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Control of European Corn Borer in Dahlias 
C. H. Batchelder-D. D. Questel 

United States Department of Agriculture, Bureau of Entomology and Plant Quarantine 

Some readers of the BULLETIN will encounter the 
European corn borer in their gardens for the :first time 
during the season of i938. Such a discovery need not 
lead to anxiety if the grower knows what the. pest is and 
how Dahlias may be protected from injuries caused by 
it. The purpose of this rcpon is to provide Dahlia en
thusiasts ·with that kind of information, based upon exten
sive experimentation with infested Dahlias conducted at 
Berkley, Massachusetts, and New Haven, Connecticut, 
by the Bureau of Entomology and Plant Quarantine of 
the United States Department of Agriculture. Informa
tion obtained from these studies and made available here 
is concerned with ·what the corn borer is, ·where it comes 
from, how it gets into Dahlias, and what means may be 
underrnken to control it.* 

Borers Co111monly Fou77d i11 Dablias 
Two species of borers are found in Dahlia stalks in the 

Eastern States. One of these is a native stalk borer, 
PCipaipe'llltt 11ebris 17itela ( Guen.), which is characterized 
by chocolate-brown, interrupted, lateral stripes. It in
fests Dahlias in June and July and is rarely as numerous 
as the European corn borer, Pyrm1sta 1111bilalis (Hbn.). 
The latter is a grayish-pink caterpillar with a dark-brown 
head, an<l ,,·hen fuUy grown is about one inch in length. 
It usually attacks Dahlias in August and September. 

The corn borer is now (1938) widely distributed be
tween l\'1aine and Virginia and \.Vestward to Indiana, 

*For furth e r inCormation about th e European corn 
borer consult bullet.ins obtainable from th e Director of 
~nformation, U. S. Departm ent of Agri ulture, Wash
ington, D. 

Michigan, and a part of 'Visconsin. At least two strains 
of the insect arc found in this territory. One of these 
strains lives through a single generatior1 each year; it is 
more a pest of corn than of Da,hlias, and prcdomin;ltes 
in the region of the Great Lakes, Pennsylvania, and west
ern New York. Another strain, which is most com
monly found along the Atlantic seaboard, li\'es through 
two or more generations each year and is a pest of botl1 
corn and Dahlias. It has been observed tha.t \.Vhen there 
are two generations each year, the first is most com
monly found in corn while representati,·es of the second 
generation cause damage to both corn and Dahlias. 

TV/Jere Borers Co717e From 
The corn borer hibernates in the larval or caterpilhu· 

srnge during the falJ, wimer, and early spring in old, 
dead stalks of Dahlias, corn, or \veeds. In i\Iay it 
changes (through pupation) to a moth, which flies about 
at night and lays eggs upon corn and ccrrain kinds of 
weeds. The larvae that hatch from these eggs live 
during June and July in corn or weeds, finally changing 
rn moths a.gain late in July or in August. Some of the 
moths originating at this time fly to Dahlia gardens and 
there deposit egg masses upon the under surfaces of 
leaves. These egg masses arc about one-eighth of an 
inch across and consist of flattened, m·erlapping, whitish, 
disc like eggs. 

How Borers Get Imo Dablirrs 
vVithin a week the eggs hatch and the young cater

pillars disperse over the Dahlia phint. \\' hen one of 
these tiny caterpillars crawls into the space between 

• 

Figure I. Newly-hatched corn 

borers enter and feed within 

the spaces formed at foliage 

and blossom buds. 
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closely appressed foliage at leaf and blossom buds, as 
shO\vn bv the bud in figure 1, it begins to feed upon the 
soft tissU'es of the as yet unexposed parts. Sheltered in 
these spaces it continues to excava,te, eventually driving 
a tunnel into the bud. Infested blossom buds result in 
lopsided blooms similar to those shown in figures 2 and 
3. \Vhen the larva enters a foliage bud, however, it 
continues its excavation into the branch on which the 
bud has developed. 

It is important to note that the hatching of eggs and 
the initial infestation of axillary, foliage, and blossom 
buds usually take place during August, although the 
serious damage caused by the borer does not begin to 
make itself man if est until the caterpillar has reached a 
much larger size and has ca.used breakage of stems and 
branches. Unless Dahlia plants are carefully examined 
earlier, the infestation may not be discovered until Sep
tember, when injuries become more apparent and it is 
too late to protect the plant from further damage. 

How to Recognize /17festation by the European Corn 
Borer 

The first indications of infestation arc found when new 
foliage, axi llary, and blossom buds begin to wilt. These 
turn black, and one may find at these points small masses 
of black frass which have been extruded by the exca
vating larvae. This condition, illustra.ted in figures 4 
and 5, is followed by gradual wilting and withering of 
other leaves and buds on the affected branch, as shown 
in figure 6. If one examines the plant in the vicinity of 
the frass the borer will be found in a small, discolored 
cavity. At this stage in the development of the infesta
tion the borer is from one-fourth to one-half of an inch 
in length and about ready to tunnel downward in the 
branch. Later (in September) a small hole may be 
found at the base of the affected branch, as shown i11 

figure 7, from which sawdustlike material accumulates or 
drops to parts of the plants below. Internal excavations 
at these places weaken the branches and they break off, 
carrying with them the partly developed blossom buds 
or blooms. 

Varieties Susceptible to fof estation 

Examinations of many common types of Dahlias have 
not disclosed any variety that js immune to infestation 
by the European corn borer. 'Vhile some varieties ap
pear to be infested less than others, this js usually 
attributable to differences in plant growth-stage when 
corn borer eggs were being laid, or to differences of 
location in the garden; and what appears to be a rela
tively immune variety at one time may under other cir
cumstances become heavily infested. It bas been ob
serve.cl, ho,vever, that the most vigorously growing 
Dahlias are also most susceptible to infestation. A Dahlia 
plant that is well cultivated, and has been heavily fer
tilized, grows rapidly and produces a large number of 
new buds and therefore it provides a, maximum number 
of places in \vhich the tiny caterpillars may find shelter 
and food. Since the more highly prized Dahlias are 
usually grown in the best soil and are given the most 
careful culture they often become the most heavily in
fested plants in the garden. 

Dahlia growers have reported considerable variation 
from year to year in the intensity of the infestation in 

Figure 2. A lop-sided bloom (left) and an infested flower 
at right. 

their plants as well as in the varieties most heavily in
fested, and some gardens appear to escape serious in
juries. In general, the occurrence of corn borer infesta
tion appears to depend as much upon the rate of growth 
as upon the gro\\·th-habit of the variety. The intensity 
of the infestation that may develop in a garden is un
predictable, but the safe procedure is to start applying 
insecticides as soon as corn borer eggs begin to hatch and 
certainly when signs of frass or of wilting begin to 
appear. 

Jv[et/:Jods of Protecting Dablias From Infestation 
An understanding of how borers get into Dahlias 

suggests seYeral methods that may be adopted for keep
ing them out. One naturally considers first the effect of 
pruning and disbudding upon the occurrence of infesta
tion. vVhen buds, shoots, or branches show signs of 
infestation they may be opened ·with a knife and the 
borer removed, otherwise they should be pruned off in 
order to protect the remainder of the plant. In gardens 
that have been very lightly infested this practice has 
somet!mes proved sufficient, although the corn borer 
docs not usually select the buds that would be pruned 
normally. \Vhcn heavier infestation prevails disbud
ding foils to protect the remaining blooms. 

Choice varieties are sometimes grown under tents con
structed of tobacco shade-doth, and this practice has 
been found greatly to reduce the infestation. It does not 
insure plants tha.t are entirely free from borers, however, 
since small larvae, hatching on nearby plants or from 
eggs laid upon the screen, penetrate it and drop or crawl 
to the plants ·within the enclosure. 

The Bureau of Entomology and Plant Quarantine has 
found several types of insecticides effective for control
ling the com borer in Dahlias, and tests by both amateur 

(Continued on following page) 
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Figure 3. "Jane Cowl v. Borer". Note shriveled petals, 
stunting and black frass at base of flower. 

European Corn Borer Contrnl-Cont. from page 5 

and commercial growers have shown that protection can 
be secured if certain materials arc applied at the right 
time. 

Important Requirements of Corn Borer Control 
The effective use of insecticides in the treatment of 

Dahlias is dependent upon careful observance of several 
details of the proccdu re. \Vhilc the details of insecticide 
mixing and application are much the same as are required 
for the treatment of other pests, the time of application 
and the places in which the poisons are effective are 
determined by the habits of the corn borer. The most 
important points to be considered in the control of the 
corn borer on Dahlias arc discussed in the lettered para.
graphs that follow. 

a. Knowing where the borer is. 
In previous paragraphs the reader has been shown how 

Dahlias plants become infested and where the corn borer 
feeds during the early stages of its development. It 
should be noted particularly that the young caterpillar 
enters spaces in the vicinity of foliage and blossom buds, 
and in such secluded places feeds upon the surface of 
these parts before it becomes a borer. During this period 
of external feeding the young caterpillar may be killed 
by insecticides applied to these areas. Several types of 
insecticides have been found useful when applied for 
this purpose, and they should be applied, if possible, in 
advance of the arrival of the young caterpillar at the 
foliage or blossom buds. 

b. Scheduling the insecticide applications. 
Owing to the rapid growth of the plants, the dilution 

of insecticidal materials by rainfall, and the continuous 
hatching of corn borer eggs, applications should be re
pea.red at 5·-day intervals. Hatching usually begins in 
localities of southern New England during the first week 
of August and continues into the first week of Septem-

The American Dahlia Society 

bcr. Thus five or six applications arc necessary to pro
tect the plants. The first insecticide application should 
be made when corn borer egg masses begin to hatch, and 
certainly w hen signs of wilting begin to appear. For 
example, if hatching first occurs in a Dahlia, garden on 
August 5th, the succeeding applications should be 
scheduled for August roth, 15th, 20th, 25th and 30th, 
unless interrupted by rains. 

Rainfall sometimes interferes seriously with the opera
tion of a treatment schedule. The insecticides may be 
diluted or washed from the plants, and although light 
showers may serve to redistribute them and increase 
their effectiveness, heavier rainfall may destroy their 
value. After heavy rains the plants should be resprayed 
and the treatment schedule dated anew. Failure to de
tect rhe first hatching may result in retarding the 
schedule of applications and thus permit many of the 
larvae to reach locations in which they a.re protected 
from insecticidal agents. 

The most practical schedule can be established through 
the cooperation of local and State agricultural agencies. 

c. Parts of the Dahlia to be treated. 
Insecticidal sprays should be directed to those parts of 

the plant in which infestation is first established, that is, 
the gro'\ving foliage, axillary, and blossom buds, and 
these should be covered thoroughly with insecticide. If 
these areas arc made the targets at which sprays are 
directed, the remainder of the plant will usually also 
receive sufficient trea.tment. 

d. Equipment for applying spray or dust. 
For spraying Dahlias in gardens of 500 or more plants 

the most satisfactory equipment is a wheelbarrow-type 
sprayer with about 1 5 feet of hose. The hose should 
terminate in a 30-inch brass extension pipe provided at 
the tip end wjth a nozzle and at its base with a. lever
opcrated valve for controlling the spray. This rigid 
extension pipe facilitates directing the spray at the proper 
parts of the plant. In small gardens compressed-air 
sprayers of the portable, 3-gallon size have been found 
quite satisfactory. 

When insecticides are applied in dry pov;rder form 
(dual-fixed nicotine) with hand-operated dusters, the 
insecticide may be directed by means of the extension 
tube that is a standard part of most dusters. 

c. Improving the spreading capacity of insecticides. 

Figure 6. Late stage infestation. Note half-grown borer. 
Flower buds destroyed. 
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Insecticides will penetrate better into the protected 
places inhabited by young borers if certain chemicals 
known as spreadjng agents are added. Such spreaders 
must be measured carefully in order to avoid both ex
cessive "run-off" of the spray and serious injury to the 
plants. They should be thoroughly mixed in the spray 
water before the insectfrides are added. When em
ployed fr1 the proportions indicated they are useful and 
do not cause injuries to Dahlias. 

Ammonium sulpho soap or sodium sulpho soap spread
ers in dry form should be diluted at the rate of r part of 
spreader to 1,600 parts, by weight, of spray water. When 
mixing spray in 50-gallon lots, 4 ounces of this type of 
spreader should be used. 

Spreaders composed essentially of sulphated alcohols. 
sucl1 as sodium lanryl sulphate in a dry powder form, 
and sulphonated alkylated diphenyl products (dry pow
der) should be used at the rate of 3 ounces (avoir
dupois) per 50 gallons of spray. 

Because of the danger of injuring Dahlfas by improper 
quantities of spreaders, only the exact quantities men
tioned should be used. The difficulty of measuring small 
quantities in the field makes it inadvisable to include the 
spreader in such small quantities as 5-gallon lots. 

Insecticidal Sprays 
Three types of insecticidal sprays have been found use

ful in controlling the European corn borer 011 Dahlias. 
The proportions and methods used in preparing them are 
as follovvs: 

Figure 4. Signs of infestation in a terminal bud; stunting, 
wilting and black frass. 

I 
I L _________ _ 

1 

Figure 5. Borer entrance points : at left, borer entered 
through a flower bud; at right, through foliage bud. Note 

shriveled leaf. 

Nicotine tamzate spray. This material is prepared by 
combining dilute solutions of free nicotine (50 percent 
nicotine) and Chinese gallo-tannin (40 percent tannin) . 
These n1aterials should be measured accurately, since an 
excess of any constituent will not increase the effective
ness of the spray. The utensils employed should be 
clean and free from residue likely to make the water 
hard or strongly alkaline. The following method of 
procedure in the preparation of nicotine tannate results 
in a stable mixture vvhen the spray water employed is 
not from a hard-wa.ter source. 

For mal{ing up 50 gallons of spray: 
Solution A (45 gallons): (r) Dissolve the required 

quantity of spreader in 45 gallons of water, (2) dissolve 
2'l- fluid ounces of Chinese gallo-tannin (liquid) jn 2 

gallons of this water, (3) pour (2) into (1) and stir 
vigorously. 

Solution B (5 gallons): (1) in 5 gallons of clean vntcr, 
(2) pour 8 fluid ounces of 50 percent free nicotine, and 
stir until it is dispersed in the water. 

Combining solutions A and B: (r) Pour solution B 
slowly into Solution A and (2) scir the mixrure vigor
ously. 

For making a 5-gallon lot, proceed in the same manner. 
The equivalent quantities of materials (using a measuring 
spoon) are: 4 Yi rablespoonfuls of liquid tannin and 1 Yz 
tablespoonfuls of free nicotine (50 percent nicotine). 

Derris spray. Ground root of derris in powder form, 
containing 4 per cent of rotenone, may be used as a 
mixture in spray \Vater to which has been added a 
spreader as described above. For 50 gallons of spray, 2 

pounds of ground derris-root po\\·der are stirred in a 
bucket \Vith a small quantity of spray water until the 
powder is thoroughly wetted a,nd is in the form of a 

(Continued 011 page 22) 
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Fifty Dahlias That I Would Grow 
in My Garden 

By Conrad Frey 

This selection has been made of varieties which arc of 
outstanding merit and are all varieties with which I am 
acquainted. There are no doubt considerable other 
varieties which would measure up, but as I have had no 
experience with them, I would not venture to express 
an opinion regarding them. In reviewing, I will en
deavor to point out the special characteristics of each 
variety. 

f crne Cowl. Although one of the very old va,rieties, it 
is still outstanding and when grown properly will be 
hard to beat. It won at the American Dahlia Society 
Fall Show of 1937 as the best Dahlia of the New Jersey 
origin. It is an easy :flower to grow-likes considerable 
nourishment and is quite insect resistant. 

Kathleen Norris. Still the outstanding pink in the in
formal decora,tive. It has its peculiarities but is worth 
taking a chance on. If grown properly under good 
cultivation, it can become the largest flower in the Show. 
It was a runner-up at the American Dahlia Society Show 
for the best New Jersey origin, the choice resting be
tween Kathleen Norris and Jane Cowl which would get 
the honors. 

Lord of Autumn. One of the outstanding informal 
dccoratives in the yellow class. This flower is also a 
little temperamental, but one very desirable to grow if 
you are fortunate enough to bring it through. It is a 
flower that attracts considerable attention due to its 
mammoth size-both width as \vell as depth. This is 
another Dahlia that ca.n be exhibited for the largest and 
most perfect flower of the Show. 

Mrs. George Le Boutillier. This is one of the out
standing red informal dccorativcs of the day. Consider 
this on par with Murphy's M.asterpiece when grown cor
rectly. It has plenty of vigor and is resistant to insects. 
It is a robust grmver and holds its flower on a rigid 
stem. It was awarded the best flo\vcr at the Peekskill 
Dahlia Society Slww last fall, measuring 14 by 7 inches. 

i\tfurpby's Masterpiece. The first and best of the 
monster reds which up to the present time is still tops. 
It is easily grown to a tremendous size, has exceptional 
depth with a good rich color and docs not require the 
cultivation necessary to other varieties to get its unusual 
size. It has won more often than any other variety for 
the largest and best bloom in the Show. 

San/Jican's Cameo. This Dahlia is outstanding because 
of its beautiful color- coral rose shaded mallow pink on 
reverse with a golden sheen on face of petals, glow
ing beautifully under artificial Jight. The bush is sturdy, 
has good stems and holds the bloom erect. Due to its 
odd color, it is very attractive for formal decorative. If 
not familiar with this variety, it is well worth trying, a 
Dahlia that scores at least 85. 

Sultan of Hillcrest. A plant which is a strong grower 

and produces huge blooms of lemon yellow ·with a rosy 
pink reverse, making a very unusual color effect. Grows 
on strong sterns, up to eleven or twelve inches by at 
least six inches in depth. It has one bad characteristic. 
At times fr is apt to have a deformed center but a Dahlia 
well worth growing. 

Amelia Earhart. Still one of the outstanding semi
cactus Dahlias of an apricot buff with salmon tints 
shading to. a soft yellow at base of petals. It is an im
provement on Edna Ferber, larger in size, better form 
and stem. It has more winnings to its credit in the 
semi-cactus in the cast than any other semi-ca.ctus. 

Bette Davis. Semi-cactus. A strong vigorous bush 
carrying deep violet rose bloom. Although not a large 
flower, if grown properly can attain the size of about 
nine or ten inches by about six inches in depth. Has 
won for the best semi-cactus in the Show. 

Golden Standard. Jncurved cactus. A warm buff 
shaded amber and gold. Very pleasing in form with full 
centers and evenly arranged petals. At times it is in
clined to revert to the straight cactus type, but in spite 
of this is still one of the best in its class. A seedling of 
Jane Cowl, it seems to have all the characteristics of the 
former and is at its best in cool weather. 

Satan. The first giant red semi-cactus to come into 
existence with its yellow reverse of petals showing at 
the center as it unfolds. Sterns are very long, a little 
rubbery and will require support while growing until 
the sterns begin to harden. Otherwise the heavy bloom 
is apt to hang. The color is not of the brightest red 
and will have a tendency to fade out and appear dirty. 

American Triump!J. Incurved cactus. Color of an 
oriental or bright clear red. Blooms with high centers 
held erect on straight stems. Petals arc decidedly in
curved when :flower is fully developed. A good garden 
and exhibition :flower as it is an exceptionally good 
keeper and probably the most outstanding red incurvcd 
cactus in existence today. It has one bad feature-it 
requires a lot of spraying as it is susceptible to thrip and 
leaf-hopper injury, but a wonderful Dahlia. 

Rudolf's Giant. The flower, in addition to having 
size, has depth and the centers arc tight and compact. 
It is a live buff with an apricot and pink suffusion which 
gives a glowing effect. It holds full centers throughout 
the season and attains size up to r z inches and to ; inches 
in depth. It is a low bush but a vigorous grower. 

Margrace. One of the outstanding borderline Dahlias 
from informal decorative to semi-cactus due to its size 
and brilliant coloring. Of a bright cardinal with a tan 
reverse. Petals curl and twist, showing their reverse on 
excellent stems. It has good size on a healthy plant. 

