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LAKESIDE GARDENS 
CERTIFIED DAHLIAS 

WE OFFER FOR 1937 
AU'l'UMN SUNSET 

Dest :ntt1nnn color intro1luce1l this season 
Roots $1:.>.00 Plnnts $7.50 

llUSS OAI\:LAND 
Dest wlaite for:iual introclnce<l to 1late 

Roots $10.00 Net Pl:mts $::>.OO Net 
LAI{.ESIDE IlABE 

Finest canary yello\v 1niniature e"\·er 
Plants Only $1.:.>0 

In addition to our own, we have fine stocks 
of th e following varieties: American Purity, 
Betty Lindgren, Buckeye Glory, Buckeye Star, 
Capta.in Ritter, Dream Girl, Freckles, Go lden 
Beauty, Kemp's Great Eastern, Lemon-Glo, 
Mary Talmadge, Mason's Purple Beauty, Miss 
Eng·lewood, Miss Indiana, Miss Oh io, :Mother 
Maytrott, Mrs. Ida Chase, Opal, Purple Mist, 
Royal Pennant, Television, Whirlwind, Wm. 
J. Wyllie, and the t hree foreign cert ificate 
winners: A. F. Grme la , Haslerova, a nd 
Legionar Alois Storch. 

We are the largest importers of foreign 
originations on this continent, a nd have hun­
dreds of n ew foreign seedlings for trial this 
season. We a lready have over 50,000 plants 
ready to go, a nd "\Vill send out the fin es t 
plants both as to vigor and size th at you h ave 
ever received. 

A Trial Order is all we ask to convin ce you. 
Catalogue Free 

LAKESIDE GARDENS, Nick Koenig & Sons 
~21) DA.SE ST. NEW DALTIMORE, MICH. 

WITH CONFIDENCE, 
llEAN ANDER.SOX 

••The sensntiona I. hc1111a. oraui.:;t.'" 

J{ E N T u e ]{ y s p 0 n 'r ~DI A N 
On our "1n11i-;t" l i!'.t 

TILLIE NEISH 
lUr.. Garrity's lll:iste1·11ieec 

FREDA GEORGE 
Trn J,· :i ":fi1ul'' 

The American Dahlia Society 

COLLECTION SPECIALS 
of 

Certificate of Merit and Honor R.oll Dahlias 
with a 

Money Back Guarantee If Not Satisfied 

Collection A : 9 named large type Dahlia roots $3.00 

Collection n: 5 roots named Honor Roll or Certi­
ficate of Merit Dahlias n ot over 4 years old 5.00 
S h ould plants be d esire d of thi s Collection ... 3.00 

Co11<"<·tion C: 6 roots named Honor Roll or Certi-
ficate of 1\'.Ierit Dahlias n ot over 3 years old 10.00 
Should plants be desired of this Collection ... 5.00 

Collection D: 9 roots n amed Honor Roll or Certi­
ficate of Merit Dahlia not over 3 years old 15.00 
Should plants be d esired of this Collection ... 7.50 

Collcction E: 6 named hi g h class Exhibition 
Po1npons . ............ .. ..................... 1.25 

Collt'etion F: 6 named high class Exhibition 
i\Iiniatures ... . ... ... ............... .... . .. .. 1.50 

Collection G: 6 named hi g h class Exhibition Pom-
1:i on s, 1'-'I iniatures, Mignon, Orchids and Singles 1.50 

\V shall be pleased to ship any of the above prepaid. 
We g uarantee that a ll the Dahlias in the above sel ec­
tion are corr ectl y l abeled and the stock to be true to 
n ame a nd h ealthy. The valu i s more than double the 
catalo g u e price. I.f you are not satisfied w ith our 
selection we s hall be 1 leas cl to refund yo ur money, 
upon the r eturn of the tock. 

Ruschmohr Dahlia Gardens 
Corner North Kensington Avenue and Vincent Street 

R.ockvilJe Centre New York 

You can order these ! 

MAD RIYER CJIIEF 
"'l'he finest red" 

AGNE8 MICHAEL 
Certificate '\ViJrnt'r 

CYRIL YERRHAEYE 
l\lake sure of th-is 

EDWIN IJESLIE UOWAlln ancl 1'1RS. H. L. F. 
Two sensational Miniatures 

POT ROOTS ROOTED CUTTINGS 

VERY NJ~W :FOUEIGN NOYEJ_JTIE8 
Cntnlogue U1>on Request 

MAD RIVER GARDENS Dept. B., Urbana, Ohio 
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Gro-wing Green Plants Successfully 
By Gordon F. W aaser 

Careful Attention to Fundamentals Essential 

This is the season when we delve eagerly into the pages 
of our Dahlia catalogs, hoping to select the varieties 
which will give us the utmost return from our investment. 

And since most Dahlias are offered in green plants at 
half price, there is naturally <in incentive to select plants 
rather than tubers. 

But along with this apparent sa \·ing there is also a 
risk involved since more attention must be given a green 
plant, after 'setting out in the open ground, than is 
required for a tuber. 

The primary essential is that we must start out with a 
good healthy plant; well rooted and properly _hardened 
off. Obviously, our only control at this point is to 
order from recognized growers, who have built a repu­
tation for supplying good stock. 

Having done this, we await the arrival of the ship­
ment. Let us consider meanwhile-just what is this 
material we intend to work with, this so-called "green 
plant." 

Briefly, it is a sprout which has been cut from a tub~r 
and rooted in a greenhouse where the temperature 1s 
maintained at a point where growth continues steadily. 
This tender sprout is shaded carefully at first, and in a 
couple of weeks begins to take root. It is then potted in 
good soil, and after becoming established, is grown under 

AT LEFT: Strong, well rooted young 

plant-as it is received from the grower. 

Photo Courtesy A. T. de la Mare Co. 

glass in full sunshine for several weeks. Then it is 
transferred to a cool house or cold frame, where it is 
gradually hardened off (in other words, partially accli­
mated to outdoor conditions). 

After careful packing, it is sent on its way to the 
purchaser. 

As soon as the package arrives, it should be opened 
very carefully. Give each plant as much water as the 
soil will take up and sprinkle the foliage. Allow a rest­
ing period of several hours-away from sun or wind. 

This tender plant has not had to battle extreme weather 
conditions as yet. It has been protected from ch ill, storm 
and INSECTS. 

J t is not difficult to realize that this plant should 
receive a little special attention in being set into its per­
manent place in the garden. 

Its root system has been given every opportunity to 
develop because a good grade of finely pulveri zed potting 
soil was used when it was transferred from the sand bed. 
Hence, we must consider carefully the soil into which we 
plan to place the plant in the 2;arden. The ground should 
be spaded as deeply as possible and the earth puh·erized. 
Add a liberal shoveful of well rotted cow ma nu re (not 
fresh) and mix thoroughly. Good drainage as well as 
mellow soil, containing a good percentage of humus are 
advantageous. Drive a stout stake two or three inches 
in back of the position you wish to set your plant. 

Tl1e best time to complete the planting is just before 
sun down. Dig a hole, cup like, fifteen inches in diameter 
and six inches deep at the center (just in front of the 
stake). Remove the plant from its pot and place the 
ball of earth in position. Fill in and pack the earth 
very tio·htly around tl;e roots to within a couple of inches 
of the surface level of the soil. As the plant grows, this 
depression may be filled in. Tote that the bottom of the 
roots are about six: inches deep. 

\~rater thoroughly, ancl as a precaution against cut 
worms, place a band of cardboard around the stalk of the 
r:lant-an inch in the ground and two inches abO\·e it. 
It is a good olan to shade the nlant with an inverted 
peach basket for a day or two if the weather is sunny. 

It has been the writer's practice to spray Dahlia plants 
the clay after setting out. Red Arrow or any good dual 
purpose spray will be founrl satisfactory. 

Specimen Exhibition Blooms 

Specimen exhibition blooms are not difficult to produce 
if a few simple rules are followed regularly. 

1. Control insect ravages by spraying your plants once 
a ·-week. Spray under the leaves as well as on top using 



BULLETIN for May, 1937 

a good i.nsccticide. One lrnnclred plants can be properly 
sprayed 111 less than a half hour! 

:z . Cu!tirn tc t!1c soil to a dcph of seyeral inches keep-
ing the top pulverized at all times. ' 

~~- Fer tili:::c with a good grade garden or potato fer­
tilizer (analysis 4-8-6). A scant hand fu l shonld be 
sprin ~d ed ?n ~he soil (as one would pepper a steak) com­
menc111g six 111ches from th e stalk in a circle three feet 
in diameter, for each application. Rake w~ll into the 
soi l. Conditions will vary somewhat but dressings about 
July 1st and August 15th sl1oulcl suffice. 

-±. IV atcr. Thi is very essential. Mark your calen­
dar and water every live clays if there has been insuffi­
cient rainfall. \V1hen watering set the spri nkler for a fine 
mist a nd allow the water to drtnch the soil before movinCY 
the sprinkler to the next section of the garden. Thi~ 
requires about one to two hours at a gi\·en point. \Ve 
place our sprinklers high abo\·e the plants (atop of a 
seven foot ladder is a good suggestion). Thus the fine 
mi st also drives air into the soi l producing a double 
benefit. 

\ Vhcn the plant is about a foot high pi11ch out the top, 
storping its growth at that poi nt a nd forcing the plant 
to liranch. Early plants will have to be topped back 
again al ant July 15th in order that the lirst flowers will 
not be too early for the mid-Se11tember shows. A ftcr 
final topping, allow but four canes to dC\'Clop. 

Li\·c with your Dahlias-\\'atch the plants each clay and 
l rirn hy this fascinat ing method jnst what each plant 
requires. 

·in a sub. equent article. the matter of extra feeding, 
nrnlching and shading will be explained. 

!\f eanwhilc. study the catalogs a ncl place your orderc:; 
hefore the clis::ippointing "Sorry, sol I out." Join the 
c\·cr in rrcasin£; number who fallow the fascinating- hohl>y 
of growing Dahlias better! 

The same plant, properly set in the garden. Roots are con­

cealed six inches deep. Note collar to protect from cut 

worms. 

Illustration by Avery Nesbit 

5 

Indiana Society to be Host 
to Mid West Dahliaists 

The Dahlia Society oi l 11cliana will act as host to the 
meml)ers of the various soc ieties affi liated with the I\lid 
\"\ est Dahlia Conference at their fourth annua l Mid vVest 
Show, which i scheduled for Saturday and Sunday, 
Septembe_r J Sth an cl Hlth, at Indianapolis, to be staged in 
the spacious 1\lanufacturers Building on the Indiana 
State Fair grounds. 

Due to Indiana's centra l location, with the center of the 
U. S. population being located within its boundaries and 
Ln ci ianapolis being nationally known as the "Crossroads 
of America,'' the 1937 Mid West Show will unquestion­
al~I~ gather together the widest range of Dahlia person­
a lities that one can ever h ope to assemble. 11any enthusi­
astic letter s are being rccei\·ecl by President Cu rti s alone 
expressing intentions of not on ly attending hut to bring 
along ex hibits to help make it representati\·c and out­
standing. Such ;:issurances have come frolll not only 
members of rnicl west affiliated societies but also from 
distant Tcxa, l\Jississippi, Georgia, Pennsylv0nia, New 
\' ork and -:\fassachusetts. 

The_ show building is ideally located a nd situated, easily 
accessib le from any direction, is perfect in arrangement 
with splend id equipment and has so manv desirable 
arh·antages and conveniences that it i proclainied as most 
suitable for such a large and comprehensiYe Dahlia 
ex hibition. The genia l and efficient show supervisor in 
the person of Paul T. Ulman of the Indiana State Ento­
mol ogy division has been assigned competent and capable 
com mittee a sistants and mu ch prelimin;:iry work and 
detai l is Yigorously being handled and completed. 

¥\Tith the proceeds of the show being designated for 
the benefit of the James \Vhitcomb Riley Hospital for 
Children and being enthusiastically supported and en­
co11ragc<l hy the Riley ?--remorial .A.ssociation and the 
hospital's numerous auxiliaries and with ticket sales 
cornmitte s being organized in eYcry co1111ty of the state, 
an unprcccc\entcd attendance is anticipated. ::\I anv new 
and no\'cl sections and suppl ementary cla ses haYe heen 
pro\'i<lccl ancl a rranged for the advantage of the large 
numher of larg and smal l exhib itors that arc expected, 
;111ct it will he of particular interest to the commercial 
grower to know that like the o ld army game, they ' will 
have their cake and eat it too," all trade spricc fees will 
he paid hack, to them only and 100 1/{, as prize money. 
Comretcnt committee will he proviclccl to receive anr1 
clisrlay elficicntl~· ancl in d11c time at the show, such 
Dal1Jias as may he sent hy air mail or other speedy con­
\·eya nce :md transportation . 

. \ h ·pical Hoo. ier invitation and welcome is -xtcndcd 
to all enthusiast , he the\' commercia l !!rowers or 
;imatcur. fnJm far 1111rl near. ·to exhibit, or at' lea t attencl 
thi . year's Dahlia clai;;sic. The Dahlia show vi.itors will 
linrl ·here the best of hotel and restaurant acco111moda­
tion., yes, luxurious accommodations if you desire them, 
hut clean comfortilhle hotels at reasonable rates arc 
available too. Again we urge you-plan to come: don't 
mi ss, or he missed at this yeilr's "'.\fir! \Vest Show in 
ln cli<1napoli s. \Ye

0

ll he Jnoking for you . 

• 
The elates of the A. D. S . . \nnual Show arc September 

:~:3rd-2-tth-2."5th. Place: 1-lotel Pennsylvania Ball Room 
floor. Both large Ball Rooms are air conditioned and 
this is expected to keep the blooms in good condition for 
the entire three days. 
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Touring Dahlialand 
By George A. Richardson 

Are you open-minded, are you progressive, are you 
democratic? Then lets climb on the great American 
Dahlia bandwagon and tour the Ohio valley. Lots of 
advance information tends to create a yearn to go and 
sec. One year's apprenticeship as a plain dirt gardener 
validates your ticket to this important section of Dahlia­
lancl. 

Points of interest along the way include gardens on 
highlands, others in low, some by the brooks, others on 
the side of the hills. Then the broad open spaces present 
;:i. picture of ' 'ast acres of Dablias, row after row, a 
riot of color, these cultivated acres are basic to the 
Dahlia industry. 

Our pilot and guide has learned by experience just 
where the rendeZ\'ous of these beauties are to be found. 
Slower now we tra vet but with increasing interest. vVe 
are in the more private environs of our growers, those 
sacred plots studded amid the dwellings, where th e 
Dahlia kingdom has registered many a superb variety. 
Yes, we arc in hobbyland. All along this panorama of 
travel we note the natural beauty of this great Ohio 
valley, Blessed with the four seasons, indeed extreme at 

VOLCANO. Fiery Orange Red; winner at Washington, D. C. 

times, yet no greater area invited a prospector to try his 
hand. 

Vv~ith notebook and searching eyes we record the out­
standing novelties, the huge decoratives, the exquisitely 
beautiful cactus, the colorful minatures and pompons. 
Yes, we are on a trip, a neck-stretching Dahlia band­
wagon tour. There is the blending of tone, th e leading 
soloists, the blaring of horns, the hum of drums, the 
entire ensemble is a harmonious, thrilling rendition, with 
nature re-echoing in encore, her approval. 

\ 1Ve are traveling far, no time to waste, attention now, 
pencils, and pads to record our findings we jot clown 
Epler's Gold, color of cadmium orange, glowing with a 
beautiful sheen, further qualilications rates good stems, 
excellent substance, Yigorous growth, medium size<l 
blooms, truly beautiful. This semi-cactus rates a solo 
part. Sharpen up for the next one. A visitor from a 
long ways presents itself by the name of Pacific Splen­
dor. Having met this elite in two widely spaced areas 
it was most inviting and its radiant beauty just captivates 
a person. Lts dress of light lavender shading lighter 
to nearly white at base of petals. Yes one that just 
cannot be overlooked. I ts scintillating beauty and ex­
cellent form of informal pattern makes this ladies debut 
most auspicious. Quality of stem, habit of flowering, 
growth of foliage and vigor of bush meets the require­
ments of a thoroughbred. On trial this variety has 
proven its case. 

Now for one of the heavy parts, / ' olca'l!o by name 
and rightfully so, from a volcano we e::q)cct color, 
this is an orange flame self color and a sturdy set-up 
variety. Its parents must have been blue-bloods, it hav­
ing· such qualities as heavy firm substance, enabling 
cleliance of the clements, vigorous growth o f foliage, 
developing a perfect stem which supports blooms of 
massive formal to informal formation. An addition to 
this color class with keeping qualities that gives this 
Dahlia distinction. ·watch the shows for this ''Son of 
the Soil." 

Now a princess from fairyland. Straight cactus of 
slightly larger size than minaturc, daintily colored an 
orchid lavender. Beginning early this Foiry Princess 
blooms throughout the season. Adding to its beauty is 
a background of serated foliage of low growth. Erect 
sterns and rightly faced blooms ranks this variety as a 
good one. 

Yes, we are in the midst of the trial grounds of the 
Ohio valley where humidity, quick changes of weather 
and shiftv winds tries them all with a survival of the 
fittest as ·the quotiant. 

Digressing from the more curving, long and broad flat 
petaled sorts to a ball type, we sharpen up to declare 
for Charlotte Caldwell, large in size, very formal in its 
tight quilled formation. Bright orange with shades of 
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Terra Cotta this variety is a change from the usual solid 
colors. You like others, want plenty of blooms, well 
here is a leader in that respect. Free blooming, fine 
stems and extra heavy foliage ranks this an excellent 
ball Dahlia. 

Intermission 

Conversation here reverts to one or more of the older 
celebrities that have again made the grade and rightfully 
so. Such names as Mrs. Herbert O'Connor, a vigorous 
and reliable semi-cactus of soft rose pink, Milton !. 
Cross an informal which responds to reasonable culture 
and sets a pace hard to surpass. King of JiV hites a noble 
formal white that looks like a huge mum on its great 
Jong stems. This variety develops upward to six blooms 
at a time of perfect form. Then for the beautiful 
Bal/egos Surprise which in all its purity and beauty 
stands ont supreme. Just before resuming our journey 
an orchid shaded lavender entitled Bucl~e}1 e Glory ar­
rested our attention with its beautiful formed flower, 
sturdy growth of bush and foliage. Just one that con lei 
not be overlooked. 

J ntennission ended, we continue, everyone eager to see 
more and more. \Vhat a wealth of beauty. \Ne note the 
vigor of plants, excellence of foliage which bespeak:::. 
good culture and soil conditions much to the liking of 
King Dahlia. A white, yes, a beautiful white of in­
formal make-up created many an "oh" and "ah," and 
its name, Peace, how appropriate. oulcl it be that such 
a flower as the Dahlia should bring real peace and good 
will among mankind. <N ovv for a stage start from the 
sunny south, Grace J1J oore in semi-cactus dress of a 
deep shade of lavender, excellent quality with garlands 
of green that look just right. A little late in showing 
its beauty, otherwise Jirst class. 

An Indian by name, C he1-ol?ec Rose captivates atten­
tion with its mallow pink and lavender, good habits and 
rigid stems, growing tall with 11ealthy foliage, and aver­
age sized blooms makes a warrior fit for action. 

Then so many that haye excellent qualil1cations but 
only to be identitiecl by a number or code. These to be 
clubbed later with names of some celebrity, relative, friend 
or noun. Leaf after leaf of our note books relate in 
script the qualities of color, form or growth that suits 
us best. Diverse sorts of fancies makes every specimen 
a possible acquisition. Hut before closing our note book 
for this tour one or two others in secluded gardens gains 
attention. A bi-color that takes you in, regardless, 
Ke11t11cl~y Sportsma11 is the regal one, a dainty miss, not 
so loud, TV!zisper is its title, B11cl.·c31e Star another of the 
famous buckeye family, that is good to look at, an· 1 
finally we exhaust our praise and zeal in seeing the 
splendid Jl!ad Rh·e~· Chief ·with his reel dress that just 
glitters with class. A chief indeed in every respect. 
\ Vhat a capping climax this new red makes in conclud­
ing the tonr of the great American Dahlia bandwagon 
from which we ha,·e observed some of the really great 
performers for years to come. l\T ost of them originated 
in the soil of this ft:rtile land to eventua1ly find lodge­
ment in various gardens throughout the nation. 

Even in our relentless search for the best, there are 
some that have been overlooked. Hidden either by pur­
pose or still too undeveloped to appear before the public 
only the ever forward movement of time will bring them 
to the front. More years rest upon the achievements of 
our California section, and the Atlantic seaboard area, 
hut the Ol)io valley section is fast coming to the front 
with its magfinificent and vigorous growing Dahlias. 

Note books closed, comfortably seated at home we 
reminisce-DAHLIAS, DAHLIAS. 
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Ohio State Dahlia Society 
With spring rushing down upon as at an alarming rate 

we are startled to ll.nd that many of the tasks that we 
had planned for the winter months are still undone. 
However, the advent of the season of renewed life in­
stills us with greater enthusiasm and a will do do. Past 
experiences have taught us that tasks which seemed great 
while thinking of them besides our firesides, become far 
less formidable under the ii fluences of a bright spring 
day. 

