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2 The American Dahlia Society 

AH LIAS 
VISIT THE DAHLIA SHOWS 

DAHLIADEL usually has a surprise for you with a few choice ne"\v 
varieties and the best of the recent Introductions. 

\Vith the small Dahlias coming into their own-look for BETTY 

MALONE, the highest scored and most talked of Dahlia at Storrs last season. 
This new Pompon is ·white, tipped violet purple. \Ve ,will also have on 
display a slightly scented pink miniature Orchid, beside many others. 

Visitors are always \velcomc at our Nurseries. Come and enjoy the 
riot of color when 45 acres are in foll bloom from the middle of September 
until frost. See your choice of large exhibition to miniature types. 

Advance Price List Is Now Ready 

DAHLIADEL NURSER.JES 
Wa1·ren W. Maytrott Box 14 Vineland, N. J. 

LAKESIDE DAHLIA GARDENS ANNOUNCE 
Some New and Startling Seedlings for 1939 

Mark these for Order for Next Year 

999 Nani.ed after Henry Ford's First Racing Car 
on his 75th birthday. It's a mystery flower 
but it will start them all talking. Watch it. 

SATAN IA A Seedling of Sa~an. Winner of Cert~fi
cate at East Lansmg. A red cactus. Big. 

DAI WONG A Big Yellow-sensationally big
and a winner. Don't be without it. 

See Our Big Display at the Mid \!Vest Show, Detroit, September 24-2 5 

rour Friend, Nick Koenig, New Baltimore 
Michigan 
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Twenty-Fourth Annual A. D. S. Show 
To Be Held At Concourse Plaza Hotel 

Convenience and Accessibility Chief Factors in Choice of Location 

Moving northward away from the congestion of mid 
town New York City, the Society will hold its Annual 
Exhibition in the beautiful ball room of the Hotel 
Concourse Plaza, 161st Street and Grand Concourse, on 
September 20th and 21st. 

The new location is readily accessible via the George 
\Vashington Bridge for those who will come from Ne'v 
Jersey, Pennsylvania and points in the mid west; for 
Long Islanders, the new Tri-Borough Bridge. The 
Bronx River Parkway and Boston Post Road will be 
found most convenient for residents of N cw York and 
New England. The hotel is but twenty minutes subway 
traYcl from Times Square on the Eighth AYcnuc line to 
161st Street Station. 

Parking facilities arc splendid and exhibitors will not 
have to worry about building elevators. The plan is to 
drive right in on the ground floor. 

The ball room while not t]Uite as large as some of our 
previous exhibition halls is adequate and should prove 
the background of a very beautiful Show. 

Gardens in the east at this writing arc in splendid con
dition and since authentic information for control of 
whatever insects may be present has been disseminated, 
no difficulty is feared from this angle. Surprising how 
a little diligence and intelligent handling of the situation 
eliminates what used to be guite a menace! 

The committees, reappointed from last year by Prcsi
c.lcnt Dudley and augmented by new workers arc tackling 
their jobs earnestly and under the ever dependable 
guic.lance of Show 1\lanagcr Ed Lloyd will doubtlessly 
function smoothly. 

Schedules \Vere mailed this year in the spring giving all 
exhibitors ample time to prepare their plantings accord
ingly. 

One of our new members, Albert Schuster of East 
Rockaway, N. Y., is in charge of the prize committee. 
It will not be an easy matter for Al to duplicate Dewey 
Mohr's record in this capacity during these last fe,v 
years and the economic situation will not help matters 
greatly. 

Mr. Schuster holds a trusted position with the National 
City Bank and has a life long experience in finance. 
Your editor knows him \veil and greatly desires that 
C\'ery single member of our Society will forward some 
donation, large or small, to help make the Show a suc
cess and to say well done to a new man whose only 
recompense is the satisfaction gained by giving his best. 
Let's all get behind the Prize Fund. 

The schedule embraces classes for all types of ex
hibitors. Section AA for those who grow sixty hills or 
less and have never won an award at an A. D. S. Show 
requires special mention. lt is hoped that a large num-

bcr of growers will receive their initial experience in this 
class. 

The Garden Club Section has al\\'ays proved a most 
interesting as well as educational part of our Show. No 
individual in the A. D. S. is more capable than Mrs. 
Georgena Humble. Present at every executive meeting 
and Show Committee gathering, well gualified in all the 
branches of floriculture and herself a well known edu
cator, Mrs. Humble heads up a group of ladies on whom 
the A. D. S. can always depend for maximum results. 

There was a time when judging was mentioned 
in a whisper. Today the A. D. S. is proud of frs 
judging. Differences of opinion will always exist since 
each indi,·i<lual has his own particular likes and dislikes. 
Fairness is all anybody asks and our chairman of judges, 
Conrnd Frey, has worked out a plan which was so 
successful last year that some of the most important 
Shows will use it this fall. He has invited amateur and 
professional judges purely on their kno-.vledge of the 
Dahlia and record of fairness. Friendships and person
alities have had no part. 

Every member of the Society should boost the Show
urge y~ur friends to attend; m~ke up parties and thereby 
help advance the Dahlia and let us break all attendance 
records. 

• 
Directions for Reaching New York Show 

Fro111 tbe Bro11.'\: Rh•er Parkwav - Do\\'n to Fordham 
Road, west on Fordham Road -to Grand Concourse, 
south on the Concourse to the I-1 otcl at 161 st Street. 

From New Jersey via the George TVasbington BridQ;e
Straight off the bridge to Broadway, south on Broad\\"ay 
to r55th Street, east on 155th Street and cross the bridge 
o\·cr the 1-Iarlcm River. First right turn off the bridge 
is 161st Street, four blocks cast to the Con:::oursc. Note: 
Ri.:main on the right and do not rake the underpass. 
Hotel is on the northeast corner Grand Concourse at 
1 61 st Strrct. 

From Lo11g Island via tbc Triboroug/J Bridge to tbe 
Bro'll.~-North on \Villo,,· AYenuc to q8th Street, left 
(west) on 138th Street half a block to Southern Boulc
nrd. Right (north) on Boulc,·ard to 163fd Street, left 
(west) on 163fd Street. Continue west on 16Fd Street 
across Third Avenue (which has elevated over it) and 
foJJow trolley tracks \vhich one block beyond Third 
Avenue wind down to 161st Street. Continue west on 
161st Street to the Concourse, being careful to stay right 
and do not use the underpass under the Concourse. 

Uy traiu fro'lll 111id tuw11 New York-Twcnrv minutes 
from Times Square via 8th A,·cnuc subway' to 125th 
Street-there change to local and get off at 1°61st Street. 
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S'TYLES FOR USING DAHLIAS 
By GEORGENA HUMBLE 

Throughout the length and breadth of our country, 
there has been a great trend in flower arrangement, and 
there continues an ever increasing desire on the part of 
the public generally, to acquire the fundamental knowl
edge which constitutes what is acceptable in this art so 
recent to our nation. With the rapid growth and 
development of garden clubs, has grown the popularity 
of artistic arrangements, for in many flo\vcr shows the 
exhibitions that attract and hold the greatest interest arc 
unmistakably the composition classes. 

Flowers may be perfect in form, color and beaut)', and 
a horticultural delight, but their charm is in ::reased "vhen 
they are skilfully used with consideration of containe1, 
position therein, and purpose for which they arc meant. 
It is just as important to use cut flowers properly to 

their greatest enhancement, as it is to grow them to the 
highest cultural standards. So frequently is heard: "I 
can grow fine flowers, but 1 cannot arrange them well." 
Anyone who raises and loves the beauties of nature, 
acquires the gentleness nc::essary in handling them. One 
may readily employ this tenderness in placing them 
suitably, to giYe them e\·ery advantage in their unnatural 
secting after having been se,·ered from nature's har
monious green background. 

\Vhether or not one is familiar with the generall)· 
ac ::epted principles of flower arrangement, the satisfying 
element that first reassures one of correctness, is the 
composition as a whole, its proportion and balance. The 
next factor is the choice of the most appropriate con
tainer for the material at hand. Frequently this is go,·
crne<l bv size, stvle and color with relation to the 
material; for when. placing the receptacle near the plant 
material for comparison, a sense of good taste will 
readily determine the most suitable. A wise choice will 
gi,·e distin :::tion, and the subtlety of originality in cle\'er
ly placing the forms with an eye to color and balance. 
\viii be of great adnllltage. 

The richness and range of color, size, form and char
acteristi:::s of the Dahlia \Vith its Jong blooming season, 
ranks this Hower of summer and autumn, a leader among 
blooms shmvn in late sumrner and fall flower shows all 
oYer the country. Information has been widespread as 
to care in cutting blooms at the coolest part of the day, 
and by burning the tips of the stems or plunging in 
shallow s~alding \Vater, and then placing them in deep 
cold water \>.:here they may remain for several hours in 
a cool dark place free from air currents. After th:s 
treatment, most Dahlias will keep in good condition for 
a period of several days. 

. Seldom ~re Dahlias displayed in i\foxican pottery made 
m the native country of the Dahlia vet this \Vare is 
most appropriate, pleasing and unu~ual, and may be 
secured in ,·aricd colors. The best for holdina flowers 
~1re those with simple designs and not too mucl~ pattern. 

( Co11tin11ed ou page 1.1J 

Dahliadel Joy and Orange Scarlet Miniature in Copper and 
B~ass Container. 

Photo-Albert Humble 

Juniors Keep Pace In Growing Dahlias 
By Georgena H11'lllble 

L·~arly last spring, the American Dahlia Society secured 
seeds of miniature Dahlias for distribution to juniors in 
school gardens ha \·ing summer supen·isiun. These seeds 
were mailed in packets gi,·ing complete planting instruc
tions, and each containing a hundred or more seeds. 

The distribution ha~ been far reaching. in as much as 
requests came from <1ll corners of our United States. 
Packets have been mailed ro fill requests in the states of 
New York, Connecti::ut, Virginia, South Carolina, Louisi
ana, i\ lississippi, Ohio, Jllinois, Arizona, i\Iichigan, i\ lis
souri, vVisconsin an<l Oregon. 

There arc hundreds of ~chool gardens in the City of 
Ne\\! York and seeds were supplied to many in J\11an
ha[ta11, Bronx, Staten Island, Brooklyn and Queens, and 
some to pri\·ate s~hools and Junior· Garden Clubs, also 
to Garden Counselors of the \VPA, ,,·ho instruct in 
children ·s home gardens. 

Report of success of sturdy little plants ha\"e been 
recefred. 0111.,; report from J\Iaine, growing roots from 
last year's seedlings giYes information that plants grow 
~xceptionallr large there. How interesting it might be 
ro kno\\· the results from all these for distant localities 
cager to tl)" growing- Dahlias, 
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Titnely Tips for the 
The more experienced grower is your friend- he is 

willing and anxious to help you with all the information 
gained by his longer srudy of the Dahlia. Do not hesi
tate to ask him about anything you desire to learn 
regarding Dahlia culture. 

Visit as many Dahlia gardens as you can and compare 
your plants and your blooms with those of others. 

Certain definite attention must be given your plants in 
order that maximum success be attained. And alwavs 
remember there is no problem or stumbling block in tl1e 
culture of the Dahlia that some enthusiast has not mas
tered and then passed along to all of us the remedial 
method to be used. 

The writer has grown Dahlias since before the war 
and has never in a single instance bad a poor garden. 
Study your Dahlias, learn to love them and they will 
become ;:is "putty in your hands." 

The essential factors are: (1) good stock; (i) proper 
planting in carefully prepared soil; (3) cultivating or 
stiring the soil to keep top loose and free from weeds; 
(4) regular schedule of spraying prevents insect damage; 
(s) use of fertilizers and water for sturdy growth; (6) 
trimming and dislmdding to produce fine blooms on 
Jong sterns. 

The Dahlia is affected by a few troublesome insects 
which if permitted to have their own way would spell 
disaster. But they are very readily controlled by known 
and proven spraying programs. The work involved is 
trivial in comparison to the joy of producing gorgeous 
specimen blooms \:vhich seem to echo and re-echo their 
thanks for the effort you have expended. 

At this season an application of a balanced fertilizer 
(4-8-6 for example) will prove beneficial to plants and 
blooms and will also aid in making good strong roots 
which will winter more readily. Use a handful to eacl1 
piant scattered and raked in a circle of three feet. 

Since the bushes are full grown they require plenty 
of water if rainfall is withheld. For show purposes the 
plants should be watered generously the night before 
blooms are to be cut. Remove the nozzle from the hose 
and vn-ap burlap loosely over the open end and allow 
the water to pour directly on the ground around the 
plants. 

Shade your finest blooms when buds begin to show 
color. An old beach umbrella can be used-although an 
inverted bushel basket will better protect from wind as 
well as sun and rain. 

In preparing for the Show read the schedule very 
carefully; many fine blooms have missed winning a prize 
because of a misunderstanding of the schedule. Be cer
tain your exhibit is in the right class, also that the cor
rect number of blooms have been used. Check your 
entry blank carefully. 

Cut blooms the night before the Show, just at dusk. 
Plunge the end of the stems (about four inches into 
boiling water for t'\VO or three minutes being very care
ful that the flo,ver stalk is held at an angle so the steam 
Lloes not damage the bloom). Then place the stalk in 

The American Dahlia Society 

"Ne"'" Dahlia Fan 
deep cold water and keep in a cold cellar (not too dry) . 

In transporting specimen blooms to the Show some 
growers nail a small block of wood two by two and 
three inches high to the bottom of the packing carton. 
In this piece of wood are inserted a couple of old phono
graph needles. The blossom is placed carefully into the 
box and the back of the flower is pressed gently over the 
needles. This v;riJl keep the flower from shifting in the 
box and will also prevent the back petals from crushing 
as the block of wood really suspends the bloom above 
the bottom of the box. 

The stalk may be filled with water and a penny 
balloon also filled with water attached to the open end 
of the stalk if you wish to take this extra precaution to 
keep blooms fresh. 

Blossoms should be kept dry when packed. Simply 
line the box with waxed paper and cover the blooms. 

Pack in closed boxes with just a little ventilation. 
In selecting the bloom to be shown remember that a 

ten inch perfect bloom of good color will invariably win 
over a larger bloom somewhat imperfect in form, center 
or color. Avoid using blooms that have passed their 
peak and consequently arc out of condition. A good 
clean flower with good center and back petals in good 
condition will receive consideration in the judges' award. 

Plan to enter in at least one Show this fall. Many of 
the irnportant Shows ha\·c c.:lasses for novices where the 
new Dahlia fan may compete on even terms with those 
whose experience also is as yet limited. Your bloom 
has a good chance of winning a coveted blue ribbon. 

The American Dahlia Society ft;nctions especially for 
the benefit of the amateur and the novice. Let us know 
your problems and your successes and secure the benefits 
the Society is in a position to off er you. 

• • • 
Visitors From West Coast 

E. E. Eddy, whose business address is U. S. Customs 
Building, San Francisco, and who, rumor says, is one of 
the chief arbiters of motor carriers' operations in Cali
fornia, dropped into New York from vVashington, D. C., 
one nice clay in June. 

.Mr. Eddy's other claim to fame is that he is the sub
sidizer of many foreign Dahlia growers. He doesn't 
kno'v how many varieties he imports every year but it 
runs into the hundreds and more hundreds. He also 
claims he doesn't know how much he spends per year 
for these overseas "Cock Eyed Lizzies." But he pri
vately admits if you pin him clown, that he doesn't grow 
some of them but one season. Others he claims are so 
unusual that visitors to his garden go into ecstacics over 
them. Our own opinion, after several very interesting 
discussions with Mr. Eddy and the receipt of some 
tantalizing petals from bicolor Dahlias is that Brother 

(Continued on following page) 
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MID WEST DAHLIA SHOW 
The Fifth Annual Mid 'Vest Dahlia Show will be held 

in the General Motors Building Auditorium on Septem
ber 24th and 25th, Detroit, Michigan. Participating 
societies which indudes \Visconsin, Central States, Indi
ana, Ohio, Toledo, Akron, " ' est Virginia, Kentucky, 
American Dahlia Society and i\lichigan Dahlia Society 
will be represented with both judges and exhibits. 

This is one of the finest air-conditioned Sho\v rooms 
in the country anJ should permit us to stage the best 
I\ fid 'Vest Show e\·er held. Such Dahlia personalities 
as President L) 'nn Dudley, Cordon \Vaascr, Louis Alling, 
E.rnest Tooker, De\\'ey J\!lohr, Dr. Preas, \ Varren i\1ay
trott and others will attend from the cast. \ \' e arc 
expecting two or three visitors including i\Ir. Cordes 
from California. Special prizes arc being awarded for 
Dahlias shipped in Yia air express and both the American 
Air Lines and United Air Lines ha,·c promised us super 
scnicc on any air express shipments. 

Something new in the way of attractions for Dahlia 
Shows will be the Fall Fashion Show. The Helen Had
ley Shop in the General ;\lotors Building will supply the 
gowns and the C. M. Girls' Club will do the modelling, 
using Dahlias as floral effects. \Ve \\·ill also have the 
pleasure of an orchestra for Saturday afternoon and C\' C

ning which is being donated by General l\ 'lotors and this 
should add something unique to the Show. 

The annual banquet will be held at 6:00 P. i\1. Septem
ber 24th, at the L 'Aiglon in the Fisher Building \\ ·hich is 

Visitors-Cont. from preceding page 
E". <ldy is our to annex the title of " 'est Coast Dahlia Bi
coio~· King. 

Seriously, Mr. Eddy is one of the most enthusiastic 
amateurs It has been ·our pleasure to meet. He gets a 
lo t of kick out of showing his friends some new noYcl
ties from the Orient, Africa, Iceland, Asia, Russia and 
odd places \\'hich arc not regarded as Dahlia growing 
countries, a'> well as Australia and Europe. 

\ ou \\'Ould get a lot of kick out a Dahlia discussion 
with E. E. Eddy. Some day we arc going to hold a 
special A. D. S. meeting when he comes cast, rather than 
just th1..: three or four at lunch \\'hich has been the rule 
on his other Yisits. 

• 
The subject of roots \'S. plants waxed strong and loud 

\\'hen 1\ [r. and I\ lrs. Glenn T. l\ lack attended the A. D. S. 
cxccuti\·c meeting June 24th. Glenn, as you know is 
Secretary of the Dahlia Society of San Frai1cisco, and is 
director of physical education of the San Francisco 
s::hools which latter job permits him to maintain a 
commcrc!al. Dahlia grower status in his spare Yacations. 
He specializes or rather, "they specialize," for Mrs. 
Glenn is a p·arr of the Dahlia firm, in miniatures and 
collarettes, with emphasis on the latter. 

He has large florist contracts for the small flowered 
types. He cuts some of the collarcttes on three foot 
stems, too. 

accessible by tunnel from the General Motors Building. 
Reports from all participating societies indicate the 

best representation c,·cr seen at a Mid 'Vest Show. vVc 
\\'ant to rnakc this a nry friendly get together for Dahlia 
people. Le<ffc your pct peeves and personal criticisms 
at home and come prepared to join us in two wonderful 
<lays renewing old friendships, creating new ones, and 
ready to offer instructi,·e criticisms that will be bene
ficial to the grO\vth of the Dahlia business and the 
admiration of the flower itself. 

The I\ lichigan Dahlia Society will sponsor a Field Day 
on Saturday, September r oth, \\'here all Dahlia lovers arc 
irwitcd to mecr at the Trial Ground at East Lansing 
,..,·here they will register an<l be shown the garden by 
Prof. \Vil don who has charge of the East Lansing Trial 
Ground. This ·will be largely an informal Field Day 
with no speeches and it will be climaxed in the evening 
by dinner at 6:00 P. 1\1. at a place designated by Prof. 
\Vildon where \\'e can sit down together and discuss the 
day's activities. Prof. Ray Nelson, the plant pathologist 
<lt 1\lichig;m State College, will spend the day at the 
Trial Ground as will also I\ liss McDanicls, entomologist 
at the college, who will try to answer your questions 
relain·e to both virus diseases and insect control in 
Dahlias. 'Ve urge all Dahlia growers to attend this 
Fick! Day and know that you will find it both profitable 
and pleasant. 

Bruce JJ. Collins. 

