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Golden Rule Dal1lia Farm, (Harley T. Peck), Leba­
non, Ohio, sends us their catalogue which, as usual, 
contains a revised list of Dahlia ratings, giving a com­
plete table of the most suitable varieties for the cen­
tral states. This tabulation is included in their fine 
catalogue of 34 pages. First are listed four new 
introductions: Carolina Orange, Buckeye Peach, Red 
Oak, Yellow Aster, Mary Baker, followed by a general 
list of 1nodern varieties from many sources. Prices 
throughout the catalogue appear very reasonable, 
quality considered. On the back cover is an A. D. S. 
notice, for which we thank Mr. Peele 

H. J. Welcher, 108 Grant Street, Newark, New York, 
sends us a neat pamphlet offering many standard 
varieties at from 50 cents up. A chance to fill the 
garden with fine flowers at small expense. 

J. E. Hulin, (Cottage Grove Dahlia Gardens), 59 64 
24th Avenue, S. W., Seattle Washington, sends us a 
pamphlet catalogue describing over 200 of their modern 
standard Dahlias, reasonably priced. A collection of 
25 fine v:nieties are offered for $4.00. This offer looks 
good t.o us. Mr. Hulin kindly devotes the baclc cover 
to the A. D. s. 

Kit Garden, 9 Irvington Street, Springfield, Mass. 
A fine little catalogue with an attractive silver cover. 
The assortment is not large, but varieties show good 
selecti.ons. A special feature is their new I. D. Bar­
bara Kitson, a fine orange tone. 

N. Hrll'old Cottnm & Son, Wappingers Falls, New 
York. This excellent. catalogue shows a color repro­
duction of their new Dahlia Rotary. It is a bi-color 
now so popular. It was quite a sensation at New 
York show last fall. Another is Clinton Travis that 
deserves a place in every garden. Other new ones 
n.re: Mrs. Florence Coolidge, Gertrude Mae, and City 
of Poughkeepsie. A complete line of best standards 
is offered. Mr. Cottam devotes the back cover to the 
A. D.S. 

Mn.stick Dal1lia Creations is the title of a very fine 
catalogue sent by M. G. Tyler, 1660 Denver Avenue, 
Portland, Oregon. Some of their new productions are 
shown in full page cuts. Jessica Millard, Martha 
Howes, Rob Roy, are all new. Lorelie, Arthur M. 
Hyde, St. Helens Mist, are also shown. Some late 
im-portations and a full line of best standards are 
offered. 

Robert F. Hnussener, 223 East Central Boulevard, 
Pallisacles Park, New Jersey. Pamphlet of 75 Dahlias 
at prices from 25 cents to $5.00. 

S1•ring;side Da111in Gnrcleus, New Hamburg, New 
York. Catalogue offering about all worthwhile new 
Dahlias. Their selection is excellent. Five good 
collections are offered. A. D. S. invitation to join is 
prominently displayed. 

'Not11er Dahlin Patch, W. W. Harshman, Forest 
Manor, Indianapolis, Indiana. Judg;ing from the list 
sent us we would say that the varieties offered are 
good stand-by's to fill up the garden with cut flower 
varieties and exhibition Dahlias as well, at a nominal 
price. 

Ruscl1111ol1r DnJ11in G ar1lens, 5 2 Sou th Kensington 
Avenue, Rockville, Centre, L. I., N. Y. Published an 
excellent catalogue of desirable varieties. 'Some new 
ones are: Meadowbrook, Patricia Ann, City of Wells­
ton, Frederick W. Church, Josephine. Mr. Mohr has 
been a consistent first prize winner with his fine 
Dahlias at New Yorlc and other shows. The varieties 
he lists are outstanding and can be relied on as satis­
factory. This list practically verifies the list of most 
popular varieties compiled by the secretary of the A. 
D. S. and printed elsewhere in this issue. Our thanks 
are due Mr. Mohr for devoting inside cover to A. D. S. 
Bulletin notice. 

WUI Hookwny Dnl1Iln Gardens, R. No. 1, Creston, 
Ohio. !<'older listing about 150 new and standard 
Dahlias. They range in prioe from 35 cents to $15.00. 
Include Dahlias for every purpose: garden, cutting, 
exhibition, most anything wanted will be found. In­
cludes A. D. S. notice. 

Success Dal11ia Gardens, (Charles G. Reed), 171 
Ferry Street, Lawrence, Mass. One of the character­
istics of Charlie Reed is to be a leader. His catalogue 
shows it throughout. Ha has brought on more good 

Dahlia from California than any other person. Mar­
garet Broomall, Eagle Rock Fantasy, Eagle Rock 
Superba, and many others from everywhere. While 
the best of other late productions are listed, still much 
will be found in this catalogue, not found elsewhere, 
so it will be well to send for it. A page devoted to 
the A. D. S. and trial grounds are interesting reading. 
Several pictures of the redoubtable Charlie appear 
also. 