During the past winter the Dahlia Society of Ohio 
formulated many plans which it seemed then would be 
more than the work of a season. vVith the approach of 
spring and its stimulating influence, we find most of our 
program well started and gaining impetus with each pass­
ing day. President F. V. R. Veirs is to be congratulated 
upon the way in which he has cle\·elopcd his committees 
and their capacities for work. 

The show committee, of which 1fr. E. V. Newton is 
chairman, has, perhaps, made the greatest showing to 
date. For those who missed our previo11s announcement 
we repeat the dates for our show, September 25th and 
:~Gth. Hotel Statler, Cleveland, has been selected as the 
site. Our friends will recall two previous successful 
shows in this popular hotel in 1932 and 1933. Since that 
time the ball room has been remodeled an cl an air condi­
tioning syste111 installed. Conditions for the exhibitor 
should be ideal. .:\cld to that, the fact that our shows 
haYe always brought out many of the best new Dahlias 
and attracted more than their sbare of prominent Dahlia 
cntlmiasts, :llld you will find the reason fnr our great 
confidence in the coming show. 

:\ membership drive under the direction of :\frs. C. L. 
Seith, 1700 Rushton f\.oacl, South Euclid, has added many 
new members to our rolls. l\ lore are in prospect when 
the big push starts. 

In the interest of the new members as well as in the 
interest of the show and other activities of the society, 
we arc now publishing a monthly bulletin. :\ r rs. John 
Zipp, Jr., i;; the editor and to date has clone a very 
creclitalile job, with her promise that there will be steady 
improYement. Aside from the news it is her intention to 
have at least one timely Dahlia topic discussed in some 
detail each month. 

l\lcmhers uf the society haYe agreed to grow not less 
than two hundred Dahlias in tuhs this vear for the Great 
Lakes Exposition in Cleveland. . \n effort will be made 
to have them in bloom early and set into a special Dahlia 
Society of Ohio garden in the beau ti fnl Horticultural 
Gardens. These gardens were one of the g-reatest draw­
ing features of the rn:rn sl10w. The de\'elopmcnt of this 
wonderful work of landscape art, on a site which for­
merly was a city dump, can only he appreciated in full 
by those of us who saw and helped with the transforma­
tion. :\ t the close of the Exposition next fall the gar­
dens arc to become a permanent part of Cleveland's park 
system. 

In closing-, let me say that I have not yet given up 
hope of havinP; Dr. H. H. Smith write this column. 
Possibly he will be with you in the next issue. 

E. J. TV.ind, N ortlz Olmstl'd, Ohio. 

• 
Contributors and advertisers arc asked to furnish 

material for next issue of the B ULLETlN before July 1st 
1f possible. Some late articles had to he omitted from 
this number. 
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Dahlia Experiments at the 
Cornell Test Gardens 

By Prof. R. C. Allen 

Every one who is interested in the Dahlia is already 
famliar with the problems connected with growing them. 
·while there have been a number of very fine books 
and butletins published on the subject, there is stilt a 
considerable lack of specific scientific information about 
some of the difficulties in the growing of Dahlias-diffi­
culties which if solved would no longer be limiting 
factors in the amateur growing of Dahlias. It is with 
the hope of obtaining scientific information on some of 
the problems that certain experiments have been 
started at the Cornell Test Gardens of the New York 
State College of Agriculture, Ithaca, N. Y. 

To my mind there is opportunity for a tremendous 
increase in the use of Dahlias in home gardens. In my 
work with home gardeners, I am very frequently asked 
to recommend plants for growing in certain situations. 
Often I suggest Dahlias since, in my opinion, Dahlias 
are very desirable plants when correctly used in a land­
scape design. But I find many people decidedly adverse 
to the use of Dahlias. The criticisms are many, the 
flowers are too large, the plants are too tall, the roots 
can't be wintered successfully, they are too much trouble 
to grow; to mention only a few. To any one who 

At Left: Jersey's Beauty. Flowers at left 

grown in the open; those on the right, 

grown in cloth house. 

Photo by R. C. Allen 

knows Dahlias, these crit1c1s111s are completely invalid. 
The wide range of magnillcent colors from the softest 
pa tels to the most fiery brilliance, the variation in 
farm, height, texture, are but a f w of the values which 
commend the ] ahlia for use in garden plantings. \Ve 
have become so accustomed to seeing Dahlias grown in 
the open tilled field as practiced by the fancier that we 
have overlooked to a large measure the almost inexhaus­
tible possibilities of using them in any other way. How­
ever, it is not the purpose of this paper to discuss land­
scape uses of Dahlias but it is an idea worth emphasi zing. 

Storage of Roots 
One of the problems which con f rants the average 

home gardener is how to keep the roots over winter. 
Thi is a real problem in many homes where ideal 
storage conditions arc impos ible. Certain aspects of 
this problem, of course, effect the commercial grower. 
There have been a few scientific papers publisl1ed on the 
subject, perhaps the most important of which is one 
bv Hitchcock anrl Zimmerman of the Boyce Thompson 
Institute at Yonkers, N. Y. However, since most of 
the work so far has been preliminary or incomplete, ex­
periments were started at Cornelt in the fall of 1935 to 
determine the optimum storage conditions for Dahlias 
and to devise practical means for supplying optimum 
conditions in the average suburban basement. 

In working out the optimum conditions of humidity 
and temperature, Dahlia roots were stored in container:­
in which a series of humidities were maintained and these 
containers stored at various temperatures. The humidi ­
ties used ·were approximately 0, 2.i, :10, 75, and 90'lr 
relative humidity. The temperatures were 35° , 50°, 65 ° 
and 80° F. Of course, the relative humidity of the 
chamber in which Dahlia roots are stored affects very 
decidedly both the rate of and amount of w;iter loss 
from the roots. Very close check was kept on the water 
loss by weighing the roots at monthly intervals. While 
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the data is not conclusive from the single year's work 
it does indicate that a humidity of 75.0 is necessary t~ 
insure good keeping through the storage period. A 
temperature of approximately 45 ° F. proved most satis­
factory. 

Some work w~s clone i~1 testing some of the practical 
methods for stonng Dahlias where the relative humidity 
of the storage chamber was rather low and several new 
ideas were tried out. These experiments are heing con­
tim~ecl this year and at the suggestion of Secretary 
Allmg a number of horticultural waxes are being tried 
by dipping the clumps and divisions in them and measur­
ing the extent to which the water loss is cut clown in 
various humidities. In last year's tests waxing with 
paraffin, and wrapping with various kinds of tissues 
such as waxed paper and cellophane were tried along 
with packing the roots in various materials such as 
peat, soil, etc. The results showed that coating the roots 
with wax greatly cut down their water loss and proved 
to be quite successful in preventing the roots from dry­
ing out to an injurious degree. Of the storage media 
tried, granulated peat moss (German) either in an air 
dry or slightly moist condition gave by far the best 
results. (See illustration.) 

In connection with these experiements, one difficulty 
came to light which seems to explain a trouble which 
has been reported several times which hacl occurred 
when Dahlia roots were stored in barrels or other tight 
containers. The injury became apparent when in certain 
tests the roots were closed in airtight containers. \i\lhen 
the roots were taken out they appeared to be in good 
condition rtt least as far as their plumpness was con­
cerned but upon cutting the roots open most of the 
tissue was brown and the crowns were entirelv dead. 
It appears more than likely that the injury was - due to 
a lack of oxygen supply or too high a content of carbon 
dioxide which had accumulated during the storage 
period. 

Shade Cloth Houses 
For the past several years, Dahlias have been used 

extensi\·e ly as a test plant in experiments in utilizing 
the shacle cloth house for commercial cut flower produc­
tion. Jn most instances, Dahlias have shown a very 
decided improYement in color, size, length of stem and 
production when grown in an aster cloth house. ' (See 
illustration.) This improvement is due largely to the 
protection the cloth affords from insect pests, high tem­
perature, the ravages of wind and rain and many other 
environmental factors. \ 1Vhile the blooms produced arc 
of superior quality, the root production is usually de­
cidedly inferior. Since the use of a shade cloth house 
is being rccommenclecl quite extensively for the produc-
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tion of exhibition blooms, it seemed important to stndy 
the problem of root fonwttion under the cloth. 
The experiments have been carried on for two summers, 
but unfortunately no conclusive results are available. 
From the test, howev er, several interesting points have 
come to light, the most interesting of which perhaps 
is the fact the storage conditions of the roots prior 
to planting apparently have some effect on subsequent 
development of roots. The problem is to be studied 
further. 

Fertilizers 

Another problem which is of considerable importance 
is that of fertilization of Dahlias and during the lac;t 
year certain tests were carried out to obtain information 
on this subject. Some of the more important phases 
which are being investigated are 

( 1) The effect of the various nutrient elements 
when applied in separate carriers. (2) The most desir­
able percentage combination for compl ete fertilizers. 
( 3) The rate of application of fertilizers. It is seldom 
if ever possible to draw any conclusions from one year's 
experiment with fertilizers but it is 11oped that after 
several years some of the underlying principles of Dahlia 
fertilization will be better understood. 

Insect Control 

One of tl1e big problems in Dahlia growing in many 
regions is controlling the insects. Perhaps two of the 
most common and most devastating are the Tarnished 
Plant Bug and Leaf Hopper. In certain localities the 
prevalence of these insects completely prohibits the grow­
ing of Dahlias. In order to help solve this problem 
and to test spray and dust materials regarding their 
effectiveness in killing and repelling the insects, a very 
extensi \ 'e experiment was set up. The work on insect 
control is being carried on in cooperation with the De­
partment of Entomology, the work being under the 
immediate supervision of Dr. W. E. Blauvelt. Sin•:e 
he can best describe the experiements in insect control 
and giYe the results to elate, no discussion of this phase 
is included here. Dr. Blauvelt has consented to prepare 
:t separate article on this subject which will be found 
in ;in early issue. 

The American Dahlia Society through its officers ha,:; 
het>n exceptionally encouraging and cooperative in this 
exrerimental work. ?-.lost of the Dahlia roots have 
been supplied by members of the society and many very 
useful suggestions concerning the work have been 
g-iven. All this is greatly appreciated by the Department 
of Floriculture and Ornamental Horticulture of Cornell 
Uniyersity. 

Photo by R. C. Allen 

C lump at left stored 
through winter in 
slightly wet peat 
moss. Clump at right 
in air dried peat 

moss. 
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DAHLIA SOCIETY, Inc. 
ORGANIZED MAY 10, 1915 

"The Society is formed for the purpose of stimulating interest in 
and promoting the culture and development of the Dahlia; to 
establish a standard nomenclature; to test out new varieties and 
give them such recognition as they deserve; to study the diseases 
of the dahlia and find remedies for same, and to disseminate in­
formation relating to this flower; to secure uniformity in award­
ing prizes at flower shows, and to give exhibitions when deemed 

advisable.'' 

LYNN B. DUDLEY, President 
18 Interlaken Drive Tuckahoe, New York 

C. LOUIS ALLING, Secretary and Treasurer 
251 Court Street, West Haven, Connecticut 

GORDON F. vVAASER, Vice-President and Editor 
269 South Grand Avenue, Baldwin, New York 

Editorial 

In keeping with the Editorial policy of serving every 
Dahliast, we publish in this issue an article on "Growing 
Green Plants Successfully.' On so many occasions T 
have received letters advising that plants purchased from 
"so and so" have failed. . . . Upon investigation, it 
developed that in many instances the plants in question 
had been supplied by very reputable a-rowers, bt1t were 
improperly handled by the purchaser. In fact, in most 
cases, the plants became victims of insect ravages. 

Some of our commercial grmvers will recall instances 
where these investigations have restored customer good­
will and a revival of interest in Dahlia growing by those 
seemingly discouraged. 

We hope the current write-up will prove of material 
advantage to many amateur Dahlia fans and improve 
that confidence in sincere commercial growers so much 
desired for the advancement of the Dahlia. 

• 
The February issue of the B LTLLETI N wa published on 

time-this current numher se\'cral weeks ahead of our 
regular schedule. vVe believe this will prove advantageous. 

It is our intention to place the B L1Ll.F:T!N in your hands 
exactly on time and we will strive to have each issue 
brimful of the latest Dahlia news. \Ve must have full 
cooperation of those who contribute material; also the 
secretaries of affiliated societies, and our advertisers. 
Please make it a matter of special attention to send your 
copy to the Editor in ample time. 

Our summer issue will be in our readers' hands August 
1st, which means that all forms must positively close 
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Ju!.Y JOt~. l i thi s appeal s to you, say it with fri endly 
cooperation. 

, ,-\nother wc_ll known per sonage has gone on. 1\fr. 
Charles Recd, mtrodu cer of some of the Jaro-est and most 
~pectacular Dahlias died on 1\tarch 27th ~fter a brief 
illness of pneumonia. 

_Mr. ~eccl ~1acl joined the group of Dahlia fans at the 
Lido dmner Jmt one week before his death. 

In th~ course of his after dinner talk he said that while 
he realized he _was out of step with certain programs of 
the A. D. S. Ill ) ears gone by, he found the plans for 
rn:;7 and the future so completely in line with his views 
that he l.1ad al.ready "taken off his coat and would keen 
on workmg with all the energy at his command." -

Charlie, tha~ tho~1ght ·will be your lasting memory and 
we who rema111 will carry on to achievement the plans 
promulgated with your help. 

• 
The Dahlia season is. not as yet under way, but already 

there _have appeared m a number of newspapers and 
magazmes stones of Dahlias and Dahlia interest. 

I am realiably in formed that in some instances this 
is the first time the subject of Dahlias has been dis­
cussed. This should awaken in the minds of countless 
flower lovers a desire for a Dahlia planting. 

Every Dahliast should become publicity minded I With 
this additional incentive, if each of us, between now 
and June 1st would be responsible for just one more 
person growing Dahlias what progress would result . 

• 
Hats off to the Dahlia Society of Ohio on the occasion 

of the initial publication of their Dahlia Bulletin. 
Volume 1, number 1, d~ted February, 1937, features the 
announcement and details of their Fall Show also an 
article on "Stem Rot" by Dr. H. H. Smith. ' 

This Society is fortunate in having as its President 
one. of Dahlia's choicest. men, Mr. F. V. R. Viers, af ~ 
fcctwnately known to his host of friends East North 
South and ·west as "Val." Vle of the A. D. 'S. wisl; 
you continued success and stand ready to cooperate with 
you. 

• 
\Ve arc apprcciati,·e of th contributions, in this issue, 

of l\Ir. Avery 0-'esbitt, Lynbrook, Long Island. IJis illus­
tration of a green plant, also his report of the Lido 
Dinner recall his "out of the ordinary" posters which 
proved so effective in the publicity campaign Ior last 
year's New York Show . 

These hand painted posters provided the motif for 
some of the attractive windo\v displays in leading Aower 
shops. 

Vv e hope, from time to time to take further advantage 
of Mr. N esbitt's generosity-all for the advancement of 
the Dahlia. 

• 
Will you do your foll part to help make the BULLETIN 

so informative that all will eagerly await each succeed­
ing issue? Send your views to the Editor-also material 
which you believe will be of wide interest. 
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O nr ma il hox docs not receive, too o ften, a publica­
tion as interesting as the 1farch issue of the Bulletin of 
the West Virginia Dahlia Societ31 . 

Replete with in formative articles, it so und s a note of 
fri endliness whi ch is indeed desirable. 

We note the \Vest V irginia Dahlia Sl1ow and Tl1e 
Court of Flowers, "Two Go rg·eous Days'' will be held 
September ] 7th and 18th at Fairmont. 

This Society, at its own expense, donat ed advertising 
space to announce the .'-\.. D. S. National Show at New 
York City Septeml er 23rd, 24th, 2:'5th. 

Congratulations to Editor Shurtleff and hi s g r oup of 
hu stling Dabliaist s: we wish you continued success ancl 
a g rand Show. 

• 
Recalling :rvr r. ?\ ick Koenig's spmt o f cooperation in 

supplying blooms for last season's New York Show, it 
does not surprise us to learn that he has suggested 
now th e donation of stock to amateur and commercial 
growers who have suffered se rious losses in the flood 
ZJOnes. The matter is being given attention by the 
Michigan Society. Mr. Koenig would be the first man 
to think about such a thing and to use Bruce Collin's 
phraseology-"Nick has a heart as big as a tombstone." 

• 
A complete li st o f show dates wi ll be published in our 

:\ugust BuLLETlN, which we hope to have in the mail s by 
:\ tio-u st l st. Sccrctarie of afnl iatecl soc ieties are re­
queste I to notify us promptly when dates arc set as we 
are frequ ently asked for this information. 

P lease notify th e sec retary promptly of any change of 
address. Tlle BULLETIN i mail ed second class and this 
type of mail is not forwarded to a new address by the 
post office. 

. \re your due pai d Postage for follow np noti ces is a 
large item of expen ·e and can be eliminated if our 
m l.' ml' ers will coi.1perate. 

• 
Catalogs have been streaming in- the Dahlias which 

you and 1 were glad to pay ten dollars each to prornre 
a few short years ago may be purchased today for a 
dollar or less. And some of these varieties are still 
unbeaten in their classes. 

\Vhat an opportunity for the novice! Some varieties 
arc alr caclv sca r ce, if not sold out. So hetter hurry and 
place that- order to avoid disappointment. 

• • • 
New Variety Registrations 

. \ppli cati on has been macle, with the custnmary fee 
n f $1.'lO, to reg ister the names of each variety mention ed 
below. l f no prio r rights exist, and there 1s no valid 
nhj cction voiced within a reasonable leng th of time, 
rc g·istration will be consiclcrccl made. 

Mrss l NNOCENCE. Semi-cactus to incur\'ed cactus. 
Pure white. By F. L. Purrington, ~20 :1 \\' est Prairie 
. hcnue, \\'heaton, Illinois. 

Drm \\ ' 1LSON. In formal decorati,·e. Colonial buff, 
tinted rosolane purple to tyrian pink(, almost white 
re\'erse. By Albert Parrella, 3380 Ely A venue, Bronx, 
>Tew York City. 

II 

Nuttouul 
Aaaoriutiou of 

Q!omm.errtal muqlia ~row.era 
3J urorpnrate h 

. 'This Ai-;socialion is a n incorporated o rganization and 
is composed u( r e1) u tab le and financia lly responsible 
Dahlia growe r s and dealers. Th ei r pric s are fair, but 
they a r e not cut r aters. Co n seq u ently the stock you 
r ece ived from any of th ern is g u·ua n t ed as to quality, 
trueness, a nd repla e m e n t. Every root i s g u a ranteed 
to sprout and grow·. Ever y root is g uara nteed true to 
n a m . Any failure will be replaced without cost. 

'.rhi s emb l em in the cn.ta l og, statio n e r y, or adverti se­
ment of a Dahli a g r ower s igni fi es his m mb e r s hip in 
the NA DG. It slancls .ro r Integrity, Reliability, an d a 
Sq u are Deal. 