J\ lr. and Mrs. i\lack ga \'e a very fine picture of the 
Dahlias and Dahlia folks in San Francisco and "Alcmcda 
'cross the bay" (sung to the tune of Mandalay). One of 
the gravest charges ever made to a group of eastern 
growers by a grower from the cradle-land of Dahlias 
\\'as \'Oiccd by I\ Ir. J\ lack when he stated that the west 
coast people thought the easterners \\'ere m·er producing 
new varietiL.s with pbnts by the thousand plus rooted 
cuttings by the million. He stated that they, out there, 
bclicYcd that more stable business could be built with the 
natural root production. He further intimated that at 
least part of the reason for the high prices on roots for 
nc\\' California introductions was the fact that they could 
not sell many roots the second year of an intro<.iuction, 
if roots were purchased by eastern plant makers the first 
year. 

le is the opinion of most California originators that the 
cast upsets the la\V of supply and demand by o\·cr pro
duction of plants of new nuieties. And some of us here 
have held some heated discussion along the same subject. 

i\[r. and i\Irs. 1' lack ,·isitcd many of the gro\\'crs on 
Long Island and New Jersey on their Yisit and on way 
hon;c. They came by car to attend the sessions of the 
National Educational Society. 

\Ve enjoyed having them and the questions they raised 
along with the descriptions they gave us of the growing 
conditions on the Pacific coast. 

Lynn B. Dudley. 
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Preparation of Sprays 
European Corn Borer 

for 
• 
1n 

Control 
Dahlias 

of 
• • 

the 

C. H. BATCHELDER AND D. D. QUESTEL 

U. S. Department of Agriculture-Bureau of Entomology and Plant Quarantine 

General recommendarions for rhe control of the 
European corn borer in Dahlias have appeared in an 
earI:er issue of the BULLETIN Ud ay, 1918) and, as noted 
in that discussion, the critical spray pe1:iod for successful 
conrrol of this insect occurs during August and Septem
ber. 

\Vhile man_r packaged insecticides carry dire:rions for 
their use that are safe and effccrive for mosr purposes. 
many Dahlia gro,vers prefer ro mix their own materials. 
This is nor so difficult as ir may seem although all in
gredients should be measured carefull_r. The table be
lo\v pnffides convenient directions for mixing Yarious 
quantities to meet rhc requiremcnrs of the individual 
grO\,\·er, the smallest quanrity given ( 3 ~a gallons water) 
being sufficient foe one thorough applicarion on approxi
mately fifty plants. Three insecti:::i<lal agents found 
cffecti\'e by the U. S. Department of Agri~ulrnrc for 
c.:orn borer control in Dahlias arc included in the table, 
together with dilution rates for spreaders which can be 
used \\ ·ith an) of the three poisons. 

Spreaders arc soaplikc materials sold in powder or 
liquid form and packaged under nrious trade names. 
Ordinary so:ip powders should not be used because of 
their tendency to burn the plants. 'Vhilc there may be 
other good spreaders on the market, those in powder or 

Aal<c form composed of sodium-butyl-hydrox~r phenyl
bcnzcne-sulphonate ("Arcskap"J; sodium sulpho soap 
("Ultrawct"); and in liquid form composed of sodium 
oleyl su lphate and synthcti::: resinous sti:::ker ("SS-3"); 
ha\ c l.iecn found satisfactory in experimental tests. To 
facilirnte its handling in small quantities, a solution of the 
spreader is first made as indicated in the first footnote of 
the table. The amount of this solution to use in mixing 
the sprny is gi,·en in the table. 

Utemils for M easuri'llg 

As _previously .stated, it is important that thr spray 
nutcnals be weighed or measured a:::curarelv. Some 
gardeners request their neighborhood druggist to do this 
for them. Others find it more convenient to do their 
O\\'n weighing and measuring. For the dry materials :1 

scale weighing fairly accurately to oun:::cs should be 
used, ~nd for ~he liquid materials, a glass gradu:.itc 
measuring to fluid ounces and half-oun .:.:es, su~h as can 
be obtained in 1 o-cent stores, is satisfactory. The water 
for the spray can be measured with a common gallon 
measure or larger container, the capacity of \vhi.:.:h !ms 
teen carefully determined. Having obtained the ne:::cs
sary utensils and materials, the directions g;,·en in the 
rnblc below can be easily followed. 

DlRECTTONS FOR PREPARING EUROPEAN CORN BORER SPRAYS 

\Yater 1nsccticidc (use one only) Spreader solution 
(See footnote 1) 

DEHRCS P11EN"OTHIAZINE 

ground root 
(Use clean, 4% rorenonc 
soft "·arer) (Sec footnote 2) (Sec footnote 2) 

Dry wt. Dry wt. 
50 gals. lbs. lus. 

25 gals. r Jb. I lb. 
I 2 Yz gals. 8 oz. 8 oz. 
614 gals. 4 oz. 4 oz. 

3 Ys gals. oz. oz. 

NtCOTlNt: TANNATE 

(See footnote 3) 

Free nicotine 
(5or,i(. nicotine) 

Liquid measure 
8 oz. 
4 oz. 

oz. 
I oz. 

Yz oz. 

Tannie acid 
(Chinese galJotannin) 

Liquid measure 
24 oz. 
12 oz. 
6 oz. 
3 oz. 
I Yz oz. 

Liquid measure 
16 oz. 
8 oz. 
4 oz. 

oz. 
I OZ. 

1. This solution is prepared by dissolving in 10 ounces of water the amount of spreader recommended on the 
package for 50 gallons of spray, then adding water ro the 16 ounce level while stirring vigorously. Some 
spreaders require p or 64 ounces of ·water to dissoh-e them properly and the quantities of "spreader solu
tion" used in making up Iess-than-50 gallon lots of spray should then be increased proportionately. 

2. First dissolve the spreader in the spray water. 
Then, using a small portion of this water in a separate container, make a thin paste of the insecticide. 
Finally, stir this paste thoroughly into the spray \·vater. 

3. First measure the required quantity of 'vater and add to it the proper amount of spreader solution. Then 
dissolve the free nicotine in a small portion of the water ( 1 to 5 gallons according to amount of spray being 
prepared). 
Dissolve the tannic acid in the remaining water. 
Slowly pour the first solution into the second while stirring \·igorously. 
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TVheJ! to Spray 
The first insecticide application should be made when 

corn borer egg masses begin to lutch, and certainly 
\vhen new foliage and blossom buds begin to wilt. 
Hatching usually begins in localities of southern !'Jew 
Cnuland during the first \Veck of August and contmues 
intg the first week of September. For this reason, and 
also because of the rapid gro\\'th of the plants and the 
dilution of insecticidal materials caused by rainfall, appli
cations should be repeated at 5-day internds. Thus, five 
or six applications arc necessary to protect the plants. 
For example, if hatching :first occurs in a Dahlia garden 
on Auuust 5th, the first application should be made at 
that ti1~e, and succeeding applications should be sched
uled for August roth, r5th, 20th, 25th, 30th, and Septem
ber 4th and 9th if necessarr. The most practical 
schedule can be established through the coi.)pcration of 
local and State agricultural agencies. 

Parts of t!Je Plaut to Treat 
The sprays should be directed to those parts of tl1e 

plants in which infesrntion is first established, that is, the 
growing foliage and axillar:v and blossom buds. These 
should be cc>Yered thoroughly with the insecticide. The 
remainder of the plant " ·ill usuall~' also recei\'e treat
ment in the process. 

Equipmem to Use 
Compressed-air sprayers of the portable 3-gallon size, 

or the larger "wheelbarrow" rype, ha \·c been found use
ful. Sprays may be readily directed at the buds and 
ne\v foliage by means of a short length of hose termin
ating in a light, 30-inch extension pipe fitted with a 
nozzle for producing a fine spray, and proYided at irs 
lrnse with a lc\'er-operarcd shut-off Yal\'e. 

Preca11tiom 
Use clea'/l utensils. Plugged nozzles frequently inter

fere \Vith successful spray applications. The plugging 
substance usually comes from flakes of caked spray 
materials, particles of rust, or lumps of undissolved in
secticides. Jf a fine mesh sie,·e is used \\'hen sprar 
solutions arc poured into the sprayer most of these diffi
culties will be eliminated. Jn addition, <111 of the equip
ment should be deaned thoroughly following each appli
cation. Afrer washing out the sprayer, it should be 
hung upside down to drain, rhereb~ · ;n-oiding corrosion 
of the metal parts. Another hint for maintenance of 
the sprayer is occasionally' to ;1pply a little nearsfoot oil 
to the leather cup on the pump plunger to presel'\'c it 
against excessive wear. 

;itake 11 p fres/J pre paratio11s. /\lost insecticide prepara
tions deteriorate both chemically and physically when 
left for some time in the sprayer or mixing containers. 
Although it may seem wasteful to thro\\' away the 
material left after finishing a spray operation, this is the 
most practical as well a<; the safest procedure. 

Handle poiso11s carefully. Free nicotine is \'cry 
poisonous and should be handled with extreme care. It 
should nor be allowed to come in contact with the slcin 
or .clothing, and any left-m·er spray should be disposed 
of m a way that will nor endanger children or domestic 
animals. 

While derris is not considered a violent poison, long 
exposure to the spray is undesirable, since the muscles of 
the face and hands may be temporarily affected. 
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FLOWER SHOW DA TES 1938 
Elberon Horticultural Society, Asbury Park, N. J ., 

September 1st-211c1. 
/\lid \i\! est Trial Gardens Fie I cl Day, East Lansing, Michi

gan, September 7th. 
Freeport, L. 1., September 8th. 
Old "White Dahlia Show, \i\!hite Sulphur Springs, \Nest 

Virginia, Seprember 9th-10th. 
American Dahlia Society Field Day, Storrs, Connecticut, 

September 10th. 

Northern New Jersey Horticultural Society, Passaic, 
N. J., September 10th. 

Bellrose, L. J., Dahlia ShO\v, September 10th. 
Yalley Stream, L. l., Dahlia Show, Seprember 10th. 

Passaic, Ne'v Jersey, Dahlia Show, September roth. 

Dahlia Society of Toledo, Toledo, Ohio, September 
IOth-IIth. 

Racine County Dahlia Society, Racine, \Visconsin, Sep
tember 1oth-11 th. 

Poughkeepsie, N. Y., Dutchess Count\' Horticultural 
Society, September 13th-qrh. · 

Bay Shore, L. L, September 13th-r4th. 
Scranton, Pcnnsyl\'ania, September 13th-qth. 
lrYingron, New Jersey, September 15th. 
Peekskill, J\:cw York, September r6th. 
Baitimore, i\ laryland, September 16th. 
Central Stare, Chicago, September r 7th-18th. 
ClcYchmd, Ohio, September 17th-18th. 
\Ycstern Pennsvlvania Branch of the American Dahlia 

Society, Pittsburgh, September 17th-18th. 
Ohio Dahlia Socier~r, Cleveland, September 17th-18th. 
Indianapolis Dahlia Society, Indianapolis, September 

r7th-18th. 
Engbvoocl Dahlia Society, Englev..'ood, N. ]., September 

17th-r8th. 
Baltimore, i\laryland, September 18th-19th. 

American Dahra Society, New York City, September 
20th=21st. 

Hagerstmvn Dahlia Society, Hagerstown, l\laryland, 
September 22nd-23rd. 

Rochille Centre, L. I., September 23fd. 
Burholme Horticultural Society, Burholmc, Pennsyl

vania, September 23rd-24th. · 
Mid West Dahlia Show, Detroit, September 24th-

25th. 
\\'ellsville Dahlia-Glad Club, \Vellsville, Ohio, Septem

ber 24th-25th. 
National Capital Dahlia Society, \Vashington, D. C., 

September 24th-25th. 
Alabama State Fair, Birmingham, Alabama, September 

26th to October 1st. 

Dahlia Society of Virginia, Richmond, September 27th. 
Dahlia Socict)· of New Jersey, Summit, N. ]., Septem

ber 27th-28th. 

( Co11tinued 011 page 20 J 
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Towards One Big Dahlia Society 
\iVhen the by-laws of the A. D. S. were revised as of 

January r, i938, it was the purpose and hope that the 
\Vay would be made open for orber Dahlia groups to 
take an active part in the ·work of the A. D. S. 

\Ve invited, through these by-laws these other so
cieties, wherever they might be, if they so chose to vote 
and have voice in our avowed purpose "to stimulate 
interest in and promote the culture and development of 
the Dahlia; to establ ish a standard nomenclature; to test 
out new varieties and give them such recognition as 
they deserve; to study the diseases of the Dahlia and find 
remedies for the same, and to disseminate information 
relating to this flower; to secure uniformity in awarding 
prizes at Shows, and to give exhibitions when deemed 
advisable." 

Since our invitation went out that we wanted to 
create a broad, friendly cooperative group ·which could 
accomplish the bigger things which can be done for the 
Dahlia and for those \Vho love them, the following 
societies have joined with us in this great objective: New 
Jersey Dahba Society, \Vestern .Pennsylvania Dahlia 
Society, Alabama Dahlia Society, Ohio Valley Dahlia 
Society, Michigan Dahlia Society and Indiana Dahlia 
Society. At this time there are senral other societies 
considering the Branch idea and some of them will, we 
hope, take this step of such great importance to the 
Dahlia world. 

And one of the main reasons \vhy other groups have 
not dont so, is the idea born undoubtedly in the mean
ing of the term "Branch." No doubt was an unfortunate 
choice of term. Because when President Bruce Collins 
of the )\'lichigan Society told us during negotiations that 
the Michigan group did not wish to be "absorbed" by 
becoming a subsidiary of the A. D. S. 

Strangely enough such a construction of the plan we 
offered had never occurred to us. \Ne had made it pos
sible for other society groups to vote in our group and 
take part in our planning, without any desire or offer 
on our part to have a vote in the affairs of the other 
societies. 

\Ve knew that the members, or most of them, at least, 
who became "participating" members of our society 
with one vote in our elections, because they had paid 
~1.00 and \Vere registered as a Branch member in the 
A. D.S., felt that in receiving the A. D. S. BULLETIN they 
got their full value alone. But when we slwwed that we 
wanted each member of such Branch groups to be a 
"participating" member of our society we were taking 
the first step, at least, in a get-together-and-do-things
National-group. But we had no idea of interfering in 
any degree with the affairs of other societies. And fur
ther, there is no desire to have Branch membership in 
the A. D. S. upset or restrict any other group affiliations 
which may be in effect. 

This apparent misconception of our intents all centers 
around the meaning of the word "Branch." And if rhat 

is a misnomer for the tying up of two societies, the 
A. D. S. and any other society in a friendly, cooperative 
working arrangement where we try to give more than 
\Ye rcceive--- then vve will change the by-laws to read 
"Associate," "Participating,'" or any other descriptive 
term at" the next annual meeting. Arrangements for this 
change have already been started and it will be put to a 
vote in September at the annual meeting. 

v\'c wish we could sit down and discuss the w hole 
question with the officers of every State and Regional 
Society. Maybe we could not convince them of the 
unselfish purposes back of these new by-laws which per
mits other societies to take up their share of the respon
sibiifry in perpetuating Dahlia enth usiasm and planning 
all over the country-but it wouldn't be because we did 
not try. 

Actually there is every idea included in this set up ro 
bring all the worthy societies in the United States to
gether with a common objective. And if it is followed 
through as planned and your society joins with us- or 
"associates" with us-or "participates" in our program for 
the Dahlia-then the membership of your society has 
more fundamental attractiveness to those in your vicinity. 

After all, 'We who work in societies "for the fun of 
it," or because it offers an "outlet for our group think
ing and working"-must think of the other fellow and do 
ni ce things to smooth the way for him. True, we may 
battle good naturedly over details and fuss over little 
things-but if we didn't love the Dahlia phase of horti
culture and like the "nuts" who persist with us in fol
lowing it in spite of many handicaps and discourage
mrnts-then we \\ ·ould try raising pigeons or pet alliga
tors for an avocation . 

The. A. D. S. invites other societies to participate in 
our program-with , -oice and vote in our plans-but we 
ask no unreasonable thing in return-just a minimum of 
twenty-five members who believe there is power and 
pleasure in a great National Dahlia group-and no maxi
mum limit from each society-who will pay $r.oo each 
per year for the A. D. S. BuLLETlN and all privileges 
which go with a "participating" membership in this 
Society. 

If there is still something which our crude way or 
explaining has still left obscure, write us, and we will 
try to simplify the problem further. But it will please 
us a lot if you will get your society to join with us and 
let us explain afterwards. 

Ly11n B. Dudley, Presidem A. D. S. 

• 
NEW YORK SHOW 
Hotel Concourse Plaza 

SEPTEMBER 20th and 21st 

Boost It 
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Activities at the A. D. S. Trial Grounds 
Connecticut State College 
Storrs, Connecticut, August 2, 1938 

The Dahlias at the Connecticut State College are doing 
well. This means that they have been growing as well 
as could be expected at this time of the year. However, 
beginning on Sunday, July 17th, rain came and it rained 
off and on all that week and it did really rain the greater 
part of this period. A number of inches fell ( 10.86), and 
flood conditions were reached in this section of New 
England, something unprecedented in the middle of the 
su:nmer. I can't say just what effect this surplus of 
moisture will have on the Dahlias. They are soft and 
advanced in growth for the latter part of July. 

There are one hundred eighty-six entries which is 
more than last season. Most of these came in around 
June 1st <ll1d were conseguemly planted nearer to our 
recommended planting date than is usually the case. 

At this time we are thinking of the Dahlia Field Day 
which will come this year on September 10th. Follow
ing is a summary of the plans for the day. 

AMERlCAN DAHLIA SOCIETY FIELD DAY 
CONNECTICUT STA TE COLLEGE 

Storrs, Connecticut, September 10, 1938 

Fore110011 

Informal Get-Together in Trial Gardens. (Come any 
time that it is convenient- the earlier the better. Th.e 
Dahlias will be the source of entertainment). 

Lzmc/J 
Thi::; may be had at the College Grill (cafeteria style). 

Entran:::e is to the rear of the Dining Hall, hour 12 :00-
12: 30 P. M. YV e must be there on time so plan to start 
from the Trial Garden at 12: 15 P. M. 

Afternoon 

Speaking Program in Room 1, Gulley Hall, at i: 15 
P. M. (Building directly north of greenhouse.) 

"Official \V elcome for Connecticut State College and 
the American Dahlia Society"-Lynn B. Dudley, Tucka
hoe, N. Y., President American Dahlia Society. 

_"Dahlias On the Private Esrnte"-Stanley Jordan, Sup
ermtcndent Harkness Estate, Goshen, Pt., Connecticut. 

"How Fertilizers Arc Manufacturcd"-Ernest S. Davis, 
Jr., The Rogers & Hubbard Company, J\liddletown and 
Portland, Connecticut. 

"The Fertilizer and Timing Garden"-Roland H. 
Patch, Associate Professor, Connecticut State College, 
Storrs, Connecticut. 

"Impromptu" - There arc officers of the American 
Dahlia Society and guests that we \vill \\'ant to hear a 
fc\v words from. 

"Picrn~e''-\:Vcather yerrnining, after the speaking is 
uvcr, adJOUrnment will be taken to a spot near the 

Dahlias where a camera man will take a group picture 
of those in attendance. 

w·e hope that a fair day may be in order and that the 
Dahlia enthusiasts from all over the northeastern section 
of the country wm gather to profit at Storrs by associa-
tion with friends. · 

• • • 
.Mid West Trial Gardens-Season 1938 
The i\rlid \:Vest Trial Gardens at Michigan State Col

leg~ has 126 J?ahlia entries for the 1938 season. Michigan 
agam leads m number of entries with 2), while New 
York State is close second with 2 r entries. 

Entry Record 

NO.OF NO. OF 

STATG 

California 
ENTRIES 

Canada .. .. ... .... .......... ... 1 

Connecticut ............. . 
Delaware..... .. .... ......... 1 

District of Columbia 2 

IJJinois ...... ... ... ............ 4 

Indiana ........................ 9 
Kentucky ................. . 
\'laryland .................... 1 r 

Massachusetts ..... ...... . 
i\1ichigan .................... 23 

STATE ENTRIES 

.Minnesota ........ .......... r 1 

Missouri .... .. ....... ........ . 
New Jersey ....... ......... 12 

New York .. .. ............ 21 

Ohio .... ... ..... .............. 1 r 

Virginia .... ..... ............ . 
\Vest Virginia ......... . 
\Vashington ............. . 
\Visconsin .. ............... . 
Europe ....................... . 

