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The American Dahlia Society 

WIN A PRIZE 
I T.'S E:_A~Y witI: our introduc~ions or at _le~st our customers have had no difficulty 

111 wmnmg then- share of pnzes and FIIGH HONORS all over the -vvorlcl. 'vVe 
have always refrained from advertising collections in the BULLETIN but it seems to 
be the adopted method of many growers so to keep ourselves up in the line of 
progress we submit the following collection of prize winning Dahlias. This list 
includes at least four Honor Roll Dahlias. Full description in catalog. 

6 Selected Exhibition Dahlias 
Catalog price $ 21.50 

NOW $10.00 NET 
Here They Are: 

Eagle Rock Fantasy. \ i\T orld famous pnze w11111er. 
Largest and best in many Shows. 

Rudy Vallee. vVho ever saw a more beautiful Dahlia, 
and it's big. 

Charles G. Reed. A champion. Best in London, Eng
land and St . Louis 1932. 

Sultana. Has everything, size, stern, color, to make it 
oustanding. 

Betty Colter. A great favorite. As good as the best. Big. 

Gabriel. A new one to many. Vv c all like the new. 

All this stock is field grown, 
no forcing for bloom or 
exhibition. Roots only. To 
receive these Dahlias imme
diately just send a :MONEY 
ORDER (some banks are still 
on a vacation). \Ve will ship 
the same clay your order 
arrives. No substitutions, 
no further discounts. On 
page 22 in our catalog we 
are offering $50 in prizes. 
\i\rhy not try to w:n cne? 

Do You Like The Unusual? 
iv(' arc duty bound to !?cep our customers supplied ·with thC' best i11 Dahlias. 

We import a great many Dahlias and at the jJresent time we lwve quite a fc·zci new 
011es 011. the bc11rh. PNhaps you saw THE DUTCHESS at tlzc N C'l(I York Show. 
YC'llow decorative 7.'\..'ith whit e tip. vVc have grown it for t7.C.'0 )'Cars. Ha7.'e a fe7.I..' 
plants to offer. Here arc a few more frorn abroad, Victoria, Za.rgc inrnrved yellow 
cactus. Lucifer, In. Cactus, scarlet. Galax31, In. Cactus, 3;cllow, splashed scarlet. 
Royalist, In. Cactus. lust a f cw Decomtivcs, A. G. L. Helf er, crimson. Grace 
H easman, dcc/J pink. Rev. I. L. C oopcr, rose-cerise. U ya.11da, rri1nson. Ai•is 
Cme 1drC'311 pure white. Kathleen Osborne, very large inc11n1cd cactus, ·yell07.o al 
base of petals, veined and tinted with redd·i.sh orange. Plants on any abo7.'C 1·1/l

j>orted Dahlias $2.00 each or three for $5.00 net. 

REMEMBER: Our catalog describes our 1933 introduc
tions, the prize winners as usual. May we send you one? 

SUCCESS DAHLIA GARDENS 
(Charles G. Reed, Prop.) 

LAWRENCE MASSACHUSETTS 

Don't forget to send for our clean-up price list issued May 15th 

ll\IPORTERS 

lNTRODUCERS 

ORIGINATORS 
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4 'fhe American Dahlia Society 

DAHLIA GARDEN 

for only 33Yac a plant 
READ CAREFULCY THIS AMAZING OFFER 

Twenty-one Potash Fed Dahlia Plants-Eleven different varieties-outstanding winners in the Dahlia Shows 
last fall, where they accounted for hundreds of prize awards. Giant flowering, formal and informal dec
orative and cactus types-pompon, orchid flowering and miniature dahlias; all selected for color and 
habits of growth that you may plant a Dahlia Garden 6 x 18 feet. 

THIS GLORIOUS DAHLIA GARDEN FOR SEVEN DOLLARS 
If you desire roots, instead of green plants, they may be purchased for $12.00. If the number is too large 
for your garden one plant of each of the eleven varieties for $4.00, or one root of each of the eleven 
varieties for $7.00, will be delivered. Catalog value of 21 Dahlia Roots $20.70. 

Most of these would be included in any current list of great dahlias 
2 King Midas 2 Jane Cowl 2 Treasure Island 
2 Fort Monmouth 2 Old Hickory I Thomas A. Edison 
2 Atom (Porn) 2 Golden Sonne 2 Little Edith 

2 Raider (Min.) 2 Mavis (Orchid) 

FREE DETAILED PLANTING PLAN WITH EACH ORDER 
A planting plan that will enable you to have a gorgeous color effect and correctly place as to heights the different 
varieties for the most effective display. Also complete cultural instructions. With this Dahlia Garden you may enjoy 
flowers for exhibition, your home, and have a garden display that will be the bright spot of the neighborhood. Either 
plan·ts or roots will be delivered postage prepaid and backed by the usual Dahliadel guarantee. 

THIS OFFER IS LIMITED TO AVAILABLE STOCK 
At such low prices, for outstanding varieties, the supply will undoubtedly be soon exhausted. The increasing of numbers 
of roots and plants ordered must include either entire 21 or one-half of collection. No orders accepted for individual 
plants or roots at these prices. 

Our FREE 1933 Illustrated Catalog will be mailed on request 

DAHLIADEL NURSERIES 
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New Secretary of Interior Ickes has 
been a Dahlia Enthusiast for years 
. - and Was the First Patentee·~ of this 

Oldest of American Garden Flowers 

"He who finds restfulness in beauty will prai e 
mother nature and lay the canvas for her 
pa inting.' '-Olcl proverb. 

Some clay in \tVashington we may see a Secretary o f 
TI orticultnre, or a Director of Dahlia Culture. But just 
now Dahliadom is represented in the nation's capitol by 
no less a personage than the I-1 on. Harold L. Ickes, 
Secretary of th e Interior. 

fie is a man of many attainments, first a newspaper 
r eporter befor e he became a lawyer. H e has two 
'hobbies, hi s fl ower s and the study of American lnclian 
life. The latter inter st led him to establish a winter 
ho me in the desert in New J'vJ ex ico wh ere he and ?\lrs. 
Ickes have spent much time. 

But hobby number one, his garden, has led him to set 
up a show garden on th e family estate in Hubbard 
\Voocl s, \i\finnetka, a suburb of Chicago, and open it to 
the public. ln April and May, beginning with narci ssi, 
and later Dahlias, especially Dahlias, the lawns of the 
Ickes home burst into a blaze of color. Dahlias are his 
pride and hi passionate hobby. One of his fir t voiced 
observations on taking up his new duti es in \i\f ashington, 
was th rueful r egret at the coming absences from his 
o·arclens. 

Mr. Tckes holds the di tinction of beino- the first 
patentee of a Dahlia under the new patent law. This 
grant was made July J9, 1932, the yariety being nam ed 
''Anna \N. Ickes" after l\'lrs. Ickes, who is an ] llinois 
State Senator. She is a republican member of the 
General Assembly of IJlinois from the seventh senatorial 
di trict. The "Anna \V. Ickes" Dahlia was patented, Mr. 
Ickes informs us, not only because of its unu ual color
ing and different petal formation, but because this Dahlia 
had attractc<l so much attention as a seedling in his 
gardens. 

Herc arc the actual words of the patent grant, in part: 
"_ \nna W. Ickes" is a foll double Dahlia, classed as for-

*ErnToR's NoTE ANn CmmE.CTJON. 

Jn reporting the fact that Mr. Charles Reed, of 
Lm rrc11re, Jl,Jassach11sctts, had reai·ucd a plant patent on 
Jlfargaret Broomall, the wo11derful new white infor111al 
deroratiz •e, ·t.c•e said that this was tl1c firs.t patented 
Dahlia, fo the July BuLLETrN. 

TVe erred in this statement for we have learned tlte 
first patent 011 a Dahlia was granted to Afr. Harold L. 
lc!.,es, Hubbard's H7oo ds, Illinois, on lul}1 19, 1932. This 
111is-state1J1ent occurred because the grnntig of a patent 
is '111ade before the actual issuance of a grant. Mr. 
J c!ws, thus, hi receii•ing plant patent number 19 his 
/'a.tent Precedes that of Mr. Reed, who received his 
grant on !11131 30, 1932. 

HoN. HAROLD L. ICKES, Seaetary of Interior 
Who Received the First Patent Granted on a Dahlia, 

on July 19, 1932 on the uAnna W. Ickes" 

mal dccorativ , a cording to the re-classification of 
Dahlias, recommended by the American Dahlia Society. 

"The ray florets (1) are somewhat regularly arranged. 
Individually they are somewhat rounded at the outer 
ends, converging to a noticeable but small point at the 
tip. The out r margins of these ray floret (1) arc very 
definitely involute with the outer ray florets tending also 
to cun-c back. Th e outer ray florets are light coral reel, 
while those ray florets (2) approaching the center have 
definite coloration of Eugenia red . . " 

"Further, the re\'crsc side of these ray florets (1 and 
2) are considerably lighter in color and have a slightly 
golden glint. The central ray florets (3) are some
what cupped. The center ( 4) is composed of small 
yellow-green ray florets which form a rather firm center. 
1\. small portion of the firm center ( 4) may sometimes 
be seen when the blossom or flower is in full bloom." 



S-·-·----.. 

"The stem (5)-is a brownish, hunter's green in color 
and very firm to the touch. The stem ( 5) is very stout, 
but slender and straight. Large blossorns or flowers arc 
borne and held erect, well above the foliage. The stem 
is unusually strong for Dahlias. 

"To produce my new Dahlia, 1 adopt the following 
procedure, although it is to be understood that any other 
suitable methods may be used. I first select a fine 
specimen of Jersey's Beauty, classed as a formal dccora
tive-eosine pink in color, as the pollen bearer. I select 
a fine specimen of Mrs. I. de Ver vVarncr-formal 
decorative-cattleya rose or mauve pink in color, on the 
bush, being careful to select a blossom which can be kept 
free from ants and insects. When the yellow pollen 

· ctust on Jersey's Beauty is dry and shiftable, it is taken 
and with tile aid of a piece of cotton on the encl of a 
small stick, it is placed in the center of the blossom 
selected to ripen into seed. After the blossom or flow er 
has been hand fertilized, it is kept free of ants and 
insects. When the flower dies all the petals arc removed 
and the pod is allowed to dry and turn brownish in 
color. Caution must be exercised not to permit the pod 
to become too dry. The pod is then cut and the seeds 
removed. 

''Although one of the chief charms of this new Dahlia 
lies in its distinctive color combination, it possesses 
many other characteristics which are important. The 
blossom is large and bold and of good form, the usual 
size. of the blossom or flower being from six to nine 
inches in diameter, and three to five inches in depth. 
The foliage is dark green in color, with a 1eathery tex
ture, and is free from insect attack. The plant or bush 
has a compact, sturdy and healthy growth and is a 
medium to large grower. It is more floriferous than 
related varieties." 

There is more to the wording of the grant but this 
covers the description of the flower, its parent stock, and 
the method of propagation. The variety will be sold to 

The American Dahlia Society 

"ANNA w. ICKES" 

The First Patented Dahlia 
And which won a Certificate of Merit at Storrs 

in 1927, with a score of 86. This drawing does 
not do entire justice to the variety because it 
was drawn to illustrate and to emphasize the 
points claimed in the application. This grant 
is known as U. S. Flower Patent No. 19 . 

• 

growers, alth ough not directly, hy its ongmator. Per
haps a word as to how l\ fr. Jckes became a Dahlia fan 
wo11lcl be pertinent to this story. 

I-Ie planted the lirst of the modern type of Dahlia a 
n11rnher of years ago, when the Judge .'.\larcan variet ies 
were tirst introcl ucccl. Prior to that he had grown, in a 
desultor) ort of way, some of the old fashionecl Dahlias 
like our grand mothers grew along the hack fence, b11t he 
did not fin cl these partic111arly interesting. H c came to 
the conclusion that this Aztec garden flower was not 
adapted to northern climate and partic11larly not to 
Illinois so il or climate, or both. 

Finally, he was persuaded to buy one tuhcr of Cleo
patra, which was the only Dahlia in his garden that year. 
Jt did so well that the following year he began to g in 
for Dahlias seriously. FJ e stocked up mainly with the 
i\hrcan varieties, such as E mperor and :rvrepbi stophclcs. 

About two years later he began to experim ent with 
his own seecllings, several of which he ent to the trial 
gardens at Storrs, Connecticut. The '' :\nna \V. Tckcs" 
Yaricty was awarded a Certilicate of ferit in Hl27. 
Score, ex hibition 86. } rom the time this beautiful 
Dahlia was originated, and s ince he was awarded a 
ccrtilicatc on it, :tlfr. Ickes has grown this Dahlia for hi s 
own pleasure, and has given hundreds of them to his 
friends. Somehow, a few of them filte1·ccl into dealers' 
hands and they were catalogued, without permission
and thi s fact first gaye him the idea of patenting it. 

The Tckes garden was among the few in the neighbor
hood of Chicago where Dahlias were grown in the days 
before the ''repression." People began to become inter 
ested in the Jckcs Dahlias. lndced, it is quite likely that 
the rising tide of Dahlia enthusiasm which has been 
sweeping the mid-west was born right there in the gar
den that gave birth to the ''Anna vV. Ickes" variety. 
Perhaps it was the re that the interest was generated in 
Dahlias which is culminating in the International Dahlia 
Show in connection with the Hl3'3 vVorlcl's Fair. 
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Senator ANNA W. ICKES 

For whom the First Patented Dahlia was named is a 
Republican State Senator in Illinois. 

lt certainly is a fact that the Dahlia hohhy of many 
of Chicago's prominent people was engendered in the 
garden which :Mr. I ekes has maintained for many yea rs. 
People became o interested in the Dahlias that thi s 
particular part of the garden was mad e into a Dahlia 
garden and wa. thrown open so that th e public could 
have f rec access to it. 

l low characteristic is this act of Mr. Ickes, a clycd-in 
the-wool Dahlia fan. Every one who grows Dahlias, 
whether fur plcasu re or profit, wants others to know 
that juy which comes of ''laying the canvas fo r mother 
na tu n· to .Paint." 

~I 01-e anrl 111 ore, it is true that m n of big affairs
men whose business cares have a tenclencv to he carried 
home tu ha rrass them through the evening and on ·week 
ends-a re turning lo their ga rdens and to their Dahlias
in order to rela x. 

A United Pres r eport says of l\frs. kkc : "Hi s lo\'e 
of gardening linds ex pression in two hands me ga rdens 
at hi s est ;:i. te at \Vinnctka, Chicago. 1-l e is a noted 
amateur authority on Dali 1 ias." 

Anoth er newspaper, the Detroit _\Tews, in an editoria l 
stated: "The fl ower conscious public will be drawn 
sympatheti ca lly to the 'progressiye' member of the 
Cabinet, the man who 'sees eye to eye with the president' 
upun water power. Par an e11t'111sias111 fl o'l.l'e rs ra11lc. 
a11101tg th e best and he ~l' li o slli11cs as a Dahlia sflcc ialisif 
surely stands out fro111 a111011fJ li osls of co 111p ctitors." 

The American Dahlia Society congratulates l\f r. Ickes 
on his hobby-and may many other "men who find rest
fulness in beauty prai se mother nature," as does he
with Dahlias. 

7 

Let's Plan to Go to the First 
International Dahlia Show 
at Chicago World's Fair, 

September 16 to 22 

• 
BY DERRlLL 'vV. HART 

If you are a Dahlia hobbyist, it looks as though you 
should plan definitely to attend the great International 
Dahlia Show during the week of September 16th to 23 rd 
at the Chicago vVorlcl's Fair Grounds. Not only are 
plan s being laid to ho ld the g reatest show eve r devoted 
at any one time t o any one flow er , but to have on ex
position a collection literally of the world's best Dahlias, 
grow ing in and around hicago. 

Already more than four hundred roots from foreign 
growe 1-s, from all O\·er the world, have been promised 
for the coll ection grow ing on the Fair Grounds. There 
will also he a pla nting at the Mission Gardens, Techny, 
Illinois, just outs ide of Chicago, under the supervision 
of the Rev. P. Oswald, Superintendent of th e Show, 
where grower s can have on display their newest varieties. 
Hlooms of any vari ti es in fl ower during the time of 
the Show, will be put in exhibition in the name of the 
originator. 

At t he meeting of the Executive Committee of the 
A meri can Dahlia Society, held in New York on March 
21st, it was voted to g ive 100 per cent cooperation to the 
Chicago Committee insofar as the National Society is 
concern ed. In additi on a Cold Medal will be offered by 
the Ameri can Dahlia Society as a special award fo r an 
exhibit at the Century of Progress Exhibition. A com
mittee was appointed to offe r suggestions and to aid 
whenever poss ibl e in promoting the success of the 
Chicao-o plantings and the Show during September. A t 
the crn i-annual meeting of the Society on the same day 
as th1: Executiv e o mmittee meeting, communications 
vcre r ead fro m i\lr. R. E . Berlet, the President of the 

Central S tates Dahlia Society, giving as nearly as pos
sibl e the plans of the Committee in charge of the Show. 
Crowers. commercial and amateur alike, were urged to 
have rep resentativ e plantings in Chicago. 

Even if no single visito r, furth er than 2:> miles away 
from the city limits of Chicago, should attend in the 
Chicago Show, it would still be a great success. But this 
Show will he truly international, and nothing short of a 
complete co llection of all the best A merican grown 
Dahlias, no \·clties and standard varieties alike, should be 
on di splay, both in the Fair Grounds Dahlia Gardens and 
at the Expos iti on. 

The Dahlia is onl y one of many fl owers which will 
hold spec ial shows at Chicago, so let's make it the best 
show of all and do everything we can to insure the suc
cess of th e ambitious plans of the Committee in charge. 

For fu II in fo rmation and entrv blanks address Central 
States D ahlia Society, 30G5 Li;1coln Avenue., Chicago, 
lll. For advice to A. D. S. members write Derrill W. 
H art, Chairman 'vV. F. Committee, sixth floor, 244 
:\Iad1son .-\venue, )Jew York City. 



DAHLIAS • in 

The Amer!can Dahlia Society 

the GARDEN 
Some 

Suggestions on 
Dahlia Culture 
By 

Dr. Charles H. 
Connors 

Ornamental Horticulturist, 
New Jersey Agricultural 
Experiment Station at 
New Brunswick, N. J. 

• 
With Additional Notes 
on Insects by 
DR. C. C. HAMILTON and 
Noles on Diseases by 
DR. R. P. WHITE, 
also with the New Jersey 
Experiment Station . 

• 
Illustrations also courtesy of 
Dr. Connors. 

LITTLE JEWEL, Miniatu,.e Decorative, Pink 

Editor's N otc-TVe are most pleased to be per111itled to 
publish the fol/ow·ing very excellc11t work o-n Dalilia Cul
t1tre, ·i11cludi11g soils and fertili:::ers, propagation, graf 1-
ing, /1/anting, pests, dis budding_, cultivation, etc. It is 
publi,~hed thro·ugh the courtesy of its author, Dr. Charles 
H. Connors, and the New Jersey Agricultural Experi
ment Station-. It is a part of the circular No. 258 issued 
by them in Ma,.ch, I9J.?. In this D?·. Connors has 
described most clearly the logical steps in Dahlia culture. 
liVe arc grateful to both the E,-.peri111ent Stati.on and to 
Dr. Connors for their whole-hearted coopcmtiou 1·n 
allowing us to present these culture directions to our 
readers just at a time when tlzey are probably starting 
their gardens or /1lanning to do so. We believe that the 
publication of this article will answer many queries in 
the mi11ds of a111ateurs-inclz1ding some recently asl~ed in 
the Forum. 

For your i11f ormation, the complete circular is avail
able to ottr members from the Publication'~ Depart111e11t, 
New Jersey E.i-perimeizt Station, New Brunswicll, N. J., 
for a remittance of nin£' cents in sta111ps. In this article 
we have not- reprinted the cirrnla-r in its entirety. The 
cuts used in this article were also loaned to 11s through 
the coudesy of Dr. Connors. 

SOILS AND FERTJLTZERS 

The Dahlia will grow on any well-drained soil, pro
vided other conditions are favorable. The garden should 
have direct sunlio·ht for at least four hours each clay, 
and should not b~ close to any large trees, which may 
not only shade the plants but will also use moisture and 
other nutrients that the garden plants ne cl. :\!so the 
garden should be in such a location that air will circulate 
freely among and through the plants, for the control of 
mildew and for the benefit to the plants themselves. 

The physical condition of the soil is nry important. 
The soil should be open and friable, so that it is well 
drained, as the Dahlia will not tolerate "wet feet." A 
heavy soil may be made more open by the use of sand, 
coal ashes, and decayed organic matter. In using coal 
ashes it is better to sift out the large clinkers. If strawy 
manure or gar<len rubbish is used, it is well to dig it 
under in the fall so that the crude vegetable matter may 
be well rotted before the young plants are obliged to 
grow in it. Rapidly decaying organic matter in contact 
with the roots will be fatal. The commercial forms of 
organic matter, such as peat moss, are coming into gen
eral use, but the benefit is chiefly in improving the tex
ture. These materials are also acid in reaction and ma:y 



BULLETIN fo,. Apri1 , 1933 

call for the use of linie. These organic materials arc 
desirable not only to improve the texture of tbe soil , hut 
a lso 1.o assist in moisture retention. The Dahlia uses 
large qnantitics of water, and as much moisture shot1ld 
he retained in the soil as is consistent with good soi l 
aeration. The soil shoulcl he turned over to as great a 
depth as possible. \Vherc the subso il fo rms an imper 
\'ious layer close to the surface this sboulcl be broken 
np. Sn me auth orities recornmencl trenching; but for 
ordinary culture, digging the soil to the full depth of 
the spading fork ·will be sufficient. 