C'. "Lo ui s Alling, 251 Court St., \ Vest Hav n, Conn . 
W. A. Ang-ell, 33 W stmin ster SL, Providenc , R. I. 
Babylon Dahl ia Garde n s , Babylon, L. T., N. Y. 
Badett.y Bros., 4 0 Prospect St., Hun lin gton , N . Y. 
C'. W. Ballay, Palo A lto, Calif . 
Baurnann's Dahlia Gardens, R. F.D. 3, B irmin g h am, Mich. 
W. E. Birr e ll, Summerville, Ontario. 
W. Atlee Burpee Co ., Philadelphia, Pa. 
C' h a u tauq u a Dahlia Fields, Mayville. N. Y. 
R. L. rigler, 32•1 Iris Rd., Cov in gton, Ky. 
D:ihlir-del Nurseri s, Vineland, N . .J. 
Edµ;a.r W. Darling, 212 Washington St., Fairh ave n, ]'"lass. 
W. L. --W. Darnell, En.st Moricl1es, L. I., N. Y. 
Delig-ht-U-Ciarclens, Irvington Sta., Indianapolis, Ind. 
F. E. Dixon , Scotcll Plains, N . .T . 
l\fajor .Tames D. EAstman, Laure l, "Md. 
Adam Felsinger. R. 2, Lancaster, P a . 
Fisher & Masson, 121 Aberne th y Drive, '.rrenton, N. J. 
Fraser's Dahlia Gardens, Willimantic, C nn. 
F. W. Gall oway, Lim eston e Dahlia Gardens,Maysville,Ky . 
Gerldn B roth e r s, Rt. 12, Ln.ncaster, Ohio. 
J . A. Kemp, Little Silver, N. J . 
Keystone Dahlia Ciardens, Hickville, L. T., N. Y. 
Kit Gardens, 9 Irvington St., Springfi lc1 , Mass. 
Knollwood Ga.rd n s, 222- N.Trad St.,Wins'ton-Salem, N . . 
Ruth C'. Kunzman, H:unzmn,n Dahlias, N w A lbany, Ind. 
'l'homas Lea.v itt, Assinippi, Mass. 
L ocu st V a ll ey Dahlia Fn.rm. C old Snrings Harbor, N. Y. 
Mn.cl fiiver Gard n s. n. Paul Wicl;:ershn,m, U rbann., Ohio. 
i.Irs. J en ni e E. Mendham, Box 18 5, Easton, Pa. 
Old Trn.il Dahlia. c::.udens, 1305 Forsythe Ave., Colmn-

bus, Ohio. 
Parkway Dahlia O:uclens, l 012 East 178th St., N. Y. 
L. K. Penco ·k, Peacock Dahlia Fa.rms, Dahlialand, N. J . 
H n rl 'Y T. Peck, (;olden Rule Farm, Lebanon, Ohio. 
Pioneer C'ity D a hlin C:arcl0ns, W. 1'. Buell, l\fari e tta, Ohio. 
Premier Dnhlin Gal'dens. 31 :.\f rtz Ave., H ills id e , N. J. 
H.icln\·oocl Dt.h li a Cn.rtl., G . A. Richardson, Cincinnati, O. 
Orman P. Roach, 113 Empire St., E. Lynn, l\Tass. 
Roose\·0It Dahlia Gardens, l\'TrR . . T. \1\T. Honcl, Roswell, On. . 
Rusclunohr Dahlin Gardens, Rockville C'entre, L. I.,N. Y. 
Carl Salbach, Ci57 Woodmont AY ., B rkeley, Calif. 
~knrhoro <inrdens C'o., Ltd., Scarboro, Ontari o. 
nr. R. S. Shattuck, 162 Elm St., EY rett, l\fass. 
f>r . H. H. Smith, Rocky River, Ohio. 
Jam s Smith, 700 Somerset St., Plainfield, N. J . 
Southern Bulh l< a rm , North, South Carolina. 
Strai-;en Floral Gardens, Austinburg, Ohio. 
Sll· ph e n son Dahlia Gardens, Santa l\foni ca, Calif. 
Suc·cess Dahli::t Gardens, Ln;w1·ence , Mass. 
!\Jilton F. U nte rm eyer, .Jr., Elberon, N. J. 
R. Vin cent Jr. & Sons, White l\Tarsh, l\Jd. 
H . . Jay WPlcher, N warl<, N. Y. 
\V. \"IV. Wihnore, Denver, Colorado. 

Any reputable and r e liahl e commercial Dahlia gro1ver 
is e ligible to m e mb ership in this Association. Full 
n a rti culars may be obtained by addressing Secre tary 
Thomas Leavitt, Assinippi, l\!ass. 
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Dahlia Forum and Exchange 
If there's something you would like to know­

or some cultural or historic lore you would like 
to pass along-or if you have the itch to write 
about Dahlias-then this is your department. 
Address Sec'y Alling. 

R.eminiscences by Eighty=Three Year Old Dahlia Fan 

You will recall the picture of the Dahlia Old Tirners, 
shown on page :15 of the last (February) BULLETIN. In 
the center of this picture was I\ a than A. M iller, charter 
member of th e A. D. S. 

'vVe are in receipt of a letter from friend Miller which 
says in part: ··.L appreciate the picture and write up, 
which shows the good feeling always shown between 
Dahlia lovers. 1 like to be remembered fo r what I have 
tried to do to advance the Dahlia. If I had kept notes 
pe rhaps l should be able to write up some of my Dahlia 
experiences but as I am eighty-three years of age my 
memory is not as good as it was thirty years ago. 

"The A. D. S. has taught people to grow better Dahlias. 
Thirty-five years ago there were not many people who 
grew th em here in the east. There was more ignorance 
about this flower than knowledge then. I little realized 
then what a society such as ours could do for better 
Dahlias. At th ::i t time 'vV. 'vV. Wilmore, of Denver, was 
the leader in Dahlias. l\fany of the varieties he origin­
ated are still grown today. But today they are grown 
under better conditions than we grew them, because now 
study and experiment has taught us what to do and what 
not to do to get the best results. I remember that years 
ago Wilmore wrote me that he had a lady customer who 
complained that his Dahlias had not given results. Upon 
inquiry he found that she had punched hol es in the lawn 
with a pointed stick large et:.ough to accommodate the 
root and stuck them in the holes. She expected a lot of 
nice blooms. That was quite typ ical of the Dahlia cul­
ture knowledge in those days. 

"The sad part of Dahlia friend ship comes when thost 
with whom we have been associated pass on. I read in 
the papers recently of the death of Tarbox, of East Green­
wich, R. 1., at the age of ninety-seven. Truly there was a 
veteran of Dal1liadom. One fatl years ago he hired a 
whole railroad train fr om Newport, R. I., to take a 
group to visit his Dahlia farm, people from along the 
shore line. It's true it clid not cost as much to do this 
forty-five years ago as it would now. He also hired a 
large tent and invited four hundred people of Iewport 
to visit his Dahlia farm and partake of an old-fashioned 
clam bake and chowder. Tarbox was one of the first 
men in the east to make the Dahlia popular with those 
who had money to spend to make life happier and foll of 
more beautiful things. 

"Years ago there were a lot of Dahlias grown around 
New Haven and John Slocomhe had a nice house made 
of lath, the forerunner of wire and cloth l1ouses of to­
day, which have recently been shown in th e BULLETIN. 

This lath house was built in sections so that he could 
turn the roof up edgewise to let the sunshine in and then 
turn it flat to prctect the plants he grew. 

Conducted by 
Secretary C. Louis Alling 
251 Court Street, West Haven, Conn. 

"The Dahlia Mad. Vanda11 Dail was new then and 
produced beautiful blooms on long sterns. Under the 
l a~h house the plants did not g row so tall, but they cer­
tainly bloomed freely. I reca ll that an early frost came 
or~e fall and Slocombe covered the top of the lath house 
with asparagus tops and as a result he had blooms nearly 
a month longer than those grown outside. 

''Sometime I will write a story for you on how I 
studied the habits of hees in order to make a perfect 
cross of two varieties of Dahlias and have the bees do all 
the worlc The resultant crosses produced some fine 
varieties which got good sco res at the A. D. S. Storrs 
'frial Grnuncls. ~ -got the bees to operate on the pollen 
tor me on the Iu11g of A 11h111m as the seed parent. I 
used this one on account of its sp lendid habits of growth. 

"I'll tell you more about that next time, it' s another 
story." 

· Nathan A. ~!tf.illcr, TVaHi 11 gford, Con1Zcctic11f. 

• • • 

NEW YORK SHOW, 

September 23, 24, 25 
We return thi s year to the Grand Ball Room of the 

Hotel Pennsylvania, where so many successfu l A. D. S. 
shows have been staged in the past. 

This l1eautiful auditorium will be air conditioned, mak­
ing possible a three-clay show, which is being planned. 

M_r. E_clward Lloyd is show manager, much to our 
g rat1ficat1on. He is an exponent of the axiom, "Action, 
not Words." Incleecl, his is a dynamic of action and level 
he~~led efficien~y. He possesses that rare quality of 
ability to remam calm under pressure. During the ex· 
citement of setting up the show, he is perhaps the coolest 
man on the floor and hi s mind functions unmolested. 

Mr. Lloyd requests your suggestions for changing our 
regular plan of "lay-out" for the show, if an improve­
ment can be found. vVrite him and explain your views. 
His address is 2 Upland Way, Verona, New Jersey. 

Should the weather treat us kindly during the earl} 
weeks in September, this should be the finest Dahlia 
show ever staged. 

Tt is not too early to begin planning vacations so as 
to be with us at New York on these gala days. Those 
who are not too far distant should arrange to exhibit. 
(Mr. Webb, of Scranton, is a consistent competitor at 
New York, and wins his share of prizes from growers 
comparatively close to our city.) 
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Michael A. Batto 

Mr. Batto in his garden, where so many happy hours were 
spent. 

B3• Ed-ward :!. O'Kccfe 

Many l.iave said that l\Iichael A Batto was rare 
among prmces in the realm of Dahlias. 

. :\nd since h~ has gone the way of pollen which, under 
his tender guidance, brought into glorious being such 
famous blooms as Adirondacl~ Sunset and William J. 
Ra.thgebcr, admiring hosts in Dahliaclom today speak 
cloqnently of him. 

Michael Batto was a grand person to all who shared 
his f ricndship. To them, and to a world of flower lovers 
the geniality of his every mood and generosity of hi~ 
acts shall long he cherished. Their affection and es­
teem were well deserved. 

It was. ~1ic~ael Batto's devotion to his myriad bright­
h,uecl subJ ects 111 what wa~ knO\yn as the Parkway Dahlia 
C1arclens, t11at hastened his untimely end. In a sense he 
sacrificed his life for his flowers for had he not wor~ied 
so much about them, his health may not have been so 
impaired. 

Du ring the fifteen years l\flichael Batto devoted to the 
Dahlia cause he won countless friends not only for the 
rare beauty of the blooms he introduced but the fine 
character and lovable personality that were his. The 
tragedy of it all is that he should have died so young. 
He was :i1 years old. having been born on December 
13, 188G, in the city of New York. 

Growing Dahlias was Michael Batto's hobby. He 
loved all flowers-all growing things but no man can 
concentrate on all things. He chose the Dahlia, an<l 
watching it unfold its beauty, grubbing with his bare 
hands in the soil surrounding the plants, offset the sordid 
daily grind of tracking criminals to their lairs, beating 
city pavements in the glare of a nooday sun, or the 
watchful waiting at some windswept corner in sub-zero 
weather. 

For twenty-seven years Michael Batto was a member 
of the police force of New Yark City. The esteem in 
which he was held was evident March 1st this year when 
he was laid to rest in Woodlawn Cemetery with mem-
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Dies February 27 
b~rs of the Police Honor Legion in attendance, the 
highest honor that can be bestowed upon a patrolman. 
More than 100 policemen in uniform escorted his body 
to the grave. 
H~ had received recognition, when liYing, in the form 

of hve gold stars for bravery and courage won in the 
face of great personal peril. 

l_n one instance Patrolman Charles H. Reilly was 
slam _by a bandit. Michael l..latto, shunning all regard 
for his own chances captured the thug, together with 
three who were harboring him-without outside assist­
ance. 

l\lichael Batto's first citation was won in 1914 when 
he stopp~d a runaway horse with wagon before it 
plunged mto a group of children in front of Public 
School No. 32 in Brooklyn. He had to go to the hos­
pital from his own injuries but he had saved the lives 
of a group of terrified children. 

Tl~cre was a citation for his bravery in entering a 
burmng tenement before the firemen arrived and his 
single-handed rescue of five small children. The mother 
and three other chi ldren perished in the flames. 

The arrest . of three notorious gunmen November 19, 
Hl18, won l\J 1chael Batto another gold star. 

Just a year later, October 2;'5, 1919, he arrested two 
criminals after being stabbed by one of them. 

Five stars and countless other one-man achievements 
which didn't make front page news but carried with 
them protection for thousands of helpless and innocent 
and plenty risk to the patrolman. There was the woman 
who. •vas struggling w}th a .drunken coachman for pos­
sess1?n of a b~ttch~r s kmfe, Batto's prompt action 
alleviated the s1tuat1011. He chased a pair of horse 
thi~ves. fro1'.1 the Bronx to Bridgeport, Connecticut, 
which 1s qmte. a step. He captured both of them and 
sent them to jail. Another chase resulted in the capture 
of a Russian spy, George L. Provost who had skipped 
a $30,000 bail bond. 

There were otl1er public rewards besides gold stars. 
In Jnne, 1925, Michael Batto was made Sergeant. Be­
fore he donned the uniform, while having trouble find­
ing. ~he hangout of a white slave ring, he spent a week 
trailmg through a certain section with his pushcart 
yel ling "Bananas," being particularly persuasive with 
his wares when some passerby, whose face he wanted 
to study, needed urging. The re<l bandanna and big dark 
eyes helped the delusion and Batto was a good actor 
when the occasion demanded. 

He sol\'ed a very baffling murder mystery and had the 
distinction of giving the evidence which sent the first 
woman to the electric chair in New York State. 

Turning to his Dahlia proclivities, his introduction of 
.~!diro11dacl~ Su11sct with "50,000 people can't be wrong" 
slogan will long be remembered. 

/-.mong his most recent introductions were Adirondacl.: 
Sunset, .·ldorable, ~Miss Sunshine, On Parade. 

In the last few years, at a great expense, he imported 
the best foreign varieties. Our foreign growers have 
lost a friend. His place will be difficult to fill. At the 
time of his passing he had the sole rights for Araclme 
Croix Du S11d, and Directuer Plumcocq. ' 

The past year has taken a very heavy toll among the 
Dahlia fraternity. 

\Ve shall all miss yon Michael, miss your beaming 
personality at the meetings and at the shows. How wr 
shall miss those long interesting letters only you could 
make so welcome. Our fondest hope is that vou are 
growing Dahlias in that Great Beyond. · 
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What's Being Ordered This Year? 
Not an Honor Roll-Rather a Statistical Report of 
the New Dahlias which A.D.S. Officials will grow 

m 1937. 

N olc: The figitres in parenthesis after each descn"p/ion 
denotes number of votes for that varie/31. 

It looks like autumn shades have the preference with 
eleven. Yellows come next with eight. Whites, reds 
and purples tie with five each. Bi-colors with two 
choices, come before orange, lavender, and rose with one 
each. 

These form the color pref erenc:es among forty-eight 
large type new Dahlias which A. D. S. officers. to the 
number of twenty-nine, say they like best and will grow 
this season. 

Among these selections, there are twenty-eight A. D. S. 
Certificates of Merit awarded at the Trial Grounds at 
Storrs, Connecticut, and East Lansing, Michigan. This 
seems to substantiate the claims that official ratings, made 
after careful checking throughout blooming season, by 
several teams of judges, is the best known method of 
evaluating the worth of a new Dahlia variety. 

As one who has visited the Trial Grounds once or twice 
a season during the past seven or eight years, I have 
come to the conclusion that this system, though not per­
fect, is the best yet devised. 

I make no claim that our scoring system used there is 
perfect. I make no assertion that everyone who judges 
on the teams at the Trial Grounds is infallible. But 
under the present plan of frequent scoring by different 
judges and a final check-up and averaging of total scores, 
we have the best structure for an unbiased honor roll 
that has yet been suggested. Of course, we might add 
six more judges in order to he more certain of a "good 
deal'' llecision. 

Now and then, 1'11 admit, J have been flattered when 
several growers have suggested that I make an honor roll 
selection. I have enough sel £-confidence to think I could 
pick a pretty good list-but 1 don't believe I should, at 
this time, anyway. H for no other reason, I don't believe 
that a President of the A. D. S. should start an honor 
roll just because 11e is President. 

Understand, I think honor rolls are helpful. With 
Derrill Hart, I hold that any discussion, report, selection 
or writing regarding Dahlias help the cause of Dahlia 
progress. Honor rolls are the opinion of one man or 
woman. Maybe his or her judgment is good. J'vfaybe 
not. But from opinions, good or bad, comes knowledge­
and the more we learn, the better we will love this great­
est of American garden flowers. 

When several requests for public discussion by me of 
the new Dahlias were received, I'll admit that my deter­
mination not to make a oersonal selection caused a 
momentary dilemma. · 

But, being used to employing research in the adver­
tising business, I decided on this plan of finding out (in 
the past tense) what new Dahlias were actually going to 
grace t11e gardens of our A. D. S. officials. 

The experiment proved most interesting, as I think you 
will agree-and it also developed its humor. One officer 

said he thought his two introductions were the best-and 
he hadn't found any seconds. One said, I'll bet you a 
new hat you don't get another selection like mine-and 
he would win the cast iron derby too. Another, whom 1 
positively know attended most of the larger shows, said 
he hadn't seen any that he would trade for some of the 
older ones. Another aid : "\Ve purchase (really buy, 
and not trade for) new varieties of the other growers 
and we try to follow the honor rolls. Since Derrill 
Hart's death, it is increasingly difficult because we used 
to follow his selections pretty closely. Now, we try to 
pick the best flowers, provided they have the proper 
/ntbf.icit_v back of them. Jt naturally follows that the 
growers in whom we have the most confidence, plus the 
best varieties, will get our orders. This year, I am giving 
more attention to trial ground reports, perhaps belatedly, 
but J believe that they are, at present, the best means that 
we have of judging the new Dahlias before growing them 
ourselves. I commend to all growers, the trial ground 
reports. Theoretically, you should be better enabled to 
select the best 1937 introductions from these reports. Ancl 
actllally, I, for one, believe tl1ey come nearer to the real 
facts than any one person's opinion." 

Nearly every official agreed that I had given him or her 
a tough job. I asked only for five selections. The five 
they were going to buy to augment the standard varieties 
they are now growing. :Here are the results of the 
research, with descriptions and some comments. Natllrally, 
I cannot reveal the names of the officers and what 
varieties they will buy individually. That's a secret that 
even a sit down strike colllcl not wring from me. 

Note-(C) indicates the v:iriety has won a certificate; 
(CC) indicates two certir1catcs ancl the number in paren­
thesis at the encl shows the number of times each variety 
was selected. -

G1·eater Glory (Salem Dahlia Ga rel ens). Quite evi­
dently this one is another one to give j udg-es pause. A 
borderline between semi-cactus-cactus-and possibly re­
curved and straight cactus. Before maturity it is a semi­
cactus. Color, deep rose pink with some blooms showing 
cream. This will also occasion some comments at shows 
over "true to color" scoring·. Grows to good size. Habits 
and stem satisfactory. (8) 

Robert L. Ripley (Salem Dahlia Gardens). Tnformal 
decorative. Color, rhodamine purple according to Ridge­
way. Tn effect, it is rose pink to lavender. I saw this 
displayed in a basket at the Detroit Show. The blooms 
were not in the best of condition but it was plain that 
this Dahlia had both large size and interesting form and 
color. It was also shown at New York and looked 
good. (9) 

Americcm P1lrity (American Dahlia Farms). Semi­
cactus. Pure white. Stems are straight and strong. 
\Von many prizes, incluclin~ an Achievement Medal. 
Shown very large. Good substance. This one ran high 
in number selecting it. (9) 

(CC) Willian,,,]. Wyllie (Greenough-Ruschmohr). One 
of the new big formals. Color, sulphur ytllow shading 
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to buff. Has an overlaid color of pinkish tone which 
adds interest. ·Certificate at Storrs, 1935, and at East 
Lansing, 193G. Can be grown very large. (5) 

(C) GrC'at Eastern (Kemp). Informal decorative. 
Color, greenish yellow to lemon yellow, tinted amaranth 
purple. Early bloomer. Good heavy foliage. A big 
one. Certificate at East Lansing, 1936. (5) 

Jil/lmy Foxx (Johnson). Jnformal decorative. Cop­
pery red with henna overlaid color. This won Derrill 
Hart Memorial Medal and American Achievement Medal 
at New York in Seedling Class. Very large. Stem is 
rather heavy detracting somewhat from poise of flower. 
(4) 

(C) Dream Girl (Lee). Informal decorative. Salmon 
and coral pink with blending of pale gold. Said to be 
one to grow very large. \Von Achievement Medal, 
Tacoma, 1936. Scored 8-1 M at East Lansing, 1936. (6) 

.Mrs. J a/lies Roosevelt (Parrella). Semi-cactus to in­
formal decorative. Another border line variety. Color, 
grenadine red with yellow base of petals and blending o-f 
Yellow as Hower matures. lt is different in form and 
g-rows large. (3) 

( ) Miss Ohio (Parcncia). Tncurved cactus. l\fagenta, 
with tones of listerine purple according to Ridgeway. 
Prolific bloomer. Thi won as best seedling ta Detroit, 
including Derrill Hart l\lernorial ?\fedal. ·Certificate at 
Storrs, 1936. (5) 

Mad Rt"7-•er Chief (Wickersham). Tnformal decorative. 
Carmine to purplish red at center. Very larn-e. Early 
bloomer. ,ood keeper. ( 4) 

(CC) Mfrs Oaldand (Ho k Koenig). Informal dec­
oratiYe. W1hite witl1 faint sulphur yellow at base of 
petals. \Vlon many lirsts at 1936 shows. Was originated 
by Theodore J. Sjoberg, Oakland, California. .Early 
bloomer. Good keeper. \Von certificate at Storrs, 1936, 
and at East Lansing, 1935. (5) 

( C) P 11 rple 11Iist (Em1w)l1ds). Formal decoratiYe. 
Dark violet carmine. Early bloomer. Good keeper. 
Certilicate at Ea t Lansing, 1!J35. (3) 

(C) Rudolph,s Giant (Ruclolph-Ruschmohr). Infor­
mal decorative. Pinard yellow splashed with flesh. 
Blooms late. Dne to shortag- · of tock, this variety has 
been withdrawn until 19:38. Certificate Storrs, JD34. (3) 