Total ........................ ! z6 

At this time, (August 1st) the condition of the Dahlias 
is excellent. As a matter of fact, the plants are in the 
best condition they haYe eYer been at this time of the 
year. This probably is due to the rather favorable 
climatic conditions. Cool nights with adequate rainfall 
throughout June and July have been conducive to good 
growth. 

i\lany improvements have been made in the gardens 
and it is confidently expected that visitors in late August 
and September will find much of interest. 

Two lines of tile ha\'e been laid through the gardens 
which should be ample to take care of any conditions 
such as were caused last year by severe cloud bursts of 
rain. 

An all Ornamental Horticulture Field Dav has been 
projected for September 7th at East Lansing.' This will 
bring Borists, private gardeners, nurserymen and horti
culturists from all over Michigan and surrounding States. 
Several thousand visitors are expected. At that time the 
Dahlias should be in their prime. 

A new departure in variety gardens has been started 
rhis year in conjunction with the Trial Gardens. For 

(Contimt~d on follo·wi'llg page) 
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Mid West Trial Gardens-Cont. from page 11 

this garden a top notch variety in each color and class in 
Dahlias was selected for planting and in so far as possible 
the originator in each case was asked to send three plants. 
In some cases substitutions had to be made. Each year 
the list is to be carefully gone over and when a better 
variety is brought out it will be substituted. In this way 
the public will be able to see and to know the best in 
Dahlias. 

Evan Roberts, son of J. Louis Roberts of Chicago, 
graduate student in floriculrure has been taking care of 
the culture of the Dahlias this summer. At present we 
are combatting a severe attack of thrips. Leaf-hoppers 
we have with us always. 

\Vhile the date for Dahlia Field Day has not been 
definitely set, it will probably be held September 13th. 

Mid l!Vest Trial Gardens Committee- Season 1938 

0. vV. Slocum, Ionia, Michigan; Lloyd L. Hook, 
Grand Rapids, Michiga~; ]. Louis Roberts, C:hi~ago, 
Illinois; Barton vV. Ell10tt, Grand Haven, l\lhclugan; 
Nick Koenig, New Baltimore, Michigan. 

• • • 
Special Timing and Fertilized Garden 

The special garden conducted at Storrs, Connecticut, 
under the direction of E. E. Tooker, Rockville Centre, 
L. I., is being prepared for inspection on Field Day of 
the regular Trial Grounds. 

Mr. Tooker is treating his planting of some 200 hills 
of large flowering Dahlias under the. sam~ method of 
forced feeding and culture as was outlme~ ~n the Febn~
ary BuLLETIN. Maximum results ~re anticipated and it 
is hoped that a very large group will att.end on ~hat very 
interesting day, September 10th. . Det~1l~ of Field Day 
program will be found elsewhere m tllJS issue. 

• • • 
Ohio Valley Trial Grounds 

Entries have been received and planted from both 
United States and European Dahlia growers. At this 
writing the various varieties are growing well, some 
having started to bloom. The <?hio Valley so far. l:as 
received an unusual amount of ramfall and the hunudity 
has been below normal for this section. Insect life has 
been moderate at the trial grounds for which all are 
thankful, but the season is not yet past. 

Supervisor Rob~rt Seibel, ~ms the g:rounds i~ spl~ndid 
condition and his keen skill and mterest 1s evident 
throughout ~.he gardens. Certain sections . of the park 
plantings wl~1ch. number ne.a~ly 2,000, ~re bem~ teste.d by 
various apphcat10ns of fertilizers. This experiment 1s on 
Dahlias other than trial ground specimens. 

The Ault Park setting is a marvel to see and according 
to visitors who really know, the Dahlia planting is the 
largest of any city in the United States. 

(Continued on page 17) 

The American Dahlia Society 

0. V. D. A. SHOW 
Due to a request by the management of the Hotel 

Netherland Plaza the 1938 0. V. D. A. Show will be set 
back one week. The official dates will be October 8th 
and 9th. This change will give opportunity to many 
growers to show their prize blooms at the Cincinnati 
Show, who otherwise would be obligated at other Shows. 
The Indiana State Show dates having been set for Octo
ber 1st and 211d will since the change by the Ohio Valley 
Association enable the grower from the Ohio Valley and 
the Indiana State Societies to exhibit their blooms both 
at Cincinnati and Muncie. This is most favorable as 
these N .:o societies have been cooperating these several 
years. Only because of the Mid West Show dates being 
set for September 24th and 25th was the date of October 
1st and md adopted by these tvvo Societies. Plan your 
Sho\.v endeavors to include especially the 0. V. D. A. 
classic October 8th and 9th, the Indiana State Show, 
October 1st and 211d, and the Mid West Show at Detroit, 
September 24th and 25th. 

\tVe \vish to convey some facts pertaining to the 0. V. 
D. A. Show which will be of utmost interest and import
ance to everybody who desires to show; also to witness 
this outstanding annual exhibition. 

Perfect air conditioning affords ideal atmosphere for 
both the flowers and the people who attend the Show. 
Show rooms that are huge and :fitted admirably to show 
off the specimen and large djsplays of blooms makes it a 
rare pleasure to the exhibitor. 

A Show schedule can be had by addressing the Show 
Chairman Harley T. Peck, Lebanon, Ohio, or 0. W. 
Mills, Secretary, 0. V. D. A., 3628 Kroger Avenue, Cin
cinnati, Ohio. 

Plan to come to Cincinnati and see the climax ex
hibition of the season, also the Official Ohio Valley Trial 
Grounds of the A. D. S. located in the spacious and 
beautiful Ault Park. 

G. A. Richardson. 

Dr. Clyde R. Jeffords 

Dr. Clyde R. Jeffords, expert Dahliaist, and chairman 
of the Latin department in a large New York City high 
school for thirty years passed away August 7th at his 
residence in Jamaica, L. I. 

Handicapped due to the loss of an arm, Dr. Jeffords 
carried on a great deal of experimentation with the 
Dahlia and did much to interest young people in this 
fine hobby. 

He introduced several Dahlias, including Miss Long 
Island and Don Tiflilson and was working with a number 
of seedlings this season. 

His friends found him retiring in nature but a man of 
great accomplishment. The Dahlia world loses a staunch 
fan and will miss his contributions to its advancement. 

George F. Yaeger. 
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A New Breed of Dwarf Dahlias with 
Black Foliage 

By MAJOR G. GEORGE, Secretary Dahlia Society of Belgium 

Introduction 

Before being justified in stating that a species of Dahlia, 
or of any other kind of plant, may be termed a "breed," 
an important number of proved varieties of same should 
be in existence. These should furthermore have fur
nished proof that they form a whole, showing character
istics that are totally different from those of the in
dividuals from whom they have been detached. 

Particularly when stating that a Dahlia is a "dwarf," 
this is frequently done far too lightly. At the first 
critical and deeper examination, this denomination does 
not survive. It immediately becomes apparent that 
dwarfishness is absolutely normal or essential, that is to 

say that we are in the presence of a plant which is poorly 
developed. U pan placing it where it will find sufficient 
or even abundant nutritious material, dwarfishness will 
disappear. It had consequently been caused solely by 
the absence of such clements as are indispensable to its 
no1:mal development, it was dwarfishness through pri
vanon. 

In plant life, as in animal life, dwarfishness shOL1ld be 
looked upon as smallness of size. The dwarf plant 
should be a reduction of the adult plant. There can be 
no question of a "breed," either in this case or in another 
o:i~, which I will call individual dwarfishness: By in
dividual dwarfishness of a plant we must understand an 
isolated physiological ca.sc, just as normal dwarfishness 1s 
a pathological case. This individu::il dwarfishness is in 
fact merely an unestablished varietv as is alas the case 
with so m·any Dahlia varieties, which are' far ~oo easily 
connected with one or the other group, often created 
arbitrarily. 

. Ho, 1ever, .as long as ~n~ .confines oneself to propaga
n~n by cuttmg or. by d1v1dmg stocks, dwarf plants will 
exist, but one seechng, for instance, will be sufficient to 
enable one to determine with certainty that there is no 
question of breed dwarfishness. · 

" There \Vill ~,nly be bre~d dwarfishness, that is to say a 
dwarf breed, at such nmc as we find ourselves con

fronted by a group of a variety of Dahlias, small sized, 
and of a kind reproducing itself habitually as such. 

When using the denomination "Dwa;f Dahlia," we 
should be able to visua,lizc the picture of a rednced adult 
Dahlia, as it appears to our senses. 

It is in this spirit that I deal with the subject, as it has 
seem:d t? me opportune and indispensable to establish 
a pomt m the history of the Dahlia, or at least its 
evolution. 

History 
Just as the simple dwarf Dahlia. is considered an 

atrophy of the original plant, the dwarf Dahlia with 
black foliage itself is a reduced Yolume of clements of 
the tissue of large sized dark leaved Dahlias. 

TvVithout wishing to cast any doubt on the above, I 
wish to state, however, tha.t in my opinion by "original 
plant" we should understand the initial variety ·which 
showed and produced difference of size, an.d that one 
should not go back to its origin, namely to the year 
1789, for any other purpose than to illustrate the capacity 
for v:u·iation which the Dahlia appears to have shown 
since its introduction in Europe. 

Von Humboldt, the botanist, wrote in 1803, at the 
time when he believed to have discovered the Dahlia, 
having found it blooming and in seed at ·a height of 
6,ooo to 8,ooo feet on Mexican table-lands: "These plants 
were only five to six thumbs high." 

As early as r 829 the question of the first varieties 
sl;owing ?1ore or less dwarflike tendencies comes up. 
1 he Belgian Donkelaer, of Louvain, devoted himself to 
research work in dwarf Dahlias immediately after the 
first doublings had been obtained, while vVells, an 
Englishman, was engaged in the same task across the 
Channel. Should the existence of some dwarf varieties 
wit!1 simple flowers and dark green foliage, lead you t~ 
believe that the origin of dwarf Dahlias with black 
foliage must be sought there, I can but undeceive you 
at once. 

Ir should further be added that this recent breed, which 
is of Germ:m origin (obtainer Degen of Kostritz), play3 
no part " ·hatsocver in the varieties of the Belgian breed, 
named by its obtainer "NAGELS BREED." 

For several years I have had the opportunity to follow, 
season by season, the work which has been carried on so 
methodically by l\1r. Emile Nagels in his nursery-gar
dens at Y'i'il.ryck-A.ntwcrp, and have personally been able 
to engage m studies and experiments on the value of 
this dwarfishness. I am convinced that we arc in the 
presence of a.crual dwar.fishness of breed, i. e., a new 
breed of Dahlias, which d<1tes back three years, that is 
to say from the time at which I had acquired the cer
tainty that at least 90 /'o of seeds of black-leaved dwarf 
Dahlias reproduce black-leaved dwarf Dahlias, various 
experiments indicating that dwarfishness is maintained 
even when the plant is subjected to most varied treat
ment. 

. The ance~tor of _the dw~r~ Dahlia with black foliage 
1s the L11c1[ er variety, ongmally obtained in France. 
It is a seedling of either Mr. Rivoire or Mr. Nonin of 
Lyons, I do not remember exactly "vhich. "LucrFER" 
dates back t~ r 884 and is still being grown nowa.days. It 
reaches a height of 0.90 to 1.25 1\1., has dark leaves and 
simple scarlet flowers which have a diameter of 8 Cms. 

Aroun? 1923-1924. it occurred to Mr. Nagles to obtain 
fccund:mon of Lucifer by pollen of the Lenmr variety. 
The result was <l plant with double .flowers of scarlet 
red color, and black foliage, whose height does not ex-

( Continued on page 32) 
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Pink Miniature Seedlings in Green Glass Container. 

Photo-Albert Humble 

Styles for Using Dahlias-Cont. from page 5 

Metal containers of pewter may be used for the bright 
reds, copper and brass receptacles for autumn shades or 
even the intensely colored. The illustration shows a cop
per vessel with a brass cover, using yellow with orange 
scarlet miniatures. This combination. was rich and daring 
in its boldness, but presented a fascinating composition. 
Note the balance and rhythm in the use of the yellow 
v;rhich was concentrated to give intensity above the shiny 
brass top. Care was employed in not spotting the others, 
hut by showing them against the copper and using them 
as background to give depth and intensify the yellow. 

GJass may be used with many of the cactus ty pes, 
singles and miniatures. The illustration shows a small 
green glass container with delicate pink miniatnrc seed
lings. Interest is added to the composition by featuring 
the only bloom of different type to the others. The 
distribution of buds and foliage give a pleasing balance, 
and a small teak stand is used to giYe better proportion 
and stability-to the balancing spread of the flowers. 

Pottery in varied weight and form is always suitable 
for arranging Dahlias, particularly the large types. The 
prim little pompons are frequently considered somewhat 
stiff, giving a pincushion effect in a composition, but this 
is a mistaken idea, for these little gems lend themselves 
as readily as any type to most charming effects. Their 
particular roundness makes them mosr adaptable to bowb 
and with the use of buds and foliage, delightful asvm-
metrical balance is readily acquired. · 

Fashion in flower arrangement has brought an ~wcrsion 
for the use of baskets in flower sho\\'S. This has prob-
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ably been due to the use in former years of worn bas
kets, from ·whose handles still dangled the original faded 
water-soaked r ibbon, and which contained weedy and 
distasteful exhibits. Baskets should never go out of style 
if properly used. They are convenient, appropriate and 
as adaptable as any container. However, good taste and 
skill must be employed in their use to acquire distinction 
in rhe composition. \Vhen a basket is used, it should 
present a fre~hness and harmonizing color, as well as· 
being of proper size and shape for the material at hand. 
Ribbons should be omitted for show purpose. It is 
important that baskets wirh loop handles be arranged so 
that the handles are not entirely concealed, but play the 
part of carrying for whic h they were intended. The 
plant material should not extend too far above any part 
of the handle. A good balance, not over-crowding, bur 
using just enough material to make a pleasing effect to 
show the individual beauty of flowers and foliage, is 
desired. 

In acquiring balance in any composition view it from 
the center where greatest strength is placed. From each 
side of the cc-nter allow the material to take positions 
that give equal weight of balance but irregular in out
line. This gfrcs the desired asymmetrical balance and 
avoids the ~nintcresting symmetrical type. Subordinate 
the container by allowing some of the foliage to grace
fully swing over it \vith Luds or blossoms. 

Large exhibition Dahlias arc best used in hca\-y pot
tery, and are attracti\'C w hen placed at different heights. 
In the illustration of Strctigbt's TV/Jite in which the class 
required three blooms, a pleasing balance was accom
plished by placing the blooms at different heights, and 
having the individual beauty of each strikingly effective. 

Dahlias arc disbuddcd in grO\\ ing, but the use of buds 
and the proper amount of foliage gives interest to the 
composition. An>id the use of any material that has no 

Sanhican's Sweetheart in English Pottery Container of Dark 
Blue. Arrangement not over 61/2 inches in any dimension. 

Photo-Albert Humble 
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Mrs. Georgena Humble arranges Straight's White from the 

Editor's Garden-showing how mammoth blooms lend them

selves to good arrangement. 

Photo-Albe•+ Humble 

bearing in the design. Compositions arc more distin
g1uisli~d1 in w.hich Go,nly Dahlia f~rms and foliage arc used 
t .ian ot 1erw1se. rasscs and airy sprays arc not espe
cially appropriate in combination with Dahlias. Better 
desi~ns arc mad? w.ithout them, unless a class especially 
rel]Uircs a combm:1t1on, \\·hen onlv harmonious or blend
ing forms should be included. · 

i\1uch may be said about color harmony in Dahlia 
arrangements. This subject is a srudv in all forms of 
art and ~1'.less treated intensi\·cly mai pnn·c confusing. 
In combmmg any colors, one should keep in mind that 
Rowers of one color should be concentrated toward a 
?cfinite purp~>~c in the design. Nc\·er spot them about 
m a composmon, but have the intenningling of color 
carry th_c rhythm or theme in the bouquet. Al\\'ays use 
more of one color than another. The correct handlina 
of color aids the balance and one should be conscious of 
a satisfactory balance in color as well as of form and 
outline iri the complete design. 

No flow~r. show ~e~ms complete \\'ithout the ever 
popular exh1b1ts of mm1arure arra1wemenrs and in these 
J?ahlias m~y be used ·with suprem~cy. Se

1

e the illustra~ 
t1on d:at is complete in every detail, yet does not ex
ceed six and a half inches in any dimension. 

Annual Exhibition of Dahlia Society 
of Ohio 
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\Vith the arrival of mid August, members of the Dahlia 
Society of Ohio <lre beginning to manifest increasing 
symptums of "Show fe,·er." This is a seasonal "disea.se" 
\.Vhich stirs the patient to unusual actiYity at the thought 
of Dahlias .. Oftimes it results in his exposing himself to 
]0~1g hours Ill the rays of a broiling sun, doing the many 
tlungs that he has Jcarned to bring his flowers to perfec
tion at a ce:·tain date. \Vill he be successful? Judging 
by past pertormances, we will say that he will. 

Our Sho\\· this year is to be held on September 17th 
and 18th, ;:ind will ;1gain be at Hotel Statler in Clc\rcland. 
Two or three of our previous Sho\\'S have been staged 
in the main ball roo1n of this hotel and ha,·e been highly 
successful. This vcar \\·e haYe secured the "Euclid" l>all 
room, '.vith. its 1110re modern air conditioning system. 
Although slightly smaller in area than the main ball room 
its other ~1d\'anrnges out,,·eigh the loss of a little space, 
in the opinion of the Show Committee. 

The Ohio Show has been steadily growing in all 
around excellence. If any one fc<Hurc stands out we 
would say that it is the seedling classes. Judges from 
other sections h;we freguentl~: remarked upon the 
strength of the entries as well as the number in this 
section. Last ye;1r one of the leading authorities on 
Dahlias in the mid west, commented upon this in a 
magazine article and said rh :-1t in his cstjmation there were 
no Jess than four undisscminatcd varieties entered for the 
''American Home Achievement i\Icdal" that were 
\1·orrhy of the award. In my personal notes of the 
Show last vear l jotted down the names of a number of 
\':tricties \\;hich struck my fancy. Later l found eight 
ot these listed on the \'arious honor rolls. No doubt 
there \\ ·ere others \\·hich were o\'erlooked among the 
tl10us:mds of blooms sho\\'n. 

The importance of the seedling classes here can be 
as::ribed to our fan>rablc location bct\\'ecn the t\\'o great 
Dahlia gro\\·ing sections of the e;1st and mid west, as well 
as to th~ tremendous \·early incrc:1sc in the number of 
~eedlings planted hen.:." Check on the number of seed
lings at the \'arious trial grounds this fall and vou will 
find that the nurnl>cr from Ohio is ''there or thereabouts." 
So, if it is rl1c new Dahlias that: you He interested in 
ma kc it <1 point to be here for our Lighth Show, Scptem~ 
bcr 17th and 18th . You won't be alone. \\ ·e have as
surnnces from enthusi:1sts from ;1s far a\\'a\' as Alabama 
and \ \ 'isconsin that thev will be here and sl.1ch nciuhbor
ing states as i\ lichigan, ·Indiana, Kentucky, Penns)~lvania, 
and Ne\\' York will send rheir usual delegations. 

\\'e ;17·e ;1lso fCJrtu~1;lte in ha,·ing a large number of 
progressl\"e commerc1;1] gro\\'ers here who support the 
Show handsomely. Our pre\'ious Shows h;n·e had in the 
neighLorh:wd of twenty commercial dispL1ys, in which 
one may tmd nearly all the leading nuictics of our time. 
~e,· eral of these growers specialize in foreign importa
tions and an excellent opportunity is offered to compare 
the best from all lands with our domestic fa\·orites. The 
commercial displays, although not <lS elaborate as at one 
or two other Shows, do off er as great a di,·ersity of 

( C onti'lmed on page 17 1 
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The American 

DAHLIA SOCIETY, Inc. 
ORGANIZED MAY 10, 1915 

"Tha Society is formed for the purpose of stimulating interest in 
and promoting the culture and development of the Dahlia; to 
establish a standard nomenclature; to test out new varieties and 
give them such recognition as they deserve; to study the diseases 
of the dahlia and find remedies for same, and to disseminate in
formation relating to this flower; to secure uniformity in award
ing prizes at flower shows, and to give exhibitions when deemed 

advisable." 