The most important point ahont th e fertili zation o f 
Dahlias is to give them enough pl ant-food to maintain a 
vigorous but not too rapicl g rowth in the early stao·cs. 
Tuo much readily avai lalJle nitrogen will result in very 
so ft allll vigorous plants that will produce heavy foliage 
growth, but few and small flowers. The plants should 
be in a vigorous conditi on of growth t o be able to with
stand the hot, dry conditi on s of July and Aug ust. A 
compll'te commercial fe rtili zer haying an anal ysis of -! 

Figure Two 
A clump of undivided Dahlia 
roots. 

• 

Figure Three-(Right) 
Here are shown the Divisions 
made from the clump above. 
Note the location of the sprout, 
or "eyes", on the middle 
sprouts. 

to £i per cent nitrogen, 8 per cent phosphoric acid, and 4 
to 6 per cent of potash sbould be applied at the rate of 
J pound to 40 sq uare feet before the roots or plants are 
ct out. This is l>est broadcast, but it is sometimes 

fou nd desirable to place a small amount in the hill as 
each plant is set, to give the initia l stimulus of growth ; 
hut t he f ceding roots soon g row out of the area 
influ enced by the in-the-hill application a nd by the middle 
o [ Ju ly practically Jill a ll of the soil body among the 
plants. 

The Dahlia do s b est in a so il that is slightly acid in 
re::iction, and applications of lim e may be made every 
:~ or -1 years at the r ate of l pound to 40 square feet for 
hydrated lime or J pound to 20 square feet fo r ground 
limestone or oyster shell lim e. The r eaction of th e soil 
should be determiuccl l>efo re lime is used. 

The fe rtili zer treatment will vary w ith the so il type. 
Some soil s are notab ly deficient in phosphoric acid or 
potash, and in such cases, the amounts added should be 
incr eased accord ing ly. 

The soil should be dug deep 
and all lumps thoroughly broken 
up. A month before planting 
is none too ea rly for digging 
and it is just as well to prepare 
the soil as early in the spring 
as it can be \Vorked. Then rake 
it o\·er about once a week to 
reta in th e moisture, and to kill 
such weed seeds as germinate. 
f n th is way, the weeds are de-
trnyecl ea rly in th e s ason. 

PROPAGATION 

The ordina ry m et h o d o f 
propaga ling Dahlias is by divi
sion o f th clump into individ
ual roots, each with an eye 
attached. Th e Dahlia storage 
root is not a tuber as is the 
potato; it does not have eyes at 
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many places on the root that will fo rm sprouts. In the case 
of the Dahlia the "eyes" or buds are located only on the 
stem and espec ia lly on the enlargement, called th e 
"lrnu~kk" or "crown," to which the individual storage 
roots ar e attac hed, although with some varieti es, as J er
sey's Be<lllty, the buds a re sometimes found h.i gher on. the 
sta lk. The: separation of the clump of Dahlia roots mto 
individual root s, each with one or more eyes attached, 
r equires a little skill, which is gained with c~per i en~e, 
and some patience. It is well to cover them with moi st 
sand and leave them in a wa rm room for a Iew clays or 
until th e sprouts beg·in to appear, as some of the eyes 
arc "blind," i. e., will fail to develop. Do no t allow the 
sprout s to become too long , as in the . ope rati on of 
dividing the clump they may be broken o ff. Jn .case the 
spr outs become too long, cut them back, leav mg one
quarttr to one-half inch. If ti1 c whole sprout is broken 
o ff , it is likely th at no plant will r esult, although some 
of the dormant adventitious eyes may start. 

A pair of good, light pruning shears and a knife are 
the tools needed for di viding the clumps. A good kit
chen kniie 1;vith a slightly flexible blade is th e best. First 
cut off all tuberou s r oots that have broken or strained 
necks, or that 11avc withered, and old 1-ibrous roots, and 
it is often advisable, especially in the case of large 
clumps that have developed about a thick stalk, to 
Sl~ll arate the ch.1111p into two or more large sections, cut
ting through the stem. Th en study the clump to deter
mine where to begin. The removal of the first root is 
u nally th e hardest. vVhen the one . that appears most 
accessible is selected, make cuts in the knuckle or crown 
all around it, making sure that there is an eye, and then 
gradually work the knife blade under and around it and 
pry it out. Then proceed with the remainder. Handle 
the clumps very carefully, especially the varieties which 
have long slender necks, for if the neck is strained, the 
food stored in the roots cannot r each th e shoot and no 
plant will result. Figure 2 shows a clump of Dahlia 
roots and hgure 3 shows the same clump divided. 

If a root is obtained with two eyes, it is entirely 
feasible to cut it in two lengthwise, leaving an eye 
attached to each part. It is well to sprinkle the cut 
snrfale with sulfur and to plant at once, to prevent 
shriveling. 

PROPAGATJON BY CUTTINGS 

T f a greenhonsc is available or even in a house room 
where the temperature remains nearly constant and 
where ventilation can be given, the plants may be 
propagated by cuttings. 

r:l l·wa3 1s retain the best clumps for propagation, and 
select these clumps in the field during the growing 
sc:lson. The tendency to sell the best roots and use 
remains for propagation has probably been the chief 
cause for the "running out" of varieties. 

The clumps are placed in sandy soil, in a house with a 
temperature of about -l5 degrees, with the crown above 
the soil level. Either whole clumps or, better, parts of 
clumps may he used. The soil is then thoroughly 
watered. The soil should be kept on the "dry side," 
that is, j nst barely moist, until some signs of growth 
appear and then a little more water may be given; at 
no time, however, should the soil be wet (fig. 4). This 
may be done any time after the first of January. In 2 
to 5 weeks, depending upon the variety and the condition 
of the roots, shoots should be long enough for cuttings 
to be made. As soon as the shoots reach the proper size, 
cut them close to the crown, leaving one-eighth to one
quarter inch. From below this point, numerous shoots 
will later appear. 
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The cuttings are then placed in sand which is kept 
moist, at a sand t emperature of 6!3 degrees and an air 
temperature of 55 degrees, and shaded from the direct 
rays of the sun by a thin coating of milk of lime on the 
glass. Jn about 3 weeks the cuttings will have rooted, 
and they should be potted in a good sandy loam compost 
in 2%-inch pots. The cuttings may also be grown in 
pots. Under greenl1ouse conditions, cuttings will root 
readily in 2-inch or 2%-inch pots of good soil; or one 
may fill a 3-inch pot with soil, make a hole with a large 
stick, place the cutting in the hole, and pour sand around 
it. As soon as the plant is established, put it in a cold
fram e or cool house, preferably setting the pots on a 
layer of sand or ashes, where it will grow slowly. Slow 
growth is important at this stage. If the plants become 
"pot bound," shift to larger pots. 

Pot-roots are a favorite method of handling Dahlias 
in England, and are used somewhat in this country. Late 
cuttings are rooted and potted up and then are placed in 
th e colclframe or a cool house and allowed to deve lop a 
pot-bound condition, when small tuberous roots are 
formed. As soon as growth is ~becked, water is grad
ually withheld and the plants are carried over winter in 
the pots. This metl1od is used also with cuttings made 
from f'1 eld plants in late summer. 

ln the garden, if too many shoots appear, the excess 
shoots may be cut off close to the root and put into the 
soil at once. These may form roots and make good 
plants, if shaded for a few days and watered. 

GRAFTlNG DAHLIAS 

Dahlias may also be grafted, although the ease of 
rooting cuttings makes grafting of little value except to 
propagate very valuable sorts or to get good plants late. 
A tuberot1s root discarded because of a broken or 
strained neck should be placed in soil in a pot. When 
l-ibrot1s roots have formed on the storage root cut a slit 
in the neck. If the neck is the same size as the shoot, 
so 111uch the better. Trim the shoot to a wedge shape 
and place C\t once in the slit in the storage root, so that 
at least one edge of the cutting coincides with one edge 
of the stock Bind with raffia, coat with melted paraffin, 
and cover the union with soil. In a short time the union 
will be conwlete and the young shoot will have a good 
tuberous root to carry it on. If all the eyes have been 
removed from the tuberous root used for grafting, the 
plant that develops will be the same variety as the 
inserted shoot, for such characteristics as color, size, and 
form of flower are not influenced by the stock. 

Some persons believe that when two half tuberous 
roots from two different varieties are grafted together, 
the fused root will give ris e to a new variety different 
from the other two. This has no basis in fact. 

WHAT To PLANT 

The old practice was to djg the clump in the fall, store 
it. and replant, without division, in the spring. This 
practice is not conducive to best results. Not more than 
one tuberoi1s root should be set in a hill and only one 
shoot should be allowed to develop to form the plant. 
The size of the root, provided it has a bud, has little 
bearing upon the size or vigor of the plant developed. 
The purpose of the root is to furnish food for the young 
plant that will develop from the eye or bud. As soon 
as this plant appears above ground, it will start to 
manufacture food for itself. If the old tuberous root 
develops feeding roots on the distal end, there is a prob
ability that the new plant will not develop new feeding 
roots at the base of the shoot. It is from these latter 
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roots that t he new tuberous root s fo r next year are 
for med. Hence, if th e root as planted is over 3 or 4 
inches loug, it is wise to r emove one-third to one-half 
before plan ting, so that the new plant will be fo r ced to 
develop a . et of feeding roo ts fo r itse lf . 

Green plants, as they ar e call ed, a rc th e r esult of 
rooted cutt ings . Th ese make just as sati sfacto ry growth 
as plan t. from tuber ous 1oots. l'urth crmor e, i f th e 
gr owing conditions are favorable, good clumps of roots 
will develop on pl ants o f mo t vari eti es. T here is no 
more r eason fo r pl ants from cuttings ot degenerate than 
for pl a nts from tuhe rous roots. :\n othcr piece of mis
in fo rmation tha t is promulgated wid ely is t o th e effect 
that g reen plants propagated from clumps that l1acl 
developed from g reen plants arc not sati s facto ry. The 
writer kn ows of t wo var ie ti es that ha \·c been propagated 
8 and 9 year s, res pecti\·ely, by thi s means w ith no 
apprec iable degener ati on. ' 

There arc many points in favo r o f the use o f plants. 
\Vh cn a tuberou s root is planted, it may li e dorm ant in 
th~ sc.il for scn·ra l w<'eks hcfn r the plant appears above 
the surf acc . "'.\Teantime, weeds g ro\v ancl t11 e so il may 
form a crn st hccau . c of th e da11 ger o f injury to develop
ing shoots hv culti vati on. \Vhcn pl a nt s a re set out 
cu1tivati on may start at one . P lants a rc lower in pr ic,'. 
th a n roots, and hence a limited amount o f money will 
purchase about twice as many plants as of tuberous roots. 

P LANT! ?-<(; 

Planting may he done any t ime a fter cla1w;e r o f killing 
frost is o,·e r, hut th e hest time is fr om th e midd le of 
l\Jay unti l tl1 e middle o f June fo r roots and about the 
middle of June fo r green plants. If plants are set earli er , 
they will come into bloom early, and in tl1 e late st1mm cr 
and ea rly fa11 when hloorn should be at its hest, they will 
he bloomed out and only poor fl owers will he obtained. 
Late setting permits the plants to become well estab-
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Figure Four 

This shows roots which have 
been benched in a green house 
for propagation. The white 
spot in the center shows where 
a cutting has been removed and 
how others develop below a 
properly made cut. 

It is also possible to propa
gate plants in a well lighted 
cellar-but results are less apt 
to be satisfactory . 

• 

lished before the dry spell s o f mi d-summer , and being 
better able to withstand t his heat , th ey wm bloo m at 
their best under the fa ,·orahl e conditions of the la te 
season. Dy st arting ea rl y, successive plantings may be 
made, t o p rodu ce a continuation of bloom, or early pl ant
ing fo ll owed by cutting th e plant back sever ely a bout 
July Jst w ill g ive better plants fo r la te bloom. 

If stakes a rc used they sh ould be placed befor e the 
r oots o r plants ar c set. A stapl e driven in near the top 
is a good means of a ttaching the label. T he planting 
di tance sl1onlc1 he 3 feet in the r ows with the rows 4 
fee t apa r t. Some vari t ics may r equir e more, some few 
less, than th ese distances . Thi s space w ill allow the 
plants t o spread with out t ouching the neighbors, will 
a llow the air to circulak, and ' ill permit case of culti 
Yati on, besides giying more f ceding space fo r th e r oo ts. 

P lant th e r oots d eep enough so that the eye will he -l: 
to () inch es helow th e soil le vel, tlic qrcat cr de pth aPf' !y
i119 lo sond;.1 so iL~. The r oot should he laicl in a hori 
zontal position with th e eye close to th e stake, in order 
that the stalk may he easily tied as it cl c,·elops. A lways 
lay the root with th e eye 11f>w ard. Then th e stalk will 
he straig ht and a ma r symmetri cal clump w ill be har 
Yestccl in th e fall , much easier to han<llc and di vide than 
i £ the e) e were planted down or th e root in a slanting 
or , ·ertical pos iti on. Cover tl1 e root with not more than 
2 inches of so il not compacted too much , u sing care tha t 
no decay ing o rganic matter comes into clirect contact 
with it, and then rill in as the stalk g rO\vs. 

Tf ther e has hecn some dela \' between the time of 
cliYicling the clump and the sctti1ig, so that the roots a r c 
shri ych:cl. plan :- th em in a pail of cold wa ter fo r 24 to 48 
liours be fo re planting, o r better still, in moist soil, sand, 
or peat moss. This is a good practice with all root s, 
as the eyes will develop fa ster . 

Set gr een plant s as close to th e stakes as possible in a 
hole 6 to 8 inches deep, coyering the pot ball with about 
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1 inch of soi l. Press the soi l lirmly about the hall o( 
snil as remove cl from the pot, ancl W<llcr wc11. I• ill in 
as the plant g-rows. Ju /Jco<. '.\' soils the p/un t i!l .CJ s!to 11 ld 
be shallower. 

Deep planting ensu res dCL'P r oot ing-, u 11c of the open 
sec rets of successful Dahli a g rowing. 

TR.\IN I NG 1\ N f) PRUNI N<; 

T he methods of pruning and t raining of the plant 
depend up on the vant:ty, the type, and the purpose for 
which i1. is grow n. 1 n a ny case, only one shout shnulcl 
he a ll owed to grow. Under the old-fashi oned mcthocl 
of growing Dahli a , the whole clump was planted, \:hic_h 
cleyelopccl into ..J- to 20 plants occupying· a space which 1s 
litted for onlv one. Hence sm all fl ower s in large numbers 
were developed early a nd w h en the best g rowing season 
came on, the fl owers were poor. By pennitting a single 
shoo t to g row, one can shape it as o ne wishes, obta ining 
m<tny o r few bloo ms, hut of a 111ucl1 hig her qu ality and 
helt er s ize than is possible hy the old method. 

\ \T here flowers are g r own for the cut-flower mark et, 
o r even for home decoration, good r e ults can be hacl 
without ~taking. The tubers can be planted deeper and 
th e shoot pinchccl hack, forcing th e development of side 
branches below the leYcl of the ground, so that when 
th e so il i drawn around the plant, these branches rirmly 
<mcl-or it. Most of th e commercial men make their 
pl ants branch close to the g round and hy successive 
pinching k eep them cl own, thu s obviat ing the necessity 
of stakes. 

\Vh en two to three pairs o f leaves are fo rm ed, pinch 
out the top lrnd. A t the 11 xt j oint below, two shoots 
wili for m, w hi ch sl1 onlcl be pinched 11ack as soon as th ey 
have made tvvo joints o r pairs of leaves. Then shoots 
will appear from th e lower nodes on the main stem. 
This pinching hack streng th ens th e stem and makes t11e 
heavy g rowth close to the g round. S uccess iY c pinching 
to ho ld back the bloo m nntil the proper season, should 
be fo ll owed. By this meth od, 20 or more blooms of 
medium s ize on stems al)Ollt 18 inches lo ng can be 
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ohtainecl. Reducing the number of hoots that arc 
a 11 owc:d to bloom wi ll produce larger flowers in sma ll 
m1111bcrs. 

The meth ocl used in growi ng the exhibition flower s on 
long stems is to allow only J to 6 main branches to 
develop, tying the se to the stake at frequent interva ls. 
I 11 tying the young stalks, do not tic too tightly, as the 
stem wi ll expand. Str ips of cotton goods or green 
asparag11 s tilpc is excellent for tying the stalks to stakes. 

It 11 as been n ·)tccl lhat a free circnlati on of air a nd f rec 
admission o f light to a ll parts of the plant a r c hig-hl y 
desirable. Some va riet ies, especially of the cactus type, 
branch excessi\'ely. It is necessary, therefore, to r ern O\"C 
so me of t hese excess branch es, not onl y once, but as they 
continue to cr owd. 

D1snunn1NG .\No D1snR.\NCIITNr. 

ln ord r to obt <"ti n the largest fl owers, it i n ecessary 
Lo clishud. \ 1Vhen the time has ar ri\' cl to pcnnit the 
plants to bloom, usually about the fi r st to the middl e of 
Aurrust, hucls may be a llowed to set. Us ua lly the tcr
rnina l w ill carry three Rowe r buds. \Vhen these a r c 
ahot1t the s ize o f pe<ts, r em ove a ll hut the centra l one. 
J\ ny of the huds will develop well, hut the central hud 
will give a straighter stem. If the bud has been injured, 
select either of the sick buds a nd r emove the oth ·rs. 
v\ ' ith \'aridics that a rc in clined to be cr otchy, i. e .. 
clcvclnp th e fl ower on a ve ry short ste rn , so that the 
Rower 1-ests clown in the l·i rst pair of leaves, it is w ise 
to select one of the side buds instead of t he crown bud . 
I• r om this will develop a better st em. .t\s the flower hurl 
cl ve lops, s ide sh oots will app ar on the stem, whi ch 
wiil cliYert foo d r eq uired by the flower, and sh ould he 
pinched o r snapped out as soon as they are la rge enough 
to handle. This should he clone the full length of the 
stc 111 des ired, leav ing at least the lowest pair, which 
should he a ll owed to grow to form later fl owers. The 
length of sta lk attached to the Hower can be go\" m ed 
in this way. 

--- . .J 

This m ethod applies particu
larly to the h eavier cactus, 
decorat ive, ancl peony flowered 
varieties, a nd to some of the 
hall s. The cactus and show 
van et1 that tend to haYc weak 
st em s should not he clishuclcled 
too hcaYily, if at all; rath er 
they should he pruned o r clis
hra nchecl. Sino·les arc s lclnm 
di slrncld ecl. Pinching hack helps 
to mak e a better show in th e 
r ompons, rni gnons, and hcclcling
\'aricties. 

• 

Figure Five 

Dahlia Cuttings: At the right 
is shown the cutting as taken 
from the plant. Left is shown 
as trimmed for insertion in the 
sand to form root str';lcture. 
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CULTIVATION AND W ATELH NG 

O ne of th e bi ggest factor s in the success ful culture o f 
Dahli as is to keep th em growing. Th e D ahlia is a very 
succulent pla nt a nd u ses large quantiti es of w at er. Th e 
li est meth od of supplying it is to conserve th e m oisture 
in the soil by culti vat ion. A t least once a w eek the so il 
should be culti vated deep with a hoe or some for m of 
ga rd en cultivato r. This conserv es the mo isture and kill s 
weeds, all ows air to circulate in th e so il , and so hastens 
bacterial ac tion upon th e unava ilable plant-food. Th e 
ga rden should always be cultivated as soon after a 
shower as th e so il can be worked. S ome g r ower s 
r ecommend hilling th e plants. A lthough hilling aids in 
supporting th e plants, it exposes a g r eater soil surface 
than does fla t tillage and so more wate r is evaporated. 

If prolonged droughts occur, it may be necessary to 
a pply water. A n overhead irrigation system is good if 
practicable. vVatering with a lawn sprinkler is satis
fac tory. Probably the hose is most commonly u sed. 

The best t ime to wat er is la te a fternoon o r evening. 
Th e soil should be soaked to a depth of 8 t o 12 inches. 
A half-hour spent flirting a nozz le back and fo rth does 
more ha rm than good, a s it s imply moistens th e sur face , 
which quickly dri es to a cru st the fo llow ing day, a llow
ing th e moisture to evaporate still m ore r apidly from 
th e so il. It is better t o do ha lf the garden one day a nd 
ha lf the next , and do it tho roug hly . After a heavy 
wa tering, th e so il should again be culti vated as soon as 
it can be w o rked, thus conserv ing th e mo isture th a t has 
been a ppli ed. Excess water will r esult in fl owe rs o f 
poor keeping quality. 

MULCHING 

\ Vhe ncve r avail able, a mulch should be applied in the 
rows and between the plants in the rows . A mulch 
appli ed about the middle of A ugu st will conserve 
mo isture, k eep cl own weeds, a nd prevent the soil fr om 
being compacted. J f w heat o r rye straw is used, thi s 
material may be dug und er to furni sh humu s. S a lt hay 
may a lso be used, but this does not r eadily r ot clown. 

S UBSEQUEN T F ERTILIZE R APPLI CATIONS 

\!\T he n buds a r e set , a little stimulant may be g iven t o 
inc rease vigor in g ro wth and t o g ive size and sub ta nce 
to th e fl ower s. I--1 alf a trowe l ful to a plant, of eith er 
sheep manure, or poultry manure mi xed with sand or 
so il, raked in or wa shed in with water , is recommended 
hy successful g rowers. :Make a rather wide (1 ;'5- inch ) 
depress ion about th e plant , spread in the manure, pour 
npon it a pail of wate r , and when w ell soaked in, cover 
with soil. If plenty o f cattle or hor se manure is avail
able, manure water is ideal fo r stimulating a ll plants. 
N itra te of soda has been u sed, but unl ess a ppli ed prop
erly, may g ive t oo rapid action . One and one-half level 
tea spoonfuls applied two or three times a t interval s o f 
two weeks should g ive good r esults. Spread it on the 
o il around the plant and cultivate in. Any s timulant 

a pplied much later than September l.Jth tends to make 
growth too rapid, resulting in tubers which will not keep 
well. Too much stimulation will r esult in so ft g rowth 
and flow ers th at will not keep well a fter being cut. 