(C) Red T' ictor (Strase11). Informal clecorati\'e. 
Spectrum red, outer petals, lighter tips. Foliage beauti­
ful and well cut. St ms ok1y. Compact grower about 
four and one-half feet. I saw this growing at Storrs 
when it received a certificate. , \lso in originator's gar­
den where in rows it was most impressive. Certificate 
Storrs, 1 fl3G. ( 4) 

Tf' uc/11111.<1 Giant (Smith). Informal decorative. Light 
yellow with suffusion of old rose. An autumn variety 
of interest and ize. I-lave seen it growing in orio-inator's 
garden, and , how in color cla~ses at New York. It has 
good winning possibilities. (3) 

(CC) Television (Straight-Dahliadel). Informal dec­
orative. Ridgeway says alizarine pink with yellow sheen, 
and back petals and center spinel pink. Very interesting. 
Size aronnd eight inches. Certificates at both Storrs and 
East Lansing. ( 3) 

Ro_val Pennant (Fenton Kemp). Formal decorati\'e. 
Almost a royal purple-rich tones ancl said to he resist­
ant to heat. (2) 

(C) Pacific Splendor (Ballay-Success). Informal dec­
orative. One of the all too rare pastel shades. A deli­
cate fa,·ender pink. Artistic formation of petals. Cer­
tificate at Storrs, HJ35. .-\chievement :Jr edal winner at 
Cincinnati. ( 3) 
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Miss bidiana (Dr. White, Indianapolis). Formal 
decorative, delicate pale pink. Excellent keeper. Won 
medal at Jndianapolis. (1) 

(C) Free/des (Kemp). Informal decorative. Lemon 
yellow to greenish yellow, splashed scarlet. Good sub­
stance. Flowers medium size. Certi.ficate at East Lan­
sing, 1936. (3) 

(C) Fireball (Bissell). Formal decorative. Scarlet 
red. This is a seedling of Dwight W. Marrow. Size 
not so large, but it's a vivic Dahlia anywhere. Saw it in 
originator's garden and at Detroit Show. Profuse 
bloomer. Certificate at East Lansing, 1936. ( 4) 

(C) Incandescent (Litz). Informal decorative. Mar­
tins yellow tinted rose pink, with tyrian pink center. 
Late bloomer. Not large, but interesting form and color. 
Certi1icate at East Lansing, 1936. (1) 

I\.e111p 's Monarch (Fenton-Kemp). Formal decorative. 
Brilliant salmon orange, chrome yellow at base. Petals 
rounded tips involute margins. Foliage thick and resist­
ant. (2) 

Kent11cl~y Sportsman, ('White, Louisville). Informal 
decorative. A bicolor, center lemon yellow, most of 
outer petals a rich amber and white tips. Old rose 
reyerse. A very fine coloring. Good substance. (2) 

(C) Lc/111w11n's 11!adonna (Lehman Chemar). Semi­
cactns to informal decorativ e. 'White, base of petals 
greenish white. Good substance. Stem strong stiff. 
Ccrtilicate at East Lansing, 1936. ( 1) 

( ) Mother Maytrott (Berwick-Dahliadel). Informal 
decorati \·e, white with base of petals light green yellow 
which enhances beauty. Good keeper, can be grown 
large. Pro fuse bloomer. Certificate at Storrs, 1936. (5) 

M arJ,1 Tal/111ad!}e (Alling). lnforrnal decorative. Color, 
smoky old rose with deeper center and reverse, long 
stems with flower facing side. Good keeper. I have 
grown it ancl like it for its unusual coloring and form. (1) 

JlJ ar-:,•land's Aut11111n King (Maryland Dahlia Gardens). 
Tncun-ecl cactus with some semi-cactus leanings in early 
hlooms. _ \mbcr with buff re,·erse. Good substance and 
stem. (1) 

( ) Mrs. Ida Chase (Fenton-Kemp). Straight cactus. 
Pil:ric yellow shading to amaranth pink at tips. Pale 
Jayend~r reverse. Very be::n1tif nl coloring. Certificate 
at Ea5t Lansing, 1fl36. (3) 

(C) Bctt_v Li11grcn (Preas-Ruschmohr). Semi-cactus. 
Pale lemon yellow to light gr enish yellow. Outer petals 
tinted salmon. Good habit.;, profuse bloomer. Stems 
good. ~ ot a large Dahlia bn: interesting. Certificate at 
East Lansing, 193'1. (2) 

Clicrolwe Rose (Dahliadcl). Tnformal decorative. 
Lilac pink , haded rose pink. Seedling of J crsey Bem,ty 
with parents' good qualities. Profuse bloomer. (1) 

( C) 0 pal ( Bcrwick-Dah liaclel). T n formal decorative. 
Soft salmon rose with lighter shading and center lemon. 
Long, broad, wavy petals twist and curl. Can be grown 
very large. Good keeper. Certificate at East Lansing, 
193(). (1) 

Three Foreign Varieties Listed 

Bauer's Masterpiece (Bauer). Informal decorative. 
Color, golden bronze with pnrple violet reverse. Bush 
four feet. Cross between Jane Cowl and Copper King. 
Can l>c grown large. A foreign variety which has found 
friends here. (1) 

Ra11cr's Ideal (Bauer). I'ormal clecorative. Brilliant 
carmine. } lower large, stems Jong, stiff. Does not fade 

rCouli1111cd on following page) 
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What's Being Ordered-Continued 

or burn. ·Said to be an excellent garden, exhibition and 
florists' Dahlia. ( 1) 

Directeur P lu111 cocq (P izant). Rich old gold shaded 
brown. Said to be one of largest Dahlias ever grown, 
and winner of innumerable cups and m edals abroad. 
Scored 98 out of possible 100 points in F rance. Featured 
by severa l growers this year including th e late 1vI:ichael 
Batto, who died suddenly February 27th last. (2) 

Virgo ( G. A. Richardson). Informal decorative to 
semi-cactus. Earlier blooms are semi-cactus. .Color , 
vellow with amber shadings. Form good. Size not so 
ia rge. Grew in my garden. Saw it at Trial Grounds. I 
could not score this one 8:-i but it has a lot of merit. (2) 

( C) Buclle)1e Star (Harley T. Peck). Semi-cactus. 
Lemon yellow tinted lightly deep rose. P rofuse, good 
substance. Size five t o s ix inches. ·Certifi cate at East 
Lansing" 19:36. (2) 

Buclwyc Glory (Harley T. Peck ) . In fo rmal decora­
tive. Rosaline purple or deep lavender with lighter tones. 
l g rew this in my garden, saw it in De1~rill I-Tart's .ga:­
den, a nd check with other A . D. S . officers that 1t is 
most attr active. (2) 

\C) Rex (Geo rge W. F raser ) . Informal decorative. 
Daricum ve ll ow with straw yellow and tints of jasper red 
in center -petals. Grows tall and flowers large. Grew it 
in my garden and scored it at Trial Grounds. (Also 
photographed it. ) ( 2) 

(C) Haslerova (Alo is J ones, Czechoslovakia). Formal 
clei::orati\'e. Bicolor, white or pale lavender with irregu­
la r streaking of carmine. Abundant bloomer, good 
keeper . Received certificate East Lansing, entry by Suc­
cess Gardens, J 936. This won the vase offered by m e for 
the most outstanding bicolor at the New York Show. (2) 

(C) Autu11m Sunset (vV'e lls-Lakeside) . Inforn~al 
decora ti \' e. ·Cross between Champ oeg and Ye llow Prm­
cess. Lemon ye ll ow tinted spine! reel and rose. Flower­
ing habits good. Profuse. F lowers to ten inches and 
over. Certificate at East Lansing, 1935. (3) 

Lemon Gia (Lee) . Semi-cactus. Lemon color without 
shading. Has good size with depth. Long stems. \ Von 
as best semi-cac'tn s a t Tacoma. (2) 

(C) Golden Beauty (Silvernale-Oakleigh Gardens). 
Informal decorative. Center petals apricot yellow, 
decidedly splashed with jasper pink, according to Ridge­
way. Also petals become faintly tinted with Alizarine 
pink. General tone pinkish yellow which makes it lively. 
Habits good. Improved lJy disbudding. Size big, nine 
and one-half to twelve inc!1cs. Certificate at Storrs, 
1936. (3) 

Leland Stanford (Ballay-Success). Informal decora­
tive. Brilliant cardinal reel. Clear, glistening without 
shadings. Petals velvet-like. Can be grown to twelve or 
fourteen inches. Early and profuse bloomer. On order 
of California Idol except color. (-1) 

Lily Pons (O'Keefe-Veile). Informal decorative. 
Pure soft orange without any shading. A ttracted a lot 
of attention at New York. Very large, ten to twelve 
inches or more. Very attractive and a needed color. (2) 

Ramona (Redfern). Semi-cactus. Cerise, suffused 
with rich tints of violet and maroon. vVon Achievement 
Medal at San Francisco. (1) 

(C) Kilgore's King (Kilgore). Informal decorative. 
Lemon yellow in center, outer petals tinted flesh with 

(Cont·inued on page 19) 

The American Dahlia Society 

Additional 'Test' Garden 
at Storrs 

T he American Dahlia Society and th e Department of 
f-1 orticul.ture of th e Connedicut State College, Storrs, 
Lonncct1cut, are co;)perating on :i new experimenta l 
clemonstrat ion garden where the leading exhibiti on 
\'arieties of the various type of Dahlias will be grown 
und er tl~e "so-called fo rcing" con c.l itions of fe rtili zing 
:rnd clisbranching. There will a lso be a co llect ion of 
other varieties su itable fo r garden and landscape use, a l 1 
under the rcro;ona l direction of Prof. R. Patch . 

The fert ilizing and disbranching will be car ried on 
under the able super vision of l\J1r. E. E. Tooker, of Rock­
ville l ' t;1tre , L J. , ;.;. \'., one of the leading amateur 
growers in the east, who knows how to "dynamite" 
Dahlias if anyone does. 

The purpose of the garden is to demon. tr'1.te to the 
public the methods empl oyee! to obta in the large fl ower s 
th at they sec at Dahlia Shows, and to determine, if 
possible, the amount of fe rtili zino· a \'i:tr ietv will stand 
to attain its g reatest size and perfection o( bloom, also 
the effects on the keeping oi the roots in storao-e, and the 
gr owth the fo llowing season from th e \·a rious fo rmulas 
of fertilizers. 

The ga rden will contain the leading newer ex hibiti on 
va rieties in the vari ous types and co lors planted in block!'.' 
fo r compari son. These will be donated bv severa l 
growers to the garden. Howe\·e r, if any grower wh o 
has a variety entered in the l 0:37 Trial Garden at Storrs, 
wishes to have 1t tried out in this garden under tht 
following conditions they mig ht co mmunicate with Prof. 
R. Patch. 

.\ fee of $3.00 per \'ariety, :i roots or plants, w ith a 
limit of t wo varieties to each grower. Sepa rate roots or 
plants must be sent fo r this garden. 

This IS NOT A TR IAL G.\RDEN and no cntr v bla1~ks arc 
r eq uired to fill out, but a description as to color and type 
of the variety will be a great 11 elp in placing it in the 
right section at planting time. 

It is distinctly understood that no report of how a 
Seedling variet31 does in this garden w ill be publi shed in 
th e BULLETIN, but a confidenti a l report will be made to 
th e ow ner covering the full details. This is necessarv to 
avoid conflicting with the official Trial Gardens. - No 
roots will be returned at the end of th e sea on as it will 
be necessary to have them to check up on the effects of 
the fertilizing on the keeping in storage, and growi ng the 
following season, by th e Department of ]-fo rti culture of 
th e college, with the di stinct under standing that no root. 
division, plant or cutting of any new va riety so donated 
shall be given to anyone whatsoever without the written 
consent of the owner. If the owner does not \\'ish to 
donate them fo r thi s work, then the clumps wi ll he 
dest royed in the fall when dug. 

Address all communications t o Prof. R Patch, Con­
necticut State College, Storrs, Connecticut. 

• • • 
We welcome to our editorial staff Mr. George Rich­

ardson of Cincinnati, whose interesting contributions 
appear in this issue. Mr. Richardson's material will be 
a regular feature of the B ULLETIN and will reflect the 
high-tights from the Mid-West. 
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Ch arles G. Reed P asses A\Vay 
Introducer of "the Margaret Broom.all" (2nd U. S. Pat­
ented Dahlia), "Satan", " Murphy's Masterpiece", and 
Many Other Outstanding Varieties. " He died in the midst 

of Dahlia Activities." 

Charlie Reed with one of his "Giants of the Show Room". 

By Thomas A. Leavitt 
(7.v lr o 7.t•as his fr iend- Ed.) 

Charlie l ~ec d is clcacl. l lc was one o f the most 
dynami c, one of th e most coil) rful pe r:onalities tha t has 
been known in t he Dahlia world . H is heart and soul 
were w ra pped np in hi s fl owe rs, in fac t hi s \·ery li fe 
tccn:ccl \\ ith reve rberations of the Dahli a . .-\ncl he di ed 
in the midst of Dahli a activ ities, as would ha ve been hi s 
\\' ish. 

Saturday mo rning , :\f arch ~0th , we attended the morn­
ing ancl aftern oon sess ions of the American Dahlia 
Soc iety in :\"cw Yo rk. He torJk an active interest in the 
proceed ings and at their conclusion in company with Dr. 
Charl es f-1 . Connor we j ourneyed to Long B each, Long 
l sland , th ere t o take part in - the dinner o f th e L ong 
l sland Da hl ia enthu siasts. H ere he made, what were t o 
be, hi s \;-ist r emark s on D ahlias to D ahlia men. 

Sund ay aftern oon on the way home Cha rlie was seized 
with a severe chill and a fter hi s a rriYal home everything 
possible was clone fo r him so fa r as medi cal science was 
concerned but to no a \·ail, ~111d hi s life passed out on 
Saturday evening, March 27th, at 8 :45 o'clock. 

lt was g iven to few, t o really know Charlie Reed. Hi !> 
was a wonde rful ca ree r. Horn of fine ~ew E ngland 
stock in the small t own on H yde Park in the Green 
Mounta ins, be was orphaned when a yo ung l ioy . K ind 
re lat ives cared fo r him and tr ied tu supp ly t he leadersh ip 
of a proud fat her and a Jo,·ing-, tend er mother. ]~caching 
early manho,)d J-.e yea rned tor tl -, e activities ti a t were 
necessa ry to satisfy hi s ene rget ic and rest less n ature. 

F ina ll y he lef t th e little N cw En:~· Jancl tow n and struck 
out for himself. H a rdship a nd p ri va ti on onl y spurr ed 
him (ln to g reater effo r t and more t han thir ty years ago 
1 e decided to ma ke La,v rcncc, 1\ lass:1chu sct ts , hi s ho me. 
l-l c ulJta incd em ployment in th e la rge cs ta lil-ishrnent whe re 
he was still acti ve at the tim e of his death , and it was 
not long befo re he became an outstandin g empl oyee 
because of hi s abili ty, pro mptness, ale rtness and keen 
mincl . H e seemed to make it a rnl c to a lways fi ni sh tl1e 
day's work even th oug h it was mo re than that of a n 
ordinary day . 

.\!a tu rally such lid el ity ancl faithfulness a tt rac ted th e 
att ention of the management and he was elcYa ted quickly , 
step by step, until he became the produ ction engi nee r of 
th e.: la rgest hakin6 estalili shment in Easte rn Massachu ­
setts . This posit ion makes fo r the success or fa ilure of 
any similar ente rpri se and is the re fo re one of th e gr eatest 
re:->p< 111sihility. T he continu ity of his emp]!lytncnt in thi s 
cs tablish1mnt uYer a ll these \·ea rs attests to hi s abilit v 
and persona li ty. . -

He was strong in com munity sp irit . :-\o ma jor activity 
in hi s c ity was e \·cr projected t ha t he did not g ive th e 
full measure o f his ability and time to its success, and 
hi s e lecti on to high office in t l' e loca l Chamber of Com ­
merce and other bu si ness orga nizat ions o f hi s ti-a rle we re 
a tr ;hutc to hi s zeal. 

He was ac ti ve in his church, se r vi ng in import<rnt o ffices 
;:rnl g i\·ing a ll t ime clemande cl of him freely. 

H e became inter ested in Dahli as some tw ent v vears or 
so ago. H a \·ing been a po ultry fancier, it was 11ot hard 
iur him to pick up the outstanding points in Dahli as and 
suun he was exhibiting hi s own seedlings . Then he made 
an ar rangement with t he fan~ou s ]. J. Brooma ll of the 
Pacifi c coast ancl fo r se \' er a l \·cars was t he introducer of 
thi s gentleman' s va ri eti es. 1" hen he became associated 
wit h Rallay o f Cali furnia and has since been the intro­
du ce r o f th is fa mous ori gin at or 's seedlings in th e te rri ­
to ry cast of th e l\ li ss iss ippi Rive r. 

I-l e has ex h ibi ted a t eve n · exhibition n f the D ahlia 
Soc ict .\' o f :\' ew E ngfand since he l)ecamc a member o f 
tha t orga ni zatio n and a lso w::ts a frequ ent ex hibi tor at the 
:\ r w York S how of th e A merican Dahli a Society. 

During hi ::; time he h as int ro duced many cs r ec ia lly fi ne 
Da hli as. H e knew a good D ahli a ancl all th e r eriui sites 
th a t went to make ll[l a good o ne. 1 f it di fl not meet th e 
standard he set. it was ncYer sent out. H e was a fluent 
writer on D ahlia subj ects ancl nnthin ~· g:lve hi m more 
plea sure than thi s line o f wo rk. H e was inte rested in 

(C ontinucd 011 page 2-1) 
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Long Island Dahlia Dinner 
Dr. Bruce B. Preas Arranges Another Suc­

cessful Get-together 

By Avery Nesbit, Lynbrook, L. I. 

Surrounded by the simple elegance of the Lido Beach 
Club, the group of Dahlia men from Long Island 
gathered fo r their annual dinner on Saturday evening 
March 20th. lt would be a mistake to say that the at~ 
tendance was confined to Long I sland men for we saw 
and heard from representatives of seven states, a ll the 
way from Massachusetts to Ohio and West Virginia. 
1t is also wrong to suppose that this yearly event is 
,1ttenclecl by only professional growers, because in thi s 
group of ove r eig hty men \.Vere to be seen not only 
large, commercia l growers but a lso week-end gardeners 
who plant only a few dozen hills. The purpose of this 
dinner was best described by Chairman Dr. B ruce Preas 
who, in his opening remarks, referred to ' 'The fourth 
annual dinner of men who love flowers." 

The dinner was prepared in a style one might expect 
of the Lido Beach Club and was served in a private 
dining room reserved for us. As the dishes from the 
las t course were being cleared away, Chairman Preas 
drew aside a cloth hanging behind the speaker's table 
and disclosed the new emblem for the Long Island Men·s 
Dahlia Association. This emblem, in the form of an 
oblong picture, consisted of the gold letters LIMDA 
imposed upon a map of Long J slancl ; under the letters 
was painted a large, red Dahlia. 

In a brief address the President of the National 
Organization, Mr. Lynn Dudley, requested our coopera­
tion in his plans fo r the growth of the Society. He 
especially emphasized the need for Long Island men to 
assist in the Dahlia ex hibit at the coming World's Fair. 

The speaker of the evening, Dr. Charles Connors, of 
Rutgers University, was introduced by Mr. Warren 
Maytrott. Dr. Connors, who is an authority on hor­
ti cultural resea rch , an entomologist and former Presi­
dent of the N cw J erscy Dahlia Society, had prepared 
for us a talk on the subject of balanced plant feeding. 
lt was delivered in such an interesting manner anci 
with such authority that the attention of everyone was 
held to the very end. In his opening remarks, Dr. Con­
nors reminded us that we do not always fully appreciate 
the natural elements required by growing plants, some 
of these being rainfall, light, atmospheric conditions and 

Field Day at Storrs September 11th 

The wise selection of the elate September 11th assures 
a large attendance at the Storrs Trial and Test Gardens 
this Fall. 

An outstanding speaker will be invited to address those: 
present on the subject "Dahlia breeding." 

Since the new plan for test garden (details appear 
elsewhere in this issue) will be tried out, increased 
interest is already manifest. This is another elate which 
should have careful consideration in your vacation plans. 

soil composition; he urged us to utilize them as much 
as possible. The entire text of Dr. Connor 's address 
wa;:; illustrated with picture slides and as he went from 
one illustration to the next our interest increased by the 
startling results shown in the effects of sunlight anu 
feeding. Contmu ing with tl.e theme "balanced fe eding," one 
of the pictures showed a series of tomato plants which 
had been grown under the speaker 's care but each one 
fed differently. The first plant, vigorous and healthy, 
had been given a balanced diet but each of the other 
plants lacked, in order, magnesium, phosphorus, potash, 
nitrogen and calcium and the result cou ld be seen either 
by r ank growth or scrawny plants. 'vV e also saw in the 
illmtrations how a plant can be forced to a laro-e size 
and still not be healthy because its flowers did not last 
nor cou ld it produce suitable roots. In passing to the 
subject of soil texture Dr. Connors pointed out that 
this important condition of the earth governs the aera­
ti on and exchange of gases in the sub-stratum, and 
showed us that plants growing in poorly culti vated soil 
must perish or become sickly because of suffocat ion. 
In hi s closing remarks the speaker reminded us that all 
conditions of land are different, depending upon the loca­
tion, and that what might be good for one locality 
wou ld not suffice fo r another; therefore, with a basic 
knowledge of what each plant requires we must each 
work out ou r own fee ling and growing requirements. 
The applause accorded Dr. Connors showed with what 
appreciation his remarks we re received. 