LYNN B. DunLEY, President 
18 Interlaken Drive, Tuckahoe, New York 

C. Lams ALLING, Secretary and Treasurer 
251 Court Street, West Ha.ven, Connecticut 

GoRooN F. WAASER, Vice-President and Editor 
269 South Grand Avenue, Baldwin, New York 

Editorial 
Show time-the culmination of all the hopes and plans 

of Dahliaists everywhere is here. This is our greatest 
opportunity of the year to interest our garden loving 
friends in th.is favorite of ours-the Dahlia-garden 
flower supreme. 

Boose your Show-large or small-make it your per
sonal job to break all attendance records. 

The A. D. S. Show at New York promises to be the 
most beautiful exhibition ever staged. Plan to be present 
and then visit gardens "vithin thirty to fifty miles of the 
city where you will witness Dahlias at their very best. 

• 
New branch soc1et1es are joining with the A. D. S. 

between each issue of the BuLLETIN-also many new 
members. 'Ve arc here co serve you and welcome sug
gestions for the constant growth and broadening of the 
Society. Our National growth is steadily advancing on 
the slogan "More Flower Lovers co Grow the Dahlia and 
the Dahlia to be Grown More Successfully." 

• 
One of the easiest of all flowers to grow, the Dahlia 

should be found in every garden. Even those whose 
space or planting plan does not lend itself to the mam
moth giant Dahlias, will find the proper setting for cer-
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rain cactus vanet1es as \·veil as miniatures and porns. 
Planting and fertilizing are very simple and a few 
moments a week devoted to spraying insecticides will 
keep plants clean and growing and assure desired results. 
Fncourage your neighbors and friends. Dahlia societies 
and experienced growers will glady give you complete 
cultural information. 

• 
Field Day at the various Trial Grounds are published 

in this current issue. Plan to attend with a group of 
vour friends tu rccei,·c the benefit of the information the 
programs will offer and also to demonstrate your sup
port of the work being accomplished by these leading 
authorities who year after year devote so much of their 
time and energy to the conducting of the gardens . 

• 
Ballots have been mailed co every member in good 

standing for the first election held under the new by
laws. The nomin:; ting committee has renamed President 
Lynn B. Dudley to succeed himself. Great strides have 
been accomplished during the last few years and there is 
still much co be completed which is already under way. 
President Dudley enjoys the confidence of the whole 
counrry and if elected will continue to have the whole
hearted support of all his committees and fellow officers. 
The A. D. S. is formnate in having many who could 
turn in a good job as chief executive and it is to Lynn 
Dudley's credit, that the nomination, wholly unsolicited, 
was tendered to him as a mark of what the Society thinks 
of his value to the Dahlia and his zeal for its ad,·an ce
ment. 

• 
Again the reminder- invite as many as you can to sec 

your garden and also to the Shows. 
Display your blossoms in shop windows on "Main" 

Stre~t-at railroad terminals-in the lobby of your local 
mov1e-c' erywherc you can. And watch the Dahlia ad
vance on a broad front. 

Richard A. Vincent 
Richard A. Vincent, President of the Richard Vincent 

Company, <lied at his home in \Vhite Marsh, Maryland, 
on July 15th after a long illness. Mr. Vincent was son 
of our first President, Richard Vincent, Jr., and brother 
of our popular Vice-President, John S. Vincent . 

He was a life member of the S. A. F. and a past 
President of the Baltimore Florists' Club, also a Rotarian. 
He made the arrangements for the Vincent Dahlia 
Shows which for many years drew immense cro~vds for 
a week or more. He was Superintendent of the Sunday 
School of the Ebenezer I\ 1. E. Church for more than 
thirty years. 

Mr. Vincent is survived by six daughters, all of whom 
are ma~ried,. several grandchildr7n, and one son, Stephen, 
wh? with his uncle, Joh.n S. Vmcent, will carry on the 
business of the R. Vmcent Company. Our sincere 
sympathy goes to all these good friends in their loss. 
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Dahlia Society of New Jersey Show 
The Sixteenth Annual Exhibition of the Dahlia Society 

of New Jersey will be held in Hobby Hall, Beechwood 
Hotel, Summit, N. ]., on September 27th and 28th. Plans 
for the event were completed at a meeting of the Show 
Committee on August r 5th at the home of Presidenr 
Pollak. 

The schedule as adopted by the Dahlia Society of New 
Jersey, the first State Branch Society of the American 
Dahlia Society follows in outline and competitive classes 
that of the American Dahlia Society, although with 
fewer classes and sections to meet the lesser requirements 
of a smaller Show. 

The schedule presents an innovation in its treatment 
of the seedling exhibit. In an effort to promote quality 
over quantity of seedlings, one class only is provided for 
seedling display. This class is the American Home 
Achievement class and the Dahlia Society of New Jersey 
feels that if a seedling of any type is not worthy of com
peting for the American Horne Achievement Medal, it 
should not be exhibited. 

The silver Dahlia Futurity Medal of House Beautiful 
and the Honorary President's Medal for a variety of 
~ew Jersey origin never before exhibited at an American 
Dahlia Society or Dahlia Society of New Jersey Show 
are np for competition. The President's Cup, offered by 
Mr. Pollak, will be awarded to a member of the Society 
who shall exhibit the three finest large Dahlias. 

A section of the exhibition will be given to annuals 
and Fall flowers, and the schedule here furnishes a fur
ther innovation through eliminating specimen classes and 
calling for arrangements in all cases. 

Fifty-f1Yc of the one hundred and thirty-two classes in 
this schedule are closed to members of the Dahlia Society 
of New Jersey. In the seventy-seven open classes, tbe 
Society extends a cordial invitation and welcome to all 
tlowet: lovers to join with them in Summit on September 
27th and 28th. Schedules may be obtained from E. B. 
Lloyd, 2 Upland \Vay, Verona, N. J. 

Ohio Show-Cont. from page 15 

Yarietics as can be found -:111vwhcrc, and the staging is 
Ycry little behind the best. · 

Nearly all Shows have good competitive classes and 
this Show is no exception. In fact, it is too hot (the 
comcptition and the weather today, to dwell upon. 
You'll ha\·c to sec for yourself. Don't forget the dates, 
September 17th and 18th. 

A fairly good growing season has been somewhat dis
counted here by the fact that leaf-hoppers and thrip have 
been more prcvalcnt than usual. Most of our growers 
now have these pests under control and today (August 
16th) Dahlias gin every promise of being at their best 
~y Show timc.

1 

L~tc J\Iay and early June (planting 
time~ \\as neany ideal with frequent moderate rains. 
Dahlia growth was the best in several years but about 
July 1st, with the coming of hot wcatl~er, growth was 
~?mewhat checked and insects caused serious damage. 
I he plants have now been growing well for about three 
weeks again and there is less apprehension that we won't 

11 

have the blooms for the Show. All through the summer 
to d:citc there has been sufficient rainfall. July and Aug
ust to date have been somewhat above normal in tem
peratures with high humidity. Jn fact our season seems 
to have been somewhat better than in most sections of · 
the country. 

A large delegation of our members are planning to 
attend the big Mid \Nest Show in Detroit. From present 
indications about fifty are likely to make the two hun
dred mile pilgrimage. Other Shows which will receive 
their full share of attention from our members are those 
at Akron, Toledo and vVellsville, as well as a number of 
county fairs and the state fair. 

Rain put a. damper on our annual picnic held July 31st 
at Vice-President R. vV. Ludwig's beautiful and interest
ing summer estate. Only thirty of the faithful were on 
hand in contrast to more than one hundred who attended 
last year. BUT, those thirty-well, they made up for 
many who didn't get the.re. The hour was late when the 
party finally dispersed. 

Some of our members arc movie camera addicts. 
Several reels of film have been made of Dahlias in black 
and white and also in color. These show the Dahlia 
season from beginning· to end. Although our camera 
"operators" arc beginners the subject matter has been 
fairly good an_d provides an occasional interesting p.ro
gr_am for meetmgs.. It occurs to me that perhaps others 
might get some enioyment from these films. lf there is 
a projector available in your society which will show 16 
mn_1 film I am sure that if you will get in touch with the 
wnter \Ve can arrange to send some of them for one of 
your programs. Perhaps some of your members have 
fil_m which we could borrow. How about an exchange? 
K111dly remember, however, that none of us arc expert 
ca rncra111cn. 

E. ]. TVi11d, Rocky River, Obio. 

• • • 
A. D.S. Annual Meeting September 21st 

The i938 Annual Meeting of the American Dahlia 
Society will be held September 21st at the Concourse 
Plaza Hotel, New York City, at 2:00 P. M. Action will 
be taken on a proposed cha1:gc in our By-Laws moving 
th? date of our _annual mccnngs from September to the 
third Saturday m January. Consideration will also be 
gi\·cn to the. portion of our By-La'\.VS pertaining to 
"Branch ~ocicrics" with the thoucrht in view of sub
stituting a more suitable term sucl1 as "Associated" or 
"Participating Societies." 

Ohio Valley Trial Grounds-Cont. from page 12 

The park and its floral culture gardens are open to th~ 
public throughout tl1e year. 

This being an official A. D. S. trial grounds all scoring 
\vill be done by the usual A. D. S. score card and bv 
judges that are duly appointed and authorized critics. · 

For further information you can communicate with 
Raymond Moffett, Trial Ground Secretary, Lockland, 
Ohio, R. F. D. No. 6. 

G. A. Ricbardson. 



The American Dahlia Society 

Dahlia Society of Indiana Plans Fine Show 
Plans for the 1938 Dahlia Show season in Indiana arc 

progressing nicely in spite of many adverse circum
stances. \Vee weather has hindered planting and culti
vation to say nothing of aiding the ever present insects 
to work more freely. Illness of some of those directly 
connected with the administrative duties of the society 
has handicapped them in doing all they would have liked 
to do both m their own gardens as well as in furthering 
the interests of the society. 

This year the society is putting into effect a plan of 
holding regional Shows over the state prior to the big 
State Show. This idea has long been under discussion 
and consideration and was definitely put into action this 
year. It has as its purpose the encouragement to novices 
and amateurs to exhibit the blooms from their garden as 
a prelude to further exhibition in the State Show and 
further popularizing the Dahlia in four additional cen
ters of the state all in one season. At the beginning of 
the year the state was divided into four regions bounded 
on two sides by the state boundaries and on the other 
two sides by two national highways one running north 
and south across the state and the other cast and west. 
Each of these regions has two vice-presidents of the 
society who are directly responsible for the membership 
and activities of the society, including the regional Show, 
in their particular regions. 

All regions will use the same schedule of entries, which 
is a modified form of the larger state schedule. These 
s:::hedules, the necessary entry blanks and tags, all ribbons, 
a major prize and the judges are furnished by the state 
society. Much lively interest is manifest in each region 
and tentative plans for the four Shows follow: 

Kokomo (Northwest), September 17th and r8th. 
Columbus (Southeast), September 17th and 18th. 
Muncie (Northeast), September 24th and 25th. 
Linton (Southwest), September 24th and 25th. 

State S/Jow 

As announced earlier in the year through this column 
the big State Show will be held in the historic old city 
of Madison, down on the banks of the beautiful Ohio. 
No more interesting spot could be found to hold this 
classic state event. ·\Nhile October ist and rnd is rather 
close to the frost deadline in Indiana there was no other 
date available, in dc:fference to the important Mid \Nest 
Show at Detroit. Should Jack Frost stay away as he has 
many times before there will be a wealth of cool \veather 
bloom to fill the large high school gymnasium to capac
ity. According to latest reports the entire population 
and all civic organizations of Madison are much en
thused over the Show being held there and are backing 
it to the limit. Mr. Emmet vVood, popular commercial 
garqener, of Madison, is the Show Manager, and has as 
his assistant Mr. George Sherlock also of Madison. With 
two hard working, live wire members like these on the 
job only a splendid Show could result. 

Some very decided changes and improvements have 
been made in the schedule for this year, namely the 
creation of a Junior Section for boys and girls of school 

age; a di,·ision of the much disputed Amateur-Com
mercial sections into Amateur, Professional and Com
mercial and the addition of a Garden Flower section. In 
::iddition all barriers as to number of entries were taken 
away so that an exhibitor may make as many entries in ' 
a class as he wants and can further enter as many blooms 
of one variety as he desires. The society takes the posi
tion that an exhibitor who can produce several winning 
blooms of a variety should not be forced to choose one 
bloom to enter and then sec blooms inferior to those 
which he discarded win either first, second or third 
place. 

More attention is being paid to the miniature types 
and this year only varieties of like type are competing 
::igainst one another. This is distinct advancement over 
the old schedules where formals, informals, semi-cactus, 
etc., competed together so long as they were in the same 
color class. Encouragement in the use of Dahlias for 
design and floral work is advanced by the creation of 
several classes along this line. · 

On the \vhole given grO\ving weather and a late season 
Indiana will stage a Show this year which will be hard 
to surpass. 

Much concern has been expressed over the illness of 
J\·~r. Raymond Sparks of Columbus, and many wishes for 
his speedy recovery have been expressed to the writer. 
Get on top of it Raymond; the crowd is still rooting 
for you. 

Two changes in the official family have occurred since 
the last issue of the BULLETIN. Mr. 0. A. Guntle, of 
Frankfort, has replaced Mr. Fred Gresh of Zionsville as 
Vice-President for the nordnvest region and Mr. James 
Swallo\v of Muncie has replaced Mr. Lawrence Schutte 
of Richmond as Vice-President for the northeast region. 
Both replacements were occasioned by the inability of 
tlte retiring gentlemen to continue to serve. 

Mr. George Schwin of Covington, Publicity Director, 
an.d Mr. John Rugenstein of Indianapolis, Past Publicity 
Director, have both been on the sick list, hence the "cub 
reporter" is having to pinch hit. Both arc getting along 
Ok now and we hope will soon be back on the job. 

There will be no more meetings of the society other 
than the picnic, which is to be held at J\1adison, until 
the annual meeting held at the time of the Show. This 
is always a gala event \,\:here more real Dahlia fellowship 
crops out than at any other time of the year. The next 
meeting after the Show will be held in· Indianapolis on 
November 6th. This is the election meeting so mark it 
up on your calendar now. 

Ralp/J C. Swartz, Presidem. 

• 
Let each of us get a new member for 

the A. D.S. Show season. 

• 



BULLETIN for August, 1930 19 

THE DAHLIA OF THE FUTURE 
By A. B. BAUER 

This splendid article was written for tbe Virginia 
Dablia Society a11d publis/Jed i11 tbeir fi11e recem isme. 
fn order t/Jat Dabliaists everywbere may bet've tbe bemfit 
of its infor'lllatio11, Mr. Ba11er and our Virgi'llia frie11ds 
bave 'l/lade possible tin publication of t/Jis material i11 our 
Buu.ETIN. 

\Ve all know that the first Dahlias known to man. as 
far as history goes, originated in J\1cxico and unques
tionably was of the type we now call Single, for this 
type is now the pre,·ailing \vild kind in J\ lexico. 

But here is a stni,nge fact. In 1615 a book, "Plants and 
Animals of New Sp;1in,'' made its appearance in Spain, 
and in this book we have the first recorded history of 
this Aztec flower. Strange as it may seem, the drawings 
accompanying the treatise on the "\Vater Cone" as it 
w~1s called, a.re a duplex Dahlia and the second undoubt
edly the Peony, so o\·cr three hundred years ago this 
wo;1derful Aower had begun to depart from type. 

It was not until 1798 that roots were introduced into 
Spain and from there into England and Continental 
countries during rhc next few years, and from these 
introductions our nc\\' types have evolved. 

In 1817, we ha,·c the record of the first Decorative, a 
rose color, which reached England in that year and from 
that time on unri l 18:i-o be~ame a craze. 

J\1any roots were sent to this country and expensive 
new creations were eagerly sought, the Ball shape having 
appeared. 

By 1860, howc,·er, \\'hen every possible shade and color 
had- been developed and no conquests seemingly were to 
be made, its popularity began to wane. In 1870 the Brit
ish National Dahlia Society was founded and as if to 
stamp this year indelibly on the mind there appeared in 
Germany a tiny ball blossom shaped which was called 
!?ompon, and is, of course, so called today. It found 
quicK acceptance in all parts of the world, but its appear
ance failed to stop the waning influence of the flower. 

But the growers persisted and a few years later the 
miracle of the Dahlia world a.ppearcd-thc Cactus typc
and it came into prominence in Holland. It was 
promptly named Juarezie, in honor of the then i\1cxjcan 
Presidcm and its ,·igor crossed with the older culti,·atcd 
species, produced the many strains no\V in commerce and 
known \\ hcrcver civilization flings its banner. 

This root came from J\lcxico, but its origin is obscure. 
\ \ ' hethcr it came as a careful cross breeding of selected 
types or wa'i the plarthing of gusts of tempered hillside 
breezes will neYcr be known, but its appearance electri
fied the botanical world and the possibilities of further 
crossing and breeding brought forth tens of thousands of 
other attempts, which surpassed all pre\·ious attempts 
combined. 

Other creations appeared from time to time. Starfish 
110\\. known as Orchid, Miniature, Star, Colla.rette, and 
Anemone, and Mignon, which brings the list of types 
practically up to date. 

Perhaps the greatest number of roots planted in the 
world today arc of the Mignon type, literally millions 
of these beautiful flowers arc planted annually in Great 
Britain and throughout Europe. This season in l\lon
treal, Quebec, and Ottowa, the city parks were alive 
with them-great masses that enli,·cned the parks to a 
remarkable degree. 

l don 't know of a single catalogue in America that 
lists a line of thsc wonderful blooming, colorful little 
Dahlias, <llld haYc never seen a park in America that 
fearurcd or even grew them. And great is the pity for 
the American public is missing a great trc~1t. So we may 
safely say tha.t America in the near future is going to 
adopt the Mignon Dahlia. 

A new type is the Double Collarertc. A correspond
ent in Sourn Africa says that a number of kinds arc 
already in commerce an-d in he~wy demand. 

The Giant Anemone has been tried locally, but so 
far results ha\·c been poor, but we should keep trying 
for we are told they are marvelous and a joy to behold. 

L think, too, that the miniature Cactus is going to 

become a big favorite in the near future. Already we 
have a beautiful white which can be forced indoors and 
is actually used in Holland for Easter. 

Yello\\·s, reds, pinks, old rose, and lavenders now may 
be had and they are very beautiful. 

The English arc also trying dwarf dccorativcs and 
semi-doubles for bedding purposes and no doubt their 
successful usage \\'ill determine their popularity. 

Are ,,.c also to eliminate from our efforts the possibil
ity of attaining a twenty inch Dahlia, now that we had 
a se,·entecn inch one, or are we to tire of this goal and 
seek to bring new beauties into existence from three and 
one-half to scYcn inches, which our parent Society, The 
American Dahlia Society, has brought into the. Show 
rooms by creating this class in the rnrious types? 

A new type of pompon from Australia is demanding a 
hearing. -L hey a.re smaller than our Johnnie, arc as 
tightly quilled and h:wc the distinction of being more 
spherical in shape, the petals curving at the base to the 
stem. 

An Orchid Anemone, mini:imre trpc, in a dark red, 
very novel and striking, is a new comer for 193 7, appear
ing for the first time in the Lee's of Tacoma, \Vashing
ton, 1937 caralogue. 

A type that is fast increasing in number of new va
rieties is the bronze foliage Dahlias, originating in \Vales 
and commonly known as black stem Dahlias. \Ve all 
know Bfr/Jop ·of Laudoff, Amy Barlylette, but fe" ... · of 
us know Caldicote Castle, Othello and Firebrand, but all 
of us should. 