Stone Street Gardens, 5 Stone Street, Beverly, Mass. 
CM. F. Heapy.) A neat pamphlet listing 13 varieties 
of Dahlias of their own production. Among them 
Rothchild, Norman Ganley, Sinba, Flame, Tercentary, 
Walter Blake, etc. 'Some new standards are also 
offered. 

Wakeman Gardens, Southport, Connecticut. Mrs. 
Sarah Wakeman Wood needs no introduction to the 
Dahliaists. A consistent prize winner at New York 
and other shows for several years. Her keen instinct 
for selecting first prize winners is reflected in her 
catalogue. Prize winners can be selected from very 
moderate priced varieties, if one knows which they 
are. This catalogue offers a chance for wise selection. 
We thank Mrs. W 'ood for devoting the outside cover 
to the A. D. S. 

Lack of space prevents printing full description of 
many other catalogues. We give their new novelties 
by name. All carry a line of standard Dahlias. 

Albert A. B1·own, Norwalk, California. Dahlias, del­
phinium and Dahlia seed. 

Ballay Dal1lin Gardens, Palo Alto, California. New 
introductions are: Fury, Full Moon, Montalvo, Nar­
c i ssa, Peldn, Satan. 

Dessie Boston, San Mateo, California, offer 24 new 
Dahlias: Auntie, Autun:n, Burlingame, Capistrano, 
Caresse, Carmelo, Celestial, etc. 

Bennett IC. Matloclc, Bridgeton, New Jersey. List of 
standards, collections. 

Chnrles A. Beatrice, 630 South Main Stret, Sharon, 
Mass. List of standards. 

Clumtaqua Dablin Fiehls, Bemus Point, New York. 
New, Chautauqua Sunset, Chautauqua Sunshine, Osiris, 
Twilight. Good line standards. 

I. M. Colvin, Princeton, Indiana. A strong collection 
of standards and glads. 

Craig Road G:udens, R. F. D. 7, Box 1293, Portland, 
Oregon. Sixteen page catalogue offering a complete 
line of modern Dahlias. 

Dixie Dahlia Garclen, (W. H. Kennedy), 1101 Law­
rence Avenue, Nashville, Tennessee, sent out a list of 
about 300 newer standards. 

R. c. Ferguson, 230 Clayton Street, Wilmington, 
Delaware. Small list of select newer standards. 

Frank D. Pelicano & Sous, San Francisco. Standard 
Dahlias. 

Fenwick Gar1lens, Salem, New Jersey. Lists about 
9 0 good standards. 

Frank's Daltlia Garden, 160 Talbot Drive, Bedford, 
Ohio., speciallzing in the newer standard Dahlias. A 
very complete list, attractice prices. 

Goodacre, A. G., Gardena, California. Folder offer­
ing their famous Dahlia seed in variuos combinations, 
either by .color or by type of flower. List of varieties 
from which seed is obtained is given. 

JI. H. Rol1ens, 19 Hall Avenue, Chagrin Falls, Ohio. 
List of 100 of the latest popular Dahlias. A good list 
to select from. 

Hillcrest Roseries, (Roy Mikle), Progress, Penn­
sylvania. Folder listing high grade Dahlias, roses, 
peonies and gladiolus. 

Iroquois Dnhlin Gnr1lens, (John Toth), Box 12, Fair­
field, Connecticut. Folder listing: Aristocrat, Golden 
Beauty, Miss Wallingford, Iroquois Chief. 1932 
ductions. Also general list of standards. 
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Jessie L. Seal, 607 Third Avenue, San Francisco, Cali­
fornia. Catalogue listing 10 new 1932 Dahlias: Diablo, 
Edith Whitaker, Eleanor Morgan, Full Moon, Lucy 
Ann Whitney, Montavlo, Mrs. Woodford Spears. 

J, F. Cordes, 203 8 Cloverfield Boulevard, Santa 
Monica, California. New 1932 introductions: Clair De 
Lune, Laurene Stockwell, Edward Hunt, Al ice Boss, 
American Legion, Marquita. Also high grade seed. 

McLeod's Dalllia Gartlens, 564 Halliday Street, 
Seattle, Washington. List of newer standards, seed 
and Dahlia collections. 

Lee's Dnltlia Gnrtlens, University Place, R. 5, Box 
600, Tacoma, Washington. A fine catalogue of new 
and standard Dahlias of real merit. Besides the gen­
eral list they offer four new ones: Fort Lewis, Lee's 
Perfection, Night King, Oh Gee. 

Logan Dal1lia Gar<len!'I, 321 30th Avenue, Sa~ Fran­
cisco, offer two new miniature Dahlias: Pelicana and 
Mabel Burnau. · 

Maryland Dnltlia Gar•leus, W \yndhurst and Lawndale 
Avenues, Roland P.ark, Maryland. 1932 catalogue 
offers a complete line of newer Dahlias. Well 
described and rightly priced. The selections are par­
ticularly good to choose from . Full description of 
each variety is given. Three new ones are Maryland's 
Orange, Maryland's Glory, and Maryland's Jubilee. 