W ate bung Giant. A Dahlia of the largest bloom class, 
color a deep amber yellow with a suffusion of orange 
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cadmium. T his is one of the best i937 introductions, 
m1d has been shown very successfully in the past season 
for the largest and best flower i.n the Show, with blooms 
measuring 13 L>y 7 inches and held erect on good stiff 
sterns. A Dahlia of very good form that should not be 
overlooked. 

A:zure. Of Jilac ·with a bluish violet sheen, it is one 
of the largest informal decorative flowers, having good 
form as well as depth. A tremendous rugged bush 
blooming very late. A Dahlia which should be planted 
early in order to get any real satisfaction from it. This 
plant is also insect resistant. 

Dectll Anderso11. A coppery-fuschia colored flower on 
a well grown bush which reaches six or seven feet. Has 
rather pleasing foliage \vith good stems. Not a large 
flower but of unusual color and should be of interest to 

those \vho arc seeking something different. 
A717erican Purity . A 1937 introduction which bas be

come a favorite to those looking for a white semi-cactus. 
1t is a fine, large, deep white on erect stems. Its sub
st;111cc and keep ing qualities make it ideal as an exhibition 
Dahlia. Has clean foliage and can be shown as the best 
semi-cactus flower or for that matter, in the Show. 

Miss Glory. A fine outstanding yellow semi-cactus. 
Deep yellow in color, with sturdy stems, it is a good 
exhibition flower. The petals arc all considerably in
cun·cd. It was considered one of the finest Dahlias at 
Storrs Trial Ground in 1935. A fl.O\vcr that one will 
not go wrong on. 

Greater Glory. Semi-cactus. T his is an outstandnig 
pink which was introduced fr1 1937 and has several wins 
to its credit. It is more semi-cactus than cactus but as it 
develops many of the petals curl and twist and it is apt 
to develop to the borderline. In color it is a deep rose 
pink, but occasionally a bloom will show some deep 
cream in center. The bush is vigorous and grO\vs up to 
seven or eight feet. 1 t is one of the most unusual Dahlias 
C \' c~· originated and has enormous size and very long 
stnught stems. It has considerable wins to its credit. 

Opal. Informal decorative. 1937 introduction which 
has res:1omied very favorably. It is of dainty pastel 
shade, a beautiful combination of soft salmon rose with 
shadings of lemon yellow in the centers. It has long 
broad wavy petals which twist and curl in a very 
pleasing and unique manner. Stems arc strong an<l erect 
and hold the flowers well out of the foliage, which is 
dark and glossy, adding to the dclic.1te coloring of the 
bluoms. A good keeper and has scored at the Trial 
Grounds. 

Robert Ripley. This Da.hlia, without a question, is 
one of the largest varieties grown. The color is a soft 
Rhodamine purple with deep pink suffusion throughout. 
The stems arc straight and strong, and the flowers have 
~ood .sub~tancc ~nd. keeping qualities. An unusual qual
uy ot this Dahlia 1s that the flower mav be cut when 
half open and it will develop to rnammo;h size in water. 
This is also one that can be used for the larcrest and best 
flower in the Show. 

0 

. Son of Satan. An improvement over its parent, Satan, 
rt has a deeper color of red, a stronger stem, and does 
not have the golden reverse of the former. Grows on a 
robust plan~ and is a. perfect semi-cactus. 'Vhen grown 
properly will beat Satan on the exhibition table. 

9 

HUNT'S VELVET WONDER. This specimen grown by H. W. 
Mason of Atlanta, Georgia, is said to have measured 17 

inches across, in the presence of witnesses. 

California Idol. A clear lemon yellow that is compar
able to Lord of Aut1111111, not as informal but producing 
blooms usually facing upward. It is very deep, high 
centers and beautiful metallic lustre and good form are 
special features. Stems are strong but a little long out 
of the foliage. Believe it has the greatest depth of any 
Dahlia in existence in proportion to its tremendous size. 

Frcr'llk Serpa. pale lavender rose to cream, the 
edges tipped with deep lavender rose. Most attractive 
due to its color. Has good bush growth with fine stems. 
A Dahlia worth growing. 

Huut's Velvet TV onder. A Home Achievement Medal 
winner in New York in 1935. A huge bloom with great 
depth. an~ foll centers. Flowers of deep rosy magenta 
blendmg mto a true purple. A rugged bush and insect 
resistant, with large, dark foli:1gc. This :flower has one 
bad quality. In order to get proper length of stem, it is 
necessary to disbud and let the side lateral bud form to 
obtain distance from the bush. A real giant that can be 
grown to 1 3 or 14 inches by 7 inches. 

Miltou Cross. This variety won the Achievement 
1\ ledal in 1935 at the American Dahlia Society Show in 
New York, and has won more than frs share of prizes 
s!nce that time v.~herevcr shown. The blooms are excep
tionally large with great depth, the petals reflexing to 
the stem and almost making it a wall. It has a width 
of at least 1 2 inches, grows well on a strong call bush. 
The flower has an exceptionally high perfect center. It 
has one bad feature- the stems seem co become a trifle 
brittle and to insure against losing the :flower, it is well 
to gi\·c support to the stems during che time of growing, 
prior to exhibition. 

Pbauto'l/7. An outstanding bi-colored formal decora
ti_ve. with l~ng ?road petals of deep violet purple with a 
d1stmct whne tip. One of the few good bi-colors which 
seem to come true to form on good stems and a vigorous 
bush. A Dahlia that should score high. 

Pride of America. A yellow semi-cactus which has 
been overlooked by most of the growers. It is a clear 

(Continued on following page) 
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primrose yellow with a tinge of pink on the reverse 
petal. Stems arc strong, not clumsy, with medium dark 
healthy foliage. This flower js very large and full due 
to the many petals in the flower. \\'hen this variety is 
more widely grown it will become one of the outstand
ing semi-cactus. 

Red jug. A remarkable brilliant crjmson carmine with 
faint yellow tips. One of the outstanding semi-cactus 
introduced in 1936, which has wonderful keeping qual
iries. In form it comes close to being a true cactus at 
times. Held erect on good stems, it has a dark folia.ge 
an<l is insect resistant. It has been a consistent \vinner at 
the Shows in the past two years. 

Miss O/Jio. Incurvcd cactus. Not of the largest type, 
but of medium size, it is one of the best, jf not the best, 
incu!Tcd cactus introduced in 1937. The blooms arc 
\'Cry uniform full and complete, in color a lilac suffused 
dce.p rose pink. Stems arc .long and erect, fine for cut
ting. Dark and healthy fol1~gc. Scor~d at Srorrs .. Tl1c 
foliage, plant and stem arc m proport10n to the size of 
the flo\-ver, socmthing unusual in most Dahlias. 

Ballego's Surprise. Semi-cactus. Truly a white Frau 
0. Brrtc/Jt but easier to gro·w. It keeps unusually well 
when cut and in the exhibition room. The flower is 
larger and better than Frcr11 0. Brac!Jt. ~t has good depth 
and is held erect on strong stems with bush growth 
desirable to a white flower. It is one of the outstanding 
semi-cactus .flowers today and one of the best foreign 
cactus imported up to date. 

Tele·vision. Semi-cactus to an informal. This border
line Dahlia won the Achievement l\lcdal at Cleveland in 
1936, also scoring 85 at Storrs. It ~s a very large bloor:i 
on a bush growjng about five to six feet. The color 1s 
apricot suflused and shaded cardinal, giving it a general 
reddish apricot, pleasing in color and form. The ~loom 
is held on strong stems our of the dark leathery rnsect 
resistant foliage. 

1\llyra H o-t:..\1rd. Informal decorati,·e. A glowing com
bination of yellow cadmium gold with tints of salmon, 
the entire effect being ochreous salmon. Throughout 
the deep flower are pet::iloids ·which give it distinction. 
A wonderful plant and a thrifty grower, producing giant 
blooms freely on long sterns. lt is a Dahlia that will 
grow anywhere. 

Eva Hum. A white informal decorative. Waxy, 
wide, hcaYy petals ·with a texture like that of a lily. 
Centrrs are full and high. Unusual dark green foliage 
on a white Dahlia a striking feature. This plant is a 
good grower bur rather shy of blooming. Insect resista~1t. 

American Legion. One of the monster yellow m
formal decoratives which has won about as many prizes 
for the best and largest bloom in the Show as any 
variety known. It is a clear light lemon yellow, with a 
flower that reminds one of Aztec Glory, but it has better 
centers and longer stems and much larger flowers. It 
seems to do especially ·well in through Ohio along the 
northern lakes. This Dahlia requires special growing 
conditions. It is very susceptible to the thrip and leaf
hopper, but when properly sprayed a.nd gro\~n under 
shade, it can be grnwn to the outstanding Dahlia of the 
day, regardless of it being an older variety. 

Ke111.p's Violet Wonder. Due to its bright violet 
purple with faint bluish violet at the tips of the petals, 
this old variety still stands out in this color class. It 
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ca.n be grown to a large flower, has good stiff stems 
well above the foliage. Has good keeping qualities as 
well as clean healthy foliage and is considered one of the 
best in tills shade. 

Freda George. A Dahlia of outstanding performance, 
in color variegated artistic shades consisting of a delight
ful soft cream pink with a helio which deepens towards 
the edges to a rich creamy base at petals. A wonder
fully attractive flower, of exceptionally large and well 
built character, with high centers, on long stems which 
hold the flowers perfectly. An exhibition variety which 
has been overlooked the past three years and at last come 
into its O\VD. It is an informal decorative. 

Royal Purchase. lncurved cactus. The color is a deep 
straw yellow with outer petals suffused with pink. The 
bloom is of large size and has great depth. Grows on 
long stems but if fed a little too much nitrogen the stems 
become pendant. 

Margaret E. Broomall. Although this is a patented 
Dahlia, it is the onrstanding white large Dahlia in exist
ence today. This flower has been grown to 14 inches in 
diameter on good strong stems and dark foliage. This 
Dahlia has been very temperamental in the past but the 
growers at this time have rogued it strong enough so 
that they get good blooms consistently. If it were not 
for the patent, believe that this flower would become 
very popular. 

Ambassador. Srill one of the most popular straight 
cactus in the Show room. Clear soft yellow buff shaded 
salmon pink, well formed flower held erect above foli
age. Bushes branch readily and produce fine exhibition 
blooms. This plant requires considerable spraying in 
order to keep it healthy. 

Jersey's Dainty. A white straight cactus Dahlia that 
not only wins on the exhibition table but is a good cur 
flower. It trnly has a dajnty color, white faintly tinged 
lavender, almost pure white jn the late season. A pro
lific producer of blooms with long straight stems and 
dark healthy foliage. This has been a consistent winner 
in the white straight cactus class. 

Jersey's Beauty. Probably still the most popular cut 
flower variety ever grown, an ideal flower for exhibition. 
One of the most perfect formed flowers on long sterns 
with its exceptional coloring and keeping qualities. When 
grown properly, is one of the hardest Dahlias to beat in 
the Show room. 

Jersey's TVbite Beauty. The nearest in white to Jersey 
Beauty. It has wonderful keeping qualities on fine stems 
quite similar in form to Jersey Beauty, and the best ·white 
cut flower in the New York market. 

Mother 1'1aytrott. A white informal decorative with 
no temperamental habits. A good grower with dark 
healthy foliage, strong erect sterns, holding the flower 
out of the foliage. Blooms are uniformly large with 
great depth-r r by 6 to 7 inches. Blooms consistently 
and has been a perpetual winner during the last season 
Shows. 

Director Carl G. Dahl. A tremendous informal decor
ative in size, of rather loose or open formation. The 
pointed petals curl slightly. Color: apricot buff shaded 
to old rose on reverse of petals. Saw this plant growing 
under a cloth house and did very well. producing large 
blooms. Due to the looseness of the petals the flower 
appears much larger than it is. It won the award for 
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Answering So1ne Queries About Branch Membership 
By LYNN B. DUDLEY, President 

\Ve wish to make it very clear that the A. D. S. wants 
to build towards a nationwide Dahlia Group of Socie
ties- not to get all societies tied to its apron strings. 

}f you could read the new A. D. S. By-Lavvs (and 
we realize that few people take the trouble to read the 
dry old things) you would discover that they are de
signed to lend the American Dahlia name to any society 
which wants to join with us for the greater advancement 
of Dahlia knowledge and culture. 

One president of a State Society wrote me and said 
I am in favor of joining 'With the A. D. S. but some of 
our members think we would lose our identity. 

Those new Ev-laws, (if he had read them) would have 
shown that we' do nothing to the present organization 
of any society which joins as A. D. S. Branch, except 
give it an opportunity to take part fri. our society pro
jects to broaden the whole Dahlia setup. 

The Branch Society which affiliates itself with the 
A. D. S.-is any Dahlia group which would like to give 
its members the opportunity of joining the A. D. S. as 
Participating members. As such, after the joining, each 
participating member has a vote in the affairs of the 
A. D. S. as \.vcll as the Branch Society. He or she, 
receives the A. D. S. BULLETIN for the period of mem
bership. It includes admission into the A. D. S. Show 
and privilege to exhibit there. These with other advan
tages cost the Branch Society member $ 1.00 per year
and we have given this priYilege of joining the A. D. S. 
to Branch Society at one-half what we pay ourselves 
as active members. 

And to make it easier for other societies to take this 
"ba1·gain" membership we will accept as low as twenty
fivc members of the society as a joining unit. The 
only reason this was set at this minimum is because of 
the· sincere belief that the Participating . 1\ 1cmbcrshi p in 
A. D. S. c·f each Branch Society Member at $r .oo will 
pro,-c of such value, that it will be the means of secur
ing larger local membership. 

The BULLETIN alone given for this membership costs 
the A. D. S. more than the $ 1.00. But we feel that on 
some group should fall the task of knitting all Dahlia 
groups together for the common good. There are many 
problems and tasks, which when solved have benefited 
every Dahlia society everywhere. 

the best bloom in one of the sections of the American 
Dahlia Society Show in 1937 and the popular vote at the 
New York Botanic::il Gardens in r936. 

A.11gelo Rossi. An informal decorative of enormous 
size of old gold suffused salmon pink on long stems on 
sturdy plants. This is still one of the outstanding of the 
old varieties and is a consistent winner plus its good 
color. 

Mrs. Herbert O'Conor. Straight cactus which has ex
ceptional qualities for a cactus. Slender, yet erect stems, 
bloo~s of exceptional size. An unusual bright rose pink 
shadmg to a rose pink at center. This Dahlia being a 

The A. D. S. has Jed jn solving them. Such matters 
as pest guanmtine contacts at Washington; Standard 
nomcnclamrcs and classificacions; standard scoring; 
color classes for exhibitions; keeping variety lists. All 
such matters take time contributed by someone-someone 
with altruism in his heart and the Dahlia on his mind. 

The A. D. S. wants other societies to share jn the 
responsibilities and take equal joy in mastering them. 
The only way we think it can be done is to get a 
great group of Branches together under one roof, fiaura
tivc:ly speaking-all working for a common aim-better 
Dahlias. 

But if your Society wants to shoulder part of the 
work- and there js plenty to be done- or jf it just wants 
to sit on the side lines and know what others are doing 
then here's a way open- the A. D. S. Branch Plan. 

If you have at least twenty-five earnest souls in your 
society who want to clamber up on the juggcrnaught 
of progress and keep step with Dahlia knowledge and 
experiments- then \vrite me and say now that you under
srnnd this whole matter, "you folks" want to join "us 
folks." 

If later you can think up a good reason why we 
should change the name of A. D. S. to the name of your 
society, we will sjt down and discuss it and jf you 
prove your case, then we'll change to your name. 
Only- you'll have to be a member of the family before 
you can argue family matters. 

The name don't mean much, except what it has come 
to stand for, through the years. The real thing which 
counts is, can we get together on a common ground. 
The A. D. S. is not asking much of you or your society 
except to h:we the <lcsirc to get together. The dollar
thc twcmy-fi,·c- the fifty dollars isn't the price of your 
joining us. Not at all. \Ve arc going to give you 
$z.50 and more worth for e\·e1y one of those dollars. 
The bargain is a lure to get one big group together 
with you in it. 

No society loses its identity- in the joining-but gains 
a voice in the A. D. S. while retaining all that the local 
society offers plus- a hand in shaping the course of the 
Dahlia hip of state. You can't lose- but you can work 
harder, learn more, sleep less- and meet a lot of pcople
a few of whom you should lmm.v, you know. 

border line Dahlia at times it comes incurved. This is a 
spectacular Dahlia. 

Lady Moyra Pomo11by. Informal decorative. A huge 
flo,, er of citron yellow with a good strong stem, sturdy 
plant and a very oursrnn<ling flo"·er which is considered 
one of the best today. It has serrated petals. 

Kardinaal Va11 Rosmm. A borderline Dahlia from in
formal decorative to semi-cactus. A beautiful bloom of 
unigue coloring-violet to purple. V cry attractive on 
gooJ long stems. Has good habits and an easy grower. 
" ' hen this flower is better known it will become very 
popular. One of the good imported varieties. 
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LEONARD BARRON DIED APRIL 9, 1938 

-Photo courtesy of Th e Flowe r Grower 

Death has again taken toll from the members of our 
Executive Board. Leonard Barron died on April 9th, of 
pneumonia, following a short illness. He was a charter 
member of our Society and was elected a member of our 
first Executive Committee. \Ve believe that he acted as 
a judge at every annual exhibition held in New York by 
our Society. He always rook a deep interest in the 
Society and has served as a trustee for the past two years. 

He was not only a Dahlia enthusiast but was very 
active in many other horticultural organizations, being a 
past president of both the American Rose and Delphin
ium Societies. He was one of the incorporators of the 
Horticultural Society of New York in which he always 
rook a deep interest. At the annual banquet of the New 
York International Flower Show Committee he was pre
sented with the Horticultural Society of New York 
Achievement Medal in recognition of the many years of 
service he had rendered that Society and horticulture in 
general. 

Mr. Barron had an early beginning in horticulture as 
he was actually born at the Royal Horticultural Society's 
garden at Cheswick, London, where his father was super
intendent for many years. Not only his father but 

grandfather and great grandfather were gardeners. He 
had the advantage of a liberal education, specializing in 
botany, chemistry, biology and physiology. 

In his early days he was connected with various horri
cul tural publications in Great Britain and America. For 
many years he was editor of Garden Magazine, later Tbe 
America11 Home, his writings being familiar to all stu
dents of horticulture. For the past eighteen months he 
has been editor of Tbe Flower Grower, a well known 
garden magazine published at Albany, N. Y. 

His latest contribution to Dahlias being the editing of 
the book Modern Da!Jlias, written by J. Louis Roberts. 
He worked very closely with the late Derrill Hart when 
he was preparing his Honor Rolls and upon Mr. Hart's 
death continued this work, his selections being published 
both in T/:Je American Home and Tbe Flower Groriver. 

'Ve of the Executive Board will sadly miss Leonard 
Barron. His disposition was e\'er cheery and he was 
well liked by all w ho knew him. His wide horticultural 
experience rim de his advice particularly valuable and his 
opinions were eagerly sought for in carrying on the 
\\·ork of the Society. He was in his 7oth year and is 
survived by his widow, one son and one daughter to 

whom \.Ve extend our sincere sympathy. 

Further Notes on Dahlia Feeding and 
Forcing 

l:_la\'ing received many letters asl<ing for information 
about DAHLIA FEEDING A D FoHcING with reference to the 
American Dahlia Society's Test and Special Fertilized 
Field at Connecticut State College, I would like ro make 
a fc,v remarks that may help some growers: 

No. r : In growing Dahlia Roots to be used for stock 
the follO\ving year, I use a small handful of 4-8-4 potato 
fertilizer to each plant at planting time only. The re
sults ha:ve been excellent with me. 

No. 2: As to the formula given in the February issue 
of the A. D. S. BuLLETIN, the one used at Connecticut 
State College Test and Special Fertilized Field-my 
experience ·with this formula has been that some of the 
hardier varieties of Dahlia roots will carry over the win
ter with varying degrees of growing suc~ess the follow
ing season--Not recommended for stock. 

No. 3: Tankage fertilizer has also proven to be bad 
for keeping qualities of Dahlia roots with me. 

No. 4: Personally, I believe any method of growing 
large Dahlia blooms is against the best quality of stock 
for the following season. Good stock is the most im
portant single thing in growing good Dahlias. 