C UTTJNG THE FLOWERS 

The flowers should be cut in the early morning or el se 
in th e late afternoon or evening, for then the moi sture 
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content is g reater th an du ri ng the mid dle of the cl ay. 
The fl owers should be cut befo r e complete ly deve loped ; 
s ingles may be cut h eforc full y open ed. 

H ave a pa il of wate r near at ha nd w hen cutt ing . Cut 
as long a st em as possible, r em ove th e leaves fr o m th e 
lower pa rt of th e stem ancl plunge it a t once into water. 
If th e s tem can be a lm ost co mpletely immer sed in water , 
so mu ch the bette r. 

Some bl ooms will w ilt alm os t as soon as cut and will 
never r ecover. This may he caused by t oo much nitro
genous food o r too liberal w ater , and a lso seems to be 
cha racteri sti c o f som e varieties . T hese and ha rd-stemmed 
varieti es can be irnproved by pla cing th e ste ms in w a ter 
as hot as t he hand will stand, a nd leaving th em until th e 
water cool . A nother practice is to put th e e nds of th e 
stems f o r a bo ut an inch into boiling w ate r fo r one 
minute. Stems thus treated should not be cut again. 
Sometimes placing the bloom s in wa t er in a coo l, da rk 
place fo r an honr or two will help to rev ive w ilted 
bl oo ms and may impr ove the k eeping qu alities. T o make 
tlie fl ower s las t longe r , th e best practi ce is to cut off a 
bit of the s tem each clay, and pl ace th e stern s in fresh 
water , except such as may have been t reat cl in hot 
w ater. No cheini cals have definitely pro longed the 
keeping o f fl ower s. 

D w 1\ RF 1Nc; JN D AHLL AS 

One preva iling subj ect of di scus ion a m ong Dahli a 
gro wers is w hat ca uses clwarling in D a hli as. Som e con
sider onl y one side o f th e s ubj ect. As a matter of fac t 
the re a r c ma ny poss ibl e cau ses. 

CULT URE- If a plant in a pot has been a ll owed to 
become po t-bound and the soil dri ed out unl ess th e ball 
?f so il is th orou ghl y soaked befor e th e piant is se t, there 
1s g reat danger tha t th e roots will n ot grow free ly. 
S ometim es it is not sufficient to soak the soil about t he 
pl ant, as th e dry pot-ball m ay take up wa t ' r y ry slowly . 

\ i\Then pla nts a re set out, any pl ant tha t is sma ll . houlcl 
not he. set too deep. Sometimes h eavy r a in will cume 
and fi1_Jl up tl~ e holl o w a r ound the pl ant, which may 
r esult m dwa rhng , du e to suffocati on of th e r oots . 

] f cau sti c fe rtili ze rs arc applied when the so il is too 
dry, and these come in contact with th e r oo ts, th e result 
may he the 1Jurni11g of the r oot tips, which m av cause 
dwar fi ng. A simila r e ffect is seen when th e f rti li zer s 
a rc pl aced in th e hill , under the pla nt. 

INSECTS-Dwarfing may he caused by in sects eatin o
th c roo ts. Snch insects as white grubs a nd wirc worn{: 
have hcen kn own to feed on the youncr root s as thcv 
cleYC·l op, thu s causing dwarfing . e. • 

The thrips a re fr cqu ' ntly th e cause o f dwa rfin o
thr0u~h a ttacks when th e plants arc ye ry sma ll. Tl~~ 
same is true o f th e ta rni shed pla nt bu o· in m or e northern 
ia titud s . 

D1 sE.\SE- There are present in Da hlias a few clis r ases 
that !1lay cause dwarfing. These ar e o f the so-call ed 
mosaic o r virus type o f di sea se. 

[ NS ECT !\ N D :\ N J l'\l .\L P ESTS* 

Many insects attack th e Dahlia but fortunately , 
r elatively f ew ar c met with in any 01~c l o~ality , that is, 
in numbe r s that are se rious. 

*The notes on insccls have been supplied by D r. C. C. H a milton . 
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CHEWING INSECTS AND ANIMALS 

SLucs--Thcse arc animals that eat the outer surface 
of young stalks or climb t he stems and eat the · leaves. 
They m ay be hunted at night with an electric torch and 
a darning needle. Poisoned bran bait, lettuce plants set 
among the Dah li as and sp rayed w it h an arscnical po ison, 
or even a spray of arsenate of lead on the Dahli a plant 
wi ll be effective. 

CuTWORM s-These chew throngh the sterns of the 
plant at or just below the surf ace of the so il. The con
trol is poisoned bran bait broadcast or placed near the 
plants. A collnr of building paper 3 or 4 inches in 
diameter and 3 or 4 inches wide, extending at least 1% 
inches below the surface of the ground and p laced ahout 
the young plant as soon as it is set or sta rts out from 
the root, will prevent ·cutworms from reach ing the 
young plants. Usually the infestation is past by June 
15th, so that late set plants often avoid this insect. 

STALK-BORER-The common stalk-bo rer win ters as 
eggs on weeds. T he eggs hatch in tl1e spring. The 
larva feeds first on and in vveeds and grasses ancl then 
visits the garden. It enter s the stalk of the Dahlia (and 
other hollow or pithy stemmed plants) and feeds on the 
inside of the stem. Finally the top of the plant w ilts. 
If the stem is inspected closely, the hole made by the 
larva on enteri ng may be observed. ?\lany persons claim 
to have brougl1t about the death of the insect by inj ect
ing· into the stem through the hole · made by the insect, 
with a med icine dropper, nicotine, pyretlwu m, or a rsenate 
of lead spray solution. The only sure remedy is to slit 
the plant and kill the insect with a wi re or the point of 
a knif e. The stem may be bandaged togetl1er again. 
Oftentimes the plant wi lt be benefited by cutting it back 
fo llowing an atack by this insect. 

Some of the seedsmen a re offering a material whi ch, 
placed about the plants, is claimed to prevent the entrance 
of th ese insects. This material is recommended by some 
growers. 

Sanitation will help to keep this insect down. Cut and 
burn, during the late fall to early spring, all weeds in 
the neighborhood, and keep the gr ass clipped in the ear ly 
spring. These means will destroy the eggs and the early 
food supply. 

CATERPILLARS-Sometimes caterpillar s, the larvae of 
various moths, will eat th e foliage. These can be easily 
controlled by spraying the leaves with arsenate of lead. 

GRASSHOPPERS--Late in the season grasshoppers some
times attack the plants, chewing the tops of buds and 
causing a "trimmed" appearance qf the Rowers when 
they develop. Some measure of control may be had by 
clearing a strip adjacent t o the Dahlia bed and by broad
casting on the strip poisoned bran bait. 

1\lh scELLANEOus CHEWING INsEcTs-\i\Thite grubs or 
wireworms may cause trouble when Dahlias a re placed 
on land which T1as been in sod or out of cultivation for 
several years. Deep plowing and harrowin g-, or, on a 
small scale, fumigation with carbon bisulficle emul sion 
will help to control these. One grower reports success
ful control of wireworms by surrounding th e roots with 
soil in which finely ground tobacco was mi xed. 

The aster beetle, the striped cucumber beetle, the 12-
spotted cucumber beetle (the adult of th e southern corn 
roGt-worm) may attack the flowers while in bloom. 
There is no control, except cl ea n culture in the whole 
garden. 

SUCKING INSECTS 

Of recent years the sucking insects have been more 
serious in their injury than the chewing insects, and have 
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been the cause of most complaints. Further, the control 
of these insects is important as they may be the carriers 
of virus diseases. 

TrrnrPs-Thrips have been the cause o[ a large pro
portion of the dwarfing of Dahli a plants. These tiny 
insects, only about one-twenty-lifth of an inch long, enter 
th e growing tips, usually within two or three weeks after 
the young plants a re set out or the shoots from tuberous 
roots appear. The insects chafe the tender leaves in the 
process of development, and when the leaves unfold they 
arc reduced in size, and crippled in appearance. There 
is some difference in susceptibi lity among varieties. 
Tl1ose varieties with thick, fleshy, and pubescent fo liage 
are resistant to attacks, whereas yarieties with thin, 
smooth leaves lacking pubescence are susceptible. 

The control is effected by spraying with a nicotine and 
soap spray or a pyrethrum and soap spray, or by dusting 
with ni cotine dust. The material should be applied as 
soon as plants are set out or as soon as shoots appear 
above ground, making- sure t hat the material penetrates 
into the tip buds. The treatment should continue at 
weekly (or, if the infestation was serious the previous 
year, twice weekly) intervals for about six weeks. If 
early pinching back is practiced, thorough spraying 
should accompany the pinching, as the thrips arc then 
exposed. 

LE,\FHOPPERS-Leafhoppers attacks about July 1st and 
from then on to frost may be a serious menace. They 
clarnage the plants by sucking sap from the leaves. The 
.injury is first apparent wb en the margin of the leaf 
becomes pale, then yellow or mottled. Followino- this 
the edge of the leaves may turn black and t hen dry up. 
The new growing tips may turn b lack in serious infesta
tions. Another clanger is that some one of the several 
species may be the carrier of vims diseases. The differ
ence in susceptibility among varieties is the same as with 
th rips. 

The control starts with sanitation. Tops should be 
plowed under and rubbish, in which the adults may 
winter , destroyed. The best time to control the insects 
is when they are in the nymph for m and cannot fly. 
During the nymph stages, the feeding is usually on the 
under surface of the leaf. N icotine-soap or pyrethrum
soap sprays or nicotine dust, apjJlicd to the lower surface 
of the leaves will control these and may kill some of the 
adults, of wbich there may be constant reinf estation. 
Recent investigation has sh own that satisfactory results 
may be obtained hy applying . repellents, such as pyre
thrum, either as a dust or as a thin wash, or heavy 
appli cations of borclcaux mixture spray. These applica
tions should be thorough and shou ld be made about once 
a week until hucl s have set. Enclosing the Dahlia patch 
with a cheesecloth fence about 6 feet high, fo llowed by 
an occas ional. dusting or spraying, has given excell ent 
control of leafboppers. 

TARNTSIIED PL.'\NT Buc-\Nhen the Rower buds turn 
black and dry up, or if the flowers a re developed on one 
side and not on the other, this is the result, usually, of 
attacks by the tarnished plant bug. These insects fre
quently attack by inserting the mouth parts into the stem 
below a very small hnd. Sometimes the only effect 
noticed is a vertical st reak of brown or black on the 
stem, appearing like a callus or scar. 

Control of this insect is difficult. Cleaning up all 
plant rubbish during the winter will destroy the hiber
nating quarters. When attacks are very serious fre
quent spraying with pyrethrum-soap sprays have' been 
effective, but the insects must usually be caught upon 
the fly. 
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APHIDs-Black aphids may attack the young shoots or 
flower stems of the Dahlia, usually late in the season. 
These are easily controlled by the contact insecticides 
used for leafhoppers. 

DISEASES** 

There are no diseases of the Dahlia that a re w idely 
preval ent in se ri ous amount. 

vVJLTs-T hree wilt diseases are found in the Dahlia. 
One of these is bacterial and causes a wet, soft rot 
within the stem a nd a browning of the fibrovascular 
system, which will show a yellowish ooze when cut. The 
oth er two show th e browning, but no ooze is present. 
These three organi sms also cau se decay 0£ r oot s in 
storage. 

Coiltro l is by the se lection of healthy plants for propa
gat ion. If a plant wilts in the fie ld , it sl1 ould be removed, 
as soon as di scovered, together with th e su rrounding 
soil. 

ROWN RoT-Th e so-call ed cr own rot of roots in stor
age can he contr oll ed hy making sure t11at the stalk is 
thoroughly dry. \Vhen the stalk is large, the clump may 
be cut into two or more parts, permitting more thorough 
drying out 0£ the ti ssue. Dry suliur a nd lin1e in equai 
proportions dust 'd on the.: cut surfaces will l;clp to dry 
them up a nd to pn::vent di ·ease infect ion. 

STUNT-Any dwarfing of Dahlias has been rath er 
loosely c:illed ''stun t," hut, in a previous ection, the 
ya n ous causes of thi s fa ilure to develop pr operly have 
been discussed briefly. There are, however, several virus 
diseases which will cause dwarfing of the plant, distinct 
motllmg of th e leaves, distortion and malfo rmation of 
th e leaflets, and asymmetrical blooms. To ove rcome 
these, any suspected plant should be destroyed and routs 
from on ly th o;:;c plant that haye made a vigorous, nor
mal growth should be selected as propagating material. 
Such selection shou ld be made in the Jicld during the 
growing season. 

In general, any plant which is not m aki ng a normal 
growth should he dug and destroyed at once. lf it has 
a virus di sease, it is a ltogether probabl that some suck
ing insect will transport the disease, so that there may 
follow ~ r.ather genera l infecti on of plants. 

REMEDIES 

Poisoned bran wash 
Bran-1 quart 
Paris g recn-1 teaspoonful 
1'Jolas cs or suga r-2 tablespoonfuls 
Juice of 1 orange 

l\lix the IJran and paris g reen dry. Dissolve the 
molasses o~ s~1gar in a littl e waler, add th e orange juice, 
and then stir. m. th e d!·y bran and paris green, making a 
mash Ll: at will Just stick together. Place the mixture in 
s m~ll pd~s (about a tablespoonful ) at frequent inter vals 
or Ill a nng around each plant, in the evening . 

Sto 111a ch poison (for leaf-chewing insects) 
A rsenate of lead (paste)-1 tabl espoonful 
o r arsenate of lead (powdcr)-1 '/2 teaspoonful s 
Flour-I tabl espoonful 
vVater- 1 gall on 

:Mix the arsenate thoroughly in a small quantity of 
'v\'ater and then add water to make a gallon. Stir occa
siorndly while sp raying. 

**The notes on diseases have been supplied by Dr. R . P. White. 

Contact spray (for sucking insects) 
40 per cent nicotine sulfate-% tablespoonful 
Soap-1 tablespoonful 
vVater-1 gall on 

D issolve the soap in a little h ot water and then add the 
r emaind er 0£ the water and the nicotine. The soap acts 
as a spreade r. Spr ay thoroughly the under si Jes of th e 
leaves as well as the upper parts, as every insect must 
be hit to be killed. 

Pyrethru m sprays are purchased and diluted according 
to directions on the package. 

Fun gfride-B o rdea u,~ 11ii.-i;t11re 
Stone lime-1:1;2 tablespoonfuls 
Copper sul fate-1 tablespoonful 
·water-1 gallon 

Dissolve the coppe r sulfat e in one-half gallon of water 
in :L wooden pail, a crock, or glass jar by placing it in a 
salt bag a nd suspending it in the water near the surface. 
S lake the lime in a very small quantity of water and 
whe n thoroughly slaked dilute to one-half gallon. Do 
not mix until waated for use, then mix equal portions 
of each. straining the liquids. \Nash the sprayer thor
oughly after using and before putting it away. If kept 
in Lightly co rked bottles, these materials will r emain in 
good condition for se eral weeks. 

Co mmerc ia l brands of borcleaux mix ture can be pur
chased at any seed stor e and used according to the clirec
ti ns on the package. 

Charles I-!. Connors. 
F.ditor's Xotc-A t so 111 c fu ture tim e we 111ay complete 

this ·war/~ by publishing Dr. Connors excellent s11gges
tiu11s on diyyiny and storing and breeding Dahlias. 

• 
A Correction in Honor Roll Report 
\V c pub li shed the 1932 Honor Roll in the J anuary 

l3LiLLETIN. This was by spec ial permission of the Amcr
iran Ho111e and it author, Mr. Derrill I-fart. 

But, through an unintentional error one variety was 
om itted. This " ·as Golden E clipse, originated by 
Bacletty Bros., of Huntington, Kew York. 

Mr . Hart describes it as follows: "Golden E clipse, 
formal decorative. A n undefeated winner and the truest 
type large fo rmal decor ativ e novelty since the new A. D. 
S. class il lcat ion was written. A t New Yo rk it won as 
t he Best Formal Decorative Seedling. At Rye, N. Y., 
it 1 ece iyed spec ial award of mer it as a seedling. \\Ton 
a l o at lZockville Centr e as best Gold, Orange o r Bu ff, in 
open t a ll cbs.s. The best description and, incidentally 
the be t tribute lo this Dahlia is t o say that it is a 
g-lorili ect Sagamore. H weyer, it will grow much larger 
th an Sagamore. It has the same g lowing color com
bination, lhe outside a clear gold, shading to a salmon 
center. T bclieYc it will be a very difficult flower to 
ddcal in its ty pe classes.'' 

\\' c arc so rry fo r the error and hope that thi s notice 
will, partially at least, make u p for it. 

This splendid fl ower will not be introduced we under-
stand, until HlH. ' 

• 
\ 'ou v\rJLL FIND HHI JN THE GARDEN 

"The_r e_ is less overti1~1c work, less j oy riding, less 
enterta111111 g and more t11ne spent at home, than there 
used to be." Thus speak;:; Charles Coolige Parlin 
ma~iager ~f resea rch f?r _th~ Curtis Publishing Co.: 
Pl11ladelph1a. 1'laybe this lS Just more evidence from 
tati stici ans that people are spending more time in their 

gardens, and paying more attention to Dahlias. 
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• 

Forcing Better Roots 

Question by H. L. Rice, Hereford, Te:rns. 
Just a q1terj' or two fro lll a tired b11si11ess 111a11 w ith 

Dali/ias as a hobby. Severa l po/mlar Dahlia varieties 
ha·ue the chara cter istics of prod11 ci11g long, slender roots 
,wch ns "f erse'\1 Beautv '' and "Fort lVIonniouth ." It seems 
to J11 e this t1-:ait has - been exaggera ted wit Ir 111 c . For 
i11 sta 11 ce, last spri11g I bo11ght a w hole c/11111p of .. Mo n-
111 011/h C/ia111pi o11" and th e roo ts were s11zal/ and co 111pact. 
I 11 tir e fall upon digging tit em I Jow1d that th ey were 
loos ely formed and 7;erJ' long and s lender. 

"Fort J1f 01111w11/h'' see111s to have the characteristic of 
producing roots someth11es ten to twelve inches long and 
abo1tt as large as 011 e's fi11g er. I a111 wonder ing if this i.9 
bcrn11se of a co ndition in Jllj' soil. The latter is rather 
tight naturally but I have ovcrco J// e this tex ture condi
tion b'y th e adding of Jw111us, yet I cannot see111 to get 
any si::c int o the roo ts of th ese two 1ia111ed 'l'a rieties and 
so111e others. ls th ere a11y 'Way in which I can i111pro'ue 
the sit11atio1i? 

• '\nswcr by J. A. Kemp, Originator of "Fort Mon
mouth ." 

"J<o rt l\Ionmouth," as lVIr. Rice says, has a t endency 
to produce long, slender roots. This is not the only 
variety which does this, and th e fact that they arc 1ong 
and slender in itself does not make them any less hea lthy 
or make them reproduce their kind any less than other 
\'<trieties. There is some slight difficu lty, of course, in 
keeping over roots from one year to another which do 
not have the capacity of a large storage of starch and 
other nutriments for the new plants. 

Tl-:ere is one r emedy, however, which can be resorted 
to to produce stockier roots on "Fort Monmouth" and 
other like varieties. I discovered this remedy entirely by 
accident as one learns most things by experience, and by 
keeping alert and watching the results of whatever takes 
place in horticulture. This remedy does not apply to the 
repla11ting of divisions of a variety but only to the 
reproduction of roots from plants taken from the clump. 
_,\ fter the plant is established if you can with a knife cut 
around it or, without disturbing the root any more than 
is necessary, pinch off the roots of the plant, this stops 
their reaching out for nutriment. The real r eason they 
are long and slender is because this variety seems to 
require some elements in the soil and from those ele
ments does not readily manufacture starch. In its desire 
to get those elements it starts searching them out. That 
is nature's way of providing the material which that 
particular Dahlia seems to want. By cutting off those 
roots of th e plants when they are small you stop their 
reaching out and they immediately start to thicken up. 

• 
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• 
No tice: There w ill be n 111 eeting of th e Board of 

Refe rence-by 111 ca11s of U. S. Mails-before next issu e. 
H7 ill all 111 e111b ers please be prepared to discuss the phase 
of this Foru111 which either ann oys or pleases t!ieJ11 . The 
Foru111 has not had th e pleasure of hearing fro111 so111e of 
our experts ye t. A nd certainl_v this is not a pri'l'a le fight, 
there's room f or ei1erybody. 

The way I discove red this was because accidentally we 
broke o ff some roots of ''Fort l\Jonmouth" plant in the 
handling of them and the clumps which we dug in the 
fall of those particular plants were much thicker than 
others. I would suggest that you run a spade around 
plants that have these characteristics after they have been 
in the ground two or three weeks and look strong and 
healthy. Do not do it too close to the plant but several 
inches away. This will not disturb the ground or the 
plant. Probably another way in which plants can be 
made thicker is to plant them in 12 inch pots or in tubs. 
This will force the plants to absorb all of the nutriment 
and prevent. them from reaching out and becoming long 
and thin. 