Owl Creek Dahlia F;ums, Mt. Gilead, Ohio. Whole­
sale list. 

Patricia Dnlalia Gartleus, 351 Maude Avenue, San 
Leandro, California. Catalogue, extensive line of 
standards. New creations are: Mrs. C. C. Reed, West­
ern Sunset, Dr. W. Stowell, Alice Reinhart, Col. Luther 
Michael. 

R ocklciglt Gar<lens, San Diego, California. Seed 
offerings. 

W. W. n:e-nnedy & Sons, Red Bank, New Jersey. A 
fine catalogue, bound in heavy cover. A large list of 
newer introductions include about all the best. Also 
complete line of standard varieties. A general list of 
hardy perennials offers a full line to select from. 

William H. Sltorey, 815 3rd Avenue, Seattle, Wash­
ington. Catalogue listing a number of very fine prize 
winners of their own production. These are priced 
very reasonably. All are prize winners. A general 
collection of standards is offered. 

Salen1 Dal1lia Gar•lens, Salem, New Jersey. Whole­
sale list. 

Strnsen Floral Gar•lens, Austinsburg, Ohio. General 
list of modern standards. 

Tivoli Da1tlia Gardens, (H. Von Jsssenclorf), 1336 
48th Avenue, San Francisco, California. CR.talogue of 
best newer standard Dahlias. Popular prices. 

"\Vnite's Gardens, Inc., Entontown, New Jersey. 'l'his 
well known grower and nroducer of so many of our 
very best Dahlias, is sending out R. fine catalogue of 
the best known varieties in commerce. Some 1932 
introductions are: Chappaqua Cheiftion, Cynthia, Hal­
lowe'en, Jersey's Melody, and Richmond. Cardinalis, 
Captain Coste, Jean Trimbee, Jersey's Triumph, Mabel 
Dougals, Tarrytown, are shown in fine large cuts. 
Gladiolus are also offered in great variety. 

w. W. Wiln1ore, Box 382, Denver, Colorado, issues a 
splendid catalogue of 36 pages. New originations in 
Dahlias shown in splendid cuts are: Mri:;. Henry 
Sewall, Dr. Henry Sewall, Gra.usta1·k, Edith Long, 
Wildemere, Kenneth Gilbert, Lost Gold. Pride of Fort 
Morgan, Clouclland Gem. A general list of standards 
and other flowers is offered. 

Sprlngltill Farm, R. F. D. 2, Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
Sends out a fine 26 page catalogue of the most popu­
lnr, high grade, standard Dahlias. PriceR throughout 
are such as enable one to fill out their garden require­
ments at a small outlay. About all the varieties in 
list made up by secretary of A. D. S. are offered in 
this catalogue. 

SEEDSMEN'S CATALOGUES 

Bur11ee's Annual Garden Book, 1932, W. Atlee Bur­
pee Co., Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. This 160 page 
catalogue lists about everything needed for the farm 
and garden. The cover shows carnations, sweet peas, 
zinnias and vegetables in colors. Sixty pages are 
devoted to a description of their high grade vege­
table seeds. Flower seeds and plants are a specialty 
with this firm. They maintain seed farms at Ford­
hook and in California, where they raise great quan­
tities of sweet pea seed. Gladiolus are a specialty and 
all fine varieties are listed in the catalogue. Dahlias 
form an important part of their book. In addition to 
their own famous Fordhook varieties, many of the best 
recent introductions of other growers are listed. A 
new Burpee production is Dahlia "Atlantic City," a 
fine orange salmon formal decorative. The catalogue 
is sent free. 

Gill Brothers, Portland, Oregon. Catalogue of a full 
line of flower and vegetable seeds. A group of pom­
pon Dahlias in colors is on the cover, giving it a very 
attractive appearance. Many of our famous old time 
Dahlias are listed as well as newer standards. 

Fraser & Son, Lt•l., Pasadena, California, are sending 
out a fine catalogue devoted to their famous "Sun 
Ripened'' California seeds. Asters, calendulas, pansies 
and many other seeds are offered. This firm is famous 
for its Dahlia ancl zinnia seed. On the cover of the 
catalogue are shown some beautiful zinnias, in true 
colors. Wonderful progress has been made in the last 
few years in improving this flower, until today they 
can scarcely be recog·nized as belonging to the same 
family. Special prizes are now being offered at flower 
shows and fairs for exhibits of zinnias everywhere. 
They are just the thing to fill up odd corners in the 
garden. Easy to grow. We strong urge our readers 
to send for this catalogue and learn more about them. 

