr ibute is th clark bronze g r ee n cen
t r, a halo of go ld . Attrnctiv foling , thicl{ ai1l1 
1 athery, dark st m s . Blooms of long sli fE st ms. Bush 
4 feet in partial s hade. 

l\tABEL CROSSING-Coral rust, 2 inc h blooms, d eco
rative. In the opinion o[ th writer s hould not be in 
this class. Has dark st 0 ms but foliag is lighter than 
all other spec i s in this class. Height ,1 % feet in 
partial shade. M:-1.y well be discarded. 

Al\U BARILliJT-Pleasing shade of i· ec1 fueling· 
quickly in full sun, with c n t r of gold nrod color. 
Flowers a re parti ·ularly attractive, about J 1h inch es. 
H Id erect on long very dark s t ms, som tim s bend
ing and twisting", making it good for arrn.ng ments. 
Foliag·e dark an d of good substanc . A good root 
mal{er. 

MADAMOISELLE H BERT WAUTERS-TIT clium 
color cherry r d, 2 to 3 in h blooms. Very dark r eel 
dom e d center. Foliage very attractive, dark gr en 
wiry stems. Blooms h eld er ·t. BuHh clwarE in full 
sun. Bloom chang ,s to burnt orang as it matures. 

GEL13E LUCIFEH.-2 lh inch s dark orang hading 
to ye ll ow in center, which is a bright golden clise. 
Dwarf habit, 1 % f ee t in full sun. Dark brunz foliag-r1 
of a very pleas ing nflture with strong dark rouncl 
stems. A recent addition to our garcl n from Holland . 

SY.MPHONIA-Gala reel, bloom 2% to 3 inch es on fin 
long dark stems. Bronze green centers, with edge of 
interming led reel and go ld. A clark green foliage, 
leathery and grflceful. A r e ·ent introduction and a 
fin e one, ·will make a splendid addition to the family, 
4 1h feet in full sun. 

JOPIES IDEAL-2lh inch bloom w itl1 quilled p etals. 
Geranium reel. Strong th ick stems, but so dark as 
others, darl{ green fo li age. Three and one-hal f feet in 
full sun. Not so attractive in comparison w ith others. 

Others I have found attractive and worthwhile arc 
Bishop Crossley, Elizabetbvitle, Torquay Genz, dwarf 
Mauve, ]. Van Den Berg (low growing) and Zulu. 
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N e-ws and Notes of the Affiliated Societies 
The Akron Dahlia Society 

The last meeting of the A1<ron Dahlia Society was 
held at the spacious home of Mr. Everhardt, first vice
prcsident of the Society. 

The Show Schedule and Premium List we.re discussed. 
Mr. \Narren Shannabrook was appointed Show chair
man. Other appointments were made, but we do not 
have the n;rn1es of all of them. Since our last Show 
which was held in conjunction with the Firestone Flower 
Shovv was such a success, we wish to show with them 
again, but cannot give the exact date. \Ve arc invited 
to show vvith them again this year, but they had not 
decided on the date. 1t will in all probability, be Satur
day and Sunday, the ninth and tenth of September. We 
extend a cordial invitation to all societies and fans in 
this section an<l will more than welcornc visitors from 
a distance. It will be a specimen bloom Show and the 
competition wm be keen if we can judge this Show 
by the past. 

Last month, our President, i\'1r. Harold Shannabrook, 
was invited to East LiYcrpool to tell them how to grow 
specimen blooms. I made the trip with him. I enjoyed 
this visit to East Liverpool Society more than I can tell 
or, rather, have the space to tell. It was an informal 
meeting presided over by the Vice-President, Mr. H. 
Gallimore, a most congenial gentleman. He and the 
whole membership certainly made it pleasant for both 
of us. i\1orc than one hundred and fifty members 
were present from their Society and the \Vellsvillc 
Society. Many visitors came from Pittsburgh and other 
nearby cities and towns. I knew I was in a crowd 
who 'could grow Dahlias. Mr. Shannabrook showed 
i\[r. Cowic's Dahlia pictures. i\lr. John Coleman sa.ng 
t\\"O songs, one of which was "The nights too long." 
This song was \vorth the trip. Returning to our subject, 
the fogs from the Ohio River occurring in August and 
September he! p them to grow fine, large flowers. I 
\ ish some of the fans of other localities would visit that 
section. 

z,. V. R... Veirs. 

• 
The Camden Dahlia & Horticultural 

Society 
The Camden Dahlia & Horticultural Society haYc 

scr rhc date for their Eighteenth nnu~1l f~xhibition 
September 29th and 30th. H. 0. Alexander will again head 
the sh.ow. The follmving committee has been appointed 
to assist l\lr. Jcxander: Dr. F. F. Moore, Supervision 
of clerical work; George Glading, Adnrtising and Su pcr
vision of judging; George C. Eldridge, Jr., Design of 
Show; Lyle A. Hamilton, Staging of Show; Charles Paist, 
Educational Exhibit of 1arigolds; \Villiarn E. Gibbs, 
Local Ad,·crrising; Mrs. \Villiam. Apgar, Educational 
Exhibit on Arrangements; Harold Hays, Supervision of 
Entries; G. J. Radiliffc, Materials and Staging of Seed
ling Classes; i\lrs. \Villiam Apgar and i\lrs. F. F. Moore, 
Solicitation of Prizes; Prof. Harry Yates, Vocational. 
The Show will be held in the Camden County V oca
tional School. At our February meeting \iVarren \iV. 