Another thing which I would point out to you is that 
when you use too much fertilizer for the plant it develops 
a lot of small feeder roots but does not reproduce much 
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in the wav of a strong root. T his may ha\'e som ethin g 
to do w-ith yollr particular trouble. Probably your 
ground does not h ave a lot t o do w ith it. 

• • • 
A Trial Grounds Check-up 

BY J\IoRG.\ N T. R ILEY 

T here ar c many fr iends of th e D ahlia who have h ear d 
ah ut th e Trial Grounds at S torrs but w ho have neve r 
sent th eir ow n seedlings ther e to be tri ed. 

\ Ve ha \' e read in Trial Ground s r eports tha t every 
Dahlia was given equ a l opportunity, t bat th e judg ing is 
done by men of co mpetence a nd experi ence. U nd oubt
edly those w ho have actu ally sent th eir D ahlias ther e have 
fo un d th ese things tru e, but fo r those w ho have n ever 
·en t a Dahlia to th e T ri a l Grounds ] have ma d e a r e
sear ch into t.h e r eco rd of th e T ria l Gr ounds that we 
bel ie\'C will prove th e effi ciency 0£ t h e p lace t o a11 
g row rs. 

1 have t ak en a li s t of certifi cate w inn ers fro m Hl20 
on th roug·h 1 \l32. J have traced th ese D ali li as through 
all o f th e cata logues of \'a ri ous growe r s a nd thi s is wha t 
I found. 

Of tl1 cse 1-ll vari eties, 10\l fa iled to secure a ce rtifi cate. 
Thirty- t wo o f th em r ece i\" ecl a certifi cate. Therefor e, 
'.23 ' ~~, o f th e Dahli as sent to Storrs receive d valu a bl e 
aut henti cati on. It docs pn l\·e, o f course, th at th e chances 
of gett ing a certil1cate on your D a hli a a t S torrs is less 
tha n on e out of fo ur, but 0 11 t he other h and it certainl y 
de monstrates th at th e 23 }1r w hi ch dn r ece ive a certifi cate 
ge t so mewher e in D ahlia cl u m. 

For in sta nce, of th e 10!l w hi ch fail ed to get a ce rti 
fi ca te, only nin e gain ed th e Ii ting in th -17 cata logues 
which I examined in 19 ;~2 and 1\l:l3. E ig ht of these nin e 
we re seen in th e 1\l:-l:~ catalogu es. 

L et u s •ro hack to th e 32 whi ch did r eceive certifi cate s. 
T \\ enty- tw o o f these o r 72% of them a r e in th e -1 7 
ca ta logues issuecl in the las t tw o year s. T ha t m eans that 
some D ahli as g ranted ce rtili cate · way back in th e nin e
teen rwenti cs a re still being sold fo r th ey ha Ye co me 
throug h thirteen succes ivc season . O th e rs a rc rn:n 
and rn :l:2 D a hli as whi ch a re no t yet r eady fo r in trodu c
tio n. Can a nyone r eading these percentages ever a r gue 
again tha t it docs not pay to se nd your D a hlias to S torrs. 
Th at ce rtainly is a line reco rd. 

Putting it anoth e r w ay. n etter tha n 7 out o f 10 of 
th e certili catc winning l)ahlias during th e last thirtem 
seasons, counting eH'll th e rn:n a 11cl I n :i:~ Dahlias a t 
S torr s whi ch had not been introduced, and including 
th ose clear liack to l\l20, arc still o ffe red t.o<lay in the 
catalogues oi th e g rower s. 

Ce rtainly on its r eco rd al one, S torr s is a success ancl 
vvo rth the earn es t cons ide rati on o f anyone wh n exp ect s 
to introduce a new Dahlia. 

• • • 
The foll owing questi on was asked by A. A. Bauer, 

Richm ond , Ya., in the last issue o f th e Forum but was 
le ft unanswered by l\Ir. 1laytro tt who answ er ed hi s 

precedi ng; que t ion on "\Vhen 1s a seedling n o t a 
seedling? '' 

Question b:,1 A. A . Baiter. 
IT'hat a11 d w iz en is a Jicony Dahlia? T-Vhcn a DaMia 

so ld and cata logued as a dccora ti·ue or inf or111al decora· 
tii•c, as t li c case 111 uy be, rese111 bles, turns out to be, or 
af' f> ears to be (I jJeO ll 'j' f0/' /11 , may it be c11t ercd as Q peo ny 
])a,1i/ia-tlz e exhibitor /mowing that it is // Ot lis ted or 
cata loy ued as a peo ny Dahl ia / 

A nswe r by Derril! \ V. Har t. 
According to the offic ia l A merica n Dahlia S ociety 

c lass i!icat io ns we h a\'e th e fo ll owing desc ription s. 
Class ?\: o. 7, Peony D a hlia- o pen cente red fl ower s 

w ith not m or e th a n four r ow s o f r ay fl o rets, r egardl ess 
o [ fo rm or number o f fl o ret s, w ith th e addition o f small er 
curl ed o r t w isted Ao ra l rays around th e disc. For ex
a mple, Geisha, Go rgeo us, etc. 

S trictly speaking t h en, a Da hli a shonld be classed a s a 
peony w h en a ll o f t h e bl oo m s of th a t pa rti cul a r va riety 
come und er t he aho \·c desc ripti on . F r equent ly, and 
p<1 rticul a r ly la t e in th e season, a cl osed center vari ety 
w ill produ ce !Jloo m s w hi ch ha\'C o pen ce nte rs and which 
should be classed as a peo ny m ore th an as a cleco1·ati ve 
or info rma l clccontti ve. T_:J owe\'er , not in m a ny cases 
wh en thi s ha ppens a r c th er th e mall e r cnrl ed or twi st ccl 
fl oral rays around the di sc whi ch is on e o f th e ma in 
char ac te ri stics o f a i1eony Dahlia. 1f it does not have 
these sh o rt, curl ed Jl orets a t center it is n ot a true p eony 
ly pc according to :-\. D. S. cla ilicati on. 

Therefo re, in our o pini on , most o f these o pen centered 
bl oo ms pick ed fr om a normal cl osed center vari ety bu sh 
ar e 11 t [Jeony D ahlias a nd should no t be shown as su ch. 
Th ey ar c just poor specimens o f a n oth cr wi c no rma l 
class ilicati on unde r t he deco ra ti ve headin g-. 

\ \ "c cann ut s peak fo r th e judges in the va ri u s sh ow s. 
E\·e ry j ud ge should , o f conrse, be fa mili a r with th e 
.\. D .. . c lass ili cati on o f the Dahlia. Each judge should 
a lso fo ll ow th e pa r t icular rlll es in co nn ecti on w ith class i
lica ti on laid d ()\\"1 1 l ly th e indi\·iclna l sho w m anao·emcnt. 

• • • 
This Question is a uPipe" 

Q 11 cstio11 by Gco ruc IY . P li11 /.:c , f , 011is·•• illc , Ke 11 ! 11 ck .v. 
f zvo 11/d fi/.•e to /m ow j us t ·what yood soot out of th e 

s to< •r pi j1c is to my /Jahlia s. I trii'l f it ll'nd it rid tlz c so il 
nf dili'c rc11t 7•c n11i11 , in Ill}' o/1i11 io 11 . 1 zuo 11/d li!u to /.:n oi 1 

if I did r i .r; IIt in t!1is. P!cose pu/JfislI ans<l'Cr in tli c 
F or11111. 1 1JI.i.i;lit add that I lim ·c m1/y a twc11t_\•-fic.•c fo ot 
lot ·1vit/I a fic:c f oo t tig ht l>oard fc 11c c 011 each side and in 
it I ha <'C yruw11 so l/l e wo 11dcrf11I b/00 111s. Ha« •c fwd solll c 
11f> /u clc7•c 11 and ouc-lialf i 11 cf1 cs- a11d li m•c fwd /Jluo ms 
f ro/II 111iddlc of Jla}' 1111til f ros1. I fi11d both rcc rcatio11 
und pleasure f ro111 .11rowi11 y tli c111. li. 'i.°C 11 th ouglz I h07.•c 
been 11J1 c111f>{oy ed s in ce la st J1111 c l a111 11 0 / 9 oi11 y to stoj> 
y roz(.1i11u J) a/ilius. / / '0 11/d aj>/1r ec iul c your 0. I\. if j>o s
s ible 011 th e soo t. 

A 11 sw cr hy ye old Condu cto r. 
\\' ell , thi s is an () pportunity. l had thong-ht that I h ad 

lent an attentive car t o m or e dark t o pics . and hearcl the 
black s ide o f eYcr y qncsti nn- n -en inclnding D a hlia 
g rowing-hut h er e co mes l\lr. Plinkc and pours coal tar 
ri ght into the Dahlia hill s. 

If I were E ddi e Canto r, I'd retire to the win g s and 
e rn crgc in black face befor e T took p en in hand ( it' s a 



lJlack pen and J'm writmg this with hlack ink). I may 
eyen be wt"ar ing mourning before I fi nish. B ut enough 
of t he facet tous-even if i t is raining and a very dark 
n ight. 

This qu est ion has one bright side-it teach es us that 
it's well t o look on t he dark si<le of things once in a 
w hile. Last summer a fr iend of mine who lives t en 
mile distant ca1led me on t he phone one Snnday morn
ing. "Come right o \·er ," he said, " I have an absolutely 
black Dahli a just breaking-it's mid-n ight." Hi s 
enthu siasm was co ntageo us. I hopped into th e car
clashecl th ere in nothing fl at. ] c met me and we went ove r 
to th e garden. He h::icln't been ther e since the afternoon 
before. We hurri ed up t o the seedling, which had 
opened some in the nig ht. .ft wasn't black-quite. But 
a little r ed was sh ow ing and we b oth smil ed. We ·were 
both of us the k ind of nuts who go dippy wh en a new 
one breaks to the light o £ day fo r the fir st time. B ut 
he missed t he black Dahlia by a shade. Now I 'm going 
to help him get one. :t-.Jr. P linke 11 as given the tip. 

But I pro mised t o be seri ous, even though it' s diffi cult. 
C1 iving- light on a dark qu esti on is just not to be res isted. 

l\1 r. P inke, J am not a chemi st , but I know th at fro m 
coa l tar comes j nst about eve rything fr om ca rboli c ac id 
t o dyes with all th e colors o f th e ra inbow and on down 
t o asperin, sulphur, f ormaldehyde and hundreds of 
other chemicals and compounds. Bes ides, soot is 
la rgely composed of unburnt carbon, plu s th e oth er o r
ganic compounds. Undoubt~dl y soot contain s chemicals 
which do kill wire w orms and other ve rmin. P ro babl y 
it even kills the larvae of many of the pests which late r 
hatch out to suck and chew on the D ahlia plants. 

lf you have tried it a nd it has not damaged the root s 
:tnd has killed vermin , then you h ave contributed to the 
s um total o f Dahlia culture information which thi s 
B~LLET!N was es tabli sh ed t o disseminate. Th ank you , 
Mr. Plmke. Jf any oth er r eaders are chemists and can 
g ive yo u a mo re scientific, and perh aps less facetious 
an swer , we h ope they will do so. In the meantime we 
wish we had some soot to try in our garden. A Dahlia 
fan is an eternal experimenter, hut th e writer's oil 
burn er r ef us es to make soot. :Maybe that' s economy, 
but we hat e to ha\'e to wo rry over th e qu es ti on which 
l\fr. P inke has raised. And T, too, would like to have 
a black face "D ahlia some clay ." H o Imm. 

• • • 
What to Do With Seedlings 

Question by Afrs. Cora Laline, S c31111011r, Ind. 
I raised twe11t:y-two seedlings fr om a packag e of seeds 

1 purchased. DiscardC'd q11ite a f ew as they did not 
Ple1!se me. The remainder are 11cry prett::,i, but I don' t 
beli eve th ey a.re g ood e11 01tgh to ha1!e tested at S torrs. 
Had quite a f ew v isitors to see my fi ozr;ers. So me of 
th e Ill w anted ro ots fro111 my seedlings. Now I want to 
lmow if it is all right for m e to sell roots of these to 111'\1 

frc i11d~. I. 11131self do n~t thin!~ so as I a111 not thinl~ing 
vf gomg into the Dahlia. business for a big profit and 
r ealf211 do 'llOt thin!~ th e ones w anted sh ould be let ont. 
iVhat do the growers do with tli e ones tli e'y do not care 
for, bum them ? 

Answer by ye Conductor. 
It ~s quite a responsibility to either give away or sell 

seedlmgs.. There is the possibility that your judgment 
on what 1s a good flower w ould be discounted, if people 
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who see an infer ior bloom-or color-grown from your 
roots are told that you originated it. A pretty good 
rule, I would say it is not well to let any roots out, sell 
or g ive them, unl ess yo u have tested tb e variety t hree 
years and it has proven to h ave sorn e ou tstanding 
characte ri stics. After a ll , th e Dahli a is t oo pro ductive 
and has too many throw-backs in its reproducti on. In 
fact it would be expecting too much of nature to make 
t hem a ll beautiful and wo rthy. So fo r th e same purpose 
that extreme care is breeding better blood in hor ses and 
cattl e and other animals it is well t o destroy th e culls 
in Dahli as and only let the sturdy, well b red types and 
color s survive. O ne bad D ahlia in a garden, where bees 
work, can conta minate the pollen of futur e seedlings 
so tha t most seeds fro m that garden a re mediocre or 
wo rse. 

And that is why we have tri al grounds and exhibitions, 
s that wo rthy Dahlias may be perp etuated and so that 
the race of beautiful and sturdy varieties may be en
couraged. Indeed it is tb e purpose of the A. D. S . to 
ass ist in producing Dahli as which a re not only pleasing 
to th e eye-but which w ill be healthy and vigorous and 
cl o we ll in any so il or climate. 

\ Ve advise that if you ar e not sure of your seedlings 
J ro m these standpoints don' t send them out into the 
gardens of the world or ev·en yo ur home town. W ait 
till you get on e which will be a cr edit t o you and to 
Dahlia clom. 

• • • 
MINIATURES 

BY GrwRGE L. FARNUM 

r\s I have been identi fic 1 with th e miniature type of 
Dahlia and ha \'e int roduced quite a few varieti es fro m 
E urope, I have been fr equently ask ed at the shows fo r 
an opinion on what would be meant by a class asking 
fo r a di splay of miniature D ahli as. Should thi s include 
mignons or should mignons be excluded, o r wheth er 
onl y miniature deco rati ves, miniature peony a nd minia
ture cactus we re in the mind of the Schedul e Committee 
when such a class was designated. It would be well to 
thrash thi s matter out now in advance and it wo ul d be 
in~eresting to ge t the opinion of oth ers vvbo possibly 
nught have other views than th e w riter on th e subj ect. 

l\Iy suggesti on is that the word " minia tures" sh ould 
apply to miniature dcco rati,,es, miniature peonies a ncl 
mini atur e cactus D a hlias. Th at mignons are cl assiiiecl 
by the nomenclature committee as a s pecia l class and 
~he rcf? r.e should . not be inclucled in a class ca lling fo r 
JUSt m1111 atures. \ iVhere mignons are permissabl e in a class 
it should be so stated and the class should r ead minia
tures and mignons, and thi s would al so , in our opinion, 
~p p ly ~o _p ompons, th o_ugh und er four inches, the pompon 
is a d1st111ct class of 1ts own and should not be included 
,,·ith .miniatures . unle ss it r eads minia tures and pompons, 
or mmatures, m1gn ons and pompons . Eve ry Sh ow Com
mit~ce. should make it ~l ear if they expect th ese three 
vari eties o f small Dahlias to be includ ed. This would 
also appl y to o rchid fl owered Dahlias and they should 
no t be elig ible unless specifically sta ted. 

To sum up: if th e word " miniature' ' is used to denote 
a class, it should be understood that this would mean 
miniature decoratives, miniatures peonies and miniature 
cactus. It would be well if this matter was cleared up 
before the fall shows, and I take it it up at this time 
with that hope in view. 
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EXHIBIT in 

THE WORLD'S FAIR 
The First International Dahlia Show 

CHICAGO, SEPTEMBER 16 - 22, 1933 

ORIGINATORS/ 
A chance to focus the yes of the World on your creations. Remember! 

there is no planting so impressive as the originator ' own. Two Acre on the 
World's Fair rou11ds have been set aside for an International Dahlia Ex
hibition planting. No other flower received a imilar privilege. Grower from 
all over the world will grow their Dahlia in friendly competition on thi plot. 
Enter both your old and new varieties in order to bring out more forcibly the 
idea in back of thi great Dahlia pageant-the "Dahlia ' C ntury of Progress." 

Unclis eminated edlings will be admitted for trial and go d performers 
will receive a First Class Certific;ite or a Certificate of Merit. A letter of 
invitation was ent out during the last part of March to all growers known to 
us. If you did not receive your invitation, write immediately as all arrange
ments mu t be finished by May 1st. 

Prepare.for the First International Dahlia Show 
DAHLIA LOVERS THE WORLD OVER/ 

A chance to di play your blooms before all the nation vi itin o- the \Vorlcl' · 
Fair. You will ask how? Two way arc open to you. encl your flowers at 
the time of exhibition or have them grown for you in a Chicao-o district. 
Member of the Central States Dahlia Society pledge them elves to grow your 
Dahlias free of charge and exhibit the bloom for you und r your name during 
the Show. vail yourself of the opportunity to be an exhibitor in the World' , 
Fair regardless of distance. To do o, you mu t become a member of the Cen
tral States Dahlia Society during the year of the Fair. :Member hip fee $1.00; 
commercial member $-1:.00. The Show will be held in the halls of the b anti ful 
Horticultural Exhibits Building September H>-22, 1!)33. 

FOR FURTHER ~\SSURANCE AND PARTICULAHS, WRITE TO 

REv. P. Osw.ALD, Chairman of the Exhibitioll ComJJLittce 
TECHNY, ILLINOIS 

Tl1e CENTRAL ST ATES DAHLIA SOCIETY, Inc. 
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Dahlia Forum-Continued 

An Amateur's Plea for the Dahlia 
Edit or's Notc-Jl 'c are ioithholdi11g the na 111 e of the 

,mtlwr of th e article beloi - not beca use t /1 e latter dis
clt1iJJL ..1' rcspo11 sibilit v-but beca use this is al 111 ost a con
tro1.•crsia l subject. ·rv c z •ant anyo 11 e 'l.(;/r o t a l~es exception 
to it t o feel frN to writ e so m eth in!J in rebuttal. T he 
111ore good 1wt 11 rcd arg 11111 cnl s we can genera te, the J/l ore 
i11t c11 se 7. 1.t ill be the in terest 1n the Dali! ia. A ddress an:;1 
co 111111 cnts on abo1. 1c to the editor. 

• 
I am wond ering if any others w h o read T he Fo rum 

have ever been i rnpressed to the ame extent as the 
writer with the verf eeding of Dahlias, and I fee1 so 
st rongly on the subject that I must say my say wh th er 
it meets w ith approva l or di sapprova l of some grower s 
who introduce these g iant bl ooms at th e leading shows 
each fall. 

J t is r ema::-kablc indeed what has been r,chi e,:ed in th e 
memory of m ost of us and pa rticularly during th e past 
fifteen year s, but d es it not seem a lmost a crim e against 
nature fo r a man, w ho hy ca reful ·selection of seed 
pa rents, bas been abl e w ith th e he lp of nature, to pro
du ce such unusual new mutati ons in th e D a hlia and by so 
do ing has earned o ur gr eat est admirati on fo r his pains
taking care and m eth odical effort , to turn ab out and 
mutil ate thi s pro du cti on. 'What is th e menta l a ttitude of 
this man, wh o having p ro duced such a wonderful fl ower, 
shou1cl st ra ig htway set about t o dest roy it ? I mean by 
t hat, overfeeding. Th e tempta ti on t o produce oversized 
blooms fa r gr eater than the plant would natura lly give 
seems to be inspired by the desire t o win prizes, and I am 
sorry to say, in some cases, to gd a g r eater rinancial 
return fo r hi s efforts : and w hen we stop to think w ith 
w hat dilige nt care m any of th ese Row er s a re produced it 
leave one a t a loss to know wheth er at heart he is a 
tru e lover of th e Dahlia or not. Th is does not only 
apply to th e originator but al so to some grower s whose 
des ire to win meda ls and pri ze money is so g reat that 
th ey continua lly experiment with n ew fo rms of plant 
food, ·which i.3 most harmful to th e pl ant suhs tance, t.o 
produce sup er size Dahlia blooms. 

F requ entl y at shows in an officia l capacity, we have 
seen Dahlias displayed that we kn ew were not normatly 
o r natura lly g rown and where we r ealized these Dahlias 
would not look their best on th e second clay of the Show, 
yet we were po werle ss to rule against these mon strositi es 
fo r the simple fact tha t judges a re compell ed, s ince the 
fl ow r is perfect w hen th ey judge it , t o take into con
siderati on the size and ped ecti on of bloom as it appears 
at the time of judging. 

'vV e ha Ye all had the disa ppo intment of orde ring r oots 
in the fall of so me huge new types displayed, to find that 
the fo llo wing sea son they come irregul ar, not fully 
double and th e wh ole plant system seemed to have been 
exhausted and th ere is no ruling that one can make on 
thi s subj ect. It is onl y a matter o f sentiment and right 
feeling among the orig inators and exhibitors themselves 
that can bring about a normal cultivation to produce 
perfect Rowers that will hold up through the show and 
be o f a normal size, such as a person buying triis root 
wou1d hav e a right to expect to g et in his own garden 
if g ro wn under proper cultural conditions. 