E. E. Tooker. 
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President Dudley Announces A. D.S. 
Committees for 1938 

The following committees were announced by Presi
dent Dudley at the executive meeting January 2211d. 

Executive Committee: The five members of this com
mittee, which arc appointed by the President, remain the 
same as in 1937; Miss Virginia Stout, Ed. J. O'Kecfe, 
R. W. \iVebb, E. E. Tooker, W. L. W. Darnell. 

Nomenclature Committee: Dr. C. H. Connors, Chair
man; \!Varren Maytrott, Prof. Roland H. Patch, Prof. 
C. E. Wildon, William H. Waite. 

Trial and Test Garden Committee, Storrs: George 
Fraser, Chairman; Prof. R. H. Patch, Prof. C. E. \Vildon, 
Raymond Allen, Nick Koenig, William Noonan, E. E. 
Tooker, Dr. Bruce Preas, C. Louis Alling, \Villiam B. 
Sweeney, Conrad Frey, \!Varren Maytrort, Barton Elliott, 
C. R. Barnard, A. H. Emmons, Jacob Groll, George 
Burkhart, E. J. Heitzman, Raymond Moffett, 0. \V. 
Mills, George Richardson, Ed\\;ard Salbach. 

judges, Storrs: George Fraser, vVilliam B. Sweeney, 
E. E. Tooker, Ed. B. Lloyd, Dr. Bruce Preas, Ed. J. 
O'Kecfe, Conrad Frey, Warren Maytrott, Gordon 
\Vaascr, \Villiam B. \Vaite, Ed. Badctty, Louis B. Tim, 
Lynn B. Dudley, alternate. 

Fi11C1nce Co11nnittee: H. Dewey Mohr, Chairman; Con
rad Frey, Gordon Waaser, Thoma.s Leavitt. 

Bulletin Committee: Lynn B. Dudley, Gordon \iVaaser, 
C. Louis Alling, Oliver Shurtleff, Mrs. Georgena 
Humble, G. A. Richardson. 

Publicity Committee: Fred J. Knocke, Chairman; A. 
Swoboda, Ed. J. O'Keefe, R. ,V. Webb, Mrs. Charles H. 
Jeckel, Mt. Vernon, Mrs. vVilliam G. vVheeler, Brook
lyn, Mrs. Georgena Humble, Ed. Lloyd. 

Affiliations a11d Bra11c/Jes: Mrs. Frieda Fisher, Conrad 
Frey, Gordon Waaser, C. Louis Alling, \iVarren May
trott. 

ShMv Committee: Edward B. Llovd, Chairman· Ed
ward B. O'Keefc, Vice-Chairman; John Vincent, \Vhire 
JV_lars.h, Maryland; James Kennedy; Anthony Pietrus
k1cw1cz; Mrs. Sarah \Vood, \Vestport, Connccricur; R. E. 
Vogel, Poughkeepsie, N. Y., \V. J. Etherington, r 2 5 
Lexington Avenue, \iVestwood, N. J.; R. vV. \iVebb; 
Edward Badetty, Huntington, L. I., N. Y.; Henry Mehlig, 
780 Targre Street, Concord, S. I., N. Y.; Edward M. 
Keck, White Haven, Pcnnsyh'ania; James Brocldcbank, 
494 East 29th Street, Paterson, N. ].; John Feisler, 35 
Courtland Street, New York City; A. Swoboda; Wmiam 
H. Nuneviller, 231') Grant Street, Salem, N. ].; ]. A. 
Greuble, R. D. No. 1, Derry, Pennsylvania; Stanley 
.Johns~n, 406 Franklin Avenue, Cheltenham, Penn
sylvama; Albert Parrella, 3380 Ely A venue, Bronx, N. Y.; 
Fred J. Knocke; Fred Thomas, Torrington, Connecticut; 
Samu.el Travis, Oscawana, N. Y.; Mrs. George Green, 
Kensmgton, Connecticut; Avery Nesbit, Monroe Place, 
Lynbrook, L. I., N. Y.; L. L. Pollack, 541 Devon Street, 
Arlington, N. J. 

Show Manager: Edward B. Lloyd, Chairman; Edward 
]. O'Kcefe, R. W. Webb. 

S!Jo'Lv Garden Club Connnittee: Mrs. Georgena 
Humble, 232 Rjdge Road, Douglaston, L.1., N. Y.; Chair
man; Mrs. Roy Lincoln, Port Washington, L. I.; Miss 
Oliva J. Non-is, Douglaston, L. I.; Mrs. Grace M. Coyle, 
Douglaston, L. I.; Mrs. A. N. Mocler, Bcllrosc, L. L; 
Mrs. Francis Falkenbury, Hartsdale, N. Y.; Mrs. Charles 
H. Jeckcl, Mt. Vernon, N. Y.; Mrs. C. P. Dodge, Lake 
Mahopac, N . Y .; Mrs. J. C. Fisher, Lake Mahopac, N. Y.; 
J\lrs. \V. S. \Vinant, Princess Bay, S. I., N. Y.; Mrs. 
\V. H. Pott, Rosebank, S. I., N. Y.; Mrs. David George, 
South Orange, N. ].; Mrs. Moses Faitoute, Short Hills, 
N. ].; Mrs. H . D. Thomas, Paterson, N. J.; Mrs. George 
Green, Kensington, Connecticut; Miss l\'1abcl Bollerer, 
New Britain, Connecticut. 

Judges' Committee: Conrad Frey, Chairman; Mrs. 
Albert Humble, E. E. Tooker, Edward Badctty, vVilliam 
Noonan, William B. Waite, L. L. Pollack (for address 
sec Show Committee). 

Judges' Secretary Committee: Mrs. Dewey Mohr, 
Chairman; Mrs. Edward B. Lloyd, Mrs. Bruce Preas, 
Mrs. Warren Maytrott, Mrs. Lynn B. Dudley, Mrs. E. E. 
Tooker, Mrs. George Fraser, Mrs. A. Swoboda, Mrs. 
Gordon \Vaascr. 

Sl.ww Prize C ommittce (including distribution): Mr. 
and Mrs. Albert L. Schuster, Mr. and Mrs. Edward B. 
Lloyd, Mr. and Mrs. A. Swoboda. 

Educatioual Committee: Oliver Shurtleff, Chairman; 
Mrs. Albert Humble, \ ice-Chairman; Prof. C. E. \Vil
don, Gordon \Vaaser, Mrs. Sarah \iVood, Elsie and Mary 
'Villiams. 

.il1embers/Jip Committee: R. ,V. 'Vebb, Chairman; 
Mrs. Frieda Fisher, Vice-Chairman; R. A. Vogel, Miss 
Virginia Stout, Fred Thomas, Torrington, Connecticut; 
Albert Parrella, i\lrs. Jennie Mendham, Charles H. 
Stoeckel. 

Schedule Committee: \Varren Maycrott, Chairman; 
R. \:V. \Vebb, Conrad Frev, Ed\,·ard B. Llovd, C. Louis 
Alling. . . 

Quaramine and Pest Control Committee: Warren May
trott, Chairman; Conrad Frey, Sccreta.ry C. Louis Alling, 
f red Thomas, Louis B. Tim, Thomas Leavitt. 

Fair Trndc Practice Committee: Gordon Waaser, 
Chairman; \Varren Maytrott, E. E. Tooker, C. Louis 
Alling, Thomas Leavitt, George Fraser, Bruce Collins, 
Ravmond Moffett, F. V. R. Veirs, R. C. Swartz, Richard 
Petrie, C. \V. Ballay. 

Nominating Committee: \Varren Maytrott, Chairman; 
J. A. Kemp, George Fraser, Dewey. Mohr, Gordon 
\Vaaser, i\'Irs. Frieda Fisher. 

Entomologist: Prof. Harry Knight, Ames, Iowa. 
Patl:Jologist: Prof. Ray Nelson, East Lansing, Michigan. 
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The Dahlia Beconies Modern 
Having passed through that stage of. Dahliain~ wh~rc 

one by one the deep secrets of disbuddmg, fced111g with 
a teaspoon, umbrella shading, etc:, have been unfolded, 
your Editor learned of a new device recently! 

Yes, there is always something new in regard to 
Dahlia grow·ing. I asked our friend \Varren Maytrott
'what is new?" 

Quite a simple question to be sure. But im~gine my 
utter surprise when Mr .. Maytr?? arche·d· h1.s b~ows, 
smiled just a little and w luspered air-condmonmg! 

Air-conditionina-just what could that mean? Oh, 
yes, we ha,ve wa~ched the benefi~ial results to fl<;>wers 
exhibited in halls or rooms so equipped. But that is not 
exactly new. . . . 

Air-conditioning greenhouses! Now what will JUSt1fy 
the expense of such an ins,tallation and wl,1y add to the 
cost of propagating or making plants! 9rnte to .the con
trary- cuttings will root quicker and with practically no 
loss. due to damping off, making it possible to reduce the 
price of plants. 

Mr. Ma.ytrott's Dahliadel Nurseries is one of the 
laraest commercial Dahlia plants in the country. In the 
int~rest of better Dahlias he has kindly consented to 
permit us to publish this v~ry latest and most modern 
innovation in plant propagauon. 

Temperature and Humidity Control 
While w·e hear rumblings of artificial root producing 

acrencies, rooted cuttings, etc., let us lea.n to another form 
of modern Dahlia merchandising. First of all produc
tion, and by this we mean production of strong vigor~us 
plants and in sufficient quantities . to bring the pnce 
within the reach of the masses. Tl11S we hope to do by 
some rather drastic changes in greenhouse construction 
which is well under way at present, including tempera
ture and humidity control. 

This we are accomplishing by the use of concrete en
closing walls on propagating benches wi.th ai~ ducts 
following the full length of every bench wuh adiustable 
outlets that will distribute a blanket of cooled and 
humidified air evenly, throughout the house. These out
lets are just above the floor, contrary to ventilating 
homes because we want our cool blanket equalizing in 
the walks then drifting over the cuttings in the benches. 
After th:is air elevates to a foot or more above the plants 
we are no longer interested in its temperature or humid
ity except to use a part of it over again to recondition 
\Vith some fresh air added. The cooling will be accom
plished by atomizing 54 degree water into the air 
absorbing the heat units from the air and carrying this 
heat away with the water. This system will also humid
ify and wash the air. 

Air-conditioning a greenhouse is guite different from 
that of dwellings as \Ve do not have to worry about too 
high a humidity, the plants like it when the sun is 
shining and when it is not shining we will not need to 
cool, at least, not to any extent. 

It also differs from dwelling requirements as a separate 
and distinct hot water heating system with properly con-

trolled top heat or air temperature and botton: heat or 
sand temperature is much safer .and more reliable for 
winter use. Dahlias root better with greater bottom heat 
than air temperature above. Therefore, confined botto~1 
heat is a separate unit controlled by valves. The air 
temperature above the bench will be heated .by ~1ot 
water pipes when heat is needed a1~d cooled by. air bemg 
circulated at tbe rate of 600 cubic feet a rnmute and 
graduated down to nothing by automatic controls . . The 
amount of water sprayed in for cooling purposes will be 
automatically controlled in proportion to the amount of 
air being circulated. . . 

The arecnhouse above descnbed of course is for 
propagating Dahlias only and is 24' x 36' of semi-steel 
construction with concrete benches and asbestos board 
for bench bottoms on steel supports. All construction is 
concrete, steel, copper and aluminum, not a piece of 
wood in the entire bench heating or cooling system. The 
rrreenhousc has a capacity of 6,ooo cubic feet of air, ex
~lusi\re of enclosed benches which are heated separate 
for bottom heat. The seven benches will hold 38,000 

cuttings. By rotating twice a month this unit will have 
a capacity of 200,000 cuttings in a season. . 

Propagating Dahlias is relatively easy early m. the 
season when natural climatic conditions are nearly ideal 
except with the addition of a little heat, but w hen the 
mercury starts up late in April or in early May then the 
trouble begins, in.eluding damping off. Some of us hate 
to admit it, but nevertheless, it is true in most cases. At 
that time, then., a cooling system will be worth much, 
especially when it is very advantageous to grow a quan
tity of pot roots, of which we grow about 15,000 a year. 
These are the later plants, shifted to 3" pots and grown 
in sash houses with sash off during the summer and early 
fall. The sash is replaced before frost and plants grown 
on until about Christmas when they are ripened off, 
gradually storing all the energy from the stalk in the 
tuberous roots. 

Fireproof Storage Cellars-Tile and Concrete Ceilings 
Two cellars 24 x 36, two cellars 24 x 24, all communi

cating. This is a.bout 24,000 cubic feet or eno~g~1 room 
to store between six to seven hundred varieaes and 
enough clumps to divide into one-half mmion division~. 
Even with this quantity there will be a shortage this 
season on many varieties. 

Cypress racks with galvanized steel slides to hold 1 ~ 
bushel crates provide accessible storage for all the 
varieties listed in our catalogue and more. There is a 
special and separate retail department where roots arc 
tagged, inspected and so arranged in small bins tha.t ~ny 
variety can be reached within two steps f~om the fillrng 
cable. This facilitates filling orders and 1s next to the 
conveyor system of assembly. One man fills and checks, 
the n~xt in line stamps and separates invoices, shipping 
label, etc., the next one pa,cks with peat moss, the next 
seals and pastes on labels. Then the packages are weighed 
and stamped by part of the office force and the goods 
are ready for post office. Two truck loads a day is not 
unusual during the shipping season. 
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What 1938 Introductions Will A. D.S. Officers 
Grow This Year • • By President Lynn B. Dudley 
THE: SECOND ATTEMPT TO MEASURE THE ALLURE OF THE NEW DAHLIA PRIMA DONNAS 

Last year, at the request of our late friend Charlie 
Reed, we made an effort to discover what new varieties 
people in the American Dahlia Society were "that way" 
abour. 

He had asked us to come to Boston and tell the mem
bers of the New England Dahlia Society about the new 
nm·eltics and we felt that something more than one 
person's opinion was needed. 

\Ve therefore canvassed some of the judges, Honor 
Roll makers, commercial folks and leading amateurs. W e 
asked them what new ones they liked well enough to 
im·est their money in that year. 

And the results were surprising even to yours truly. 
\Ve asked for a selection of the five large and the five 
small types among the ne\v novelties of the past fall. 
\Ve received many letters, af tcr publication of the re
sults of the questionaire, in the BuLLETIN saying this cross 
section of acceptance was most helpful in selecting new 
ones. 

This year Editor Gordon \Vaaser informed us that 
there were numerous requests to have the research 
repeated. \ V c are happy to giYe you the results of this 
combined selection of preference. It is not an "Honor 
Roll" in the sense that season growing and showing 
records have been kept and then reported as a personal 
selection. But it is a list which is the sum of a lot 
of study; scoring, certificates, blue ribbons, etc., by men 
and women Dahlia growers from coast to coast. We 
hope you will compare these selections with your own 
notes and purchases. If you have been hesitating be
tween several new varieties, we also hope this will help 
you to decide what to buy. They are listed in order 
of number of selections. (Abbreviations for types, same 
as in A. D. S. Standard Nomenclature. Abbreviations 
on certificates "E. L." for East Lansing and "S." for 
Storrs.) 

Large Varieties 
No. 1. Katie IC, (Lakeside) Giant I. Dec., deep rose 

pink, white veined petals. \\ 'on most selections but 
was second in "order of Preference." A. D. S. Ccrtifi
carcs E. L. and S. 

No. 2. Su'll Rays, (Straight-\Vells-Ruschrnohr) Giant 
~- Dec., bright buff with apricot suffusions. Close second 
Ill number of selections, first in "order of Preference." 
A. D. S. Certificate E. L. 

No. 3. Ly1111 B. Dudley, (Lakeside) Bicolor of bright-
~st grenadine red, tipped white, rc\·crsc russet. Third 
111 number of selections. 

No. 4. (Tic.) Michigan White, (Lakeside) Semi
Cac., pure white, profuse bloomer. A. D. S. Certificates 
S. and E. L. 

No. 4. (Tie.) M.011arcb of the East, (Almy) For. 
Dec., Giant golden bronze, orange buff reverse. A. D. S. 
Certificate at S. 

No. 5. Straigbts VVbite, (Straight-\Vells-Ruschmohr) 
L Dec., pure white. 

No. 6. (Tic.) Sleepy Hollorz.v, (Morgan) Inc. Cac., 

white in center, outer petals mallow pink. 
No. 6. (Tie.) Grand Master, (Caldwell) F. Dec. 

Deep orange shadiug to bronze. 
No. 7. (Tie.) Gracie Allen, (Petrie) Inf. Dec., dark 

amaranth pink. A. D. S. Certificates E. L. and S. 
No. 7. (Tie.) Cometeer, (Golden Rule) St. Cac., 

golden buff with pink suffusion. A. D. S. Certificates 
Merit E. L. and S. 

No. 7. (Tie.) Romzary Beauty, (Rosemary) Semi
Cac., pink shading to lemon. 

No. 7. (Tic.) Pink Fantasy, (Johnson) Serni-Cac., 
mallow pink shac.ling lighter. 

No. 7. (Tic.) Bernice Geer, (Geneva) Inc. Cac., old 
For. Dec., habit early, of lemon yellow color. 

No. 8. (Tic.) Phillis Jfoigbt (Fitzgeral<l-Parclla) I. 
Dec., giant salmon and rose pink. 

No. 8. (Tic.) Rackley Dictator, (Rocl<ley), In Dec., 
brilliant scarlet,, reverse of ivory. 

No. 8. (Tic.) Golden Bounty (Chick-Dahliadel) 
For. Dcc.,lrnLit early, of lemon yellow color. 

No. 8. (Tic.) Adolph .Meyer, (Mad River) Scrni
Cac., V clvety French purple to garnet. 

No. 8. ( l 'ic.) Cherokee Brave, (Ricks-Dahliadel) 
Inf. Dec., Ox blood red which holds in sun. Large. 

No. 8. (Tic.) Mrs. C. E. TVildoll, (Dixie) Inf. Dec., 
Scarlet red, orange buff reverse. A. D. S. Certificate 
at E. L. 

Runners up for these nineteen most sought after large 
type 1938 Dahlia nonltics are listed below. These are 
being ordered by your friends, too. 

Director Mars/Jail A. Ho·we, (Parrella) F. Dec., Tyrian 
Rose. 

Vinwell Bittersweet, (Blamer-Parrclla.-Hulin) I. Dec., 
Copper Red. 

M.e'llwrial, (Kemp) F. Dec., Rich yellow. A. D. S. 
Certifica tc Storrs. 

Rosy Morn, (Johnson) I. Dec., Deep rose pink. 
Grace Moore, (Cordes) I. Dec., Lavender overlaid 

\\ 'hire. A. D. S. Certificate E. L. 
Ga/rt California, (Ballay) True Cactus, bright orange. 
Sally Lou, (Bissell) Scrni-Cac., Dark orange overlaid 

tan. 
Limelight, (Dahliadcl) Semi-Cac., Sulphur yellow. 
Premier's M.ajestic, (Premier) I. Dec., Salmon, mul

bury, gold. 
Pride of Sbadowbrook, (Roy-Chappaqua) Semi-Cac .• 

Salmon rose with canary yellow. 
.Hildred Pote, (Derring Do) I. Dec., Pholx pink. 
Kemp's Golden Giant, (Kemp) Golden yellow, buff 

reverse. 
Mrs. Rutb j\rf. Place, (B. & B.) S. C. to Inf. Dec., Pink 

and cream, garden and cut flower variety. 
Pink Elegance, (\Venning-Sparks) S. Cac., True rose 

pink. Certificate Storrs. 
Josepl:iine Hayes, (Smith) I. Dec., Greenish yellow. 

A. D. S. Certificate of l\lerit, Storrs. 

(Continued on page 21) 
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Ohio Valley Trial Grounds Unites With 

A. D. S. By G. A. RICHARDSON 

As time goes on -vve either progress or depreciate. All 
persons or organizations have incentives. Thes~ jncen
tives usually lead to acceptable qu~m111ts, so with co11-
certed coiiperation and well meanmgful purpose there 
has been brought about the unity of the Ohio Valley 
Dahlia Association and the American Dahlia Society in 
the advancement of DahJja culture. The general pulJlic 
as well as the members of these two progressive organi
zations are happr to be permitted to more uniformly 
work together in making Dahlia growing a more 
plcasurcable vocation and hobby and thro~1gh a s~andard 
curriculum of effort, be of greater value 111 abemng the 
grO\ving of reliable and beautiful flowers. 