Maytrott well known Dahlia grower spoke and made 
several suggestions to improve our Show. I-fo said that 
in the seedling classes when cmrics arc grown under 
cloth there should be another exhibit of the same flower 
grown in the open. Mr. H. R. Cox, Extension Agrono
mist, New Jersey Agricultural Experimenr Station gave 
a very fine talk on the Preparation and care of Lavvns. 
The Society ha,·e a new project this year under the 
dirccti on of i\1iss Charlotte Payn tcr, the members will 
test new annual that arc being introduced this year and 
at. the September meeting an exhibit will be held. By 
this we hope to find those of the newer flowers that will 
do \\'Cll in this section. Vice-President George C. Eld
ridge is heading the membership committee and we hope 
to ~hange from an affiliated society to an participating 

society. C/Jarles H. Alle'll , fr., P11blicity . 

• 
8th Annual Show, Central States Dahlia 

Society, September 16 and 17, 1939 
The Eighth Annual Dahlia Show of the Central States 

Dahlia Socictv will be held as heretofore at Garfield 
Park Conscn~arory, Chicago, on Saturday, September 
16th an<l Sunday, September 17th. From all indications, 
this promises to be an even larger show than any previ
ous year. Jn addition to the nrnny prizes awarded in 
prcY1ous years, several new classes will be added. 

The unigue part of this Show is a Dahlia Classification, 
which lists approximately 1,000 \'a.rictics, making known 
to exhibitors what formation and in which color each 
\'aricty is to be shown. This Classification has reccive<l 
much· Lfforablc comment and has been adopted bv se\·
eral other Dahlia Societies. This permits an cx!1ibitor 
to make out the cnn-y tags in acl,·ancc of exhibition day 
and eliminates the usual confusion at the Show. It alsc> 
~1ssures one exhibitor's particular ,-aricty competing with 
another's same ,·ariety. 

1:hc arficl~ Park Conservatory pro\'idcs an ideal 
sctt~ng for this Show, as plenty of plant material is 
available to properly stage. ln addition, it proYidcs 
natural light and humidity, which arc so essential. 
. The undissc1:1inatcd Dahlia classes will be of particuhr 
~mere.st, for this year the competition in new originations 
111 both the 1939 Central States Dahlia Fmurirv lass 
and the Thrce-\'C;1r Old Undisseminat d Class \\'ill be 
mo ~ keen. N(}t only will we ha,-e a large number of 
entries from local growers, but many originators from 
clsc\\'hcrc arc ha,·ing their seedlings grown Jocall\• for 
display in these classes. Both classes vii I afford ·com
petition which will be hard ro bc:Jt, and the grower 

(Co11tinued oil fo!lo'l.ving /Jt1ge) 

Your address for the best 
EUROPEAN NOVEL TIES 

is 

H. CARLEE LTD. 
HAARLEM, HOLLAND 
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desiring to see the best in the 194-0 Introductions, will, 
no doubt, find many of them at Garfield Park Co!l
scJ·vatory in September. I~ the Three-year Old U_ndis
scminnted Class, a medal \1/111 be awarded to each wmoer 
in the Formal, Informal, Semi-Cactus and Cactus C~asses, 
and the American Honie Achievement Medal will be 
:wailable for the best of the group. 

• 
The Dahlia Society of Kentucky 

Our meetings this year have f~r surpa~sed _the mcet
ino-s of the past year and much mterest is bemg shown h: the members and also guite a few new members a.re 
j~ining our Society. Our Pres~dent, ~1r. W. H. Swift 
is wide awake and has a very rntcresnng program out
li ned for each meeting. January was our debate meet
ing, the ladies agai1:ist the_ men. Fcbruar:r, Mr. Paul 
Powell gave a very 111rerestmg talk_ on Dahlias. March, 
Mr. J. C. Hayes and Mr. Charles Fieldhouse told of the 
ways to propagate and some of the secrets the othe~s 
did not know. Our Program for our fall show is 
almost complete and the dates are October 7th and 8th 
at the Kentucky I-fotel. Our Society will ~ponsor the 
Mid '\Vest Show in 1940 and we are all lookmg forward 
to it with much enthusiasm and arc cooperating in many 
ways to make it a real pleasure to look forward too. 

· Mrs. TV. F. Kleinjo!m, Secretary. 

• 
Inglewood Dahlia Floral Society 

At the Annual Meeting of the Inglewood Dal~lia and 
Floral Society, the following officers were unarnmous~y 
elected: Robert J. Lundblad, President; Fred Schmit, 
Vice-President· Mrs. A. R. Butler, Recording Secre
tary; Mrs. St~rling S. Tompkins, Corresponding Secre
tary; Mrs. E. L. Neville, Treasurer. 

Both Robert Lundblad and Fred Schmit arc enthusi
astic Dahlia growers of exceptional ~bility and we pre
dict another very successful year with these t"\vo men 
leading our Society. Mrs . Burl~r, Mrs. Tomplnns, and 
Mrs. Neville are all veteran Society members and more 
than able to help the Society function s~n?otl~y and 
efficiently. It is with a great deal of a:itlClpanon and 
enthusiasm that we start the new year with the thought 
of all the members enjoying meeting and working to
gether, having as an objective our annual Show, to be 
held this year August 25th-26th. 

Stanley Spaulding, our able Show Manager for the 
last two years, has already called several mee.tings ?f 
the Show Commfrtcc to prepare the new Prcmmm List 
for 1939. The Show Committee has decided that the 
Society will offer for the first rime, a new trophy, for 
the best undisseminated seedling, members only of the 

The world's finest in the Iris fam ily from the 
ea1·th's remotest parts; in a fan lasy of colors and 
fragrance beyond human imagination. 

Many vari ties- Price list on request 

CLOVENA GARDENS 
780 T:ll'g;ee- Street Concord, S. I., N. Y. 