It is not necessary here to go into t he vari ous types 
of ni t r ates and fer t ili zer s high in nit rogen which ar e 
employed. vVe h eard last yea r a t th e Shows fo r t he fi rst 
time th e expression t hat severa l growers were r a ising· 
t heir Dahlias w ith "dynamite." It is our sincere hope 
that we will not hear thi s express ion again , that beautiful 
Dahli as w ill not be dest royed fo r sel fish ambit ions and 
t hat the true Jove 0£ th e Dahlia w ill lead our grower s, 
t hrough senti ment, if nothin g else, t o treat th ese new 
productions as i f they really were th eir own children and 
not just veget ables. 

• • • 
. They Like the Big Ones 

Thi s questi on is still bothe ring a lot of Dahli a fa ns. 
I t is frequ ently asked of me. I have quite a few oppor 
tunit ies to judge th e interest of buyers in t he hi g 
Dahlias . And it seem s to m e that practica lly a ll my 
custom ers want size. I get m or e qu estions about my 
big new Dahli a, which I have ad verti zed in th e BULLETI N 
than all other s put together. 

S ize seems to me, therefo re, to be the main issue in 
Dahli as. The bigger and be tter th e Dahli a th e m ore 
interest you find. 

] u t tak e a g lance into any of ou r shows. Do you 
see a big group of people very often standnig in front 
of a littl e bask et of th e small vari eties? O r do you 
hea r any one excla iming in fr ont of a vas of short 
stemmed "garden vari eties"? No, you can a lways te ll 
w here the new big successes a re sh own-wher e the large 
Rowe rc cl Dahli as a re by th e crowds-grouped a r ound 
rnarveling that th e big twe lve inch o r lar ge r bloom s ar e 
r eally r ea l. Th e g reat size a nd beauty of one Dahli a I 
could name does thi s very thing. I have watched ca re
full y to note th e recepti on of it and I am honestly con
v inced that its g reat beauty, its vivid coloring and above 
its immense size demonstrates w itho ut doubt the popul a r
ity of th e big D ahlias. 

Most people like the spectacula r. The Lig crowds go 
t o th e big sights eve rywhere. The g iants attract a tten
ti on aud th a t is w hat g rowers, new a nd old wa nt, so me
thing th ey can win with, whether it be pri zes, or de rs or 
a ttention. 

A lice Meussdorffcr, S an F ran cisco , Calif. 

• • • 
Some Have Lime on the 

Brain-While I Have Sulphur 
Some Dahlia folks, I not e by th e Forum, seem to haYc 

lime on th e bra in. If it keeps them "swee t" we shonlcl 
let them have lime, I suppose. B ut here's a tip, try it 
yourself. A ft er you have gotten your ground ready try 
thi s in a few holes prior to planting . 

Take one ounce o f ag ricultura l sulphur (I use Soro 
b rand) and two ounces of raw bone meal, mi xed th or 
oughly in the soil befor e planting your root or plant. 

Just try this and see the difference behveen those so 
treated and the other s which are not. I have clone thi s 
fo r many years and it has raised better D ahlias. 

Charles Garrit:;1, San L ealldro, Califomia. 



BULLETIN for Aprii, 1933 

We Are Prepared To Supply 

HIGHEST QUALITY PLANTS 
of 23 of the 28 1932 Honor Roll DahliaJ 

Amelia Earhart $7.50 La Fiesta 5.00 
Colonial Dame 5.00 Lady Moyra Ponsonby 5.00 
Cameo 5.00 Monmouth General 5.00 
Eagle Rock P.rince 5.00 Monmouth Pennant 3.75 
Florence Louise 6.00 Mt. Whitney Sunset 1.00 
Full Moon 5.00 Palo Alto 10.00 
Hillcrest Mandarin 5.00 Pastel Glow 5.00 
Hillcrest Royalist 5.00 Robert Emmet 5.00 
Jane Dew 5.00 Sanko 2.50 
Jerome Kern 7.50 Strongheart 5.00 
Jersey's Majestic 5.00 The Sun 5.00 

Kemp's White Wonder 7.50 

Also A I Plants of the Better 1933 Introductions 
and other favorites as follows 

DIXIE RAVENSCROFT (Seal 33) I. D. Massive, glowing flame, 
reverse bright gold ___.-::: $7.50 

EAGLE ROCK SUPERBA. High amaranth pink decorative 
GOLDEN HEART (Kemp 33) F. D. Very large pure golden yellow 
JERSEY'S DAINTY (Waite 33) C. Pure white, sometimes tinged 

7.50 
5.00 

lavender 5.00 
KAWEAH (I. D.) Giant fushia rose, bronze shadings 6.00 
MURPHY'S MASTERPIECE. I. D. High dark red or garnet - 5.00 
MADAME QUEEN (McWhiter-Seal 33) F. D. Biggest, blackest and 

most velvety imaginable; first prize at San Francisco show 5.00 
PURPLE WONDER (Kemp .33) I. D. Pansy purple, reverse rose

lavender 
ROBIN HOOD (F. & M. 33) I. D. Deep ox blood red 
SANHICAN SUNSHINE (F. & M. 33) S. C. Clear bright yellow 

5.00 
5.00 
3.75 

Highest Quality and Al means strong healthy potted plants, free from disease and insects, 
delivered to you in fine growing condition. WE GUARANTEE TO SATISFY YOU. 

FREE CATALOGUE 

Premier Dahlia Gardens 
GEO. ff. SWEZEY 

Hillside, New Jersey 
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The American 

DAHLIA SOCIETY, Inc. 
ORGANIZED MAY 10, 1915 

"The Society is fonn etl for the purpose of stimrtlating ititerest 
i11 a11d promoting tlte c11lt11 re and development of the Dahlia; to 
estab lish a standard no 111 c11clat11re; to test 011t new varieties aiid 
to g-ive them s:tch recog11itio11 as they deserve; to study the diseases 
of the Dahlia and find remedies for same, and to dissemi?iate in
formation relating to t his flower; to secure uniformity i11 award
ing pri::cs at fl ower shows, and to give exhibitions when deemed 
advisable." 

OFFICERS 

I'residc 11t, \V.\RHEN 'vV. 11AYTROTT, Vineland , Icw Jersey 
Secrcta r:v, C. Lours ALLING, 

251 Court Street, vV est Haven, Conn. 
Treasurer, :MRS. MABEL C. RATHGEBER, 

196 Norton Street, New Haven, Conn. 
Assistant Treasurer, } AMES DuTI-IIE 
Vicc-Presidwts-GEORGE L. STILLMAN, JoHN VrncENT, 
\ \i. ATLEE BURPEE, GEORGE FRASER, J. A. KEMP, GEORGE 
L. FARNliM, MRs. CH1\RLES STOUT, MRS. GEORGE Hor-
u No, 1IRs. FRE IDA FISHER, DERRILL W. HART. 
Hunorar}' Vice-Presidents-MRS. STEPHAN VAN HoESEN, 
IvIR. CHARLES REED, vV rLLL\M H. vV Arn. 

Exewtive Co 1111//ittee-vV. L. W. Darnell, J. vV. John
ston, Lynn B. Dudley, James Duthie, N. Harold Cottam, 
C: . Louis Alling, Thomas A. Leavitt. 
No mrmclat ure Co 111111itt ee-Dr. Marshall A. Howe 
Show Committee-Denill Vv. Hart 
Garden Club Section-George L. Farnum 
Pri.~·e Co 11111littee-Mrs. F rieda F ishe r 
Sc hed11le Co 111mittee~C. Louis Alling 
Judges Co111111ittee-J. vV. Johnston 
B udget and A uditing Com1nittee-Thomas A. Leavitt 
BULLETIN Co111111ittee-Ly1111 B. Dudley 
Trial Gro1111ds Co111mitlee-George W. Fraser 
No 111inati11g Co111111ittee-N. Harold Cottam 
foter11atio11al Relations Committee-George L. Farnum 

Editorial 

Kind comments about the improved BULLETIN con
tinue to arrive. Thank you sincerely, they mean a lot 
to us, but the best ones r eceived said: "I had not ex
pected to renew my membership, but the new BULLETIN 
is so fine I can't resign. Enclosed find check." Boy! 
that is thanks! 

The American Dahlia Society 

P lanting time-soon-anoth er Dahl ia season dawns
H ere's success, friends. 

* * * * 
Advertisers w ill ass ist the editors for schedule issue 

if they will send copy early, for July. 

* * * * 
Thanks, friends! Hundreds of our members responded 

promptly to our request that dues be sent in promptly. 
Evidently the improved BULLETIN has struck a note of 
loyalty as we ll as interest among our members. 

* * * * 
It was a fortunate circumstance which placed the 

patentee of the first Dahlia i.n the President's Cabinet. 
And l\fr. Harold L. Ickes was most kind to permit us to 
tell the story of his interest in Dahlias. Be sure to 
read it. 

* * * * 
The next issue of the BuLLETrN will be schedule num

ber. Many additional copies w ill be printed. The show, 
to be held at the Pennsylvania Hotel September 21st and 
22nd is expected to eclipse even last year's most success
ful show. 

* * * * 
If yo u did not show the last BULLETIN to your fr iends 

who grow Dahlia , won't you p1ease do so the very next 
time they come over to your house? We need new 
members-won' t you try to get a new subscripti on and 
remit same to our treasurer? 

* * * * 
Have you joined the every-member-get-a-member

club? Costs nothing. Ju st a portion of interest, a dash 
of enthusiasm, a generous helping of that why-don't-you
try-my-hobby-spirit? Mix well and place before all 
your fri ends. Then the A. D. S. will prosper. 

* * * * 
v\T e a rc glad to report that this soc iety voted, in 

executi ve session and general meeting March 21st, to 
co-operate with th e management of the vVorld's Fair 
lntern at ional Dahlia Show, to be held on Northerly 
Island, in the Exhibition Hall, September 16th to 2~~nd. 
1f you can send your new seedlings fo r trial ther e, we 
recommend that you do so. This is an ambitious project 
and all the support that Dahliadom can render w ill be 
most appreciated. Let's all help the Central States 
Dahlia Society to make this a big success. See the 
notices on other pages. 

* * * * 
11r. D. Paul Wickersham reports that he received a 

a result of hi s c!uarter page advertisement in the last 
issue of the BULLETIN :>O nam e suggestions for hi s new 
Dahlia seedling. 

This is just another indication that our r eaders arc 
responsive to the advertising appea ring in these columns. 
\Ve hope that all of our readers will take advantage of 
the many splendid offerings made in this issue of the 
BULLETIN. Dahlias today, like eve rything else, are in 
most cases at rock bottom prices. Even the new intro
ductions in many cases are sold for less than they haye 
ever been during the last ten years. 

Be sure to mention the BULLETIN when you are 
answering advertisers. 
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Coming Events-Show Dates 
VV c are listing below the dates of such shows as vve 

bave at hand as we go to press. It is most urgently 
requested that as far as possible conflicting dates be 
;i.voicled. It is for this purpose that we are publishing· 
this list at this time. It is also requested that you send 
in the elate of your show if it does not appear as we 
wish to publish a complete list in our July number. 

American Dahlia Society, Hotel Pennsylvania, Kew 
York, September 21st and 22nd. 

Central States Dahlia Society, World's Fair, Chicago, 
September 16th to 22nd. 

Dahlia Society of California, Municipal Auditorium, 
San 1'rancisco, August 25th and 26th. 

Dahlia Society of Indiana, Hotel Antlers, Indianapolis, 
September 23rd and 24th. 

Dahlia Society of New England, Horticultural Hall, 
Boston, l\fass., September J 6th and 17th. 

Dahlia Society of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, September 
9th and J Oth. 

E lberon Horticultural Society, Asbury Park, N. ]. , 
September 7th to 10th. 

Field Day, Storrs, Conn., Saturday, September 9th. 
Haledon Floral Society, Haledon, N. J., September 

17th and l 8th. 
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society Bryn Mawr Polo 

Grounds, September 20th and 30th. ' 
Rutledge Horticultural Society, Rutledge, Pa., Septem

hcr 9th and lOth. 
Seattle Dahlia Society, Seattle, Washington, Septem

ber 6th and 7th. 

• 
....___.....---

!-\ vcn· fine schedule is being prepared for the A. D. S. 
Show i;1 September. These will appear in the July 
issue. vVe hope to have a finer exhibit even than last 
year. 

• 
Registrations, April, 1933 

Dr. Ma rs hall A. Howe, Chairman of our N omen
clatnre Committee is now compiling a list of Dahlia 
names, together with date of introduction and other 
details. He is now in charge of our name list ancl 
registr.ations. I~ will save much time if inquiries arc 
sent direct to h1111 at the New York Botanical Garden 
Bronx Park, New York City. ' 

The following names have been proposed for reffis 
tration. Tf no objection is made within a reason~hte 
time they will be considered as registered. 

To register a name, simply send name proposed with 
fee of $1.00 for each variety, type, and predominating 
color. \Ve will advise you whether name is in use. Fee 
will be retu rnecl if name is not eligible for registration, 
or will apply on selection of a new name. 

l\IRS. FR.\NKLIN D. ROOSEVELT. H.ose pink formal 
decorative. Size 10 x 6. Permission has heen granted 
hy 1\lrs. Roosevelt. By Will Hookway, Creston, Ohio. 

PRIDE OF vVJSCONSIN. American Beauty Rose color, 
informal decorative. By Mrs. \IV. A. Delaporte, 1570 
vV. National Avenue, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

vVILLIAM J. RATHGEBER. Rose-scarlet with rose tints 
at end of petals. Informal decorative. By Albert 
Parella, 3380 Ely Avenue, Bronx, New York City. 
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• • The Editor of 
the A. D. S. Bulletin is 

GOING OUT 
of the 

u Commercial" 
Dahlia Business 

Not for<'ecl out, ex:u•tly-but Dnl11iu µ,·1·o"· iJaµ; 
is :a lliJ>nre thue job " · itll U)o:-111111 " ·e <·:an't 
dh·icle H into ,:;nrclen tiuae-connnerdal Dnhliu 
\Yo1·k-:111d ecliting. 

So dee1> into this i;i;loriou"' l1obhy luave " 'e 
sunk-tl111t '"e're io;nc·rifl(•ing the in(•(nue, eYen 
thouµ;h Nnuall, fro1u !iinlc..•s, {o be ol' aicl to 1l1e 
A. D. S . .in bnilclinJ:; a l1ett<'r llulletin-:111cl a 
lliµ;ger Society-with 1>0J·tfolio-hut 110 s:al:n·,· . 

"\."Ve' ll cut clo\\·n io;ize of g11rclen-st1eucl 111ore 

thne ·writinµ; :aucl " ·e trust it will lie :11>111·<'ei
atecl. In this hast uc1,·ertise11lent, then, we are 

CLOSING OUT MANY NEW 
PRlZE WINNERS 

Our uew ,·aric..•ty, 'l'JIE ~UN, is i:;oinµ; l°al'>t, 
111ants ou]y, $5.00-either fJ·oin tlw R11:owlnuo]1r 
G:n·clens or yours truly. 

Our loss is your _g;nin. Pric•e"' quotc1l a1·e 
low-nncl they wBl Jnave to mo''e-\\·iH he 
g·euerous " 'itll free :roots . 

• 

3 AMAZING OFFERS 
NO. 1 

1 Jl,oot HA'l'TIE SHEL'l'ON 
1. Hoot GUNGYWA.lUP 
1 Hoot OllfAH. l~HA YYA 1U 

A Grent Vaine nt $11.00 

NOW ONLY $7.45 

NO.;! 

lloot ALH'IC S'l'F.1.1,ICK 
Hoot SAElA 

l Hoot POIN!'ili;'I"l'A 
'Voulcl lie Lo"· Prit•t•cl nt $10.00 

NOW ONLY $6.45 

NO. :-t 
Hoot ADELAIDE JUeFALL 
Hoot .H<;,\ N 'l'ffl1UllEf<j 

Hoot NELLiliJ AlfS'flN 

" ' oulcl Ue :t Greut fluy nt $11.00 

NOW ONLY $5.95 
llL\ NY 0'1'11 JUt 'VONDl<;HF'l!L H l l \'S 

" 'HlTl'J FOH. FHEE I~lS'l' 

LYNN B. DUDLEY 
580 No. Columbus Ave. 

Mt. Vernon, N. Y. • 
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"THE HOME Of THE DAHLIA FOR OVER 40 YEARS" 

• 
MANNETTO HILL 

NURSERIES 
W h ere Da hli a fa ns h ave rece ived a square 

deal fo r mo r e t h a n a qua r ter of a century. 

We carry a ll th e standa r d cut tin g vari
eties, a t a ttr active prices . 

We have many of the n ew ones w hich 
w ill please your eye a nd purse. 

Bargain Collections a Specialty 

W rit e fo r our lis t fo r 1933. T r ade li st 
sent 0 1Lly t o co mm er cia l dealers. 

• 
RETAIL AND WHOLESALE 

WM. C. NOONAN, Proprietor 

HICKSVILLE LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 

RUSCHMOHR 
DAHLIA GARDENS 

Reports lt Goo<l D':inan.a Pm~ 

THE SUN 

JANE DEW 

the Nenr Se1n.i-Cnetuis 
Yello,v-Price, Plant!! 

'l'h e Ji'iue J, Dec. 
True Pink, Phuats 

ROO'l'S OF LAS'l' 'r"'\VO, E A CH $10.00 

Also Big Selection of other 
Certificate and Honor Roll Varieties 

IN ADDITION 

$5.00 

$5.00 

Plants of New Miniatures and Pompons 

''Sonny" "Mt. Whitney Sunset" 
"Coronne" "Sumeya" "Skippy" and others 

RUSCHMOHR DAHLIA GARDENS 
~ S. Kensington St., Rockville Center, N. ~ 

The American Dahlia Society 

The Trial Grounds 
BY GEORGE. FR,\SER, Chair1J1an Tria l Gro 1111ds Co 111111itl ce 

T he tim e is at hand fo r enthusiastic Dahli a growers to 
pick out hea lthy roots of their own orig inations and fo r
ward th em to the Trial Grounds at S torrs fo r tes ting. 
Prof. Patch requests that a ll roo ts be sent as ea rly as 
possible so tha t th ey can take advantage o f the full 
growing season and get th e most o ut of each vari ety 
subm itted. 

T he T ria l Gardens have become a very im portant link 
in th e deve lopment of the Dahlia. A ce rtifi cate of merit 
is awarded to all vari eties scoring 85 points or o \·cr. 
Th is certi fica te is the highes t stamp of a pproval that may 
be placed on any Dahlia. If it passes thi s test then th at 
Dahlia is immediately sought af ter by all commercial and 
mauy of the a mateur growers in A merica. I t imm e
diat ely increases the value of every vari ety so certi ficated. 

A ll entries at tli e Trial Gro un ds a re g iven an equa l 
u11 ifo r111 and expert ca re. T hey a re judged at intervals 
t hroughout the g rowing season by th e most competent 
men olitC1i nabk. T heir judgment may not be th e same 
as t hat of a ·close friend of yours who likes t he par 
ticular colo r of your new Dahlia, or a neighbor w ho is 
fasc inated th at you co ul d have brought out such a Dahli a 
of unusua l peta i fo rmati on, nor a re they likely to credit 
a ll th e points to your Dahli a that yo u yourse lf, in your 
c111husiasm, have g iven it. They match your Dahli a 
;:u:ra inst the other prize winners of the Dahlia world. 
T hey measure it. T hey test it. T hey g ive it full c redit 
fo r every outst anding advantage. But on the other hand , 
they subtract from its sco re, points which t heir expe
ri ence has taught w ill prevent thi s Dahlia fro m w inning 
in tough <:ompetiti on. 

Every Dahlia grown in the ga rden has a n equal chance 
to succeed. No plant is g iven more attention than 
another . No fo r ced fce cl1ng methods are attempted to 
make all the Dahli as or any Dahli a ther e cxtencl itself 
to get a higher mark than it cl eserYes . You a re sure of 
unbiased and im per sonal judg ing, 

Three roots of each va ri ety should be sent. T he 
system fo ll owed in the las t f cw years has been to allo\v 
one plant to grow naturally, t he second to he pa rtially 
pinched and cl ebranched, and the third to be pinched and 
t rimmed cl own to from three to fi ve shoots, which ar e 
in turn disbudded. T his procedure permits the judges 
to see three differ ent developments fr om the same variety 
and t hey are able to tell what th e plant will do under 
varying degrees of bush attention in the garden . By 
doing this it ca n be seen tha t D ahlia plants so treated 
have eve ry opportuni ty to prove to which method th ey 
are best adapted. 

The Tria l Garden is intended, of course, to separate 
the wheat fr om the cha ff. Th ere nm st be a set of stand
arcls to whi ch new ori ginations can confo rm. J ust baving 
faith in a new :fl ower does not m ean tha t it w ill w in in 
close competition in a show, a nd thi s testing at the Trial 
Grounds is the most ideal manner known by which the 
pubiic can be sure that their parti cul ar D ahlia has 
extrao rdina ry mer1t . It is untrue that only certifi cate 
of merit Dahlias can succeed. Dahlias which score 
between 80 and 85 many tim es becomes eagerly sought 
af ter and succeed in creating a rlemand fo r themselves. 
B ut on the other hand a D ahlia which can only score 70 
points on the sco ring system in use at the Trial Grounds 
should not be introduced at the same price as one which 
can meet all comer s when set befo r e the judges in a 
show. 

Any one of the fourteen class ifi cations of the Dahlia, 
or an entirely new classification if it is developed, stands 
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Buckeye Flame, I. D. Orange Scarlet, 10 to 12 in. Plants each 75c, roots $1.50 

W rit e fo r our free ca ta logue li st ing th e h st of th new an d o ld a nd con la iniu g 
t he fam ous TABLE OF R.A TINGS. Basctl on nin e year s of experi ence in growin g 
D a hli a In trod uct ions from a ll parts of t he Un ited tate , t hi s TABLE OF RATINGS 
s hows unerringly t he va ri e ti es b est adap ted to the imm en se inl and sec tio n · w ith 
the ir g r eat ext r eme of climate. 