Everv now and then one sees in a catalogue a Dahlia 
advertised as fragrant, but we are miserably disap
pointed at blooming time, and so with the long coYeted 

( Comi1111ed on page 22) 
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Dahlia Society 
Schedule for 

of Georgia 
Mammoth 

Announces Completed 
Fall Show • • • 

By B. E. PHILLIPS Chairman Publicity Committee 

The second quarterly meeting of the Dahlia Society 
of Georgia was held in the Assembly Room of the 
Atlanta Chamber of Commerce Building Tuesday eve
ning, April 12th, \Vi th President B. L. Kennedy presiding. 
The meeting was well attended by enthusiastic Dahlia 
fanciers and a very interesting program was presented. 
After the regular bnsiness session, during which all 
standing committees presented reports indicating pro
gress :111d enthusiasm in the year's program, a number of 
new members were introduced, and the completed 
schedule for the mammoth Dahlia Show sponsored by 
the Society, to be staged at the Atlanta Biltmore Hotel, 
Friday, September 30, 1938, was presented. Special at
tention is directed to the fact that there is a special sec
tion provided in the Show Schedule for "Novices," i. e., 
those who grow only a few Dahlias and \Vho have never 
entered blooms in a Show. This arrangement will afford 
the "Novices" an opportunity to enter blooms in the 
Show, where competition will be only among them
selves rather than with the more experienced Dahlia 
grO\.vers. There will be no charge for entries by mem
bers of the Society, and only members will be allowed 
to exhil>it. To those who are interested in growing 
Dahlias and who are not members of any Dahlia Society, 
a cordial invitation is extended to make application for 
membership, addressed to Mr. A. C. Caraway, Chairman 
l\Icmbership Committee, 3 15 Thompson Street, East 
Point, Georgia. One has ne\Ter reached the height of 
enjoyment in growing Dahlias who has never entered 
blooms in a Show and experienced the thrill of winning 
ribbons or trophies. The complete Show Schedule is 
ready and anyone desiring a copy should address a 
request ro Mr. C. E. Faust, Chairman Schedule Com
mittee, 35 p Piedmont Road, N. E., Atlanta, Georgia. 
Ample provision has been made in the schedule for the 
popular small and medium flowering types, as well as 
tor the huge and gorgeous exhibition types. Quite a 
live mtercst is reported manifest among a number of the 
Society's membcrsl~ip, in the art of propagating Dahlias 
from seed. By this method, new types arc oriainated 
and it is quite likely that one or more of the 

0
future 

popubr varieties, or even sensations, will be on exhibi
ti~m at the coming Show, in which there has been pro
v~ded fifteen ~lasses for_ this type of exhibits. The prin
cipal features m a very mteresting program in connection 
with the above meeting, and under the direction of 
Mrs. C. D. Swint, Chairman Program Committee, was a 
l>ricf address by Norman Lefkovits, President of The 
Dahlia Society of Alabama, and a very interesting resume 
by Dr. H. C. Rike, Chairman Show Committee of the 
Alabama Society of his and Mr. Lefkovits pilgrimage to 
the Central States and Mid \tVest Dahlia fields and 
Shows, during the 1937 season. Following arc a few 
excerpts of highlights from Dr. Rikcs resume: 

"\iVith all due respect to those in charge, and con
sidering the generally bad season, there were more and 

better blooms at the Atlanta Show than any other Show 
included in the pilgrimage. · , 

"It seems that Dahlia growers alvvays have time to talk 
Dahlias. On a visit to the \iVest Virginia Dahlia Society 
at Fairmont, Oliver Shurtleff was found in the midst of 
teaching a class. The class was promptly dismissed in 
order that he may talk Dahlias with his visitors. 

"The Sparks (Mr. and Mrs. Raymond), of Columbus, 
l ndiana, are just about 'the salt of the earth' in Dahlia
dom, grand people to meet; good sports, and get a lot of 
pleasure out of growing Dahlias. The writer heartily 
seconds the above, having had the pleasure of meeting 
this couple at the Alabama Show last season. 

"The three most outstanding varieties seen during the 
pilgrimage were: Pre717ier's Majestic, a large informal 
decorative of a new color combination; salmon, gold and 
mulberry; Tarz,m, a striking semi-cactus of a new black 
red color; Stoplight, a formal decorative of Chinese red 
with slight yellow reverse showing. Other worthwhile 
varieties were as follows: At Sparks Dahlia Gardens: 
\vherc there was found growing four to eight blooms to 
a plant and all exhibition quality, including six rows of 
California Idol from which r,ooo blooms could be cut, 
there was Sparks recent introduction, Pink Elegance, 
semi-cactus, true watermelon pink; Pacific Sple11dor, 
Discovery, a golden magenta which can be forced to 
enormous size; Missouri, a glorified Mrs. liVarner, Sparks 
sport of Blue River, Red Salute, the best Bing Crosby 
seen anywhere. Rainbow Gardens had the best Fire 
Ball. Storrs Trial Ground had Katie ](., which is con
sidered better than Kathleen Norris; One Grand, largest 
bloom of A7llerica11 Legion seen, Lew Aires, Missouri, 
which was runner-up for American Home Achievement 
Medal; Grand Master, and the best Golden Standard 
seen anywhere. At \Vhitc's Gardens at Louisville, there 
was Kate Smith, Ke11t11c ky Sportsman and Kentucky 
S1111. 

"Now. getting back to the subject of Georgia and 
Georgia grown Dahlias, be sure to include in your 
schedule a visit to the Atlanta Show this year. It will 
be well worthwhile." 

Notice to Comesta'llts a11d T-Vould-Be Contestants 

The Nation vVide Comest sponsored by the Dahlia 
Society of Georgia will close as of July 3 1, 1938. The 
medal \vill be delivered to the winner shortly after that 
date, and the winner announced in the next issue of the 
A. D. s. BULLETIN. 

Show Dates-Cont. from page 9 
Portland Dahlia Society, Portland, Oregon, September 

27th-28th. 
Dahli~ Society of Georgia, Atlanta, September 30th. 
Camden Dahlia Society, Camden, N. ]., September 30th 

to October 1st. 
Ohio Valley Dahlia Society, Cincinnati, October 8th-9th. 
Dahlia Society of Alabama, October 11th. 
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Dahlia Personals-and Personalities 
By Oliver Shurtleff 
Secretary, West Virginia Dahlia Society 
Vice-President, American Dahlia Society 
1264 Bryant Street, Fairmont, W. Va. 

01:ce again, _and I ~m glad .of it, I come with my 
Dahl~a personalny. It JS a genume pleasure that is mine 
as I 111troduce and present people whom I know. And 
just think of it; a few years ago I had none of these 
friends. The Dahlia has brought them all to me! 

Fro111 Across tbe O/Jio 

Several years ago \\'e met, this friend and I, in the 
Dahlia garden of a mutual acquaintance. l had never 
seen him before but I was asked "to meet /\Ir. Dcl
brugg~." 1 did and have never regretted the acquaint
ance s111cc. 

Fm. Dclbruggc of Martins Ferry, Ohio, and proprietor 
of the Ros~Mary Dahlia Gardens, is no stranger where 
good Dahlias grow because that is the kind he grows 
:rnd pr~duccs. I have seen his Dahlias in his garden and 
111 the Show rooms and I know. I have seen his flowers 
in provd array in big Shows and in little Shows, but the 
siLe. of the S!10w doesn't matter. Delbruggc always 
carnes away his share of the blue ribbons and his share 
of the trophies a1id, worthily so. 

I remember the Odd Fcllo·ws Hall in Fairmont one 
foll. From out of an ante room came .a man carrying a 
huge basket of \\'onderful yellow Dahlias taller than the 
man. himself and e\'ery Dahlia bloom as large as :
cushion whereupon a queen might glory to sit. It was 
l~clbrugge carrying the finest specimens of Lord of 
.'Wim:m I have c~1~r seen. Blue ~ibbons for Delbruggc 
and his flo\\'crs? I hat basket received two blue ribbons! 
He can gro\v that flower more ncarlv to perfection than 
any Pther person I know. · 

1:-Iis Dahlia g•:rdcn, rO\v on row and up that hill that 
overlooks Mart111s Ferry, shows careful cultivation and 
choice selectivity. None but the best can be found 
there as .they strut their .n~a.gnificem beauty along and 
up the hill. A stranger \'ISltlllg l\lartins Ferry need not 
ask: ·'where docs Mr. Dclbrugcre liYc " His Dahlias 

"H . I t> say: ~re is \\' 1crc he Ji, · c~, come on in, the Dahlias 
are fine.' 

It is _pleasant to ~1 isit with the Dclbruggc's. To sit in 
the swrng on the side porch of the house and talk with 
M~·· and 1\ lrs. Dclbrugge makes an attractive afternoon. 
0~ ~Oursc, the COll\'Cl:Sation is liable to \' eer a "lcctlc 
mite tO\\'ard the Dahlia. It did when I was there. 

, I _ an.1. going to invite ~he folks t? visit the Dclbrugges 
,1t then home and Dahlia garden m Ma..rtins Fcrrv. I'll 
guarantee that the latch string will be out. · 

• 
Nam~ Tag your blooms for the ShO\\-. Help make the 

Show more attractfre and interesting to visitors. 

\ 

A Departnent Devoted to the Idea that Worth 
While Achievement in the Dahlia World Should Be 
RecoJnized, Even Tho' The Achiever is Not Often 

in the Headlines in the Dahlia Magazines. 

Furtcer Reports on "Men Who Have 
Gone Nuts About Dahlias" 

By Bruce D. Collins, D etroit 

Continuing with the list, which was started in the last 
issue we are going to nominate for our fourth member 
of this dub Jake Groll of Fenton Gardens Fenton 
1\'li chigan. '·Jake" has been growing Dahlias a long rime'. 
Formerly an expert electro-plater his health foiled, and 
he moved to a small farm on the edge of the town of 
Fenton. Here he grew Dahlias to his heart's content. 
Stories a~e told of Jake going to some of the growers 
and mak111g down payments on the new Dahlias, before 
they \Vere even really put on the market, which proves 
that the bug must have bitten him hard. Jake is one of 
our finest g~owers, a!1d ShO\v-men. No Show is quite 
complct~ without him, ~.nd he knows every Dahlia 
grower m the country. An expert judge, his services 
a.re sought by every Dahlia Show in this part of the 
country. 

For our fifth member of this club, we nominate our 
Vice-President, Mr. George Burkart of Port Huron 
Michigan. I don't know just how long Gcoro-c has bee~ 
growing them, bur it is mo long for som~ of us to 
remember, and perhaps George would just as well we 
\.vouldn't talk about that. An ardent fan, who knows 
how tn grow them, show them, and judge them. A 
sheet-metal master-craftsman by trade, he devotes a lot 
of his time to his commercial Dahlia business, and has 
put a number of fine originations on the market over a 
pe~i?d ~f years. You can always depend on a Burkart 
ong111at10n. A gentleman of the old school but with 
young ideas is George, and a visit with him: will con
vinse you that he knO\vs his Dahlias, and his Dahlia 
friends know him. 

J\1e?tion of the sixth member will recall many pleasant 
experiences. to the older gro_wcrs, as well as the younger 
ones. He JS Mr. Barton Elliott of Grand Haven, Michi
gan. _An execu_tivc of the Peerless GIO\'e Company of 
that ~tty, !~andlmg. the sales, and doing a s~vcll job of it 
too, Bart as he JS known to every Dahlia fan is one 
of the most critical and keen judges of a Dahli~ in the 
coun~ry. Just l~ow long 1'.e l,1as been growing them even 
he \nll not admit, and he 1sn t so very old either. Guess 
h~ must haYe started growing them. before he got out of 
kmdergarten. One of our most valuable members in 
th~t. he is endowed \Vith a keen business sense, and a flnc 
spmt of cooperation, we are glad that he lives in 
Michig~n, and you \vill agree with our feelings, once you 
meet lum. 



Akron Dahlia Society Show 
By F. V. R. Veirs 

Show time \viii soon be here, and this year the Akron 
Dahlia Society, departing from a very old custom, will 
hold ;'! strictly specimen bloom Show including baskets 
and the three bloom classes for disseminated and undis
scminarcd Dahlias. Although undissemirnued Dahlia~ 
have been shown in Akron for the last ten years, this is 
the first time the American Home AchieYe.ment Medal 
has been offered as the supreme award for the three besr 
blooms in the undisseminated classes, providing the 
lilooms are an outstanding addition to the Dahlia world 
and a named Dahiia. l f the winner in this class docs not 
prove ro be worthy of the award, the medal will be 
gi,·cn to the largest and best bloom in the Shaw. 

ln the early spring, the Executive and Show Com
mittees met at the beautiful home of Warren Shanna
brook on the Crnton-Akron road. That evening the 
Shm.v schedule was arranged and other Show arrange
ments were made. The meeting was adjourned for an 
cxc_cllem. lunch and everyone had a grand time roasting 
\vemcrs m the fireplace of the recreation room. 

The Akron Show will be held September 10th and 
1 1th in the Firseronc Building in connection with the 
Firestone .Flo·wer Clubs. Table decorations are pur
posely omitted from our schedule because of the conflict 
with the Flower Club's programs. Taking into consid
eration the fact that the Dahlia Show will be held with 
the Flower Club's, it should be the most beautiful Flower 
and Dahlia Show ever held in Akron and should attract 
more :flower lovers than ever before. Friends, we are 
proud of this s::bedule; and if you do not receive one, 
write to Mr. L. R. Davis, Secretary, 1895 Ford Avenue, 
Akron, Ohio. \Ne invite every Dahlia fan and flower 
lo·,.er to come and do not forget to bring those prize 
winning blooms! 

Probably the Dahlia weather could have been a little 
better, but in most sections of the middle west the rain 
has been plentiful. The weather was a little cool in 
June, but did you ever hear a Dahlia fan admit we had 
ideal Dahlia weather? 1 wonder how the beautiful 
blooms could mature in the atrocious weather the fans 
always claim to have had. 

Mrs. Charles Thomas of Emsley, Alabama, visited me 
this afternoon, and what a gra1;d woman and Dahlia 
t!nthusiast she is. She told me about Norman Lefkovits 
President of the Alabama Dahlia Society. I will use he; 
O'.rn words to describe him. "Oh, Mr. Veirs, l\lr. Lef
kovirs is one of the grandest men in the world. He 
w<?uld. give a ten dollar plant to anyone who would 
enioy tt, and he works for the good of the Society all 
the rime and does the nicest things for all of us." That 
tells the story of the Alabama Society. They have a 
membership of more than two hundred members, most 
?~ whom are regular attendants at the meetings. Mrs. 
l homas remarked that the membership has dedicated it
self to helping each other in every ·way possible and to 
demonstrate to the people of the whole community that 
Dahlias can be grown successfullv in the hot clim~te of 
Alabama. · 

At a recent meeting of the Dahlia Society of Ohio, 
Mr. H. ~· Robens proposed to have the Society take 
motion pictures of the Dahlias in this vicinity and try to 
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make arrangements with other societies all <ffcr the 
countrv to do the same in their Yicinity and then in the 
winter. exchange the films. Tn that way members of the 
nirious socicti~s would not onlv haYe ·wonderful enter
tainment, but we could all se.c the Dahlias from the 
Atlantic ro the Pacific as they actually grow. No action 
\Vas taken on this suggestion, but it is a great idea. Mr. 
Cowie, Vice-President of the Dahlia Society of Ohio. 
\\·ill take plenty of pictures this fall, and I ~m sure his 
film ,,·ill ~e available for exch~ngc. If iVlr. Robens ' plan 
were c;1rned om, a closer u111on of all Dahlia societies 
could be formed. 

So far, this has been a very successful year for the 
Akron Dahlia Society. Our root and plant sale was 
,,·ell attended and it netted quite a nice sum for the 
Society. At this same meeting Mr. Cowie showed his 
111orion pi ctures of Dahlias grown last fall. Some of the 
picrnr~s. were taken in color and were really beautiful. 
These pictures are very complete, showing various stages 
of growth. They show growing of the plants in the 
greenhouse of E. ]. \Vind, Dahlias in full bloom from 
several gardens and finally the digging of the roots. At 
the i\llay meeting, Mr. John Zazo told us how to grow 
real specimen blooms. 

Fans, do nut forget that the great Mid \ Nest Show will 
be held in Detroit Saturday and Sunday the 24th and 
25th or September. The Akron, Ohio, Toledo and the 
Ohio Valley Societies will be there in full force as well 
as most of the other societies in the mid west. 

\Ve beli~ve a~1d hope this will be the greatest Show 
ever held rn this sectmn of the country; it will be a 
gre~t g<Hhe~ing of commercial gro,_";.1ers, amateurs, 
novices, officials of the A. D. S. and affiliated societies. 

• • • 
PRIZE COMMITTEE APPEAL 

The schedule for our Show is indeed complete and 
that means of course that many prizes will be needed. 

.Appreciating the present economic situation your com
m1ttee nevertheless must secure these prizes so necessary 
for the success of the Show. · 

\Ve appe~l to th.ose who have unfailingly supported 
our efforts m prev10us years and also to the members 
who may not have had this opportunity heretofore. 

To the donors of ten dollars, twenty-five tickets to the 
Show \•.:ill be forwarded; twelve tichts for five dollar 
donations; six. for those sending $2 .50. No amount is 
too small to be greatly appreciated. 

Contributions to this fund, also the Derrill \V. Hart 
Memorial Award Fund should be sent to Albert Schus
ter, 46 Alexine Road, East Rockaway, L. I., N. Y. 

Dahlia of the Future -Cont. from p. 19 
and much desired blue Dahlia. One day the writer was 
in Mr. \V. G. Sale's garden and saw on the ground a 
discarded bloom that was the nearest to blue he had seen. 
Upon asking its name \\'e were told it was Blue River. 
so it is evident ti.tat one of these days we are going to 
have a blue Dahlia and it may be scented. 

Another new English creation is a double Orchid and 
before long we may have many new varieties that will 
quickly find favor. 
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THE JOB OF THE SECRETARY 
BY ROBERT A. VOGEL 

Secretary-Treasurer of the Peekskill Dahlia Society 

An organization of the progressive type must be 
founded on several commonsense principles, such as: an 
enthusiastic membership with no individual selfishness, 
leaders that are diplomatic and conservative with a desire 
to cooperate with other societies that have banded to
gether for the same cause, and one that strives to build 
up a treasury of sufficient funds to act as a backbone of 
the organization to overcome emergencies. 

The part of the cast acted by the secretary of an or
ganization is principally behind the scenes. It is not 
only the reading of minutes or following instructions as 
outlined by the By-Laws, but requires constant thought 
::ind action to improve conditions and keep the member
ship satisfied and contented. 

An organization should be based on sound business 
principles, having for its secretary one qualified in the 
fundamentals of accounting, in order to submit accurate 
and intelligent reports; one of congenial habits, who can 
mix ·with all types and classes of personalities with whom 
contact is necessary. 

Jn many organizations it has been deemed advisable to 
combine the offices of Secretary and Treasurer into one 
office to facilitate the financial work involved and to dis
pose of same in an expedient manner. Such organiza
tions should insist on a monthly financial report audited 
by a financial committee in addition to the annual audit 
of accounts. 

A budget plan is very desirable to control the expendi
tures of an organization based on the balance of fonds 
carried over from the previous year and the amount to 
be kept in reserve. Of course, it is understood that a 
Society to follow such a plan must be conservative to 

gain the amount desired for rcsen·e and to keep the 
budget in balance. 

It is also dcsir:ible to charge a yearly rate of deprecia
tion on all tangible assets, such as tables, vases, etc., used 
for Show purposes and other property belonging to the 
Society and should be kept in a separate fond for use 
when replacements arc made, to avoid a large expendi
ture of current funds. 

Perhaps this is asking too much of the average secre
tary. The inrention behind it all is only food for 
thought and the advice intended only for the good that 
may be found in the reading of this article to meet 
individual circurnsta.nces. 

In addition, the secretary's duty is to keep the mem
bership informed as to the meetings and activities, to 
.1ssist the committees to perform their work in connec
tion with social functions and the sponsoring of ex
hibitions; to keep the name of the Society before the 
public by means of various publicity and to cociperate 
with the parent Society if such affiliation is made. In 
these duties the secretary reaJly goes to work. Corres
pondence and personal contacts nc\·er cease as the ball 
must be kept roJJing throughout the year if the Society 

is expected to receive full cooperation from those in thP 
Sf me field of endeavor. 