The American Dahlia Society 

Society being eligible for comp~tition. The Show _Com
mittee thinks the new award will create a lot a friendly 
competition and add zest and pleasure to this y~ar's 
growing of seedlings, by the members of the Society. 

The Inglewood Dahlia & Floral Society extends a 
vvclcome to all members of the American Dahlia Society, 
who might be visiting: in Southern California .this co~
ing August, to attend us annual Show.. We thmk a visit 
to our Show would be one of the bnght spots on your 
trip to Southern California . 

Mrs. Sterling S. T01npkins, Corresponding Sec'y, 
4t3 TV. Queen Street, Inglewood, California. 

• 
Dahlia Society of Georgia 

The Georgia State Dahlia Society installed the foll?w
ing officers for the coming year at the Ja~rnary .meetm&': 
C. E. Faust, President; \ iV. ]. Jomes, Fll'st V1ce-Pres1-
dent; C. C. Mason, Second Vice-President; B. E. 
Phillips, Recording Secretary; W. M. Beckett, Treasurer. 

The meetings of the Society hav.e been :veil ~ttended; 
members taking enthusiastic. part m all d1scuss10i::s and 
plans. At the January mceung, the program chairman, 
C. R. Perry, presented a "Movie_" of the Jal?anese Beetle, 
and White-fringed Beetle, sbowmg the vanous stages of 
gro'\vth and the _destructive features of botl:- Instru~
tions for destroymg these pests were also given. This 
program was of great educational value. _ . 

At a special March meeting, of the Dahlia Society and 
the Men's Garden Club of Atlanta, l\1Ir. Perry, presented 
a talkino- "Movie" showing the effects of balanced fer
tilizers ~n plant growth. This proved a real treat for 
the large crowd in atte~dance. Pl~nts were s~1own for 
a period of three weeks growth, with on~ days growth 
condensed to eighteen seconds. The audience was fas
cinated by the almost human movements of plant 
growth, not visible to the human eye, but caught by 
the fast lens of a camera. Actual root growth under 
ground and the consumption of the food and its uses 
to the plants were also a part of the picture. 

On March r 3th, a delegation of the Georgia State 
Dahlia Society attended the annual banquet f ~~e 
Alabama Dahlia Society in Birmingham, Alabama. 'I his 
was dedicated "Georgia Night" in J:onor ?f th.e Georg
ians attending. The Alabama Dahlia Society is a lar&e 
organization, which was organized by the Georgia 
Dahlia Society a few years ago. 

The Georgia State Dahlia Society launch~d a State
wide membership drive rhat has met with marked 
success. 

• 
News and Notes From Michigan 

Our p1ans are already well under way f.or. our Sta~e 
Show to be held in General Motors Buildmg Audi
torium, September 16th-17th. This . w~ll be .our third 
year in chis beautiful building, an.d It ~s gettmg better 
each year, with the general public bemg educated to 
this show in this location. 

vVe are planning on extending our amateur section 
somewhat, to encourage the amateurs, who after all 
help to make the show interesting, and \vho represent 
the back bone of the Dahlia interest. In addition to 
our already heavy schedule, we are going to extend 
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our offerings for artistic displays. Your scribe has 
already made the necessary arrangements to _ hav~ o11:e 
or our very best floral arrangers take char$e of ~h1s 
department, and it should prove to be a .real 111~1ovanon 
to the public, to see what really beaubf.ul t~ungs .c~n 
be done with the small flowermg Dahlias, m artistic 
arrangements. 

Our State Society, through the cooperation of P.rofes
sor Paul Krone of Michigan State College, who did tl:e 
photography, produced a very fi~1e M..ov1E: or1: Dah~a 
culture, last season. A large port10n o~ this picture is 
in color, and we are very proud. of u. I~ has been 
shown all over the country to various Dahlia soc1ct1es, 
and garden clubs, and seems to be in c01~s~ant demand. 
We believe this to be excellent publicity for the 
Dahlia, and are getting some sr.lendid response from th.e 
showings. 'iVe expect to contmue the photography this 
coming season, to make a real full length movie. 

Michigan growers are all planning 01~ making two 
big Shows next September .. First, the Mid-Wes~ S~10w 
to be held in Cleveland, Ohio and second the M1ch1gan 
State Show to be held in Detroit the preceding week
end. Don't get these dates co?fused. i\~ichiga~1 ~tate 
Show, General J\tlotors Buildmg, Detroit, M1ch1gan, 
September r6th-17th; and Mid-West Show, Cleveland, 
Ohio, September 23rd-24th. 

At the March meeting of the Michigan Society, our 
members were led in a discussion of "vVhat varieties 
I expect to plant this season" by Dr. Del Marr, of 
Ridgetown, Ontario, one of our men:ibers. Dr. Del Marr 
has been making a rather e~tens1ve srn.dy of pl~nt 
genetics, particularly a~ it applies to Dahlias'. and w.1th 
the assistance of Ontario Agnculrure College is carrymg 
on some rather interesting and technical experi~1enrs. 
He is working on the possibility of devclopmg a 
Dahlia with a pleasant fragrance, and rca.lly has som~
thing to work on, from his reports: He is also cxpcn
menting on the problem of. doublmg. the chro~osone 
count in our present Dahlia by vanous experiments 
with introducino- colchicinc into the blood stream of 
the Dahlia. \iV1~ilc most of this work is over the heads 
of the average layman, it is .ime.resti1~g to know th'.u 
a medical man who loves Dahlias, JS domg such splendid 
work, and knowing the good Doctor as I .do, I am con
fident that within a very few years he will have some
thing to offer the Dahlia lovers in this .country that will 
be new, different, and perhaps rcvolur1onary. 