Zinnias 
There really isn't much to be said that is not known 

already about the superior quality of the California 
Giant Dahlia flowering strain of Zinnias. Few gar­
den flowers have gained more of late years in popu­
larity. As is the case in Calendulas with Ball's strain 
replacing all we had before, so have these Zinnias put 
all others in the background, not only in the home 
garden but also with the florist, and in sections where 
more or less trouble is experienced with Asters, they 
have taken the latter's place. We see them used also 
!n floral arrangements of almost every description. 
The plants thrive in almost any kind of soil, and often 
even with hardly any care, produce fine flowers. 

It's the delicate soft pink, salmon and old rose 
colors which are most in demand, and every retail 
grower should carry during Spring a good stock of 
plants of these Zinnias-plants in 2 lh inch pots for 
those who can and are willing to pay for them, trans­
planted stoclc in flats with others coming on still later 
outdoors in frames, with the colors kept separate. 
Fine Zinnias can be grown by sowing directly out­
doors, but if you sell annuals at all, for those anxious 
to have early flowers these Zinnias should be in as 
great demand as anything carried, but it requires 
three, four or more sowings in order to have good 
thrifty stock coming along. 

GARDEN DIGEST 
-the "garden magazine of all garden 
magazines"-because it condenses 
helpful suggestions and articles of 
lasting value from scores of other 
magazines, books and bulletins. Gar­
den Digest is your private secretary, 
always watching for the best ideas 
on home-place improvement. 
Sample. lOc. Year subscription, $1.00. 
Garden Digest, 133 Great Oak Lan'° 

Plemsantvllle, New York 
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Better Gardens, Better Dahlias and Better Days Ahead 
By Charles G. R.eed 

. When this BULLETIN g?e~ to press we will all be plan­
nmg our gardens and bu1ldmg our hopes of winning this 
and that prize at the hundreds of flower shows throltgh­
our country. It is true that many of our growers have 
been depressed the past year or so, but still, if we have 
our good health, we are going forward and the past will 
be forgotten, as bitter as it may have been. It seems 
that b_oth the amateur and the commercial growers have 
been m the same boat on the sea of depression and it 
takes courage to stand the gaff, but we must have hope 
for ~he future. There has been other depressions and 
yet 1t seems as a whole we have many things to be 
t~ankful for. The several Dahlia societies are making 
bigger and better plans for their coming shows and the 
Ameri~an Dahlia Society is showing the way. We are 
expecting much from the mother society under the 
leadership of our new president, Warren W. Maytrott, 
and his committees,. and I am sure they have the hearty 
~nppor~ of all Dahlia growers. There are many things 
m our mdustry that must be adjusted to meet the present 
day demands of the buying public. It will no longer be 
quite so easy to tack on a price tag of from $10.00 to 
$50.00 on a Dahlia, unless it is more superior than those 
now <?n the ma~ket. Money in the past came easy and 
went JUSt as easily, but we are now counting our pennies 
and .are a bit _more careful on what we purchase as to 
quality_ an~ pnce. I am ~ure that we are willing to pay 
the price 1f we are gettmg full value in return. The 
"goose that laid the golden egg" has been hard hit but 
t~ere. is still t~rne to save its life if the proper pres

1

crip­
t10n 1s prescribed. The commercial growers are in a 
position to prescribe that prescription if they will. We 
must be a _little careful on what we release and place the 
proper pnce on what is released, therefore giving the 
purchaser full value for every cent expended for Dahlia 
stock. Some commercial growers have tried to solve 
th~ depression problem by price cutting and this has 
failed; some have tried to keep their business by adding 
extras and this has failed to a certain extent. If full 
value was given on a purchase it is not necessary to give 
more than what is paid for. I can see no real harm to 
add some old variety as an extra to the amateur grower 
instead of junking it, and it will please the one who 
receives it, unless he has an up-to-date collection. I am 
wondering if we have not been a bit too anxious to 
judge a Dahlia on size more than beauty. When we see 
the monsters at the shows they are inspiring and no 
doubt are sales builders, but are they too large? I like 
the big ones, but still I do think I am changing some­
what. when I see ~ medium s_ize bloom with something 
new 111 the color !me, somethmg that is much different 
than the colors that we now have in the Dahlia family. 
I ~an. se~ ~o rea~on for ):)Uying a new Dahlia at a good 
price 1f 1t 1s no d1ff erent m color than a good old variety. 
I think that many of us place too much value on a first 
prize ~i~ner at ~ome show, u?less there was plenty of 
competition of high class Dahlias. I think that it would 
be well for reports of shows to state how many were 

·in the class in reporting the winners. I know of many 
winners of first prize where there were only one or two 
entries and perhaps t~e qu~lity · of all were not up to 
the standard. It 1s m1sleadmg to the buying public to 
advertise a first prize winner where there was little or 
no compe!iti?n. There are, of course, exceptions as the 
best Dahlia 111 the world may be the only one in a class. 
I do not blame the judges for this condition as quite 
of ten the show committee instruct them not 'to be too 
severe in placing the awards, but this is harmful to the 
buying public if a first prize was won under these con-

ditions and is advertised as first prize winner at such and 
s~ch a show, under such and such judges. This prac­
tice shoLtld be eliminated, in my opinion. The judges 
should have full p_ower in placing awards, as by doing 
this they are helpmg the Dahlia industry as a whole. 
I urge the show committee not to hamper the judges in 
any ·way, but let them judge the flowers as they see 
them. If the flowers are not worthy of a prize they 
should not rec~ive any. Leave it to the judges as they 
have a reputat10n to protect. 