This means that after years of effort and planning the 
A. D. S. adopts the active and veril 0. V. D. A. as one 
of its healthy and progressiYe branches. Along with this 
announcement goes tbc best wishes of thousands of 
Dahlia loving people throughout the east and mid wesr. 

The 0. V. D. A. brings inro the unity a membership 
of Dahlia growers \vhosc reputation as producers ot 
certified new varieties stands second to none, promoters 
of classical Show that attract the best and a great bevy of 
persons \\'hose main purpose over all is fair play and 
good fellowship. Long live this union whose very action 
should stimulate additional interest in the growing and 
showing of Dahlias. 

This unirv of A. D. S. and 0. V. D. A. adds another 
much nced~d official Trial Grounds to the present two 
official grounds, namely Storrs and Lansing. This trio 
of testing laboratories will gi\~c added emphasis toward 
growing better Dahlias. Thjs important step annually 
should be of jnestimable value to all growers. 

The Ohio Valley Trial Grounds presents a. most prac
tical proving unit with vast space amid ideal environ
ment. Known as Ault Park on a high elevation which 
affords the Trial Grounds sufficient protection from frost 
to extend the blooming season to its maximum length but 
also has a iargc planting of the leading varieties of 
Dahlias. This affords a good standard by which the 
flower lovers \vho throng the Park's beautiful plots, may 
compare the superior merits of the new seedlings. The 
Cincinnati Park Board is noted widely for its interest in 
promoting the Dahlia as well as for. its beautiful land
scape features. These Trial Grounds are conducted in 
collaboration with the Park Board whose head is Irwin 
M. Krohn and Harry A. Gray. The 0. V. D. A. pro
vides an appointed board of officers who arc responsible 
for the promotion of this valuable and important project. 
Expert culture and keen attention arc regularly provided 
with judging talent of the highest and most efficient 
caliber carefully scrutinizing each plant that is grown in 
the grounds. 

An annual field day is being scheduled when leading 
growers and judges will gather for a feast of Dahlia lore. 
The record of each entry will be carefully compiled 

under the code of the improved and established A. D. S. 
regulations, thus the Ohio Valley Trial Grounds will 
ca_rry additional weight of influence in naming certificate 
wmners. 

Entry in the new official Trial Grounds should be 
addressed for parcel post delivery, Ohio Valley Trial 
Grounds, Box 115, Station 0, Cincinnati, Ohio, and for 
express address, 3289 Observatory Road, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
There is a big demand for certified Dahlias. Send your 
seedlings to the Ohio Valley Trial Grounds this season. 

Long live this united body and may its very incentive 
be progress and luppy fellowship. The utmost coopcra
rion will always be accorded the A. D. S. in its cn
dea,·ors to develop more interest in the Dahlia. 

• 
Dahlias on Parade 

The sixth in a series of successful Shows will be staged 
this year under the sponsorship of the Berlet Dahlia 
Foundation at Chicago on September 17th to 20th. 

A Dahlia Re\'UC Internationale-that is what Mr. Berlcr 
terms it. 

The exhibit will consist "of not less than 2,000 blooms 
arranged in military array, grouped in artistic formations, 
in not less than 300 containers with a suitable grouping 
of Dahlia. notables (blooms of course, big and important) 
in the Reviewing Stand on the side lines." 

.All growers are invited to send several roots of small 
flowering Dahlias which will be grown for this purpose 
or to send some blooms by air or railway express at 
Show time. 

The complete address is: Berlet Dahlia l' oundation, 
3065 Lincoln A venue, Chicago, IJlinojs. 

• 
Modern Dahlias 
By ]. Louis Roberts 

It was your Editor's privj]egc to review this splendid 
book on the Dahlia, written by l\Ir. Roberts of Chicago 
(Central Sta.res Dahlia Association), and edited by 
Leonard Barron, A. D. S. official and Editor of The 
Flower Grower. 

Here is a book written in understandable style, which 
covers all the points a Dahlia lover might be interested in. 

Mr. Roberts writes principally for the benefit of the 
novice, yet any Dahliaist can scarce be without this 
treatise. 

It is a publication of Doubleday, Doran, printed with 
the viewpoint of making its reading very easy. 

If you can utilize the advice garnered by Mr. Roberts' 
long experience growing Dahlias, by all means read this 
book. ' 

l 
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Send Your Dahlias to the A. D.S. Trial Grounds 
We would like to place special emphasis this year as 

to the time roots and plants should reach the Trial 
Grounds. The dead-line is June rst. 

Prof. Roland H. Patch at Storrs and Prof. C. E. Wil
don at East Lansing ha,ve big tasks in preparing the gar
dens and arranging the layout to say nothing of the 
work of planting. They are entitled to full cooperation 
of the grovvets who desire their varieties to be tested. 

And quite apart from the angle of fairness-to view 
the matter from a purely selfish standpoint, many va
rieties which might ha.ve had a better chance to score 
have had the handicap of late planting simply because 
the grower delayed too long in shipping. Therefore 
arrange now to ship your Dahlias for trial-three plants 
or roots of each variety to reach the garden by June 
1st. The fee is $).OO per variety which should be sent 
together with your application bla.nk to : 

Prof. Roland H. Patch, Connecticut State College, 
Storrs, Connecticut; or 

Prof. C. E. \Vildon, Michigan State College, East 
Lansing, Michigan. 

YOUR PLACE IN THE GROWTH OF 

THE AMERICAN DAHLIA SOCIETY 

To the Emire A. D. S. Nlembersbip 

The Membership Committee of the A. D. S. for this 
year fully realize that to meet with any sort of success 
we must have the wholehearted coijperation of the entire 
membership. vVhether or not you have been officially 
appointed to thi'i committee, we want you to act as a 
member of same. This is one committee of which every 
last member of the Society is a member. To this end 
we urge that every member boost the Society and the 
good it is doing, at all times keeping in mind that the 
more members the Society has, the more good it can do 
for the Dahlia which we all love and for us as individual 
members. It is our Society and will prosper in direcr 
proportion to the work done by the members. 

To tbe Amateur In Particular 

We have one of the finest hobbies on earth, the grow
ing of grand Dahlias. Make this hobby even better and 
greater by getting your many friends inro it too. Secure 
their membership for the Society, so that they too may 
receive all the latest information about this greatest of 
all flowers. Don't hesitate to invite your friends to join, 
you are doing them a good turn when you get them to 
share your joy and pleasure with you. The Society will 
be great, and thereby of more sen·ice to its members if it 
has a larger membership. A larger membership will 
assure us all of a bigger and better BuLLETIN, bigger and 
better annual Dahlia ShmYs, and better cooperation in 

Special Timing and Fertilizing Garden 

Mr. E. E. Tooker will again supervise the special fer
tilizing garden at Storrs this season. If you have a. 
Dahlia which is one of the big fellows you should send 
preferably five plants or roots although three will be 
accepted in the event you do not send five. These will 
be grown under high culture as explained in the Febru
ary BuLLETlN. The varieties are not scored but a record 
will be furnished as to the result of the growth of your 
Dahlia. 

Mr. Tooker asks that all refrain from sending seven or 
eight inch Dahlias as there js no a<lva.ntagc in forcing 
these to produce nine inch flowers. But if your Dahlia 
grows large, it should be tested here a.nd under reason
able weather conditions should show its maximum results. 
This garden is ;1lso under irrigation. Address your com
munications to George \V. Fraser, Chairman of Trial 
G rounds Committee, \ Villimantic, Connecticut, or to 
Mr. E. E. Tooker, 100 \Vindsor Avenue, Rockville Cen
tre, L. I., N. Y. 

the matter of insect and pest control. All that is neces
sanr to do to secure new members is to extend an invita
tion to your friends to join. The BuLLETIN alone js 
worth mor~ than the cost of membership. 

To t/Je Commercial Growers In Particular 
\Ve sincerely appreciate the coiiperntion you have 

given the l\ Icmbcrship Comrnittee in the past, your 
printed im·itation '> have helped, your , ·erbal invitations 
have helped and we know that you \\'ill continue your 
cocjperation, because when one joins the A. D. S. he 
becomes a more enthusiastic Dahlia fan, wanting the 
better varieties and that is where you profit. 

To tbe Prof essio11al In Particular 
.l\Iembership in the A. D. S. is a real asset in helping 

you to be of greater scn·ice to your employer. It helps 
you to keep up ro date of the latest things Dahlia-wise. 
Many of your friends \\·ou]d like to become members of 
the A. D. S. if thev knew of the BuLLETI and other 
good things to be er~joyed by the members. Invite them 
to join this greatest of all Dahlia Societies and to share 
in its many joys. 

\Ve again ask for the support of the entire member
ship of the A. D. S. It is your Society just as much as 
the Society of the officers or any committee. Let us all 
pull together and make the membership what we all 
know it can be made, if we all ask all our Dahlia loving 
friends to join and show them the way to join. Send all 
memberships and remittances direct to i\1r. C. Louis 
Alling, 251 Court Street, \Vest Haven, Connecticut. 

R. TV. TVebb, 
Chairman, i'vf.embers/Jip Comnzittee. 
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Editorial 
And so we are in a recession-real or fancied-they tell 

us it is a recession. 
One good way for the Dahlia lover to conserve his 

assets; save future expense money is to buy now some 
good varieties to add to his collection. This expenditure 
of a relatively small sum will provide enjoyment and 
entertainment through the late summer and fall. Your 
garden will be so interesting you will refrain often from 
leaving it to seek other enjoyment which may have cost 
mnch more money. 

• 
I was invited to "listen in" at one of the sales counters 

of a large seed house recently. Surprising how many 
folk are turning to gardening who have been more or 
less "previously" occupied during the last five years. 

\iVhat flower except the Dahlia will bloom from three 
to four consecutive months with just a little studied 
care? Miniatures and porns to fit into any conceivable 
planting plan. Beautiful free flowering cactus varieties 
for my lady's daily bouquets for the home; mammoth 
decoratives to make a man hurry to catch a train to get 
there while the soft evening glow of September radiates 
the glorious colorings. These are bur snatches of the 
fascination of Dahlia growing. Let's make it the great
est Dahlia year! 

The American Dahlia Society 

Because of so many requests we asked President Dud
ley to again bring us his survey of what the A. D. S. 
officers are buying this year. And Mr. Conrad Frey 
writes on "Fifty Dahlias That Can Win At the Shows 
This Year." If you enjoy these informative articles, 
write the authors and make such suggestions as seem 
expedient. 

• 
Of some 3,000 vanet1es that have been tested at the 

A. D. S. Trial Grounds at Storrs, Prof. Patch tells us 
some 500 have received certificates. During the 1937 
growing season but 2 r were certified out of I 5 5 entries. 
Read else,:\•here in this issue complete data regarding 
sending your undisseminated Dahlias to each of the 
A. D. S. Trial Grounds. And please send all material 
before ] une r st! 

• 
The advertisers in the BuLLETIN are striving to give 

satisfaction. Place your confidence ju them. A large 
part of your success depends upon the quality of the 
stock you plant. Three good ones are better than six 

•poor ones. If you buy chuck you will not eat porter
house. Price is great bait. That's 'vhat the happy brook 
trout thought of a worm, too! Don't land in the fry
ing pan. 

• 
The A. D. S. encourages a high standard of ethics 

in the Dahlia industry and will refuse to accept adver
tising from any grower whose tactics are unfair. This 
acts as a protection to members who purchase material 
from our advertisers. 

• 
Dr. C.H. Batchelder of the U. S. Dept. of Agriculture, 

whose fine article on Corn Borer appears in this issue, 
will speak on this subject at a meeting of the Garden 
Club of Jersey City on Ma.y 5th. The place of the meet
ing is the Masonic Hall in that city and the rime 8: t5. 
The talk will be illustrated with lantern slides showing 
the injury inflicted on Dahlias by this pest. 

• 
A. D. S. SHOW MOVES TO UPTOWN NEW 

YORK 

After twenty-three years of successful Shows held in 
midtown New York City the Show is to be moved up
town to the beautiful Ball Room of the Concourse Plaza 
Hotel located at the Grand Concourse and 161st Street. 
The move is made necessary by the ever increasing auto
mobile traffic in the business section of the city making 
it nearly impossible for one nor familiar with New York 
traffic to either bring in an exhibit or attend by car. 

The new location is easily reached from all New 
Jersey and western points by the George \iVashington 
Bridge. The new Triborough Bridge makes access easy 
from Long Island and the Concourse is the gateway to 

New England. Two subways make it only about twenty 
minutes from Times Square and the Stadium Station
Yankee Stadium-is just a block from the hotel. Rooms 
will be available at reasonable rates for those who stay 
over night. 
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Dahlia Personals-and Personalities 

By Oliver Shurtleff 
Secretary, West Virginia Dahlia Society 

Vice-President, American Dahlia Society 
1264 Bryant Street, Fairmont, W. Va. 

My share of the American Dahlia BuLLETIN-Dahlia 
Personals and Personalities is a, pleasure to me. Not that 
I do it so well; the pleasure comes from the fact that I 
get to introduce my Dahlia friends to BuLLETIN readers. 
"To share friendships with other friends strengthens that 
friendship." Hence, I love my column. I hope that the 
readers like it a little bit, at least. 

MADAM PRESIDENT 

I introduce to the American Dahlia Society family 
Mrs. Bess G. Hardesty, President of the \Vest Virginia 
Dahlia Society. Her ·home is in Kingwood, one of the 
prettiest little mountain towns that can be found any
where. 

And she loves flowers. She gravitates toward flowers 
and \.vhen she touches them their beauty is increased. 
Opening buds and spreading petals, at her. command and 
touch, become bouquets of magic lovliness to enchant 
and charm and grace. People like her flowers; from 
them go out their O\vn radiance and her personality. 

Her personality suggests: 
"vVhere charm and grace and beauty meet; 
For at her feet 
Grows loveliness 
In flower and fern and leaf." 

And i\.frs. Hardesty \:-.·arks. For the past several years 
her floral pieces have been a significant part of the \;Vest 
Virginia Dahlia Show. For the last two years she has 
been "florist to the comt of flowers." The queen of 
"The Court of Flowers," per princesses and the ambassa
dresses to this lovely court have all, for the most part, 
carried flowers which had been grown and arranged by 
Mrs. Hardesty. How proud those girls were ro carry 
those exquisite arm bouquets of Dahlias blending per
fectly in color, neat and exact in arrangement, sweet and 
gorgeous in their display! Mrs. Hardesty did it! 

Flowers have not been her only interest. Happily 
married, she hns been a charming wife to a :fine husband 
and a compa.nionable mother to their delightful children. 
In the midst of her garden she is queen; in the midst oi 
her family she is honored. Through that strange admix
ture of happiness and sorrow, of the pleasant and the un
pleasant, which we call life, she herself has always been 
pleasant. 

The \Vest Virginia Dahlia Society is fortunate in 
having Mrs. Hardesty as its President. As her Secretary 
the writer \Vants to invite all Dahlia lovers to come to 
Fairmont on September 16th to meet her, to see her 
Dahlia Show and her pageant, "The Court of Flowers." 
You will be most welcome. 

A Department Devoted to the Idea that Worth 
While Achievement in the Dahlia World Should Be 
Recognized, Even Tho' The Achiever is Not Often 

in the Headlines in the Dahlia Magazines. 

Trial Ground of Dahlia Society of California 
vVe are advised by Mr. Edward Salbach, well known 

Berkeley Dahlia and Glad specialist of the establishment 
of a Dahlia Trial Grounds at the Botanical Garden of 
the University of California. 

Application is made for sanction of the American 
Dahlia Society. 

Dcrnils arc not complete as we go to press but '.-Ve 
congratulate the Dahlia Society of California for accom
plishing this imporrnnr step which they have anticipated 
some years. 

• • • 
AMATEUR NIGHT 

In order to create greater interest in Dahlias among 
amateurs we suggest that Dahlia Societies extend an in
vitation, through the ne\~.rspapers, to all amateurs to 
attend its meeting in either March or April of each year; 
also write the presidents of the Gar<len Clubs extending 
an invitation to them and to their members. Garden 
editors should be invited too. 

As to the program for the meeting: if say, six com
merci;tl growers would volunteer to talk ten minutes 
each, and each one on a different subject, such as: first, 
Dividing the Clumps; sc:.:ond, How to Plant the Roots; 
third, Spraying for Insects; fourth, Irrigating and Culri
vation; fifth, Disbudding for Show Blooms; sixth, Dig
ging and Storing for the \,\linter; we feel sure that it 
would be greatly appreciated by those who arc trying to 

get the knack of raising worth-while Dahlias. 
Question period to follow. 
By R. E. Devncy, Presidcnr. of the Dahlia Study Cluu 

of Cleveland. Ohio. 

• • • 
COPPER WIRE HOUSE PRODUCED GOOD 

ROOTS 

Mr. Louis B. Tim, whose copper cloth house was 
described in a previous article reports that the roots 
produced by the plants grown in the house are fully 
equal to those of the plants grown outside. This infor
mation is given after an entire year's experimenting. 
The "cloth house" roots propagated as well and pro
duced healthy plants. In fa.ct, Mr. Tim quire prefers 
them to those grown outdoors. 
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Dahlia Forum and Exchange 
If there's something you would like to know

er some cultural or historic lore you would like 
to pass along-or if you have the itch to write 
about Dahlias-then this is your department. 
Address Sec'y Alling. 

Conducted by 
Secretary C. Louis Alling 
251 Court Street, West Haven, Conn. 

I have had the itch to write 011 length of stems of 
Dahlias at flower Shows for a long time. So I am 
scratching for relief, or should I put two teaspoonfuls of 
Nitrophoska in my shoes so I can see the specimen 
blooms at the big flower (Dahlia) Shows. Most of the 
Dahlia fan's only chance of seeing the novelties and 
oc\ver \·arictics , if they have good centers, etc., a.re at 
the fall Dahlia Shows and few of us arc seven feet tall. 

I have gone through the milk bottle days and camou
flaging poor blooms with a bunch of Icavcs stuck at the 
back. 1 do not agree with that, nor do I agree with the 
unoalanced length of stems, in the specimen blooms. 
Anything from 1' 611 to 4' 6" with the 4' 6" ones droop
ing for want of water before the termination of the 
Show. I would welcome a reasonable length of stem 
stipulated on Show schedules, so as to allow patrons of 
the Show a better chance to sec the blooms to their full 
advantage, and not just a view of the stem and under 
part of the flowers. My views arc not spiteful to any
body but arc my interpretation of the American Dahlia 
Society's aims. Yours a brother. 

Art/Jurs Roberts, 
447 Meriden Road, TVcrterbury, Connecticut. 

• • • 
Urban, 'Nash., 

February 23, 1938. 
To Dahlia Forum a,nd Exchange: 
Gentlemen: 

I am spending the winter on an island in Puget Sound 
and enjoying every minute of the time. 

I have read with interest the numerous complaints in 
regard to borers in Dahlias, and various methods of dis
posing of them, and would like to tell you of an easy 
method I accidentally discovered. In cultivating my 
patch I ca.rry a small bottle of Black Leaf 40 and a medi
cine dropper with me, and when 1 discover a hole made 
by a borer I get two or three drops of Black Leaf 40 in 
the dropper, insert the tapered end of the dropper in the 
hole and squeeze the liquid inside the stalk then take 
some wet dirt and close the hole and go on and forget 
all about it. 

It never fails to kill the worm and never injures the 
plant in any way. 

Now 1 will agree that it is very pleasant to :fish for the 
worm with a wire and pull him out and watch him 

wiggle bur I don't imagine that the borer sets up and 
gives three cheers when the gas from this liquid or the 
liquid itself touches him, and it is lots less trouble than 
using a wire or splitting the stalk and much more 
pleasant than seeing a choice plant ""ithcr away. 

I have no remedy for prevention of this pest but you 
can hold them in check easily this way. Now if some 
one will tell me how to dispose of red spider as c;1sily I 
will rise np and call him l>lcssed. 

Yours very truly, 
Orie E. Oler, 

Senior Vice-President Da/Jlia Society of fodicrna. 