During the period of fellowship and conviviality which 
fo llowed, we were shown motion pictures illustrating the 
manner in which some gr owers plant and raise their 
Dahlias. 'You can well imagine the discussion thi 
caused among a group of Dahlia men as each grower 
has his own theories on this subject and is not likelv 
to be inAuencecl by the other fellow's methods. Inter­
csting for many of us were the colored motion pictures 
showing some of the Dahlia exhibits as well as some 
local and California gardens. It was a treat to sec 
pictures of some of the west coast gardens, w ith their 
abundance of grow ing Dahlias. 

At the close of the evening it was generall y agreed 
that we had had a time of profitable experience ancl 
memorable fellowship. 

William H. Tarbox 

At the age of ninety-six, Mr. Tarbox, one-time na·· 
tionally known Dahlia speciali st, died February 15th, at 
his home in Oakland Beach, R. I. He and hi s twm 
brother, who died nine years ago, developed the Tarbox 
Dahlia Farm, East Greenwich, R. I. 



BULLETIN fo r May, 1937 19 

Dahlia Personals- and Personalities 
By Oliver Shurtleff 
Secretary, West Virginia Dahlia Society 

Vice-President, American Dahlia Society 

1264 Bryant Street, Fairmont, W. Va. 

Some fe w days ago I was honored by being invited t o 
attend a meeting of th e 'vVes tmore lancl Dahlia Society at 
Greensburg, Pennsylvania, fo r the purpose of talking 
Dahli as . l didn't have much t o g ive to the members of 
t!-,e orga ni zation except words, but I brought back with 
me some fine new fr iendsh ips . l account myself way 
ahead on the deal. 

Jn writing th ese per sonals T could say, if our Ed ito r-in-
hief had not o rdered me to Ji ll a full page : " H ere's t o 

tl1c W cstmo rcland Dahlia Society-a fine group of Dahlia 
minded men and wo men w ho g row and know and love 
Dahli as, ' ' and let it go at that. But th ere is more t o say. 

ln frc grouµ is J oseph .t\. Gru ebel, vice-president and 
genera l factote rn of th e society. T hey call him "J. A." 
11 c has been growing Dahlias fo r so long· th at he re fu ses 
to te ll when he started. T t hink it was about t he time 
w hen the U ni ted States th ought a Dahli a was the name 
uf a tri be of peop le down in the sister republic of l\1exico. 
In hi s ten acre patch he has grown jus t about every 
know n variety and color of thi s woncle rf ul and gurgeo us 
fl ower. He has grow n a ll of 'em exce pt a blue ! l t is 
though t though, in thi s connecti on , th a t he has been 
at tacked hy th e blue virus ! 

He has seedlings as a s ide issue. Each year he grows 
severa l hundred seed lings and some of them have been 
good ones. To elate, however , he has never released a 
seedling to the ma rket. He is just th a t ca reful. 'W hen 
l ~e r eleases a seedling "J. A ." wa nts it t o l)e a good 'nn . 

If you really want to see Gruebel at his Dahlia bes t 
slip in on him some time w hen he is wo rking on a Dahli a 
sl.ow or a meeting of hi s Dah li a soc iety. H e is e \·ery­
whe rc and doi ng everything. And doing a ll of them well. 
:\ t show time, when a ll is in readiness, he stands hack 
and watches the juclg1..·s pin the blue 1-ibbons on hi s entries. 
\,Vhy, th at man has enough blue ribbons t o piece a bed 
quil t ! 

D oes he know Dahlias o r docs he just grow th em ? He 
knows Dahlias. He knows th em so well th at many 
shnws ha\'c used his services as a judge. 

Jn between times, he g rows Glads a nd w orl ·s in the 
ho1nc post ofii cc. J f you should call on him at hi s home 
in Derry, P ennsyl\'ania, be can he found, eithe r at t he 
post offi ce or in the Dahli a field . T he odds a re in favo r 
of the Dahlia fi eld. H is fine wife, l\ f r s. Gruebel is th e 
n :asun, of course, fo r a ll of l\lr. Gruebel' s Dahlia 
successes. 

Mr. Greubel is not the onl v " 'vVestmo relancl c.: r '' who is 
a real garden fan. T want, a lso, to introdu ce to the A . 
n. S. fa mily, I\I1r. H . \ V. Leyh, of J eannette, Pcnn ­
sd vani a, who is th e president of the \ V cstmoreland D ahlia 
Society. 

l\1 r. Lc~·h sta rted growing D ahlias wh en a few stalks 
of th e ball Dahlias made a complet e garden. Bnt that 
isn't true w ith with him now. As the a rt o f growing 
better Dahlias improved, I\fr. L eyh improved with it and 
today hi s garden is not a complete affair. Each year he 
"just has t o" add as many of the newer varieties as he 

A Department Devoted to the Idea that Worth 
While Achievement in the Dah lia World Should Be 
Recognized, Even Tho' The Achiever is Not Often 

in the Headlines in the Dahlia Magazines. 

can a fford . Fl is garden is one of the beauty spots of 
hi s community. 

_He lit.er ally li ves. with his flowe rs both clay and night. 
Sm ee l11 s community weathe r man only all ows ten or 
t w_elve hours of daylig ht d uring th e Da hlia season o m 
f riend has wired hi s Dahlia garden fo r electri c li crhts so 
th at the lo \'eliness of th e flowers may IJc enj oyecl fo r a 
longer peri od. Your persona l edito r could not fi nd out 
when he did hi s sleeping. Pc::rha ps his Rowers g ive so 
much r est fuln ess th at he does not need to s lc l'p ! \ V.110 
knows ! 

l\ lr. Ley h a lso g rows Glad s an cl is m ost p roud u f a blue 
ribbon which he won at P it tsburgh clur itw a Nati ona l 
Gla d S how. e 

] tell you, these " \i\Testm ore landc rs" ar e fl owe r g rowe rs 
with a purpose. I w ish th at you mig ht meet t hem all , 
talk ;:incl visit with th l: m as J did . Then vou wo uld like 
them , as l do . -

l<' o r tlie .'\merican Dahlia Society I extend liest wishes 
to ~he members of the \ Vestmu1-eland Dahli a Society fo r 
a i111c success ful season wh ich wil l dose ou t w ith a 
wonrlcrf ul show. 

A nd I hope t hat th ey do uot haye too many bee tl es 
and bore rs ! 

What' s Being Ordered-Cont. from p. 16 

ye llow t ips. Size six and one-qua rter to ten an cl one-half 
inches. 

:\!thoug h we did not request choice o f mini a tures, th (! 
f olltnv ing were named as being se lected by 1\ . D. S . 
officer s. 

Three Small Sizes 

B aby Francis ( . \]ling). ~ finiature. P ink a nd dainty 
in fo rm and color. :\clmircd at ~ew York. (1) 

Lifllc .·IJJ1crica (Dahlia dcl ) . l\ [inia ture. \\'hite vv ith 
vellow center wl1i ch fo rms ha lo. Peta ls r oll. P lant three 
fee t high. ( 1) 

(C) lnlia S (Scheel ). Mini ature semi -cactu s. T yria n 
pink, or mallow pink. Center <l a rker. Three inches t o 
fo nr and one-ha lf inches. Height four t o six feet. 
Prnli11 c. 1-l ealthy , good color . (1) 

S tati sti cs . Two varieties we re chosen by nine officer s ; 
one was selected by eig ht ; one by s ix; fi \'e b y five and 
five were chosen by fo ur. In o ther word s fourteen out 
of the fo rty-eight varieties were pref erred by thirty-t wo 
:\. D. S . offi cer s. A lso, co mpa ri sons w ith other h ono r 
ro lls, shows that twenty-two of these selection s appea red 
on one, h\'enty-f our on an oth er an d twenty-six on an­
other. 

L31mi B. Dudley. 
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Ye Olde Timers' Corner 
Conducted by George W. Fraser 

Our first Presi­

dent, Richard 

Vincent, Jr., and 

1935 and 1936 

Executive George 

W. Fraser. 

Photo taken 

1918. 

Ye editor of the co rner has been bro ught to task by 
!>e \'eral of the "Boys" for adopting the abo ve titl e fo r 
this page. They refus e to be t ermed "olcl timers" 
although th ey have been gm wing Dahlias fo r more than 
a quarter of a century. l\rl ore power t o them. "Boys 
will be boys," but we will continue the heading just th e 
same. 

From two different sections of the country l have had 
almost identical letters complimenting u s for g iving our 
newer members a better understanding of th e beginnings 
of our Society, and the man who founded it, and strange 
as it may seem, both made the suggestion that we should 
g ive a hrief outline of our fir.st officers. This ·1 will try 
to do to the best of my ability. 

Our I~ rst President, Richard Vincent, ] r ., o f White 
Marsh, Maryland, was a self made man if ever th ere was 
one. Born at Rugby, England, D ecember, 18-l2, he came 
to this country in the fall of 1856. Shortly after hi s 
arrival he went to work for Gabriel !\Tare, Aori st and 
nurseryman, at Astoria, L. I. He was then about four­
teen years of age, a friendless youth, with very little 
education, and as he jokingly used to tell it, he learned 
to write by inscribing labels. His hours were from G :00 
A. :-.r. to 6 :00 P. M. in summer with half an hour for lunch; 
in the winter time it was from 6 :-00 A. M. to 9 :00 P. M. 
or later, having to stoke the fires. All for the magnificent 
sum of $2 .. ->0 per week. Think that over, yott who want 
a 30 hour week. 

After working for !'everal nurserymen thereby gaining 
Yaluable knowledge, Mr. Vincent, in 1867, decided to go 
in business for himself as a market gardener, near 
vVhite Marsh, Maryland. This first venture resulted in 
disaster leaving him in deht up to his head, as he used 

to put it. I-Te had also married abont this time so the 
young co uple hacl t o begin all over again. 

H.e re the fighting characteristics instilled in him during 
I.i s early st rnggles helped him to overcome the many 
difficulties that presented themseh·es and by shee r h ard 
\\·ork and determination he built up a business second to 
no ne in t h h o rticu ltural world. 

In addi tion to being the P resident of our Society fo r 
ten \cars i\I r. Vincent was a Past President of the 
Sch: icty of :\111erica11 Florists; The F lori sts C lub of 
Baltimore; :'\cw York Fl or ist s Cluh a ncl th<..: r.. farylan<l 
l lorti cultura l Soc iety. J\ 1 o President o{ the Mutual 
J· irc Insurance Company of Hartford ounty, r.. l aryland. 
11 ow fortunate we were to have a man of hi s vast 
exper ience t o g uide our foo tsteps during our infa ncy. 

l\ Ir. V in cent was known as a leader in th e horti cultura l 
world in all parts of the g lobe. He macle several trip s 
t o E urop e, the last une j n st a year before he died in 
1\l2(i. He counted am ong . t his friends seYcral Pres i­
clents of th U nited States and th e GoYc rno rs of Mary-
land. . 

\i\ ' e who were assoc iated w ith him in th e early days of 
the Soc iety used to won<ll'r how he co uld keep goi ng at 
th e pace he clid when 0 11 a trip to some Dahlia grower 
or working at the S hows: w hen night came he would he 
the least tired of the cr1.nvc l. l used to ask him how h e 
stood it so well at hi s age (in the so's) and h e would 
re pl y that if ha. rel work eve r killed a nyone he sh ould 
hav e passed out bcf ore he was 10 yea rs old as he h a d 
always had to keep go ing at that pace and h;:i.d become 
used to it. 1-1 is rec ipe for success was "Ha rel work and 
plenty of it. " Space docs not permit us to re late th e 
many fi ne things about thi s g reat leader, a nd hi s many 
act ivities, !mt this much ca n be said that anything he 
set h is mind to, he carri ed through to a succcs. f ul ii nish. 
Hi s lcwe of fl owers was profound, especia lly the Dahlia. 
Hi s clre;-,111 was to see th em growi ng in e\·e ry garden in 
our country. This was the torch he handed us to carry 
af ter he had pa, secl t o his rest. May we pro,· worthy 
of his trust. 

.'\n item of interest to our members, h ath old ;md new, 
is cull ed from BuLLETlN, Volume 1, :-\n. 3. "Since the 
rrevious BULLETIN was puhli sl1 ecl in :\f an:h , tl1 e member ­
ship has been adclecl to very tcadily. .·\t th e last meeting 
of the executi ve committee in !.\pril it was resoh ed that 
tl ·c dues for active membe rship from :\pril ~lOth until 
th e annual meeting- in September he $:?.00; in othe r words. 
tl·e initiation fee is cut off. After September the annu al 
clu es will be $1.00 and $2.00 for a sociate and act ive 
memhers respectiveh ·, with $1.00 initiation f ec for new 
member s in each class.'' F rom this you will see that 
it cost more t o belong to the Societ_\· in the goocl o ld days 
than it does now, ancl th ey did not ha,·e more than a 
fonr page B ULLF.TIN in co111pari so11 with our sple ndid 
publication. 

• • • 
Apologia 

vVe reg ret the omission of th e na mes o f :\fr. E dward 
l\f. Keck, White Haven, Pa., also -:\fr. n .. H. \Vehb, of 
Scranton, as cooperators fo r the 1 n3G Show as published 
in our February issue. These gentlemen are reg ular con­
tributors to this Pri ze Fund. 
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Three Official Appointments 
• 

Dr. Charles Conners-N omendature 
Dr. Charles Connors, of NL w J e rsey Experiment Sta­

tion, New Brunsvvick, an authority on ornamental horti­
culture, and an expert in Dahlia culture for many years 
has accepted the A. D. S. chairmanship of nomenclature. 
Be succeeds the late J\Iarshall A. Howe in this most 
important post. The list of varieties, compiled under the 
direction of Dr. Howe will be sent to Dr. Conno rs, who 
will direct its future compilation. 

The A. D. S. is most fortunate to secure one who has 
su ch a wide experience in horticulture and Dahlias to 
head the committee which wi!l settle disputes as to bor­
derline varieties, name selection and classifications. Any 
queries by members regarding· name permission shou ld 
be referred to Dr. Connors direct. 

Vie thank Dr. Co nnors for accepting this appointment. 

Professor H. H. Knight-Entomologist 
Professor H. 1-1. Knight, in charge of entomology at 

Iowa State College, Ames, Iowa, has kindly consented to 
serve the A D. S. as official entomologist. Dr. Knight 
is an ardent Dahlia fan and many wilJ recall the article 
which he contributed to the Ii llL LETI N about a year ago 
regarding Dahlias which thrived in bis garden during a 
clrouth, with tempera tu res around 102 degrees. 

Dr. Knight requests that where members request 
identification of pests should send samples of the injury 
incurred-cut from the Dahlia plant. A lso dead speci­
mens of tl1e insects should be sent. A copy of the 
request and his ~mswers wj]J be sent to the B ULLETlN for 
publication, so that all J\. D. S. members may proflt from 
the Jinclings of Dr. l~night. 

"Only in that way can he be certain of what causes the 
trouble," says Dr. Knight, "ancl he ah le to g i,·c the prnper 
control recommendations. l will he g lad to examine 
n1aterials of thi s kind whcnc,·c r rccci,·ed ." 

:-\gain the A. D. S. is fortunate and we offer through 
Dr. Knighfs acceptance, this service to our members. 

Professor Ray Nelson-Pathologist 
It is a pleasure to announce that Professor Ray Nel­

son, Research Associate in Plant Pathology of I\lichigan 
State College, has accepted the appointment as Patholo­
gist for the American D~hlia Society for the coming 
year. 

Professor Nelson suggests that specimens of diseased 
plants for determination shonlcl he se nt directly to him 
at the Coll ege in East Lansing, ~l'ichigan, since delay 
is sometimes detrimental to the specimens and it is mu Lh 
easier to identify those in fresh condition. 

The oftlccrs and members of the :\. D. S. welcome 
Prof. 'Nelson, who is a lready well known tu many 
Dahliaists. 

\\'hen you prup(lll!ld a question to tl1c ahon: nl"'ticer...: 
aliout Dahlias, please semi cupy !lf inqniry tn Editor 
Gordon \\"asscr. 

• • • 
Classification and Schedule 

The :\. D. S. Schedule Committee is busily engaged 
weighing th e desirability of certain proposed changes for 
the coming Show. 

It is quite likely that there will be separate color classes 
for pompons in Section _-\-that miniatures will continue 

21 

as to size, under three and one-half inches, with the 
proviso that they may be entered in competition if they 
are a5 large as four inches., without clisqualilication, 
/Jut ·will of course be scored down on this /ioint. 

Dct-inite information, and complete schedule will be 
publi shed in th e Summer issue. rvieanwhile, if you have 
any constructiYe suggestion s, or would like specilic in­
formation on some point for your g uidance in planting. 
drop a line tu the Schedule Com mittee. Its personnei 
includes \iVarren T\laytrott, Chairman, R W. \i\ ' ebb, Con­
rad Frey, Leonard Barron, .'.._~dward Lloyd and Secretary 
C. Lnnis Alling. 

• • • 
Prof. C. E. Wildon Re-elected 

Florists from throughout Michigan assembled at the 
l\'J ichigan State College, East Lansing, February JOth, 
for the annual business meeting of the Michigan State 
F lorists Association. 

Mi·. \ Vilclon was reelected Secretary and was ca lled 
for· a talk on "Dahlias for the F lorist." His remarks 
were recc i \'Cd enthusiastically by the large attendance. 

This matter of placing the Dahlia to the forefront 
with florists is indeed important a nd 1\Ir. \Vilclon has 
clone mu ch in this direction. BricAy, Professor \V ildon 
recommended the following varieties for cut flowers in 
that section : 

Large-flowered: Cavalcade, 111 iclziqa11 11 hitc, l'latha11 
Hale, JIIona Geld, .A11t1111111 Su 11 set, Detro iter, ]l'f arsfzall's 
Pi11l~. and Miss Oakland. 

Smal l-flowered: Bab\' Raval, Fain, Fain' Princess, 
Lorna TVildon. Ore /rid- Beai.it31, L1"ttie Nc 1110, Jacques , 
Pcrsi111111on, Barbara Ann, and Ropt11re. 

4 NE"VV 
BALLAY-SUCCESS 

DAHLIAS for 1937 
"J,U:LA.NU STA.NFOilD"-Best and Brightest 

B ig· R e el, possessing many of the fine char­
acterist ics of its yellow predecessor, "Cali­
fornia. Idol." $15.00 Net 

"PA.CIF'JC SPJ.,ENDOR.''-A true pastel shade, 
nutrly white at tl1e center with the body of 
t.lle f1ower delicate lavender pink. Winner 
of the A ·hieve m ent l\1ec1al at the big Mid 
\V st ~llnw. $1:>.oo Net 

··~U:VLIGH'l"'-Rrig·ht yellow straight cactus, 
a cactus of lhe Ambassador type. $10.00 Net 

"SONO !UA"- C'ream, flesh pink and amber. 
Jnfon1rn.l decorative. $10.00 Net 

Th Pse varieti es are of the same quality as our 
form er introductions which you already know. 
' 'C'a lifornia Idol" appears to have been the 
1 !lil!i Sho'v noom Cha.mJ)ion . "Miss Glory," 
"California P ea.ch," "Azura," introduced in 
l !lil6, already have been out.standing. You all 
l<now "Satan," "Palo Alto," and our other 
Uiants of the Show H.oom . 

SEND FOR ILI,USTJlATED CATALOGUE 

BALLAY DAHLIA GARDENS 
PALO Al,TO CALIFORNIA 
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Dahlias that Still Can Win at the Sho"Ws 
By Conrad Frey, Nutley, N. J. 

Mr. Frc:y, Cliair111an of .Tudyes for the 1937 New J'orl< 
S!tow is recogn-i:::ed as a leading authority and is e11ii-
11e11tly q1talified to write on this timely snbject.-flditor. 

J have been asked to name approximately fifty medium 
priced Dahlias, mtroductions of lfl3;3 and prior which 
mciy he dangerous contenders in this year's competitions. 
There will, of course, be many that J have overlooked, 
but these are varieties that l am more or less familiar 
\'.:ith and probably with proper culture still measure up 
with some of the best of the later introductions. 

J a11e Cowl-In my estimation, can measure up with the 
best of the present clay varieties. It is a wonderful 
flower. Can be grown to at least twelve inches across by 
about eight inches in depth. Jt has a splendid color, good 
stem and foliage and has all that can be asked of a. good 
Dahlia. 