Bruce Colli'lls . 

• 
Kitsap County Dahlia Society 

Bremerton, Washington 
On the evening of March 2 3fd members of the Kitsap 

Dahlia Society met at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Sinclair with a :fine attendance of old members and a 
number of new ones rnkcn in. Mrs. George Hasteings 
was elected secretary-treasurer of the Society and Mrs. 
Nevan McKamey corresponding secretary. Plans for 
the conuno- season were made and the Show date set 
for Auo-us~ 24th and 25th. Mrs. Sinclair then served 
deliciou~ cake and coffee after which the group dis
persed, all deciding to raise better Dahlias than ever 
the coming year. 

Mrs. Nevan McK.amey, Corresponding Secretary. 
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The National Capital Dahlia Society 
The activities of The National Capital Dahlia Society arc 

all pointino· towards our Fourth Regional Dahlia Show 
to be heldbSeptember 2Fd and 24th. vVith the Assistant 
Chief of the vVeather Bureau, Dr. C. C. Clark, as our 
president, we arc expecting to avoid any repetition of 
last year's hurricane, which eliminated .. many of our 
most promising growers from competmon. W ~ are 
therefore expecting this year's show to be our biggest 
and best. 

Our First Annual Banquet was held on March II, 

r939, at Henderson Castl~ with an attcn.dance of 46. 
A very enjoyable evening included a showmg of several 
films of Dahlias in colors taken by "Nick" Gossman and 
one from Rocky River Dahia Gardens. Mr. Gossman 
supplied the projector and scree1~. Mr.. Stephen James 
acted as toastmaster and gave an mtercstmg talk on the 
Dahlias seen during his recent trip to South America. 

At our March meeting Mr. Harry J. Quick, of Mary
land Dahlia Gardens gave a talk on raising Dahlias and 
demonstrated how to make base and leaf cuttings as well 
as how to make a-rafts in Dahlia culture. At our April 
meeting we arc promised a talk by Mr. Earl P. Loller 
of Baltimore, Maryland. He'l7r;1 C. Parker, Secretary. 

• • • 
The Ohio Dahlia Society 

At the January meeting, Mr. Cowie showed pictures 
of his Dahlias and those of many other growers in the 
vicinity of Cleveland. ornc of the pictures were in 
color.' At the February meeting, Mr. Gabrial Samon, 
Cuyahoga County , Extension Agent,. gave a g.ood talk. 
His subject was 'Root Growth with Chemicals and 
Rooting of Cuttings with the ssistance of Chemicals." 
His lecture was very instructiYc and very interesting, 
especially at this time of the year when most Dahlia 
growers are making Dahlia cuttings. 

(C011ti1111ed 011 f'ollo"lving page) 

FREE - BERNICE GEER - JPHEE 
W wa11i >V ry A. D. S. m mbe r to gTO\\" this c hampion 
Dahlia of olll rose color. We only ask that. you s -nd 
50 c nts (coin or stam p) to pay packing n.ncl mailing. 
A opy or our catttlog will h in ·lucl ecl with your plant. 

GliJl\'Ji:VA. OAHl,JA GAHDENS, Gen<'Ya, Ohio 
'l'he 1101111• of n 1nillion l>loo1ns 

RAISE FLOWERS WITHOUT SOIL 

After y:.1~ ~ s::1:fi: ~~e:arelt tllis 
~ ne·w 1>ro1lud, PLAN'J'll:T, is re:Hly. Put 

l'.i bulbs or seeds in sand, cinders or <'X(•eJ
sior. '''att•r ,,·ith chNnieal .~olutio11. 

, RNq1011sc is '\YOnclerful. The 1iftccn 
<'IH·mi<•:tls h1 PJ,AN'rE'f i1royill<.> fooil 
necdl'll fen· ln·illiant l1loo1ns. Use a 

s1>0onful in a A·nl1011 of " ·nter to~etlter ·with sun 
or artifi<•ial light. "\Yonderful new hobby. Get a 
hottlt> :it your dealer or send 7:> <'<'111s for Jinlf n 
1>on1Hl, enou~·l1 for :i:> A·:ilJous of foo1l. Full 1lil"ec
t io1ts " ·itlt eaclL 11ottle. 1Inr111Jess to uuiinals. 
Tr3· this ne"· ,,·ay of raisi11_g; flo\'\·ers, shO'\V your 
frie1ul . · "·hat you <'llll gTO'\Y in cintlCJ•s. 

ELI,JS LATIORATOIHES, INC. 
95 Gree1nvood A. , .e., :uontel:tlr, N . .J. 
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The M id-\Vest Show is coming to Cleveland this 
vear and the Show will be held in the main ball room 
~f the Stader Hotel on Saturday and Sunday, September 
:>.Jid ,rnd 24th. vVe want and expect every Society in 
the Mid-\Vcst to help us in promoting and sraging this 
Sho'.v. \ iVc hope to make this Show the best ever held 
in the i\·lid-\Vest and it is our sincere hope that affiliated 
and unaffiliated societies will give us full support, not 
for the sake of Cleveland but for the Mid-\Vcst. vVe 
want our ,·isitors from other districts to sec the strides 
we hope we arc mal{ing in this great section. A ll Socie
ties in the l\lid-\\1est will or have been communicated 
with and if any arc over-looked, it w ill be because of 
an error. Being human, we may make errors. \ Ve in
clude our Canadian friends in this i1witation. There arc 
mnny wo nderful Dahlia growers in Canada and we want 
them and their blooms. 

\Ve hope our Eastern and YVesteJn friends will honor 
us with their presence. \Ve will do our best to make 
their visit a pleasant one. This goes for the South also. 