P rices R ig ht-Specia l va lu e in free offe rin gs. Se rvice ancl Q ua lit y Guaran teed. 

WE GR.OW ONLY DAHLIAS 

GOLDEN RULE DAHLIA FARM 
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JEROME KE.RN 
and 

COLO~IAL DAME 

are two Dahlias 
you shoold not ovedook 

Listed in our unusual catalog are some fine 
cot:cctions . . . offering the greatest values 
in high quality stock. We will have plants 
of all the best new introductions: Amelia 
Earhart, Cameo, Kaweah, Lady Moyra Pon= 
sonby, La Fiesta, Wh~te Wonder, Purple 
Wonder, Golden Heart, Mary Baker, Saian, 
American Legion, Watchung Smoke, Jane 
Dew, Jersey's Majestic, Long Hill, Florence 
Lo:.iisc, Full Moon, Floyd Gibbons, Fannie 
Sandt, Sonny Masson and many others. 

VEILE and (\ .. 1E~Dl1Al\1 
'l'HE ULTIMATE IN DAHLTAS 

DOX lS:-.> 

EASTON PENNSYLVANIA 

ENJOY the l1eauty of the 
Dahlia in the home more extcn · ively. Grow 
a few of my new shape SI GLE Dahlia or 
the LITTLE DARLl G MINIATURES. In 
this way you can best appreciate t,heir 
b eauty, their charm in basket or small 
bouquet and superior keeping qualities in the 
home. To demonstrate this and introduce 
these ty pes of smaller flowering Dahlias l am 
offering the following: 

JCOJUE DECORA!I'JON COJ,J,J~CTIONS 
(l) G bullJs named New Sing;l i> 

(2 colors of 3 bulb!'l alike) $2.00 
(2) G bulbs nam e d New Sing! :; 

(3 co lors of 2 bul1J8 alike) 2.00 
(3) G bulbs named N w Little narling-

?11inia lures (2 co lot'8 or 3 bulbs alike) 2.00 
(4) 6 bulbs nam d New Littl Darling 

.l\linia.tures (a co lor8 or 2 bulbs alike) 2.00 
(:I) 9 bulbs nam e d va.rie1.ie8 (3 New 

Singles alike or assorted, 2 New 
Little Darling l\Tiniatures alike, 2 
Pompons a like, 2 Orchid Flower-
ing alike) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.00 

'l'h«-se collections .sent 1•0.st tuticl 
In ordering· please state colors des ired . 

I will conform as nearly as possible. 

This is NOT a cheap ba.r9ain but a low priced 
0Heril1g of bulbs listed in my cata!og11e a11d 
baclwd by over 40 3•ears of Dahlia groie1ing 
ref'nta ti on. 

George L. Stillman, Dahlia Specialist 
nox DD 33, "'\VESTER.LY, RHODE ISLAND 

The American Dahlia Society 

an eqlla1 c11ance of securing a certificate. The pompons, 
mignons, charms and the single Dahlias arc judged just 
as painstakingly as the large exhibition types. 

I\ddrcss you r roots a nc\ any com11111nicatio ns relative 
to tbe Trial Grounds to Prof. Roland H. Patch, Agri
cultura l College, Storrs, 'onn. The fee for trial i 
$~l.OO for each variety, and thr ee roots or plants of each 
variety should he sent for the $3.00 fee. 

• 
Spring Meeting of the American Dahlia 

Society 
BY Loms ALLTNG, Sccretar_v 

The mce:ting of the Society held al Hotel Commodore 
l\ f arch 21st was not attended by as la rge a gro up as many 
other s heretofore but it was one of the best meeting 
from the standpoint of cl program that has been heh!. 
After the report of the secretary, President M aytrott 
called up on Dr. Marshall A Howe to tell ab ut the new 
name list of Dahlias being prepared by the Nomenclatur e 
Committee. 

Dr. Howe sa id that over live thousand names had 
already been compiled and that they were till waiting 
for return from 1\ustralia and so me countri es in E urope. 
ll e s tated that he could not say when the li st wonlcl be 
ready for publication hut he hoped it would be soon. 
This list whe11 published will be a complete li st of all 
catalog ued names, registered names and certilicate of 
merit names. It will probably be published in booklet 
form and be a\·ailable to anyone at a nominal cost. 

The use of it by Dahlia growers will prevent the 
duplication of names, which has been in some in tances 
rather annoying. A name w hich has already been used 
houlcl not be repeated by a new introdu ction and it is 

felt by the Nomenclature Commitl that thi li st being 
th e lirst following the publicatio n of Prof. J. B. S. 
Norton's list will be of g reat as istance in the choo ing 
of Dahlia narn ec:: . 

President l\Taytrott th n called upon Derrill vV. Hart, 
Chairman of th e Show ommittee, to outline plans for 
the show to he held at the Pennsylvania Sept mber 21st 
and 22nd. r~1 e said plans were not entirely formulated 
yet but the committee was working on them. He gave 
a ])ricf resume of the last show and mentioned th fine 
coiiperation of the assisting committees and particularly 
referred to the Garden Club exhibits. 

Lynn B. Dudley was asked by Presiclent Maytrott to 
outline plans for the BULLETIN. Il e reported fine co
operation by practically all of those asked to contribute. 
The many commendations on the improvement in the 
!J uLLETIN were m ost appreciated. In spite of our presi
dent's comment that the publication might have set a 
standard which would be difficult t o maintain, he said 
that if every one wonld continue to giye assistance when 
called upon, the editors believed that the BULLETIN \vould 
continue to improve. 

George Fraser followed with a request that gniwcrs 
send their new Yari eties lo Storrs this year and stated 
that Prof. Patch was making preparations to take the 
usual care in the growin°· of tl1e Dahlias, and said that 
there was absolutely no favoritism shown in judging, 
tint every Dahlia got an equal chance to win a certificate. 

Max Schling who is one of the pioneer Dahlia growers 
of this country gave a plea for the smaller Dahlias. He 
has been growing Dahlias since 1901. He stated that in 
Europe Dahlias have a general use, that they are used 
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not only for decorations in the home but that they have 
considerable usage as corsage and buttonhole bouquets, 
that there seemed to be a more universal use of the 
lJahlia there. Even bridal bouquets have been used by 
Mr. Schling to show the varied uses of Dahlias. He said 
at one time he made a large picture out of Dahlias for 
the ew York Show showing a bouquet in a frame just 
as if it w:l a painting and it caused considerable interest. 
He had grown lllany types of Dahlias but when he grew 
thi:m in quantity he was more interested in Dahlias that 
you did not have to look up to but pref erred those 
Dahlias which had a small mass of bloom. 

.L~ or the kind of Dahlias he grew he never did worry 
about the strength of the stake that was used to prop 
them up. Since the clay when Dahlias came into the five 
and ten dollar cla s. instead of making a flower which a 
man could go into a flower store and pick out for a 
buttonhole decoration, it seemed that the majority of 
growers had to have one ten inches across that could not 
properly be displayed in any surroundings except a 
mammoth show window or a convention hall. It is his 
opinion that the masses want a Dahlia that is adaptable 
to all conditions and all uses, one that is fool-proof, one 
which will, with the help of God's sun and proper care, 
grow anywhere. 

He stated that in Europe he saw a small single grow
ing and he introduced this to America as the Dah11a 
"1lignon." Since then we have had the "Charm" and 
"Orchid" types and many other dainty and attractive 
flowers of the smaller types. He said he would not 
give one of these smaller types of Dahlias for all of 
your big exhibition varieties. T-1 e said, "l recommend 
to the Am(;! rican Dahlia Society that they proceed to 
lcvelop the Dahlia and hybridize it and get something 

that the fl orist o r the housekeeper can use. In this event 
you will see more and more interest in the Dahlia and a 
g reater love for it as a flower. lf you do this it will 
make the floral world a better one to live in." 

Dr. Charles H. Connors, Ornamental Horticulturist of 
tl'e ~ew Jersey Experiment Station at New Brunswick, 
next gave a study of the soil and its relation to growing 
plants. fl e told of the physical and chemical properties 
of the soil. He described the value of soil types in 
Dahlia culture, mentioning sand, clay, loam and what 
could be clone with each to improve its texture. 

He covered with considerable detail the various kinds 
of soil found in different localities. He stated that the 
o rganic matter in the soil was most important soil ele
ment to Dahlia growers and that in three fourths of the 
Dahlia gardens today there was insufficient organic 
matter. 

ITc tl1en took up the action of moisture in soil and 
stated that the capillary attraction of moisture in the soil 
wai; the basis of continuing moisture at the roots of 
µ!ants and that this action was responsible for retaining 
the moisture at th ., roots of the soil and was even more 
important than surface water. 

At President I\faytrott's suggestion Mr. Hart pre
sented the details of the International Chicago Exhibition 
Scplcrnber 16th to 22nd. A committee was appointed by 
the president consisting of Derrill vV. Hart, Lynn B. 
l>ucllcy and Warren vV. I\1aytrott, this committee being 
suggested by Mr. George Farnum. Mr. Berlet's letter 
with the description of the plans for the exhibit in Horti
cultural Hall on Northerly Island was discusesd. It was 
the concensus of the meeting that all cooperation pos
sible should be given to the Central States Dahlia 
Society in their plans for this show. 

The meeting was adjourned. 

Introductory Bargains 
OF HIGHEST QUALITY PLANTS 

One plant each of 
AMERlCAN LEGl N, KAWEAH, SATAN 

for $1:">.00 

One plant each of 
EAGLE ROCK FANTASY, GIRL OF HILL

CREST, J~DlANA MOO I .\ ND TANG 
for $7.:lO 

Cnc plant each of the Fi11cst M i11iat1tres 
11 T. WHITNEY SUNSET, AGALJA, 
LJTTLE JEWEL AND PlN K PEAH.L 

for $1.75 

OUR RETAIL CATALOGUE 
describi11g /h e abm.•e tl11d 111011y oili er fi11e 

<'Glicties s1'11i FR!ifl ON REQUEST 

PREMIER DAHLIA GARDENS 

HILLSIDE, N. ]. 

f!f/ c guara1tlcc to 

sa.t isf:i1 you 

ORDER NOW BEFORE IT IS TOO LA TE 
'l'h Dahlia plants for thn.t bare spot in th 

garden. Dahlias g-ive you a thrill wh n the 
autumn leaves begin to appea.r, and your 
neighbors ar talking- about the -flower slw·ws. 
Try J-\:.llthleen N ori·is :end Edu a Ferl1er n ncl 
some o( th other cxhibi1 ion '"inner:; from 

5ANtlICAN GARDENS 

'l'HY 

SANHICAN'S CAJHEO J(ATJILEEN N01tnrs 
EDNA lf'EllHElt 

'l'llY 

1 11lnnt ot' e11('h for $11.00 
AJJ Holl of Honor 011hlinl-i 

S.A'l'AN Fl"LT, )100V 
EAGLE HOCH: FAN'l'ASY 

1 11lnnt of c:u·lt $10.().() 
All winners on tlac cxltihHion tn11l«:-

We grow the larg-eRt stoek o( miniature 
Dnhlia:-; in the Ea:-;t. Also th newe:-;t intro
ductions Of 1JOl11S. 

CATALOG ON REQUES'.r 

FISHER.. f( MASSON 
Ilox A 

Sanhican Gardens Trenton, New Jersey 
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ALLIN G'S 
YOUR SELECTION 

ANY 5 FOR $1.00; 12 FOR $2.00 
Avalon, DiJtntorc, Bonllie Brae, Dn1let Girl, 
Ch:ll'•n, Dtulcly Dutler, E. vnucle1·Veer, E. cle 
J_,yo11, F. J\I. Durclick, Gov. Trun1bull, Jersey's 
neacon, .Je1·sey•s Beauty, lHrs. Cnrl Salbaclt, 
1U1·s. E. Suencer, Jllrs. I. tle ver Wnrner, RnJ111t 
JI, Bh•clg·ett. 

ANY 3 FOR $2.ll5; 6 for $5.00 
ArtJ1nr "'\V. Grey, Datso, Dorls FeJlo·ws, Grace 
Cnrliu~., Fran O. Bracht, .Jersey's Glory, Jllolly 
She11ard, 'rho11u1s Etlisou, Seal's Culiforniau. 

ANY 5 FOR $2.00; G FOR $3.50 
Fort JU 011utouth, Idn Perkins, .Jane Cowl, 
Jll'iu 11 ie Easnnnn, Ji:ini;:; llliclus, .J. D. Torbert, 
lllct:l Sc:1mme1l, Stiottsu·CJocl Denuty. 

GHEEN PLAN'!' SPEClAL 1 EACH FOR $;).00 
Co1nmoilol·e, Gl·ace Cln-lhlg, ll.otul'y, ]\Jolly 
Shc11:1rcl. Onaar lihnyy:uu; for $1.50 n1ore ,ve 
" 'ill :ulcl a 11l:u1t of our 11ew Sanko. 

() DAJN'l'Y POJ\1PONS FOil $1.00 
Antlter Quc<'n, Ett:t, Joe Fette, ,Jess ien, Pricle, 
Yellow <<em. 

SE~D li'OR FREE CA'l'ALOGUE 

C. LOUIS ALLING 
251 B. Court Street West, Haven, Conn. 

r---DAHLIAS 
IIW<JUOIS DAHLIA GARDENS 

offers roots of the following 

(;olden Beauty .... $2.00 
Fort Washington . . . .75 
Graf Zeppelin ...... 2.00 
Josephine G. . ..... l.65 
J(athlcen Norris ... 2.35 
King Midas ....... l.G5 
Maclrone . . . . . . . . . . .75 
Mrs. I. D. vcr Warner .35 

varieties at special prices: 

Mr. A. ll. Seal .... $2.50 
Mrs. George Skene .. l.1 n 
My Maryland . . . . . 1.75 
\'alentino ......... 1.25 
Monmouth Champion 2.25 
Dr. Carman ....... 1.75 
Yankee King . . . . . . .50 
Aristocrat . . . . . . . . . 3.50 

Other leading varieties. Write for catalog and special 
prices. Order direct from this advertisement. 

J"OHN 'l.'OTH 
P. O. Dox 12 Fnlrfteld, Connectieut 

SPECIAL FOR A. D. S. MEMBERS 
Ida P rl<ins, 50c; K. Violet Wonder, 60c; Mrs. 
A . B. Seal, 60c; Regal, 50c; Star Light, 50c. 
Catalogue price, $3.50. Special, A. D. S. $2.50 
for the 5 bulbs. Catalogue upon request. 
Satisfaction c\·uaran teed. 

THE SEVEN ACRES Stoneham, Mass. 

DAHLIAS FROM THE SOUTH 
Grown uncler irrlgutlon seenl to n1nke g·oo1l 

in nll sectlonJoJ. Write tor offerings. 

KNOLLWOOD GARDENS 
'Vinston-Snlem, N. C. 

The American Dahlia Society 

The News of Affiliated Societies 
• 

Dahlia Society of California 

The annual meeting of the society took place on J am1-
ary 16th. Mr. Curtis Redfern was elected to the office 
of president for the fifth time. Mr. H. von Issendorf, 
first vice-president; Mrs. H. C. Haake, second vice
president; Mr. Glenn T. Mack, secretary and Mr. Carl 
Ludemann, treasurer. The eighteenth annual show will 
be held in the Municipal Auditorium on Friday and 
Saturday, August 25th and 26th. This society in the past 
five or six years developed into one of the finest ex
hibitions by amateurs in the eritire west and it is fe lt 
certain that the coming show will be another step in this 
direction. 

• 
San Leandro, Calif. 

The annual meeting of the Dahlia Society of San 
Leandro was held on Thursday evening, March 2nd. 
Officers were elected as follows : President, James 
Groves; Vice-President, Charles Garrity; Secretary, W. 
A. Richmond, who succeeds Mr. Garrity in this position. 

• 
Southern California 

T hi s society which is very much alive and has held 
fine shows for many years have elected the following 
officers to serve in J 9B3: 

President, Albert H. Brown; First Vice-President, H. 
F. Lasiter; Second Vice-President, Carl Salbach; Third 
Vice-President, Mr. \tValker; Secretary-Treasurer, 
Gladys L. Vernon; BULLETIN Editor, Frank Mulkey; 
Board of Directors, Ross Gast, Mrs. M. G. McDonald, 
Lovell Swisher, Jr., A. J. \tV. Pieters and Frank C. 
:rvicNabb. 

• 
San Francisco, Calif. 

The annual meeting of the Dahlia Society of San 
Francisco was held February 9th for the election of 
officers for 1933. The following were elected: Presi
dent, Floyd Logan; Vice-President, Frank Pclicano; 
Secretary, Mrs. Lymbury; Financial Secretary, Alec 
Low; Directors, Charles Garrity, George Nieburger, 
Ernest Westilus. Plans were formulated for a very 
active season. Picnics were planned and every member 
present was fu ll of enthusiasm. 

• 
J-Vashington Society of Tacoma 

At the January meeting of the vVa hington Dahlia 
Society of Tacoma the fo ll owing officers were elected: 
President, Mr. H. C. Cogswell; First Vice-President, 
Mr. Francis Glanfie ld ; Second Vice-President, l\. lr s. 
Augusta l icodet; Secretary, Mrs. H. C. Cogswell; 
Treasurer, Mrs. J. \tV. Lee; Executive Committee, Miss 
Caroline Svenson, Mr. C. H. Gordon, Mrs. Raymond 
Turner. 

A communication from the Central States Dahlia 
Society about the World's Fair Dahlia gardens ancl 
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show, to be in Chicago, was read and d iscussed with 
much interest. A committee of Mrs . J. W. Lee, Mr s. 
A ugusta Nicodet and Mrs. H. C. Cogswell, wer e ap
pointed to act on this matter and we ar e anx iously await
ing news fro m the mid-west. 

P lans.wer e made to confe r with our P ark Board about 
11 aving a large bed of Dahli as, prope rly labeled, in our 
largest pa rk; the roots t o be donated by m embers of 
our society. vVe fee l it will be a good adverti sement 
of our fl ower. 

Mr . '0l. F. Ser tz gave an inter esting report of the 
Seattl e society 's J anuary meeting and the election of 
t heir new officers. 

\Ne look fo r ward to a fin e year, fo r D ahlias will bloom 
and parade their beauty, kn o wing nothing of depression 
or politics. 

Mrs. H. C. Cogswell, Scc retar::,1. 

• 
Haledon, N. J. 

T he fo ll owing o ffi ce rs have been elected to car ry on 
the WiJ rk of th is urganizati on fo r J 930. President, 
J>o licr t Speisse r ; V ice-President , Charl es A . Taubert ; 
T rc;1.surer , l\!f rs. Bertha vVa tson ; F in ancia l Secretary, 
H enry H uebner ; Reco rding and Co rr esponding Secr e
t ary, J am es A. l\falone. Th e annual show will be held 
Saturday an d Sunday, Septemuer 17th and J 8th , at St. 
l\ f ary·s P. E. Church Pa ri sh H ouse, Belmont Avenue, 
J lalcdon, N. J. 

• 
Indiana 

At a mee ting of the executive committee of Th e D ahlia 
Society of Indiana, a t the I-Tote! \Vashington, in Indian
a1iolis, in February, iilans wer e outlined to lend coopera
t ion to the \tV orld 0 s F air Inte rnati ona l D ahli a Exhibition, 
to he held in Chicago, Se \·en clays lleginning September 
] 6, 1933. 

Various committees were a ugmented to f unction with 
committees in charge at Chicago. As the time is the 
same as was planned to hold th e S tate show of the 
Indi a na Society, it was necessary to change th e date of 
the Indiana show from September 16th and 17th to the 
:~:3rd and 2~ th . 

J t is the plan of the Indiana Society to place an exhibit 
in the Intern a ti onal Show as a Society and individual 
mernhcrs will a lso exhibit. 

Charles 'vVhite, of Indiana polis, was chosen as assist
ant t o F . T. l\IcCurdy, of Kokomo, as genera l chairman. 
The Hotel A ntl er s in Indianapoli s has been chosen as 
the place in which to hold the show. 

T he last meeting o f the society was held in the H otel 
Antl er s, Sunday, l\Ta rch 26th, and was in the fo rm of a 
sy rnposinm on th e D ahlia. Ralph C. Schwartz, Secr e
tary, demonstrated propagation by cuttings and illustrated 
with g reen pl ants. A general discussion foll owed by 
Yari ous commercial g rowers who are m embers o f th e 
society. Dr. A. E . \Vhite presided. 

llf rs. C. Jlug li el, D irector of Publicity. 

\V .~N'l'li: U! To h en. r fr om g row e r s who h a v e hi g-h
g nt<l e pompon D a hlia ro ots, t o h elp make up m y own 
p e r sonal di s pl ay of nump on bloom s a t th e World's 
F a ir lnte rn a ti cn rnl D a hli a Exhibiti o n. Will p ay f or 
ext r a fin e roots . A ddres s 

R. E. DERLET 
:-tO(i:> J,h1N1l11 AY~nue, Chicago, Illh1ois 

Fraser's Tested Dahlias 

for 

1933 
RUBY TAIT 

It i s a pleasure t o presen t t hi s beau t if ul 
In fo rma l Decorati ve Dahli a. Th e a rti stic 
f o rma ti on a nd won derful col o r g ive a m ost 
c h a rmi ng- e ff ect t o t h e fl ower. '.rh e col or is 
C i tro n Yellow w ith pen c ilings of pink a n d 
l avender ; fl ower s a r e l a r ge a nd are car r i ed on 
t o p of s ti ff stems; c lean h ealth y grower. 