[\Ve appreciate this information from Mr. Oler. Else
where in this issue will be found Dr. C. H. Batchelder's 
arriclc on control of second generation borcr.- Ed.] 

• • • 
Maturing of Dahlia Roots 

There seems to be a mistaken opinion about the way 
Dahlias arc grown in California. 

The plants arc allo\vcd to die down and are dug about 
January or February and stored in the garage or base
ment where a convenient light and bench makes it easy 
to di,·idc the clumps. 

The roots are entirely dormant in the ground from 
about the first of December. All of the sap in the stock 
is allowed to go back into the roots. 'Ve do not have 
killmg black frosts although the heaviest and coldest 
was the winter of 1937 when the ground froze one inch 
deep and the wa,tcr in the pools had ice two inches. 

'Ve do not have white grubs or corn borers and all 
gTowers here who care for their garden are very careful 
to examine any roots that they import. Our greatest 
pest is from the ants which if not controlled put aphis 
or scale on the plants. -

It is necessary to water frequently as California has 
no summer rains, and all growers use a mulch to keep 
the ground from drying out. 

As a result of these mild winters seed is allowed to 
ripen on the plant and roots to mature in the ground. 

vVe do allow our roots to rest and do not dig, cut 
and immediately replant as some people think. I think 
it easier and better to grow Dahlias in California. 

Glenn T. Mack. 
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L.I.M.D.A. ANNUAL DINNER 
By Avery F. Nesbitt 

Handkerchiefs disappeared into thin air; cards left the 
pack and turned up in another place; yards ai:d yards of 
material were pulled from an empty tube, nght befo~e 
our eyes! Shades of Houdini, where did all of this 
happeii.? \iVell, if someone t~as not already inf?rmed 
yon this is part of the entertamment you missed 1f you 
did not attend the annual dinner of the Long Island 
Men's Dahlia Association, on March 19th. 

But there was more magic that evening than that 
which was supplied by the Wizard of Legerdemain. 
There was the splendid Georgian . Room and turkey 
dinner provided by the Garden. City Hot~l, the first 
mellow evening of the year supplied by Sprrng, and the 
genial fellowship brought by all of the men present. 

Although this is called a dinner ~or. Long Island Dahlia 
men, a glance at those present md1cares that growers 
from other territories find it pleasurable to attend. 
There were greetings from the A. D. S. President, Mr. 
Lvnn DudJcv, a delegation of five from Peekskill (all 
f ~rmcr Presi'dcms of the Pecl\:skill Society), and other 
er rowers from neighboring Sta.res. vV e were treated to 
~n interesting talk by Mr. J. Liphart, of Richmond, Vir
ginia, who made us envious \Vhcn he spoke of tl~e long 
oTowing season in his State. During the cvemng we 
heard grecrings and comments fro~1 Mr. J ~mes Duthie 
and I\ Ir. Bill Noonan. Mr. Duthie, who JS a charter 
member of the National Organization and one of its first 
Presidents, held our attention with reminiscences of the 
"uld days." 

The Chairman, Dr. Bruce Preas, arranged for other 
entertainment in addition to the magician. There was 
many a laucrh and nor a few red faces when Dr. Preas 
good-nature

0
dly showed stereopticon caric_amres of some 

of our members. 'Ve also congratulate him upon secur
ing those :;notion pictures of the life and habits of 
\'arious insects-especially the microscopic scenes from 
the life of the Praying Mantis. v\That patience must 
have been required to film the tiny, undeveloped insects 
emerging from their nest, and to take the later pictures 
of \'arious stages in the life of the same insects! 

There \Vas plenty of "Dahlia talk," too. i\fr. Tooker 
showed us his beautiful, colored motion pictures of the 
Trial Grounds and college at Storrs. This was an excel
lent opportunity for those who have never visited that 
interesting place to see exactly what fr is like. 

The fine evening \Vas brought to a close with the 
words of Editor \Vaaser who made a plea for a united 
cff ort to establish more, good Dahlia Shows on Long 
Island. 

New Dahlia Prima Donnas-Cont. from p. 15 

Director Da/Jl, (Hillcrest) I. Dec., Rhodamine purple 
to mallow purple. A. D. S. Certificate at E. L. 

In this list of thirty-ti ve "first choices" among the new 
large 1938 Dahlia Novelties there are a total of sixteen 
A. D. S. Certificates of Merit. Several , -arieries have 
won certificates with a score of 85 points or over at both 
A. D. S. Trial Grounds. Of the first fi,-e varieties in 
preference four have won certificates. This is evidence 
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that the impetus given vanenes which score. high . at 
A. D. S. Trial Grounds helps to put the variety lugh 
in favor among growers. 

Suzall Varieties 

Twenty-five new small type Dahlias wc~c li~tcd as 
being selected by those to whom the quest1ona1re was 
sent. 

The first three in this list were the winners of A. D. S. 
Certificates, again testifying to the fact tha~ if a Dahlia 
is worthy, the A. D. S. system of .sconng at Trial 
Grounds is an excellent way to prove it. 

The selections follow: 
No. 1. Sylvia, (Lakeside) F. l\llin., Cerise red. First 

in preference and first in number of choices. A. D. S. 
Certificate E. L. and S. 

No. 2. i\!IcK.ayr Purity, (l\lkKay-Dahliadel) F. Dec . 
'Vhite. A. D. S. Certificate at Storrs. 

No. 3. i\!Ielrose Baby, (Liphart) Pompon, deep 
cherry red. A. D. S. Certificate at Storrs. 

No. 4. Pi11k Lassie (Moore-Dahliadcl) Peony Min., 
Soft rose pink. 

No. 'i· (Tic.) Preak'l7ess, (Preas) Coll:uctte, pure 
white. 

No. 5. (Tie.) Little Miss M11ff'ett, (Strasen) I. Dec., 
Min., rose pink . . 

No. 6. (Tic.) C/Jarma, (Creekside) F. Dec., Mm., 
bright red flecked white. 

No. 6. (Tie.) Betty Malo11e, (Malone-Dahliadcl) 
Pornpon. Greenish white petals, at center tipped phlox 
purple. A. D. S. Certificate Storrs.. Scored 87,. lnghcst 
ever recorded for <1 Porn. (Not to be introduced this year.) 

No. 7. (Tic.) Dubonnet, (Shipley-Dahliaclel) Min. 
Semi-Cactus. Deep ox blood red. A miniature "Flora
dora." A. D. S. Certificate East L. 37. 

No. 7. (Tic.) S'11orz.vsprite, (Shcc-Dahliadcl) J\'1in. 
Semi-Cac., pure white. 

N"o. 8. (Tic.) Lolette, (\Vickersham) Min., Tyrian 
pink. 

No. 8. (Tie.) Cl.iaro11 Hall (Loop Gardens) Pom
pon, Sulphur yellow. A. D. S. Certificate E. L. 1937. 

No. 8. (Tie.) Bunnie, (Dahliadcl) Orchid, Pure 
wh itc, golden center. 

ln addition to the above thirteen small type Dahlias 
which led in number of choices and in preference, there 
\\·ere t\\·ch·e runners-up which arc being purchased. 
These arc: 

Mrs. Clara Colwell, (Theodore Sjoberg) J\Iin. F. Dec., 
Bordeaux purple. A. D. S. Certificate E. Lansing '37. 

Joyce Aun, (Sanhican) .Min. Dec., Pink. 
Rote Pearl, (Sanhican) Min., Red. 
Starlet, (Kanouse) Cac. i\lin., light yellow. 
C/.Jarmen, (No information a\'ailablc). 
Canary, (Creekside) Pompon, yellow. 
Purple joy , (Salem) Pompon, true purple. 
Lemon Drop, (No information available). 
Hetsy, (No information available). 

\Ve regret that \Ve do not have all necessary informa
tion on some of the small varieties. \Ve have gone 
through all the catalogues on hand and trial ground 
reports and failed to find them listed. 

There's the list, folks. Does it coincide with your 
selections of the most desirable new comers to the D;hlia 
gardens and Show tables? If not don't blame us. \Ve 
did the best we could to help. 
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thin paste. This paste is then added to the spray water, 
and the mixture is agitated to obtain complete dispersion 
of the derris. The material may be made up in small 
Jors :u the rate of 2 ounces (avoirdupois) , or 9 level 
tablespoonfuls, of derris to 3 gallons of water. 

Pbenotbiazine. This material is made up in the same 
concentration and in the same manner as that described 
for ground root of derris. Constant agitation is required 
to obtain uniform distribution uf pbcnothiazine spray. 
The ammonium sulpho soap has not been found a satis
factory spreader for phenothiazine. 

Insecticidal Dust 
Application of insecticidal agents with a dust carrier, 

preferred by some growers, bas been a subject of experi
mental tests. These experiments have shown. that one of 
the best dust insecticides is a preparation of dual-fixed 
nicotine. This is composed of dried nicotine tannate 
and dried nicotine bentonite mixed with a talc or a cla.y 
carrier in such proportions that the dust will contain 4 
per cent of nicotine. Increased adhesiveness \Vas ob
tained through the addition of sodium bmylhydroxy
phcnylbenzencsulphonate (butyl phenyl-phenol sodium 
sulphonatc) in the proportion of o.o+ percent of the 
complete dust. 

lVbere to Obtain 11lsecticides 
Information regarding the purchase of insecticidal 

materials mentioned in this publication usually may be 
obtained through local dealers in agricultural supplies, 
sccdsmen, or general stores, or through county agricul
tural agents, State agricultural experiment stations, State 
dcparrrnents of agriculture, or the Bureau of Entomology 

Figure 7. Exit hole covered with frass-late stage. Note 
stunted terminal (central branch). 

The American Dahlia Society 

and Plant Qua.rantine, U. S. D epartment of Agriculture . 

Roots Are Not Infested 
The corn borer is primarily a stalk borer and it has not 

been found below the level of the "crown" of the Dahlia 
plant. Therefore, if root clumps have been prepared 
properly for winter storage by cutting off the stalks close 
to the "c.rmvn," it is not likely that hibernating borers 
will be carried over winter in root clumps. Since this 
method of cutting is standard practice among commercial 
growers, and owing to the further safeguard of State 
and Federal inspection services, there is little danger that 
borers will be present in newly purchased roots. 

• 
Registrations 

Application has been made with the customary fee of 
$1 .oo to register the follovving Dahlia names. If no prior 
right exists, and there is no valid objection within a 
reasonable length of time, registration will be considered 
made. 

\ V lllRLlGtG. Informal decorative. Bright red with 
\vhite tips. Medium size. By R. \V. \Vcbb, 1322 

Schlager Street, Scranton, Pennsylvania. 
PAINTER'S DELIGHT. Cactus. Light salmon orange, 

blended with grcna,dine pink. By Arthur Roberts, 474 
Meriden Road, \Naterbury, Connecticut. 

GOVERNOR HAROLD G. HoFFMAN. Formal decorative. 
Rich pink, 6 x 3 inches. Bush 4 Yz feet. CLARA M. 
S"\NOERS. Formal decorative. Pure white, 7 Yz x 3 Yz . 
Bush 3 Yz feet. By Port Republic Nurseries, Port Repub
lic, New Jersey. 

Ac.E H 1c11. Informal decorative. Clear deep yellow. 
Large. Orn TRAIL DAN DEE. Ball type. Purplish red 
with siker reYcrsc. By Old Trail Dahlia Gardens, 1705 
Forsythe A \'enue, Columbus, Ohio. 

Notice 
To \\Thom it May Concern: 

1 he follo,,·ing na,med Dahlias arc believed to be obso
lete, in that they arc not generally catalogued and gen
erally grown under the variety names: 

Ac7!7e, Ader, Adorati011, Albastic, Apricot, Beacon, 
Beaut, Bewitlms, Big Bouncer, Birdie, Brave Heart, Calico 
Ge7!7, Cm1dida, Caprice, Cremo, Darli11g of t/Je Gods, 
Dearie, Don Bo77era, Dun'llo, Early Day, Ecmarc/Jera, 
Enormom, E'uedon, Executive, Faddy, Fascinating, Fire
sto11e, Flottuer of Night, Garden Beauty, Gloria, Golde11 
S/.Jeen, Gypsy Boy, Halo, Hamlet, Handsome, Harlequin, 
Hearts' Desire, H o711estake, Icicle, Innocence, Jack, 
Jacob's Ladder, Jct'lllboree, Jumbo, LaSelect, Lady Fair, 
Log Cabin, Lovely Thing, Mammot/:J, Milady Mysteria, 
Neptune, October Morn, Opal. 

Notice is hereby given that these names will be de
clared stricken from the roll and available for new 
varieties, unless notice is recei\·cd \Vithin sixty days from 
the publication of this list. 

American Dablia Society Committee on Nomenclature, 
C. H. Connors, Cbairman, 

New Jersey Agricultural Experiment Station, 
New Brunswick, New Jersey. · 
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Planting Hints 
Avoid planting too early. May 15th to June 15th is 

the proper season in the cast and mid west. Do not 
pla.nt entire clumps, information about dividing will be 
found elsewhere in this issue. Dig the soil very deeply 
and pulverize preparatory to planting. If desired, a 
balanced fertilizer may be thoroughly incorporated in 
the soil. Plant root divisions flat, with sprout upturned 
in holes five to six inches deep. Cover with two inches 
of soil and gradually fill the remaining depression as 
the sprout grows. 

vVhen green plants are received after being shipped a 
distance, unpa.ck and give them plenty of water. Keep 
them in a light but not sunny place for a day and then 
they are ready to set out permanently. Remove from 
pot and set in ball of earth in a hole six inches deep. 
Wrap paper around the stem an inch or two under the 
soil and the same distance above the soil. This will 
elimina,te the destruction from cut worms. Fill in the 
soil to a point an inch or so above the level of the ball 
of earth. \Vater well and shade the plant with an in
verted peach basket for a few days. 

Commence spraying right away using a two purpose 
insecticide such as Red Arrow, Evergreen, etc. Make it 
a practice to spray once a week, cultivate around the 
plants once a week and water copiously once a week 
(unless there has been rainfall). This is a habit which 
one acquires with little difficulty and is a long step 
toward success. 

When the plants arc about a foot high and show signs 
of gro"\ving pinch out the top above three sets of leaves
this will result in proper branching of the plant. 

• • • 

Dividing Clumps 

Jr is universally recognized that very poor results arc 
obtained when entire Dahlia clumps are planted. 

The technique in dividing clumps may be made quite 
simple. 

First cut away as much of the old stalk as possible 
without injuring the eyes or sprouts. These eyes appear 
on the crown or base of the old stalk. 

A good division consists of one or more sound roots 
·with unbroken neck joined to a solid piece of the 
crown, containing a live eye. So the next logical step 
is to cut away from the clump any broken roots as 
these are useless. Prepare to halve the clump by cutting 
straight down through the center of the old stalk being 
careful to choose for this cut a position not too close to 
the live eves. Great care should be exercised that the 
eyes be nO't damaged nor the necks of the tubers cracked. 
Some place the clump on top of a small brick before 
making this cut. 

When completed there are two half clumps. They 
may then be quartered if there a.re sufficient eyes and 
good roots. Some clumps make several good divisions. 

Show Dates at a Glance 

A. D. S., New York City, September 20-21st. 
Baltimore Dahlia Society, September 16th-17th. 
\ :Vest Virginia, Fairmont, September 16th-17th. 
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Ohio Dahlia Society, Cleveland, September 17rh-18th. 
Western Pennsylvania Branch, Pittsburgh, September 

I 7th-18th. 
1\!Iid \ i\T est, Detroit, September 24th-25th. 
National Capital Dahlia Society, YVashington, Septem

ber 24th-25th. 
Portland, Oregon, Dahlia Society, Portland, September 

27th-28th. 
Ohio Valley Dahfoi. Society, Cincinnati, October 1st-

211d. 
T here will be hundreds of Dahlia Shows held through

out the land this fall. The above is a preliminary list 
with dates such as we have a,t hand as we go to press. 
'Ve plan on a complcre list in the August issue and 
would appreciate information of any Shows not listed. 

• 
Two More Branch Societies 

\Ve arc happy to report that the Dahlia Society of 
Alabama has voted to join the A. D. S. as a Branch 
Society and has started with 26 paid up members. This 
is splendid cooperation on the part of our southern 
friends who have pledged themselves to work so whole
heartedly for the improvement of the Dahlia. 

As we go co press we are pleased to hear via long dis
tance telephone from President E. ]. Heitzman of the 
Ohio Valley Dahlia Society, with headquarters in Cin
cinna,ri, that they have also voted to come in as a branch, 
and :is it repo1:tcd elsewhere in this issue, are ta ha.vc 
an official A. D. S. Trial Gardens located in beautiful 
Ault Park in the ciry of Cincinnati. 

These new Branch Societies make for closer coiipera
tion and a better understanding between the local and 
parent Societjes, consequently much more work may be 
accomplished in the improvement of the Dahlia, and 
after all that is the purpose to which all Dahlia Societies 
arc dedicated. \Ve hope that we may have the pleasure 
of welcoming many more branches in the near future. 

• 
On to Detroit 

This is the slogan for this big annual mid west Dahlia 
event which is to be held on Saturday and Sunday, 
September 24th-25th . The loc.J.tion is the beautiful Gen
eral Motors Building. Plans arc in the hands of a cap
able committee consisting of represcnrnti\·es of the 
\'a rious Mid \Vest Conference Societies. The prelimin
ary schedule will be ready in June and may be had on 
application to Torn M. Place, 176 Morass Avenue, Mt. 
Clemons, Michigan, who should be addressed for all 
information. 
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N e"VVs and Notes of the Affiliated Societies 
Akron Dahlia Society 

By F. V. R. Veirs 

At the January meeting of the Akron Dahlia Society, 
Harold Shannabrook of Massillon , Ohio, was re-elected 
to head the organization for another year; and with the 
experience lie has had in conducting the Society to the 
most fruitful year in membership and the best Show 
ever held in Akron, we wish him success this coming 
year. The other officers are: First Vice-President, Vic
tor Goerler, re-elected for a second term; Second Vice
President, Mrs. \V. H. Shannabrook; Third Vice-Presi
dent, Durbin Everhard; Secretarv, L. R. Davis; Assistant 
Secretary, Dwight Jennings, ;nd Treasurer, W. H. 
Shannabrook. 

Mr. Davis served last year as Assistant Secretary and 
Show Superintendent. During the latter part of the year 
he acted as publicity man and did an exceedingly good 
job in all three positions. No one in the Society has the 
v\'elfare of the organization more at l1eart than he. 

vVarren Shanna.brook was appointed Show Chairman; 
and F. V. R. Veirs, Chairman of Publicity. Other ap
pointments will be made later. 

At the next meeting John Zaza will tell us bow to 
grow specimen blooms and answer any questions of in
terest to the Society. 

It might be interesting, especially to the new members, 
to know that this year is the tenth anniversary of the 
organization of the Akron Dahlia Society which was 
started in October, 1928. vVarren Shannabrook was the 
first President, and I think he has held some office almost 
continuously since that time. The first Show was held 
ten years ago and fifteen Shows have been staged alto
gether and each succeeding Show has shown improve
ment over the last. 

The Ohio Dahlia Society was organized the same year, 
but their first Show was in 1930. This Show was held 
in the Hollanden Hotel in Cleveland and was very 
successful both as a Show and as a :financial success, the 
Society ha.ving had, after all bills were paid, about $140. 

l NUSUAL DAllG 1\INS JN FOHEIGN DAHLIAS 

We nn1st cut clown our stock lo make room for 
our new im1)ortations 

Bargain lists ready about April 25th 

ES'l'ACADA DAHL.IA GARDENS 
Eio.;tne:uln, Oregon 

Your address for the best 
EUROPEAN NOVEL TIES 

is 

H. CARLEE LTD. 
HAARLEM, HOLLAND 

The members of the Show Committee that year were 
Benjamin Deland, Dr. Smith and \Varrcn Shannabrook, 
all of whom are still members of the Ohio Dahlia 
Society. 

The two Societies have been very close and usually 
some of the officers of one Society are officers in the 
other. There has always been a friendly rivalry between 
them and the blooms from members of both Societies are 
1;hown at both places. 

Take care of your prize winning roots and plants, for 
now is the time to start to prepare for your specimen 
blooms for the Shows next fall. 