The Dahlia industry is no different than other kinds 
~f business; they have all been hard hit, but it is no 
time _to lose courage and quit. The world loves a fighter 
and 1t .t~kes a fighter to succeed in these days of keen 
competition. If the weather conditions have caused 
hardsh~ps to the growers the past year or two, we are 
not ~omg to let that be the means of us stop growing 
Dahlias; of course not. We must think at least that a 
better season is on its way and if we all do this we are 
going to forget the past. There is no such thing as "it 
ca!1t'. be done;" we may think so and while we are 
thmkmg, along comes someone with a vision and does 
it. We have only to look at the past happenings of a 
~ew short. years ~ncl see what progress has been made 
m every lme of mdustry, and we as Dahlia lovers and 
~rowers h~ve shared in the progress that has been made 
~n developmg the newer varieties, so that we all share 
m the efforts of those who have toiled to make our 
flower, the Dahlia, the leader in the flower world. 

qui: American Dahlia Society, as well as other 
soc1et~es, have ha? their difficulties, but with past 
expenences they will profit by failure, if any, and the 
flower shows of tomorrow will be more beautiful than 
ever before. This old world of ours is not going on 
the rocks by any means, but it takes clear-thinking people 
to avoid the ?b~tacles that are found on every road to 
success, and 1t 1s up to every Dahlia grower to stand 
firm and give the best we have to do our full share in 

· bringing about that better day of the future. 
If we can give a heJping hand to our society, or to 

someone who need~ ass1~tai;ice, we at least will be trying 
to do our share 111 brmgmg about a change for the 
better. 

V'( e should be planning a better garden, and this means 
buymg a few of the newer varieties, and there are many 
this season. vVe should give our local flower show our 
full support and if there is no such thing as a flower 
show in your locality, what would be better than you, 
my dear reader, to get a group of flower growers to­
gether and plan a fall show? You will be surprised how 
the folks do fall for a flower show in the home town. 
T!1e cost will be very little and I know of nothing that 
will . create a greater impression or advertise a com­
munity more than a flower show. I know of many new 
flower shows put on only last fall and every one was a 
success, and plans are now being made for better shows 
this fall. If I can be of any assistance to those who 
wish_ to put on a flower show I will do my part to help 
you 111 your plan. M1ay we all have a renewed vision of 

. the better days and years before us and let us all 
measure up !O our responsibilities no matter what they 
may be, and if we do, our own tasks will be much easier 
to accomplish. 

Lfetl to t11e Lnst 
Here lies a lawyer, 

Laugh, if you will, 
In mercy, kind Providence 

Let him lie still. 
He lied for his living, 

He lived while he lied, 
When he couldn't lie longer 

He lied down and died. 
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Bulbs, Corms, Tubers, Roots and Cuttings 
By Dr. Clytle R. Jeffords, Jamaica, N. Y. 

When a Dahlia clump is divided, what are the parts? 
If the new crop of catalogues is a reliable crite rion, 
Dahlia growers are far from unanimous in their con­
ceptions of the real nature of their merchandise. 
Some say bulbs, some tubers, some roots, and a few 
mention cuttings. 

From a scientific viewpoint, the classification is 
simple enough and unquestionable. Spermatophytes 
(seed-bearing plants) generally consist of two clearly 
distin.ct parts. The portion above ground is the stem, 
carrying leaves and flowers. The underground por­
tion is usually the root, adapted simply for the 
absorption of nutrition from the soil by means of 
osmosis through the root-hairs. Perennial and semi­
hardy plants frequently store up food for next year's 
growth in either stem or root . . These modified, en­
larged storehouses may be either bulbs, corms, tubers, 
rhizomes, or tuberous roots. 

A bulb is a sort of flattened, condensed stem, having 
a disklike base, from whose lower side roots spring. 
On the upper side we find concentric rings of short, 
fleshy, modified leaves, having in the center the flower 
bud whose development will produce the true stem, 
leaves, and flowers later. Onions, tulips, hyacinths, 
daffodils, and lilies are typical bulbs. 

A corm is similar to a bulb, but has a solid body 
instead of concentric rings of shortened, thickened 
leaves. The gladiolus and the crocus produce typical 
corms. 