Kathleen N on·is-i\nother of the older ones which is 
hard to beat, having all the characteristics of the former 
but a little more temperamental in the garclen. Never­
theless, it is worth taking the chance of getting a good 
bloom. This and lane Cowl were the runner-ups at the 
New York Show for the best vase of the New Jersey 
origins. 

M111·PhJ•' s Master/1iccc-Up to date, J consider this one 
of the best if not the best red. 

Mrs. George Le Bo1iteffier-Anotl1 er magnificent red, 
which will make Murphy's MastcrpiC'ce step in order to 
win. 

A111elia Earhart-One of tl· e big; magnificent semi-cactus 
apricot buff which has good character. Large foliage. 
It is somewhat difficult to grow. 

H1111i's Veh•ct TT/.ondcr-A big monster which needs 
special culture in order to !{et .e;oocl stems. Jt is advis­
able to side-branch ancl let the side lateral come to bloom. 
This ;s another one to compete with Murphy's A1 astcr­
pii:ce for the largest Aower at the Show. Color rosy 
magenta blending to purple. 

JerseJ 1's Bea11ty->.Tost outstanding· pink which is a 
little undersized to win in the large size classes, but is 
outstanding in the medium size. 

A:::fC'c Glon-An old timer which is also one of our 
best yellows. -

American Legion-\Nhen 3Town properly under shade 
or a cloth house, I believe it is one of the best Dahlias 
to elate. 1\s we all know, this is a very temperamental 
plant. Color, clear light lemon yellow. 

Satan-One of the giants in the semi-cactus class. 
Color, scarlet. It is also hard to beat. 

Ambassador-Soft yellow l1uff. Still one of the best 
straight cactus winning consistently year after year. 

American Triu111ph-The best bright reel incurvecl cac­
tus t0 date. 

. ' lmcrica's Sweetheart-Another huge yellow. Little 
temperamental to grow but if right wilt give stiff com­
petition. 

Dahliadel Gold-Grows large and massive. Has good 
stem and considered one of the best in the gold classes. 

Dorothv Stone-Compares very favorably with Kath­
leen Norris, but not so temperamental in growing. 

D1·. J olm Carmen-One of the mdnster varieties. 
FNmal decorative of tyrian rose. 

Engle Roel? Fantasy-Compares very favorably witlt 
Kathleen Norris but believe that it is a little difficult to 
grow and requires a little more coddling. Believe it can 
be grown to a larger size than Norris. 

J]d11.1. FNl·er-The parent of Amelia Earhart; has the 
characteristics of the former but there are times when 
there wi 11 he a crook in the stem. Glistening coral color. 

E'i!a Hunt-A medium sized white, but grows well with 
long ste:i1 and has plenty of substance. 

Fart Monmouth-Still one of the old standbys. In­
formal decorative; claret reel. 

Frau O'Bracht-This is an imported variety of prim­
rose color, varying as to classification from semi-cactus 
to cactus depending on culture. Still one of the out­
standing Dahlias to be contended with. 

F. W. Felfows-Olcl but one of the most beautiful fine 
incurved cactus-tawny orange. 

&olden Standard-A seedling of Jane Cowl, with its 
fine characteristics. A rich gold color and can win in 
hot competition. 

CaJ.ifornia I dot-Another monster for the yellow class 
and can win for the best Dahlia in the Show. 

Sultan of Hiflcrest-lmmense golden yellow. It can 
also win for the largest flower in the Show. 

I Vatchung Scnsation--An informal decorati\'e with 
lacerated petals. This has all good qualities and is also 
very large. 

ll!Jonmouth Cha111pion-One of the older \'arieties, but 
still very popular, due to its color, brilliant scarlet orange. 

Palo /I/to-Another good semi-cactus; apricot buff. 
Sterns tall and straight. 

Jl h 1ra Howard-Another monster informal decorative 
<~nd -easy to grow. iOchreous orange. 

Go/dr11 So1111c-This resembles .'l111bnssador a lot and 
is also one of the contencle1-s in the straight cactus class. 

Color Sergeant-Has good form and odd color, but if 
not shaded the color fades out. Otherwise a wonderful 
exhibition Aower of deep salmon bronze. 

Imperial Pink-Large rose pink, very shy bloomer but 
a worthwhile Dahlia. 

J erse31's Beaco11r-One of the good old reds and very 
reliable in tlie garden, but does not quite measure up with 
some of the reds already mentioned. 

Jersey's Dainty-!\ white incun·ed cadus which up to 
date is one of the best. 

.Toscphi11e G-In about the same clas with Jersey's 
Bca.11ty, this being a rose pink. 

Kem/J's Violet TVonda-Still the onstancling Yiolet 
color and can be grown very large. 

Lilac Glorv-One of the prettiest cactus Dahlias that 
we know of. Soft violet rose with silver shadings . 
Stems are slender but stron!;. I cleat for basket arrange­
ment and grows Yery well in the field. 

Lord of the A11/u11111-Considerecl one of the best yel­
lows of the day. Also a temperamental plant hut when 
properly grown can win for the most perfect and largest 
bloom in the Sbow. 

Lady 1\1 a\'ra Ponso11b:.•-A Dahlia we don't see or hear 
much about- but one of the most beautiful yellow Dahlias 
in existence. 
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Rudy T'allec-Semi-cactu;; and stil l one of 1.he out­
standing ones. Reddish apricot, golden center. 

Sa11 hican's Ca111£ o-A Dahlia suffic iently di!T rent in 
color to justify its existence. Coral rose color shaded 
pink on reverse with gulden sheen, g lowing heautifol 
under artiricial li ght. Sturdy growth and blooms keep 
well. 

Treasure Tsland-One of ou r best cut Aower \';_u·ieties. 
Apricot with gold. 

Adirondacli S unset-Another good 111 011 ter in formal 
decorative; scarlet reel with go lden tips. 

,' /ilw-. \ msot spectacular semi-cactus Dahlia, ca rdinal 
reel or deep carmine with a s ilver reyerse at the center 
of the tips. One of the most attractive Dahlias in the 
garden. 

Andrea Ericl~so11-011e of the good in formal clecora­
ti ve whites. J\ runner-up to Margaret E . Broo111crfl. 

Margaret E. Rrno111all-This is the out standin~ white 
to date. It has size as well as color. This Dnhlia can 
be grown T helic,·c to the la rgest Dahlia in existence. 
HaYe seen this Dahlia g r wn to fourteen inches and a 
perfect specimen. This is also one of the temperamental 
varieties in the fie ld hut it is worth taking the cb::i.nce of 
getting "the bloom." 

Prince of Persia-.\ strikin,,; hright red exhibiti on 
Dahlia with larp;e Aower, glowing card inal. Very 
attractive. 

Jersey's Majestic-As the name implies, this Dahlia 
stands above most \'arielies 11 long erect sterns, blooms 
immense size of coral, shaded and suffused with orange 
at the center. 

Cold i1fcdal of Massaclmsctts Hortic11lt1wal Socict3•­
onc of tlte 11111st co7•eted hortic11lt11ral awards in America 

THE GARDEN DICTIONARY 
'Vrite toclny for free clcscrl11th·e circulnr 

"The most notable lrnrlicnltnral hook 
which has appeared in America in recent 
years" is the citation accompanying the 
Gold Medal recently awarded to Norman 
Taylor by the M~ssachusetts Horticul­
tuaral Society for editing The Garden 
Dictionary. 

HOUGHTON MIFFLIN CO. 
4 Pnrk Street, Boston, 1Unssacl1.usetts 
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ROOTS AND PLANTS 
Latest American and Foreign Introductions 

DR. H. H. SMITH 
19605 Beach Cliff Boulevard, Rocky River, Ohio 

@&/A'AW/!/fl'lA7/4/A'lft@7//A'l/'l@/«@///H.O/ffi"l//«WZ//ZVV///, 

/fiWff/.l?Wf&/d0?7.i7!////~/dd/&h?//A??'lZ/ffff///?fl2t?Wfl 

FULL V.ALUE 
for your Dahlia dollars depends upon 

satisfaction, PLUS 

Send now for our attractive twenty-four 

page catalogue, and join our rapidly growing 

family of customers who are getting full 

value. Catalogue free. 

THE WORLD'S BEST IN DAHLIAS 

ROCKY RIVER DAHLIA GARDENS 
Wholesale 

E. J. Wind 

NORTH OLMSTED 

ALLIN G'S 

Retail 

OHIO 

~pring Bargains 
5 Plants-Value $6.25 s3.so 
Clara Carder, Hunt's Velvet Wonder 

Ad. Sunset, Rockley Moon, Kay F ran~is 

5 Roots-SINGLES-Value $2.60 $l 75 
Cream Century, Eckford Century, Scarlet 
Century, Newport Wonder, Prince of Bulgaria 

3 Roots-MINIATURES-Value $1.75 SlOD 
Baby Royal, Sanhican's Sweetheart, 

6 
The Sentinel 

Assortea Pompon Roots SlDO 
Don't miss our 1937 introduction 

Mary Tallmadge 
A few roots left at $10.00, plants $5.00 

Send for catalogue describing these and many 
others 

251 B. Court St. 

,___wes_t H_aven_, c_onn_. DAHLIAS 
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Chas. A. Reed Passes Away­

Cont. from p. 17 

huntin g and ow ned a large string of line English setters. 
During the h untmg season ht.: was in the habit of taking 
a clog and dri\'ing up t o the l\ew lJampshire woods, to 
get l1is bag. 

How he ever found time to engage in all his activities 
was the wonderment of hi s friends. But he moved 
qui ckly. n e was a quick thinker, a fast mover, and 
hours meant nothing to him. But no matter how late he 
was up at night. he was always astir tile nex t morning 
at l.i :30. Tl~us he li\·ed the waking hours of two ordinary 
mortals. 

]11 his 110111e life he was especially fortunate in being 
very happily marri ed. He was a home lover and liked 
nothing better than to spend hi s evenings in th e company 
of his family. A fine son and splendid daughter com­
pleted the family circle, the son aiding his father greatly 
in the Dahlia work. This is ind eed fortunate as .Harold 
Reed will carrv 0 11 with the Success Dahlia Gardens. 
Thus ha\·e been recited, rather briefly, some of the 
accomplishment of Charles G. h .eed. Tt is just another 
story of the orphan boy from the country who came to 
the city and made good. History is full of such 
achievements. f\nd yet, as I have said early in this story, 
it was given to few to really know C harli e Reed. Thosr 
who did thus know him m ourn him as a brother. He 
·was a straight shooter, as the saying goes. He had a fine 
sense of humor. He loved his fellow men and th e com­
moner they were the better he liker! tl 'em. He despised 
hi gh brows and puffed countenances. H.e had a heart as 
large as an ox. He was a liberal entertainer and his 
friends were :ilways welcomed to his home as well as 
11is heart. And to those less fortunate than himself he 
frnve more than a passing thong ht. I-:T e bulked large when 
averaged with those of this world. Tims do we, who 
really knew 11im, think of him today. 

The high esteem and affection in which he was held by 
the citizens of the city where he lived and which h e 
loved, was forcibly manifested by the great ontpouring 
of persons in all walks of life who attended the funeral 
services in Calvary Baptist Church, Lawrence, on Tues­
day afternoon, March 30th. at 2:00 o'clock. The entire 
west side of tl1e church in front of the pulpit was banked 
hiah with Aoral tributes, a veritable conservatory, and 
we carried Charlie into the chnrch ancl placed him in the 
mirlst of all this beauty and fragrance. 

The Hev. George F. Beecher conclncted a beautiful 
service, simple as would h;tve been Charlie's wish, hut 
impressive and helpful. Tlic singing· of favorite hymns 
added to the solemnity of the occasion. 

From Charlie's establishment came countless employees, 
mam· of whom had toiled from early morn to complete 
freir work, so that they might pav their last tribute to 
their friend. Ami tl1ey came in their working clothes. 
How this would have pleased Charlie. 

The ~ational Association of Commercial Dahlia 
Growers, which Charlie was instrumental in org-anizing. 
waq represented by the President. Georrre \V. Fraser, of 
\Villimantic. Connecticut, anrl tl1e S<"cretary, Thomas 
Leavitt. of .'\s~.inippi. M assaclrnsetts. Both of these men. 
who are Past Presidents of the A'11crican Dalilia Society 
represented this or2'ani7ation and vVillirim K<n·annah. 
President, and 1\ r. H. Heaphy, Past President. repre­
sente<i the Dahlia Society of New England. All the civic 
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and trade associations as well as the l\J.'asonic lodge to 
which Charlie belonged, were represented by delegations. 

Following the viewing of Charli e by th e large assem­
blage we wended our way to the beautiful cemetery and 
here we lifted him tend erly and carr ied him to his last 
restin g place. Goorl bye, C harli e. May perfect peace 
attend you. 

Alfred M. Mi11er 
Tran1[J, tramp, tramp the army marc l ~ es on; its path 

like a huge spider web invacl ~s the very recesses of man­
kind. Always recruiting time, this vast army knows no 
set time to summons. fhc call goes fo rth these many 
centuries, be ye prepared and r eady. Our cars are not 
attuned t o this incessant call, we heed not until close at 
hand a dear friend, a relati ve, a favorite is enli sted. Then 
what; do we understand, do we med itate, do we check 
np? Boast not of the mo rrow for we know not what 
a day will bring forth. 

For quite a bng time the call has been soundin o- until 
on l\larch .'5th during the night he enli sted in the great 
army of the deceased. He wa among hi s fellowmen for 
forty-,,even years. 

Al, as he was familiarly known, was the supe rvi sor uf 
the famous Fleischmann Gardens, officer in th e Cincinnati 
H orticultural Society and Associate Secretary of the 
Ohio Valley Dahlia Association. His vocation \\'as that 
of g rowing beautiful flowers for other s to enj oy. A 
g rea t memorial to hi s skill will be forthcoming when 
tlllip :ime with its marvelous di splay oi co lor and mag ni­
tude of twenty thousand blo::ims, lures t ens of thousands 
of persons in all walks of life to admire. 

At other times of the seasons a respite in the u sual 
duties of life is enjoyed, to just meander o 'er the se rpen­
tine walks through the declicatccl gardens for humanities 
sake. the handiwork of God is on all sides, nurtured bv 
the one time skilled hand of :\I. Miller. .-\11 this will go 
on b11t guided by another hand. 

The most direct place where Al. will be missed is in 
tl~ e Dahlia . \ ~sociation. From its beginning, 11\'e years 
ago, he ;\'as an enthusiastic officer. Three year· ago he 
was appo inted Supervi or of th e Ohio Valle\' Dahlia 
Trial Grounds. His skill and interest was qui ckh· noted 
and thousands will remembe r hi go rgcoll s dispby. of 
Dahlias assembled at th e 0. V. D. A. shows. 

Employed by the Cinci111nti Park Boarcl, this civic 
organization suffers a distinct loss for here wa. a man 
that loved his work and de 1nonstrated hi s life' s callin!!· 
in many ways. Always ready to h elp, acl"ise alld li s ten . 
he at times sceminisly overtaxed his strcng-th. Thnusands 
shall remember :\1. l\Jiller for hi s hunwnitari:i.11 interest. 
his frankness. and his personality. Shall we say he was 
a martyr to his profession. 

He leaves a kindly, faithful wife and a son .. \lfrerl. 
Jr .. who was only pri ,·ileged for e ig'ht ~·ea rs to en i oy th ~ 
companionship of his clad. Our cleenc"t srn1p;ithics aP: 
with thc:se bereaved. Time beals such wounclccl li\'CS, 
but the memories of affection and companionship will tro 

on forever, even into eternity. A great heritag-e is ours 
as a people for the achievcme'lts of thi s friend, Al. l\Tillcr 

G. A. Richardson. 

The Dahlia-official Bulletin of tl ·e Central State.; 
Society, l\Parch isslle, is just recei\'ed. As usu 'il Editor 
L. Louis Roberts has many interesting and helpful articles. 
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Ne"Ws and Notes of the Affiliated Societies 
Secretaries of Affi liated Societies are requested to send 

their notices as early as possible. \'our news shoul d 
appear in the BULLETIN. 

• • • 
The Akron Dahlia Society, Inc. 

Ross T. Da 11 c, Secretary 

Our only unpleasant task at this time is to speak of 
the death of one of our leaders. and certa inly one of on r 
most dearly belo\"C:cl members, Mr. ClallCle E. Benedict. 

Cl.aude E. Benedict 

Claude E. Dcncclict, GO, Vice-Pres ident of The Akr-ut1 
Dah li a Society, J nc., · and m~mlicr of the Dahlia Sm·icty 
of Ohio, died Saturday, February 20, 1937, at hi s home, 
21'i-l 1:ith Street S \ \i ., a ftcr a Yery short illness. Our 
Dah lia Society can ill afford to lose uch a grand mem­
ber. "Ben" as we a ll knew him , was loved hy a ll. I-lis 
words of wisdom ancl counsel \\'Crc approved by everyone. 
\Ve loved him not only as a 111c111lier ancl friend hut more 
so liccause he dearly io\'ecl one of God's greatest gifts­
Flowers. ln death as in life that same spirit st ill pre­
\·3i lccl, m:irkecl by many beautiful flornl pieces symboli c 
of the lo\'e he beld for things created by the Almighty. 

• 
\Ve really bclie\·c that we arc no longer looking for the 

proverbial "Corner'' around which lurks prosperity and 
so many other good things. [t actually seems to ti s that 
we haYe rounclecl the "Corner" and that we arc now 
hcginni ng to enj oy some of the good things we ha vc beC'n 
forced to forego for so long as individuals, and this 
individual prosperity is l1cinQ; reflected in the ge neral 
impro\·ement in our society and its accomplishments. \i\ ·e 
feel this gencra1 i1111:ro\'cn1cnt to the extent that we are 
making plans for one of the most elaborate local shows 
staged in this part uf the country for years. Of course 
we arc not expecting to eq ua l t he great :\rid \\'est S how 
which is to follow nnrs immediately, hit we do expect to 
1 ut on a show that won ld he a er clit tn any local society. 

:\o doubt some will wonder why we arc so optimistic. 
\\"ell , for one thing we arc already doing things ancl that 
is one way to predict that we will he al> lc to keep on 
doin"' t hem. \Ve haYc a new president who seems to he 
able to g;ct the most out of his committeemen (no r eflec­
tion is intended towanl any of ou r past presidents eith er) 
;mcl tlwsc co111111ittcc111c11, possibly clue to the seem ingly 
better general conditi ons haw 11cen inspired to pitch right 
in and go to work This has resultccl in nur hcing in 
far hetter shape w ith our work than usual at this time 
of year. 

\Ve might also state that om· membership has i1.1crcased 
ahnut fifty per cent. our attendance at uur m cct1ngs has 
ahout clouhled, a nd interest :lt this time is ;-tt a hi !.!,'h pitch. 
:\ s this is generall y a hard time to deyclop interest (thi s is 
heimr written in JI. larch) we anticipate hut little trnnhle 
in ho lding this interest wl1cn we can get out in the ga r ­
den and start raising some of those wonclcrful Dahlias. 

\ Ve ha\'c already arram2;ed for the sracious auditorium 
of the new -:'\f. O;N'eil Comp;:my lmilcling fo r our show. 
This building; is located right in the heart of the metro­
politan district. and is easily fo und hy ~trarwer~ in t.own, 
and eas ilY reached bv local transportation. It 1s said to 
contain about 20,000 -square feet of floor space and will 

afford amp le room for nrnny commercial clisplays as well 
as our competit ive classes. \Ve might aclcl also that we 
have a lready arranged for a rather extensive radio broad­
cast program to he run just before the show dates. This 
is t o be over station vV ADC in Akron, which has a fairly 
large carrying radius so there is no reason for people 
not knowing about tht" sh ow. From past experience we 
expect a very large attendance. So let us suggest, 1\lr. 
Commercial man, that you not only r eserve some com-· 
rncrcial space early, but arrange fo r a n ac1 in on r premium 
schedule. Contact our secret0ry for these reservations, 
or for rates. 

\ Ve a lso wish to state that we ha vc broadened our 
premium schedule to include nearly every known type ancl 
Yari ety Dahli a gr0 \\'11. ·vv e do not want anyone to leave 
thci r blooms at home because we have no classes for 
them. This scheclnle will abo include a very complete 
class ilication fo r seed ling awards. An<l we are c1 o ing all 
we can to cncou rage the raising and exhibit ing of 
seed lings. 

It is our intention to pay cas h awards this year in all 
divisions, in addition to the cu tomary rihl:uns anJ cups. 
Jn the commer cial division please note that se\·enty-fi\'e 
ricr cent of the total entry or space charge will be paid 
hack to the fi 1·st and second prize w inner s. At the 
present time we arc angling for the serv ices of som e 
nationally known men for judges at our show. It seems 
right now that \Ve ha\'e a nibble o r two. \ Ve expect that 
our judg ing wi ll be as good as the show. and if it is we 
expect to he satisfied w ith both the show anrl tbe judging. 