All Chairmen wi]] be announced at a later date. The 
Show schedule and premium list will be out in May. 
lf you arc interested and do not get one be sure to 

notify f'drs. R. H. Ho\\·elJs, Sccrcrary, 3290 Dover Cen
ter Road, Dover Center, Ohio; or John Strassen, Presi
dent, Austinsburg, Ohio. If you have any suggestions 
as to publicity, communicate with F. V. R. Veirs, 718 
Linwood Avenue, S. vV., Camon Ohio. 

The best European Dahlia Novelties as well as the 
leading standard varieties are listed in our illus
trated catalogue. Write for it now. 

GOEMANS=VISSER 
tnLLEGOM ttOLLAND 

PLANTS A SPECIAL TY 
Our ert uipm ent and facilities for lhe iwo

du ·tion of high grad plants are uns urpassed 
:inywhere in the country. We invite compari
son n.nd investigati011. 

PLANTS FOR 1939 

Lois \VALCllER, YoUI'.l LucKY STAR, Evi::RY
nooy's FA\'ORl'fE, HtLLSJDE SUNSET, vVINSOl\1E, 

ALICE J\tlAY, MAYOR FRANK Ons, RITA \YELLS, 

SA1 TA l\tloNICA, JEAN JOHNSTON, KlMLKAGE, 

CLAIRE MoRTIMER, HILLSIDE Gow, Vmc1NLA 
RuTF., P1NK LASS and others. 

ALSO 
Hoots and plants oC highest quality of t.ht' 

l ead ing introductions of other years. Get our 
frt>e DL UE DOOli: with full descriptions, ill us
trati ons, complete cultura l directions and 
h elpful hints. 

'\Vholcs:i le Retail 
E .J. 'VIND 

ROCKY RIVER DAHLIA GARDENS 
ROCii.Y RIVY~R OHIO 

The American Dahlia Society 

Missouri Valley Dahlia Association 
Missouri Valley Dahlia Association is the present title 

of the Kansas City Dahlia Society. 
Dues arc $i.oo per family, husband and wife. 
\Vho may belong: any white person in the United 

States or Canada. 
\N hat benefits do members derive: 
r. Society of person interested in the sam~ things, 

Dahlia Culture. 
i. On and after March, 1939, the state magazine of 

Missouri containing· much valuable information for gar
deners will be sent each member. This magazine is 
called "The i\tlissourian" . 

3. Exchange of infornrntion of var ieties, culture and 
storage of the Dahlia. 

4. Participation in the only Dahlia show west of the 
Mississippi and cast of the Rockies. 

5. Aiding through active pnrricipation. in dissem ina
tion of information to amateurs. T he in:.:reascd popular
it:y and growth of Dahlia culture thruout the Missouri 
Valley. 

Report of meeting held Sunday afternoon, February 
r 2, 1939, at the home of Mr. and Mrs. J. D. Lemmer, 
5633 Harrison, Kansas City, Mo. 

The following motions were made and carried: 
E;ich membership shall be entitled to two votes. Vot

ing may be done by written proxy delegates voting 
power. 

The Missouri Valley Dahlia Association Dahlia Show 
shall be held in r939 on or about September 30th in a 
place to be designated later. 

The Missouri Valley Dahlia Association shall affiliate 
with the American Dahlia Society for 1939. 

Fred G. Batcher, Jr. , St. Joseph, J\lf issouri. 

• 
Peekskill Dahlia and Gladiolus Society 
vVith a valentine motif of silvered t\vigs of huckle

berry and spiraea ornamented with red hearts amidst the 
colorful lighted large red candles in decorations, tl1e 
annual mid-winter dinner sponsored by this Society was 
held in the lecrnre hall of the Presbyterian Church in 
Peekskill on February 14th and proved to be a delightful 
affair. 

After the invocation given by the Rev. Blackshear the 
appetites were satisfied in a manner known by the ladies 
of the \N oman's Auxiliary connected with the church, 
who spared no efforts to help in the success of this 
event. Between courses, past president Edward O'Keeffe 
introduced the speakers and guests. The principal speak
ers were selected from the Dutchess County Horricul
rnral Society who sent Mr. Frank Berry, superintendent 
of the Poughkeepsie Parks, to talk on "The Use of Cloth 
Flouses" and the "Control of Insects therein"; Mr. H. E. 
Hedgecock, president of the Eastern New York State 
Gladiolus Society, who had as his subject the "Control 
of Thrips" and also related his experiences in the culture 
of the gladiolus: Mr. Henry Downer, horticultural in
structor and superintendent of grounds at Vassar Col
lege, who talked on "Popular Flowers grown in this 
Section" such as the rose, lily, chrysanthemum, iris, 
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peony, delphinium and a number of annuals. The in
novation apaet from the Dahlia and gladiolus presented 
a rest period for the Dahlia widows present. Of course 
our events arc never complete unless we have these boys 
representing the A. D. S. Among our guests from the 
American Dahlia Society was president Lynn Dudley, 
who took the opporrnnity to tell the back yard growers 
the need of shifting their plots to the front yard where 
rhe blooms may be seen by the public. He also invited 
our members to exhibit at the Park Central Hotel, New 
York City on September 26th and 27th at the New York 
A. D. S. Show. l\lr. Conrad Frey spoke on the stand
ardization of judging and the possibility of establishing 
a school for future flower judges. "Conny" would make 
a fine professor of instruction, we all agreed. Gordon 
\Vaaser, Dewey l\Iohr, Joseph Steele and other members 
of the . D. S. were \\'ith us. It \\'as noticeable that all 
the speakers \\'ere profuse in their praise of the Fall 
Flower Show sponsored by this Society in Peekskill. 
Conrad Frey, kno\\'n as the dean of Dahlia judges, 
termed our Show as a lcatling quality show nnd con
gratulated the Society on outstanding exhibits. 