A · rl1izome is a prostrate, thickened stem, usually 
spreading· horizontally on the surface of the ground. 
The iris has a typical rhizome. 

A tuber is a thickened, fleshy, underground stem, 
often produced at the end of a string-like root called 
a stolon. Like all stems, it has buds or "eyes," from 
which leaves and flowers may grow. The co1nmon 
white potato is a typical tuber. The so-caled "sweet 
potato'' is neither a tuber nor a potat6, but a thick­
ened root of the yam family. It has no "eyes", like 
those of a true potato, but possesses, in common with 
many i:.oots, the power of producing "adventitious 
buds", from which true stems may grow. 

Roots are generally distinguished from stems by 
their lack of true buds or leaves, and by the presence 
of a rootcap, a hardened point by which the root 
forces its way through the soil. Many roots serve as 
storehouses for plant food, in the same way as the 
thickened stems mentioned above. These roots are 
then called tuberous or tubcrcu.Inte roots and are often 
confused with true tubers, which are not roots, but 
stems. Dahlia roots are in this class, tuberous roots 
swollen with the storage of plant food, but having no 
buds capable of producing a new plant. For this 
reason they are not bulbs or tubers in the strict 
scientific sense. 

A cutting is a section or seg·ment of a stem or a 
root, capable of producing a new plant. Stem-cuttings 
are the most common kind, as they contain buds which 
promptly develop stems and roots when afforded con­
ditions favorable for growth. Geranium "slips" are a 
common example of this type of stem-cutting. Many 
roots also, such as those of the blacl<:berry, poppy, and 
horseradish, will produce complete plants when divided 
and planted properly, and these are known as root­
cuttings. 

In common gardening parlance, however, when 've 
speak of a Dahlia root we mean a root with a por­
tion of stem-cutting attached. Without this little 
piece of stem, containing a bud. the Dahlia root would 
not produce a new plant. The stem-cutting, if it 
contains a bud, growing or dormant, will produce a 
new plant if properly handled, even if no root is con­
nected with it. The attache<l root simply provides a 
supply of easily assimilated food to give the young 
plant a rapid start until it can develop its own roots. 

It is obvious, then, that Dahlias are not propagated 
by bulbs, tubers, or even roots, but by stem-cuttings, 
with or without an attached root. 

Since the Dahlia, queen of flowers, does not produce 
bulbs or tubers, there is no reason why clump divi­
sions should be called bulbs or tubers. On the other 
hand, since a piece of root generally goes with the 
stem-cutting, there is no great objection to calling 
this combination of stem-cutting and root a root, so 
long as the buyer understands clearly that the import­
ant things is not the root, but the bud on the attached 
stem-cutting. 

An Antidote for Our Modern Hectic Living 
By Glenn T. Mack, The Dahlia Society of California 

One of the finest antidotes for the complexities, arti­
ficialities and demands of our modern hectic civilization 
may be found in the cultivation of the soil. Dahlia cul­
ture offers practically year-round opportunities for 
indulging in this glorious physical, spiritual and aesthetic 
avocation. From the planting of the seed or root to 
digging of the roots is a yearly cycle. An increasing 
number of people are finding added zest to living in their 
yards. 

The real gardener hurries to his joyous work as soon 
as the day's task is done. On holidays he is found there 
at dawn. There is much to be done in the spring. 
Ground must be dug; roots divided and stored; cata­
logues searched for new varieties of merit and the 
garden planned for the coming year. The Dahlia fur­
nishes a wealth of bloom in summer and fall but some­
thing should be done to bring bloom and interest to the 
garden in the winter months. Where winters are 
severe this is impossible, but to a Californian a barren 
back yard during the winter is inexcusable. 

If one is particularly partial to bulbous plants they 
may be had for the entire year : snow-drops, narcissus, 
tulips, hyacinths, daffodils, and jonquils for the first 
three months, soon followed by iris and watsonias. In 
summer and fall of course are our best growing seasons. 
Blooms of the Dahlia may be augmented by tiger-lilies, 
lily auratum, lily regal, tigridas and montbretias. The 
nrnchly desired color blue is found in the wonderful 
hybrid delphiniums. And then the glorious summer 
display of gladioli! If planted in succession blooms may 
be had the entire year in .California. 

Within recent years rock gardening has grown tre­
mendously in popularity because (1) hundreds of species, 
including sedums, ecchiverias, eyphorbias, aloes, hawor­
theis, messembreanthemums, and cacti may be grown in 
a comparatively small space; (2) the plants are inter­
esting and attractive whether in bloom or not; (3) their 
forms and colors are often unusual; ( 4) they require 
comparatively little attention and for the Dahlia grower, 
will grow in the corner or next to the fence where they 
do not interfere with his open sunny location. Building 
rockeries in corners eliminates the undesirable angular 
effect often noted in small gardens. 