Our publicity committee is now publi sh ing a small four 
page bulletin which is publislicc1 and mailed just before 
the 111011thh· meeting to members ancl pr os 1~ cct i\' C mem­
bers. \\ ·e iook for this to he a r ea lly hiQ," factor in help­
ing to maintain the present interest, and in buil ding up 
interest among those we h<n-c not hcen ah le to interest hy 
other means. \\ 'c l)elieve it is a µ;ood idea and we 11cli eve 
now that it is probab ly a perm:rnent fixture fo r onr 
society. \Ve migl1t suggest that i f othe r societies arc 
looking for a ·way to build up interest, that if ynn will 
write onr secretar y, he will he ,alad to mail you a copy of 
this lrnlletin, so long as thcv 1<1st. \ Ve ca ll it tl1c ,· l/n-0 11 
Dahlin Socictv Yews. .-\s it is not copyrighted 've have 
no objection to a ny other society using ·the idea. 

\ Ve h~Ye a \'Cry ef!icicnt program ancl lectures com­
mittee w hi ch is securing a 1)rn111ine11t speake r fur each 
of our monthh· mcetin~· s. ln January we ba d the pleasure 
of li sten in ~.; to one o f nur G\\'n members, Mr. Dayton 
Bond. speak on "The C'u ltnre nf Dahli as.'' 1\ lr. Bond is 
qnalilicd a nd a hl e to di scuss this subj ect and surely g;wc 
an intcrcstim~· t~ilk. In Fchru:uy we had the ext reme 
pleasure of 11ay i1w; om ,good friend "\lrs. C. L. Seith, of 
Cleveland, as onr speaker. or shou ld we say instructor. 
She spoke (In "Organi zation \ \' ork" and j udgin•.; hy her 
t;ilk she knows her o rga ni zing. Iler talk was certainly 
cnjuyecl hy ~ill pn·sent. F'nr nu r .\ pril meeting we lia\·e 
secured a well kno\\"n erl ncatm· and lectnrer. Dean \V. ]. 
nankes, of .\k ron. who ic; to talk on "The Making of a 
Life" in connection with flowers. Tt is too earl y tn com­
ment on this talk except to sa.1 • we expect tn ha,·c a good 
in structive lectnrc. 

Yes we reallv 11clicve that we ;i r e headed for the best 
vea r -~ml tl1e f)est show in the hi story of t he Akron 
D::lhlia Society. But if you st ill think we are just hlow­
in•]," off some excess steam we again say: "Come over and 

(Continued 011 page 2r) 
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see fo r yo nrself jn Sept rnber." Don' t fo rget that the 
ela tes ~t r e September 1:ith-16th, ju st ahead of th e J.. lJicl 
\Vest Show. W e'll be looking fo r you! So long ! 

• 
In .Memory of Alfred M. Miller 

Maybe I 'm wrong-still I don't know, 
I hope I 'm right and my heart says so, 
That somehow, somewhere, up there above, 
Ther e' s a corner reserved fo r those we Jove. 
And in a seat devoted a lone fo r our pal 
vVe will find there waiting, our old fr iend "Al." 

George A. B raJ1fon, Fo rt Tlt01nas, Kentuc l~JI. 

G UARAN'l'EED DAHLIA ROOTS TO G ROW 
I h a v e fir s t- cl ass stock of t wo h un dred vari et ies. 
All you n e d is a few d oll ars a n d a b ig h eart . 

Ask f o1: catalogue 

QUEENS DAHLIA GARDENS 
Williaiu Mesl1irer 

4:'l-:'i:'i Hol1inson St., near 4 ath A"\·e., Flushing, N . Y. 

.!\IA N OR W OMAN w1th H orticultural background to 

demonstrate TH E GA RDEN D ICTION A HY; one 

affiliate l with a Ga rden Club prefe rred. Part or foll 

time. Selling experi ence nut necessary. Apply H ough­

ton Mifflin Company, 38() F ourth :\ venue, New York. 

DAN-D DAHLIAS 4-U 
E"'·eryoue a consistent JJri:t:c "''' inner 

Am eri ran P urity, l\fac1 R iver Chi ef, M iss W est 
V irg ini a , M ilton J . Cr oss, Cali fo rni a I do l , An gel o 
H.ossi, Cla r a Carcl e r , K itty M ac, D irec t or P lum e­
eocq, J ean Patur e t, Royal B lac k , Poli chin ll e, etc. 

Our li s t cl escri b s t h ese a nd a. number o r oth er 
l eading Am erican a n d J;J uropean n ovelt ies. Also 
a c h o ice se l ect io n of M ini a ture a nd Pompon 
D a hlias. 

List Now Ready J_, et U s Quote Your "\Vnnts 

STOJ,Z DAHLIA GARDENS 
Hnzeltou Peunsyl , ·:111in 

FRASER'S TESTED DAHLIAS 
UEX, Informal d ecora tive . Golden y ellow, 

s u1'fu sed p each pink. Certifica t e of Merit, 
Storrs , 19 36. 

BAUBARA. ANN, Info rma l d ecor a tive . Roso­
l a n & purple , tippe d white. 011e of the b est 
bi- co l or s . 

10 u11 to tlnte nan1etl "'·arieties-our selection­
fo-r $2.00 1>ost1uii1l 

Se111l for list 

FRASER'S DAHLIA GAR.DENS 
WILLIMANTIC CONNECTICUT 

lllember National Assoclntio11 Commercial 
Dahlia Growers 

The Am e rican Dahlia Society 

Haledon Floral Society, Inc. 
The annual get-together social of the Haledon F loral 

Society was held T hu rs day evening, J anua ry 21, 1937. 
Speeches and songs and music and refreshments were 
enj oyc cl by all present . 

At this meeting it was announced that our Fall F lower 
Show would be held September 18th and 19th. 

Bertha Watson, Sec retary. 

• 
Michigan Dahlia Society 

T he r egular monthly meeting of the Dahlia Society 
ot Michigan was held at the Statler Hotel on Marct1 
;; tn at wn1 ch time we had the pleasure of hearing a 
lecture on soi ls by P ro fessor C. H .. T yson, of the staff 
0 1 i \J 1chigan State College. This lecture was one of 
tile f111 est that any of our members have ever listened 
to on soil s and we plan to have it repeated so me t ime 
111 t he nea r fu ture fo r the benefit of th ose w ho were 
not in attendance. 

The plans fo r t he 1937 Detroit show are well under 
way and we are hoping to have t he cooperation oi 
l. brysler Motor Company, in staging thi s show in their 
IJcautiinl J efl. erson £\.venue show room on S ptembe> 
2-lth and 25th. 

Nick K oenig, Lakeside Ga rdens, has a new green ­
house under way and a week ago had over ten th ousand 
cuttings rooted. This new greenhouse has a capacity 
of one hundred t housand plants and is perhaps the 
largest of its kind in the state . He has ma ny new 
seedlings on trial fro m many di ffe rent sources including 
one hundred or more from E urope. Surely his garden 
is going t o be wo rth a trip fro m many Dahli a fans 
i11 the United States and Canada, when these new 
novelties co me into bloom. 

T il e Det ruit \Tei •s, Garden editor R uth r.losher P lace, 
expects to run a full page i n th e S unday edition of T he 
Ue tru it News on or about l\l ay 16th which should cr eate 
a good deal of interest and incidently some business fo r 
our commerc ial growers within a r adius of one hundred 
miles of Detroit. Th is same thing was carr ied out in 
193() ancl resul ted in considerab le amount of business for 
commercial growers who ad \'c rtised in the l/cws that 
Sunday. 

Michigan Society Officer Visits Tacoma 

On hi s recent tri p to the coast, Mr. Bruce D . Co llins 
spent an af ternoon and evening with .l\l r. and ~ I r s. J. E . 
Lee of T acoma, vVashington. 

Mrs. Lee is one of the g reat arti sts in the Dahli :l 
\.vorld. She has been sc ienti fica lly hand hybridi zing 
Dahlias fo r th e past dozen years. 

l\Ir. Collins enj oyed very much thei r hospita lity ancl 
attests to the fact that these good fo lk are a great credit 
to Dahliaclorn ancl that he is proud to know them. 

• 
The Dahlia Society of 1\ 1 ichigan had a \'C ry fine plant­

ing of D alilias at the Zoolog ical Ga rdens last season, as 
stated jn the November Ii U LL ETt N . T he Society has 
made arrangements to make thi s a permanent planting, 
and it is our hope to make it eq uall y as impor tant as the 
famous Dahlia planting at til e New York Botanical Gar­
dens. \ Ve are fo rtunate in ha Ying a young man in charge 
of this Dahlia pfanting who graduated from Michigan 
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State Col lege, under the tuterage of Prof. C. E. Wildon 
o f Dahlia fame, and who under stands and loves Dahlias. 

O ur planting at l::lell e lsle will a lso be continued and 
with these_ t..vo plantings at our best known parks, we 
expe~t to ~nte rest a large nu111ber of peop le in growing 
Dahlias this season. 

Bruce Collins. 

• • • 
Winter Meeting of the 

New England Dahlia Society 
Report of th e Derril[ Hart Garden Co mmittee, 

Int eresting Featnre 

The mid winter meeting of th e Dahlia Society of ';\. ew 
E ng land was held Sunday, 1\Larch 7th , in 1--:Lorticultnral 
Hall, Boston. r-\1 Cavannah, of Beverly, president, was 
the 1, res1ding officer. H e introduced Charles W . Reed, 
\1 ho :>puke un general conditions the past season and 
Dahlia shows in the east, cove ring the Boston exhibition 
and the A. D. S. Show in N'ew York. 

.\Lr . H.eed then introduced Lynn U. Dudley wh o de·· 
li\·erecl a talk on "Progress in Dahlias-and Dahlia 
h ·icudships.' ' L le said it was a pl easure to speak about 
Uahlias in th e city which hi story says was the scene of 
the organi zation of the !lrst Da hlia Society in .America, 
111 J \l07. And wher e there was considerable activity in 
I lahlia cult11re hte \\'een JDO'i and 1\J09. The Tacoma 
Uah I ia Society was the second society to o rgani ze and 
L1 • • \111 eri can Da hlia Society third, in 1\H3. The late 
L. I( . Peacock wrote that a :\ati ona l Dahlia Society was 
organi zed in l !J OO, hut there is no reco rd today of such 
an orga ni zation. 

l resid ent Duclley said : ''Dahlias are supposed to feed 
on various kinds of fertilizers-hut the trnth is, Dahlias 
really fee cl on f rienclship s. How many peop le would 
attend a meeting like thi s, to hear a speech like thi s. if 
the beat:ty of the D;;hlias in one's garden could not be 
shared with oth ers? 

··surely it is not th e big profits to he made in Dahlias 
which keep so many people g rowin"' Dahlia -and in­
creases th e interest in Dahlias across the country in trul y 
an a mazing manner each :>Cason. :\nd ·w ho would be 
a Da hli a holilii cs t and exhibit them at shows if th ey had 
only one form and onl y a few colors to attract? Lots 
of people like Zinnias and Lillics of the \ ' alley, hllt did 
you e\'<'1- hear of a Zinnia Society or exhibit at a Lilly 
o f the Valley show? 

" . \ml who of us woulcl ca rt much about the Dahlia if 
it was easy to gr ow ? I f there were no climatic re\·erses , 
n1 i voracious pest s, no di seases to make it difficult and 
o f tcntimcs di scouraging to gr ow th em, rnany o f us would 
not spend v ry mucl1 time on th em. 

"I larry O'Brien, sclf-s tykcl 'Common Dirt Gardener,' 
and author sa id at the dinner of th e rd ichigan Dahlia 
Society last Septcml ier in Detroit : 'J t seems to me that 
if it were all eas) going in Dahlia culture, you people 
wouldn't get a kick out of it. It' s actual!\· the challenge 
of clifriculties in grow ing and exhihiting -Dahli as which 
makes so many of us keep on g rowing them. 

"The truth o f th e matter is," continued President 
Dudley, '' that we can't enj oy Dahlias hy oursekes. 
\Ve'vc got to meet and di cuss them, and even discuss 
other g rowers, and we just have to have competitors and 
problems to overcome. And we ha\·e to share onr joys 
of culture with others, even if it's only the neighbor 
across the \.vay." 

And I'm glad that this is so. That's what makes 
Dahlia societies. That's why we have Dahlia Shows. 
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YVhy we drive or travel hither and yon eve ry fall, v1s1t-
111g gar~ens, shows, and tria l grounds, making new 
f nenush1ps. 

··_The Dahlia seems to be an extrao rdina ry magnet 
wh1c~1 draws peop le together. l sha ll always cherish the 
Dahlia .fo r . the £riendsb ip ~etwe~n Derrill Hart and my­
self. l"or it was th e Dahlia which drew us to rrether and 
co1~tinn ed our fri endship until his death last"' July 6th . 
'v'v 1~hout this common interest we might never have met. 
Jt 1s :n _memor y of that fri endship with D errill Hart 
that l ofter you th e following selection of new novelties 
for Hl::17 which grew in D en ill Hart's garden.'' 

The Derrill iiart Garden Committee Reports 
Derrill Hart orig inated Honor Rolls for Dahlias. I-Je 

f ranKly saiu: " Certainly, it is my id ea to commercialize 
Dahlias. .t.xploitati on never hurt a worth y variety. l 
\\·ould uot r e t use to put a Dablia 0 11 my honor roll be­
cause the originator would not advertise it. I have put 
man)· on, believing tbat the variety might not have any 
other publicity. but those 1 r,lace on the li st are, to my 
best knowledge and belief, worthy of being advertised. 
Tl_1ey are tl 1e kind of new noveltie , l think, th e world 
\vtll apprecia~e and purchas~ . A ll things being equa l, I 
am rnure anx10us to place on the roll those better Dahlias 
which will receive their merited publicity." 

Der rill Hart thus frankly described his motives in 
making hi s se lectio ns. And thousands of Dahlia fans 
depended on hi s judgment as to the qualilications o f a 
new novelty. 

Derrill Hart died Jnne IG, HJ37, ancl his planned honor 
roll for l\l37 was never completed. 

\\li en he lay gravely ill at th e hospital he asked th e 
writer to see that any r ecent Dahlias which arrived at his 
off.ce were planted. H e r eqLH~sted that w confer with 
hi s siste r, Mrs. \ V ylcl, and if her garden was llll ecl up, t o 
take the late arrivals to my garden, as I had done in 
previous years. \Ve assured him we would do so and 
did later. Hefore leaving him, we thought that he wanted 
to speak to ti s a lone, and wh en the nurse lef t the room, 
he_ said: ''Lynn, I' ve been having a bad time. I probably 
will pnll throug h all rig ht, but if anything happens to 
me. 1 want you to :ce th at those who ha \'e entrusted their 
Dahli as to me, get a report on them. You may not want 
tu g;u as far as an honor roll , hut they ought t o know 
what their Dahlias are doing and how they turn out." 

. \ f tcr Derrill die cl, this conversation was recall ed many 
times. .-\nd also the thoug ht came about our many trips 
together to ga rden s and shows to see the new varieties. 
E\'er} fall, during recent years, we made many excur-

( Co nti1111 rd on followi11y page) 

DAHLIA - Teste<l Field Grown Stock 
:: f o r $1.00 

S111rliA·l1t, Prince of Persia, Ching 
3 for $1.00 

Parcel post 20 cents 
F'r ee catalogue o n k eepin g- th e bulbs 

•r1n~ Sl<~Vli:N ACRES. Sto11ehnm., l\lussnchusetts 

Sl::\'CE lU:!O HOO'l'S AND PLAN'l'S 

Hoht•rt I •. lth>h•y, ('nliforuin Idol, J,ord of Aut111nn, 
Culii'ornin Pc•nc•h, 'Miss Glory, JUurµ;rnl'<', Jinunie Foxx, 
Ilnllt•i:;o's Sur11risc, naerne, nnd ninny others. 

Box 4:!9n 

Wl"ite fnr cl escriptiY cat a lo g u e 

ROSElUARY DAHLIA GARDENS 
JUnrtins Ferry, Ohio 
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sions and had numerous di scuss ions about thi s and that 
Dahlia. A lways l read his story in manuscript and the 
proofs of his honor roll articles be fore they were 
published. 

Therefore this request of Derri ll's became a solemn 
and sincere trust. 

So, on October 18, 1D36, at my request, a meeting was 
held in Derrill Harts' garden at the home of ~lrs. \tVyld. 
Present were E. E. Tooker, Dr. Bruce I reas, Dewey 
Mohr, Leonard Barron, and the writer. 

This group scored every Dahlia ther e on the A. D. S. 
official score. And, in giving the r es ults, th ose who 
participated felt that in some way the approval of their 
absent friend was included in their deci s ions. 

Here are those Dahlias whi ch we believe Derril ! Hart 
would 11ave li sted on his honor rol l for 19:~7. No attempt 
is made to list those Dahlias which Derril! would have 
li sted fro m observation at shows and other gardens. 

Miss Ohio. I•rank's Dahlia Gardens, Bedford, Ohio. 
Incurvecl cactus. Orchid lavender. Healthy habits. 
flower nvc inches. Stem strong. Clear color, does not 
fade as do many th is color. 

.-/11tll?11n .. ' .. )1111set. Lakeside Dahlia Gardens, :-Jew Balti ­
more, i\Jichigan. Informal decorativ . Lemon vellow 
center with spine] pink-red outer petals. Very l;ealthy 
plant. F lower faces side, tern good. One of best 
autumn colored among new ones. Exl1ibition typ e. Size 
nine inch es :111cl over. 

Katherine Koenig. Lakeside Dahlia Gardens, New 
Baltimore, lVT ichigan. Inforn1al decorative. Reel, amber 
and orange with a yellow tip. A color combination which 
is unusually attractive. Center is fine. Commercia l type. 

Bisscll's No. 136. Bissel l's Dahlia Gardens. ,c\ustin­
burg, Ohio. Semi-cactus. Cletir white in colnr. I-Tas 
good substance and can be grown large with dishuclcling. 
Growth habits exce ll ent. 

Th e Gate·wa1•. R & B. Dahlia Gardens, Port Huron , 
1\ licl-i 1rnn. Informal deco r :1ti,·e. Color. i:rnld and red. 
Petals ha,·c a reel edge giving; it quite a distincti\'e anpear­
ance. Good substance, and fo liage healthy and resistant. 
Exhibiti on. 

FOR THE BEST EXHIBITION DAHLIAS 
FOR HEALTHIER, MORE LUXURIANT BLOOMS 

USESUPER-GRO NA
055 %: 

InC'1·ens es s iz e of c lumps; flow e rs k e p better 
wh e 11 on exhibit ion. Used with excellent success 
hy l\Todern Dahlia Gardens and r ecomm ended in 
IJAHLTACRAFT Mag;:t.zin e, "Th e Arl of Growing­
Ex:hibition Blooms." 

PIHCE J,JST OF CONCENTH.ATED SOJ,U'.rION 
FOR lUAKlNG ..... . 

Ii Gallon Mix ....... ... . ................ . $1.00 
:rn Gallon Mix ............................ 3.00 
fl I Callon Mix ............................ 5.00 

SPl·~CIAIJ OFFER J\ copy of 32-page DAHLTACRAFT 
Magazine, "Tl1e Art of Grnwing Exhihition Blooms," (25c 
va l11 c) will be sent FREE with each introductory purchase 
of $:3 .00 or more. 

SUPER-GRO CHEMICAL CO. 
Dept. A, JUmlison Bldg., 1\lihvnukee, Wis. 

The American Dahlia Society 

Honey Dew. Greenough Dahlia Gardens, Braintree 
l\Iassachusetts. Formal decorati ve. Peach , amber and 
yellow with some pink blending g ivin a unu sua l effects. 
J<"lower faces side Form true. Foliage help s the flower, 
stem excellent. Exhibition type. 

Fol lowing the reading of this list of new varieties 
which grew in Derril! Hart's garden, President Dudley 
read a report of the selections from among the new 
Dahlias. which the officers of the A. D. S. say they prefer 
and will buy for their gardens. (This selection, under 
the titl e, "\tVhat's B~ing Ordered This Year," appears on 
another page-Editor. ) 

President Dudley concluded his remarks by urgi ng all 
present to work fo r the common good in the ~ ew E ng­
land Dahlia Society and make it an outstanding organi­
zation. Then he invited all present to join the A. D . S. 
cind take a real p(1rt in makin5 Dahlia history in . \rneri ca . 
He outlined th e prog ram and aims of the A. D. S. ancl 
ex pressed the wish that the first Dahlia Society in the 
U. S. and the National Society mi g ht work togeth r the 
kindred interest and common problems in Dah li a culture. 

Fo llowing th e talk, President Cavannah spoke briefl y, 
advocated the plan o f testin g varieties at the A. D. S. 
Trial Gardens, and invited everyone present to join th e 
1'\ew Englnad Society. Thre followed an pen meet ing , 
with questi ons and answers, Se\·eral of which were 
anS\\·erecl by President Dudley. 

A reporter was present and a story about the meeting 
::iprearecl in the R os /011 H crald on J ncl ay, the 8th. 