Roots $10.00 Plants $5.00 

FAIR HARBOR 
Thi s m agnificent In f or m a l Decor ative 

p r oved its wo r t J1 last season. Imm en se fl o w e 1·s 
of a b eau t i f ul L i se r a n p ur p l e (Lavend e r pink) 
carr ied .on goo d s t ems; free fl owerin g. A 
b ea u ty 

Hoots $7.50 Plants $3.7:.i 

Fraser's Dahlia Gardens 
GEORGE vv. FRASER 

v\TILLI MANTJC CONNECTICUT 

ARE ·yon intl'1·estetl in the latcio;t Hono1· Roll 

Dnhlini-;! WOULD you like a t•o11y of Derrill 
l-I111·t•s Honor JloJl Article as it n1ll1e11retl in 
the Deccm ber issue of tile Auterican I-I onH~ 

maguzine? If so ·write fo1· our 1933 c·ataloi.;-. 
It contnins not only n1ost of the Inst I-Io11or 
Roll Dnhlins bnt Usts of ot11er recent lntro
tl11ctio11s 1nttl t1te 111o~t relinble o:t: the olcler 
vnri.eties. 

HAMIL TON'S DAHLIA GARDENS 
" Ne,vest and Dest tin Dnlilias"' 

HOLLY ilJICHIGAN 

If you want the finest 

DAHLIAS 
Send for our catalogue 

SOMERHOUSEN DAHLIA GARDENS 
Chestnut Hill Philndel1)hJn, Penn. 

I:Hgh C'lnss stock, gun1·anteed true to nnn1e, 
a1ul sntisf:1ctory. No stunts. Dhrlsions front 
su<'h ''nrietles :is Chnn1Jloeg, E. R. Fantnsy, 
l\lor.rtnv, Iin11erinl Pink, Trin1bee, 1\lnry Ellen, 
Sh:thrnzncl, Buckeye Brhle, Norris and ni.auy 
others nt very reasonable prices. List. 

DR.. E. S. LANDESS 
FA YET'l'EVILLE TENNESSEE 
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News of the Affiliated Societies-Continued 

Hagerstown, Md. 

This is the New M~dal Offered to Affiliated Societies 

The Hagerstown Dahlia Society, of Hagerstown, 
~I aryland, have elected the following officers for Hl33: 

Pres ident, H. C. Kuhn. 
\'ice-Pres1cle11t, Mrs. Hlanchc Downey. 
As istant Secretary, l\'lrs. 1\Iabcl B. l\f entzer. 
Treasurer, H. C. Grove. 
Secretary, H. K. Ramsburg, :Ji' vVaysicle Avenue. 
The 1:-1 agerstown Dahlia Society r eports the year oE 

rn:l~~ to he a very profitable one, having increased its 
rncmhc rship one hunclrecl and twelve per cent, with its 
li11:1m:cs t'qually as well. ]ts executive committee has 
al ready beg-a n revising its catalog and rules and reg ula
tions, making ready for its September show. \iVith the 
interc-st alreacl.r sho1\·n it promises to be a show worth 
while. 

• 
Ohio 

The Dal lia Society of Ohio meets at th e Hotel Statler, 
Cle\'cland, the second Fri clay each m o nth, at 8 :00 P. M. 

v\·e arc having v 'ry interesting programs. Our show 
committee arc making- 1~ la11s for our fall show. Our 
meetings are very well attended. 

Mrs. Wal/on J. H osarll, P11bliciiJ• ClwirJ11c111. 

The attention of our affiliated societies is called to the 
new 111edal. 'vVe are discontinuing the o ld style round 
medal, and in its place arc giving each of our affiliated 
societies o ne of tl:e handsome new bronze design s. Please 
note, in arranging your schedule, that we will give but 
o ne medal. This is much more attractive, and far more 
valuable than the old design and we feel sure that any 
member of our affiliated societies winning one will be 
very proud of it. 

N atinuul l\ssnriattnu of 
Qiamm~rrtal ia:qlta ~rniutrs 
This Association is an incorporated organization and is 

composed of reputable and financially responsible Dahlia 
growers and dealers. The emblem of the Association is 
repres ented in the upper corners of this advertisement. 

This cmhlem in the advertisement of a Dahlia grower, s ignifi es his membership in the National 
ARxocia.tion of Commercial Dahlia Growers. It stands for Integrity-Reliability-and a Square Deal. 

It is your g·uarantee that the grower with whom you are doing business will give you a square 
d eal iu every particular. You need have no hesitancy in dealing with any memb er of the National 
Association of Commercial Dahlia Growers. The following commercial Dahlia growers are members: 

W. A. Angell, Providence, R. I. Frftse r's DR.hlia Gardens, Willimantic, Conn. 
C. W. Ballay, Palo Alto, Cal. Major .Tam es B. Eastman, Laurel, Md. 
H. R. Chapman, Allendale, N. J. Peacock Dahlia Farm, Dn.hlialand, N. J. 
~l'humas L eavitt, Assinippi, :Mass. It. Vincent, Jr. & Sons Co., White Marsh, Md. 
G orge L. Stillman, Westerly, R. I. Newbriclge Dahlia Gardens, Bellmore, L. I., N. Y. 
J. A. Kemp, Little Silver, N. J. Dr. S. S. Shattuck, 162 Elm St., Everett, Mass. 
N. H. Cottam, Wapping·e r's Falls, N. Y. W. W. Kennedy & Sons, Red Bank, N. J. 
lG. W. Darling, Fairhaven, Mass. Aaam Felsinger, R. :F'. D. 1, Lancaster, Pa. 
C. L. Alling, West Haven, Conn. Brazil Dn.hlia Farm, Indianapolis, Ind. 
F. E. Dixon, Scotch Plains, N. J. Scarboro Gardens Co., Ltd., Scarboro, Ontario. 
Jacob Schulz Co., Louisville, Ky. 0. P. Roach, 113 Empire St., E. Lynn, Mass. 
Jessie L. Seal, San Francisco, Cal. Mannetto Hill Nurseries, Hicksville, L. I., N. Y. 
Gerken Brothers., Lancaster, Ohio. Kit Gardens, 3 Irvington St., Springfield, Mass. 
Harley 'I'.. Peck, Lebanon, Ohio. W. Atlee Burpee Co., Philadelphia, Pa. 
Dahliaclel Nurseries, Vineland, N. J. Miss Alice l\1eusRdorfl'er, San Francisco, Cal. 
H. R. Delahoyde, Keokuk, Iowa. E. M. Bissell, 12 .Well's Place, E. Lynn, Mass. 
R. L. Crigler, Covington, Ky. Somerhousen Dahlia Gardens, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Premier Dahlia Gardens, Hillside, N. J. Baumann's Dahlia Gardens, Birmingham, Mich. 
Carl Salbach, Berkeley, Cal. Veile & Mendham, Box 185, Easton, Pa. 
vV. E. Trostle, San Gabriel, Cal. W. L. W. Darnell, East Mori ch es, L. I., N. Y. 
Jay F. Wills, Fort Worth, Texas. Milton F, Untermeyer, Jr., 900 Ocean Ave., Elberon, N. J. 
W. W. Wilmore, Denver, Colorado. Knollwood Gardens, C. L. Glenn, Winston-Salem, N. C. 
Calvin S. Wheeler, Webster, Mass. Mad River Gardens, D. Paul Wickersham, Urbana, Ohio. 
Frank H. Poschinger, Louisville, Ky. Hillside Farm, Walter Bissell, Austinburg, Ohio. 
Strasen Floral Gardens, Austinburg, Ohio. Ruschmohr Dahlia Growers, Rockville Center, L.I.,N.Y. 
Dr. H. H. Smith, Rocky River, Ohio. Keystone Dahlia Gardens, Hickville, L. I., N. Y. 
Success Dahlia Gardens, Lawrence, Mass. Locust Valley Dahlia ]'arm, Cold Springs Harbor, N. Y. 
Chautauqua Dahlia Fields, Mayville, N. Y. H. Jay Welcher, Newarl<:, N. Y. 

Any reputable and reliable commercial Dahlia grower is eligible to membership in this Associa
tion. Full particulars may be obtained by addressing the secretary, Thomas Leavitt, Assinippi, 
Massachusetts. 
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Dahlia Score Guessing Contest 
~ f any g uesses have been received g iving estimated 

scores of the four Dahlias shown on page fifteen of the 
January B liLLETIN. 

\Ve offered a free root of 'Pastel Glow" to tl1e first 
A. D. S. member send ing the corr ect guess of the scores 
given them at the Trial Grou nd s. Kot a s ingle correct 
one was received, however. But because the interest in 
this subject was so great we give you the key to their 
scores. From right to lcf t they <1.re general var ieties 
No. 12, No. 20, No. 17, No. ::rn. 

The interest aroused in these Dahlias, as ev idenced by 
the many letters received, makes it probable that in some 
future issue we will repeat this idea, giving you some 
additional photographs of flowers for you to score. 

Obituaries 
CH:\RLES L. MASTICK 

l\lr. Charles L. .i\Iastick of Portland, Oregon, passed 
away at his home on Denver Avenue on March 5th. }le 
was for many years a wholesale leather merchant in this 
city. His recreation was hybri<l izi no· Dahlias and 
growing s~ccl lings, and after his retirement, on account 
of ill health, he spent most of hi spare time at this 
work. His name was well known among Dahlia growers 
from coast to coast and many of hi s creations are now 
grown in our gard ens, Marmion perhaps being the best 
known. 

J\fr. Mastick was 7;) years old and leaves a wi£e, four 
daughters and eleven grandchildren. He was most 
honorable, generous, and well loved by all who knew 
him. \Ve extend our sympathy to his family. 

\,Y. ALBERT l\l.\NDA 

\\T. A lbert l\landa was a most outstanding l1gurc in the 
florists' industry. 1--lc was killed hy a fall from a train 
on l-larch rnth, whil e returning from New York where 
he was assistin°· in arranging an exhibit at the Inter
national Flower Show. l\Jr. Manda was a familiar figure 
at our early ex hibiti ons, gi\' ing us advice and hacking 
when it was badly needed. He was the owner of a large 
floral establishment in South Orange, ' . J. He was 
born near Prague, Bohemia, in 1862. 

We Acknowledge Catalogues 
We are pleas cl to lwre in m ention such eatalogues 

an cl pric lists as have h n rel"eivecl sinee those list. cl 
in th e Jnnuary Bu ll etin. Vile regTet. that ·we e;an not 
give a bit more l 11 gth y cl scription, but }-;pac will not 
perm i l. It is part.ieuiarly pleasing to note tlrn.t in 
nearly eve r y list an in vi ta ti on to join the A. D. S. is 
in c luded. "Many tlrn.nlrn, friend::;." 

AINSLEY, GORDON, Campbell, California. Large 
folder with Dahlias and other flowers in colors . 

ALl\IY, F. vV. C., Box D, Tiverton Four Corners, Tl. I. 
A very fine list. 

ALLIN<~'S OAHLTAS, C'. Louis Alling-, 251 Court St.., 
West Hav n, Conn. Twenty 1 age book with illustrations. 

BA.DETTY BROTHERS, -iO Pro::;p c.:t. St., Huntington, 
N. Y. Fine folder in four colors. 

RABYLON DAHLIA <iARDENS (Patrician Dahlias), 
Babylon, L. I., N. Y. Sixteen-page wholesale li st. 

BOLSA DAHLIA C:ARDENS, ll17 Oakdale Ave., l\Till 
Vallev Calif. Eight pag·e hooldet with illustrations. 

BESSIE BOSTON DAHLIA FARl\I, San l\1ateo, Calif. 
Sixteen pages mentioning only their own originations. 

BALLEGO & SONS, Leiden, Holland. Folder with 
several co lor illustrations. 

BURCH DAHLIA GARDEN, 4031 Oakwood Av-e., 
Inglewood, California, Folder. 

GOV. WHI'T'E 
Ne"· WJ1itc F. D. S<'Ol"<'C°I S2 at Stm.TN U):J:.! 

.A h ealthy gTower and g-oo ~ root maker. 
J~xc e ll ent keepe r when c.:ut. Having a good 
sun1ily of strong-, fi e ld g-ro\\"ll r·ools, we ar e 
off ring· rools n .. t n. (lepress ion pri ct» 

Root:-; $:.!.00 net P::int:-; $1.00 tH•t 

A FEW OF' OUR SPECIAL PLANT PH1TE8 
Eagle Roc k Fantasy $I .:ii) 

Prince of Persia, W .. \. Ccrkcn, each $ 1.2:i 

1\ sbu1·y l'ark 
11agdatl 
Champncg 

At $1.00 per plant 

J ean Keefer 
J ea n Trin; hcc 
<lrind a 

l'cnn Charter 
Sharazad 
Tl1e Cummod1irc 

At 75 e nt.s p e r J)l:llll 
1\mcrican Triumph 
. \urora 

Crace Curling 
Jim .\lno1·e 
June .I ustice 
Kath. Cole 

:1Jahc l S. Douglas 
Milcl 1etl 1: . ll nove1· 
Ori e ntal l\ .. aut.1 
vVatchu11g \\'onil c r 

l)orothy Stone 
Frazier 

Plant ancl Ruot Lists s •n t on r e11ue:; l 

State Inspe t cl 

THE LASCH FLORAL GARDENS 
H:-J::> IHLL A YJ£:. SOVJ'l-l Ji:t:CLID, 01110 

]) ,\[[1.L\ SEE I) if planted now, plan ls should hlonm 
this season. Mail your order immediately. 
Seed from New Singles: per package (LOO seeds) $ 1.0ll 

Trial package ,)Oc 
Seed from Nell' Little Da..Jing .Mini<1tu1·c · : per 

pl,g. (100 seeds)... .. ....................... .:io 
Trial package 2:k 

Seti from Pompolls: per package ( "11)(1 seeds) ... 1.110 
Trial package iiOc 

Seed ft-nm Orchid Flowering: per package (11111 
seeds) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 .llO 

Trial package :iOc 
Tests of my seed thi year show nearly tno• ;, 

germination. 

GEORGE L. STILLMAN, Dahlia Sp,·rialists 
l'-nx Ill \ 33 WESTERLY, rrnOllE I SL. \Nll 

BABYLON DAHLIA GARDENS 
PATRICIAN DAHLIAS 
"On the Sunrise Trail" 

Babylon, L. I., N. Y. 

"Specialists to the trade only" 

vVe ca 1-ry a v ' l"Y large stock. We have the 
hest of the old and the best of the new·er 
varic>ties in plants ancl roots in quantity at 
v 1·y attractive prices. 

Best descriptive wholesale catal ogue issued. 
Be s ure and send for your 1933 copy. 
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DAHLIA TUBERS TRUE TO NAME 
Onr tubers a ll field g rown , ca refully labeled , every tuber with an eye. We cannot accept ord er s under $3 .00, 

clue to our ex pens ive pac:king. Cash with order, if wanted pa rcel post, include postage, othe rwise shipment w ill co m e 
ex press, collec t. 

:\m bassado r ...... $ 
.J\111ei-ican Triumj}h 
"' · C. Lorbeer .. 
. \lice W l1i tt ier .. . 
Ad~11n Fels inger .. 
, \cilia Paterson . . . 
J\ nd reas Erickson 
Barbara H.edfern .. 
Big Chief . ..... . 
Charles S tratton 
Casper G. Ware .. 
City of Trenton .. 
Chc111 a 1"s Eureka .. 
Color Sergeant .. . 
Coquette .. . . ... . 
Dwight W . Morrow 
Dornthy Stone .. . 
Don na Ca lifornia .. 
El sie Daniels .. .. 
Ellinor Vandevere 
E. li za London 

S he ppard ..... . 
Emma Ma ri e 
E li za Cla rk Bu ll .. 
Eagle R ock Beauty 
Eagle Rock J ewel 
Eagle Rock Wond e1· 
Eagle R ock Fantasy 

. fi O 

.3ii 

.rio 

.50 

. fi O 

.2fi 
2. 00 

.25 
1.00 

.2fi 

. 25 

.50 

.50 

. 50 

.50 
2 .50 

. 50 
1.00 

.25 

.25 

] .00 
.25 
.50 
.50 
.fiO 

1.00 
2.50 

Edna Ferber . .. . . .. $ .25 J ersey's Meteor .. . $ .25 
El Hey . .. .... . . . . 1.00 J e rsey's S u pre me . . .25 
Evely n M o rri s ... . 1.00 ] e rsey's Triumph . . .50 
Edw. Thos. Bedford .50 J essie K. Prescott . . .25 
Elite Clory . . . . . . . .25 Judge Leon McCurcl 1.00 
Fort l\{onmouth . . . .50 J ean Trimbee ..... 2 .00 
F laming 1\Ieteor . . . .50 Kathleen Norris . . . .50 
Farncoll . . . . . . . . . . .25 K emp's Violet 
Ford hook Emperor .50 Wonde r . . . . . . . . . .50 
For t Was hington . . .50 Kentucky ......... 1.00 
Goodnight .... .. ... 2.00 l(ing Midas . . . . . . . .75 
Grenadier . . . . . . . . . .25 Kathe rine Kelly . . . .50 
Galli C urci . . . . . . . . .50 Kath erine Cole . . . . .50 
Glo ry of Monmouth .25 Marmion . . . . . . . . . . .25 
C olden Goblin . . . . . .50 Margaret Masson . . .25 
Tlal vella . . . . . . . . . . .50 Morclell a . . . . . . . . . .25 
His Majesty . . . . . . . .50 l'vfi ss New York.. . . .25 
H. Tribun e E li te . . .50 Mi ldred B rooks 
Hele n Ivins . . . . . . . .50 H oove r . .. ... . ... J .00 
Harry Mayer . . . . . . .50 Mrs. A lfred B. Seal .75 
Ins ulind e . . . . . . . . . . .25 Maiden's Blush 1.00 
1. de Ver \Varner. . .25 Mrs. E.. L. Lindsay .25 
Jane Cowl . . . . . . . . .25 Monmouth Champion . 75 
J er sey's Beauty . . . . .25 Margaret vVoodrow 
J ersey's Jewell . . . . .25 Wilson . . . . . . . . . . .25 
J er sey's Beacon . . . . .25 M innie Eastman . . . .2fi 
Jersey's Wondet· . . . .2 5 Meta Scammel . . . . .2fi 
Jersey's Masteqiiece .75 Maryland's O range 2.00 
Jersey' s Delight . . . . .25 O ri enta le 1.00 

Pop S tewa rt ....... $ .25 
J'ricle of Stratford.. .25 
President Wilson .50 
Prince of Persia ... 2.00 
Queen of Garden 

B eautiful . . . . . . . .50 
Regal . . . . . . . . . . . . . .25 
J{oman Eagle . . . . . . .2ii 
R ose Fallon . . . . . . . .25 
Rudy Vall ee ... . .. 2.fiO 
Saga111 0-re .. .. ... . . 
Sanhican's Magnate 
Silverndo ......... . 
Seal' s Cali fornian .. 
Sanhi can Beauty .. . 
S hahrazad ........ . 
S ignoo r ...... . ... . 
S iski yo u .. . ... . ... . 
Starli ght .. . ... . .. . 
Sonny Masson ... . . 
The W o rld ...... . 
Thomas A. Edison .. 
T1·casure Island . .. 
U. S. A. 
Yal entin o 

.25 

.25 

.50 

.50 

.2ii 
2.00 

.25 

.50 
.50 
.fio 
.50 
.50 
.50 
.50 
.5 0 

Waldh eim Sunshine .50 
W. JL T. 1.0ll 
Watc hun g Won.tier.. .75 

W e a1·e large growers of Dahlias. We g1·ow all the stock we offCl' for sale, ourselves. If you do n ot sec listed 
wh'1t you ;ire looking for, w rite ·us, .we may have it, as we list oP ly the stock a bove of which we have a la rge supply. 

THE FENWICK GARDENS, Lock Box 212, Salem, New Jersey 

Catalogue Received, Continued 

CO:LVIN, I. M., Princ ton, Ind. S ix pag·e fo lde r. 
CHAUTAUQUA DAHLIA FIELDS, Ma.yv ille, N. Y. 

DIXIE DAHLIA GARDENS, W. H. Kennedy, 1101 
Lawre n ce Ave., Nashvi ll e, 'l' e nn . Eight page fold e r. 

EXCELL DAHLIA GARDENS, East Lynn, l\.'lai:;s. 'l'en 
page bookl et. 

E i g ht page fo ld e r. EAS'l'VALE FARMS, lHidcll eboro, Mass. S m a ll folder. 
FERGUSON, R. C., 230 N. C layton St., Wilmington, 

De l. SPlec t e d li s t, in c l uclin g pornp o n s. CHAPPAQUA DAHLIA GARDENS, Clrnppaqua, N. Y. 
Fine list. 

COT'l'AM, N. HAROLD & SON, W >a ppingers Fall s, N. 
Y . 'l'\ve nty-four p ag;e book with several illus trations. 

DAVIS PEONY FARMS, Quinton, N . J . J .... ist of 
i:; tandarcl varieties. 

DAHLIADEL NURSERIES, Warre n W. Maytrott, 
Vin e l a nd, N . .J. Forty - e ig h t page book with many li fe 
size co lor r e produc tions. 

DARLING , EDGAR W., 212 Was hinglton Sit., Fairhaven, 
Mass. Sma ll list including Engli s h importatio11s. 

DUDLEY'S DAHLIAS, L y nn B. D udl ey, 508 North 
Colmnbu s A v e., Mt. V e rnon, N . Y. Large fo lde r. 

DARNELL, W. L. W., East Morich es, L. I., N. Y. 
Standa.rd varieties. 

DIXON, FREDERICK E. , Scotch Plains, N. J. Twelve 
page fold e r. 