A host of annuals and perennials may be grown, 
giving continuity of color to the garden throughout the 
year. Many exquisite climbing roses may be grown on 
the fence or a wind break. 

A garden offers a splendid opportunity for self 
expression. One may not have ability in music, art or 
literature, but an aesthetic urge can be satisfied and an 
appreciation of nature may find expression in the plan­
ning of a garden and growing flowers well in it. Gar­
dening as a hobby brings health, happiness and quiet 
content. Truly a home garden Dahlia grower who 
leaves his garden bare during the winter months is not 
availing himself of the pleasure to be had by growing 
other flowers. 

Meant Well 

No doubt the g-rower intended that the following 
guarantee be made in every good faith, but his expres­
sion left at least something in doubt. 

We find in a certain catalogue, which shall so far 
as this mention be concerned, forever remain unnamed, 
the following guarantee: 

"If on any of my bulbs you find one scab, I will 
gladly send you two more." 
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World's Fair Dahlia Show 
The Central States Dahlia Society secured the conces­

sion for the display of Dahlias at the "A Century of 
Progress" (the official name of the World's Fair of 
Chicago, 1933). Ample and suitable ground will be put 
to the disposition of the society in order to show the 
possibilities and the ornamental value of the Dahlia. 
Such a planting, if properly done and kept up, should 
have an immense influence on the popularity of the 
Dahlia not only in the central States, but anywhere in 
the U. S. A., and even abroad. 

The site of the planting :is very favorable, being right 
close to Lake Michigan with its cool and moist air. 
Experience all along the shore of Lake Michigan ~as 
shown that Dahlias develop much finer than farther 111-

land. 
An exhibitor will have permission to attach his name 

and address to his planting, which will give quite a 
publicity, especially among the visitors from his own 
State. Dahlia originators will be especially welcome to 
put their achievem~nts be.fore the P.ublic. Proper ~are 
and o-rowing conditions will be provided by the society. 

To profit in any form will be expected by the society, 
only expenses must be cove:ed by exhibitor, whic~ pro.b­
ably will be less than what is charged by the Dahha tnal 
grounds. . . . 

The exhibit bemg a World's Fair everybody mterested 
in the planting of Dahlias will have an even chance. 
Suggestions are welcome. 

Send us your application for display ground and state 
how many Dahlias you :intend to exhibit. This will 
make possible a proper survey. Closin~ d~te for yo':r 
application is thirty days after publication of this 
announcement. No obligation is connected with the 
application. A circular giving further details will be 
sent to all who express their willingness to exhibit. 

(Rev. P. Oswald (Chairman Exhibition Committee), 
Techny, Illinois. 

Yours for more beautiful Dahlias. 
THE CENTRAL STATES DAHLIA SOCIETY. 

MODERN DAHLIA CULTURE 
BY w. H. w AITE 

Originator of Jersey~ s Beauty 

A practical and in­
structive Dahlia guide 

MODERN for the amateur giving 
DAHLIA CULTURE full details of soils and 

fertilizers, propaga­
tion by all methods, 
including hybridizing, 

, care and culture, pests 
and diseases, storing 
and shipping roots, 
botanical features, 
varieties and classifi­
cation, Dahlia soci­
eties and shows. 

This edition- the 
third-has 134 pages, 
24 halftones, (15 full­
page) and 6 four­
color plates and is 

.l bound in an attractive 
blue cloth cover with a handsome jacket. Revisions 
include new varieties and the latest A. D. S. classi­
fication. 

Price to members $1.65, postpaid 
William J. Rathgeber, New Haven, Connecticut 

Join with us and enjoy the privileges of 

F ORMED for the purpose of stimulating interest in and 
promoting the culture and development of the Dahlia; 
to establish a standard nomenclature; to test new vari­

eties and give them such recognition as they deserve. 

Our Quarterly BULLETIN contains much interesting information con­
cerning our Trial Grounds at Conn. Agricultural College. Storrs, Conn. 
and at Maryland Agricultural College, College Park, Md. Articles by ex­
perts on diseases of the Dahlia and remedies. Reports of Judges at our big 
annual show. A Registration department for new Dahlias. 
Members receive the Bulletin of the Society containing a large amount of inform­

ation valuable to every Dahlia grower. Issued quarterly. January, April, July and 
October. Every member also receives a season ticket to our great Annual Dahlia 
Show held in September. 

Enclosed find $2. 00 which includes membership dues for one year and 
subscription price of the Bulletin at one dollar per year. Please sign full 
name and address below. Make remittences payable to the Society, send to 

The Secretary, Wm. J. Rathgeber, 198 Norton St. New Haven, Conn. 

Name ............................................................... . 