Jn the writing of th!s article the au:hor rcali~es chat 
there are varying conditions in Societies. Wh:ttever the 
condition may be, it can be improved by the secretary 
if he is able to convince the membership as to the objects 
in view and the benefits derived therefrom. 

After five years of work in the direction as outlined 
herewith, the result to the writer is very gratifying and 
caking into consideration the many friends made during 
this period, it has been an inspiration to continue such 
work for the good of the Dahlia and Gladiolus. 

Thinking ahead for greater objectives and further 
progress appears to be the job of a secretary and worthy 
projects should be fully substantiated by the Society 
represented. Progressive planning means a Progressive 
Organization. 

• • • 
Your Part in the Expansion of the 

A.D.S. 
During the rest of the summer and faJl many friends 

will be ,·isiting your gardens to see your Dahlias. Are 
these visitors all members of the American Dahlia 
Society? \Ve would be perfectly safe in saying that 
many of them are not, but arc just waiting for you to 
invite them ro join. 

\ V c who are members know that we will be doing a 
good turn when we extend the invitation. '.Ve know 
the good work being done by the Society in the interest 
of the Dahlia and that this good work can be even better 
if the membership js larger. 

\Von'r you take this message ;1s a personal message? 
It is only by the cooperation of the individuals who 
make up the membership of the American Dahlia 
Society that we can hope to build up the membership 
to its proper size. 

\Ve know that the Buu.ETIN alone is worth more than 
the ~z.oo membership dues, but our non-member friends 
don't know it. \Von't you spread the good word and 
extend the invitation to join to all with whom you come 
in contact? It will help you whether you are amateur 
or commercial. You won't need any special application 
f<;>rms, just \\Tite the names and addresses on a plain 
piece of paper and fonnrd to Mr. C. Louis Alling, 25r 
Court Street, \Vest Hann, Connecticut, along with the 
~ i.oo for each membership. 

\' ou and l get a lot more kjck: out of this Dahlia game 
l>ecausc we are members. Let's get still more kick out 
of it by having our friends on the inside too. We will 
Lie doing a good turn to our friends, ourselves and to 
the Society. The more members there are the more the 
Society has to do "vith and the final result is a better 
Socict~· :rnd ;1 better Bt1l.l.ET1:-.1 and better Dahlias. 

Roy H. lVebb, Cbair111a11. 
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Scranton, Pennsylvania, Show 
This will be our Eighth Annual Show September r 3th 

and 14th and wiJl be held in YVashburn Street Presby
terian Church, corner of \Vashburn Street and Hyde 
Park Avenue, Scranton, Pennsylnmia. Each year the 
Show keeps getting bigger and better. Last 'year we 
used twenty-four judges in reams of three to judge the 
Show. Our schedule this year \.vill contain wcJl over 
400 classes, covering everything from Dahlias to table 
decorations. Ours is by far the largest and best Fall 
Show held in northeastern Pennsylvania. This year we 
are breaking down the Dahlia clas~es into a class for each 
color of each type, somewhat after the manner of the 
A. D. S. schedule, only this year we will have a more 
complete sshedule for the amateurs than any schedule 
we have ever seen. \V c will have a section for the 
novice, known as A-A. Another section for amateurs 
who grow under 1 50 hills and still another section for 
the amatl.:Ufs who grow more than 1 50 hills. Also a 
section for seedlings and other special classes like the 
American Home Achievement and House Beautiful 
Dahlia Futurity. 

The competition, with the exception of the special 
classes in Section C, arc open to amateurs only. Frankly, 
and I say this with all respect to the A. D. S., we show 
more blooms in the amateur sections than New York 
ShO\VS. 

Last year \Ve awarded 1 ,500 ribbons and many stock 
and trophy prizes. Our Show Committee is made up of 
about coo men and women who really work, work at 
the time of the Show as "\veil as for months in advance 
of the Show making personal calls on friends asking 
them to bring their blooms to our Show. Last year 
exhibitors came from all over the northeastern quarter 
of Pennsylvania. Jn addition \Varren Maytrott came up 
from Vineland with a commercial display and helped 
with the judging. 

A cordial invitation is extended to all amateur flower 
growers to be with us and exfobit. There is no entry 
fee and. all competition is open to all amateurs. The 
commercial growers are also invited to be with us and 
exhibit in the open to all classes, also to place a com
mercial display in the main room of our Show. There 
has never been any charge for floor space, but space is 
get:ting to the stage where we may have to charge a 
small fee for commercial space. 

Joe \N. Round of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, died on 
August 4th and was buried the following day. l\!Ir. 
Round was an interested follower of the Dahlia and 
grew quite a number of them. He was an active mem
ber of the \Vest Virginia Dahlia Society and of the 
\Vestern Pennsylvania branch of the American Dahlia 
Society. His life and activities among flowers will be 
greatly missed by his wide circle of friends. He was 
the proprietor of The Glad Gardens in Pitrsburgh. 

The American Dahlia Society 

Varieties Eligible for House Beautiful 
Futurity Medal 

Many Dahlia Shows, large and small will include in 
their schedules a new class: "Six blooms of one or more 
than ouc nriety selected for the 'Dahlia Futurity' by 
]. YV. Johnston, as published in the December, 1937, 
issue of Howe Beautiful." 

The winner in this class will be awarded the House 
Beautiful Medal. 

\Vith the view of preventing misunderstandings, we 
list the varieties of that selection. These are the only 
varieties which may be entered in this special class: 

Adolf 11vlayer, Ada Hoffman, Bernice Geer, Bobby 
Carroll, Carl G. Da/Jl, Crescendo, Cbris, Dandy, Director 
l\llars/Jall A. Howe, Ellen Farr, E. Tolan, Freda George, 
Germaine, G. TV. H11tc/Jinso11, Golden Bounty, H11m-
111ing Bird, Jim Baxter, Julius C. Bunge, Kentucky Da·wn, 
Kemp's Golden Giant, Koongarra Glory, Katie K, King's 
Ramom, Kemp's Ruffied Beauty, Lewsi G. Bolton, Lime
light, Lynn B. Dudley, Lolette, Little Surprise, Maureen, 
McKay's Purity, 1Vlrs. M. TV. Clements, Mildred Pote, 
i'vlc'llarc/J of the East, 0. 0. Mclmyre, Orange Gold 
Giant, Pink Fantasy, Preakness, Pi11k Lassie, Primrose, 
Ros.'V Jvlorn, Sunrays, Snowsprite, Straig/Jt's TVhite, 
Sylvia, Sleepy Hollow, Sable, Scarlet Jersey Beauty, 
Shirokane, Vin TV ell Bittersweet, Zuiwn. 

• • • 
Workers-All 

Ir has been said that the Show Committee of the A. D. 
S., many of whom have long experience, consists of 
workers only. 

A ne\V member, Mr. Henry Olsen of Flushing, L. I., 
was appointed to this committee early in the spring. 
One week later Mr. Olsen, working in conjunction with 
another amateur Dahliaist, \.Vesley J. Kloss, forwarded 
to our Show Manager complete· floor plans drawn to 
scale of the several rooms in the Concourse Plaza Hotel 
where the Show will be held. These arc the finest sets 
of plans ever placed in the hands of l\tlanager Edward B. 
Lloyd and arc proving very helpful in his arduous task. 
The A. D. S. congratulates these younger men who gave 
so willingly of professional ability, time and not a Jirtle 
expense, all for the benefit of the Dahlia . 

• 
NEW VARIETY REGISTRATIONS 
Application has been made, with the customary fee of 

$1 .oo, to register the follmving name. If no prior rights 
exist and there is no valid objection voiced within a 
reasonable length of time registration will be considered 
made. 

JAMBOREE. Informal decorative. Red and white. By 
Downs Dahlia Farms, Clayton, New Jersey. 

JEFFERSONIAN. [nformal decorati\'e. Pure orchid. By 
Ross H. Dorff, East Liverpool, Ohio. 
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Experiments On the Control of European 
Corn Borer Being Extensively Carried 

On by the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture 

Dahlia growers in the eastern states wiH be interested 
to know that the Federal Bureau of Entomology and 
Plant Quarantine is conducting extensive field tests of 
Yarious insecticides and spreaders for the control of the 
corn borer at New Haven, Connecticut. 

Although started very late in the season the work has 
been vigorously pushed so that by August 1 ith, when we 
had the pleasure of inspecting the planting, the plants 
had made a very healthy and rapid growth and averaged 
thirty inches or more in height. The planting consists 
of about two thousand roots arranged in experimental 
plots which are being sprayed or dusted with various 
kinds of insecticides with the purpose in view of finding 
a material \Vhich is easily applied and available to all 
who gro'v Dahlias. 

The plants have not been topped or disbudded so that 
the borers will have every opportunity to find ample 
feeding as it is their habit to enter and work on the 
young growth. If an insecticide is effective under these 
conditions it will surely give ample protection under 
methods used by the average back yard grower. 

A most interesting phase of the work has been the 
cooperative \Vay in which the work is being done. The 
roots for the plantings were supplied by commercial 
growers, and members of the A. D. S. located in New 
Jersey, New York, Connecticut, and Ohio. l\1ore than 
forty varieties of many fine varieties have been con
tributed. 

Of course, such plot arrangements as are used in spray 
and dust experiments require a large amount of labor and 
labor expense. Accurate count of all infestation must 
be made as well as great care must be taken in the 
application of the sprays. This has been solved through 
another coiiperative arrangement which has been made 
with the National Youth Administration, which has pro
vided a selected group of young men and women of 
post High School age to take care of the plots and to 
make the many records so necessary in the work. 

The officials in charge of the National Youth project 
have expressed themselves as being delighted with the 
opportunity to place the young people in work covering 
such a pleasant environment as caring for flowers and 
have extended every possible courtesy. The workers 
themselves have developed a great interest in the Dahlias 
and bid fair to become real "dyed in the wool" Dahlia 
fans. , 

The entire project is under the supervision of our good 
friend, Dr. C. H. Batchelder, who has already given us 
much information on the control of the corn borer. Our 
thanks is also due to the Bureau of Entomology and 
Plant Quarantine in authorizing this control project 
which we feel sure will eventually provide means of 
holding this troublesome pest in check. 

Finest California Dahlia Seed 
Excellent results of our customers' 

tests are the proof 

Advance Price List Now A'vailable 

RUSCHMOHR DAHLIA GARDENS 
3 8 \1 INCENT STREET 

RocKVILLE CENTRE, L. I., N . Y. 

RESOLVED 
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That the Camden Dahlia and Horticultural Society 
having learned with profound sorrow of the passing of 
their friend and fellow co-worker in Horticulture: 

LEONARD BARRON 

Tm:REFORE BE IT RESOLVED: that being keenly sensible 
of the great loss which has been sustained by the Dahlia 
fraternity and being desirous of expressing our lasting 
appreciation of the valuable services rendered by Mr. 
Leonard Barron to our Society in such an uncommon 
degree; 

i\No BE IT FuRn-1ER RESOLVED: that we, the Camden 
Dahlia and Horticultural Society, express our deep regret 
for the loss of our beloved co-worker, and extend our 
heartfelt sympathy to the members of his family in their 
bereavement and a copy of this resolution be spread 
upon the minutes of the Camden Dahlia and Horticul
tural Society and a copy be sent to Mrs. Barron and to 
the American Dahlia Society to be placed in the official 
Bur.LEnN. 

George TV. G!rtdiug. 

Anybody Need a Show Manager? 
The A. D. S. marching on a broad program has many 

problems and can always use additional recruits ro help 
hold the pace. But there is no problem regarding the 
management of our Shows. Perhaps the most involved 
and largest, the A. D. S. Show is capably managed by 
Edward B. Lloyd. £,·er genial Ed. never gets ruffled 
or impatient and docs his job with such quiet efficiency 
as to make it appear positively easy! .Mr. Lloyd is a 
born organizer. 

This year he will handle as usual the New York Show. 
As though that were not sufficient he will after the close 
of the Show, step across to his own State of New Jersey 
and manage their large Show at Summit, N. J., on Sep
tember 27th and 28th. 

Perhaps the reason he will not handle half a dozen 
more is si~nply because others neglected to ask him-at 
least that is our guess. 
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Our Great Granddads Knew How to 
Winter Dahlia Roots 

Through the kindness and thoughtfulness of Edward 
M. Keck, noted Dahlia exhibitor of vVhite Haven, Penn
sylvania, your editor is in possession of an original copy 
of Tbe Country Gentlenur:n, published at Albany, N. Y., 
November 25, 1858. In this issue of eighty years ago 
appears a question from A. L. Wood of Iron Furnaces, 
Ohio, asking how may Dahlia roots be best kept through 
the winter. 

The answer- Frost is certain death to the Dahlia, but 
the roots may be easily kept in a good cellar- if the 
temperature is only a few degrees above freezing, all the 
better. Jf the humidity of the cellar is just right, the 
roots \vjll keep well, laid simply on a board or shelf. 
If too moist they will mould and if a furnace is in the 
cellar they will probably shrivel too much. Hence, for 
the two latter causes, it is best to box them in dry sand. 
It would be best to avoid a very damp cellar, and place 
the sand box in a central closet not reached by frost. 

In 1938, eighty years later, has any expert a better 
method to relate than Great Granddad? 

• • • 
Mr. Raymond Sparks, of Sparks Dahlia Gardens, 

Columbus, Indiana, has been very seriously ill and has 
been confined to the Mayo Clinic and St. Mary's Hos-· 
pital for some time. 

\Ne wish Mr. Sparks a speedy recovery and hope to 
see him at the Show next month. He will no doubt be 
pleased to hear from any of his Dahlia friends. 

• • • 
Visit the Shows-invite your friends; 

then make a tour of as many gardens as 
you can. 

Dahlia Lovers! 
[f you are particular about the quality and 

vigor of roots and plants, it will pay you to 

gi,·e us a trial order. Clumps at digging time. 

• 
SPARKS DAHLIA GARDENS 

(llU Hutchins Colun1l1111o1, Indlann 

OU'l'S'l'ANDING DAHLIAS 

New and recent introductions in clumps at dig
in.i; time. We have had the beHt season in years 
and the:;;e C'lumpi-; should bP he:-1vy. 

l•'. \'. H. Vli:IHS .. ~ SONS 

7JS Linwood Avenue, S. "\V. Cnntou, Ohio 

The American Dahlia Society 

Miniatures and Porns Muster Strength 
To perse\·ere means to eventually win favor or suc

cess. \Nell, this is just what the little types of Dahlias 
have been doing these many years until now they hold 
and command the attention of thousands where only a 
couple of years ago they were submerged because of the 
maddening desire on the part of most all growers to 
obtain size. Quality usually tells, this goes in the Dahlia 
culrnre as truly as in a stock show or a bar examination. 
There are factors that have brought about this change 
vvhich must be recognized. It has always been said that 
the Dahlia is a man's flower, but that is today in error 
to a certain degree. The ladies have stepped into the 
picture in their demands that unless a flower can be 
used for decorative purposes and lend to good color 
harmony it could nor e\·cr hope to meet with popular 
favor. Another factor that was Yery important; a 
flower must withstand handling and keep fresh for 
several days to gain favor. Here is where the miniature 
has met these cirnllenges and won a pla.:.:e alongside the 
best iu floral culture. 

Today there arc hundred of varieties of miniature 
Dahlias· that arc replicas of the larger types of Dahlias. 
Finer stems, more substance of blooms, entire spectrum 
of color (except blue), easier to grow, take less space 
and produce far more beautiful blooms throughout the 
season. r\s a Show flower it is gaining rapidly. Classes 
that were never heard of before are being incorporated 
in Show programs and these classes arc ever increasing 
in popularity. 

These little Dahlias resemble various types of flowers, 
some being aster in appearance, others rose-like, still 
others like mums and marigolds, not to mention a dupli
cation of all the types known in the larger decoratives 
and cactus. \Vhere a limited amount of money is to be 
expended, little space aYailable, minimum amount of 
labor available, abundant amount of bloom, keeping 
quality, color and types, the ans\vcr to all this is the 
1\1 tNI ATURE. 

Development of many American varieties and the 
importation of many foreign varieties has accelerated 
the desire on the part of the flower loving public to 
give miniatures and pompon Dahlias a choice place in 
their choosing. 

G. A. Ric!Jardso11. 

• • • 
New York Show Publicity 

If all the members of the A. D. S. could sec the way 
Publicity Chairman Fred J. Knocke of New York City is 
working hour after hour during the hottest spell New 
York has experienced in years, we feel certain that that 
committee would immediately consist of all the mem
bers. Capably assisted by Edward J. O'Keefc, Mr. 
Knocke is turning in a very effective job which will 
surely bring results. 

Members! \.Vill you not do your foll share by pub
licizing the Show in your own community and invite 
soml.: of vour friends to attend. This Show can break 
ali reconis if we will catch the spark of our committee's 
diligent enthusiasm. 



BULLETIN for August, 1930 11 

News and Notes of the Affiliated Societies 
NEW AFFILIATED SOCIETIES 

Since the last BuLLETIN appeared we have had the 
pleasure of welcoming three new affiliated societies. The 
Alaba.ma State Fair of Birmingham, Alabama, who is 
plannmg on running a Dahlia Shovv in connection with 
their fair. Mr. . P. T .. Strieder,. is Secretary-Manager. 
The \Vestport Connecticut Horticultural Society is an
other n~w c?mer.. Mr. Sidney Doggett of vVestport, 
Connecncu_t, is their Sec1~etary._ From vVest Virginia we 
have the h .. anawha Dahlia Society of which Mrs. Alvin 
McCall is Secretary. Her address is 735 Mvrtle Avenue, 
Charleston, \Vest Virginia. · 

• 
Alabama Dahlia News 

Six months of 1938 having passed finds the Dahlia 
Socie~y of Alabama .still enthusiastically at the job of 
growmg b~tter D,1hl1as. Under the capable leadership 
of the .President, Mr. N ~rman Lefkovits, much progress 
has been made. Splendid programs have featured the 
meetings. The programs have proved to be both in
forming and practica~. New members are being added 
at nearly ~~ery meenng .. The program for the August 
meetmg will be of an urnque type, for at this time the 
officers and committee chairmen wm have their places 
filled by their ·wives and other women members of the 
Society. The second issue of the Cut-TV orm has recent
ly come off the press. In it were found Show dates of 
all the Fall Slim.\'S, north, east, mid west and south. An 
article gave detailed cultural instructions and notes on 
pest and disease control. All sorts of interesting items 
were to be found, even to the "Plaint of the Dahlia 
\i\iidow' ' by Mrs. H. G. Simpson (wife of chairman of 
Publicity Committee). 
\,Ve \Vives are all "widows" l've found 
For our husbands will "Dahlia" around 
\.Vith Joan, Kitty Mac, Frau Bracht and the rest· 
vVc don't sec a show, we're never well dressed ' 
The. ~1oncy all goes for peat moss and such, 
Fcrnlizcrs, clumps, sprays-it all beats the Dutch, 
ln our ovens their sand they must sterilize 
So this Dahlia or that will· win a grand prize. 
Do we hear their loYing words Jr's hey bring me my 

spray 
l must get those red spiders, they've about ruined me 

toda ,_ 
Let's hurry and eat, then we '11 go on a lark 
Of planting those Dahlias before it gets dark. 

. The new Trial Grounds are proving to be of great 
mtcr~st to all rnembers; 375 stakes ha\·e been planted 

The best European Dahlia Novelties as well as the 
leading standard varieties are listed in our illus
trated catalogue. Write for it now. 

GOE MANS-VISSER 
t1ILLEGOM tJOLLA~V 

and m~st of the plants arc grovving nicely. Mr. T. M. 
Floyd 1s really proud of the progress being made. 