Is your advertisement in thi s issue, Mr. Commercial 
Grower? This improved B ULLETJN is pulling replies 
faster than ever before, so say r egular advertisers. 

Mrs. Mabel Rathgeber, Treasurer A. D.S. 
196 Norton St., New Haven, Conn. 

FISHER & MASSON, Tre llton, N. J . Twenty - e ig ht 
p age book very n eatl y ar r a ng cl a nd well illu strated. 

FELSING ER, ADAM, R. F. D. No. 1, Lancaste r, Pa. 
List of s tandard varieties. 

FRANK'S DAHLIA GARDENS, Bedford, Ohio. E ig ht 
page booklet. 

FRANK PAYNE FARM'S, R. F. D. l, Box 6, Sh aw n ee, 
Km1sas. Whol esal e pri ce list. 

GALVIN THOMAS L .. 4 Bedford St., Peabody, Mass. 
Small booklet. 

HADDONDALE DAHLIA GARDENS, Haddon He ig hts, 
N . .J. 'l' e n page book with o n e very fin e illustration . 

HOOKWAY, W 1ILL, Creston, Ohio. S ix page fo lde r . 
HAMILTON'S DAHLIA GARDENS, 30(i Sherman St., 

Holly, Mich . N ice l y arranged twe nty pag-e book. 
HAUSSENER, ROBERT F., 223 East Cc ntrn.l Blvd., 

Palisades Park, N. J. Popu l ar exhibition va riet ies. 

T ell your fri ends about the new A . D. S. BULLETIN. 
Show it to them. Ask them to j oin. A membership 
application will be fo und below. 

Date ....... ......... .......... ... .................... .. . 

PLEASE SEND A. D. S. BULLETIN, BEGINNING WITH THIS ISSUE 

To .................................................. ... ......... ......... ... .............. ... ....... .... .. ..... . 

City ..................... .. ..................................... ....................... .......... .. . 

Enclosed find ~2.00. State .......... ....................................................................... . 
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CALIFORNIA 
DAHLIA SEED 

HAND HYBRIDIZED 

Dahlia seed grown in California is nwitlzout 
doubt the best obta.inable 01..uing to the long 
groic1ing season. The seed pods are allo'wed 
to r £pen on th e plants. It is hand picl~ed 

from selected fl owe rs and is lwnd cleaned. 

XXX GR.ADE MIXTURE 

This is a fo rmula mixture, co ntai ning s eels from 
15 seed parents w hich h ave been tested for yea rs 
and are know n to throw a large percentage of 
doubl e flowers, w ith insect resisting fo li age. The 
pollen parents u sed we re new introdu ct ions and 
varietie of specia l merit. 

Packet of 100 seeds, $5.00 
Ha!f packet (50 seeds) $2.75, postpaid 
Special Trial Packet of 15 seeds, $1.00 

DAHLIA SEED OF KNOWN PARENTAGE 

All our Da,Jili a seed is saved und er the nam e of the va ri ety, w heth er 
it is sold in mixture or not. We offe r the following va ri et ies, for those 
sp cialists w ho w ish to keep a record of parentage. 

Amari llo Grande Farncot Kitty Dunlap 
Amazon Garden Glow Maclrone 
Aztec Glo ry Go!den Dream Margaret Masson 
A. D. Livoni Golden Goblin Maryland's Oran ge 
Beaut v Gem Gi-af Zeppelin M.r s. Charles G. Reed 
Bob Pleusc J a ne Cowl O ri ent a l 
Champorg Jersey's E legan s Polar Bear 
City of Trenton Judge Leon McCord Sanely McNab 
Delice Judge Marean tarlight 
Eagle Rock Jewel ]. W. Lee The ·world 
Eagle Rock Wonder K ntucky Yellow Prince s 

Aibove pedigreed seeds: 15 for $1. 00; 100 for $5.00, postpaid 

Special Offer: 10 pqckets (10 seeds each) of known parentage, our 
selection from above li st, fo r $5.50, postpaid. 

Tl'TI. ·IT CUSTOMERS SAr ABOUT OUR DAHLIA SEED 

"I enclose $5.oc for a package of your XXX GRADE DAHLIA SEED, 
111 bt sl'11t as soon as possible. F ro111 the $5.00 worth recc i'Ved fro111 you 
lu st season, J yot tlic 11!ost beautiful Da!zlia I lza·ue e·ver see11 . It is a Ifefio
lrof1e shade, i11f annal decorative. lca<.•es lik e leather, resists all i11scc ts. I 
fw d growers co 111 e distm1ces to see it. All said I had so111ct!1i11g ver31 good." 

E. J.E., Westwood, N. J. 

Our New Bulb Folder 

Tigridias 
(Mexican S h ell Lily) 

Exot ic s umm er - fl owe rin g b11lhs. 
Blossoms of t en :3'' ac ross. F rom 
July to October. Colors-yellow, 
rose, and scarl et, mixed. Beauti 
fully m a rked center s. Ideal for 
Rock Gardens. 

12 large bulbs-$1.50 prepaid 

listing a s11pi:ri1Jr co llcction of Dahlias, Gladiolus, Iris, Liliu111 a11d 11wn3• rare bulbs is ready 
a11d w iil be 111ailed to 31ou on reqnest. 

GORDON AINSLEY Campbel~ California 
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Make Your 
DAHLIA $ $ $ $ 
Go Farther 

II Buy GROUP collections of 
ROOTS. In keeping with 

economic conditions we are offering 30 
extremely attractive opportunities to 
stretch the DAHLIA DOLLAR. We are 
not sacrificing quality, but surplus stock 
of some varieties enables us to combine 
them with other varieties in special 

groups. 

II Group shipments represent 
a distinct saving to us in 

packing and carrying charges. This sav
ing we are passing on to our customers. 
Seventy varieties are represented and 
the most discriminating buyer will be 
pleased with the values offered. 

II Full descriptions will be found 
in our illustrated folders. 

Stock of some varieties is in great de
mand. Early orders save disappointment. 
Send today for the 

MOST AMAZING 
list of group offers ever made to the 
dahlia growers of America. Your copy 

is ready. 

BUSINESS OFFICE 

arden 
WHOLESALE 

RETAIL 

5530 EAST MICHIGAN ST. 

I N D I A N A P 0 L I S, I N D I A N A 

':rhe American Dah1ia Society 

HULIN, J. E., 12 page book with a fine list of varieties. 
IROQUOIS DAHLIA GARDENS, John 'Toth, Frtirfield, 

Conn. Small six page folder. 
KENDAL DAHLIA GARDENS, Sandusky, Oh io. 

Thfrty -two page book, profusely illustrated with co lor 
cover. 

KENNEDY, W. W . & SONS, Redbank, N. J. Twelve 
pa.µ;e lJooklet. 

LOCUST VALLEY DAHLIA FARM, Cold Spring Har
bor, L. I., N. Y. Wholesal e list. 

LOGAN DAHLIA GARDENS, 321 30th Ave., San 
Francisco, Calif. Six page fo lder. 

LUBECK GARDENS, Attleboro, l\Ia.ss. Four page 
folder. 

LASCH FLORAL GARDENS, 1435 Dill Ave., South 
Euclid, Ohio. Six page folder. 

LJ .... OYD'S DAHLIA GARDENS, Scullvllle, N. J. Four 
l)ag·e fo lder. 

LAKEWOOD DAHLIA GARD-ENS, 1654 Mars Ave., 
Lakewood, Oh i o. Eight page folder. 

i\1AD RIVER GARDENS, P. 0. Box 12, Urbana, Ohio. 
Small folder, n ew v:=1.rieties. 

MARYLAND DAHLIA GARDENS, Baltimore, lVfary
land. Eight page fo lder. 

MANE'l".rO HILL NURSERIES, Hicksvill , L. I., N. 
Y. Trad~ list. 

MEUSSDORFFJI:R, ALTC1'~. 487 Hanover St., San 
Fra.n c isco, Calif. Tw elve pages with s v ral lif e size 
illustrations. 

McLEOD'S DAHLIA GARDENS, Seattle, Wash. Eig·h t 
page folder . 

NEWSOM DAHLIA FARM, Napa, Calif. Eight page 
folder. 

OSTRANDER, WALTER, 28 Oak St., Kingston, N. Y. 
Large four page folder featuring the new Florence 
Lou ise. 

PA'I'RJCIA DAHLIA GARDENS (Charles Garrity), 
351 Maud Ave., San Leandro, Calif. List of Dahlias, 
g ladiolus and other plan ts. 

PIDCK, HARLEY T., Lebanon, Ohio. Thirty-two page 
book with an extensive list of varieties giving ratin gs. 

PARRELLA, ALBERT, 3380 Ely Ave., Bronx, New 
York City. Thirty-four pag·e book w i th a l ong li st. 

PELTCANO, l!'RANK & SONS, San F'rancisco, 'alif. 
Six page fo lder. 

PREMIER DAHLIA GARDEN, George H. Swez .y, 31 
Mertz Ave., Hillside, N. J. 'l'welve page book. 

ROBENS, H. H., 41 Hall Ave., Chagrin Falls, Ohio. 
Four page fo lder. 

REX DAHLIA GARDENS, Portland, Ore. Sixte n 
page booklet. 

SAGAMORE GARDENS, 162 E l m St., Everett, l\fass. 
Dahlias and glads. 

SEAL, JESSIE L., 607 Third Ave., San Francisco, 
Cali f . Twenty-four page book well arranged. 

SALBACH, CARL, 657 Woodmont Ave., B rl\:ely, 
Calif. Twenty-e ight p age book with fin e co l or pictur s. 

SHADYLAWN NURSERIES (Hugo K ind), Hammon
ton, N . .J. vv-:h o l esale on ly . Handy pocl\:et s iz book let. 

SPRINGSIDE DAHLIA GARDENS, New Hambu r g, 
N . Y. E igh t page folder. 

SPRINGHILL DAHLIA FARM, A. T. Edison, R. F. 
D. 2, Grand Rapids, :Mi c h. Twenty pag book. 

SMITH'S WATCHUNG GARDENS (James Sm ith), 
700 Somerset St., Plainfield, N. J. Four pn.g e fold e r. 

SMITH, DR. H. H., 19605 Beach Cliff Blvd., H.ocky 
H iver, Ohio. Six page fo lder. 

STONE STREET DAHLIA GARDENS, Beverly, .\Tass. 
E ig ht page book let. 

STRASEN FLOHAL GARDENS, Austinburg, Ohio 
Wholesale list of standard varieties. 

SUNSET GARDENS, Portland, Ore. Fo lder with some 
good illm:;tration" 

THE SEVEN ACRES (L. N. Davis), 203 i\lain St., 
Stoneham, Mass. Dahlias and glads . 

THOMAS, F. W . & CO., Torrington, Conn. T~welve 
page book let. 

VIN-WELL GARDENS, Wellston, Ohio. Six page 
fo lder. 

VEILE & :MENDHAM, Easton, Pa. A most unusual 
and beautifully desig·ned book of twenty-four pa.g·es. 

WAITE'S GARDENS, Eatontown, N . J. Six page 
fo lder. 

WAKEMAN GARDENS, Sarah W. Wood, South110rt, 
Conn. T wenty-four page book with a fine I ist of 
varieties. 

WILDWOOD GARDENS, John J. Zant, 2160 East 
Fulton Hoad, Grand Rapids, M ich. Twenty-four page 
IJook. 

WILMORE, W. W., Box 382, Denver, Colo. Thirty
s ix page book very nicely arranged and illustrated. 

WONDERLAND DAHLIA GARDEN, Lynn, Mass. 
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Here is A Real Bl.IV • 
91 

I N ORDER to make roon1 for many new varieties as well as a number of new 
seedlings, I am offering the following combinations at prices less than one

half their true worth. The Dahlia roots offered here are GUARANTEED to 
be true to name, and free from the slightest sign of any disease, and to be solid 
roots in good growing condition, and that they will grow to your atisfaction 
or I will refund every cent paid for them. Th se roots, all labeled, will be 
shipped by parcel post, prepaid, to anywhere in the U. S. for the nominal sum 
asked for them. 

I 
$2.00 Bertha Fritzel 

1.50 Monmouth Champion 
1.50 Jim Moore 
1.00 Thomas Edison 
1.00 Treasure Island 
1.00 Jersey Triumph 
1.00 King Midas 

$9.00 all for !µ.50 

3 
$1.00 Fort Monmouth 

1.00 Mrs. A. B. Seal 
1.00 Kentucky 
1.00 Grace Ricords 
1.00 Nanaquaket 
.75 Meta Scammell 

$5. 75 all for $3.00 

5 
Watchung Sunrise$ .75 
Elsie Jane . 75 
Spirit of St. Louis .50 
Jeney Beacon .40 
El. Vanderveer .25 
Avalon .25 
Mrs. Wm. A. Evans .25 
Wm. J. Erwin .25 
]. B. Waite .25 
Roycroft .25 

10 Dahlias in all. Total 
list price $3. 90- all of 

the above for $2.00 

2 
$1.50 F ordhook Marvel 

1.00 Fort Washington 
1.00 Valeska 
1 .00 Griffin 
.50 Jane Cowl 
.50 Marmion 

$5.50 all for $3.00 

4 
$ . 75 Sanhican Darky 

.50 Harry Mayer 

.50 Marshall's Beauty 

.50 Rose F alien 

.50 ] ersey Ideal 

.SO Margaret W. Wilson 

.50 Jove 

$3.75 all for $2.00 

Send for rny cataloo·uc. conta111111g many of the ne\ver varieties nch as 
AnMIPAL BYRD, PoT O'GoLD, WILLIAM ]. RATHGEBER, AMERICA T LEGION, 

FLORENCE Lour E, GREAT HARBOR, EAGLE RocK PE1\CH, EAGLE Ro Y 

S TPERDA LONG HILL, MYRA HowARD, 1\hmrny's M,\STERPIECE, SATAN, and 
hundred of other at prices to meet conditions and the times. 

ALBERT PARRELLA 
3380 Ely Avenue Bronx, New York City 

35 
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Burpee's GOLD MEDAL Dahlias 
Be sm ·e to pl a nt B urnee ' s (io \(1 1\f eclnl Dahlias t h is 

year . YPU w ill lJe cl e li g htecl \V ith U1 e r esults. We li sL 
h er e th e p o pular f a \' orite!:l , in l'. ludin g o ulst.an t1ing· 
va ri e ti eR c r eated a ncl inlroclu c:e cl ]Jy B urp ee. Onh •r 
llir ec.:t f r o m t hi s p age. · 

ATLANTIC C JTV 
(Fornrn l Dl' <·o r a ti ,·e) 

'Thi ::; n ew D a hli a \\·as nrst intro du ce d Ji ~· u s lasl yt•ar. 
It i s n1ost outstan clin g- in e\'e r y way. P1·o clu ces a g-rea t 
nro fu s ion of w e ll -sh a 1w cl l>l oo m s o f a ye r y rit- h i2;o ltl Pn 
a utum n s h a cle-nm lH• r -µ; olcl i u t e n s ifie <l "·il h o r a n g-P, 
sn lm o n , a 11tl :i t o u c h Df l>r o n z 1'. Th P fl ow,·1·s 11ie u s n 1" !i 
to 7 in c h s acro ss, uncl l as t L' Xl'!c' JJ1.i o n n ll y l ong- :1s <'lt l 
fl o ye 1·s. 'J' h e vl n nt s are 3 1, ~ to .i f eet t a ll , a ml l1 l' i11 µ; 
s toek y th ey i· e quir e no !';Lakin ,.: . Jt is a n llq .. ~; ni!i c<" nl 
nu·i l· l ~", r e~·d stn n t t n cli sea;;e n nd in seet atlal'l,;s. 

$~.00 em·h; a for $:>.-10 

ASBORY PAt~K 
( f•' nrrn:1 l J)1 ·corn ti \'L') 

A g lori o u s a ul111nn s h a rl e of l>ri g- Jil ::-;1rnwherry- 1·t' <l 
s u ffu st• tl \\';th ,· a :1non '11'<1 tinl c· d with olcl g· oJcl tt> w nrcl 
th e tip. 'Th e g-c• 1H• r:tl (•0 lC1t' e ff t' c t i s 1.h :1l o f a b r igh t 
<' CIJIJH' r -;;a lm o n. ('a rri es it s 11U !.!.'t 1>1no m s o n 1i1w st i ff 
S t l· lll S. 

BURPEE'S GIANT FORDHOOK DAHLIAS 
Fordhooli:. .\Yi11tor. ( F . D . ) nli s t e nin g- (':1rrn i n f'

e ri111 so n !>loo m s with a llri g hl m e t a lliv l>r o n zy sht't:> ll . 
Jt is a. larµ;e, mass i ve , n nt1 ex tra 11 eayy flo\\' e r . 

7!> ('('JltS ('ltc•h; :-t l'or $1.HO 

l •'o1·1lhook D<·li~·h1. (F . D.) A r t'a l g i a nt :i ncl a m11 sl 
a t tra ·ti Vl ' c ul or - Tl l' l'ln osa- pink with :-·l• l l o \\· ce n tt• r a 111l 
Ji1 ·i g· !Jt >·c· llo w li1> s . $1.H<> e:u•h; :~ for $:!.7'0 

FcwclhooJ;;: l<:::m1wror. (J. n .) A g ia nt fl n hli a nf a 
mos t g- loriou ;; :tu!umn s haclL•-ri<'11 s :1l111flt1 , s 11fCu st' tl 
rost and p c rm e al t' tl w ith µ;ol(l. $LOO t•a<•h; :~ l'or $:!.7'0 

l<'orclhool;;: F,rc•c•ta. (F. J) . ) Thi s i s, \\· ithout qU <·•S ( i nn , 
on e 11f lhl• f i ll L'S l D a hl ias \:" \ 'L• I' introdUl'l' cl . Til e h:tnd 
s om t· bloom s are a \1ri g hl s h a c1 t• of Amaranth - pin\'. rl'h l' 
i>a SL' of llw p e tn l s is almo s t Wllitt>. $1.0H t'llc•h; !~for $:!.7'0 

l<'orcl hook Jlliu·, ·t•l. (F. n.) P<· a ~·h - 1·1' tl liloom s sl1:ul i ll µ; 
to s t1·:iwh P1Ty-pink \\• ith a s :1l111011-on111 g· 1· ;; lH> l' ll. It 
"·:is aw a rcl e d a (' l· rifi <'al L· of ill e l'it. 

SPI<}('IAL OI•' Fl'1lt 

Collc•c•tion ~o. l>Sl -l. Fi\·e <iinnt Fm·<lhonk 
D:thlia:-;-On root e a1·h of l<' nrclhook A v iatlll ', 
Fonlhool~ f) Pli g hl, l•'or<llto11k l ~ lllJl l' l'()l ', Ford 
hnok En•l' t a, a nd }<'11rclltook i\l:tl' \'e l ( \' :tlll l' 
$5.2 5 ) for $!l.OO. 

BURPEE'S GIANT GOLD MEDAL DAHLIAS 
:llrs. ( '1ul Snlh:t1·h. ( J. 1).) Th is i s a fon· m<18 t 

vari ety \\' Ii il-h l rns w on m a n.'· pri zes. Th e larg·l· flow e r ::-; 
a 1·t' l>ri g· ll t p in k \\' ith a suffus ion 11 f f:tint la vc·1Hk1-. 
li::x('e ll t· nt lon g s t c•11 1s. ;;c;. c·ents t•:tt'l1; :~fin· J;;l.:to 

.JM•s<•y's H<•11ut~. ( F'. ]) , ) O ll l' ot' th ~· m<1s t widt•l y 
k11 o wn 11r a ll nnhli as. \\· itl1 s trrin g-, upri g ht s l1 ·1l'H 
l'l 'O\\' ll l' ll w i t h l an~ 1 ., Wt' ll - t'1 1r n 1e 11 \lln t>l11 s. A l o\'t" l y p ink 
~ ; ha l l· \\'i t 11 :t <'11 a 11 1o h s lH't ll . ;t;; N'lltl-; <•a1•h; ;{for HO 1•(•11ts 

,Joyful. ([•'. ]l , ) '!'h is i s a g ]111 · io u s llal1l ia or ;; tu1·d y, 
upf'i g·ht µ.Tu\\' tll w ith s tr o n g s t t• 111 s, .. :irry ,ng i1 s lil11<1n1 ::-; 
\\'e ll cli s pl a_\·e 11 ;L] H l\'l' tll f' fn li:t l~t'. Th e 1·01 0 1· o r llll · 
!1 11 \l'P l' S i s :1 lllflSt i11t P11 s 1· 11r i lli a nt yt> llo w. 

:j;l.00 c.•ac•h; :~ for l)i:!. iO 

spg('l .\L OI<'l•'l•~H 

(' o] l 1~ C'ti1>11 s of l1u1·p ee's T<' i lH" l ~ i : 111t C1nlll 
ill e clal ll :thlias, llt:td l' up of tl1 t' ti\·1· l> Pautiful 
f) u hli a~ ll< ' S< · riJ1 e (] a l1t1\'P. ( 'ollc•c•tiou :\To. nS07'. 
<ln p 1·rn>1 t- al'!1 (Yal111• :j; :l .60) for ii;t.7:>. <'ol
h •(•tion ~o. !)SOS. Tlln•(• rnot ;; :tv h (\·:tln e 
~! t. ii O) fot • :j;-t.7':1. 

Burpee's Garden Book for 1933 Sent Free on Request 

W. ATLEE BURPEE CO., 301 Burpee Bldg., PHILADELPHIA 

P R ESS OF T U E \\' 11.\P LES· B UL LT S CO\(P\ NY. J\'E \\ ! L \\ ' F :-<, 1 O'\NECTll ll'J' 

P in NTEil l N U . S. A. 
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