Address .................•.•.•...•••••••••.•...•.......••.•. •• •••••• 

Town . . ..•.............•......•••......• State ....•..•..•••• , •••• 



BULLETIN OF THE AMER.ICAN DAHLIA SOCIETY 33 

The Semi-Annual Meeting, March 15, 1932, Hotel 
Commodore, New York 

The meeting was called to order by President May­
trott, at 4 P. M. There was a good attendance of 
Dahlia enthusiasts and a feeling of good fellowship 
prevaded the meeting. 

The secretary read the minutes of the September 
meeting. Also stating that funds of the society were 
temporarily tied up by closing of bank, but assured 
prize winners that their premiums would be forwarded 
very shortly. He requested that members notify his 
office of change in address so addressograph plates 
-could be changed. , 

The president then called on Mr. D. W. Hart, Chair­
man of Show Committee. Mr. Hart made an inter­
esting address concerning the past show and stated 
that the next show would be held at the Hotel Penn­
sylvania, New York City, September 22-23, 1932. He 
said this move had been decided on earlier in the day 
by the executive committee and asked the hearty co­
operation of those present to make this our best show. 

President Maytrott responded by saying that I must 
commend the committee on the excellent work they 
have done in coming to a decision on date and place 
for next show. 
, Mr. Charles G. Reed made his report on Trial 

Grounds at Storrs, saying that there were 179 entries, 
19 of which received certificates. Mr. Reed, with his 

usual enterprise, staged an interesting feature here 
by having a prize drawing among those present for 
a number of his choicest Dahlia roots. Also said that 
the next Field Day at Storrs would be held Saturday, 
September 17th. 

:iv.t;r. George L. Farnum talked on miniature Dahlias, 
sayrng that Prof. Patch stated that there was room at 
the trial grounds for a limited number of them­
Dahlias with a limit of 7 inches would be an acquisi­
tion to the garden. Mr. Reed agreed that there should 
be a score plan for pompons and miniatures at the 
trial grounds. 

Dr. Marshall A. Howe, of the New Yorl~ Botanical 
Gardens, made an interesting address, saying on be­
half of the Nomenclature Committee that he thought 
that there ought to be some provision whereby people 
could find out whether a proposed name for a Dahlia 
was in prior use. Secretary Rathgeber stated that he 
has a card index of nearly ten thousand names, which 
includes classification, name, and color, also year 
introduced. Dr. Howe suggested that Mr. Morgan T. 
Riley be added to Nomenclature Committee. Presi­
dent Maytrott said that by-laws permit only five 
members, but Mr. Riley would be added as soon as a 
vacancy occurred. 

President Maytrott at this time appointed a Show 
Committee. Said committees are prnited in another 
part of this Bulletin. 

Attest, 
William J, Rathgeber, Secretary. 

~
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JOIN THE NEW 
~ 
~ 

I 
~ 

NATIONAL ZINNIA FLOWER SOCIETY 
NOW ORGANIZING 

The wonderful progress made in the development of the beautiful modern Zinnias, 
makes the organization of a National Zinnia Society desirable and necessary, for the 
purpose of disseminating information concerning their cultivation, the best new varieties, 
to offer annual prizes at flower shows, for meritorious exhibits of Zinnias, to appoint a 
nomenclature committee for registering new named varieties, thus avoiding duplication 
of names. 

SPECIAL OFFER TO START THIS NEW ORGANIZATION 

SEND 
soc 

now and we will send you a 50 cent package of the finest California 
"Sun Ripened" Zinnia seed and a Charter membership for one year 
in this fine new society, without any further obligation on your part. 

With flowers grown from this seed you can exhibit and wm prizes 
at flower shows and fairs throughout the country. 

Garden Club members, School Clubs and 4 H Clubs are especially invited to join. 

Notice to flower show and fair managers. Please provide classes for Zinnias in 
your premium list. We will contribute seed for prizes free. For further particulars 
address: 

SECRETARY OF NATIONAL ZINNIA FLOWER SOCIETY 

323 ELLSWORTH A VE. NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT 

~ 
~ 
i 
~ 
~ g 
0 
~ 
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DAHLIA "ASBURY PARK" 
The outstanding new Dahlia of 1931 and one of the finest Formal Decoratives ever 

introduced. The general color effect is copper-salmon. The petals are bright strawberry­
red suffused with salmon and tinted with old gold toward the tips-a true autumn shade. 
Grown for exhibition it produces flowers 12 to 14 inches across. Under average garden 
culture it grows 5 to 51h feet tn.ll with 10 to 18 perfect flowers 6 to 8 inches across, of the 
long regularly petalled type, built up to a good center. 

"Asbury Park" was awarded seven First Prizes and a Certificate of Merit. Stock ls 
very short and we advise immediate orders. Roots will be delivered at proper time for 
planting. Ench root $10.00. Postpnld. 

W. ATLEE BURPEE CO., 444 Burpee Building, Philadelphia, Pa. 
~ooo~ooo~~o~o~o~~o~o~o~ooom.om.oo~~ 

PRESS OF THE WHAPLES-BULLIS COMPANY, NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT 
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