Dr .. H. C. Rike, the capable show chairman, and his 
C(~mmmee haYe completed plans for the Fall Show. Dr. 
Rike says: "Growing conditions in AJabama have been 
as near ideal as possible for the 1938 season. The Show 
~o~m.nittee h_as ~1ade a tour of all the gardens in the 
"~icmi~y of Birmmgba'.11 and is very optimistic about the 
I< all Shew>. Reservation of the entire second floor of 
the Thomas Jefferson Hotel has been made for October 
11th .. On .this cl.are b!ooms of nearly every 1938 intro
duction ·will be 111 evidence on the Show tables as well 
as all other recent introductions. The undisscminated 
classes promise. to bri1~g .forth many surprises. In the 
selecnon of this years iudgcs there is no room for 
1rnprovcme~1t. M~. and ~frs. Raymond Sparks of Col
u_mbus, ln<liana, will be With us again, as wm Mr. \V. H. 
l\..cnncdy and Dr. E. S. Landess of Tennessee, Mr. Nor
man LaMottc, Mr.. David Long and Mr. B. E. Phillips 
of Atlanta, Georgia, and last but nor least Mr. Oliver 
Shurtleff of Fairmont, \Vest Virginia. Show schedules 
may b~ obtained by addressing the Secretary, C. G. 
Goodwin, 1812 Avenue E Ensley, Birmingham, ·Alabama. 

• 
Baltimore Show 

\ 'Ve announce with pleasure that our Fall Show will 
be held in Baltimore's largest hall- the 5th lVfarvland 
Regiment Armory. Through the cooperation of .Gov
ernor Nice and General Reckord and the efforts of our 
own meml~ers, Harry Rosenberger anJ Herb Aburn, we 
secured this hall and our thanks go out to these gentle
men. Show Chairman George Schirmer announces the 
dates as S~nday and Monday, September 18th and 19th, 
and promises one of the largest Shows in the east with 
some l1C\v innovations. Admission will be free and com
merci;Jl g:owers are requeste~ to contact George Schir
mer or ~arl . Loller for an mtcrcsting proposition for 
commercial displays. Cash prizes will be offered to the 
three best commercial displays. The Armory js located 
to the north of the business district with uniimited free 
parking and easily acccssable ro street cars, buses, rail
roads, and taxi service. \Ve plan to use the lower hall 
(no steps). a~d delivery of djsplays can be made right to 
the <loor- ·ms1de door. \Vhile \Ve have an immense floor 
space we are sure we will have the largest and best dis
play of flowers to date anywhere. Last Sunday, June 
26th: under glorious skies our Society gave its annual 
p1c111c at member Noffsinger's-Alta Orchards Farm
about twelve miles north of Baltimore. \.Vith an eleva
tion of 659 feet on the lawn at Alta Orchard-a delicrht
ful breeze completed a most successful picnic. Cr~dit 
for the untiring efforts of Mrs. Gossmann and her asso
ciates mus_r be given for t1:e wonderful affair. And gen
erous pr:use must be lavished on our President Nick 
Gossmann, who has remade our Society with sncl~ jnno
vations as motion pictures and a Rose Show at our last 
meeting. 

(Continued on following page) 
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ALLIN G'S 
Watch for our new introductions at the 

Shows 

Send for our 1939 catalogue ready in 
February 

C. LOUIS ALLING 
251 B. Court Street West Haven, Conn. 

Commercial I lahl ia Growers Member National Association DAHLIAS 

$50.00 
CASH PRIZE 

for best 

UNDISSEMINATED DAHLIA 
No limit to number of entries 

$1.00 for each en try 

Entry fee must be in hands of Secretary 
C. Bradford Brown, 317 3Hh Street, North 
Berg:n. N. ].. not later than September 15th. 

Special Committee will receive and set up 
out of town blooms. Send to 

ENGLEWOOD DAHLIA SOCIETY 
DAHLIA SHOW 

September 17th and 18th, 1938 

LIBERTY SCHOOL 
Palisade A venue and Tenafly Road 

Englewood, New Jersey 

Exhibits must be in place by 2 :00 o'clock 
September 17th. Open to public :5 :00 P. M. 
and all day Sunday. 

Admission Free-Send for Program 

ACHIEVEMENT DAHLIA NOVEL TIES 

Send for Catalogue 

ESTABLISHl\fENT l\IAX 

D(I lloule,·nr<l Dlllerot Paris, Frnn<•e 

DAHLIA CLUMPS 
Outstanding Varieties 

LAKEWOOD DAHLIA GARDENS 

1654 MARS AVENUE LAKEWOOD, Omo 

The American Dahlia Society 

\Ve extend an irwitation to all Dahlia fans to v1s1t us 
especially for our Fall Show. \Ve arc happy to an
noun ce chat our Financial Secretary, H. 0. Gabrielson, 
has recovered from his recem illness and his smiling face 
is vvith us again. The writer recently visited Earl Loller, 
originator of Mary Ellen, Jim lvloore and others and Jo 
and behold the seedling bug has bitten Earl-and look 
out for some new :fine creations. vVe in Baltimore are 
proud of our boys who bring out the new and finer 
ones--i\larvin Shipley (Du B017net), Nick Scheel (Julia 
S.), Bill Bochau (Opal, Mother Maytrott), Harrv Quick 
(a list too long to cite) and some others. · 

\Ve ha\·e made to order weather in and around Balti
more- enough rain and just enough bright sunshine-and 
cool nights. Barring some unforeseen and changeable 
mood of Dame Nature-all signs portc.nd to one of Balti
more's best seasons for Dahlias. Visit us for our Fall 
Show and include \Nashington, D. C., in your trip-the 
boys in the National Capitol put on a real :fine Show. 
Those Dahlia fans visiting the east in September can 
include such fine Dahlias Shows as Philadelphia, Camden 
;ind New York. 

john H. Nolte, C/Jairma11 Execmh1e Committee. 

• 
Racine County Dahlia Society 

The Racine County Dahlia Society of Racine, \Viscon
sin, is one of our newest affiliated societies. They are 
planning a fine Show in Memorial Hall of that city on 
September roth- r 1th. Their Secretary is Mrs. George 
Rudat of 2012 Quincy Avenue, who will be glad to 
supply schedules or other information. 

• 
· Central States Dahlia Society 

The Central States Dahlia Society's Se,·enth Annual 
Dahlia Show will be held at Garfield Park Conservatory, 
Chicagu, Illinois, on Saturday, Septebmer 17th, and Sun·
day, September 18th. 

The Central States 1938 Dahlia Futurity will be one 
of the major features, also \\·e haYe The lfouse Beamiful 
Dahlia Fumrit~· and a Special Six-Bloom Class open to 
amateurs only. Our undisscminatcd three-years old or 
older class h·as been altered so that the 1Viedal can be 
awarded to each formal, informal, semi-cactus and cactus 
varieties, if in the opinion of the judges they are 
worthy. The above is covered by Sections K, L, Q and 
\V, of our premium schedule, copy of which may be 
had on request. 

\Ve anticipate a Yery fine Show and particularly invite 
fans from other societies to visit us at the Show. 

H. L. Fra'll'::er, Show Chairman. 

• 
Kansas City Dahlia Society 

At the last meeting of the Kansas City Dahlia Society 
it was voted to change the name of the Society to: Th.e 
Missouri Valley Dahlia Society. 

T. S. DeVault, Secretary, 
1206 Rowland, Kansas City, Kansas. 
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Peekskill Dahlia and Gladiolus Society 
The si .~th Annual Peekskill Flm\·cr Show, sponsored 

bv this society and the Garden Club of Peekskill will be 
h~ld on Friday, September 16, 1938, at the New York 
State Armory, \Vashington Street, Peekskill, N. Y., be
tween the hours of 3 :oo P. M. and 10:00 P. M. 

Many exhibitors know the reputation the Peekskill 
Show has earned by exhibitions of merit. We expect 
that the 1938 Show will uphold such reputation. Our 
schedule should entice all Dahlia and Gladiolus enthus
iasts, within a large radius of the Exhibition Hall, to 
bring their blooms. 

If interested, send for a schedule, your name and 
address on a postal card to the secretary will suffice. 

R. A. Vogel, Secretary-Treasurer. 

• 
Englewood Dahlia Society, Englewood, 

New Jersey 
Tlic Englewood Dahlia Society voted at its June meet

ing to offer a $so cash prize for the best undisseminated 
Dahlia, one bloom, which will be shown at our Annual 
Fall Flower Show, to be held September 17th and 18th 
in the Liberty School, Palisade A\'enuc and Tenaflv 
Road, Fngkwood, N.]. • 

The objc ::t of this offer is to stimulate the growing of 
seedlings among Dahlia growers, both professional and 
amateur. Also to arouse the interest of other flower 
gro\\'ers into rhc growing of Dahlias. 

The award will be made to a new variety of adequate 
merit, distinction, and no\·clt)' ; ha\·ing a new and out
standing indiYidualitv as compared with existing \ 'a
ricrics. ~The a\\'ard cannot be made to a seedling that is 
already on the m:ukct. ONE BLOOJ\ I on long stem 
must be entered spe ::: ifi :::ally for this a\\'ard. As many 
entries mav be made as desired; $1.00 fee for each entrv 
must be i"n the hands of the Sc::::rcrarv, C. Bradford 
Brown, 317 Hth Street, North Bergen, ·N. J., not later 
than September I sch. 

\\"hen mailing entry please accompany same with the 
amount of vour entrv fee of $1.00 for each entrv by 
either chccl~, postal nioncy order, or American r~xpress 
money order. Cash should be sent b)· registered mail. 
'No stamps a:::ccptcd. 

Each emrv must h;wc the name and address of the 
originator bl1t it is not nc:::ess<Hy for him to have grown 
the tlo\\ er. 

A special committee \\'ill recciYc out-of-town blooms. 
They will be properly cared for and set up in time for 
the judging. Those nearby who prefer to bring and set 
up their O\\·n blooms must have their exhibits .in place 
by 2:00 P. i\J. Saturday, September 17th. 

The E.nglc\\·ood Dahlia Society, Fourteenth Annual 
Fall Flower Show will be held September 17th and 18th 
at the Li berry Schoo], Palisade A Yenuc and Tenaflv 
Road, Engle\\~ood, N. J ., where aJl blooms will be re
cci\·ed either from out-of-town or local exhibitors. 

The Show will be open to the general public at 5 :oo 
P. M. Saturday, September 17th, and all day Sunday, 
September 18th. It will close at 11 :oo P. M. on Saturday 
and 6:0(\ P. M. on Sunday. Admission free. · 

There will be about eighty different classes at our 
Fall flower Show. About fifrv will be Dahlias and 
thirty other sniall flowers. \Ve. ha\·e a class to please 
almost everyone. 

Prizes wiil be gi\·cn out at 5: oo P. M. Sunday, Septem
ber 18th, by some of the distinguished men of che city. 
The ~50 prize will be awarded to the winner, if present, 
and if not will be sent by registered mail to the lucky 
person. 

No bloom will be allowed to be set up on the Show 
table unless entry has been received by Secretary by 
Septemuer 15th. Send entry to the Secretary, C. Brad
ford Bro\\·n, 317 34th Street, North Bergen, N. J. Send 
blooms to Englewood Dahlia Society, Liberty School, 
Palisade Avenue and Tenafly Road, Englewood, N. ]. 

\Ye ha\·c arranged for three very prominent judges to 
judge this special class. 

C. Bradford Brow'll, Secretary . 

• 
Hagerstown Dahlia Society 

The Hagersto\\·n Dahlia Society announ::::es their Tenth 
Dahlia Show will again be held in the State Armory, p8 
North Potomac Street, Hagerstown, J\llarylancl, Septem
ber 22 and 23, 1938. 

\Ve arc planning to make this year's Show the largest 
the Society has ever held. The Hagerstown Dahlia 
Society welcomes all amateur and commercial growers. 
Classification lists and rules are available to anyone by 
\\Tiring the Secrctan' of the Society. 

H. K. Ra;mburg, Secreta°'ry, 
S7 TVayside A'Z.'em1e, Hagerstowu, 1\!larJ1l.md. 

Controls 
LEAF HOPPERS-THRIPS 
APHIDS-WHITE FLIES 

and many other 

DAHLIA PESTS 
Here's America's FIRST-aid to gardens 
-Red Arrow Garden Spray. The only 
insect killer most flower growers require. 
Protects dahlias, roses, other flowers and 

shrubs. Kills ants in lawns. Harmless to flowers, vege
tables and fruits. Non-poisonous to humans, birds and 
pets. Economical, too. A 35¢ bottle (1 oz.) of this 
concentrated pyrethrum-soap solution makes 4 to 8 
gallons. Buy Red Arrow where you buy garden sup
plies. For free spray chart, write to: 
The McCORMICK SALES CO., Baltimore, Md. 

Standardized Pyrethrum and Derris Insecticides 
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Inglewood Dahlia and Floral Society 
lnspircd by the memories of last year's "best in the 

soutln\-cst" Dahlia Show, members arc consolidating 
forces with their sponsors, the Inglewood Junior Cham
ber of Commerce, earlier than ever this year to perform 
the always desirable miracle of producing a better Sho"\V 
than ei:cr before-the dates-August 26 and 27, i938-the 
place again-Inglewood High School boys' gymn:lsium, 
.1"1anchcsrer and Grevillea, Inglewood, Ca li fornia. 

An unusually interesting opportunity has been ta.ken 
adnnrage of by the Society's Secretary, iv1rs. Augusta 
K. \Villiams, w ho, during a two months' stay in the 
Hawaii:m Islands (her homeland) bas investigated grow
ing conditions in the V<lrious districts and has contacted 
flmver enthusiasts through the medium of the University 
of Hawaii and invited the Honolulu flower enthusiasts to 
pbce a Hawaiian entry in this year's Show. Mrs. 
\Villiarns lrns also contacted the Honolulu Junior Cham
ber of Commerce, the members of "\Vl1ich organization 
are greatly interested in the project sponsored by their 
brother organization in Inglewood. 

The American Dahfo Society's Achievement Medal 
will again be offered to the best three-year-old undis
seminated seedling Dahlia, with keen competition fore
cast. The House Beautiful Futurity Medal, offered by 
th~ m1gazinc: House Beautiful to spur the growing of 
the finest new flowers is being offered for the first time 
this year and many plantings of selections from this 
magazine's list have been made in this region. As many 
of the flowers are of eastern origin this wi ll undoubtedly 
constitute a very interesting experiment in change of 
locale. 

As in last year's Show, its sponsors, the Inglewood 
Junior Chamber of Commerce, are offering the Ingle
\vood Sv.reepstakes Trophy for the sweepstakes award in 
the Commercial Class A Dahlia Section. Stephenson's 
Dahlia Gardens, winners of the 1937 Victory Sweep-

DAHLIAS 
A cordia l invitation is extended to all Dahlia 
friends to visit our Gardens and see some of 
the latest American and Foreign novelties. 
Don' t fail to see the A. D. S. Show which is 
held this year at the "Concourse Plaza Hoetl" 
located on the Grand Concourse at lGlst 
Street, Bronx, New York. 
The location of the Show is a short distance 
from our gardens. Also don't fai l to visit the 
Dahlia border at the New York Botanical 
Ga rden. 

PAI<RELLA DAHLIA GARDENS 
338:> Ely Avenue The Bronx, New York 

DAHLIA CLUMPS 

Many l~l38 and Foreign Introductions 

Prices R ight - List on Ilequest 

HANNA DAHLIA GARDENS 
:w Edsall Al·enue Palisades Park, N. J. 

The American Dahlia Society 

stakes Trophy and Most Artistic Display rosette, arc 
hoping to repeat their success, featuring their One Grand 
and a number of new flowers to be .introduced this 
season as well as an <Hh-ancc showing of next year's 
expectations. 

Rainbow Dahlia Farm under the able rnangement of 
Joseph Pfluger and Son is preparing for a gala display 
as a prelude to 1939, veteran "Pop" Pfluger's thirtieth 
year in commercial Dahlia growing. His one and a half 
acre of specialty flowers is being groomed to produce a 
dazzling exhibit of new introductions and the cream of 
his earli er :flowers and will be in the nature of a preview 
of his Anniversary Year crop. 

1\lr. 1\1. D. Cox, creator of Ingleflor Gardens, is en
gaged 111 1110,-ing his fine stock to his new home in Brent
wood Heights, w here he will continue his good work. 

J\ lr. J. F. Cordes has informed us of his proposed trip 
to the east, and \\'e arc sorry he will not be in com-
petition this year. · 

Mr. Richard Petrie, well known in all Dahlia circles, 
has been forced to discontinue Dahlia culture t his year 
because of a serious automobile accident, but he has 
made a fine recovery and expects to be back in harness 
next season and ofter stiff competition to next year's 
Class A e nrrams. 

ln Inglewood Rotary Club , w hich sponsored this or
ganization in its infancy, wi ll again offer a silver sweep
stakes cup for the Advanced Amateur Class B Section. 
T his class has time and again put on almost as magnifi
cent a display as the commercial growers with equally 
fine .flowers, and it is the second high point of every 
rear's Show. A number of newcomers are expecting to 
enter this August, particularly featuring their own seed
lings. Mr. Fred R. Schmidt and Mr. Marks are among 
these, as well as Mr. Harden Hart. 

Mr. and Mrs. A . G. Jefferson again hope to feature 
their sensational red seedling which caused so much com
ment last time and have purchased a large stock of new 
\'arieties of all types. 

l\1r. H. T. Johnson, grower of giant flowers, will 
again show these but has bowed to the popularity of the 
useful sm1ll flowers and included a large number of 
them in this planting. 

President and IVIrs. Sterling Tompkins have planted a 
large quantity of favorites at their new Inglewood home. 

The Nevilles' Gardens in Hawthorne are again fea
turing their prize wi11ning red miniature and beautiful 
pink. 

In addition to these major divisions of the Show there 
will be a Class C Amateur division with Rainbow Dahlia 
Farm offering a silver sweepsta1{es trophy; a Begonia 
Section and a Cut Flower Section with silver cups offered 
in each by the Society and by Moore's Nursery of 
Inglewood, respectively. The popular Flower Arrange
ment Section will also be awarded a sweepstakes cup by 
the Society. 

With these prospects beforehand, all committees are 
being thoroughly enthused to give their all to promote 
a truly better Show. 

Inglewood Dahlia and Floral Society, 42 39 \Vest Cen
tury Boulevard, Inglewood, California. 
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National Capitol Dahlia Society 
The National Capital Dahlia Society of Washington, 

D. C., hopes to arrange a date for their 1938 Show which 
will not conflict with New York and other adjacent 
Shows. This year's Show was well attended, with rep
resentatives from official and diplomatic Washington 
and numerous visitors from adjoining states and Penn
sylvania and New York. 

Vice-President Oliver Shurtleff was one of our judges 
and mnch to our pleasure Secretary Alling was good 
enough to pay us a brief visit on Sunday, September 
26th. 

\Ve are striving to establish the Dahlia in the nation's 
capital and the support of the American Dahlia Society 
is highly appreciated. 

• 
Valley Stream Meeting 

The monthly meeting of the Valley Stream Flower 
and Garden Society March 10th was Dahlia night. 

This enthusiastic group met at the Library Building 
;md listened to a discourse on Dahlias by the A. D. S. 
Bur.LETIN Editor; and the showing of the motion pic
tures in color by Mr. E. E. Tooker. These films after 
hcing shown at the A. D. S. dinner in New York were 
sent to Detroit and arrived back in the east just in time 
for Mr. Tooker to present them at this meeting. 

They embrace the Trial Grounds and complete cam
pus of beautiful Connecticut State College, Starrs, Con
necticut; also Mr. Tooker's garden in Rockville Center, 
and some very beautiful shots of bits of fall landscape. 

The Valley Stream Society under the splendid leader
ship of Michael W. March, President, capably assisted 
by Otto J. Aunrnllcr, past President, and a fine group of 
officers and workers plans a Spring Flower Show at 
Franklin School, June sth. In its plans for broadening 
Valley Stream will endeavor to reaffiliate with the A. D. 
S. in the near future. 

• 
Virginia Dahlia Society 

The spring meeting of the Virginia Dahlia Society was 
held at the home of Mr. A. A. Ingram, 3 1 14 Barton 
Avenue, Richmond, Virginia, on Friday evening, May 
13th. Quite a large number were present and a pleasant 
evening followed. Refreshments \Vere served at the 
close of the meeting and \i,,·cre greatly enjoyed by all. 
The membership drive terminated at this meeting with 
an addition of thirteen members to our rolls. Several 
fine Dahlia plants which were donated by our member:) 
\vere given as door prizes. 

Interesting experiments on propagation of Dahlia 
plants \Vere reported at this meeting. Mr. C. P. Miller 
has been very successful in the use of Hormodin-A, and 
showed plants m;:ide from this solution and the great 
number of roots which the cuttings had made. The 
plants appeared ,·ery vigorous and from about 700 plants 
he has made, the percentage of losses m·erages not over 
one-half of one per cent. 