The 1939 Show will agnin be held in the New York 
Srnrc Armory at Peekskill, N. Y., on Friday, cptcrnbcr 
15th. If possible, do nor fail to exhibit or even attend 
this e:-hibition and convince voursclf that the Peekskill 
Show should be one of your 'annual visits. \Ve arc ex
pecting to complete oLir schedule some rime durjng 
July and anyone interested may obtain a copy of this 
schedule by applying to the Secretary, addressing Locust 

venue, Peekskill, New York. 

R. A. Vogel, Secretary-Treasurer. 

• • • 
Virginia Dahlia Society 

The annua l meeting of the Virginia Dahlia ociety 
\\'as held on the e\·cning of February q, 1939, at 6:30 
P. 1\1., in a priYate dining room of E\\'arts Cafeteria, 
112 orth 5th Street, in Richmond, Virginia, and \\'as 
quire a joyful occasion, ;1 banquet was._ scn·c<l to +5 
members and guests, and the business of t he C\'ening 
followc:d. T his meeting \\ ';ls held primarily to honor 
the officers and members who founded the soc ietv in 
1923, and it was <]Uitc singular that e\·cry' officer ·who 
has scrn.: d since the beginning \\'as presenr cxccpr two 
(one being sick at home and the other \'acationing at 
N";1ssau). i\Ir. J. S. Bosher, our first President, and R. ]. 
Redford, first sccrcra ry \\' re among those present. 
i\Ir. R. P. Liphart was toastmaster, and as usual, did 
his job one hundred per cent as he presented the offi::cr~, 
~hey ;1 ]l responded \'cry grnciously, and it was intercst-
111g to note from their expressions: the manv pleasant 
happen!ngs of bygone dnys and brought back 1i1anv fond 
memories. Among the guests, "·ere our old friend 1\ 1r. 
Lorraine "ho operated a show garden in 1928, in one 
of our parks, and 1\ Ir. Fred Bates who figured \'Cr\' 
promincnrlr in our organization. In addition to th1s 
feature. a lcc.turc on plant foods was given, and 3 reels 
of motion picture (much of which was in tcchnicolor) 
was presented, it was the gift of Rocky Ri,' er Dahli~ 
Gnrdens.' Rocky Rfrer'. Ohio, and those present were 
greatly indebted for tl11S loan. The meeting \\'as quite 
an enthusiastic one, and greatly enjoyed by all. Officers 
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for 1939 were elected and Mr. R. 0. Smith was re
elected .President, and E. Guy \Vjlliams, Secretary and 
Treasurer, Mr. ]. A . Millard was again elected Editor
in-Chicf. 

E. Guy lVilliams, Secretary rt11d Treasmer, 
323,V I Voodro·w A'vem1e, Ric!:m10nd, Virgi11ia. 

• 
Washington Dahlia Society 

Tacoma, Washington 

T l:e year. 1939 opened with several changes in our 
officia l family .l\1rs. Lee our president for many years, 
asked to be rclic,·ed of office, and although we were re
luctant to. loss her cheerful guidance, her gift of time, 
~nd exp.erien~c, we. ar.e glad to know she is contcmplat
rng a mp which w1ll rncludc some of the Eastern D<lhlia 
Sl~o\\·s, we wish her every happiness this \'acarion can 
brmg. i\ Trs. H. C . Cogs~\·ell our secretary for the past 
ten years, also thought it was time for some one else 
t? share the vvork, she has so efficiently done, and the 
nme she h·1s so generously given, a record hard for the 
new secretary to live up to . Our second vice, Mr. F. 
Robson, was ca~led hom.c in NO\·cmbcr, his genial 
presence, and his enthusiasm as an amateur Dahlia 
grower ·will long be remembered by our society. Offi
cers for the year arc as follows: President, i\lr. C. \V. 
Tryon; Fjrsr Vi~e-Presi<lent, Irs. J. . i\lcneghel, 
Second V1ce-Pres1dent, Mrs. Frnnk Dick; Secretary, 
l\lrs. Florence ~~ · Robson, 706 South Sheridan Avenue, 
Tacoma, \Vash111gton; Treasurer, Mr. Francis G land
:field; Regional Vice-Presidents, Mr. ]. E. Hulin, Seat
tle, Mr. A. N. Kanouse, Olympia, Mrs. . A. \Vestgatc, 
VancouYcr, Mrs. L. H. Travis, Chehalis, Mr. A. A. 
Ames, Yakima. E,xccutive Committee: Mr. H. D. 
Cogswe]J, i\Trs. lcn Dunlap, Mrs. C. \V. Tryon. 

( Co11tillfled 011 follo,..t.1Ji11g pnge) 

THE SUPER GIANTS 
.rumJw Sat1m (1;1 t·g· ;;i bloom in ;J <'al ifon1ia Show;;), 
i\1011:11·(']~ ol' Ou• i<::is t , 1,ortl of Allt1111111, ll'. Al;;o 11la11ts 
of :111 of tlw lwst 1n:m introclu l' tion>-:. 

:i0 '1 dis1·ount on sur11lns roots l'or l\1a,·-'\.Yri1e 

.\L ''UY'S S l ' PIUi::l1 Ii: DA 11 Ll.\S 
Bo.'- B 'l'h·erton, Jlhocl1.• Island 

CORNELL DAHLIA GARDENS 
498 Somerset St., North Plain.field, N. ]. 