• • • 
Ohio Valley Dahlia Association 

Annual Fall Show 

The Ohio Valley Dahlia Association fall show will he 
shown at the Hotel :t\eth erland Plaza, incinn;-iti, Ohio. 
for tw o clays, September 2.->th and 26th. At thi s show 
will be displayed the blooms g rown at the Cincinnati 
Parks, also one of the line t sccclling classes, the leading 
monsters of informal <111d fo rmal type, tl 1 c 11 e<1 utifol 
cactus sorts, the dainty and colorful miniatures ~mcl the 
trim little prompons. Great progress has heen made in 
the development of th e little Dahlias. Perfection itself is 
being· found in many of tl :ese types. The influx of 
foreign Dahlias, especiall y cactus varieties has st imulated 
interest as never before in growing· <ind showing Dahlias. 

Ohio Valley Trial Grounds 

Th e Ohio Vall e}' Dahlia Trial Gronncls will lie situated 
in th e spacious and heantiful . .\ l'LT P.\rH~ where the last 
word in soil, equipment, and localitv will he found. For 
the past two years the experts o ( tJ ·e Cincinnati Park 
Roard have been pointing- t oward thi s ideal lcication. 
~ow without nuesti on, all Oahlias sulimittccl for nurture 
and tes tin!!· will lind every opportunitv to make good. 
This should encourage g-rowers from a ll O\'er the coun­
try to send their seedlings for trial. Blanks can he 
orocurcd from the Trial Grounds Secretan·. Rnvmoml 
l\Toffet. c~re of the 0. V. D . . \. , llO:i l'.lm-Street, Cin­
cinnati , Ohio. 

• • • 
PeekskiII Dahlia and Gladiolus Society 

Our Second Annual Banquet was held in the Recrea­
tion Room of the Presbyterian Church of Peekskill, 
N. Y., on the evening of February flth with some of 
the foremost authorities on Dahlias and Gladioli as our 
guests. This event was a continuation of an auspicious 
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beginning for the year 1937, as our annual meeting at 
the Valeria B.ome Uubhouse in January (reported in 
the previous issue of the BULLETIN) was also an affair 
to commemorate, we hope, a success£ ul season. 

After a short regular monthly meeting which was held 
in the chapel of the church, over one hundred members 
and their guests entered the "Dining Room" attractively 
. decorated with flags and bouquets of pussy willow and 
forsythia and were seated at the tables to enjoy a repast 
known only to those who have participated in a meal 
prepared by the Women's Society of the church. 

Rev. Robert H . Blackshear pronounced the invocation 
after which the dinner consisting of turkey with all the 
fixings was consumed, which apparently satisfied the 
most fastidious appetites. 

President O'Keef e, acting as toastmaster, introduced 
the following speakers : 

l\1ir. E. L. D. Seymour, Horticulture Editor of the 
A11ierican Home presented the Achievement Medal to 
Mr. Wilke Todd for winning with Miss Peekski ll in the 
seedlino· class at the 1936 Peekskill Show. 

1'v1 r. Lynn Dudley, President of the American Dahlia 
Society. 

Mr. Conrad Frey, Chairman of Judges of the A. D. S. 
New York Show. 

Mr. F. F. Rockwell, Garden Editor of the New Yori\! 
Times, who was assisted by Mrs. Grayson in an illus­
trated talk on "A.rrangements." 

l\fayor James Mackay of Peekskill, who, in a talk, 
congratulated the society on the progress made during 
the short time of its existence. 

Mr. J. W. Johnston, Horticu ltu re Editor of the Herald­
Trib11ne sent his regrets at not being able to attend on 
account of illness. 'vVe missed "Bill" at this enjoyable 
gathering. 

Representatives were present from the following or­
ganizations: American Dahlia Society, Metropolitan 
Gladiolus Society, Dutchess Co. Horticultural Society, 
New Jersey Dahlia Society, Long Island Dahlia Society, 
Neighborhood Garden Club, Shrub Oak:, N. Y., High­
land Garden Club, Cold Spring, N. Y., Tiaronda Garden 
Club, Beacon, N. Y., Garden Club of Peekskill, N. Y. 

\Ne were also honored by the presence of onr show 
managers and judges of the 1936 show, who highly 
praised the quality of show sponsored jn Peekskill. 
President O'Keefc avai led himself of the opportunity to 
thank a ll who helped make a success of this affair and 
:ifso the splcnclid work done by our show managers and 
judges at the rn:·rn show. 

Our rn:;7 show wil l be held the week-end previous to 
the American Dahlia Society Show in New York. Look 
for further announcements in future bulletins. We in­
, ·ite y~111 to Peekski ll, where you will see a Flower Show 
worth attending. 

R. A. Vogel, Secretat":,1-TrC'a.rnrC'r. 

• • • 
The Dahlia Society of Toledo 

New officers have been elected and show committees 
chosen by the Dahlia Society of Toledo, \vhich already is 
preparing for its annua l Dahlia display September 18th 
and 19th in the :::\ ew Secor Hotel. 

. Ernest Balcom be, Yeteran grower, was elected honorary 
president. The following actiYe officers were chosen: 
Fred W. Pavne, President; A. J. Schlagheck, First Vice­
Presiclent: Dr. E. \V. Kelly, Second Vice-President; 
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Mrs. Fred Payne, Third Vice-President; Mrs. Hazel B. 
Hart, Recording Secretary; A. C. Schlagheck, Financial 
Secretary, and H. B. Mellott, Secretary and Treasurer. 

l\'I r. Balcom be was appointed honorary chairman of 
the show committee, with A. J. Schlagheck as active 
chairman and H. C. Bunde, Victor Meinert, Mr. Mellott, 
Dr. Kelly, and A. C. Schlagheck as members. Publicity 
committee members are M. Balcom be, 'vV. H . Hart, A. J . 
Schlagheck, J. Schroeder and E. Lininger. 

The following are members of the entertainment com­
mittee: J\Irs. H . J::<..obens, J'vJrs. Edna Hanson, Mrs. E. R. 
Nowicke, l\Irs. Roy Crum, Mrs. George Shawley, Alma 
Mellott, Mrs. Henry E. Bryan, lVI rs. J. Schroeder, Mrs. 
H. B. Mellott, Mrs . W. A. Coy, ·iwiss M. Lewicki, Mrs. 
L. G. Bistn er, l\lrs. John Foster, Mrs. H. A. Hacker, 
Mrs. Victor Meinert, l\lrs. H. 'vV. Bunde, M1rs. Hazel B. 
Hart, Mrs. A. J. Schlag heck, 1\frs. Mark Ellis, 1frs. R. J. 
Plain, Blanche Salkowski, Mrs. B. V. Zamore, l\·lrs. L. C. 
Doren, Mrs. Val Thomas, Mrs. E. Lininger, !\frs. A. C. 
Schlagheck and Mrs. Fred Payne. 

Always "The Elite in DahHas" 

Plants from new and recent varieties 
Se nd for our d escriptive catalogue 

KOKOSING DAHLIA GARDEN 
no-x n ])It. Vernon, Oltio 

"JJIIS.i;; ENGLEWOOD" 
Our price list describe s it more fully. We grow 
other good Dahlias; also Gladiolus and Hardy 
Chrysanthemums. Li:-:;t is BREE. 

GLA.DAlUUlll GARDENS 

H.F. D. 2 Frcehol1l, Ne,y Jersey 

ODIN ~'A'' 
HORM cuttings 

roots 
quicker & easier 

N Discovery by Ors. 
Marvelous ew 1-1" tchcoc k o £ the 
Zi111111errnan and 1' st1'tt1le .. for 

T \ 1S0tl n . . .. 
Boyce- mint , ha.rclwooc\ cut-
Dah\ias and 111'u1~ t .. induces 
: o-- cli ff1cu lt to 1 00 · · · · 
tm,,,s, . t arowth . 
greatc1 ro.o "'. u) to :~oo cutti.ngs 

S.1.llO size ti eats l 1800 cuttings 
$2.00 size treats up ~~ 7000 cuttings 

. $7 .00 size treats up 

TWIX T ·ng Material . 
E green ')''L 

The ver · t e1 f nn-
s . o·-Convcn1en .: 

Soft- t1 on,,, -\ 9 .-c. doz. $2 .. )o 
winding. Spool eac 1 ..,.~ ' 

a 1\ listecl n1 ,, 

"YOUR GARDEN FAVORl~ESs" 
. "All America Selection 

f eatunng 
Copy on requt:!Sl 

Un;inilJ1ii·~1,tij1R 
23·25 Warren Stre;t 
Neul York, .N. · 
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My list is a little l a t e du e to the flood. Will be in the 
m a ils March 25 th \'.cithout fail. Plants of the following 
r eady ri ght now: M id West Cha mpion, Royal Purchase, 
Sara Kay, Pink Spiral, Queen City, Volcano, California 
Idol, Ch a ll enger, Orchid Queen, J ersey White Beauty , 
K en tucky Sun. 

PRICE HILL DAHLIA GARDENS (.John T'ie1:ney) 
3452 Wnris~nv A"\·enue C ineinnati, Ohio 

1937 FLO-WER FASHIONS 

DAHLIAS GLADIOLI 

Our cat a logue s u g g es t s what the well dressed 
garden should wear. Free on r equ est. 

'l'HE HIGHLAND GARDENS 

Stnmford, Deln"':n·e County, Ne,v York 

Your address for the best 
EUROPEAN NOVEL TIES 

is 

H. CARLEE LTD. 
HAARLEM 1 HOLLAND 

New m a nu a l "Dal1li ac r aft" reveals 
how to g row 12" to 14" bloo m s-spr o ut 
rooti:; , root cuttings, condition soil, 
i:;elect a nd u se fertilizer, prop- Only 
f1$:l.te plants. T ea ch es di s- · 
lJra n chin g, cli sb udcling. T e ll s 25 f 
hov.: to s tore tub e rs. '!'his 
valuab l 0 volume only 25c 
po stp a id. Post Paid 

SPECL\.L OFFER 
"Dahliacraft" manual a nd one "California Idol" plant 
($2.75 value) on ly $1.00 if you order from thi s ad. 

MODERN DAHLIA GARDENS Dept 147 E Milwaukee, Wis. 

SANHICAN GARDENS 
Makes a specialty of the newer and 

better Exhibition Dahlias 

Also the latest miniatures and pompons 

Jimmy Fox Greater Glory Milton J. Cross 
Miss Glory Margrace 

10% cliscount to A. n. S. 1ne1nl1ers meutionh1g 
tlte Bulletin 

Catalog now ready-yours for the asking 

FISHER & MASSON 
River Road (Box A) Trenton, New Jersey 

The American Dahlia Society 

News from Affiliated Societies-Continued 

Society of San Leandro, California 
The Dahlia Society had their monthly meeting on 

March 11th. It was de~ided to give a donation to the 
fl ood fund and also to take fifty tickets for th e whist 
party which was being originated for the benefit of flood 
sufferers by the societies of the various associations. 
T.1e parent-teacl1er s association; the Soroptimists club; 
the dads club-and in fact all the clubs sponsored the 
whist party. Quite a nice sum is expected to be 
raised. The Dahlia Society also contributed in other 
directions towards the relief of flood sufferers. 

Charles Garrity, Secretary. 

• • • 
Virginia Dahlia Society 

Richmond, Virginia, March 25, 1937 
The annual meeting of the Virginia Dahlia Society was 

held on Friday evening, February JU, Hl:l7, at th e home 
of Mr. R P. Liphart, 3501 Brook Road, Ri chmond, Va., 
at 8 :OU r. !IT., and presided over by the President, Mr. 
W. L. Elkins, a good attendan ce was present and after 
disposing of the regular bu siness of the evening, th t 
society proceeded to elect the offi ce rs fo r Hl37, which 
r esulted in th e re-election of J\Ir. \V. L. Elkins, Presi­
dent ; R, U. Smith, First Vice-President; Dr. A. S. 
Brinkley, Second V ice-President, ancl E . Guy \Villiams, 
Secretarv-Treasurer. l\<h. H . A. \ i\! illia rn s was elected 
as Third Vice-President. 

The speaker s of th e evening were our esteemed mem­
bers 1\I r. A. B. Bauer and Mr. R. P. L ipha rt, who have 
lovely o·arclens, and who grow th e outstanding vari eties, 
and wbo have gi \·en many year s to the culture of the 
Dahlia, 2s well as oth er fl owers ancl wh o ha\'e both con­
tributed much to th e Virginia Dahli a Society. Mr. Lip­
hart spoke at great length on the subj ect of Dahlia cul­
ture, whil e 1\ Tr. 1\. D. Bauer prepa red a wonderful paper 
on the Dahlia of the fotur·~ . and from the wonderful 
exl1ibition bl ooms g·rown b st season, despite th e had 
weather, th ey certainly are an auth ority on th ei r suhj ects. 

Door pri zes were Dahlia seed donated by an outstancl­
ill!~· nati onall y lrnown seed grower, to whom we are very 
grateful. 

The meeting was a very pl tasant one, as well as very 
enthusiastic, and from the com111 ents already rece ived, 
looks like a step forward t oward s a very successful year, 
and a great show. 

Refreshments were served by our host, which was 
greatly enjoyed. 

E. Gt/\' TFillin111s, Scrrctar)1-Trcns11rcr, 
.z238 TVoodrow .-l·vrn11 c. Rich111011d, T'n. 

• • • 
New Jersey Society Helps Dahlia Progress 
The Dahlia Society of New Jersey, always awake to 

opportunities, provided one of the most interesting 
exhibits at the Spring F lower Show of the International 
Horticultural Society, Grand Central Palace, New York 
City. 

On display were seedlings in the various stages of 
their growth . as well as cuttings. Miniature Dahlia 
plants in full bloom created much favorable comment. 

Members of the society explained to the many visi­
tors the phases of Dahlia culture. 

Officers and members of the Executive Committee 
of the American Dahlia Society, (foregathered for their 
Sprin({ meeting), attended the Flower Show and this 
fine display of the New Jersey Society. 
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-... Special Offer 
$9.85 VALUE FOR $4.50 

STOCK TRUE TO NAME 

GREAT VALUE: 
10 Large Prize Winning 
Dahlia Roots As Follows 

To,ver's Einpirc ..... . .... . ... ... $3.50 
White Woncler . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .50 
Prince of Persia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .50 
Pricle of Stratfoi:d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .25 
B ag·clad . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .50 
SpotJig·bt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.00 
01·iental Glory .... . .. ... ... .. . .. 1.50 
City of Wellston .. . ............. ,35 
Sbarazad . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .50 
Jane Con·I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .25 

FIRS'l' COME , FIRST SERVED! 

N o"W i s tlte time to g·iv e a serious tlwugJit to 
y our gnrden. Incid<"ntnlly, J1ave y ou inacle 
y our Dahlia selection. I f not, our 36 1>age 
Illustratecl catalogue will be v ery llel1>ful to 
y ou-free for tlte a s king. Our selection in­
c hules o,·cr :!;00 of the large prize '\-Vinning and 
tlte ·very best in tlte Dahlia ' v orl1l. 

Parrella Dahlia Gardens 
3380 ELY AVENUE 

BRONX NEW YORK 

• 
PR[MlfR'S Df PfNDABLf DAHLIAS 
NEW INTRODUCTION FROM JAPAN 

MUTSUNO-HIKARI-Giant wh ite Infor­
m al D ecora tive. R ugged grower , p rolific 
b loom e r. Strong Plants $3.75 

DARCY SAI NSBURY-Th e m ost out­
standin g w hi te Decorat ive in Austra lia. 
Awarded Cer t ifica t e of Me rit at New Sou th 
\ Vales . Blooms 10 x 6 are purest white 
th roughout. Strong Plants $2.50 

MASON'S P URPLE BEAUTY-Beautiful 
Formal D ecora tive of Dahlia purple, r ever se 
w hi tish. Awarded a Certi ftcate of Me rit at 
A. D. S. Tri a l Grounds, 1936. 

Strong Plants $2.50 

Catalog free- It o ffers m any r eal bargain s 
in vmrt hw hile collection s. 

We Guarantee Complete Satisfaction 

Premier Dahlia Gardens 
63 Mertz Avenue Hillside, N. J. 

::ue1uber ~utional Association Conuuercial 
Dahlin Growers 

Controls 

LEAF HOPPERS 

THRIPS-APHIDS 

WHITE FLIES 

And Many Other 
Dahlia Pests 

Write for Free 
Insect Control Chart 

There 's no n eed t o spend time and money to use 
two insecticides- one for sucking and one for 
chewing insects- because R ed Arrow kills BOTH. 
And it 's so easy to use. Simply mix with water­
as you n eed it- no soap is n ecessa ry . This con­
centrat ed pyrethrum solution is very economical , 
too. A 35¢ bottle (1 oz.) makes 4 to 8 gallons. 
Spray dahlias thoroughly with Red Arrow-re­
pea t treatment as often as necessary. 

Will Not Discolor the Flowers 
Red Arrow is non-poisonous to humans, birds and 
pets- safe to use on flowers, vegetables and fruits. 
Buy Red Arrow where you buy garden supplies. 
For free Insect Control Chart, write to: 

The McCORMICK SALES CO., Baltimore, Md. 
Standardized 

Pyrethrum and Derris Insecticides 
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The American Dahlia Society 

Do you want a garden of fine large Dahlias ? 

Do you want to win at the shows ? 

Select Golden .Rule Dahlia Plants 

GUARANTEED 

To Grow and To Blo01n 

GOLDEN RULE DAHLIA FARM 
Dept. B Harley. T. Peck Lebanon, Ohio 

AHLI AS for Home, Garden, and Exhibition 
DUR FREE 48 PAGE CATALOG feat ures the leading rn :i7 Nove lties, 1.he best Sta nda rd nric tics, 
as well as Sensa tional Collecti ons at r eal ba rga in prices. All stock carries the usual 
Dahliadel Guarantee. The most complet e and modern Dahlia hook p ubli shed , full y class i­
fie ld, with cultural in stru ctions, chart s, and pro fu sely illust ra t ed. Send fo r your copy now. 

DAHLIADEL COLLECTIONS 
SIX POiUPON DAHLIAS 

Col. A.A, Yalue $1.90 Uoots $1.2:> 

Aimee-yellow, s h a d ed a 1n ·i c0 t 
Gol1liloeks-gnlll, d eep r cent e r 
Helen Anita- liln c ' v hit c cent e!' 
Honc~·-primr ose yellow, ecl p;e cl r e el 
I,ittle D~n:ill-ru sse t oran.ge 
::nrn~·et-salmon, s uffus c1 lilac 

SJ.X SMALi, UAHLIAS 

Value $2.30 Hoots $1.00 

Us eful for cutting , b o rd e r s , and 
mass pla ntin gs 

2 Orcl1itls, l\.'.[avis-de ep lilac, Butte r­
cup- y e llow; 2 Po1111rnns, Bob Whi.te­
white, Little Edith- y e llow, tipped 
carmine; 2 Miniatures, Raid e r - vio­
let, rose and yellow, Paddy- flesh 
and ros e . 

EIGHT DJ,U E RIIlBON D A HLIAS 

Col. E. V nlue $8.:>0 Roots $4.:iO 
Col. JI, Value $4.:.?;) Plants $2.::>0 

Dixie Ilavcnscroft- fl a n ie, r ever se g old 
Elite Stwrt- buf'f s tri11 d crim s on 
Maryland Glory-crim son carmin e 
lUiss E.lsie Jane-s hrimp pink a nd lilac 
:!\lyra Howanl- o chr o u s oran ge 
Pot 0' Gohl-clear s ulphur yello w 
Sanlticnn•s Cn1neo-can1 eo pink 
'\\' Jtite 'Vontler- white 

Greeu Pinnt 01·tlers. Inc lude 25c 
for s p ec ia l d elivery, or 15 c s p e cial 
handling in rural s ections, on all 
plant orde rs. All r egula r po s tage 
ii;; pre pairl a nd safe d e live r y guar­
antted anyw l ere in th e U. S. 

SIX PRIZE DAHLL\S ' 

Col. 1", Yalue $1:~.oo 
Col, J, Value $H.:i0 

Roots $T.:>0 
PJ:ints $4.00 

Anne Bcn.e1li<'t- ri c h d eep g arn e t 
Cavnlea1lc so ft r osy mage nt.n, 
D:1hlia1lel Gohl-gol<le n c ora l 
Iroquois Sunbeam- buff shad e d ochre 
r..oril of A11tn1nn-cl ear l e m o n ye ll o 'v 
Hobert Enunet- bri g ht cardinal 

FOUR WO~DERFUL DAHJ,l.\.S 

Col. G, Value $1:1.00 Roots $9.00 
Col. J, ·n1lue $7.:iO Plants $4.'7:i 

Dor<'as A.nn- rose pink, whit e cent. e r 
l<~orest Fire-yellow tipped scarl e t 
•r11e "Cniverse-garne t, s ilve r r e v e rs e 
Treasu1·e Cltest-gold, s uffuse d c oral 

DAHLIADEL NURSERIES 
Warren W. Maytrott Box 14 

PRESS OF THE WHAPLES-BULLIS CO:l!PANY, NEW HAVE N, CON NECTICUT 
PRI NTED IN U. S. A. 

Vineland, N. J. 
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