31 

The secretary also made an experiment with a new 
salve known as KAK salve, and is sold by PHOTOY 
Products, 509 5th Avenue, N. Y. Having seen an article 
in the February, 1936, issue of the American Dahlia 
Society's BULLETIN he sent a request to the magazine 
for information regarding this product and for the bene
fit of any Dahlia lover who may be interested in the 
use of this dis2overy this article is written. 

The salve was applied to the Dahlia tuber, or clump, 
when about two inches high and allowed to grow, and 
::ifter about two weeks the part treated became calloused, 
or swelled; it was then cut below the treated part and 
potted in a good loam and in a few days began to root. 
It roots more rapidly than in the usual way and in about 
three weeks after potting the plant was at least six inches 
across and perhaps higher, and very strong. Many com
ments were made on the vigorous growth and the roots 
had completely filled the four inch pot. 

Final dates were given for our Show, which is begin
ning September 27th, to October rst, and will be in con
nection with the Virginia State Fair as in the past several 
years, and will be staged by the Henrico Garden Club, 
of which Mrs. A. B. Bauer is President. 

Great preparation is being made by our membership 
to have a more wonderful ShO\.\' than heretofore, aod 
arc planting accordingly. 

Mrs. I ouisc \V. Bauer, President of the Henrico Gar
den Club, and the wife of our Mr. A. B. Bauer will 
broadcast a fifteen minute talk over vVRV A on June 2, 

1938, on the subject of Dahlias. 
The business of the evening being complete the meet

ing ,,·as adjourned until August, 1938. 
E. Guy lVilliams, Secretary. 

• 
Wellsville Glad-Dahlia Club, 

Wellsville, Ohio 
1-1 ere is an oddity for your "Dahlia Forum and Ex

change." A member of the \Ncllsville Club was visiting 
a friend who grows a few Dahlias. It is this lady's habit 
to leaYe the soil clinging to the clump when she stores 
them on a dirt floor not far from the heater. Hence 
while looking over the clumps she found a two and a 
half incb uloom of Judge Marean blooming unseen in the 
darkness of the cellar. The Club member picked the 
flower and coming home, exhibited it to manv of our 
Club members. The bloom finally faded in a Yase on 
my library table on May 1st. ]s. this the first Dahlia 
bloom of the 1938 season 

But here is the strangest thing I ever saw. Mr. H. P. 
Patterson found in his clumps of Miss Belgium a tuber 

( Co11ti1111ed 011 followi11g page) 

Your address for the best 
EUROPEAN NOVEL TIES 

is 

H. CARLEE LTD. 
HAARLEM, HOLLAND 
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n u 
B At~ r~c~ !!ng ~f~h~ A~c~c:n ~eony 

Society the Board of Directors rnted to make a 
drasti~ reduction in the price of the peony 
numual, good until aYailable supply is exhausted 
or until the firs:: of the year. PRSSENT PRICE 

$ 2.2), POSTPAI:}. 

Every peony lo\'er should have this manual 
with supplement, bound in one book, as it is an 
encyclopedia of peony knowledge obtainable 
from no other source. Manua l originally sold 
fur $6.oo. Present price far under cost of pro
du :::tion. lf you are looking for a real hargain 
here's your chance. Don't hesitate. Going fast 
at this price. Circular on request. 

Membership in the American Peony Society, 
fou.r c;plendid bulletins and the beautiful helpful 
manu«l only $s .oo. i\1ake remittances to the 
American Peony Society :md mail to 

\V. F. CHRISTJ\1AN, SECRETARY 

AMERICAN PEON'\_~ SOCIETY 
NORTHBROOK ILLINOIS 

[iHitaml-
THE ROTENONE-PENETROL SPRAY 

now comes to the aid of Dahlia growers in 
combatting the Corn Borer 

After snccessfulJy aiding· the Glmliolns 
growers in controlling Gladiolus tltrit•s nud 
re1luci11g· the Ju1znrds of GI:ul g·ro·wing, RO'l'O
TOX is no-w ren1ly to ni1l the Dublin growers 
iu cout-..·olli11g corn borer. 

ROTOTOX has long been 11se1l in rilldiug 
TJuhJins of leaf l1opper, 1·e1l s11icler, etc., and 
will i1rove c11unlly cffecth·e b1 tlte control of 
cor11 1Jo1·cr. 

ROTOTOX costs 110 1uore thnn orclinnry 
s)Jrnys, contains n J1igher i•ercentnge of H<"ti-Vl' 
iuµ;re1lients nncl ue,·er clogs your s11rnycr. 

Post1micl 11rices: 1 oz. 35 <·cuts; S oz. (nrnkes 
12 to !!4 A"allons of s11ray) $1.00; 1 11int $1.75; 
1 qunrt $3.00; lf::i gullou $5.00; 1 gallon $10.00. 
'l'ernas: cnsh 'vith order. J.itcrntu1·e ~11111 

i-:Jlrnying instructions 'n-ith. ench can of s11rny 
or n ·e will scntl you n copy free 1111011 request. 

THE ROTOTOX COMPANY 
Enst ""\\'illlston, ~. Y. 

The America n Dahlia Society 

covered with eyes (lik<:> a potato) and these eyes were 
producing sprouts. He brought this unusual tuber where 
\Ve all could sec it. He removed cuttings and they have 
rooted in the sand of the propagating bed and are potted 
off. \Ve are all anxious to see ·what these plants will do. 

1\!frs. TV. M. Crawford, Secretary, 
905 Buckeye Avenue, TVellsville, O/Jio. 

• 
A New Breed of Dwarf Dahlias 

Cont. from p. 13 

ceed 50 to 60 Cms; this is the Congo Beige, which was 
put on the market in 1927-19z8, after its producer and 
become assured of the value of this seeding and, we must 
say, after he had realized the possibilities of this Yariety. 

Meanwhile seeding is being continued; collecting all 
Congo Beige seeds Mr. Nagels, seconded by his con
scientious headgrower Mr. Jean Wauters, makes his 
selection vvith severity and discrimination. 

At first good offsprings show a return to higher plants. 
They are like their mother Lucifer, but have double, 
more perfect flowers, this is Melle Huberte TVauters, 
ruby-red, put on the market in 1930, and about r J\11. 
high. This seedling had been the product of cross
breeding, the result of chance, and I 'vas able to estab
lish parentage through an experiment in degeneracy: 
Congo Belge x Mr. lVaterkeyn. 

1930 also saw the launching of the Baron D/Janis 
variety, about 60 Cms. high, with double, chestnut brown 
flovvers. In 193 r the plant had already become more 
dwarflike, A1nze. Xavier Gl-:ieyssem variety, with semi
double, flame-red, black centered :flowers. 

1932 brings a very similar variety, which, however, 
blooms too late: i\1.me. ]. Van Den Berg. 

This series is then interrupted for one or two years, 
its producer having made a startlino- discovery: a strain 
of dwarfs has been established. 

0 

• 

There follows J. series of special dwarf Dahlias with 
black foliage. They bloom pa.rticularly early and 
abundantly, produce \·ery few seeds and are character
istically dw:irfed. 

1934! As a novelty Mr. Nagcls pre~~_:. nts, grown in 
pots, charming dwarf plants with beautiful black foliage. 
Out:standing arc double flowers of a bright orange color. 
This new variety bears a name \Vhich has now become 
as popular as a Dahlia as has the talent of the architect
landscape painter: "Mr. Jules Buyssens." The height of 
this first darf Dahlia with black foliage and double 
flowers docs not exceed 40 Crns. 

That same year, 1934, quite a series of others accom
panies the preceding one: First another, extremely 
dwarfed plant, height also 40 Cms, Rev. Pere Dedeken, 
with simple, vividly copper-hued flowers, red center: 
subsegu~mJy Mr. J osepb Goris, slightly higher, about 50 
Cms., with orange-copper flowers showing darker tints; 
the stems are longer and more flexible; finallv one of the 
best. black leaYed varieties Mme. Si'lllone St~1ppers, with 
sem1-doublc flowers, carmine ~111d orange tinted, with 
black centers, height docs not exceed 40 Cms.; a special 

! 
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feature is its auto-reproduction by seeding, as also its 
early blooming. 

1935 brings us two additional novelties, w hich are, 
however, still more dwarflike, height not exceeding 50 
Cms. They are Matadi, with carmine-red, double 
flowers and Elisabeth-Ville, with semi-double, ochre 
yellow flowers. 

Subsequently we will ha\·e to wait nearly three years; 
this is a period of research after a speckled flovver and 
new colorings. Thus are created three new varieties, 
launched on the market by Mr. NageJs for the 1938 
season: the first, lnnovati011, height 50 Cms. is undoub
cdly the :first Dahlia with black leave<; and red and white 
speckled flowers which we know. The sc::::ond Gaillar
diafiora recalls, as is indicated by its name, the :flc1wcr of 
a large "Gaillardia Grandiflora." lts flower has a new 
shi1pe, its copper-yellow shade tends towards v ivid red, 
its contrasting black center creating a. charming effest. 
It should be added, howcnr, that of all varieties this 
latter is the most dwarflikc, its height being only 35/ 40 
Cms. As to the third varietv, Prof. G. TVac/Jtelaer, it 
shows all the characterist ics ·of J11711e. Simo11e Stappers, 
but is conspicuous through the novelty of its coloring 
and of its flowers. These arc of a more reddish-ornngc 
shade. 

In order to make my story even more complete I will 
divulge, at the risk of being indiscreet, that no doubt the 
future holds more than surprise. Last summer, when 
going over Mr. Nagcls' experimcnrnl fields, I saw series 
of tiny plants, carrying cxguisitc flowers of Yaried hues, 
and I feel I must name some, which arc new of their 
kind: purple, white, yellow (amongst this latter a canary
yellow, creating an exceptionally curious effect against 
its characteristic black foliage). 

C 017c/wioJ1 
\Vfrh the help of generation, the Jaws of Mendel on 

heredity, applied to the research work carried on for 
over ten years by Mr. Nagcls and his head gro\ver Mr. 
\~·:mters, have brought forth a new group of Dahlias. 

It ma.y be pointed out to us that the black-leaved 
Dahlia is but a phenomenon of red pigmentation of 
foliage, due to the presence of an excess of "antho 
cyanimcs" (d;uk magenta and light magenta ), i. c., two 
hercdirnry pigments which occur in the Dahlia. 

It may be objected also that the double flower is · onh· 
a transformation of the floret, such as has been observed 
in other cases of evolution in the shape of a flower. 

The fact ne\·crrhelcss remains that the black-leaved 
Dahlia will always be connected with the name of a 
Belgian specialist, its obtainer, who was fully justified in 
christening it "NAGFLS BREED." He has indeed been the 
only one to devote himself to this task, to sea.rch and to 
succeed in establishing a strain. His successors will onlv 
be allowed to claim that they waited until the scarch~r 
had obtained assured reproduction by seeding, before 
taking an active interest in the dwarf Dahlia with black 
foliage. 

. As a matter of fact this is alreadr becoming evident: 
111 1937 a few dwarflike plants, \\'ith black lca\·es and 
more or less double flowers, appeared in Belgium and in 
Holland. In this respect I cmrnot refrain from seating 
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that it vvas also during the last season that seeds of Mme. 
Simone Stappers variety were launched by their obtainer 
on a large commercial scale. 

Growers of Leading America11 Honor Rolls 
a11d 

i711 porters of Euro pea'/7 Novelties 

Clumps will IJ e ava ilable at digging· tim e , 
;tt moderate pri c s. Order divisions early to 
avoid clisap1Jointments. 

Our stock insp ec l ed and approved by the 
State and F ed eral Inspection Department. 

Garfield Heights Dahlia Gardens 
m:o~ HohiUNOJI A"l. ('lllH', Gnrfield HeiJ:;la1N, Ohio 

P. O. Ch•ycJ:uul 

!~~~~~~~=~~~::~~~~~· 
U :·ompl e te l ist of the variet ies tl1at you now 

1

}1 hav . In r eturn, you will rec e iv e free o.E 
ch arg ancl postpaid, a tin Yariety not now 
include d in you 1· planting·! 

vV want you to find out, in your own gar
den, t hat Kunzman'R Dahlia:-; are the most 
ng·o r o u:-; and d e p endabl e on the marlcet. 
vVon't you Jet us prove it to you-nL:~olutely 

H •••·~~TH KUNZMAN, New Albany, Ind. 

~ ~ 

PROFJ~~DLE PEONIES 
Only hcst of ol<l and Pew varieties, at attractive prices. 

Fine quality rnots, liberaJly graded. Our cata logue names 
best commercial cut-fl wc1· var ieti es, and gives valuable 
planting and growing instructions. 

H .\RIUEL Pl.i:ON \ ' C'O iUPANY, Uc1·1i11, :Uurylancl 

(;1·owers of Fine Peonie5 since 1011 

~ E I~ E C 'I' E D S E E U S 

From Prize-Winning· DahliaR- The Large Ones 
Fre descriptive fo lde r on request-A ca.rd will 

get it 

E. L. USINGER 
Box !!·JS Sih·cr City, Neu l\lexl<>o 

Cl,Ul\IPS 

Slrong· h ea.lthy stock of the n ewest varieties ancl 
the best of the olcl. Write for quotations . 

l.lll"A"<' Ty11e1"1 ~lh1intur1.•s Pon111011s 

Collnret1eN ~lugl<'N 

CH.\.l'P.\.(l.l.A GAHDE~S, CJ1u111u111u11, N. Y. 
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THE 

MESSAGE 
about 

The Corn Borer Contro! 

The Logical Spraying 

The Right Fertilization 

and 

Our Intensive Study of 

DAHLIAS 
will interest everv visitor to our Booth 

"H" at the 193 8 A. D. S. Exhibit jn the 

Ball Room of the Concourse Plaza Hotel, 

Grand Concourse and 16 rst Street,' New 

York, September 2 oth-2 1st, 19 3 8. 

The story can now be told factfully. 

No need to continue guessing. 

If you cannot attend write for details. 

GOULARD &OLENA,INC. 
140 LIBERTY ST., NEW YORK,N.Y. 

The American Dahlia Society 

\Xl estern Pennsylvania Branch A. D. S. 
Since the organizing of our Society on July 23, 1937, 

ar vvhich rime we became an affiliate of the American 
Dahlia Society, the officers and Society have had one 
purpose, a Dahlia Show in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

vVirl i the above purpose in mind, in securing members, 
we have only contacted Dahlia growers. At this writing 
our membership totals one hundred and five persons who 
raise from fifty hills up. 

At our May meeting the Society voted to rent the 
main ball room of the Hotel Schenley for Saturday, 
September T 7th, and Sunday, September i 8th, for our 
Show. 

President Ripper appointed the following Show Com
mittee: J. A. Gruebel, Derry, Pennsylvania, Chairman; 
Carl Hogsett, Bea\'er, Pennsylvania; Herman Rapp, 
Leetsdale, Pennsylvania; Fred Clark, Mars, Pennsylvania; 
Jack Ripper, Evans Cory, Pennsylvania; I. T. Fleck, 
Johnstown, Pennsylvania; ]. C. Speilman and C. W. 
Luebbe, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

Beginning in June, the above committee met every 
two wecl<s, at the different homes tO discuss the progress 
of each assignment, of \\'hich a foll report was made to 
the Society on August 11, 1938, as follows: 

T he schedule was prepared from the American Dahlia 
Socictv s:.:hedule for 1938 with some \'ariation, adver
tisernc;1ts being sold only to Dahlia growers, florist trade 
or persons supplying commercial florists and candy 
manufacturers. Our idea was not to have a schedule 
advertising all commodities, but one which would be a 
credit to the Dahlia. The schedule goes to press on 
August 22, 1938, of which four thousand copies will be 
printed, four hundred of these copies to be mailed to the 
Dahlia growers in \Vest Pennsylvania on September ind. 

A contract has been let for one hundred fancv colored 
Show cards, size twenty-four inches by fifteen inches, 
also four hundred two-toned cards advertising the Shovv. 

Ribbons will be the only prizes awarded. The fol
lowing ha,·e consented to judge: Albert Hunt, E. A. 
Bonsey, Rody Fletcher, of Sewickley, Pennsylvania; Mrs. 
J. D. Hailman, Mr. James Moore, Mr. John Greve, Mr. 
Thomas Layden of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; Mrs. A. P. 
Meyers of Aspinwall, Pennsyl van ia, and Mr. Thomas 
Hambeton of Butler, Pennsylvania. 

As the committee has done its part, it is now up to 
the members to contact the public by selling ten tickets 
each ;1t twenty-five cents to guarantee the financial 
obligations. 

ln order to bring our Show to the attention of the 
Dahlia growers of western Pennsylvania, the Society 
hopes the commercial grov.·ers will purchase tickets at a 
special price of twenty cents in groups of ten or more, 
distributing these tickets to his customers in our terri
tory, if this method is pursued, two purposes can be 
accomplished, our Society makes a new contact, the 
American Dahlia Society receives a new member. 

C. TV. Luebbe, Secretary. 

AMERICAN DAHLIA SOCIETY SHOW 
SEPTEMBER 20TH .. 21 ST 



BULLETIN for August, 1938 

"Let's Look at the Record" of Queen City 

First bloom June 25, 1938. Cut in QUANTITY July 2nd. On 
August 5th more than 1,000 florists' blooms cut. Dayton, Ohio, whole
sale florists stated, "The best cut flower of all Dahlias." 

Get in touch with Golden Rule Dahlias. including such lasting 
varieties as: Buckeye Bride, Buckeye King, Honor Bright, Queen City, 
Buckeye Glory, Buckeye Star and Cometeer. 

Send for our Fall Price List 

GOLDEN RULE DAHLIA FARM 
DEPT. B LEBANON, OHIO 

Premier's Dependable Dahlias "SAN f RANCISCO" 
Prices for Season of 1939 of Our Current 

Introductions 

Clumps Net Roots Plants 
Premier's Majestic, I. D. 

Salmon, Gold & Mulberry $10.00 $7.50 $2.50 

Premier's Paragon, I. D. 
Rich Gold 5.00 3.00 1.50 

Y owu Matsuoka, I. C. 
Giant Dark Carmine 5.00 3.75 1.50 

Also First Class Clumps, Roots and Plants 
(At reasonable 1rl"ices) 

of the Best New Introductions 

See our 1939 "Winsome" and "Exquisite" 
at the Shows 

Premier Dahlia Gardens 
63 Mertz A venue 

HILLSIDE NEW JERSEY 

Ask for Advance List 

~!ember National Ass'n Commercial Dahlia Growers 

- THE NEW GIANT -

will be released in 1939 

1Vatcb for future am1ozmcenzents 

- - ...... ··---
Our famous "Giants of the Show

room" lead the world in size, beauty 

and prize winning. 

BALLAY DAHLIA GARDtNS 
PALO ALTO CALIFORNIA 
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36 The American Dahlia Society 

Fifth Annual 

MID WEST DAHLIA SHOW 
September 24th and 25th, 1938 

Auditoriuin, General Motors Bldg. 
Competitive exhibits for amateur, professional and .commercial growers, in 
twelve sections. With classes for all types and with color classes by type. 
Commercial classes for 200, 100 and 50 square feet and for 100 square 
feet coming from over 100 miles. 

Air Mail or Express Classes for shipped entries over 750 miles and oevr 300 
miles. East and west coast shipments especially welcome in this section. 

Generous Awards in Ribbons, Vases, Medals 

SPECIAL ADDED ATTRACTION 

F a l l F ct sb i o n S b o w 

Featuring Beautiful Models in Latest Dress Creations with 
Dahlias as Floral Accessories 

ORCHESTRA MUSIC SATURDAY AFTERNOON AND EVENING 

"Ten Societies Co-operating 111 this Big Show 

Come and Bring Your Dahlia Neighbors'' 
-President Bruce Collins 

TENTATIVE SCHEDULES NOW AVAILABLE- FINAL SCHEDULES SEPTEMBER 

TVrite for Them, Address 

TOM M. PLACE, Secretary, Mt. Clemens, Mich. 

PRESS OF TIIE WHAPLES-BULLIS COMPANY, NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT 
PRINTED IN U. S. A. 
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