A great many members have told me they are getting 
ready for the Akron, Cleveland and the great Mid West 
Show in Detroit next fall which we arc going to support 
to the limit. 

Commercial growers who have not been supporting 
their local, state and national Societies, remember that 
when these organizations cease to exist your business will 
be with the Five and Tens. 

• 
Alabama Dahlia News 

Under the capable leadership of Mr. Norman Lefko
vits, the President, the Dahlia Society of Alabama is 
going forward in a fine way. The meetings have been 
featured by both plans and programs conducive to grow
ing more and better Dahlias in Alabama. At the Febru
ary meeting a study was made of pest control and of 
soils adapted to Dahlia growing. This was led by Pro
fessor E. \N. iVlcElwee, Assistant Professor of Orna
mental Horticulture a,t Alabama Polytechnic Institute, 
who also spoke on "The Value of the Trial Grounds to 
Alabama Dahlia Growers." Mr. Nelson Crist, for twenry
five years a member of the Atlanta Park Board, was the 
speafrer at the March meeting. His topic \Vas "Dahlia 
Fertilization and Propagation." The meetings are well 
attended; one member, Mr. J. W. Moore of Huntsville, 
drives around three hundred and fifty miles each month 
to be present. New members are being enrolled and a 
membership drive with a goal of doubling the member
ship was begun at the March meeting and will continue 
until May. 

Creating unusual interest and favorable comment was 
the recent appearance of the Dahlia Society of Alabama 
Cut TV orm. Unlike that bothersome little pest familiar 
to all Dahlia growers this Cut JV orm is a most interest
ing bulletin giving helpful cultural instructions, a list of 
Dahlias winning ribbons at the 1937 Show, interesting 
bits about members and information with a map showing 
the location of the Trial Grounds, established this year. 
All are now looking forward to the next appearance of 
this Cut liV ornz. 

The Show Committee, Dr. H. C. Rike, Chairman, an
nounce that plans for the 1938 Show are complete with 
the exception of the selection of the judges. The loca
tion is to be in Birmingham at the Thomas Jefferson 
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Hotel. The date will be October 1 rth. This being the 
last major Show to be held in 1938, we hope some of 
our eastern and mid western friends will find it possible 
to be with us on that date. There will be a few changes 
over last year's Show. The division of classes is more 
definite so that the man growing only a few hills will 
not have to compete with the man growing one or two 
hundred hills. Also about one-fourth of the floor space 
has been allotted to miniatures and pompons. Shoy1.· 
schedules Yvill be available after May 1st. Those inter
ested write the secretary. 

T. M. Floyd, Director of the Trial Grounds is very 
much enthused over the progress which has been made 
in getting everything in order for our first year's trial. 
He states that the growers have been most generous in 
their contributions and have been exceedingly prompt in 
making their reservations and that there are only a fe-vv 
available stakes left. He also states that he feels no 
hesitancy in predicting a very successful first year's 
undertaking. 

• 
Baltimore Dahlia Society 

The Baltimore Dahlia Society bas secured the co(jpera
tion of the City Fathers of Baltimore for their 1938 Show 
by a financial contribution. Tentative plans for our 
1938 Show call for the use of Baltimore's largest con
vention hall if same can be secured and the possibility of 
a three day Show instead of the usual two day Show as 
in the past. Show Manager George Schirmer plans the 
best Show to date for Baltimore-in fact George is taking 
in a lot of territory and raving of the best Show in the 
U. S. A. Our members are grateful to Mr. Tetzer of 
West Bridgewater, Pennsylvania, for his donation of 
Dahlia tubers given as door prizes at our last meeting. 
The old time Chesapeake oyster roast given by President 
Nicholas A. Gossmann and l\i1rs. Gossmann was just 
about the finest affair it has been the pleasure of your 
correspondent to attend. Eats-refreshments and the 
famous Chesapeake bivalve were consumed by the mem
bers of our Dahlia social, but even the food-the good 
rime and the oyster could not stop the various Dahlia 
fans from getting together and discussing Dahlias
Dahlias and more Dahlias (and it should be so). Many 
of our boys have purchased new rnrieties, Dahlia.ite D~
La wter importing some fine varieties from Holland. 

Our capable and faithful Financial Secretary, E. N. 
Gabrielson, is confined at a local hospital seriously ill
and the members of the Baltimore Dahlia Society miss 
this fine character at their meetings. \Ve pray for his 
speedy recovery. An extrc:mely early Spring has come 
to Baltimore and the vicinity, and many of the members 
are as busy as the proverbial bee in propagating and 
general preliminary work on their Dahlias. Most of the 
members report a very low per cent of loss in their 
tubers stored from the past season. vVe expect some 
new varieties and surprises in Dahlias in and around 
Baltimore this season. 

]. H. Nolte, Chairman Executive Cornnzittee. 
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Dahlia Society of Georgia 
The Dahlia. Society of Georgia Award of Honor Cer

tificate was granted to 24 varieties of the 149 submitted 
for trial at the Experiment Station of the University of 
Georgia. 

ALLING'S SEEDLING G10 (Mohawk Chief), (C. 
Louis Alling), Informal Dec. Large rich velvety cardi
nal red; 9-10 x 3-4; stems erect. 

BAERNE (Foreign), Cactus to Seci-Cactus. Straw to 
golden yellow with rose lavender showing at the tips; 
7 ~ 12 x 4 ~/z ; stems erect. 

BETSY (Hillside), Informal Dec. Amara.nth pink. 
shading to cream flower of sheer beauty; 7-8 x 4; stems 
good. 

DIRECTOR MARSHALL A. HOWE (Parrella), 
Formal Dec. Cardinal red, overlying mulberry; 7 x 5; 
stems erect. 

FAIRY (Dayton), Miniature Formal D ec. Soft rose 
pink with lavender cast; 3 Vz x 2; fine stems. 

FIREBALL (Hillside), Formal Dec. Glowing scar
let; 7 x 5; excellent stems. 

BERNICE GEER (Geneva Dahlia Gardens), Semi
Cactus. Distinctive color of brjght deep old rose; 8 Yz x 
4 /j ; erect stiff stems. 

GOLDEN BEAUTY (Hook), Informal Dec. Golden 
yellow, orange suffusion; 11 x 4; fine stems. 

GH.EA TER GLORY (Salem), Semi-Cactus. Rose 
pink, reverse deep rose; 10 x 4; excellent sterns. 

MAR GRACE (Hillside), Informal Dec. Flame scar
let, tips of straw yellcrw; 9 x 5; long strong sterns. 

MICHIGAN WHITE (Koenig), Semi-Cactus. \\.'hite 
with cream at base of petals; 7 x 3; sterns erect and long. 

MISS GLORY (Ballay), Semi-Cactus. Deep yellow, 
10 x 5~"2 ; beautiful form; excellent stems. 

l\'lOTHER iVIA YTROTT (Dahliadel), Informal Dec. 
Pure white of a.ttractiYe formation; 7 x 3 Vz ; vigorous; 
stems excellent. 

l\lRS. GRACE O'NEIL (B & B), l\1iniaturc Cactus. 
Deep rose pink; good miniature. 

OAK.LEIGH MONARCH (Hook), Formal Dec. 
Cardinal red; 1 o ~~ x .+ Yi ; fine stems. 

PEACE (Creekside), Informal Dec. Snow white; 9 x 
4; very vigorous; stems strong and erect. 

PRIMROSE (Hillside), Incurved Cactus. Yellow, 
rose pink reverse; 7 x 3 Yz ; good stems. 

.PURP1:-E JOY (Salem), P_o1:1po~1 of rosalene purple 
with bluish cast; new and d1st111cnve; 2 x 1 Vz ; strong, 
erect stems. 

QUEEN OF SMILES (Creekside), Ball. Beautiful 
rose cerise \vith a tone of lilac; 2 x 1 Yz ; fine stems. 

RED SALUTE (Salem), Formal Dec. Bright scarlet; 
9 x 6; good stems. 

ROBE.RT RIPLEY (Salem), Informal Dec. Rose 
la.vender; 9-1 r x 5-7; strong erect stems. 

SAARLAND'S HEIMKEHR (Foreign), Cactus. Ex
quisite color combination, canary yellow at center, 
shading to pink as petals open; 5 x 2 Vz; fine long stems. 

THE SOUTHLAND (B & B), Informal Dec. Gold 
to light old rose; large blooms held on strong stems with 
slight droop. 

\.VAR ADMIRAL (Salem), Informal Dec. Apricot, 

(Continued on follo·wing page) 
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with rosy pink reverse; 9 x 4 Y2 ; good stems. 
Committee oi Awards: \V. D. Ricks, Chairman; H. L. 

Cochran, B. E. Phillips, and B. L. Kennedy. 

• 
Dahlia Society of Indiana 

An intc:resting meeting of the Society was held on Sun
day, January 30th, at the Lincoln Hotel in Indianapolis. 
[nclement weather kept many of the members away, but 
quite a large and enthusiastic number were present to 
enjoy the program. . . 

Miss Jennie Tudor, Zionsville, gave a very mterestmg 
talk on "Dahlias in the Home," interspersed with draw
ings and pictures showing the proper arrangement of 
Rowers for artistic effect. 

A surprise feature on the program was the maiden 
effort of the Society's poet, Donald R. Curtis, who gave 
a number of his original poems, which were greatly en
joyed by everyone. Mr. Curtis is one of the Society's 
most valued members . 

Ralph C. Swartz, Irvington, President of tbe Society, 
was elected a delegate to the American Dahlia Society 
Executive Board meeting. 

At a previous meeting of the Executive Board, an in
vitation was extended by the city of Madison to hold the 
1938 Show there, which was accepted. At the meeting 
of the Society, the action of the board was approved and 
the place of the Show is now :fixed and the date is 
October 1st and 2nd. 

Mrs. Thalos Kerr, Indianapolis, was awarded the door 
prize, a root of Volcano, and Mrs. B. M. Walters, Car
lisle, was given a root of Red Jug for coming the. longest 
distance. 

Strong 

PLANTS 
YOUR CHOICE-SEVEN FOR $5.00 

Ballego's Surprise 
Broomall's Pink 
Clara Carder 
Darcy Sainsbury 
Golden Standard 
Haslerova 
Lord of Autumn 

i\fargrac:c 
M. ]. Cross 
Miss Glory 
Miss West Virginia 
Prachtkcrl 
Royal Purchase 
Rudolf's Giant 

Produced from the Finest Stocks 

"Dan D Dahlias,, 
(JOSEPH STEELE) 

Baldwin, N. Y. 

The American Dahlia Society 

Mr. and Mrs. 0. E. Oler, Dublin, who are visiting in 
Urban, Washington, have written a very interesting let
ter of their trip to the west coast. They left Dublin on 
December znd and motored by easy stages, stopping at 
many places of interest. One of the high-lights in 
flowers on their trip was the Capistrano Mission at old 
San Juan, established in 1776, where flO'wers from all over 
the world were on display and growing in profusion. 
They met Mr. BaJlay at Palo Alta and Mrs. Lee at 
Tacoma, Washington, remaining over night at her home. 

The action of the Society in affiliating with the Amer
ican Dahlia Society and arranging for the BuLLETIN to 
be sent every member, will certainly meet with the 
hearty approval of the members. This s~1ould prove a 
great incentive for every Dahlia grower 111 the state to 
join the Society. 

• 
Kansas City Dahlia Society 

The Kansas City Dahlia Society met at Hotel Balti
more in Kansas City, January r6th. The details of the 
Second Annual J ubelesta Show in the new city audi
torium \Vere :finally wound up. Then plans were started 
for our next Show in 1938. Our edition shows promise 
of makinrr head lines in this section of the country for 
the Dahli~ world. If we may brag a little, let us say it 
will be a good pl:lce to show those extra special Dahlias 
Mr. Commercial Grower. The show and class com
mittees are already making places for this Show. We 
especially commend the Central States Dahlia Society on 
their Dahlia Futurity feature. This year a surplus root 
exchange was started among members of the Kansas City 
Societv. All members wishing to list Dahlia roots sent 
in rhe1r lists, and one list was made of all availabe roots 
with the price each member asked for the.ir Dah~ia. 
\Vhen these lists were assembled we found qmte a pnce 
range on several Dahlias. For example the low price for 
1Vlan 0' War was 35 cents and the high $1.00 per tuber. 
\Ne suspect some of our members like 1VJ.an O' TVar bet
ter than others. This exchange may be profitable for 
the Society only if it functions well as an exchange. It 
operates on a 20% basis, the seller get 80 cents and the 
Society 20 cents on every dollar. 

The report on exchange sales to date :vas $~0.40; total 
cost of operation $r 5 .34. There \Vas d1scuss10n of the 
mission of our Society. This brought out the fact so 
many times overlooked, that "a Society succeeds only as 
it serves." Needless to say we started to lay plans to 

better serve. The Garden Clubs in our area need to 

know Dahlias better, and as they know them better will 
raise more Dahlias. We in turn will gain more mem
bers. To this end we will plan a Dahlia pamphlet on 
the culture of Dahlias, with suggestions as to varieties 
and types and their place in the garden, affiliation with 
the American Dahlia Society was voted on and ap
proved. Cooperation of the Society was voted to our 
St. Joseph members (and we take off our hats to this 
bunch) in sponsoring a municipal Dahlia garden in St. 
Joseph, Missouri. 

Our next meeting will be in March and it will be an 
important one. We have re-elected Mr. Lemmer as 
president and know we are in good hands. 

Mrs. E. F. Kearney. 
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Dahlia Society of Michigan 

The March meeting was the best meeting we have 
held so for this year. Despite the stormy weather, over 
150 people attended the showing of the "Tooker 
Movies," at the Hotel Sta,tler. These pictures were well 
publicized through the newspapers and the radio, which 
accounted for the large attendance. \Ve are sincerely 
indebted tu Mr. Ernest Tooker for loaning the films and 
our people enjoyed a most pleasant evening. 

Plans are \\'ell under way for the Mid \Vest Show to 
be held in the General Motors Building Auditorium, 
September 24th-25th. Michigan is playing host to the 
i\Jid \Vest this year, and we are glad to have the honor 
and pleasure. The secretaries of the affiliated societies 
have all been contacted, and they can plan on being 
regularly contacted from now until Show time. Michi
gan is playing host, but is not running the Show .. \Ve 
expect the 100 % support of each of the nine affiliated 
societies in every way. A "dummy" premium schedule 
will be sent out for ccnsideration to the different 
societies, and about June 1st, a n1imeographed copy of 
the Premium Schedule will be sent out to all growers, 
amateurs and exhibitors, so they will know what the 
classes will be, and can plan and- plant accordingly. 

Our good friend and compatriot, Val Veirs of Can
ton, Ohio, is putting a lot of time on this Show, and 
pledges the support of the Ohio crowd, and a lot of 
other people whom he is contacting. \Vhat we need is 
nine more Val V cirs. vV c have the promise that the 
whole A. D. S. crowd will be with us (including the 
genial and handsome editor of the BuLLETIN), and that 
alone is worth coming to the Show. In addition to 
these celebrities, we are quite sure of having in attend
ance such well known Dahlia men as J. \V. Johnston, 
who writes for the magazine H 011se Beautiful, and writes 
the well known Dahlia Futurit y; i\lr. Cordes from Cali
fornia, and many others, well known to all Dahlia fans. 

YVc arc trying to organize this Show so that it will 
run off as smooth as a production line, and if planning 
nncl working will do it, we should have a great Show. 
\Ve have one of the finest locations in the country, we 
are surrounded with a large number of Dahlia growers, 
from the States of Ohio, \Vest Virginia, Kentucky, 
Indiana, Illinois, \Visconsin, /\linnesota, to say nothing of 
the wonderful growers we expect from Ontario, and you 
can bet your life they will be with us. 

Outside of the A. D. S. Show in New York, we arc 
betting on this being the outstanding Show of the year, 
and so plan your activities to make the Mid \Vest Show 
at Detroit, September 24th-25th. 

Bruce Collim. 

IMPORTANT DATES 

ANNUAL A.D.S. SHOW, NEW YORK 
SEPTEMBER 20-21 

FIFTH ANNUAL MID-WEST SHOW 

DETROIT, SEPTEMBER 24-25 

MODERN DAHLIAS 

j.1.0UIS ROBER'..~ .. -

Ily J. JJouis Roberts 

Eclitc1l 1,y Leonm·(l Bari·on 

The purpose of this book is to in 
te rpret ste p b y st e p the prohlcms 
of th e Dahli a garde ne r. Mr. 
Robe rts has been grow ing JJahlia s 
fol' ove r twenty- live years and 
has written a mod ern ma nual fo r 
th e home gardener that will 
a nsw e r all qu estion s pe rtaining to 
Dahlia growing from hi s point 
of vi e w. Illustrated by N atali e 
Ifa dan Davis. $2.00. 

Publi shed by 
DouhJ cclay, Dcn·an Ont1loor 
llook!ii, Gnrclcn City, N. Y. 

National Capitol Dahlia Society 
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The National Capital Dahlia Society at its Decernbcr 
meeting elected the following officers: John L. Bishop, 
Pfesident; Dr. Charles C. Clark, Vice-President; Percy 
Fulton, Trca urer; Stephen James, Secretary. 

The Society is prog·ressing nicely now having a mem
bership of approximately scvcmy, the prospects are 
exceedingly bright in bringing the Dahlia back into its 
rightful position as the gueen of autumn flowers in this 
locality, we arc looking forward to one of our best 
Dahlia years. The Society will hold its third "Annual 
Regional Dahlia Show" September 24th and z 5th, at John 
Burroughs School Auditorium, 18th and i\Ionroc Streets 
N. E., \Vashington, D. C. 

SCHEDULE READY 
The advance mimeographed schedule of the National 

Capitol Dahlia Society is ready for distribution to all 
growers interested in exhibiting at the National Capitol 
Dahlia ShO\v on September 2-1-th and 25th, at the John 
Burrough's School, 18th and 1\fonroc Streets, \Vashing
ron, D. C. 

The schedule 'vas prepared early so growers could 
plan their plantings and be prepared for the many sec
tions and classes. 

The printed schedule \\'ill be ready about cwo weeks 
before the Show, will be a real fine program, and is to 
be sold to Show visitors at 10 cents per copy. Adver
tising will be limited and growers interested in securing 
space should make rcsen-ations early. 

Gro\\'ers of seedlings will be especially interested in 
our new rules for seedling judging. 

Copies of the advance schedules can be obtained from 
Stephen James, Secretary, Pan American Building, \ Vash
ington, D. C. 

Seedli11g Judging 
The National Capitol Dahlia Society will introduce an 

innovncion in seedling judging at their 1938 Show which 

PRIZE WINNING DAHLIAS 

St•111l for our Ji!iit fentnriu,;.· 11111ny hi~·Jt c·lns!o; 

111·ize. "'h111ers 

H.H.ROBENS 
4l Hull AYcnue Chn;;·rin Fnlls, Ohio 
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Affiliated Societies--Cont from page 27 

follows the general pattern of the plan originated by 
Conrad Frey and tested so successfully at New York 
last fall, but with a few additional changes. 

"Judges will enter the room individually, unaccom
panied and select by number a first, second and third 
choice in each class, :md also select a first, second and 
third choice from all undisseminated Dahlias in competi
tion for the American Home Achievement Medal, sign 
their ballots and hand them to the Show Chairman. 

"In tabulating the ballots the committee will count 
three points for first c hoice, two for second and one for 
third. T he Dahlia scoring the highest number of points 
in each class ·will be declared the winner in its class. 
The undisseminated Dahlia scoring the highest number 
of points in competition for the achievement medal will 
be declared the winner." 

]obn L. Bishop, President. 

• 
New Jersey Dahlia Society 

At the Spring meeting of the New Jersey Dahlia 
Society, l1eld at Newark, Saturday, April rnd, plans were 
made and committees appointed for a Fall Flower Show, 
to be held a,t Summit the latter part of September. Mr. 
Edward Lloyd of Verona will serve as general chairman. 

After a report of the exhibit of the Dahlia Society at 
the New York Flower Show, which told of the great 
interest displayed by several hundred people and the 
hundreds of questions asked about the growing of 
Dahlias, it was decided to appoint the chairman for next 
year's exhibit and make plans for it at once. Mrs. H. D. 
Thomas was appointed chairman. 