Roots of Cornell Dahlia $5.00 

Dlle to limited garden space I am offering 
a special reduction to the trade 
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Our Society has enjoyed the picture of gardens, of 
Canada and the United States, shown by Mr. and Mrs. 
J. \i\T. Lee. 

\Ve were sorry to loss by death one of our oldest 
members, and one long interested in the growing of 
Dahlia, Mrs. George Litz. 

Plans for our Dahlia Show have already been started, 
and the date September l st and md chosen.. Our 
Dahlia growers informs us that the roots have wmtered 
well and that Dahlias grown in these parts should make 
one of the best showing we have ever ha.d, arrd that 
our Show should be one of the best exhibits to date. 

Mrs. Florence L. Robson, Secretary, 
Tacoma, Washington. 

• • • 
Wellsville Dahlia Society 

Your editor has just received the sp~endid si~teen pa&e 
program of the Sixth Annual Wellsv1lle (Ohio) Dahlia 
Show to be held at Wellsville, Saturday and Sunday, 
September 23rd and 24th at the High School. 

This Show has the reputation of superior quality. 
I can't urge you too strongly to arrange to attend the 
Show if you can possibly do so. 

Since the Mid West Dahlia Show will be held on the 
same dates at Cleveland it is suggested that both Shows 
may be enjoyed over the week-end. 

Exhibitors, large and small will find classes to. fit their 
requirements. Details may be obtained from Miss Maud 
Crawford, Secretary, 905 Buckeye Avenue. 

Win That Prize 
WITH 

ZANT'S 
BLUE RIBBON 

ROOTS and PLANTS 

Michigan's Best 

Fully Described In Our 32 Page 

Illustrated Catalogue 

Many Miniatures and Pompons 

Money Saving Collections 

Z A N T ' S Wildwood Gardens 

MICHIGAN'S MODEL DAHLIA FARM 
Box A Grand Rapids, Michigan 

The American Dahlia Society 

Many special awards are provided among which are 
the A. D. S. Medal, House Beautiful, Futurity Medal, 
American Home Achievement Medal. President's Chal
lenge Cup, Various Sweepstakes ::md \V cllsvillc Board 
of Trade Trophy for Grand Sweepstakes, Professional 
or Amateur. 

The Glad Dahlia Club will hold its Gladiolus Sho~ 
August 19th and 20th at the same location. For in
formation address: Mr. E. L. SaYage, 208 North Street, 
Wellsville Ohio. 

• • • 
West Virginia Dahlia Society News 

The West Virginia Dahlia Society is now in the 
process of going "national" and becoming a branch 
society of the great American Dahlia Society. Our or
ganization feels that this is a forward "Dahlia" step . 

Accompanying ~he process of becoming a branch 
society is the news that the West Virginia Trial Gar
den, located on the beautiful state college campus in 
Fairmont, is to be made a branch garden of the national 
trial garden. This too, is a forward Dahlia step. (More 
about this item will be found in Superintendent Roberts' 
article in this BULLETIN.) 

The date for the 1939 West Virginia Dahlia Show 
has been fixed by the society. The Show will be held 
in Fairmont on Friday and Saturday, September fifteen 
and sixteenth. The Show will be staged in two different 
locations. The Show proper will be held in the ball 
room and the main dining room of the Fairmont Hotel. 
The pageant of the Show, as now planned, will be a 
spectacular affair and will be staged at Rosier Field at 
the state college. The title for the pageant of i 939 will 
be the same as used in preceding years. This title is 
"The Court of Flowers." The 1939 pageant will be 
much larger than any yet presented. The cover page of 
the last number of the A. D. S. BULLETT shows one 
scene from the 1938 pageant. Already lovers of :flowers 
and of pageantry are placing Fairmont on their "must 
list" for 1939· The West Virginia Dahlia Society and 
all civic and social organizations of the City of Fair
mont, extend an invitation to come to the 1939 'Vest 
Virginia Dahlia Show and Flower Pageant. This will 
be our thirteenth Show. 

Mrs. Bess G. Hardesty, president of the West Vir
ginia Dahlia Societv, has appointed two large committees 
·which are already working on the 1939 Show. These 
two committees are called "More Flowers Committee" 
and "Dahlia Information Committee." The usual stand
ing committees are also being announced by Mrs. Hard
esty. 

At the spring meeting of the society the publication 
of the state Bulletin was deferred until Show time this 
fall. Apologies are hereby extended t0 our advertising 
clients. All checks received for space have been re
turned. 

Dahlia growers are invited to make use of the West 
Virginia Trial Garden. The new varieties coming along 
should be grown in many gardens in order that they 
might have a more thorough recommendation. Entry 
blanks may be had upon request from Superintendent 
C. M. Roberts, State College, Fairmont, 'iVest Virginia. 

Oliver Shurtleff, Secretary, 
Fairmont, West Virginia. 
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LOIS WALCHER 
TJ1e only Dahlia that ever ·won six Ainerican Home 

Achieventents in see•Hini:- competition. A (}elig·J1t to 
~ro,v. Eady 1noiuse blooiner. A st:uulout for beauty. 
Pronouncecl by experts to be the best bi-colo1· to <late. 
True llUn!!>y 1nn-1l1e, eyenly tiu11e•l a clear, clean -w-ltite. 

Now offered in PJ ... AN'I'S ONLY. l\loclerately priced. 
Strong, well grown plants $3.GO; 3 for $10.00. 

"\\' rite Originator aiul In.tro(lucer 

RALPH "\IVALCHER 
Hntl1away Roall Iledford, Obio 

HERE ARE SOME OUTSTAND
ING DAHLIAS 

And We Have Extra Strong Plants of 
Them in 3" Pots at Reasonable Prices 

Auro1·:1 
Autun111 l\Ji st 
Ilorcl1 Fornker 
C:trl G. D:tl1l 
Cl1erokee Il1·:rve 
Dean Aiulerson 
Evc1·ybotly's Favorite 
Gl:111101n: 
Hillsi<le Goltl 
Rncliant Beauty 

(Ii:emp) 
Langeloth 
Lois Walchcr 
Louisiana Run1bn 
1'1acl River CJ1ief 
l\l:n.-rieta E. 
lUayor Frank Otis 
Milflred Pote 
l\loclel 999 
Mrs. C. E. Wil1lon 
Ol1io Rose 

Peace 
Pink Elegance 
Phillilil Ji:niA'1tt 
Prc1nie1·'s Exquisite 
P1·e1uier's l\lnjestic 
Prcn1ier's WinsoJUe 
Rita ""\\' ells 
H.obert L. Ripley 
noscn1ary's Beauty 
Shh-ley Tcn11Jle 
SlcetlY Hollow 
on of Satan 
t1·aig;J1t's "\Vltite 

Sunr:\ys 
Volc:u10 
Virginin Shipley 
"\Vatcl1ung Giant 
Your J .. ueky Star 
Yowu-lUatsuoJ:;;:a 
Yellow 1'\larvcl 

Request the New List Just Issued 

Premier Dahlia Gardens 
63 Mertz Avenue Hillside, New Jersey 

I Was Amazed At The Quick 
Results Given By Spraying With 

THE ROTENONE-PENETROL 
SPRAY 

Writes one Dahlia grower- but 
here is his letter--read it your
self: 
Th H.ototox Company 

Ea ·t Williston, N. Y. 

Dear Sir: 
Corn borer was holding an outing in my 

Dahlia patch un t il the clay I started to use 
R TOTOX. I was amaz d at the quick results 
giv n by spraying w ith ROT TOX. It is a 
v ry ff ctive spray for this pest and can 
r omm nd i t most hi gh ly for a gen ral all
aro und spray. 

P. S. Please s nd m e som o.rd er sheets and 
a f ew dir ection bookl ts to .,, 1v to my c us
tomers as I hn.v a lr ady g iv n ROTOTOX a 
big h and. It i s woncl rful a.ls [ r thrips on 
:rlads. Thank s ! 

(Gro-wer's na1ne :11111 addre!'iis " ·ill be furnislled 
on request) 

NEED WE SAY MORE? 
"\Vritc for literat1ne 1l<'S(.•ribing RO'I'OTOX 

:incl its uses. Thl•re is no ol1liµ;ation. Or 
hetter still, 01·1lt'1· direct f1:on1. this :111 :uul be 
111·c1mred to in·oteet -your 11l:1nts fro111 re1l 
s1ti<lc-r. Jc:i[ ho1111(.•t·, corn borer, nncl otlter 
D:1hlia ucstN. 

RO'l'O'l'O:X is not an cx11e11siYe 11rclJ:iration. 
Note the 1u1111ber of gallous of co111ulete spray 
tllat ean be nUllle fro111 tllc ·arious qna11tities 
ht ,,,·hic.-lt RO'I'O'l'OX is olltninahle, :nul .iu(lge 
for y01n:sclf. Let it be y01n· ;.:;11i1h• iu order
ing· .iu~t the a111011111 you " ·ill 1·equire for tlae 
entire season. H .c111e111 ber, "A.n onn<'<' of ure
Y<.•n tion-" g;iYCs you the .iu11111 on all insect 
llests. 

S ounces ............. .... ... ... ..... .. . $1.00 
(mak s 12 to 24 gallons or sp ray) 

1 pint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.75 
( m a.lrns 24 to 48 g·allons of spray) 

1 •1uart . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.00 
(mal<es 48 1.o 9G g·allon s of sp r ay) 

1;2 gallon ... ..... ....................... 5.00 
(rnak s 9G to 192 gallons of sp r ay) 

1 gal1011 ..... .. . .. ......... ...... ....... 10.00 
(makes 192 to 384 gallons of spray) 

SJ1iplJC<l POSTPAID, tern1s cash witlt order 

THE ROTOTOX COMPANY 
8101 Yale Street East Williston, N. Y. 
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Pink Grand 
A giant informal pink flower 
with wonderful keeping qual
ities, despite its size. 

Blooms easily 10 inches in 
diameter without forcing, 
held on impeccable . stems. 

The only Dahlia. in cultivation 
with the same pink color of 
Kathleen Norris . 

• 

Trial Reports 

At East Lansing: "Scored 85-E.' 
At Cincinnati: "Pink Grand stands the heat better than Kathleen Norris." 
At eight private gardens it stood out head and shoulders above any other large pink. 
From George Brayton's garden in Fort Thomas, Kentucky, were cut three blooms 
from two plants which won the blue ribbon in undisseminated section of 0. V. D. A. 
Show in Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Pink Grand regularly produces a big clump of roots in every type of good soil. 

Roots $15.00; Plants $5.00; Rooted Cuttings $3.35 

Don't miss "BEGONIA ROSE" in 1940. A true "break" in Dahlia varieties. Far 
ahead of any known variety in production, growing habits, poise of flower and stem. 
A new color in Dahlias-Begonia Rose. Certificate at East Lansing-1938. Read 
report. 

SEND FOR OUR ILLUSTRATED RATED DAHLIA BOOK 

GOLDEN RULE DAHLIA FARM 

DEPT. B 

Harley T. Peck & Sons 

LEBANON, OHIO 

PRESS OF THE W HAP LSS-BULLIS CO M P ANY, NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT 

P RINTED IN U . S. A. 
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