The beautiful pencil drawing posters used in the ex
hibit, shO\.Ying twelve principal types of Dahlias, were on 
display at this meering and were greatly admired. These 
were the gift of Mrs. Charles H. Stout, to whom was 
given a rising vote of thanks for her valuable gift. 

Announcement \Vas made of the Spring conference 
and election of the New Jersey Garden Club, of which 
the Dahlia Society is a member, on April 11th, at vVest
field, and Miss Virginia Stout, Miss Frances Hornfcck 
and Mrs. H. D. Thomas were appointed delegates. 
Flowers were directed to be sent to Mr. J. vV. Johnston, 
former President of the Society, who is in a hospital in 
Nevv York. 

The members greatly enjoyed a description of the trip 
to South America of Mrs. Stout and Miss Virginia Stout 
in January and February, and the Dahlias seen there by 
Mrs. Stout. The feature of the meeting was a talk by 
Dr. B. P. Pepper of New Brunswick, N. ]., on European 
Corn Borer, its habits and methods of control, followed 

QUEENS DAHLIA GARDENS 
William Meshirer, Prop. 

43-:iu H.ol1inson st., near 45tll Ave., Flushing, N. Y. 

lf you want Dahlias that grow, try Queens 
Dahlias. We ship A-1 stock. Send for price list. 

The American Dahlia Society 

by a round table discussion on Planting and Growing 
Dahlias. It was after five o'clock when more than fifty 
members and friends turned their attention to refresh
ments and a social hour. 

Mrs. H. D. Thomas, 
Paterso11, N. ]., Publicity. 

• 
Ohio V aHey Dahlia Association 

Show dates for the 0. V. D. A . exhibition will be 
October 1st and rnd. The famous "Hall of Mirrors" 
with its adjoining exhibition halls will again provide the 
setting for this annual festivity. Numerous have been 
the fine experiences the Dahlia lovers have had showing 
their prize blooms to be "Abed and Obed" at by the 
public. The Netherland Plaza Hotel has exhibitions of 
different sorts but few if any put fortl1 the grandeur and 
beamy such as the Dahlia Show is capable of accom
plishing . 

Schedules will be ready for distribution by the first of 
May. You are welcome to a copy on application to the 
Secretary. If you intend to exhibit at Cincinnati these 
schedules will aid you greatly in both growing the kind 
of Dahlias as well as showing them. 

Harley T. Peck is the Show Chairman and he bas sur
rounded himself with a host of capable men and women 
who together expect to put on the finest Show yet staged 
by the 0. V. D. A. 

The 0. V. D. A. meritorious medal was much con
tested for in various Shows the past season. This fine 
medal will again be presented to Societies who will be 
privneged to incorporate it in their Show schedules. It 
seems that from the many fine letters received last year 
that the medal is held in high esteem. The requirement 
to win this award is not easy, yet not too difficult but 
·what any D:ihlia grower can gain its possession. Already 
several Societies have inquired regarding w hat is re
quired to schedule this award. A letter addressed to the 
Secretary will enlighten you. 

Nlany growers have reported that their stock of roots 
did not keep so well this winter. One thing that might 
be the reason is the premature freeze that cut short the 
usual season of growing, thus catching many clumps that 
were not mature. Then again, usually open winters such 
as experienced here in the Ohio valley tends toward 
crown rot. Truly there is a scarcity of some very good 
varieties. Inquiries from several sources verify the 
rumors which only received passing notice. Dahlias still 
challenge growers to their best efforts. 

Might as well start early to guard against the certain 
onslaught of insects we so detest. Treatment of the 
roots before planting with Sernesan will start you off 
right. Make it a regular <llld certain obligation to in
spect your Dahlia garden weekly or oftener to detect the 
possible invasion of divers sorts of insects. Many in
secticides on the market today will control the enemy 
but should be used with good judgment and at the right 
time. Putting off till tomorrow means grave losses. 
Prevention is the secret; it costs less. vVe hope that the 
new scheme of smoking the garden with a chemically 
treated taper will be available before the tarnish bug 
shows itself again. 
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Regular meetings of the 0. V. D. A. feature a highly 
cducatioml program and a, splendid fellowship with 
people whose interests are in common. The doors are 
wide open for you to come and bring your friends. 
Colonel M. Y. Thomas still promotes good interesting 
evenings of entertainment which should be attended by 
every member. 

• 
Ohio News Notes 

Spring paid a visit to Ohio in March. Flowers and 
fruit trees started blooming a month early, the leaves of 
the trees burst through their winter jackets, lawn mowers 
hummed in the neighborhood, and some of our less 
"calendar conscious" members spaded their Dahlia plots. 
BUT, now it is April. The ground is covered with 
snow; the wind is howling in from the north; and the 
robins have ceased their nest building to seek the shelter 
of buildings and shrubbery, to emerge only to feed on 
the crumbs tossed out for them by the kindly housewife. 

Last night, April 8th, :fifty of our members braved the 
inclement weather to attend the regular monthly meeting 
of the Dahlia Society of Ohio. Carlton Lowe of Lowe's 
Greenhouses, Chagrin Falls, was the speaker of the eve
ning. His subject, "Cloth Houses and Latl1 Houses," 
\.Vas of particular interest a.t this time when so many of 
our members arc toying with the notion of building a 
cover for their Dahlias. Mr. Love grows porns and 
miniatures in both types of houses for the wholesale 
flower market so his comments and comparisons were of 
more than usual interest. 

It was announced that the May meeting, which falls 
on Friday the 13th would be our annual plant and root 
auction. Earlier in the year it was practically decided 
that since our treasury was in pretty fair shape \Ve would 
not have this auction. \Vhen word got around that we 
would in all probability pass up this event this year so 
many expressed their disappointment it was decided to 
hold it. In the past "auction night" has been our best 
attended mecti ng of the year. vV e confidently expect 
that more than a hundred members and friends will turn 
out for this evening of hilarity and succession of bargains 
in Dahlias. Your correspondent has served as auctioneer 
at the past auctions with such thorough enjoyment that 
he will be on the block again this year unless someone 
chloroforms him or otherwise incapacitates him. Last 
year he kept going for a little more than three hours, 
with no more time out than it takes to gulp a glass of 
water between syllables. These auctions net the Society 
between one and two hundred dollars. 

There .is nothing new to report on our Show progress. 
Everything is going a.long on schedule but we do want 
to remind our readers that our Show dates arc September 
17th and r8th, and that the Show will again be in the 
air-conditioned ball room of Hotel Statler, Cleveland, 
Ohio. The undisseminated, or seedling classes which 
have always strongly featured our Shows bids fair to be 
"tougher than ever." Here, at the "gateway between the 
east and mid west" you will be able to see the best from 
both of those great Dahlia sections competing in the 
same classes. It will be ·worth a long trip. 

E. ]. Wind, Rocky River, Ohio. 

ALLIN G'S 
8AR6AIN COLL~CTION~ 

Five suirdy plants high class reliable varieties 
at rooted cuttings price. Jessica D ragonette, 
Hunt's Velvet vVonder, Haslarova, White 
Beauty, A1ma Benedict. All :five for $z.75. 

Six Dainty Pompons in Roots $1 .oo. Amber 
Queen, Jessica, Little David, Snowclad, Rose
bud, Yellow Gem. 

Three Roots Ball Type Suitable for Exhibition, 
$r.oo. Mary Helen, Yo Yo, Supt. Amhryn. 

Fi,-c Roots Single or Century Dahlias, unsur
passed for cutting; assorted colors, $i.oo. 

Se77d our Our Illustrated Catalogue 

C. Louis Alling 
25 I R, Court ~treet West Maven, Conn. 
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Portland Dahlia Society 

At a recent meeting of rbe Porrhind Dahlia Society the 
following officers ·were elccLed for the current year: 

President, Mr. M. C. Parker. First Vice-President, Mr. 
George 0. Latimer. Second Vice-President, Mrs. 
Frances McCartcr. 

Board of Directors: Mrs. Charles L. Mastick, Mr. T. 
S. Griffing, Mr. \V. G. Hannam. 

The annual Show will be held September 27th-28th. 

• 
Peekskill Dahlia and Gladiolus Society 

The annual dinner sponsored by this Society has again 
proven to be a successful get-together assembly of Dahlia 
and Gladiolus fans on the evening of February 8th in 
the Recreation Room of the Presbvterian Church of 
Peekskill, N. Y. · 

The ladies of the dinner committee accomplished a 
great job and arc deserving of much credit toward the 
pleasure of the evening. Their a.rtistic decorations of 
the tables was novel, predominating silvered foliage and 
red lighted candles. · 

After the welcoming address by President Harrington, 
Rev. Blackshear, pastor of the church, pronounced the 
invocation and the appetites were ready to go to work. 
This task satisfied, l\ifaster of Ceremonies "Eddie" 

(Continued on following page) 



MELROSE BABY (Liphart) 
This neat little pompon is well named as no 

.flower ever exceeds 2 inches. The color is a 
deep cherry red. Perfect formation and fine 
stem. Very eady and free flowering. Certifi
cate of Merit at Storrs, Connecticut, 1937· 

Plants only $1.50 net 

FRASER'S DAHLIA GARDENS 
WILLIMANTIC CONNECTICUT 

ROCKY RIVER DAHLIA GARDENS 
28 page "DAHLIA BLUE BOOK" free 

F. J. WIND ROCKY RIVE.R, OHIO 

N erz.vest Varieties 

The best European Dahlia Novelties as well as the 
leading standard varieties are listed in our illus
trated catalogue. vVrite for it now. 

GOEMANS=VISSER 
t1lLLEGOM t10LLAND 

The American Peony 
Society 

Has been in existence thirry-fixe years and the 
development of the modern peony is a result 
of their activities. Dahlias and P.eonies make 
good running mares as both arc majestic 
flowers. 

Quarterly bulletins of great interest and value 
arc sent to members and are included in the 
membership dues of $3.00 per year. A copy 
will be sent you if interested. A valuable 
Peony Manual is also available and is priced at 
$3. 1 5 delivered any place in the United States 
or Canada. Circular of contents mailed upon 
request. 

ADDRESS ALL COMMUNJCA TJONS TO 

American Peony Society 
\V. F. CHRISTMAN, SECRETAHY 

NORTHBROOK ILLINOIS 

The American Dahlia Society 

Affiliated Societies-Cont. from page 29 

O 'Keefe called on the following speakers of the evening, 
the Messrs: 

Lynn Dudley, President of the A. D. S., who spoke on 
the subject of Branch Societies . 

\Narren Maytrott, who introduced the revised official 
score card, explained the workings of official scoring. 

Conrad Frey, who gave his versions of the latest intro
ductions in a fashion that could not be misconstrued. 

H. Dewey Mohr spoke on generalities and extended an 
invitation to male members of this Society to attend Dr. 
Bruce Preas's Stag Party in Garden City, L. I., on March 
19th. 

Frank Berry, Superintendent of Parks, Poughkeepsie, 
N. Y., spoke on growing Dahlias under cloth and the 
control of "red spider." 

Among our guests were many Dahlia enthusiasts well 
known to the Dahlia fraternity, including Gordon 
vVaaser, Editor of the BULLETIN, Edward Lloyd and 
other officials of the A. D. S. We always welcome a 
delegation from the American Dahlia Society and feel 
that they are really a part of our organization. 

At this time we take pleasure in announcing the Show 
date of the Peekskill Show. Peekskill, N. Y., September 
16, 1938. 

Robert A. Vogel, Secretary-Treasurer. 

• 
Dahlia Society of Texas 

BE IT RESOLVED, at a regular meeting of The Dahlia 
Society of Texas, Inc., held in Houston, Texas, on the 
25th day of January, A. D. I938, that there be inscribed 
in the minutes of the Society, in loving memory of 
vV. H. Talley, the following: 

Our first President, W. H. Talley, 53 years of age, 
died on the night of January 16, 1938. He was untiring 
in his efforts to further interest in the Society and in the 
growing of Dahlias. His work and enthusiasm in the 
growing of Dahlias and other :flowers was an inspiration 
to all those '\vho had the pleasure of knowing him. He 
was at all times unselfish and generous in his advice and 
help to others. The organization of this group was 
brought about largely through his industry and ability. 
His wide interest in Dahlias, and his acquaintance vvith 
Dahlia growers throughout the United States was of in
estim::ible value to the Society. And his vvork in pro
ducing fine Dahlias from seed and his experiments in 
var.ions methods of culture arc especially commendable. 
The Dahlia, Lady Von which he recently patented and 
which has not yet been released for distribution is of 
particnla,r note and of which the Society feels proud. 
He died when he was enjoying great usefulness and 
vigor and his loss is one that :flower lovers and his host 
of friends everywhere regret. 

BE JT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this i·esolution 
be subscribed by the President and forwarded to Mrs. 
\V. H. Talley and family as an expression of sympathy 
of the entire Society in their great bereavement. 

BE IT FURTHER R.EsoLVED that a copy of this resolution 
be forwarded by the Secretary to the American Dahlia 
Society to be published in the next issue of the BuLLETIN 
and that a copy also be forwarded to the Jvlid West 
Dahlia News to be published in the next issue of same. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Mrs. \V. H. Talley be 
given a Jife membershjp in the Society. 

The Da!Jlia Society of Texas, Inc., 
By B. L. Palmer, President. 

I certify this to be a true and correct copy of a resolu
tion passed at a regular meeting of the Society on the 
25th day of January, A. D. 1938. 

Mrs. Rose Hughes, Secretary . 

• 
Virginia Dahlia Society 

The Virginia Dahlia Society held its annual meeting 
on February 4, r938, at the home of Mr. J. A. Millard, 
3803 Fauquier Avenue, at 8:00 P. M. A good attendance 
\\'as present, and after the business of the year had been 
complcte<l; which showed very good for 1937, the 
election of officers continued with the following results. 

President, R. 0. Smith, 3113 Barton Avenue, Rich
mond, Virginia. First Vice-President, H. A. Williams, 
r)I8 Claremont Avenue. Second Vice-President, J. A. 
Millard, 3803 Fauquier Avenue. Third Vice-President, 
Dr. A. S. Brinkley, 5104 Cary Street Road. Secretary
Treasnrer, E. Guy WjlJiams, 3138 Woodrow Avenue. 
J. A. Millard, Editor, 3803 Fauquier Avenue, Richmond, 
Virginia. 

These officers are always ready and willing to render 
any service possible to any visiting Dahlia growers, or 
members who may be in our city, and it will be a 
pleasure to extend us the courtesy of doing our part to 

make it pleasant for them by calling at these addresses. 
The Society went on record as favoring a Show to be 

held on September 27th to October 1st, and plans arc 
beino- made, to that end, and we are hoping for one of 
the best we have ever had, so keep this date in mind and 
if convenient Yisit the Virginia Dahlia Show jn r938. 

The evening was very pleasantly spent, and refresh
ments \vere served and the meeting was adjourned until 
May 6, 1938. 

E. Guy TVillirmzs, Secretary-Treasurer. 

• • • 
Washington Dahlia Society, Ta coma, Wash. 

February Meeting 

Qwjng to weather condjtions, which kcpr many of our 
meml>ers home in January, no meeting was held that 
month. 

There were a goodly number present February 3fd, 
at the home of I\.1r. and Mrs. Frank Dick, where a most 
enjoy,1ble meeting was held. 

Officers elected were: President, Mrs. ]. vV. Lee; First 
Vice-President, Mrs. J. A. J\'lcneghcl; Second Vice-Presi
dent, Mr. Fred Robson; Secretary, Mrs. H. C. Cogswell; 
Treasurer, Mr. Francis Glanfield. 

Executive Committee: Mr. H. C. Cogswell, Mrs. Glen 
Dunlap, Mr. C. YV. Tryon. 

(Continued on following page) 

Controls 

LEAF HOPPERS 

THRIPS-APHIDS 

WHITE FLIES 

And Many Other 

Dahlia Pests 

Why use two sprays-when Red Arrow Garden 
Spray will kill both sucking and chewing insects? 
And it's so easy to use. Simply mix with water
as you need it-no soap is necessary. Red Arrow 
is a concentrated pyrethrum solution. Economical 
to use, too. Spray dahlias thoroughly with Red 
Arrow-repeat treatment as often as necessary. 

Will Not Discolor the Flowers 
Red Arrow is absolutely non-poisonous to hu
mans, animals and birds. Use it on vegetables
flowers-fruits. Ask for Red Arrow where you 
usually buy your garden supplies. Or write for 
circular containing spray chart. 

McCORMICK & CO., INC., Baltimore, Md. 
Manufacturers of Standardized 

Pyrethrum and Derris Insecticide Products 
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1938 PRICE LIST 1938 

F EA TURES 

5 Wonderful Color Collections at Prices to Suit 

Present Conditions (Roots or Plants) 

ALSO 

THE RENOWNED NOVELTIES 

MILDRED POTE 

BOBBY CARROLL 

MADAM KAI SHEK 

• 
You'll need them to compete for House Beautiful 

Medal next Fall 

Scotch Plains 
New Jersey 

CORN BORER 
CONTROL METHODS FOR DAHLIAS 

DUAL-FIXED 
NICOTINE DUST 

Start dusting when egg hatch

ing begins - repeat at five 

day intervals. Early protection is essential. The first 

indication is wilting of new foliage and new blossom 

buds-usually .,in .. the early part of August. 

11BLACK 
LEAF 50" 

50°/o Free Nicotine 

for Making 

Nicotine-Tannate Spray 

If spraying is preferred use Nicotine-Tannate-pre

pared by combining "BLACK LEAF 50" ( 50°/o free 
nicotine) with Chinese Gallo-tannin-follow directions 

on the "BLACK LEAF 50" label. 

TOBACCO BY-PRODUCTS & CHEMICAL CORP. 

INCORPORATED LOUISVILLE, KY. 

The A merican Da hli a So c iety 

Affiliated Societies-Cont. from page 31 

Regional Vice-Presidents: Mr. J. E . Hulin, Seattle; 
Mr. A. N . Kanouse, Olympia; Mr. G . A . Westga.te, Van
couver; Mrs. S. H. Travis, Chehalis. 

T he Executive Committee were instructed to have the 
program for the Fall Dahlia Show ready for discussion 
at our next meeting; also the score card for t he judges' 
use. Last year we had a class for the smaller decora
tives, u nder seven inches, a,nd we wish to include the 
smaller cactus types this year. 

T he members were asked to bring, or send in to the 
secretary. the list of Dahlias they grow, for classification 
as to type. So many times at the Shows members arc 
confused as to w hich class a Dahlia should be entered. 
And judges are confronted with a fine Dahlia in the 
wrong class. We hope by open discussion to correct 
thi s tronblc. 

YVe .find at the beginning of the new year t hat we 
have an increase of membership and a strong treasury 
and feel we should have a very successful year. 

Marcb Meeti11g 

A good attendance at the home of Mr. and Mrs. J. A. 
Mcnghel, where the main business of the meeting was 
the Executive Committee's report on the program for 
the Fall Dahlia Show. Last year we made classes for 
the smaller type formal dccorativcs and infor mal dccora
tivcs, such as Jersey's Beauty, F. D ., and Nancy Robi11-
so'l7, I. D . T his year we will have the two classes for 
semi-cactus, also. \N c have the sizes read five to eight 
inches and eight inches or over, thus giving some of the 
smaller but very beautiful and useful Dahlias a chance to 
earn a blue ribbon. 

Mr. A. N . Kanousc, our regional V ice-President of 
Olympia, was reported as havi ng been very ill , bur show
ing improvement and we sincerely hope he continues to 
improve as he is too valuable a man to be ill. 

Mr. A . A. Ames, of Yakima, has consented to act as 
Regional Vice-President of that district and we arc very 
glad to have such a fi ne Dahlia man on the job in eastern 
\ Vashington. 

Mrs. Lee brought a picture of her ga rden that was 
printed in a magazine in 19 1 o. A fine row of Dahlias 
was very prominent. 

T he Show date was set for September 10th and 11th. 
Mrs . H . C. Cogswell, Secretary, 

9030 East D Street. 

• 
Western Pennsylvania Branch of the 

American Dahlia Society 
\Vcstern Pennsylvania for years has been blessed wit h 

a large number of Dahlia growers, w ho, t hrough self
consciousncss, was content to exhibit their prize winning 
blooms in local neighborhood garden club Shows. 

Y car after year the majority of these growers would 
visit the outstanding Shows held in the cast and mid 
west, then lament the fact they never had t he opportu
nity to participate in a real Dahlia Show. 

A certain group realized this could never be, without 
organization; contact \Vas made with the American 
Dahlia Society, w ho generously sent Secretary Louis 
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Alling to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, to lend aid to such 
an organization. 

This group immediately became a branch of the 
American Dahlia Society-in less than a year their mem
bership totals over one hundred members and their dream 
of a real Dahlia Show in this territory is to be realized. 

At a dinner meeting held Thursday evening, April 7, 
1938, plans were laid for a Dahlia Show to be held in the 
Hotel Schenley, Saturday and Sunday, September 17 
and r8, 1938. 

President Jack Ripper, in appointing his committees, 
used \vonderful foresight in his selections. Herman 
Rapp of Leetsdale, Pennsylvania, was named Show 
J\lanager. His committees are: 

Show: J. A. Greubel, Chairman; vVilliam Buresch, 
Henry Retzer, A. E. Heil, John Fletchinger. 

Schedule: Fred Clarke, Chairman; Hermann Rapp, 
Jack Ripper, C. \V. Luebbe, Carl Hogsett. 

Publicity: I. C. Flcick, Chairman; Mrs. \V. L. Hislop, 
Fred Fisher. 

NOW You, Too, Can 
Grow 

SUPER-BLOOMS 
With 

D EVELOPED BY Dahlia growers, FOR Dahlia growers, 
SUPER-GRO has naturally achieved its most outstand

ing successes in this field. The fact that it has been equally 
effective with other tuberous plants, garden flowers, house 
plants, bulbs, trees, shrubs and vegetables further estab
lishes its merit as a dependable all-around growing aid. 

SUPER-GRO is not merely another "forcing" element but 
actually provides the necessary chemical ingredients for 
BALANCED growth- to increase proportionately the size and 
productivity of all plant life. It replaces needed chemicals 
which are often lacking or deficient in many soils. 

It is for Dahlia growers, particularly, that SUPER-GRO sup
plies a long felt need for a dependable growing medium. 
Growers report that SUPER-GRO not only produces larger 
blooms, sturdier foliage and root growth, but that it helps 
prevent stem rot. Tubers from SUPER-GRO treated plants 
winter exceptionally well. show remarkable improvement in 
the following year's growth both in size and firmness. 

SUPER-GRO CHEMICAL CO. 
858 Madison Building 623 North Second Street 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

Program: J. G. Barry , Chairman; Rev. A. J. Stewart, 
W. L. Metcalf. 

Membership: J. J. Englert, Jr., Chairman; John H. 
Lange, Henry Flath. 

\iVays and Means: R. Motznick, Chairman; L. H. 
Rasch, vVilliam Rath. 

These. committees are to be supported by the following 
representatives in each county: 

Allegheny County, I. C. Fleck, Pittsburgh, Penn
sylvania. Armstrong County, N. M. Heilman, Kittan
ning, Pennsylvania. Beaver County, Carl Hogsett, 
Beaver, Pennsylvania, and Henry Retzer, \iV est Bridge
water, Pennsylvania,. Burler County, Paul vV cber, But
ler, Pennsylvania. Cambria County, E. F. Dunmire, 
Salix, Pennsylvania. Fayette County, \Nilliam Wagner, 
Connellsville, Pennsylvania. Greene County, H. C. Stag
gers, YVaynesburg, Pennsylvania. Mercer County, F. V. 
\!Vray, Sharon, Pennsylvania.. Ve:nango County, Howell 
Brock, Meadville, Pennsylvania. Washington County, 
\V. J. Gmvern, Canonsburg, Pennsylvania, and John T. 

lN 1936-- FIRST PRIZE, best undisseminated semi-cactus Dahlia 
at 1936 International Horticulture Exhibition, Chicago; at Mid 
West Dahlia Show, Cincinnati, and at Wisconsin Dahlia Society 
Show; also best introduction at latter exhibit. Grown with the 
aid of SUPER-GRO! 
lN 1937--"Dahlia Craft", new introduction by Modern Dahlia 
Gardens and winner of American Dahlia Society Medal at 
Chicago. Grown with the aid of SUPER-GRO! 

RESULTS MUST PLEASE YOU! 
You, 100, can grow larger, more gorgeous blooms (yes, possible 
prize winne::-s) with SUPER-GRO. One fluid ounce of concen
trate produces a gallon of watering solution making SUPER
GRO an economical plant nutrient to use. It is sold only with 
the understanding that YOU must be satisfied with results or 
YOUR money will be cheerfully refunded. 

Prepaid Price List 

Highly concentrated SUPER-GRO Plant Nutrient and Aid 
(making the following sprinkling solution): 

6 Oz. (makes 6 gallons) .................... $1.00 
1 Qt. (makes 32 gallons) .................... 3.00 
2 Qt. (makes 64 gallons) .................... 5.00 
4 Qt. (makes 128 gallons) .................... 7 .50 

"The Art of Growing Exhibition Blooms" 
With each introductory purchase of $3.00 or more, 
we will include FREE a copy of DAHLIACRAFT 

SUPER-GRO CHEMICAL CO., 858 Madison Bldg., Milwaukee 

As per price list, I enclose $ ................................ for which send me 

. Magazine-a comprehensive, 32 page treatise on 
\ growing exhibition dahlias. If desired, check he0 

. ' I enclose 25c for a copy of "The Art of Growing 
Exhibition Blooms" 0 

prepaid SUPER-GRO for ........................ gallon mix; also directions. 

Signed......... ....................................... Address ..................................... . 

Town...................................................... State ....................................... . 
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Use the Choice 
of Specialists 

CALCIUM NITRATE 
Per 100 lb. bag, $2.00 
Per ton, 35.00 

F.O.B. 8-CKSVILLE, N. Y. 

NITROPHOSKA 
15-30-15 

Per 100 lb. bag, $5.00 
Per ton, 85.00 

F.O.B. H!CKSVILLE, N. Y. 

We also carry a complete line 
of commercial fertilizers. Write 
for complete catalog. 

WILLIAM KROEMER 
DEPT. A 

HICKSVILLE, 
BOX R 

NEW YORK 

BEDFORD DAHLIA GARDEN 
Roots Plants 

Rooted Cuttings 

Finest Cactus and Decorative Dahlias, both 
Foreign and American, arc now available in 
well rooted cuttings or sturdy plants. J\Iany 
excellent for cut fio\\·crs and exhibition. 

Se11d for our descriptive catalogue 

133 W. Glendale Bedford, Ohio 

I " ·ish to notify those of ) ·ou '''ho ha , .c hccn "cntlin~· 
in for nay 10:18 Dnhliu Ii.st tlrnt I h:n·c been " ·nitlni:; on 
the 1)ri11te1· to tl11i.sJ1 J1is :iob and um sorr)· you 111111 to 
" 'nit so Ionµ;. I a111 sellh•A· 111;,· roots foa· 111·nctic11U;,· 11 
sonµ;, hut it tukes n1ore thnn 11 son;.:; to lan,·e nhout 5,000 
lists 11rintell. J,ists will be out sliortly no,v. '!'hanks 
for the rcc111ests. 

,J 0 H N 'I' J E ll N J<: Y 

('i11cin11ati, Ohio 

~/, ~~c\t 7~~~~n~.~~~vo, \..\J-L\ \' ~' Portland, Oregon 

Sencl for bnrgniu <•ntnlogue, uo-,,v :rendy 

lUHS. ALLA T. lUASTICI{ 

The American Dahlia Society 
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Tobin, \Vashington, Pennsylvania. \ycstmorcland County, 
J. A. Greubel, Derry, Pcnnsylv.mia, and John Flctch
ingcr, Greensburg, Pennsyh'ania. 

Under present arrangements, the committees and rep
resentatives will hold supper meetings monthly to jron 
out any emergency that might develop. \Vith the cle
ments of weather in our favor, the Dahlia lover is in 
for a treat. 

• 
West Virginia Dahlia Society 

The dates for the 1938 \Nest Virginia Dahlia Show 
were announced at a. recent meeting of the Society 
which was held at Fairmont. The dates, as fixed at that 
meeting, are Friday and Saturday, September 16th and 
17th. The Show will be staged in the Ball Room of the 
Hotel Fairmont. The Show slogan is "Plan and Plant 
for the 1938 ShO\v." This slogan is already being fol
lowed and a most attractive Show is being anticipated. 

The annual Show pageant, "THE CouRT OF FLOWEns" 
will be a feature of the 1938 Show. The pageant will 
be written and delineated by Oliver Shurtleff, Secretary 
of the State Society. The pageant to be presented will 
be entitled "The Coming of the Dahlia; A Play for the 
Queen." The pageant w ill be presented in the lobby of 
the hotel. 

The following Dahlia growers were awarded Certifi
cates of Merit from the West Virginia Dahlia Society 
Trial Grounds for the r937 season: Premier Dahlia Gar
dens; Toben aJ1d Frazee, two certificates; Dahliadcl 
Nurseries, two certificates and J\Iidget Dahlia Gardens. 
Thirty-three entries were planted in the \Vest Virginia 
Trial Gardens last year. These gardens arc located on 
the campus of Fairmont State College. 

C. M. Roberts, Garden Superintendent, is already 
planning for the 1938 season. This garden is open to all 
legitimate Dahlia growers. Entry blanks are ava ilable 
upon request. Flowers at the "\Vest Virginia Gardens 
arc judged by the Maytrott score card. 

Due to conditions, over which the vV est Virginia 
Dahlia Society could exercise no control, the Society will 
not publish its annual Grower's and Buyer's Guide num
ber of its Society Bulletin. The Society is loath to make 
this announcement. It was either not publish or publish 
so late as to make the Bulletin valueless as an advertising 
medium. Our of fairness to our advertisers we decided 
to postpone the publication of the State Bulletin. All 
checks and money orders which have been received from 
our clicntcle have been or will be returned. The \Vest 
Virginia Dahlia Society takes this method of thanking, 
publicly, those who submitted articles and made space 
reservations. Their cooperation is thoroughly appreciated. 

The Howe Beautiful Dahlia. Futurity Class ha-; 
been added to the premium list for the l9J8 vVcst Vir
ginia Dahlia Show. This new class should make for 
much keen competition in this and other Shows. The 
\,Vest Virginia Dahlia Society is mighty glad to add thic; 
very attractive new class to its premium list. 

And come to Fairmont, September 16th and 17th. 
You are invited. 

Oliver S/:Jurtleff, Secretary. 
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Dahlia Green Plants 
Grown right. Priced right, and packed to 

reach you in good condition. Cometeer, Coro
nado, Gala Galifornia, Grand Master, Grand 
l\ Iarshal, Cherokee Brave and twenty-six other 
Honor Roll 1938 varieties. 

Tv,:enty-fiYe UC\.\' foreign nrieties including 
Adolph l\layer, Freda George, Mme. Pezant 
and Lnkart's Prima. 

All listed in our Fourteenth Annual Rated 
Catalogue sent on request. Great reductions in 
plant prices. 

Our of our 20 acre root crop we still have 
nice roots of most of the important older 
\'arictics. 

\Ve originated Queen City, Buckeye Glory 
and Buckeye Srar, the three greatest cut flo"·er 
Dahlias since Jersey's Beauty. 

Golden Rule Dahlia Farm 
HARLEY T. PECK & SONS 

LEBANON OHIO 

Premier's Dependable Dahlias 
Money Saving Super Value Collections 
YOUR CHOICE OF ANY SIX PLANTS 

FROM BASE CUTTINGS FOR $10.00 

American Purity, Dean Anderson, Freckles, 
Freda George, Kentucky Sportsman, Kil
gore's King, Lavender Edge, Moth er May
trort, Robert Ripley, Salem trearnlinc, Son 
of Satan and Volcano. 

Any Six of the Following for $4.00 

Blue River, California Idol, California Rose, 
Clara Carder, Haslcrova, Mrs. C. Groves, 
Mrs. H. O'Conor, Margrace, Tom Blackwood. 

Premier Dahlia Gardens 
(Growing Dahlias 20 years) 

63 Mertz A venue 

HILLSIDE NEW JERSEY 
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llfRS. WM. S. J<:NUDSEI.\' (left) 
Jnfor1nnl Deco1·ntiYt'. 'White. 
Four 1irsts in the und isseinin
a tcd classes. Certificu te of 
lUerit at East Lansing i.n l9:l7". 

Roots $8 net Plants $:l net 

lUJlS. C. E. WILDON (11elow) 
For111al Decorative. An hn
llro,·cnLcnt in the Yery lari:;e 
rells. Ce1·ti1icate 0£ l.Ucrit :it 
Enst Lansin~ 1n:-t7. 

Hoots $8 net Plant:-; !j;:l net 

Pink .\.tlornble, 19:-~S. S1wrt of 
Aclornhle, idcnticlll excc11t colo1·. 
'l'he Flo·wcr Gro,,·er, 1938. 
H in<•h Ln,·e111lcr. "\.Viuncr n:-; 
hc.•:-;t co1nmereial. Also Cei:tifi
<.·atc of :Merit. 

'\V1'ite for List 
)Jany ue"' introclnctious, also 
the hest 0£ tl1e older ones. 

DIXIE DAHLIA GARDENS 
H. No . .2, Olio, lUlcbignu 

THE ROTENONE-PENETROL SPRAY 
now comes te> the aid of Dahlia growers in 

combatting the Corn Borer 

After sncccss:£nlly nicling· the GJacliolus 
gro"·ers in controlling Glntlioh1:-; tbri11s nncl 
rNlueinA" the lrnzartls of Gl:ul g·rowiug, RO'l'O
TOX is 11o·w rencly to uicl the Dnhlin gro"·ers 
in controlling coru borer. 

ltO'J'O'l'OX 11ns Jong· l1cen usecl in ri1lclin.i:; 
Uah Jins of leaf l101•1u~r. red s11ider, l'tc., :uul 
will 1•ro,·e cc1uall·y effectiYe iu ihe ('(tutrol of 
<'01·n borer. 

RO'rOTOX <'Osts no 1uo1·e than 01·<1in:n"Y 
s11rn;\·s, co11tui111o1 a hh:;bcr Jl<'l'(•entag;e of llt'th·l· 

in~·1·edients ancl ueYer l'loi:;s ) ·our s1•r:Q' <"l'. 

Post11aitl in· ices: 1 oz. :m t'ents; S oz. (111akt>s 

12 to 24 ~:;allons of s1n·ay) $1.00; 1 Llint $1.7':>; 
1 qu:u·t $!-t.00; 1h gnllon $:i.OO; 1 gallon $10.00. 
'l'er111s: cnsh 'lvitlt ortler. J .iterat111·c :11111 
spi·n:dng instructions " ·itJL each can of s11ray 
or " ·e '"ill sentl yon u COI>Y free u1•on rec111est. 

THE ROTOTOX COMPANY 
8101 Yule Street East Williston, N. Y. 
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AHLIAS for 

EVERY USE 

We Are Offering 

EIGH'r ULUE HIIlilON DAHLIAS 
COLTJEC'l1ION F V a lu e $!l. 50 ROOTS, $r..oo 
COLI .. EC'l1ION I V a lue $ 11. 75 PLA.NTS, $;1.00 
Am1a B en edic t D o r c:is Ann 
Cava lcad e Lord of A utumn 
Cit ;\" of Cl v elancl R o b ert Emm et 
D a bli acl e l Uolcl Sultan o f Hillcrest 

SIX PH.Irt.E DAHLIAS 
f' O Ll.E(''rlON G \ ' n lu e $11.00 ROO'l'S , $ <i.OO 
COLLECTION J \ Talu e $5 .00 pJ.,.A N TS, $:1.::iO 

] e ll10l: l .UCV 
Fores t Fii· e 
Hunt's Vel ve t Wonder 

l\finnora 
'.Ch e l.l ni ver se 
Trea s ur e Cll es t 

Ff\' E '\VONDJ~ltFUL DAHLIAS 
COLJ,ECTION H Valu e $15. 50 ROOTS, $10.00 
COLLECTION R V a lu e $5. 50 PLA.N 'l'S, $4.00 
Ch erokee 1° ose J\Ir s . H erb rt O' Conor 
l\Ia r g race Opal 

Prid e of Am e rica 

AH (•o llcct ion~ J:ihelecl, postpn icl and 
fnl l y ;.:;u:aranteecl 

O n1· 48- P :u:;e C :italo;;; F ree 

DAHLIADEL NURSERIES 
W.W. Maytrott, Box 14 VINELJ\ND, N.J 

PINK LASSIE (l\Toore -T"lahli afl Jl SliS), l'H P. 1H:l8, Hloom 
:~%. ·vir orcl s fail to d es c rib e thi s clainti st o f :.\ li ni a lures 
,\· ith many winnings to it.s c r edit. A beautifu l ·oft 
shad of rose pinl{: with cr ean1 a nd li ghte r shadings 
t o warcl cen l e r. Bus h g rowtl1 is low, rugge d but r a th e r 
ope n, produ cing qua ntiti es of b l ooms on long s lend er 
'' t em s. Plants, $1 .i'.iO 

0111' cntnloi:; features otl1e1· introcluctions 
fen l:111cls c :11•e, cutting, ancl exh i11ition 

1933 LEADINfi INTRODUCTIO~~ 
STRAIGHT'S WHITE 

(Str:iight-"'\Vclls) 

vVinn cr of the Su preme Award in the seedling 
class of the A. D. S. Show at New York, t11e 
DERRILL W. HART MEMORIAL MEDAL. A 
pure white informal decorative of beautiful forma
tion-very large flower; st iff er ect stems. Won as 
best w hite informal decorative in the open to all 
class at New York; a lso best informal decorative in 
t he seed lin g class at Carnclen, N . J. 

Plants $5.00 each 3 for $12.50 

SUNRAYS 
( Strll iA"ht-"\\/ells ) 

\\Tinner of American Home Achievem ent Medal at Rock
ville Centre, N. Y., as best seedlin g in t he S how; also as 
lar gest a nd most perfect bloom, beati11g out Margaret 
Broomall. Winner of A. D. S. Medal at Fai rmo nt, W. 
Va., for best seedli ng. Scored at East Lan sing in 193fi. 
Highest scoring Dahlia in West V irginia Tria l Grounds 
in 19:·36 (87). Informal decorative of buff with ap ri cot 
suffusion, blooms averaging 12 inches. Long stiff stems; 
flower has great depth, good substa nce and keeping 
qualiti es. Plants $5.00 each 3 for $12.50 

PREAKNESS (Preas) 

An outstandi ng collarette; pure white . Excellent grower with fine fo liage and perfect stems. Blooms pro
fusely from August until frost . Winner as best Co!larette seed ling in the New York S how, also Rockville 
Centre; and best collarette in the open to all c1ass at N'ew York . Has st.ill to be beaten in basket a nd 
arrangement classes. O ne of the outst anding baskets at the New York Show. 

Plants $1.00 each 3 for $2.50 Roots $2.00 

Catalogue, listing choicest varieties now available 

RU~CH~OHR DAHLIA (i4RDE~~ 
38 VINCENT STREET ROCKVILLE CENTRE, L. I., NEW YORK 

PRESS OF THE WllAPLES·BULLIS COMPANY, NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT 
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MEMBERSHIP DUES $2.00 PER YEAR 

The American Dahlia Society 
INCORPORATED 

WEST HAVEN. CONN. 

Enclosed find $ .......................................... for .......................................... memberships for one year from date. 

Nan1e ................................................................................................................. . 

Address ........................................................................... City & State .................... ............................................. . 

Nan1e ................................................................................................................. . 

Address ........................................................................... City & State ............................................................... .. 

Please send sample copy of Bulletin and information about the society to: 

Nan1e ................................................................................................................. . 

Aclclrcss ........................................................................... City & State ................................................................. . 

If you desire to u ce this application for your own renewal please check here. D 

Sent by........................................................................................................... . 

Address ........................................................................... City & State ................................................................. . 
PLEASE NOTE: This is not a subscription expiration notice bnt is an appeal 
for you to aid us in building a larger Society and better Bulletin. 

SEND IN A NEW MEMBER TODAY 
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